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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Mr. Speaker, | earnestly appeal, through you, to both
sides of the House, that an individual Member's dignity
and the dignity of the entire House, depend on these
matters being resolved within this Chamber, and by you
as the custodian of our rights.

We need not take this outside this Chamber. You have
all the powers. And then, being possessed of what
transpired in the Party Leaders’ Meeting, | am of the
earnest view that both sides must cooperate, because
whatever that you proposed to do now is the most lenient
punishment that we can - some of us may not agree with
that - [Interruption.] Yes. Under the Standing Orders this
is perhaps the most lenient punishment; it could be much
more serious than this. But, since you have proposed this,
I think, in preserving the dignity of this House, both sides
must cooperate to put an end to this issue. Of course, the
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena mentioned certain issues and |
think, you can have a discussion on those issues and
resolve them also. So, this need not extend beyond these
two Hon. Members and we will bring this to a closure.
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Sir, may | be heard?
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Yes, Hon. Leader of the Opposition.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Sir, a very unfortunate incident has taken place in this
House where a Member of Parliament has been assaulted
by his Parliamentary Colleagues. That happened in the
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Well of the House and you have instructed that there
would be an investigation in regard to this matter. You
have appointed a Committee comprising of the Hon.
Deputy Speaker and the Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees.

They have come up with a Report. You placed the
Report before the leaders of the political parties at the
Parliamentary Business Committee Meeting this morning
and in pursuance of that Report being placed before the
leaders of the political parties, you have taken a decision
that now you will bring this matter to a closure with
certain action being taken by you as required.

And, | do not think we should, in any way, further
damage the dignity of this House by allowing this matter
to be prolonged and if there has been a finding that a
Member of Parliament has been assaulted in the Well of
this House by some of the Members of Parliament, that
matter needs to be dealt with. We just cannot forget that
matter. It needs to be dealt with in some way and you, Mr.
Speaker, have taken a decision in regard to the matter.
There is a Resolution moved by the Hon. Leader of the
House. I think in the interest of the dignity and decorum
of this House and to ensure that we do not have a
repetition of such behaviour in the future, we do not
prolong this matter any further and that we accept the
Resolution moved by the Hon. Leader of the House and
leave this matter to rest.

Thank you.
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B Emev, ereir?

asked the Minister of Sustainable Development and
Wildlife:

(@ Isheaware that-

(i) the forests coming under the Department of
Wildlife Conservation get destroyed owing
to Chena cultivation, poaching and various
development projects;

(i) it is due to the interference of higher
officials and politicians that the aforesaid
destructions cannot be prevented; and

(iii)  the above destruction of forests brings about
political, economic and social repercussions
on the entire Sri Lanka?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of persons who have been
found guilty by law for committing the
offences of engaging in poaching and
Chena cultivation in these forests during the
period of last two years;

(i)  whether steps have been taken to put an end
to poaching and Chena cultivation
conducted inside conservations; and

(iii)  if so, what those steps are?
(c)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether the human and physical resources
currently available for the protection of the
conservations are satisfactory; and

(i) if not, of the steps that will be taken to
tighten the protection of conservations?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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Sustainable Development and Wildlife)
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asked the Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

Development:

@)

(b)

©

Is he aware that -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

the fishing boat named “Thushari” was
subjected to terrorist attack on 29.11.2000
at the sea along Trincomalee area and in
that attack the boat was destroyed and the
fishermen on board went missing;

the Director General of the Department of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Mr. G.
Piyasena in his letter No. 8se¢/esr/02/06
e dated 10.01.2003 has admitted that
the aforesaid incident is true and that the
dependants of the missing fishermen
deserve receiving compensation; and

of the dependents of those who went
missing, the fisherman named Mr.
Kumarage Don Piyaratne have neither been
paid compensation nor been issued with a
death certificate?

Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

whether he admits that it is a grave injustice
that a fair measure has not been taken in
that regard despite that the widowed wife
of Mr. Piyaratne, Mrs. K.M. Bridget
Kanthi had submitted written requests to
the former President and to the former
Minister; and

if so, whether action will be taken to pay
compensation to Mrs. Kanthi and to issue
her with the death certificate of her
deceased husband?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Sports:

(@ Is he aware that with the involvement of the
previous Government, money has been collected
for prior propaganda activities and the other
affairs, so as to make Sri Lanka, the host country
in the Commonwealth Games 2018?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether tours were organized to West
Indian Islands, St. Kitts and Nevis, with the
money, so collected;

(i) if so, the names of the participants and the
total expenditure;

(iii)  separately, the names of the persons who
were paid and the amounts paid; and

208E0®sInd 1618

(iv) whether the investigation report that was
prepared on the complaint lodged with the
Financial Crimes Investigation Division in
this regard, will be submitted?

(c)  If not, why?
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA SUMATHIPALA] took the
Chair.
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DECEASED SRI LANKAN MIGRANT WORKERS IN THE
MIDDLE EAST: DETAILS
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asked the Minister of Foreign Employment:
(@  Will she inform this House-

(i) separately, in respect of each country, the
number of Sri Lankan citizens who have
died in countries of the Middle East region
during the five-year period from 01.01.2010
to 31.12.2014;

(if)  their names, ages, addresses in Sri Lanka
and the jobs engaged in the above countries;

(iii)  the immediate reasons for their deaths; and

(iv) the relief granted for them by the
Government?

(b)  Will she also inform this House-

(i) separately, in respect of each country, the
number of Sri Lankan citizens who have
become fully or partially disabled in the
countries of the Middle East region during
the five-year period from 01.01.2010 to
31.12.2014;
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(if)  their names, ages, addresses in Sri Lanka
and the jobs engaged in the above
countries;

(iii)  the reasons for their becoming disabled; and

(iv) the relief granted for them by the
Government?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(@ s heaware that,-

(i) the Structural Committee of Hambanthota
Education Zone has taken a decision that it
was appropriate to establish a Tamil
Medium Primary School to provide primary
education for the Muslim children living in
Siribopura (Suchi Village), the village
where the families displaced by the tsunami
in the Hambanthota District were resettled;
and

(if) the recommendation of the Zonal Director
of Education of Hambanthota bearing No.
H/Ham/Zonal/Savi 01/Struc./08 and dated
29.04.2009 was referred by the Southern
Provincial Director of Education through
his letter bearing No. SP/Savi 01 dated
29.06.2009 for the approval of the
Provincial Secretary of Education?

(o)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the steps taken and the progress with
respect to the matter mentioned in (a) (ii)
above;

(i) the reasons for not implementing the
proposal that had been approved; and

(iii)  whether the line ministry would look into
this matter and take the necessary steps in
this regard?

() Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Enterprise Development :
(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether Government has taken a decision
to privatize Litro Gas Company and Lanka
Hospitals; and

(i) whether Government draws its attention
to privatize profit-making state institutions
as well?

(b)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Education :
(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the total number of registered pre-schools in
each provincial council area in the country
at present; and

(i) of those pre-schools, the number of pre-
schools with more than 50 children?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) the total amount of money allocated to pay
the allowance of Rs. 250/- to pre-school
teachers by the interim Budget of February
2015;

(i)  the number of pre-school teachers who are
eligible to receive that allowance; and

(iii)  whether that monthly allowance has been
paid to those teachers?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the

Government :

Minister of Provincial Councils and Local

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i)

(ii)
(iii)

(iv)

the number of graduates who sat for the
examination conducted by the Western
Provincial Council in 2011 to give teaching
appointments to the graduates;

the number of graduates who passed the
examination;

whether appointments have been given to
every person who passed the examination;
and

if not, why?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

the number of graduates who sat for the
examination conducted by the Western
Provincial Council on 27.12.2014 to recruit
graduates to the teaching service;

the number of graduates who passed the
examination;

the number of appointments given by now;

(iv)
(v)
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if appointments have not been given the
reason for that; and

the date on which the appointments will be
given?

(c)  Will he state-

(0

(ii)

(iii)

whether he is aware that Development
Officer Appointments in the Western
Provincial Council were given to those who
did not acquire necessary qualifications in
the examination mentioned in above (a) (i)
to get teaching appointments;

whether steps will be taken to recruit the
graduates, who did not pass the above (b)
(i) examination, as Development Officers
in the Government Institutions in the
Western Provincial Council; and

if not, why?

(d) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Minister of Provincial

Councils and Local Government)
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(The Hon. S.C. Mutukumarana on behalf of The Hon.
Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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asked the Minister of Education :

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the criteria adopted to select schools under
the project titled “Nearest School - the Best
School” implemented by the Ministry of
Education;

(if)  the schools selected from the Ganga lhala
Korale and Pasbage Korale Education
Divisions in the Nawalapitiya Electorate,
under this Project; and

(iii)  whether he admits the fact that the schools
selected by the Gampola Education Zone
and the Ministry of Education under the
stipulated criteria have been changed on the
intervention of the Minister of Education?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether the two new schools nominated on
the involvement of the Minister of
Education were selected under the criteria
mentioned in the (a) (i) above; and

(if)  if not, the reasons for that?
(c)  If not, why?
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@) @sCmeb, srein?

asked the Minister of Education:

@)

(b)

Is he aware that-

(i) in Kili/Government Muslim Mixed School
of Mulankavil, Nachchikuda, Kilinochchi
of Northern Province, nearly 500 students
study from the primary classes to GCE
(Ordinary Level) classes;

(if)  the classes are conducted in a temporary
tin hut since there are no proper hall
facilities; and

there is a dearth of teachers to teach the
subjects like English, Geography, Arabic
language and Islam?

(iii)

Will he inform this House whether measures will
be taken to provide a school building and the

©
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teachers without delay to teach
mentioned in aforesaid (a) iii?

If not, why?

the subjects,
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asked the Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and
Mass Media:

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the date on which CSN Television Channel
was registered,;

(if)  the registered address of the channel;

(iii)  the names and addresses of the members of
its board of directors;

(iv) the amount of money paid by CSN channel
to secure the telecasting rights of cricket
matches from the year 2012 - 2015;

(v) the income received by the Sri Lanka
Rupavahini Corporation from telecasting
cricket matches separately from the year
2005 to 2011; and

(vi) the reason for the Sri Lanka Rupavahini
Corporation not applying for the telecasting
rights of cricket matches of the Australian
tour in August/September 2011?

(b)  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan will now respond.
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(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan - Minister of Prison Reforms,
Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs)
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare for report.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena - State Minister
of Finance)
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FAev WTHBIGET &L HB(HoHBlSTDET. @)ho Blemevuiled speuGleum(m
UrGsasglepiih ersstesr GQFwmHUTB ST HewL GlLmiGLTSlsiTnesr
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upPluyd BlFlullemer ol L 1b Qubmds6lsTereug LDMujbD
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UrGasamisens@d sFflwrear wsopullsd Bl  @gisHEHBsT
HlewL_dasCeusnrHd;, Bi@ CsThFTenesemer  THLBGS
Qariflev euriiilgsser euypmbisliuL_CeusrBd srerm Gl (Hld
Qarerdlesr@Gmesr.  BrBISsT L L SHeTLiL
9| HHTVSHIH 6V
QFiiSledTmeuiTEGer ) BITHS HTewTlILL L TideT.

wreul L gglesr
Geuemressrenin

Cuhes sorliugsluils,

®6 Bewdss mSr1znemn®s

(oreryflg Nrdld surprwsi ojeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You have to wind up now, Hon. Member.

@0 Y BerTesy Svm

(wresr g eprerepdg Lof Cpesir)

(The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan)

Okay.

I|euTaHEHs @ Iflall Qeul’ BB cpsowrs @)reanr@h GCumrsn
EHEhdBGS CHewauITar  uTPUTSTISSHISG W Gl messt
lwgend L 1gs6STeTardEdn 19wl euTiiliy @) (hhogl. 6TV,
SDBTOGMSBLI QUTMIGHBOL 196D, Bybd eUTUILILSH6T B)6D6VTLO6)
Gumiieil’_ e, stearGeu, Bresr @GOV L @)bs aflLwrbigseflsv
Feuald OFISH, 6TGl WEHHET CHTLHeVeuTIINILSSHEDETL
QupMISQETsTOUSNH G euriiliLefdss Geuair®L  sTedTMIgN 19,
OjidSleT@medr. pesTml!

®©G Bewdss OrzNemRSo

(orenryfl@ Nrdld suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.30 p.m.

deB® SO emmc® Di0wB@O ¢fF0» cErY, @
1300 HBowlehs 20w wowsdn® (o0 oscO®
eoolDEDs) Bwm) odf woeSdowvsy 3dn sO50»
:cé

evvygﬂ"r/_/zg, iy 17.00.1.30 wenflsuswr Zlewr wlyssii’ 5

T GBS BIBDnY. Gapssaflar LITsls  sallFmeni  yaundseir
[womevsri)ifly Glrsbaush oyewL_damaBIG6IT] HEMVEMLID UBIGSHTTT SH60.

Sitting accordingly suspended till  1.30 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] in the Chair.

®G Bewdss 0D 6wsBn®

(orevwsryfl@ Gusseflsr Lrdls sallgreri ojeuidesr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera, please.

[e.20. 1.30]

D0 98& Swdp® evelch Bvwm (Boed 80505

0 OHHED ¢®em29®0)

(wrewryflg  sriflefl  swellsrw QuSrrT - eugleUTHTT

el Bgg) wHmID auesTEaurTHH6Tr HeHIFFT)

(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera - Minister of
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We were able to earn more before. But according to
EDB statistics in 2014 our export revenue from
floriculture products had come down to US Dollars .04
million, which was not even 1 per cent of our exports.
But before that, we were able to earn US Dollars 14
million. So, what are our vision and achievements?
Now | am trying to rectify that situation. I am going to
develop botanical gardens and promote training with out-
grower systems. This is what we can do. Thereby we can
create employment opportunities and earn more foreign
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exchange. Our women should not go to Middle-Eastern
countries as slaves and beggars because we can generate
income in our country itself. There is enough potential
here. That is my argument. | am not criticizing anyone.
I am talking on facts. So, | have said all these based on
facts. This is the situation.

Now we are increasing our revenue. We are expecting
to increase our tax revenue which was on a downward
trend.  Our tax revenue was almost 14 per cent in in
2006. In 2014 it had gone down to 10.7 per cent but we
have been able to increase it to 12.9 per cent in this year.
So, let us talk.

B35y ©® Deod HFFDWES Beadm Bwn €wwd o -
borrowings- e»0s¥esy eme®®¢ BweE ¢8 ARTHO dox.
a8 domoewsy, dmewsy e §ild vxlest Bdam BBwOE.
28 8wwd 200, »0ed ©EwWd e oxtesy mw. BOy®
B0amB. a8 & 012 0@ 8Be@5InDO Ym® OB, Bwwd
200, el BB eredR 8 s wrles’. More than
80 per cent of the borrowings go to servicing of existing
debt.
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Now look at the Government outstanding debt.
Contingent liabilities stand at Rs.1,042 billion by end of
2015. The debt/GDP ratio has increased to 85.5 per cent
of the GDP. So, this is the situation that we have to face.
These are contracts that have been signed for which we
will have to pay.

What is our vision in terms of this Budget-2016? It is
based on Government policy. What is our policy? What
is our mission? What is our mission to achieve our
vision? We are going forward, | am telling you. We
have a five-year plan. Within these five years, we will be
able to achieve our vision while peace and prosperity
prevailing in the whole of Sri Lanka.

I have visited Jaffna five times now. Ask your
Colleagues - Members of Parliament. My Ministry will
coordinate with the Northern Province and implement the
development project plan. We will see that you will get
equal rights as the people in the South. Then the people
who go to North from the South will be wanting to spend
not one night but three - four nights there. We will also
take steps to make use of marine resources in the
Northern Province and provide zoological parks and
botanical parks. All those will be provided to you. That
is our policy. We will do that, so that the people in your
area will be able to earn more income. The people in the
area must also be benefited by coexistence, not only the
Government  Departments. Handicraft ~ products

manufactured in the area will be promoted and more
employment opportunities could be generated through
concepts like Jana Kala Kendraya - marketing villages.
We have discussed all those. So, we are solving the
problems there. We have declared and re-gazetted
wildlife conservation areas. So, the remaining land will
be given to the due people. That is our duty. We will do
that also.

Our policy is based on knowledge-based economy,
innovative economy, green economy and sustainable
economy. | am the Minister for Sustainable Development
and Wildlife. What are we going to do under sustainable
economy? We will create medium and long-term
strategies. With these concepts we will generate 1 million
employment opportunities through the private sector and
public sector. Low-income earners will be encouraged to
engage in self-employment and also they will be
encouraged to make use of their talents in self-
employment at the village level. Thereby they will be
able to reach the level of middle income earners. We are
not targeting the high-class society. They know how to
survive. We have to think of the poor man. That is why
we are trying to increase the level of income of the rural
people at the village level. We will do it. We have a
vision in the Budget - 2016. His Excellency the President,
Maithripala Sirisena and the Prime Minister, Hon. Ranil
Wickremesinghe work together towards that vision. No
one can break this. I will tell you that we will continue
for five years and we will show the results. We have a
policy with regard to ensuring land ownership; we will
give lands to everyone. We are going to give one million
title deeds.

28 BEurwmd ecmd, Bxiowmo @byd. We are
going to give title deeds to Sinhalese, Tamils and
Muslims, as they all are same.

Then they can go for a loan and can use that money
for their industries. Then, there are strategies on
enhancing income levels and the development of rural
economies. We are spending on those.

I can still remember the former Minister of Transport
said in Parliament - | have the Gazette Notification - that
a sum of Rs. 1 million was given for concreting the roads.
| have his statement.
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capital development. Then, on facilitation of micro, small
and medium enterprises, we are spending 15.7 per cent; and
on regional development at provincial and local level, we are
spending 17.2 per cent. Likewise, we are spending money to
develop the rural economy.
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You have three more minutes.
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That is enough. They want me to sit. They are upset.
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what we have done, | am telling you. - [Interruption.]
You can see the loans that we have obtained.

| table* all these documents because my time is
limited.
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Hon. Minister, please wind up now.
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Whereupon THE HON. VELU KUMAR left the Chair, and THE
HON. LUCKY JAYAWARDANA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. S. Viyalanderan)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised
by the Hon. S. Viyalanderan.
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(The Hon. S. Viyalanderan)
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(The Hon. M.L.A.M. Hisbullah)

Sir, that is not a point of Order. This is my time. Hon.
Member can speak later.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

That is not a point of Order. Hon. Minister, you may
continue with your speech.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. M.L.A.M. Hisbullah)

Sir, give me two more minutes to wind up my speech
because they have taken my time.
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(The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

That is not a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena)
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Question put.

THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER, having collected the Voices,
declared that the ““Ayes" had it.
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(An Hon. Member)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

D0 §Eow506:8 O5IFn®

(omressTLL0l@ HEDVMLGTHRIGD 2 MIILIETIT Sj6uiTds6l)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Point of Order . ®n »osiy w1 O YBIGE. 858D
338, Sesfud-

@G g Ocew
(orevsTyLl@ 2 mitifleri sp(meur)
(An Hon. Member)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

ea80x nxsisn 808, you cannot raise a point of Order.
ofed 338, Suded 318. ewuddznd e®ena. [eede B30

&98Ee@2vn0 43 o2 e5ndT Hewlww woes -sxled 33:
80,00 31; wpedsy odge-edw.

umrgrEpwsTmh 43941 Blensvss HiiL_swerts Ly LIAESE). FriLrds
33 srglymrs 31

The Parliament divided under Standing Order No. 43: Ayes 33;
Noes 31.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
0900 ®E BB,

DECIO

phBemaiy
ADJOURNMENT

o6 cBEesY BEgSc @wmo
(omevsTL 0@ svFagLoeT FlifleTeL6V)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, | move,

"That the Parliament do now adjourn™.

e ewIfEd o 8
oI sT(HSHMIDLILIGIIDD .
Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 5.59 p.m. until 10.30 a.m on Friday,

06th May, 2016 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 08th
March, 2016.
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