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PRINCIPAL

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Report on incident occurred inside Parliament Chamber on
03" May, 2016.

QUESTIONS POSED TO HON. PRIME MINISTER
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:
Ten Special Projects for Northern Province

ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT BANK
AGREEMENT (RATIFICATION) BILL:
Read the First time.

CONTENTS

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS:

Sri Vidyawasa Social Service Association Limited
(Incorporation) — [The Hon. Edward Gunasekara.] —
Read the First time.

White Rose Foundation (Incorporation) — [The Hon.
BuddhikaPathirana.] — Read the First time

United Christian Fellowship of Sri Lanka (Incorporation) —
[The Hon. BuddhikaPathirana.] — Read the First time.

AkuranaBaithuzZakath (Incorporation) — [The Hon. Imran
Maharoof.] — Read the First time.

MICROFINANCE BILL:
Read a Second, and the Third Time, and passed.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION:
Programme for a Scholarly Generation
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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA]
in the Chair.
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REPORT ON INCIDENT OCCURRED INSIDE PARLIAMENT
CHAMBER ON 3RD MAY, 2016
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(The Hon. Gayantha  Karunatileka - Minister of

Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media and Chief

Government Whip)
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(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa - Minister of

Disaster Management)

Hon. Speaker, | present the Annual Report of the
National Building Research Organization for the year
2013 and move that this Report be referred to the relevant
Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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Ui @)FFew L@ pleliimyr?

@)CmeD, ereiT?

asked the Minister of Foreign Employment:

@

(b)

©

Will she inform this House-

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

the number of Sri Lankan citizens who died
in South Korea and Malaysia during the
five year period from 01.01.2010 to
31.12.2014 in relation to each country,
separately;

their names, age, residential addresses in Sri
Lanka and the jobs done in the above
countries;

the immediate reason for the deaths of those
people; and

the reliefs provided by the government for
them?

Will she also inform this House-

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

the number of Sri Lankan citizens who
became partially and totally disabled in
South Korea and Malaysia during the five
year period from 01.01.2010 to 31.12.2014
in relation to each country, separately;

their names, age, residential addresses in Sri
Lanka and the jobs done in the above
countries;

the reasons for them becoming disabled,;
and

the reliefs provided by the government for
them?

If not, why?
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Welfare:

@)

(b)

©

Minister of Social Empowerment and

Is he aware that a sum of Rs. 29,400,000/- was
misused by the Divineguma Department by
printing 5,000,000 almanacs with the photographs
of the former president Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa,
for the Presidential Election 2015?

Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

(v)

the reason for printing 5,000,000 almanacs
to be distributed among 1,800,000 families
of Samurdhi beneficiaries for the year 2015;

the person in authority who has approved
the particular expenditure;

whether the aforesaid person is vested with
the authority to approve that expenditure;

the institution that undertook the printing of
these 5,000,000 almanacs; and

whether a procurement procedure has been
followed for that purpose?

Will he also inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

the progress of the investigation conducted
by the FCID in relation to the
misappropriation of money that remained in
the Divineguma Fund for election
promotion activities of their Party;

whether an investigation with pertinence to
this misappropriation of money has been
carried out by the relevant Department or
the Ministry;

if so, of the disciplinary action taken at that
inquiry; and
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(iv) the measures that will be taken to recover
the loss, if the above expenditure has been
borne by the Divineguma Fund?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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@)CmeD, ereiT?

asked the Minister of Sports:

@)

()

©

(d)

Is he aware that-

(0

(ii)

(iii)

during the Indo-Sri Lanka cricket
tournament that held in Dambulla in July
2010 a woman entered into an Indian
cricketer’s room at Hotel Kandalama in the
night of 18" July and remained there
throughout the night;

the then Security Consultant of the Sri
Lanka Cricket informed this incident to the
Indian Manager in writing with a copy to
the then Secretary of Sri Lanka Cricket;
and

according to the content of that letter there
was an effort of offering a bribe?

Will he state-

(i)

(ii)

the steps taken by the Cricket Secretary of
the country that organized this tournament;
and

the steps taken by the International Cricket
Council?

Will he inform this House-

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

v

whether the Sri Lanka Cricket possesses the
written reports of the investigations
conducted in this regard;

if so, whether those reports will be
submitted ;

if not, the persons who are responsible with
regard to the destroying of those reports;

whether an investigation will be conducted
with regard to the destroying of those
reports; and

if a person holding high office in the Sri
Lanka Cricket is found guilty whether
action will be taken to dismiss him?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara - Minister of Sports)
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(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
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(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
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PANSALTENNAWATTA HOUSING SCHEME: AWARDING OF
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(The Hon. M.H.M. Salman)
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QFwevreri Ufaflsv,
LsiTFUSEITesTOUSS T 6wl Sl L SSleiTdh 1D
SmBHL UMM YL HEHSE GLulHLUSDSTS

HTevild SIT(H6iT QULPBIGLILIL L_68T

ribL&Ea6Tev,

6TEITLIENS 1| 1D;

(i) Qoopss  Pouswsha  MBLESELES
pssresTi el uSSlTBIGENeT  SULPBIGLD
IgliuenLuiled  QuDMIECSTHGSLILL (HeTer
GPIULN L srenlld giavhlsearlsd @Lguinibgier
TUTHEREHE BIIHST 2 MISBEDET  CULPHIEHSH6D
@)Bi6ue T WL GlILMaNlsVemsD 6TETLIENSW|LD;

Ojeui o Mleurymr?

(=) Guprig Guyuimriurerigseflsr & 615 E1hd: &
SIfBrs o MiFlsamar aPBIGMSDEG BL6UIGHNS
eTILTTm CTGITLIENS Sjeur @) FFemLIGE

Plafliiumyr?
@) @erCpev, syetr?

asked the Minister of Housing and Construction:
(@ s heaware that-

(i) plots of land were given to the eligible
persons under the Rambuke-ela,
Pansaltennawatta Housing Scheme in the
Akurana

Divisional Secretary's Division in the
District of Kandy on 01.01.1984 by the then
National Housing Department; and

(i) permanent title deeds have not been given
up to now to the occupants of those plots of
land that have been given to them

twenty five years ago on the basis of issuing
land grants?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether immediate
action will be taken to provide the title deeds for
the occupants of those lands?

(c) Ifnot, why?

O OB WO IBED Dvmo

(oreryLfl@ swhs &HETTSeVS55)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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FCID INVESTIGATIONS AGAINST PUBLIC SERVANTS,
ARTISTES AND BUSINESSMEN: PROGRESS
417/°16
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(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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ForlIduryT;

(i) Qumedlsv  PFlFEri GO LjsveuTriiey Ll

Uilflaflesrmsv aflFTrenesTaHsiT

ul_ BT OrF 2amPlIITSHeT, HeWeVEHTHET LoHMILD

Y TIDLIG S

UTSSETHefler  sTevvremilbens  GlousuGoumiras
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(iv) @eualgrremamsaflsr  WearGarHmid  Gleush
Coumrss wirg;
eTeTLIENS Hjeui GO Heuryr?

(=) B)sirCmev, yesr?

asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern
Development:

(@  Will he state -

(i) separately, the number of complaints
received by the Police Financial Crimes
Investigation Division (FCID) against
public

servants, artistes and businessmen from
08.01.2015 to 31.12.2015;

(i)  whether the names of the public servants,
artistes and businessmen who have been
subjected to allegations as mentioned

in (i) above will be tabled separately;

(iii)  separately, the number of public servants,
artistes and businessmen against whom
investigations have been commenced by

the Police Financial Crimes Investigation
Division (FCID); and

(iv) separately, of the progress of the aforesaid
investigations?

(b)  If not, why?

DO BIOR SFBNWG OB (BB o 80w W ¢F8ew
0805 g@Im1R)
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(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka - Minister of Law and Order
and Southern Development)
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(iv) »BD¢co BRmm »Own Bg mBsT OB

(20) &> e B.

DG YBBI® SeBne® Svm

(orenr i@ NyFesTeT remd)bis)

(The Hon. Prasanna Ranatunga)
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(LomessTL@ FTHV THBTWHS)

(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka)
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OO DOIBNBHD S
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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O 88 edon vz
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OO DOIBNIDROB, @ OO ydm @ e,
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

@01 DOILNBHROB, §eE 2B edNEdDEY OO
g@mHe0 88nd 288 wew ©° wBwm e 9EEd
£8359s.

g O Enm 9E8es’ HELO Bowlw @i .
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)

i GUILBIEH LOlsBT e LIuflev
B0 DONBDROB, @ OO YEH® g, (@ O Geiws R gous

YT (BHBEHEEG Cupul L CFameudssTesensLl
yisgl Ceig 55 euwewss  HrevvTigusiter

o6 Beddes? evedc dwm (HBm yBeB »o M;Lﬁmm@&@ L piigygluid Hawid
$838m mOGn Saess ¢®rmsn®o) ST CleirLIm S

(wreoryflg BICrragsr QuGrrr - Gsdlw QsmeTensHser (i) oeuourmy  gie)  Qumub  2mflwiTsEnd@
WwHMID CUTHTTSIT HIUDSET @)ITLTHIS (EVLOFFIT) Sjeuisst 2 ullHLeT @)HEGHLD STEVD U
(The Hon. Niroshan Perera - State Minister of National wrsSrGL uigsluh HenL_&@6 weTLmSU|LD;

Policies and Economic Affairs)

B0 DONTNEDROB, ¢eCmBRE Y KB YHSHA S Sypflauryr?
w0 388m »OYD 2@LH® eDNEDsT OO yE»Hwd BEnJ (=) ()  gCsamid sryemgglarmsy ginGuDDaT s
20 wewo ©0 wB e e 9 B83mo. GOISWESTH STVl uGSlufled
o uilflpliurGreflsy, steuails Y reyls
g O S 988en’ B8O Hewlw @ G&. plissgl Fleoadd seterii@n  GeaumenL
aflerrsnsy LpHGDIIG STESND) FTLIAGES HL 1 speruil_ i’ L g. QUTLPHENSHS 5169 65T GLD LilsiTem e1rds (6w &L
Question ordered to stand down. Guphliy PUIHL  SEYITn ORBET  QULPEIS
(PIQUWITST 6TEHTLIENSULD;
O DOBNBD Do (i) @spsrs GCupuy U Wedpeduilsd
(oredTLLfl@ FUTHTWSET Hjeuider) LTHMID QasreT(heuHeusNE@ — BHL6UIGHNS
(The Hon. Speaker) GLoHOE TETeUTTT 6TETLISH SUJLD;

Then, second round. jeuit @éseLise opfleliLmy?

@) @erCme, ersir?

Romn BgBAC B ed eudm 8x® D19 asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy:
©Ow: edmews 8¢ B8O (@ Ishe aware that -
GBI IISTFTT FenLt 2 fluliis b Teor (i) the employees of Ceylon Electricity Board
QUILSIULI (LPEHMEHLD : LOTH I WIEHLOG S 6V who are above 55 years of age and have
EMPLOYEES' PENSION SCHEME OF CEYLON ELECTRICITY completed a period of service of over 20

BOARD: REVISION years receive a pension; and

(ii) the employees who thus retire receive the

8. ooy Aulge @wdIAm Owm (96 Ougeyd pension during their lifetime only?

BNZNG WS BN @OHNDD)

(oremde Ubsiw @emaigar - wremude amrsGsa (b)  Will he inform this House -
[BTERTTWI&STT FTiLITe) (i) whether the benefits of that pension scheme
(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane on behalf of the Hon. cannot be provided to the aforesaid
Vasudeva Nanayakkara} employees’ spouses and children who
BsGaC v goldnBe AcenS gOmun®ees g become destitute in case such employee
gdne - (1): dies within a short period of time after
(@ () e BeBac Pedced dud Sdwmd OB retirement; and
oD mcen wyd des ggdg 55 9oy (i)  whether the aforesaid pension scheme will
0O EO B@® Orun Creaw A, be revised in order to enable the provision
(i) ocdd Bg® wr 0EdmwO end ©ESmEDD of such benefits?
B5o® D1 9s Credmed AT SO D) mE®
ﬁ;’é 6@;?@» S;mp;’@ g c (c)  Ifnot, why?
On® es¥eryBe? OO OBBID WS IBED DV

(orenryLll@ SsWhHs &HMITSVES5)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

OO WONEDROB, BEEBAC ¥ o dsmBw BB
2@ 0DNEdsY © OO yEmed B8EnT wwinm*
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N asin guden HFHOWHO o 05
ed ovd grwed WEYHW ¥ LHOTIO O®

B@ed gBEw®E ERIEE e BE; ®OZ.
(i) & wem OB 55 D198 P! eOmwR & * wwmedus On »dz c¢ 8E20:
ARB0D 8wdo @ﬁ@ﬁj’q; * FLTLSL GBIV sweuSsLILIL L aflswr !

* Answer tabled:
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Comn BeEIC OHAE som Wl vg WOB® G
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Presented by Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
Minister of Finance ; to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 17th
May, 2016 and to be printed.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Justice and Buddhasasana for report.



1485 28Ee®sInd 1486

D8O @dded 8¢m® (eefmn BBed®)

s5Yys emYOun
emeul_ GmTeM eTMLD (Fn L 1q 6D6SITEHH6D) FL_L_eLpsvLD
WHITE ROSE FOUNDATION (INCORPORATION) BILL

©G 98 8BS Swmo

(wresriflg LbEls Lglyew)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

O DOBTNEDROB, BYD BCHBT ©wWILLND ) 9Tl
DO !

"080 edded Bem® wetden BBO wew § v emYdsn 98By
BBOO e@ded s gnw."

@G @0WOY gedyg®® Swmo
(oreryfl@ QandsL i ojliyanmisl)
(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)

E8sY 80 wo» @&
2 CLorBlE5mi.
Seconded.

g 88z @87 ewo e3®@z Ses.

sm ewdOsm 3O enPEd sCHO» O Bwdwm &Y, da
e 9800 Hewlw o 8.

D98 DB® esews 47(5) O IO Bewlww wden sms
ewQOsm 8@t 88D @i2YOO wo @S LWerdzd ¢@IDBHEs
©O» 800 G&.

aflsarir (Bl SHLILIL (B), THMYS CIB MM LILIL 1_g).

BsevTLILg, FL L CPSVLD (PSETUPOM WSNILIL_ L1 (B), YFFU LI _d
L 1_ewemuil_ LI’ 1 gy.

FLLpVLD  BlewsVshBL L swer (3.
RYYL ) P peverTLyi]

ClFUIwIILIBSDHTHE FIL' L LI 1 ).

47(5) @Gy  Faps
Y DIIF (5 Yshens

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Tourism Development and Christian Religious Affairs for
report.
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| move,

"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the
Akurana Baithuz Zakath."
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Post, Postal Services and Muslim Affairs for report.
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister, Minister
of National Policies and Economic Affairs)

I move,
"That the Bill be now read a Second Time."

Hon. Speaker, we are presenting an important part of
the financial regulations, an important law to regulate the
financial institutions of this country. Today, the financial
institutions are not confined to large banks or even to

finance companies. There are a large number of financial
entities, private financial entities and non-government
entities functioning in this country from the national level
to the local level and | find that the laws in respect of
banks, finance companies and even the microfinance
companies are not sufficient. It has led to a lot of
speculation and a lot of exploitation of the consumer in
this country. If you look at the finance companies, about
11 or 12 finance companies have collapsed in this country
causing a lot of loss to the investors, the depositors and a
lot of middle-class and lower middle-class people have
lost their money as a result of the inability to regulate the
finance companies sufficiently.

The same has applied at the village level to ordinary
people, who have lost money in the microfinance
companies due to non-regulation. On the other hand, we
find large-scale financial conglomerates coming up at
national level. If we do not regulate them properly, they
will become a threat to the country because they can
manipulate the economy. We see that happening already
in the capital markets, in the stock markets where a few
people are trying to manipulate the markets and my
policy so far has been, not to tell them what they are
doing. You found recently everyone was talking of the
collapse of the economy, but in fact, the measures we are
taking will have a stronger economy and all of a sudden
the same people who said, “The economy is coming
down, we need not invest in Sri Lanka.” are turning
around to invest in the country. All of a sudden they have
forgotten the issue that we are going to bring in the
Capital Gains Tax on share transactions and now they
find it attractive even to invest in the country’s share
market. That is one aspect of it.

We are dealing today with the microfinance. There
were a large number of pyramid schemes in the country.
We have heard of them and somehow or other the
specialty for all these pyramid schemes seems to be they
have come from Tissamaharama and Hambantota. | do
not know what the reasons are, but the biggest pyramid
schemes came in from Hambantota and Tissamaharama
areas. It may also have been that we were not applying
the law. We failed to apply the law; either the regulating
authorities did not pursue these matters or the police did
not investigate. But, today -
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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are unsuspecting people, there have been problems.

I do not want to talk at length. What we are doing by
the legislation is this. Initially, microfinance non-
governmental organizations have to be registered under
the Voluntary Social Service Organizations (Registration
and Supervision) Act, No.31 of 1980. So, these are non-
governmental organizations. Then, what we seek to
provide in the different chapters are as follows. If you
want to carry on this business, you must be licensed as
per Clause 3- Licensing requirement to carry on
microfinance business. The procedure is there and the
Schedule gives the conditions. In the Schedule we have
restrictions on business carried on by microfinance
companies. We deal with management of licensed
microfinance companies in Part Il of this Bill and
directions to and rules governing licensed microfinance
companies are given in Part IV. Then, Part V is on
financial statements and audit of licensed microfinance
companies and Part VI is on examination and supervision
of licensed microfinance companies. Then, the most
important part is Part VII which deals with cancellation of
the licence and winding up of licensed microfinance
company. Finally, we have the last two provisions,
namely, Part VIII which deals with microfinance non-
governmental organizations and Part IX which deals with
principles, strategies and guidelines laid down by the
Board.

What has happened so far has been the exploitation of
a large number of unsuspecting people by the
microfinance companies and we have to bring that to an
end. | hope this legislation will be the first and the most
important step in this regard. There will be other
legislations that we will have to bring in. But, | would
first ask this House to give its consent to passing this
legislation and once the legislation is passed, we will look
at what else is necessary. There have to be a whole series
of new laws that have to come in to the country, as |
mentioned earlier, from the Banking Act itself to
microfinance and the control of microfinance.

The grassroots economy is an important part of our
country and we have to strengthen the grassroots
economy. Especially in today’s development, when the
large-scale investments are coming, it has to be matched
with a strong local economy which creates jobs. The way
the technology is developing today, you may find robotics
and automation taking place in the largest investments.
So, where do you find employment? That has to come to

the grassroots, to these service organizations, to the small
organizations.

In addition to this, I will be asking the House to look
at our proposals on the Grama Rajya also as to How w
how to establish the Grama Rajyas and the Grama
Rajyas must also have a role to play in regard to
strengthening the village economy. This must go hand in
hand.

The other measure that we are contemplating is small
and medium enterprises. The jobs will come from the
grassroots economy, from the small and medium
enterprises. The large enterprises are needed and they
have to bring in the investments. They have to create the
market. But the job creation sometimes may not depend
on the large investments. It will have to be in the small
and medium enterprises and the grassroots economy. So,
we have to ensure that there is a strong grassroots
economy and in bringing the Grama Rajya legislation, if
the House so requires, we can give the proposals first to
the House and then bring in the legislation. But, today |
have presented here the Microfinance Bill which was
prepared earlier and | hope the House will give us support
to pass this Bill.

As regard to the Grama Rajya system, | would like to
have your views.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Bandula Gunawardane.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM

ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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please.
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Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella, the Sri Lankan Rupee
was at 91 against the US Dollar in 2002. Now, it has gone
up to about Rs. 140. So, it is a historical deterioration. It
does not happen because your Government or my
Government came in. - [Interruption.] When my father
started the Accelerated Mahaweli Development
Programme, the Rupee was at 35 against the US Dollar.
Please remember that. But now where is it? -
[Interruption.] So, just do not talk nonsense here. We also
know the economics. We are just paying back the loans
that the Mahinda Rajapaksa Government took; that is all
we are doing. So, just do not talk nonsense here. -
[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)
What is the reason for the failure?
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What failure?
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(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)
Now, you said that we have failed.
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We have failed because we are not regularizing it
properly. - [Interruption.] No, we are not regularizing it
properly; it is not structured properly. eed 508 Doz S
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Thank you very much. Next, the Hon. Gamini
Jayawickrama Perera, please.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Edward Gunasekara to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Abdul Haleem - Minister of Post, Postal Services
and Muslim Affairs)

Sir, | propose that the Hon. Edward Gunasekara do
now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES left the Chair, and THE HON. EDWARD
GUNASEKARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. M.L.A.M. Hizbullah - State Minister of
Rehabilitation and Resettlement)
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”
- [The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella.]
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Considered in Committee.

[MR. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 38 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Schedule ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 7.10 p.m. until 10.30 a.m on Thursday,

05th May, 2016 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 08th
March, 2016
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