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asked the Minister Education and

Highways:
(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether a land acquisition has taken place to
construct the Aqua Culture Unit of the
University of Ruhuna;

of Higher

(i)  if so, the extent of land that have been acquired;
and

(i)  the assessed value of the extent of land that have
been acquired?

(b)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether action has been taken to pay
compensation for the owners of those lands;

(i) as to why the payment of compensation
based on the assessed value has been
delayed to Mr. S. S. Gunasekara at
Rassandeniya, Devinuwara;

(iii) the date on which the said compensation
will be paid; and

(iv) whether steps will be taken to pay
compensation immediately?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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NURSING SCHOOL OF KAMBURUGAMUWA: PHYSICAL AND
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() @)er@mev, ersir?
asked the Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous
Medicine:
(@ Isheaware that-

(i) there is a dearth of physical and human
resources at the Nursing School of
Kamburugamuwa, Matara; and

(if) the female student nurses are seriously
inconvenienced owing to the situation?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of instructors instructing at the
Nursing School of Kamburugamuwa;

(ii)  whether the aforesaid number of instructors
is sufficient;

(ili) as to why arrangements are not made to
appoint the required instructors;

(iv) whether practical studies are conducted in
an adequate manner; and

(v) if not, why?
(c)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether an alternative procedure is in place
to expeditiously provide lecture halls and
hostel facilities to the female student nurses;

(if)  whether the proposal made to refurbish the
Nursing School of Kamburugamuwa by
attaching the female student nurses under
training to the Nursing Schools of Galle or
Colombo will be implemented; and

(iii)  if not, the measures that have been taken to
enable the female student nurses to follow
their studies in a successful manner?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Health,
Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine)

B0 WOIBNBHROB, OO yE»WO BERS 0®ews.

(2) (1) oveBm o ©ND WOBFOE ¢  Hevwn'

(ewods,

(orerLyfl@

DB
(i) ® cgmomDesy ©OB.
(20) (1) »nsiecsnd - BgwcesB 01
Bode eogddmed oweBES 01
| egdved eve BEBsT 01

(i) ©®rewd oy».
(i) o= BB »OYnH HSBsT SOA.

& wcw WOgn ewig Beamd. o
RO Ow gdwiry OO BO®
©¢HN.

(iv) ®o.

V) o ed.

(a0 (i) @D. @6 0 edfHE WS sBged Bug
smOOEsY @D ewe BRG]
92emecBsT OB,

(i) .
& o, oy Bw DEOE BewEuBn®s
Buswesy Om O DO, Bennsy O
@D NPT MEEO el IIHPTO @BIB.
ooy Om, oOm» Gvvwsy 128 ©¢nd
otesy. & 128 ecrnensy 66 ecovys
»Eed gw. & g YD Dwed gmdingded
@we BEwEO wmd.

(i) @w» (a7) () a® 81> LS.

() o e»d.

o6 §BE vgsTemn B Onm

(omresorLil@ Fredfled ambgieTEleTSS))

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)

O ®OTNSHROB, @G FOBARD 008 yAE®GO
B88ndwW o 20 o OO In®0 FBOD eOm. &
Ded® 99 9FOsT ©¥dw I D EEEOHeEDE
R C1I® O wlenisd.

O BONEDROB, OB BYT YHO YE»®
Poed 8y evlwuried e5IDi8med yadmwd. Jm dduenme
y@m@e »Swd BPew. EEHE @I ®»EHedeny
30ed BBswme 0@ v wWddh Jew. dmE O Hey
ydme Joads, OBy 0® oxTi8m swE®® E 880
20es DOgn wWOmde Bwsm OB, 00 HOBROSA,
RIN®® goog BEWBsT 0wicdr D GeD VIR0 oG ®
oI5y ¥OOET 008, & emE R 0 9TTesIE @m® a®Is
©000REY BD. © Bwo & ydmwdds ) mH0e® mOHED
Beg®r Creadmd 58, O O YOI&O edrTesy.

@0 (e0Dex1) Grn edrNdtsy Owm

(reswryll@ (sweuggslw sevrBlF) rredls Caerryder)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

O® 518 wmw0 8D vy Bw ¢OEOE 0® O ewI DR,
®0 98 WO v 8PS owe SgYeE WOYD PO
OO mer. aBT OW, e® ewe BLHE Wi Bedsiesy

1060

B8 ®¥ YOeL. VD @8 YEHWE Bedmrds, S
s ®wd woen Beadm Bw. S a8 ey »Ow
wOen GeE ecmrdh. & Pemrl 0® owe BevE Syem ®IE
O By ©@awe, a8 s @0 wdOydes ewe SR
®emDn. GO OF 9o ¥O yrmem OB »OgH »OB
WO R0 @D Bedsiesy. 95 @D & gwd gdoxs
e5ID8m000 vNEYHO® wBO BeEE CH 8 88 I aw
©mS0 OBIHH0.

OO DOIBNWBDR O

(oresrLll@ FUTHTWST HjeuTsH6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

g@s gow 8-409/'15-(1), ©5; Oed. ©®. ©BFwol Owmo.

®0 D858, D28 Dwmo

(omresor1fl@ er6rv.6Tib. LOM&&HTIT)

(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

OO DDOBNEDHROB, @ OO YBH® gm0,

OO OBBIB DO EIBED Dvmo

(orerfl@ Swhs &HevTTSeVs5)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

OO DOIBNIDBROB, Coes)s D10 83-08DD G imsn®0
eOmEDsY @ 9® ydmwd B8EnJ 8O wewr wwm WS
9CE 83D

g @2 S 988e HEOO Bewlw mom @&
fldTITemer LM GIDIT (G BIVTSBID FLOFLILAGHE HL 1 ewemuil_ i 1 gy.
Question ordered to stand down.

OO DHOIBNWBSDR O
(oresrLfl@ FUTHTWST HjeuTs6T)
(The Hon. Speaker)

@B 00w,

gdm gom 1-94/'15-(1), 0 dBm sBSen Onmo. O
00 ydmw 0ny vem 988usx WmOm O B
Beadndo.

g @z S 988e HEOO Hewlw mom &
fdTITMe) Lo G (1 HVTSBID FLON LIS &1 1 swemuili_ i’ 1 gy.
Question ordered to stand down.

DB enE O yyw WEEID 02080 : ey
eTAlGILIT(HsTT allewsvd GGS)rid

SDWPSLILIBHGSLILIL TEDLD ST T6uwTLD
NON-INTRODUCTION OF PRICE FORMULA FOR FUEL.:
REASONS
271/°15

2. 06 Bwesin 8OSBS Bvmn (OS] cew vt ©¥OBSIBE
®wm edmdI)
(oremyflg pwphs Fwrefr - wrewylllg 2 gsw Hrurs
FIDLOGTLI6V FTiLITS)
(The Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera on behalf of the Hon.
Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)
BE onE wdu wdldm gOisn@ees’ gy
gdme - (2):

(@) (i) B0y BeBAC o OB ¢@uddw B8y

eCI® eDege omeed dBY onE B apP®



1061

[06 Bwsin @86 @wnn]

odBws odege omoeg B 0dmd O 8c
W VIO @¢ D 2015 $50:8 16

YR > DO ¢BIenIE;

(i) oComs OB B oW VIO ELNEDO
e mOeds;

(i) OB B ypws VeI 8O eE8edd Bwdd
osIesic;

WBIB) O @O 5D (IOIemYBe?
(49) @20 el »®, d OxI¢?

QuHCmredlw suermigsst LllalHhd SjewwdFenrds Casr L
aflerm:

(o) ()  @pstrermeir Wssrous) HMID 6T lFdHS) SeOLFFT,
2 s Fhengullsr srflEluTmsT  allswevsendE

MU 2_sireapi Fhewgullsd allswev THMLOEHL LD

allemevd GHSSTO W TEsTEN M
SPYsiiubsseusrs 2015 Fereufl wraid
16p Fad  gPalssri sTaTUmS  jeum
QMleury,

(i) Gaouewr Gswaw @ alwed GBI

YV WPSHLILBHSSLILL_TEDLOSHSTET & T BISG6T
wrgl;

(i)  opswsw  on  oovd  GsHrsos
P YSLUOSSI5D S ST B TeVSBle

BLaIIGHMS 6THLILITTT,

STETLIENS Sjeui @)FaFenLid @ plaflliimyr?
(=) B)siT@meD, eresr?

asked the
Development:

(@  Will he inform this House -
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RANJAN RAMANAYAKE FOUNDATION (INCORPORATION)
BILL

®0 DDOE QeneEHS Dwmo
(orenryLil@ sTsul’ GewrBea)
(The Hon. Edward Gunasekara)
I move,

"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the Ranjan
Ramanayake Foundation".
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare for report.
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KULLIYYATHUL IMAAM SHAFIEE ARABIC COLLEGE
(INCORPORATION) BILL
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(The Hon. M.S. Thowfeek)

I move,

"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the
Kulliyyathul Imaam Shafiee Arabic College".
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Post, Postal Services and Muslim Affairs for report.
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NIDA FOUNDATION (INCORPORATION) BILL
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(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)
I move,

"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the Nida
Foundation".
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare for report.
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Hon. Speaker, as you are aware, during the last three
decades, period commencing 1st of May, 1983 till the
18" of May, 2009, there had been so many persons who
had been affected and whom we have defined as
“disadvantaged persons”. They have lost possession of
their immovable property long before, but still, they could
have vindicated their rights by filing for vindicatory
action or through some other remedy in the normal course
of the law. But, as a result of their inability to go for such
action, which was beyond their control, or their inability
to go to court within the limited time period as permitted
in the Prescription Ordinance - which is within ten years -
they could not either take over the possession of their
property or acquire their title. We see this is as a very
unreasonable situation as the law had been drafted as far
back in 1871 by adopting the Roman-Dutch Law in
relation to the subject of prescription, under which they
have fixed the restrictive time period as ten years to
acquire the title in respect of immovable property. That is
a reasonable time period; it is a lengthy time period. But,

taking into consideration the time period of the war
spanning over almost three decades in our country, that
ten-year period is not sufficient. Therefore, we have
suggested certain exclusions in the operation of the
Prescription Ordinance with regard to people who have
been disadvantaged or with regard to those who have
been affected as a result of the war or the ethnic conflict,
that they must be given the right to vindicate their title for
the lands they have been owning, sometimes, from
generation to generation. Therefore, Sir, we are making
this special provision in the law to safeguard the rights of
the disadvantaged or the affected people as a result of the
war. | hope the Hon. Members of this House will support
this Bill, which will give relief to a substantial number of
people who have lost their properties during that period.
Thank you very much.
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Yes, Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran?
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, might | just get a clarification? In Clause 6 of the
Bill, there is an interpretation which states " ‘activities of
any militant terrorist group’ means any act which is
defined as a 'terrorist act' in the Convention on the
Suppression of Terrorist Financing Act, No. 25 of 2005;".
Now, | have that Act here with me, but that Act has no
such definition. The Convention on the Suppression of
Terrorist Financing Act, No. 25 of 2005 does not define a
“terrorist act”. So, there is a serious flaw in this as the
Clause throws it back to this Act and that Act does not
have it. Neither does the Convention. | just looked at the
Convention itself adopted in December, 1999 in the UN.
Even that does not have a definition. So, insofar as the
reference in Clause 6 that the definition of "terrorist act"
should be as defined in Act, No. 25 of 2005 is erroneous,
will you look into that before the-

@0 (0028 w) Beswsgaes Gosesztes DHmo

(oresrLfl@ (S0THF) allwsren rregLsFag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

Certainly. I am thankful to the Hon. Member. This is
a Bill that had been presented to Parliament initially in
2014, but we could not have it passed. Subsequently,
during the 100-day period of the last Government also,
we were trying to adopt it, but we could not do it because
we did not have the majority. Now, | am thankful to the
Hon. Member. If it is so, we can look into the definition
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at the Committee Stage. We will discuss it with the Hon.
Member and the other Members also.

@G 90.8. 1@ BSY Owmo

(orevsT L)@ 6TLD.6T. FrLDbITeT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

In view of this lacuna that seems to be there in the
definition, if | may raise one other matter, in the Bill, the
time period that has been specified is from May 1% 1983
to May 18™ 2009. There is obviously a reason why you
have started it from May, 1983. But, the events that
happened in 1983 may not be caught up and the persons
disadvantaged in July, 1983 and the following months
may not actually get any advantage through this Act,
although that seems to be the intention, because of the
restricted interpretation that you find again in Clause 6.

So, if you can look at these two matters, we can bring
in appropriate amendments at the Committee Stage. The
first matter | raised is a serious issue because if there is no
definition in the other Act, you cannot enact it in this
form.

@6 (§0028w) Bessgaes Gorsesates Owmo

(rewryLll@ (sevrBHlF) allmwsren rregugag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

Certainly, we will include that interpretation. We will
discuss it.

@G 90.8. @I BSY dwmo

(orevsT L)@ 6TLD.6T. FrLDBITeT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

And also, if you include the persons who were
disadvantaged in 1983, then the definition will have to be
slightly broader than this.

@0 (008 w) Beswsgaes Goesesies Dwmo

(orenrfl@ (SvTHF) allLwsren rreyusag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

That is correct. We can do it, Hon. Member. Thank
you very much.

B0 ¥QIBNBHD O

(oredTLLfl@ FUTHTWSET Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.

[1.53 p.m.]

©0 0.8, 30T BSET Swm

(LorevTLLOl@ 6TLD.6. Sriob B TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Speaker, thank you for the opportunity given to
speak on this subject. | thank the Hon. Minister for
clarifying the issues that I raised. This is a very important
piece of legislation, | agree, and | am thankful that the
Hon. Minister of Justice and Buddhasasana has
introduced it today. As he rightly said, this has been in the
offing for a long time in a form of a Bill, at least from

2014 or even before that. But | remember, in the late
1990s itself - particularly the ten-year period from
October, 1990 - that is the time in which several persons
were forcibly driven out of the Northern Province and
when they could not get back to their original habitats for
a period of ten years, in 1999 very particularly, this issue
came up because they were forcibly kept out of the
Northern Province for almost ten years and all of their
properties would be prescribed too by others and that
even if this situation is changed, they would not be able to
get their properties back. I remember a proposal was
made and the Law Commission actually drafted a Bill
and promoted it. For some reason or another, that was
never enacted at that stage. October, 2000 came and went
and that disability continued.

Now, it is sixteen years after that, and almost 26 years
after that forced eviction of the Muslims from the
Northern Province, we have at least this Special
Provisions Law which would enable not only them, but
several others. As the Hon. Minister was pleased to point
out, many people in the North and the East were forced
to flee the situation that prevailed during that time and as
a result their rights in relation to their immovable
property became extinguished because of the application
of the Prescription Ordinance which has a time limitation
for vindicating the rights in relation to immovable
property - different periods of time in relation to different
rights. Ownership right, as the Hon. Minister pointed out,
goes out in ten years, but there are other rights, servitude
rights et cetera, which have shorter lifespan and all of
them would have been extinguished due to the protracted
conflict, a situation in which - for reasons beyond their
control - they could not go to court to vindicate their
rights.

By this Bill, there is a window being given now - it is
a (Special Provisions) Bill - a window of one year’s time,
which | think is a salutary thing. It does not actually seek
to amend the Prescription Ordinance for all time, but
makes a dent in it, opens a window as it were, so that
those who were disadvantaged and left without any
remedy, can, within this period of one year, vindicate
their right if they are interested. There may be several
persons who may not be interested, but there are others
who probably had just one piece of property or only land
that they could have their livelihood on and so on and so
forth, and they are enabled now to exercise their right
within the period of one year; from the date this Bill, if
enacted into law, becomes operative, within one year, to
go to the appropriate court and vindicate whatever right
that they may have had.

I have a few concerns which | just clarified with the
Hon. Minister. | am also raising the same concerns from a
slightly different angle as well and | would urge the Hon.
Minister to please consider those concerns as well and if
amendments are necessitated at the Committee Stage by
what | said earlier, then, take in these concerns also.
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@O QIBNBHD O

(oredrLLfl@ FUTHTWSET Hjsuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

EMNPGO @G WNGDRO Gremewssy 9O Hewsy,
Boewdess wnewmn® [oo BHew gOHee Opmf
8oes239038) Ses.

gsITIDG,
sBTIFRTG Sl Ty  YHVGe,

LorenTLifE FLITBTUIST YT
LlgZlFE  FLTBTwsET  Qyeuiser
[worevsrrflgy Hlavsis FwHlmre] sewsvsmwi auslss T serr.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA SUMATHIPALA] took the

Chair.

®06 Bewdss G506 5o
(orenryfl@ Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTsHsT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Sumanthiran, please continue.

@G 90.8. 1@ BSY Owmo

(orevsT L)@ 6TLD.6T. FrLDBITeT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Sir. | was saying there are some other
concerns associated with this phraseology. | will read the

Preamble.
“Whereas certain persons have been disadvantaged and therefore
unable to pursue their rights in court for the recovery of any
immovable property including land.."

And then it says,

"..due to the activities of a militant terrorist group during the period

”

It becomes incumbent, then, on any plaintiff or
petitioner or applicant who goes to any particular court to
establish that they were unable to pursue their rights in
court due to the activities of a militant terrorist group.
Now, | would urge the Hon. Minister to consider the fact
that that is a very high order. How does one prove that it
is not due to any other attending circumstances, but
almost as though a militant terrorist group came and held
a gun to your head and chased you out of your land?

It is not due to a particular condition that prevailed or
some deaths that occurred in that area. If your neighbours
were found dead one morning, you may have fled the
area. You will not be able to prove that those were only
due to the "activities of a militant terrorist group"” and
how does one define that? That is why | refer to the
"Interpretation” - Clause 6 of the Prescription (Special
Provisions) Act - which says “‘activities of any militant
terrorist group' means any act which is defined as a
'terrorist act' in the Convention on the Suppression of
Terrorist Financing Act, No. 25 of 2005". Lo and behold,
there is no such definition in that Act! So, it makes worse
when we do not have a definition for the word, "terrorist
act", which is supposed to be the same meaning as the
"activities of any militant terrorist group”. Anybody for
that matter would be able to first pass that threshold. This
is a (Special Provisions) Act to enable -certain

disadvantaged persons to now have a remedy. This is the
gateway through which they can enter the court.
Otherwise, they are out of time; they are woefully out of
time. Even the longest possible time period prescribed is
ten years, that maybe 20 to 25 years late. When they have
to enter through that narrow gate that is provided in this
section, that narrow gate says, “You must show that you
were unable to do this due to the activities of a militant
terrorist group”. Now, what is a "militant group™? What
is a "terrorist group” and what is a "militant terrorist
group"? Can there be a terrorist group that is not militant?

@S (0028 s) Bessgaes Gosesztes Dwmo
(oresrfl@ (S0THF) allLwsren rreusag)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
Hon. Member, can | make a clarification?

®©C; 98.8. @I BSET Owmn
(LomessTLLO)@; 6TLD.6T. Frlofb)TedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Yes, please.

@0 (§9028 ) Deswseaes Goxsesates Owmo

(rewryfl@ (sevTHF) allwsren rreyugsag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

Hon. Member, when | made my speech, you raised a
very important point with regard to the definition of
certain words given in the Act. The Hon. Member said
that there is no definition for "terrorist act" in the
Convention on the Suppression of Terrorist Financing
Act, No. 25 of 2005. But that Act has been subsequently
amended by Act, No. 3 of 2013. In that amended Act,
there is a definition for “terrorist act.” | quote Clause 5
(2) of the Convention on the Suppression of Terrorist
Financing (Amendment) Act, No.3 of 2013 for the

convenience:

“ “ “terrorist act” means-

(@) an act which constitutes an offence within
the scope of or within the definition of any
one of the Treaties specified in Schedule | to
this Act;

(b) any other act intended to cause death or
serious bodily injury, to civilians or to any
other person not taking an active part in the
hostilities, in a situation of armed conflict or
otherwise and the purpose of such act, by its
nature or context is to intimidate a
population, or to compel a government or an
international organization, to do or to abstain
from doing any act; or

(c) the use or threat of action-

(i)  which is designed to influence the
government or to intimidate the public
or a section of the public; and

(i) which is made for the purpose of
advancing a political, religious or
ideological purpose,

and such action,

(aa)  involves serious violence against a
person;

(bb) involves serious damage to property;

(cc)  endangers the life of another person,

other than the person committing the
action;

(dd)  creates a serious risk to health or
safety
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of the public or a section of the public;
or

(ee) s designed seriously to interfere with
or seriously to disrupt an electronic
system.”. ”

This is the definition given. | agree with Hon. Member
because that definition is not in the Act. No. 25 of 2005. It
has been brought in to the Act by Convention on the
Suppression of Terrorist Financing (Amendment) Act,
No. 3 of 2013. As a matter of clarification, we can insert
the term that the original Act has been amended by Act
No. such and such.

©6; 98.8. 19®sIBSsY Owmo

(LorevTL L)@ 6TLD.6T. FriDBETeT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I am thankful to the Hon. Minister for that
clarification given so immediately and, | must say that the
definition read out by the Hon. Minster is fairly broad.
My other concerns as to the narrow gateway are widen a
little, because it seems to catch-up the activities of any
militant group.

Nevertheless, would the Hon. Minister also consider
not attaching it to the activities of a group, but to the
general situation that prevailed? Now, this, | say from the
second concern that | raised at the end of your speech, of
which, the intention is to take in the disadvantaged
persons from 1983. And also, the Hon. Minister would
remember that at one stage, this draft confined the
applicability of this legislation to the North and East.
Then, it was considered "not good legislation" to have a
law applicable only to some parts of the country, and |
agree. | think, at the Consultative Committee during the
last Parliament, we discussed it and we all agreed that a
law cannot have territorial application within a country.
But, if the intention, which is very clear, is to catch-up
1983-situation as well, then this definition of "activities of
a militant terrorist group” may not suffice to grant relief
to those persons, because there was countrywide
violence. That violence was perpetrated not by a
particular militant group, but broadly speaking - in
insurance language it was riot, strike and civil
commotion. The situation in July, 1983 was not confined
to one militant group’s activities. So, the intention in the
Preamble, I say, would not be met if we still maintain this
definition of "a militant terrorist group” because
disadvantaged persons in 1983, will not be caught up in
that.

While thanking the Hon. Minister for acting swiftly on
my earlier concern, might I ask him again to please
consider that aspect of the matter also before the end of
the day, and if possible, since you are anyway going to
bring in a clarification and say, "as amended by Act, No.3
of 2013" do some other revision which actually enables
your intention to be met with regard to the timeframe that
you have specified in the Preamble.

With those comments, | will conclude my speech and
hope that at the Committee Stage, we can agree on an
appropriate language to this definition.

Thank you, Sir.
[a.00. 2.13]
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga - Minister of Tourism

Development and Christian Religious Affairs and Minister

of Lands)
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@6 Bewndss HO1ERO)

(orenryfl@ Nrdld suThTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

e Bwstess .
Sumanthiran.

~[Interruption.] Yes, Hon.

®©0 98.8. @I BSET Owmn

(LomessTLLO)@; 6TLD.6T. FrlofbS)TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Minister, | am glad that you said that the tender
procedure is going to be looked into again.

OO @S5t gOCH® Swmo
(omesorLyifl@ Ceamedr ST GIBIs)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
Yes.

@G 8.8, @I BSsT Owmo

(LomessTL L)@ 6TLD.6T. Frlofb)TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

We raised some concerns. When you raise concerns
of propriety, that does not mean that we are refusing the
offer. That is far from it.

OO @SdsY gOCR® Swmo
(omesorLyifl@ Ceamedr ST GIBIS)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
Then, why are you getting up?

@ 8.8, @I BSsT Owmo

(LomessTL{LOl@ 6TLD.6T. Frlofb)TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

All what we say is that we are very grateful that the
Government is doing this -

®C; @dsT §OS® Owmo
(omressrL1fl@ Cggmest ST GIBIS)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
Very good.

@G 98.8. 19®@sIBS5T Owmo

(orerLLll@ 6TLD.6T. LB TesT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

But, do it in a manner even without any appearance of
fraud, so that we can also receive it with a clear
conscience. So, we are thankful to the Government, but
we want it done properly. Under this project a house
costs Rs. 2.1 million. We have built houses for Rs.
700,000; houses that last for three generations have been
built for Rs. 700,000. | have visited one of these model
houses. | have shaken it and it is shaking.

OO @S5t gOCR® Swmo
(omesorLyifl@ Ceamedr ST GIBIS)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
Is that so?

@ 8.8, @I BSsT Owmo

(orerL i@ 6TLD.6T. LB TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

In a year, it will break and fall. | have tabled in this
House the pictures where the joints have come apart in
that model house. | have already tabled that picture. If it
is a temporary shelter, then it should cost much less than
Rs. 700,000. Why is it costing three times the value?
And, it will not last even one-third of the time that the
other houses will last. So, we are raising those concerns.
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When we raise those concerns, do not tell us, “If you do
not want, then leave it.” | do not think that should be the
spirit with which the Government should approach this
subject.

©0 @SdsT g®CH® Owmo

(omerLyfl@ Ceamesr )T GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Do you appreciate the fact that these houses will be
given to the people?

@6 Bendss OB

(orenryfl@ Nrdld suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. John Amaratunga, you are running short of your
time.

@G @SdsY gOCH® Owm

(omesorLyfl@ Ceomedr BT GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

That is all right. This is a valuable discussion. He is
raising some valid points.

®©0; 98.8. 9®sIBST Owmo

(LomesTLLO)@; 6TLD.6T. Frlobd)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

The Governor of the Northern Province has written
raising his concerns. The Northern Provincial Council has
passed a Resolution and written a letter. We will also
write, as the Hon. Minister said when | spoke the other
day - I have already spoken on this. Take those concerns
into consideration. That is all that we are saying. Do not
rush in and do this. The questions that | am raising are
valid questions. How can a house that will not last 10
years cost three times more than a house that will last
three generations?

©6; @dsY g®Snem Bwmo
(omrevsrLll@ Cegmest ST GIBIS)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
There is one factor.

oS 85 Bewznem  Owmo
3@ ®o)

(wrewtyflg  meller  Flevrprwds -
WHSESTLID jewLFEFT )

(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake - Minister of Plantation
Industries)

298 8Secdes.
STUPBSITIT.
rose.

(D188 »E&sIm

QuBBEHTL L &

®06 Bewds G106
(wrewsryfl@ Lrdld suTBTWST SyeuTser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Navin Dissanayake.

@S 5857 Besarrwm Owmo

(omrevsrLL0l@ Bafesr Slervrbmuwidsds)

(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)

Hon. Member, | agree with everything what you say.
This was discussed in today’s Cabinet Meeting also. |

have just one point to tell you. That is, the current offer
comes with a very attractive financial package where Rs.
2 million is also given for the house. If we go for another
offer, we may not get that financial package and the
Government will have to commit the building of the
house, brick house or whatever. So, given the financial
constraints, you appreciate that -

©C 98.8. 19®@sIBS5T Owmo

(orerLLll@ 6TiD.6T. LB TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

It is true that financial constraints are there. But take
everything into consideration.

@S 5857 Beszrnwzm Owmo

(ressrL0l@ BaTer Slewrbmwidas)

(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)

That is right. We are fully cognizant of your views,
Hon. Member.

®0 @SdsY gO0R® Swmo

(omessrLyfl@ Ceamedr )T &IBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

We appreciate the concerns expressed by you. You
are on the spot. We are outside. So, it is your remarks
and your ideas that the President and the Prime Minister
will go into and certainly they are concerned to ensure
that there is quality in whatever we do. Otherwise, we
have to have money’s worth. But, you must understand
that the people of the North and the East are very happy
that the Government has decided to put up these 65,000
houses. - [Interruption.] Therefore, as he says, do not
allow it to get disrupted also. We will do it with
responsibility.
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, we can easily agree for two
years.
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You can take it up at the Committee Stage.
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introduce alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, because
most of these disputes happen to be between people at the
grassroots level. Therefore, in addition to the benefit that is
sought to be conferred on the people, | urge the Hon.
Minister to consider introducing additional alternative
dispute resolution mechanisms to resolve some of the
problems that are at the grassroots level of our society.
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Sir, in conflict environments it is common to
experience secondary occupation of property. In countries
like Bosnia, Kosovo and Rwanda secondary occupation
posed a serious threat to reintegration and reconciliation
in post-conflict situations. This applies to Sri Lanka as
well. It has also been found that secondary occupation of
land and houses raises social tension among members in a
society as well.

The subject of secondary occupation of property has
been subjected to extensive discussion and research in Sri
Lanka and other parts of the world. Bosnia, Herzegovina,
Kosovo, Sierra Leone and Guatemala are some of those
countries. In some countries like Bosnia and Kosovo, the
agencies have successfully implemented property
restitution programmes. Here, they follow strictly the
guidelines set out in the "Pinheiro Principles,” which have
been adopted as guiding principles on land and housing
restitution.

One of the incidental issues arising out of secondary
occupation of property is the impact of restitution which
will have on the secondary occupant.
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Although the occupation of property belonging to others is
an unlawful act, there are other circumstances that
necessitate a more flexible approach to the resolution of this
complex issue.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe]

D002 83800005 e D GE.

[0 Bowles wirwewn® Geezc;ed) Sa.|

Gupaslsh Qg L gy.

[womsvsTLy Bl g )F FUTBIrwsi Yeuiser SeneVsHLD UBGETT 56N, [
Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
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(The Hon. Chairman)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
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CLAUSE 4. - (A disadvantaged person to be entitled to

benefit from this Act within twelve months after the date of
operation of this Act.)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 5 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 6.- (Interpretation)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
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(The Hon. Chairman)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
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(The Hon. Chairman)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

®z&. Hon. Chairman, the relevant Act has already
been mentioned in that Clause. That Act had subsequently
been amended. So, just to avoid any confusion and for
clarity, we added the term “the main Act as amended by
Act, No. 3 of 2013". Then, there would not be any
ambiguity.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 6, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 7 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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(The Hon. Chairman)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
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B8] Hon. Member, there are a few discrepancies in the
Tamil version also. Therefore, I just sought permission to do
the corrections in compliance with the Sinhala version. It is
a General Amendment.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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00 @B ©xFn®A, you were suggesting an
amendment to the Preamble.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, in view of the Amendment that has now been
brought to Clause 6, | will not raise it.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
Yes, it does not arise.
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Preamble ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Long Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
Sir, | move,

"That the Bill, as amended, be now read the Third time."
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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SELECT COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO AND
REPORT ON THE POSSIBILITY OF ENABLING SRI
LANKANS EMPLOYED OVERSEAS TO EXERCISE

THEIR FRANCHISE IN FUTURE ELECTIONS AND
MATTERS INCIDENTAL THERETO
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Question put, and agreed to.
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CONDUCT OF COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS
OF BRIBERY OR CORRUPTION

[e.200. 5.58]
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"Even though the Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery
or Corruption is bound to receive complaints and act in terms of the
Constitution and the law in terms of which it was established, we
express our displeasure on the manner it acts in contravention of the
said procedure and the fairness expected of it and the procedures
adopted by its officials and move that necessary steps be taken to
rectify this situation.”
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, | propose that you adjourn the House because this
is not fair. If you are going to have a lengthy debate, you
should have given more time to the Opposition. So |
propose that we adjourn the House.
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We have to adjourn the House at 7.05 p.m. eswoed
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

DO NP VDO emewn®¢ EEe®TRD -[Pido
A8®] You have to get the consent of the House. -
[Interruption.] Then, get the consent of the House. We
are not giving our consent. You have only four Members
present here. We have twenty Members. Get the consent
of the House, otherwise the House has to be adjourned.
Do not deviate, Sir. Follow the rule. Why are you trying
to deviate?
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Order, please!
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Order, please! Hon. Minister, you have to conclude.
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(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara - Minister of
Public Administration and Management)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

I will conclude, Sir. I do not want to waste my time
any more.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 7.05 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on Thursday,
07th April, 2016, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 08th
March,2016.
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