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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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Mr. Gardihewa Sarath Chandralal Fonseka made and subscribed
the Affirmation required by law and signed the Book at the Table.
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Determination of the Supreme Court:

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST !
REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

A Bill titled, “LOCAL AUTHORITIES ELECTIONS (AMENDMENT) *
In the matter of the ordinary exercise of jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
under Article 121 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka read with Rule 63 of the Supreme Court Rules of 1978

BEFORE
K. Sripavan

Sisira J. de Abrew,
Anil Gooneratne

Chief Justice
Judge of the Supreme Court
Judge of the Supreme Court

S.C.(S.D.) No. 03/2016 Petitioner Nuwan Ballantudawa, 3A,
tta Road, Delkand
Nugegoda.
Counsel Mr. Manohara de Silva, P.C. with
Canishka Vithana for the
Petiticner
Respondent Hon. Attorney General
Counsel Mr. Nerin Pulle D.S.G. with Dr.
Avanti Perera, 5.5.C. for the
Attorney-General
5.C. (5.D.) No. 04/2016 Petitioner Savithri Gunasekera
Counsel Mr. Canishka Vitharana for the
Petitioner
Respondent Hon. Attorney General
Counsel Mr. Nerin Pulle D.5.G. with Dr.

Avanti Perera, 5.5.C. for the
Attorney-General

Court assembled for hearing on 25.01.2016 at 10.30 a.m.

A Bill bearing the title “Local Authorities Elections (Amendment)” was published in the

Gazette of the Republic of Sri Lanka on 11" December 2015 and placed on the Order Paper

of Parliament on 12¥ January 2016. Two Petitioners have challenged the constitutionality of
this Bill by two separate petitions presented to this Court under the provisions contained in

Article 121(1) of the Constitution,

The objective of the Bill is to amend the Local Authorities Elections Ordinance (Chapter 252)
by introducing provisions to increase wamen’s representation in Municipal Councils, Urban

Councils and Pradeshiya Sabhas by 25%.
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Learned Counsel for the Petitioners sought to argue that Clauses 2,3,4,5,6 and 7 of the Bill
are in violation of and are inconsistent with Articles 3,4,10,12(1),12(2) and 14 of the

Constitution, in as much as:-

(2) The Sinhala and the English texts of the Bill, especially Clause 2 thereof is
inconsistent with each other,

(b) Clauses 2,3,4,5 and 6 are infringing the franchise of the youths and their rights to
contest at the Local Authorities Elections as recognized and secured by Section
28(2)(B) of the Act; and

(c} Clause 4 by importing the application of the procedure stipulated in Article 99A

of the Constitution, vests with the Secretaries of the contesting Political Parties,
absolute and unfettered right to act arbitrarily and capriciously disregarding the

order of priority specified in the lists of women candidates referred to in Clauses

2and3.

Learned Deputy Solicitor General submitted the inconsistency, if any between the Sinhala
text and the English text would be corrected at the Committee Stage Amendment. However,
it is observed that in terms of Article 18(3) English is only a link language and Article 18{1)
provides that the Official Language of Srilanka shall be Sinhala. Thus, even if the

inconsistency remains, the Sinhala version prevails over the English version.

Article 3 of the Constitution vests sovereignty in the people and enlarges the concept of
sovereignty by adding to it fundamental rights and the franchise. The said Article reads

thus:-

Article 3
“In the Republic of Sri Lanka sovereignty is in the People and the inalienable. Sovereignty

includes the powers of government, fundamental rights and the franchise.”

However, Article 4 (e) in prescribing the manner in which franchise shall be exercised,
limited its exercise at the election of the President of the Republic, Members of Parliament
and at every Referendum by every citizen who has attained the age of 18 years and being
qualified to be an elector has his name entered in the register of electors. The Supreme

Court in the case of Athukorale Vs. Attorney-General (1996) 1 S.L.R. 238 at page 242 noted thus:

“It would oppear from the above provisions that having extended the concept of sovereignty by
adding fundamental rights and the franchise, Parliament in prescribing the manner of exercising
the franchise, limited it to voting ot the occasions referred to in Article 4(e). The wider meaning
of franchise which would include voting at other elections such as election of local bedies or

Provincigl Councils has not been adopted.”

Learned Deputy Solicitor General drew the attention of Court to 5.C.{S.D.) Nos. 2/2010 - 11/2010
[“i.ocal Authorities (Special Provisions) Bill” and “Local Authorities Elections (Amendment) Bill"]
where this Court made the following observations:-
“It is clearly evident that the wider meaning of franchise, which would include voting at
local authority elections hod not been adopted in Articles 3 and/or 4 of the Constitution.
It is to be borne in mind that the basic structure of the Constitution could be amended
only by express provisions ond admittedly no such provisions hod been suggested or
introduced to incorporate local government elections in Article 3 and/or 4 of the

Constitution.”

Thus, the meaning of "franchise” as envisaged by Article 3 read with Article 4(c) of the Constitution

does not extend to elections of local authorities.

Learned Counsel for the Petitioners in both Bills submitted that the intention of the legislature was
ta rectify the mistakes of the past and it was for that reason that Clause 3 refers to two nomination
papers. One nomination paper shall consist of a list of names of candidates for the purpose of
election as members of the local authority; the other nomination paper shall consist of a list of
names of such number of women candidates ranked in the order of priority. However, reference
to Article 99A in Clause 4 with regard to the apportionment of women members to be returned in
the order of priority ranking creates a doubt whether the said priority ranking would be followed.
The real issue, therefore is whether having regard to the underlying purpose and the policy of the
amendment by making reference to the “order of priority” can the legislature create a doubtin the
minds of the voters who have the right to elect their representatives? In case of doubt as to the
true scope of the amendment, the provisions sought to be amended may be relied upon as an aid to
the understanding of the meaning thereof, and for determining the general object and intenticn of

the legislature in effecting such amendments.

For the avoidance of any doubt, the Commissioner of Elections shall anly be permitted to declare
women member in accordance with the order of “priority ranking” of the women candidates as

contained in the second nomination paper referred to in Section 28(2A).

The Court therefore holds Clauses 2,3,5,6 & 7 are not inconsistent with the Constitution and may be
Passed by Parliament by a simple majority of Members present and voting.
Clause 4 in its present form violates Article 12(1) of the Constitution. However, the inconsistency
will cease to operate if the said Clause is amended as fallows:-
“In the apportionment, in accordance with the order of priority of ranking, of the
Number of women members to be returned from all the wards of such Local authority

area among the recognized political parties ond independent groups, as referred to in

Section 28(2A), the Commissioner of Elections shall take into consideration the number of
valid votes polled by each recognized political party ond independent group in all the
words of such local authority area, and the method of apportionment set out in Article
994 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka shall, mutatis
mutandis, apply thereto,

Provided that the Commissioner of Elections shall not require the Secretary of any
recognized political party or group leader of any independent group to make any
nomination of persons in addition te the persons already nominated under Section 28
nor shall the Secretary or group leader as the case may be submit any list making any

nomination.”

We shall place on record our deep appreciation of the assistance given by the learned
Counsel for the Petitioners and the learned Deputy Solicitor General who appeared on
behalf of the Attorney-General.

M2

(K. Sripavan)

Chief Justice

(Sisira J. de Abrew)

Judge of the Supreme Court

o .«\;—p wgu

(Aﬁil Gooneratne)

Judge of the Supreme Court
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[This annex is also placed in the Library.]
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(7) @B, rein?

asked the Minister of Higher Education and

Highways:

(a) Is he aware that a special project titled “i-Road”
was implemented under the supervision of the
Road Development Authority?
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(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the foreign financial institutions which
provided loans for this project;

(i) the date on which loan agreements were
signed with the said institutions; and

(iti)  the relevant conditions?

(¢) Will he table separately in respect of each
Pradeshiya Sabha as regards the “i-Road” project-

(1) the roads selected;

(i) the date on which the said roads were
selected;

(iii)  contractor for the construction of each road,

(iv) the date on which agreements were entered
into with the relevant construction
institutes;

(v) the date on which the construction should
be completed as per the said agreements;
and

(vi) the roads of which constructions were
completed as at 01.11.2015?

(d) Ifnot, why?

o0 EEOs BEHEE Owm (c®Ed gdvism o
®@8® §@1n® e 28Be®xIned
BWIBNBDR )

(oresryfl@  svgagwssr  HiflsTeosw - o2 wissall WHMID
@J_T;@@&rrmsva;sh 9| EWLOFF (LD LT T @RLOGSTM & FeoLI
(CERLYGT)
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Parliament)
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asked the Minister of Disaster Management:

(a) Is he aware that a girl named Fathima Azra, who
studied in the Advanced Level class at K/
Badiudeen Muhmud Girls School died after
falling into an unprotected drain in Katugastota
area in Kandy amidst bad weather with heavy
rains in the afternoon of 15.10.2015?

(b) Will he inform this House whether necessary
action will be taken to pay compensation to the
bereaved parents of the aforesaid girl who died in
that unexpected accident?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa - Minister of
Disaster Management)
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asked the Minister of Justice:
(a)  Will he inform this House separately -
(1) the number of terrorist suspects bailed out;

(i) the number of terrorist defendants, bailed
out; and

(iii) the number of perpetrators of terrorist
activities who were granted with the
Presidential Pardon? on the advice of the
Attorney General during the period from
09.01.2015 to0 31.10.2015?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Buddhasasana:

(a)  Will he state-

(i) whether the Ministry has a course of action
to develop temples and viharas;

(i) if'so, what that course of action is; and

(iii) the methodology for allocating funds for
temples and viharas?

(b)  Will he inform the House-

(i) the number of dhamma school teachers in
Sri Lanka;

(i)  how much is a dhamma school teacher paid
as allowance;

(iti)  whether that allowance is adequate;

(iv)  if not, whether he will take steps to increase
the amount paid as allowance; and

(v) if he will, the date on which it will be done?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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PRESIDENT'S COLLEGE, EMBILIPITIYA: IRREGULARITIES IN
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he accept that -

(i) irregularities have been caused in
connection with student admission to Grade
One in the President’s College,
Embilipitiya; and

(i) the principal had directly engaged in the
aforesaid malpractices?
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(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether an
conducted by the
Schools in this regard;

investigation has been
Director, National

(it)  If so, the date on which it was conducted;
and

(iii)  the outcome of the aforesaid investigation?
(c)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) the measures that would be taken against
the principal who had engaged in the
aforesaid irregularities;

(i)  the measures that would be taken with
regard to the future of the aforesaid school?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

Development:

Will he inform this House-

(a)
)

(if)

(iii)

(iv)

whether Chinese vessels have been
permitted to engage in fishing in the
international maritime zone of the Indian
Ocean;

if so, of the number of vessels to which the
aforesaid permission has been granted;

the conditions relevant to the agreement
between those vessels and Sri Lanka; and

the annual income expected from providing
permission in this manner?
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(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the number of Sri Lankan vessels engaged
in fishing in the international waters;

(if)  the steps that have been taken to remedy the
injustice faced by Sri Lankan fishermen as a
result of Chinese vessels;

(iii)  the reasons for not supporting Sri Lankans
to purchase large fishing vessels instead of
providing permission for Chinese vessels;

(iv) whether it has been planned to provide large
fishing vessels and required facilities
including modern technical tools enabling
Sri Lankans to engage in fishing in the
international waters; and

(v) if'so, how and from which date?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera - Minister of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources Development)
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asked the Minister of Rural Economic Affairs:
(a)  Will he admit that-

(i) bovine foot and mouth disease is spreading
throughout Sri Lanka very rapidly;

(i) the Department of Animal Production and
Health does not possess a sufficient stock of
vaccines given to prevent this disease;

(iii) many items contained in the Circular issued
by the said Department in relation to
controlling that disease have been
cancelled; and

(iv) it has not been possible to control that
disease as a result of such cancellation?

(b) Will he inform this House-

(1) the items that have been removed from the
Circular issued by the Department of
Animal Production and Health;

(ii)  the reasons for removing those items;

(iii) whether action will be taken to include
those items again;

(iv)  the steps taken to provide without shortage,
the medicine required to control the bovine
foot and mouth disease; and

(v) the measures taken to breed the cattle
resource destroyed owing to that disease?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. P. Harrison - Minister of Rural Economic

Affairs)
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(The Hon. Faizal Cassim - Deputy Minister of Health,
Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to answer that Question.

With regard to the first question he asked, I would like
to mention that in 2012/ 2013 there was no committee
appointed to probe into the kidney racket.

The answer to the second question is, the Five-
Member Committee had given its report to the Hon.
Minister on the 05" of February, 2016. Since the
investigation is still going on, we are unable to submit the
report to Parliament.

In reply to the third question, I would like to say that
to correct the shortcomings in the kidney transplant
procedure, as a short-term measure, we are going to
strengthen the methodology of the Ethical Committee.
One of the long-term measures is, we are going to review
the Transplantation of Human Tissues Act, No. 48 of
1987, because there are a lot of lapses in the present
procedure and we have to bring in new regulations. The
other is, we have to handle this issue diplomatically
because it is between India and Sri Lanka; both countries
have to decide on healthcare provisions and as to how we
are going to regulate it.

For a kidney patient they bring down a donor too. We
do not know whether the donor is a genuine donor or a
money-paid donor. Presently there are committees at



627 208Ee®5nd 628

[0 08BeE 208 @wmn)

private hospitals in the country. When the chairman of
that committee approves the affidavit they have given, the
private hospital performs the kidney transplant. So, to
regulate this, very soon we are going to bring in new
regulations to the law and bring this under control.

Hon. Anura Dissanayake, are you satisfied with that
reply?
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The Constitutional Council, if it had met yesterday, 1
guess, would have kept whatever the decisions as
confidential. How can a Member of the Constitutional
Council address the media and say, “We met; we
discussed and we agreed that His Excellency the
President should be addressed by the Constitutional
Council to name only a single person to be the Attorney-
General of this country.”?

Hon. Speaker, I would like to get a Ruling on that
because it is not a positive procedure to adopt. You, as
the Speaker and as the Chairman of the Constitutional
Council could make a statement at any moment to the
House, which is provided in the Nineteenth Amendment.

I would like to bring Article 41G of the Constitution
to your notice, which states, I quote:
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Hon. Speaker, I would like to quote an article which
appeared in the “Sunday Island” of 7" February, 2016,
titled, “The Constitutional Council Fiasco” by Dr. Nihal
Jayawickrama - an eminent legal expert who had served
as an Attorney-General of the country and as a Secretary
to the Ministry of Justice. In his long article he submits
that if the relevant Gazette Notification has not been
issued and if it has not been placed before Parliament, the
Constitutional Council ceases to function - it becomes
defunct.

I may quote only the last section of the article as a
reference:

“The failure of the Constitutional Council to perform its initial
function, namely, to determine the procedures for the performance
of its duties, has eroded its legitimacy. Any inconsistency in the
performance of its duties will raise doubts about its integrity. While
any recommendation or approval of the Council cannot be
questioned in court even on the ground of procedural irregularity,
the Constitution now enables an appointment made by the President,
based on such recommendation or approval, to be challenged by
way of a fundamental rights application on the ground, for example,
of discriminatory treatment in the appointment process. Therefore, it
is imperative that the rules relating to the performance of its duties
and functions are formulated and published in the Gazette for public
scrutiny, and placed before Parliament. Transparency and
accountability demand that this be forthwith done.”

Now, this is a big lacuna and we would like to get a
Ruling or a Statement from you today in the House. If this
has not been done, first it has to be done before any more
appointments are made. I guess all will agree, any legal
luminary will agree, that that should be the position. We,
in Parliament cannot be led into situations which have
arisen because of a lacuna.

Hon. Speaker, in addition to that, I may once again
request you to keep the House informed whether the
Constitutional Council has considered the appointment of
the Attorney-General. Yesterday, according to an Hon.
Member who made a statement to the media, this matter
was considered. Even the Bar Association has made a
request that the most senior member of the Attorney-
General’s Department who is acting and whose acting
appointment the Constitutional Council has extended
twice or thrice be appointed. Is he going to be appointed
or whether there is going to be any other decision made to
the contrary? Secondly, whether a decision is going to be
taken in any manner before this Gazette Notification is
made public and placed before Parliament? These are the
two requirements that are very much embedded in the
Nineteenth Amendment.
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Sir, our Constitution states, under the Constitutional
Council, I quote Article 41A.(1)(c):

“(c) The Leader of the Opposition in Parliament;”

So, there can only be one Leader of the Opposition
and one Opposition.
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No, no, that is under the Nineteenth Amendment to the
Constitution. But, in reference to Parliament, there is no
"Leader of the Opposition" in the Constitution. You read
the Constitution. If you read the Constitution you can see
that there is no "Leader of the Opposition". It is a
convention that Parliament has adopted where the
Speaker recognizes the Leader of the Opposition. That is
a different position. Here, the position is that we are
canvassing that we be recognized as a group in the
Opposition which the Hon. Speaker could do. Sir, if you
say, "I will give you more time", that is because we are
not getting more time as a group; if you say, “You should
be seated together," then you have recognized that we are
a group. That is why we are seated together. I can give
you such examples from the last six months. But, the final
issue is whether you are going to recognize us as a group
in the Opposition or not. Otherwise, it is very difficult for
us to co-operate in the day-to-day Business of Parliament.
The Hon. Prime Minister accepts that there is an issue
which has to be solved, but it has not been solved for the
last six months.

So, Hon. Speaker, we have canvassed and we would
like to get a decision from you.
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[At this stage, some Members of the Opposition walked into
the Well of the House and created an uproar.]
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Order for Second Reading read.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister, Minister
of National Policies and Economic Affairs)

Hon. Speaker, I move,

"That the Bill be now read a Second time."

gc @8 @O 006 Bwd® wcw 0® om emydon
288e®@nd0 928u Wmimles’ e® Jed ®WisImDsIO
BT BICD GBHBOE Bewlsme D180 Ca e¢sImIE.
[P0 BBO] ©® Bmed 53w, ®sImn Bewisme 8 »OD
O ©2 eODOJ o0 B ER @B BwEo. [ BBO]
©® vy ewmPYOBHO BGdR Dvesy 8 Bucs ©® ¢siony
D [ BEO] o®enm »E qvd N8 Hew,
DBIOBIO BT BIED GBBOE Bewddmw Difewsy
G eI,

19312 =8B Om0d0 ©® Jed MmO Coess
OsTnen DD v Pam. O 9esy 38 A Bedm yoBw
e®@imwe? [ BEO] 19568 morImd @ @B08w
3w ur Yew. 19608 Defetnssnwm ©BBe ecimed
B€YNB ®sImn eOOBBw 03w e Hen. [P B3O
s’ e®emPecs eEthirnem OBBEO  BodRos
DOV,  DELENOTNGED O BBeON DL @B
DeBNdNGDm BBGO dhTer’? 00 OBwd Yoo
DO, @8 Ondwd BGdd el ecImed s B
209BBe v30 OBy EOD dme BEBeE o
¢B¥mn. [Dodd BBO] m3©@msf 19948 0538m0 Dedehdmrnnm
D@0 BBe 0@ Jded qedBRe Jow. & amd
Comned BB gOOBBWsY ecocorn o Yaw. [P
BBO] 3@ 1994 050008 ©wed  OxIemo
DeFENCTNWEE WOICD® SBBw BNl BBw  ©SBd
2PH® 20 @@ Ced HrNBuBBwe HSBO v Hew. [P
B3O

gc a8 0® 00 wWed wvewdvw PEETes’ veI
BICD PBHBOC I Bewddme OE 0 ocsimnd.
[@000 BBO] D @0 9BIB) (@ OWE®BN® ¢BIH0 -[@odd
BEO®] OO E ®BINOBT DE OB Ay WO B
Y, BGED Y Bwr. @@ God msimndsid Bewlsmae
NBYO G e¢ImB, gc a8 0® sea) ey $ric DOBO
(seeaddm) s emJBun 9e8us 6 Bedsleny.

O® ye® OrTer’ WBIHOE @O BGTD D» O
D8, I Bewlsmw OBews’ G @¢s O O ¢ed
8dmp O5IBGcO8 O5IEn8w 5D Dxfest ¢ &? [
BEO] dmp OEnGw IO 85 dR8. a¢ @® qw @I
Boewlsmw 0@ w0 ¢ 08 usm ewmy®un wddn ™J
OBO WmSSE WO westery 87 IO
800 BBWBO ME @RV 05y WS eesIm VA
Boc a8 BODs. [ BE®] wordmn Bewlsmre O »6
eem Om wmdsE BOSIm »Ogn Wom O a8
080y8emewsI® ewEIBH. @® Ced WONS GROE
DBTNOBT OB, I Bewddme o Eedny,
D0 ©® Jed gy DBEOWwmSHBw 6O B3wi. &¢
DBIOBY ececen® egddmiamod 8BEDBIcOSwsT
Drersy 83501, [@1do B3O

ged BB Jood msdmd 3w ged w808
SENE »CWO IO B3wo. ged eEmO® QIO
DBID0BY @I, @ed BEOBONECOR cOMEBB QYJOC
5Im005Y @D, I OO0 D eI OBB. [Pt
BBO] wusIm0sI0 ALy BweE® ydm g8 Dwe 2
Beadmdig? mImdsI0 ACBD YE® ©wznd &
BedmyDr. & »OB, 95350 Hoesw®; IBIZOBTO dedHD



649 2016 o508 09 650

Bedny yOaNOw. J guvd 3y Besimy . OB
DICED PodBe ©wdm wwisBdders BOD, "©®
BI85 Buwd ¢venw ®E"®w B [ BEO] S
BB OB WOBID) WOYR WOE BND. DOCOC
endORw®E Bed@w O cvwme DO GBsT
asiBR0 8L Yool omule? Dod@mewmd ©0 ¢ ®®.
O BBOw Bwdd gooFed oz ¢ mmdsied
2D BGd Pew gw @ @m0 #FOECE 0® sms
emY®unm enem® WO BGTRD Fwr HOBYo.

©® ®0; ®®Ied BedD, MBIDI NL. @® OO ©WIed
Ym0 Bewldme Bedmd. gueds) sews syes mosIm
Boewldmne Bedmd. dumare osfer msimn Bewdsma
Bedmn. g¢ wosizn §B» =HEOC y@dm Bedmdr. ¢
ACTD WosImn YE® BHCEOE Bedmy ydm. ¢nd BED
Bewldme »om god o8 Ofndwusiciensi &8
e, gdlewsy viel & vgier DTROO Bedm
5@ 0@ Bwo -[Dn BBO] & dTWemd® o D
DO [0 BBO] S0 yIBHEE® oI5 ¢ ©edeyd
(3 @0 OrmB. IO OB ©® ye® edsTesy By Y. O® e®
OGO Censt ¢y CGCECHD, @@ v emY®BmO
©8@yden wHewrdnw eI Bwr. e® BDicw 988kd evm
@53 By DO, 2O e e¢sIm @8 W OBB. & womDLD
28 e®@m» gd®y» W3y,

DBIOBTO DR Y&E» ¢80 00 emdssy wwo
s WO DWEHD Wi DIBINOBTO  ICBBY  YAD
dwesizy O IO Bw® Bewldmwxm ®
28Be0Ind gmed a8 G oI A edrBEHP
sens’ Bewldmenw P e¢iny By & Heo 208 -
[eesdmo BBO] BeodvewsI® a8 mim Bewddma o
@¢sID) BiEr 8 ©widE B8rewd 255 005y weg. [ewd®
BBO] e ©9dE g0® I Bewldme Bwwd 25
Bedmrydr. JOOs0 5O & 82100 D18 B0 vBIe YOOI, &
Bwwd 25 8800 a8 mom 48 9 ecsiesy mywr.

38 9 “5n38BOCmedd  ©®ecisIcd  ¢uIvw;
©e®fwc 8Bewnm EeNIBBR® ©ediItd  ¢BIvv.
[eeduo BBO] & 25108 TmdTO 01880 Bewdsmwsl
Ch @¢5i) Bedversi® 0® vmy emy®un 923s I
Bedsler’. [ewlsr BEO] mstmn Bewdsmw o g8 Do
DO @53esy Dl [P BBO®]| e SE 2953H0
Bowdsmw D18 BBO wew cnem 0® sm emIdsn
DEWmBBE OB Oeso.

28 RINOTEed y@E» guIm C1¥BB; VIO
EOD I ocsimy CEA8; IROTed ydmw o
BnBB® Oy S O CdB8. J Bew ©®
@ 835 OTHOGIBIO Bwmb, msinn Bewddme 18
BB eomy O 0 vm ewmYOum WRBSBE BDOSID
e Bwo.

OO DOIBNGDROB, ded BTN W €@ WOYD # OB
D5 Dedtnd LHBWO WL DREDsT W
BHBOO 98 ¢ty Bwr ©® 0® ¢dEed 9EE 8Imn.
[0 B3O

Y@@ 3008588 W GE.
QflsoTIT ST(B)GSNMILDLILIGILIDD S
Question proposed.

[&.60. 2.39]

@G DI DeFENC DB (I W €O WOGH

@1 8w)

(wrewrfl@ (Slpwd) Fhdlrrenil wuessTLTr - Wi WHMID

Amiaui IS HEOLOFFIT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani Bandara - Minister of Women

and Child Affairs)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage - Deputy Minister

of Petroleum Resources Development)
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2 mFILB Sl mEHeTCnTid. &) HHhsCUTSlaD og5CLTgID
TN BTHISET Blemarsasalsvens). HsGeu, @bsd FH(HSSHF
FULPVSSHTL TH, 6THTaumASTH STevmIsGeflsd 2 6ireorn
& weaTmBISaflsy, WwrsTenT Fapuseafled, LTTTEHLOETNSSBl6V
Y slEwTer Guatrast LrdBldsgiand QuUDddm g suemauilsy
BLoUIgEMSE 6T(HdS CeusnrBb. @)bsd FL L cypevd BlewmGeum
Ul L gn@L @bSws  UTTTEBLETDSE 6
Queistssit 33 afgd @)L bun Geusir@ eTedTn FLL G
EAGET Qhpsts  urrTep
WaTDSHID  rETewT Fevuseaign 33 ofsssibE G
Quenrassit UrglBlglsgieud Glumeusns o MiSIILBHSSH 5T g
FlLepevmigsenstd Carasr@eubg BlewpGaumm  Geuedr(H)id.
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urgrepaTNSmEL  LrglBlSssieutiu®ssidlearn o rdfwed
s Asst  cpeowrsts  Cuesepemw  LrSlBldlssiasams
2 mFILBSS CouevTiquigl SLeDWWTE &) HdHHSTDSI.
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Q& raiTeuriil_L_engliGuimey,

FLU_L_CLPEVBIGH 6T Q& messt(Heurtiu_mraill_ L Teb,

o sireemi  YFlaTrFmusailsy CueTseEhs@l  UlrslBldls
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drglflglbgiabsise  woiiys  Csfaildg,  eglitings
QsMallss @)Ly CurFwrsd SHIGEHL I HYTILTL L S0
BLSSHIUNS THMIGCETeTeTalVemev.  @)HHF
FoouwllG s CsAwd gnl L enwliferyrdlu BrrbigssT

[BITTBI&H 6T
TSemearGuir  GuTyTL L BigenerL L6V S eneudssir
BLSSUNHSHTEDTID. YsCeu, GFewsulll (h BTHIGST 6THS
YR XM 9 FFe» L wWIGLTsugeDemev. @)L
UTrTEBLSTDSSD Llrsw ewwdsFi eurserted B)HoHH
BBHSsF FUL cpevid CsrenrReuriiut’ L ger Cpmdsin, Gluer
HEHbGF FHgeuD efdgl, o ereenrml o werms Cspisedlsy
25 efgwreug euiser Qg feyGFiuliLBaugsna@ @)L Lefldhs
GouaisT(ID TETUSZISTET. HSDE SLDS CHFwid n L L ewiols
vlergrdlw  prsisEphd  yrewr  ysremen  QeusflliLi(Bigs)
BIDHSTEDTID sTedTLINS @) hSF FHhoMLiLSHCsv Gl iflaldgidh
QasrenT(® aflewL_GlLmiSlesTEmedT. HesTl.

@O0 QNGB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTILST SjeuTds)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon.Faiszer Musthapha may
[Interruptoin.]

speak next. -

[2.55 p.m.]

@G 088 Gedmozso Owmo (BT 8w ¥ BEIS BIRD

2@ &)

(oreTyfl@ ewUFT WPEVSUT - LOTHTERT FEOLIGET LOHMILD

2 aireaprTL & SeLFFIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Minister of Provincial

Councils and Local Government)

Hon. Speaker, I consider this a historic and a
momentous  occasion.  -[Interruption.]The  female
population of this country has continuously been agitating
for further representation. We have been proud to have
the first female Prime Minister and a female Executive
President in the world. But unfortunately, we have not
been able to increase female representation in this
country. Globally, today, there is adequate female
representation. There have been agitations in various parts
of the country and His Excellency the President and the
Hon. Prime Minister have been prudent to introduce this
Bill at the Local Government level, whereby there would
be 25 per cent of female representation.

It is unfortunate today, that certain Members have
thought fit to disturb this historic occasion, especially
when we are giving women of this country an equal
opportunity. A few days ago, on the Independence Day,
we fought the barrier of language - we gave the
opportunity to the Tamil community of this country to
sing the National Anthem in Tamil. Today, we have
stopped gender-based discrimination in this country. If
you look at the local bodies, today, the women
representation is less than 5 per cent. The only way we
could address this issue is by giving the opportunity to
women to participate in the democratic process of this



655 208Ee®5nd 656

[061 0838 Gedmowo @wmn)]

country. However, due to the PR system, women have
been hesitant to enter the political mainstream. But, this
Bill will encourage women to come into politics like the
manner in which the National List is created. Thereby,
women will get an opportunity of coming into the
political mainstream of this country and this will create a
major difference. The only way in which we can uplift
women in this country is to encourage them to get into
politics. It is statistically proved that local bodies in India
where women have entered have shown great success
and great development. Therefore, the only manner in
which we can empower women in this country is to get
them into mainstream politics. -[Interruption.]

All of you may scream, but I am sure that all of you
will agree that this Bill is needed for the country and this
is going to create a major change, whereby all women of
this country will get an opportunity to enter the
democratic process.

All our leaders wanted to do this. Why are you
disrupting this today when women of this country are
given an opportunity of entering the mainstream politics?
-[Interruption.] You all can scream and laugh, but I
request all of you to vote for this Bill. I thank His
Excellency the President and the Hon. Prime Minister for
bringing in this Bill. We have produced the first female
Prime Minister, but we have not been able to attract
women into the system as our global friends like India
and Bangladesh. Therefore, we will attract women into
the politics of this country through this Bill and all of you
will support to pass this Bill. -[Interruption.] You all will
scream but you will support this Bill. None of the
Members in this House will oppose this, especially my
good Friend, the Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi
has been agitating for women representation. Though she
is there, her heart is with us. She is a woman who has
championed for women’s rights. All women in this
country and all the women Parliamentarians are
supportive of this Bill at this momentous occasion.
Therefore, even though you all disrupt this, you all will
support this Bill and it will be a very progressive move.
Thank you, Sir. -[Interruption.]

@O0 DIBNBHD O

(oTeTLLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Ee®0, ®3 88m Goew DEFENT Coess G OB,

[g.60. 2.58]

@O BED Goew PO Bwm (Byemo 80805 W

DasfBw e Coess g amun®)

(oreryflg ureds TmGs uswLrr - Fper LalHsS

wHmib Csrfleouulpd] @) rrernis HenFFT)

(The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara - State Minister of Skills

Development and Vocational Training)

@O DOIBNBHDOB, & SerdversI® wriends DmD,
BEIT  EDH PBHDOC WY BT WWOE  BIDN

Bowddmre 8 BB @O@ITTAD 0om 82 $erdds
B8EACO ®od gewd ¢OsIm 9w wEwn 8 8ERed. vo
DONEDROB, 8Ee@NOD WrImdsT & YO renws
008 OBI®, BEIs ED PIBDOCO WBIOBT D18
Er@me w8 O, & Hed® ogi ©wOEO
DBI05T OB yrwmwe BB DI QAW wEHs
@5 DD O ©0 ® 8Eed®sTnD Bewdsmrw »OH
- [@20 BB®]

g 88z 8, wwo @@ Ses.

o2 em®esn 3O ¢mpcEd o¢ O OO BHwdxm .

aflsarr lBlbHLILIL (B), 6TDmYs GClsmeemLiLIL L gy.

YGOTLIG., FL L PSVLD B)TOTL LD (PeRMUITS OB 1101”1 F).
Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.

O 80> @wles2200 et 3OO Ses.:
"oms emQdsm gbewm 18E0@xVn 0w ewdmO
198 @z @." - [0 IO K588 @wm]

BUreflss 1 g).

"FLL@psvth  apapLl  LITTTEBWSTIDSG  GEpeysE&HS  FILL L]
L@ors" [orerislg egsgweir sliflsTssv]
Resolved:

That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
[The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella.]

2002 838000058 e A GE.

[0t 2292082290 §065250389 Ses. |

Gupallsh Qygmuwiiii’ L gj.

[oresdTLyflG FLTBTWSI SY6uiS6ir HMVHLO UBGSTTH6N. |
Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

1 80 3 ozl DoV s emgdsendl @midews widwd
BIs @29 8B Bewio o &

Tyt urFssImpsl Iyt UTFHELD DT FL L APVSHl6T
LGS (3)15%55 Corsnt(BGloerrds st L_ewemuill i 1 .

Clauses 1 to 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.

4 O DosIBw.- (Y YyrsdBed 65¢8 s
DosiBe grnes B8O.)

UTFSLD 4.- (PHTEDLF FLU L uTdHEHSSl6r 65919
stearenId Yglw LNfleweu o I L) &daIsH6L.)
CLAUSE 4.- (Insertion of new section 654A in the principal
enactment.)

o6 BEes BBy S ©vwm
(orevorLfl@ svaagLosst &lifleTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"In page 3, leave out all words in lines 14 to 26 (both inclusive) and

insert:

65AA. In the apportionment, in accordance with
"Declaration the order of priority of ranking, of the number of
of women women members to be returned from all the wards
members to of such Local Authority area among the
be returned. recognized political parties and independent

groups, as referred to in section 28(2A), the
Commissioner of Elections shall take into
consideration the number of valid votes
polled by each recognized political party and
independent group in all the wards of such local
authority area, and the method of apportionment
set out in Article 99A of the constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka shall,
mutatis mutandis, apply thereto:
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Provided that, the Commissioner of Elections shall
not require the secretary of any recognized
political party or group leader of any independent
group to make any nomination of persons in
addition to the persons already nominated under
section 28 nor shall the Secretary or group leader,
as the case may be, submit any list making any

nomination.'. ”
o0aldme EEvn gnw @ game S@sx Y, ews
30®» Ses.
BlBSSLD GBI () THMYS CIBTaTemLILIL L g).
Amendment put, and agreed to.

4 o dwrtHes, weewnldmimicewssy, smns em@®sendl
6200857 07 SO B 293 Beowlw mo» @&

4oy surss  FHSSULL L UTHY FLLCPVSBIOT  LIGSMITE
B) 555 Corsir(H)6losvrds g1’ 1_smemuil_r7ei” 1 gj.

Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

5 O DoxTBe.- (3P yredBed 66 O
DOsIB @ woerddmrw BO.)

UTEFSLD 5.- (YH6esTemLF FL_L ourdHsbHletr 661D

Liflepaud SBs51560.)
CLAUSE 5.- (Amendment of section 66 of the principal enactment.)

o6 VLR BBy SE @wmo
(orenTLyfl@ svagLosit slifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

“In Page 3, leave out all words in lines 27 to 33 (both inclusive) and
insert:

‘5. Section 66 of the principal enactment is hereby amended in
subsection (1) of that section by the substitution for the words
and figure “returned under section 65A of this Ordinance” of
the words and figures “returned under section 65A and section
65AA of this Ordinance’."

soewldme BEon gnw @ gamas S@szm Y, w@ewn
8®O®» Ses.

BlmSHLD NGMbH LI (B) TMMY%CIBTeiraTLiLi L g).

Amendment put, and agreed to.

5 O dorfBw, weon/dmimicewssy, sns emd@send
emes2 w;Swd BIw gl Hewlw moxm G&.

Syt urFHLD  BBESLIIL L UTHY  FLLCAPVEBIOT  LIGHUITS
B) 1555 CousstG)ohwerrds s 1_swemul_ i’ 1 g.

Clause 5, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

6 O DorIBe.- (1 yrsBed 668 O
DB woenddmwe B3O.)
uUTFSLD 6.- (PBTwLF FL L surdsddler 66 9
sTesTeIld LMemeus &(HHSHISH6D.)
CLAUSE 6. - (Amendment of section 66A of the principal enactment.)

o6 HEe ABHEE ©vm
(omevsrLLl@ svgagLoesT FliflsTeL6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

(1) “In page 4, leave out all the words in lines 3 to 5 (both inclusive)
and insert:

‘(a) in paragraph (b) of that subsection -

(1) by the substitution for the words and figure “returned
under section 65A of this” of the words and figures
“returned under sections 65A and 65AA of this”;

(2) by the substitution for the words “Ordinance to fill
such vacancy.” of the words “Ordinance to fill such

9.9 9

vacancy; or’;

(if) “In page 4, leave out all words in line 11 and insert:
‘Declare returned within thirty days of the occurrence’.”

(ii)) "In page 4, leave out all words in lines 14 to 16 (both inclusive)
and insert:

‘the other nomination paper submitted by the respective
recognized political party or independent group, as the case
may be, in terms of subsection (2A) of section 28.’

Boowldry Ewn gpw w@» gawmae S@ws» c8rY, w@ws
8082 Jes.

Bl B5 5 BIH6T (B ELILIL (5) TMMYS CIBTETaTLILIL L.

Amendments put, and agreed to.

6 O OwrYHw, teownldmimicewssy, vsmns emidsend
@202 ;T3 BHIes ggaséd Hewlw »ozm GE.

byp  urFHL SNBSS L UTHY FLLAPVSBIHT  LIGBMITE
B) 15555 GorswstG)ohosords w1 1_swemufl_ i’ 1 gy.

Clauses 6, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

7 O dwvHc smz emQ@send emidwa widwed B
el Bewlw mom &

71 UTFHL) FL L CPVSHINT LIGSUWITS (3) 1555 Corusit(B6losrds
HL 1 _smemuil_ i1 gj.

Clause 7, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

gt Ooyfe sy 2900 smns emidsend emidasxs
05w DI gl Bewlo o> &

FLL DTG QUTFHUPLD  FDVLILJD — FLL PGB LIGHUITTS
B) 1555 CorssstG)ohoerrds w1 1_swemufl_ i’ 1 gy.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

&bes 2290w o2 ewmOsend emdusm 0w Swed HIws

el Bewlo »om &
alfleyls  Glwi  FL L ApSHIOT  LIGBMWITE  B) 1555 Serest(H)GlLosard;
S L swemull_ i1 g

Long Title, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

o0 emYOem, e30.0wldr e8mO H:8mr w0 &
FLL_APeVLD B 1555515 @ L 60T YMils6m GIFUILILILIL LG,
Bill reported with Amendments.

B0 g0 8232625 OWmo
(oressTfl@ SYBIT HeVTHTIWSS)
(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

298 8S@dcs.
STUPBSITI.
rose.

OO DOIBNBH O

(orewrLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®01 3230 @S Besz0wm O1BH@o. [ BEO)]
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B0 g0 830w 2 DN

(orenTll@ SBIT Slewrpridss)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

O ®OINEPROB, ©® @2dux WS Beam
800 DBHOED OO HOH wenrddn BBswE Bedmrd,
ey »OIm. [ BEO] 00 ®SNEHROB,-[Dod0
R3O

o6 VLS BBy @wmo

(orerLyLll@ svaagLosir SlifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

®O DOIBNEH OB, "esmyasy emY®en sy
8oealdmmdews’ RBIDE 6 Budw ¥n «"8 © ewdlsn
D50 [@odd BSO]

g 88z 8, weo @@ Ses.

o emd®sm 30 RO woewldmimicewsy, ol O
OF Bass e30@m w0 &

aflsorir MBS SBLILIL B), sTDmIS I TeTaTLiL L gj.

YSOTLIY, FLL APV SNBSS L UTLY — CPSSTMTLOLPEDMUITS
w5 plswm GoummLii 1 gy.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.

DE DO

phBemailiy]
ADJOURNMENT

©0 VYO BB EE Owmo

(omessrLyLll@ svFagLoeT FliflsTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO DDNBDROB, "8Be@sInd ¥ »EF e
@nw"8 ® ewivnzn HEBY.

e 88z 8, ewr 8®®» Se.
allearr HSHLILIL(B) sTHMISCIsTeTemLIIL gy,
Question put, and agreed to.

80880827290 SO ¢npcd &. wa. 3.05 O, 2016 0s80:8
®es 10 O D¢o¢a @. wa. 1.00 O en2 & Hode.

yserLy (A.u. 3.05 wenflée Lrrrewwssipn, 2016 Gluiigsuir] 10,
rygerspeniw LA.u. 1.00 wenflaswor p58lewaudhs i L g).

Adjourned accordingly at 3.05 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Wednesday,
10th February, 2016.
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