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asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern
Development:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that the Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera, Minister of Foreign Affairs
lodged a complaint with the Criminal
Investigation Department on 14.01.2015,
requesting an investigation on priority
basis, in connection with a conspiracy,
hatched on 8th January 2015, to suspend
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the Presidential Election results, since it
poses a threat to the national security and
the democracy;

(if)  the date on which the aforesaid report was
forwarded to the Attorney General’s
Department by the Criminal Investigation
Department;

(iii) the date on which the opinion on the
Attorney General’s Department was
forwarded to the Criminal Investigation
Department; and

(iv) the future measures, taken with regard to the
aforesaid complaint?

(b) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka - Minister of Law and Order
and Southern Development)
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asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern
Development:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he will accept that Kolonnawa area
is a hub for distribution of narcotics;

(i) if he does, whether the value of the
narcotics distributed through this area per
month has been estimated,;

(iii) what steps have been taken to stop the
distribution of narcotics that is carried out
centred in Kolonnawa area; and

(iv) how long it may take?
(b)  Ifnot, why?
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malpractices have occurred in Rakwana-
Madampe Road carpeting project;

measures were taken to complete the
project, having changed the initial plans to a
great deal; and

subsequent to the discussions, it was agreed
to carry out the project works according to
the initial plan?

Will he inform this House-

the steps taken against the authorities who
completed the project, having changed the
initial plan to a great deal;

the date on which the project was expected
to be completed, according to the initial
plan;
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(iii)  the additional amount of money that has to
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(iv) whether measures will be taken to recover
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responsible persons?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(@  Will he state-

(i) whether equal benefits are granted to every
National School;

(i) if not, whether there is a methodology for
granting benefits; and

(iii)  if there is, what that methodology is?
(b)  Will he inform the House-

(i) the date on which construction work of the
three-storeyed building at the Rajasinghe
Vidyalaya in Kotikawatta, for which the
foundation stone was laid in 2007 by the
then Minister of Education, will be
completed;

(i)  how long it may take to fill the vacancies of
about 13 teachers existing in that school;

(iii)  whether steps will be taken to renovate the
dilapidated buildings of the school; and

(iv) if steps will be taken, on what date it will be
done?

(c)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) when the “Langdma Paasala Hondd@ma
Paasala” (Closest School is the Best
School) Programme will be commenced;

(ii)  whether an equal number of schools will be
selected from each Divisional Secretary's
Division for it;

(iii)  if so, what such number of schools are;

(iv) whether the Programme will be
commenced in all areas simultaneously;

(v) whether there are areas to which priority
will be given; and

(vi) if there are such areas, what those areas
are?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Foreign Employment:
(@ Isshe aware that-

(i) those who go overseas to be employed as
domestic employees send items, which
have been removed from use and are not
suitable for use, to this country;

(if) they have to spend a huge amount of
money for it; and
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(iii)  these scrap material may cause problems to
the environment of our country as well?

(b)  Will she inform this House-

(i) whether action will be taken to prevent the
influx of old used furniture etc., from
foreign countries; and

(if)  if so, the date on which it will be done?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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@) @erCpev, sron?

asked the Minister of Education:

(@ Is he aware that various media have reported that
antiquities and treasures were heavily destroyed
and taken away by thieves during the past period
of time of almost a decade?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of complaints received by the
Department of Archaeology in this regard;

(if)  whether the Department of Archaeology has
taken legal action regarding the incidents
reported in media and the complaints
received by them;
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(iii) if so, the number of incidents and
complaints regarding which legal action
has been taken, separately;

(iv) the number of persons that have been
convicted through the aforesaid legal
action; and

(v) the actions taken to prevent the occurrence
of such incidents again?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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@) @erCmev, syesr?

asked the Minister of Education:

(@ Is he aware that proposals were invited from
representatives of people by the letter dated
11.01.2013 referenced "“ED/3/37/6/147/Sub"
issued by the Ministry of Education for
implementing programmes to provide 1,000
secondary schools and 5,000 primary schools with
infrastructure by the previous Government?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) what proposals were submitted accordingly
for developing Tamil medium Muslim
primary schools in the Districts of
Colombo, Gampaha, Kalutara, Kurunegala,
Ratnapura, Polonnaruwa, Ampara,
Batticaloa, Trincomalee, Galle, Matara and
Hambantota in line with the developing of
1,000 secondary schools; and

(i) the names and positions of the
representatives of people who have
submitted those proposals and the names of
the schools in respect of which such
proposals were submitted, separately?

(c)  Will he also state-

(i) which of the proposals so submitted were
implemented,;

(if)  the names of the aforesaid schools; and

(iii)  the approximate amount of money that was
spent in this connection?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy:
(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the voltage of the high-tension electricity
lines that have been installed from the
Kelanitissa Power Station across
Wadullawatta and Mahabuthgamuwa
Grama Niladhari Divisions in Kolonnawa;

(i) what are the private lands that were
acquired for erecting steel electricity pylons
in installing these high-tension electricity
lines;

(iif)  whether compensation has been paid for it;
and

(iv) what are the names, the addresses and the
sums paid as compensation in respect of
persons who had been identified as land
owners, and the dates on which such
compensation was paid separately?

(o)  If not, why?
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The following Motion stood on the Order Paper:

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 of the
Parliament and the motions agreed to by Parliament on 06.10.2015
and 09.01.2016, and in terms of the motion agreed to by Parliament
on 19.12.2015, the hours of sittings of Parliament this day shall be
1.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. At 2.00 p.m. Standing Order No. 7(5) of the
Parliament shall operate.”
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Speaker, there is an Amendment to the above
Item, the time to read as "7.30 p.m". Accordingly, | move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 of the
Parliament and the motions agreed to by Parliament on 06.10.2015
and 09.01.2016, and in terms of the motion agreed to by Parliament
on 19.12.2015, the hours of sittings of Parliament this day shall be
1.00 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.. At 2.00 p.m. Standing Order No. 7(5) of the
Parliament shall operate."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Buddhasasana for report.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, | am glad to follow the Hon.
Prime Minister on this issue relating to the Adjournment
Motion which has been moved by the Chief Opposition
Whip, the Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake.

We have been debating the issue relating to the
conduct of law and order and law enforcement machinery
- the police force - in this country. The Hon. Anura
Dissanayake dealt with, initially, in his speech, matters
pertaining to the promotions, transfers and disciplinary
control of police officers and the difficult service
conditions that police officers are subjected to because of
service requirements. Now, this is a matter regarding
which any government has to be quite sensitive, since a
fair and effective policing is a necessary element in
maintaining a State. In maintenance of law and order and
law enforcement, our police force certainly, over a period
of time, has faced many difficulties. We do admit that.
But, yet, there are incidents which bring to focus
deficiencies in the system and those deficiencies have
certainly got to be addressed.

Looking at the criminal justice system, all of us must
agree that the Police Department functions in
collaboration with our judicial system and the Attorney-
General’s Department in properly conducting law
enforcement in this country. There are a variety of
difficulties the Police Department has gone through and
there are certain endemic problems that the Department
has faced. One of the endemic problems has been that the
Police Department had been forced to do other duties
other than the police duties and they had been even used
to do combat operations during the unfortunate civil war
that we faced. We formed the Special Task Force and
even the present IGP joined the police force directly as an
ASP recruited to the Special Task Force. Over a period of
time, this type of militarization of the police force also
had an impact on its conduct.

Therefore, we need to look at all these issues that have
been raised, particularly, we have to look at them with
some sympathy. But, in the meantime, maintaining
discipline; looking at their issues relating to promotions;
their frustrations when it comes to service requirements
that are applied inequitably which are affecting lower
ranked officers are also important. These are all matters
that the State has to be concerned about. But, in the
meantime, we also have to look at it as to whether laws
have been enacted in this House. We brought in the
Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment Act in keeping with
the international conventions. How many prosecutions
have we filed in courts against torture? So far very
minimal. How many convictions have we had when it
comes to torture? | am told that it is just one conviction
for so many years. But these are issues that need to be
brought out so that proper police conduct could be
ensured.

Now, this Embilipitiya incident has brought to focus
some issues concerning the conduct of policing in this
country. I am not going to comment on that since it is a
sub judice matter. But what is important is that this
Government has introduced the Nineteenth Amendment
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to the Constitution and through the Nineteenth
Amendment we have re-introduced the National Police
Commission through which independent eminent persons
are appointed to look after promotions, transfers and
recruitment matters of the police force. Politicization of
the police force is no more in this country. Our
Government has seen to it that these matters would be
handled through the National Police Commission and we
see several people going and making their complaints to
the National Police Commission direct when they have a
grievance against the police force.

But during the previous regime several things
happened. There were incidents against places of
religious worship. There were religious personalities
conducting themselves in a manner so reprehensible in
front of a large number of policemen. The police force
was found to be just bystanders watching and not
enforcing the law. We had a Buddhist monk conducting a
press conference in the Nippon Hotel and another set of
Buddhist monks came, beat him up, got him to kneel
down and forced him to apologize in front of the glare of
cameras and policemen were found to be mere bystanders
watching what was happening. In the precincts of
Anuradhapura, a Muslim shrine was being vandalized in
front of police officers who were simply bystanders
watching what was happening. The culture of impunity
that got into the police force had virtually pervaded the
whole system. Ultimately, as a remedy, the former regime
introduced another new convoluted system of having a
"religious police force". We are used to having the police
force under a Minister in charge of Law and Order. But,
with the introduction of this "religious police force", the
policemen who were coming under the Inspector-General
of Police were asked to take orders from the Secretary to
the Ministry in charge of Buddha Sasana and Religious
Affairs. That was the way in which they were creating a
culture of impunity and what happened in courthouses in
Homagama and other places is a result of this culture of
impunity that we allowed to a certain section of people
who violated the laws in the country when no action was
taken against them.

Therefore, this Government has now introduced the
Independent Commissions. We have brought in the
National Police Commission and brought all the issues
pertaining to police under their purview. There have
absolutely been no interference at all in the manner in
which police conducts its operations when it comes to law
enforcement. They also face many problems, we must
admit that. As a Government, we need to be sympathetic
to their difficulties.

When it comes to law and order situations like what
happened when the HNDA students protested in the
Town Hall Junction - Lipton Circle, media repeatedly
showed the way in which excessive force had been used

on protesting students. The amount of force to be used in
order to contain a riotous situation is a decision that has
to be made on the spot by officers who are there to ensure
that that situation does not get out of hand. Therefore,
that decision has to be left to field commanders to make.
Those issues have to be analyzed very carefully. We need
to be sympathetic to the service constraints that police
officers face as well when we also jump to conclusions in
criticizing them. Just looking at television footage, we
jump to conclusions. Today, media too has got to be fair
in looking at this issue that concerns police personnel and
public. All of us know the public is the first interface
when it comes to the police. They are not like other
armed forces personnel. They have to deal with the public
in their day-to-day affairs. In that process, we need to be
carefully analyzing the causes and improving the
conditions of training of our policemen while enforcing
the law equally as regarding anybody who violates the
law.

Necessarily, this culture of impunity has grown over a
period of time due to several factors. Unnecessary
politicization has also affected the way in which things
have grown out of hand. But, | am sure with the passage
of time, with the new introduction of the National Police
Commission, things are bound to improve. In the coming
months, when we implement the Right to Information
Act, that will further empower the public to expose
wrongdoings;  expose  corruption and  increase
transparency in the way in which Government conducts
its affairs. In the meantime, as the Prime Minister very
correctly pointed out, the media too has to very fairly
report incidents. They have got to be balanced in their
approach and have got to give both sides of the version
and be fair by the readers; not to be siding with one
faction and giving a twisted version of events.

Therefore, it is important for us to bear these matters
in mind and look at more training, better facilities and
better service conditions for our police force. Over a
period of time, we have recruited people even without the
basic qualifications because of service requirements at
that time. There were several border-villages that had to
be protected. The armed forces could not be deployed;
they were overstretched. Because of that reason the
police was pulled into combat operations. Their normal
policing duties were forgotten. When violent deaths took
place, we did away with the autopsy and the need for any
investigation and disposed of those bodies by using the
Emergency Regulations. Over a period of time, police
officers even forgot what was an inquest and what was
the need to conduct autopsies, because there was facility
for you to dispose of the bodies summarily using the
Emergency Regulations. This country has been ruled for
a period of more than thirty years continuously using the
State of Emergency. The Emergency Regulations were
used to override the normal law enforcement during that
period. Though, occasionally, it was subjected to judicial
review - we had the Fundamental Rights under Chapter
111 of the Constitution through which many actions had
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been filed concerning these matters. Many habeas corpus
applications were brought to court, but none of them were
resolved. If you look at the Court of Appeal Registry,
there are many unresolved habeas corpus applications
and habeas corpus applications have been routinely
referred to the Magistrate for inquiry; but no finality has
been reached. The whereabouts of the disappeared could
never be found. All of this has totally eroded the manner
in which law enforcement practices carried out in this
country. The entire criminal justice system suffered.

But now, with the new reforms that we have
introduced and the new laws we are going to enact, there
would be a paradigm shift in the way in which law and
order enforcement is carried out in this country. The
conduct of the police and the policing responsibilities
would be undergoing drastic changes hopefully. But then,
as and when some incidents occur, let us not forget that
police are functioning under extreme stress and extreme
difficulties. Then, the wrongdoers have to be punished;
they have got to be brought to book. There are miscreants
in any place; they may even be among us in this
Chamber. We may have violated the law at a given time.
The type of politicization has left that politicians are
never booked even when they commit a wrong. How
many of us have exceeded the speed limits? In such a
situation, when we lower our windscreens, the police
officers let us go, because they feel that it would cause
trouble if they book us. That has happened. Therefore,
we need to look at these issues with much more
responsibility and try to improve the conditions for police
officers to be of better service to us and for them to be
proud of their uniform and not to be treated haphazardly.
But, in the meantime, when a few incidents of this nature
that we spoke about today do happen, we need to allow
the law to take its own course. Just because somebody is
in robes we cannot allow them to come and disrupt
courthouses; we cannot allow them to block prison
officers from obeying orders of courts and taking people
to remand prisons. These incidents have got to be looked
at carefully so that this culture of impunity that we saw in
the past should not be allowed to reappear and that is a
primary responsibility of this Government. | am sure, Mr.
Presiding Member, that we, as a Government, have taken
a pledge not to unduly bring pressure on the police force
and none of us have ever done that.

But, then, the training and service conditions of police
officers have got to be improved. In the meantime, when
incidents of serious nature, which are threatening the
entire fabric of public confidence in the police force come
to light, we have also got to see that investigations
pertaining to conduct of police officers are carried out
properly. If a wrong has been committed, those
responsible have got to be punished. But, that does not
mean that we should jump to conclusions before allowing
a fair process of investigation and trial to take place. With
those comments, | conclude my remarks.

Thank you.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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O enaf & Hodde.

ey L. 6.34 weflseg urrrepwsip, ysears 2016
gorsun] 26945 slapin  Hiwrearssgsalanns, 2016 sFeraur] 29,
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.34 p.m. until 1.30 p.m. on Friday, 2%h
January, 2016, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 26th
January, 2016.
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