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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS Samadhi Community Development Foundation

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS:
Child Rehabilitation Centre (Incorporation) — [The
Hon. Buddhika Pathirana] - Read the First time

Sahana  Community  Development  Foundation
(Incorporation) — [The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana] -
Read the First time

Seretse Khama Foundation Trust (Incorporation) —
[The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana] - Read the First
time

South Lanka Academy For Tertiary Education And
Leadership (Incorporation) — [The Hon. Buddhika
Pathirana] - Read the First time

(Incorporation) — [The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana] -
Read the First time

Sri Balabhivurdhi Wardana Samithiya (Incorporation)-
[The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana] - Read the First
time

APPROPRIATION BILL, 2016 — [Fourteenth Allotted

Dayl:

Considered in Committee — [Head 155 (Provincial
Councils and Local Government); Heads 162, 311
(Megapolis and Western Development); Heads
124, 216, 331 (Social Empowerment and Welfare)]

ADJOURNMENT MOTION:
Bank Loans to Senior Citizens
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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. P. Harrison - Minister of Rural Economic

Affairs)

61 DONBDROB, OO 050D8Wn®, HBBDTD G5
B8moeud ©2.d 9L.9C3. adeE v Pwmiens’ i
eune® 8EwsIDs.

Armilwis  QurmerTsry

B0 ¥QIBNBHD O

(oredTLLfl@ FUTHTWSET Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®0 S.8. Swmenwm @vm - 58 n».

@0 BwoE odsB wmn

(orenryLil@g BlanTed seoliLigs)

(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)

O DOINEHROB, OO sum BCHs evFw® ¢m
8EwxI08.

1) »ole o3Badm @6, g 104/18/1 ¢om
BOewd ©.8 DAIED. @B CuBweensy
Clee euwnd; 5w

(2) BSBe, »OBIOSwW, W BV @y EBmesS 8D
ed.8. ot BWmNEHT C1)1e B we.

870

®0 8¢S Sm@mw®m Ovmo

(oressryLll@ aflgim all&Eslrpruds)

(The Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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HAMBANTOTA REST HOUSE: TRANSFER TO PRIVATE
SECTOR
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(@) @erCmev, syetr?

asked the Minister of Megapolis and Western
Development:

(@ Isheaware that -

(i) Hambantota Rest House which was under
the purview of the Urban Development
Authority has been transferred to private
sector;

(i) the employees who were employed there
have been attached to the Head Office of
the Urban Development Authority; and

(iii)  this process causes a financial loss for the
Urban Development Authority?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether measures will be taken to take back
this Rest House to the Urban Development
Authority; and

(i)  if so, the aforesaid date?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna - Deputy Minister of

Megapolis and Western Development)
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and Highways and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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(@) @erGmev, eyesr?

asked the Minister of Defence:
(@ Isheaware that -

(i) a large number of soldiers of the Sri Lanka
Army who were engaged in operational
duties in the North and the East have left the
army after serving in the Army for 12 years;
and

(if) they are suffering severe hardships at
present?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of soldiers who have left the
Army after serving for 12 years;

(i) whether action will be taken to provide
relief to those persons;

(iii) whether he admits that it would be
reasonable to pay a half pension to those
persons who served the country risking
their lives; and

(iv) if so, of the date from which arrangements
will be made to pay a half pension to those
persons?

()  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Gayantha  Karunatileka - Minister of
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[oc e aevdens ® @vmn]

asked the Minister of Defence:

(@ Is he aware that a Gazette Extraordinary bearing
No.1854/41 dated 21.03.2014 has been issued by
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
under sub-paragraph (2) of paragraph (4) of the
United Nations Regulations No. 1 of 2012;

(o)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of organizations and the number
of individuals declared by the said Gazette
Notification as being involved in crimes
connected to terrorism;

(i)  whether measures will be taken to table a
description containing all details of the
relevant organizations and individuals; and

(iii)  if not, why?
()  Will he also inform this house -
(i) whether investigations regarding the

organizations and individuals mentioned in
(b) (i) above in relation to acts of violence
committed by the LTTE from 1976, have
been commenced by the Sri Lanka Police;
and

(i)  whether action will be taken to request from
the member countries of the United Nations
to hand over the relevant suspects to our
country in accordance with the provisions
stipulated in Resolution No.1373 adopted
by the Security Council of the United
Nations on 28th September, 2001?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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@) @Cpe, seir?

asked the Minister of Education:

@)

Will he inform this House -

()

the criteria taken into consideration when
admitting students to Advanced Level
classes of the Visakha Vidyalaya,
Colombo;
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)
v)

2015 ecew®@a8 08

the subject streams that are available for the
students who are admitted to Advanced
Level classes of the Visakha Vidyalaya,
Colombo in the year 2015;

separately, the number of classes available
in each subject stream for the newly
admitted Advanced Level students;

separately, the number of students in each
of the aforementioned classes; and

the number of students admitted to the
Advanced Level classes of the Visakha
Vidyalaya, Colombo from other schools in
the year 2015?

(b)  Will he table -

(i)

(ii)

separately, of the name of each student
mentioned in (a) (v) above, their district,
name of the school from which the student
sat for G.C.E. (Ordinary Level)
Examination and the Advanced Level
subject stream that they were admitted to;
and

separately the qualifications possessed by
each of the aforesaid students in order to
gain admission to the Visakha Vidyalaya?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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O WOIBNIDROB, Bersd G § 0i8sE eIl oewm
©®OC gis0es) @ ImeRWO PR @D BeIDD. &8 i)
Beadmds 0, I B m»OE O dwedd o8
@DEIBBY eemo.

®® agnens B3w Sod Bwemdo, "e8 el oriey wsim
A5 DOCWBY; 8309 WO B ©® DYOE & 2u
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@8ACNT 28 ¢utdr. euDB 28018¢ ¢l BEO odndn
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DO,

OO DOIBNBDHD O

(oreTLyfl@ FUTHTWST Hjauider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

5 WOGD G0OWele ewdssn BEAC einy® 8®; oo
o0 genedHO Qv vmE ewydun 9e8us BO.-
On® 858 o».
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855 emYOun
Amieui yesieumpey enowid (gL 1q 606w 60)
FL_L_eLpeVLD
CHILD REHABILITATION CENTRE (INCORPORATION) BILL

©6 PEB® s8BSew Swm

(wrebrflg ybSle Liglyewr)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

O DDBNBDROB, @ BWH BEHDY ewdBLNd @Eleny
DO !

"ge® gmGEFGen edsice wedhen BEO wewn § wmn
omg®un 988y BBLO ¢ded 8w wnw."

©0 geadm Busin Owm
(wrevwsryfl@ HCeFrdas Liflwbhs)
(The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha)

8&sY I8 wmom GE.
9 CLorBlEH i
Seconded.

oI S8z &Y et 8®@» Sas.
sma ewdOsm 30 enpcd s€GO» O0 Hwdx ErY, S
Beaww B8O Hewlow mom 8.

980 D8O esews 47(5) Oz IO Howlwas woOes smz’
eWYOBm 25Ym 2 €@ WOGD ¢@rm128w @O SOT» B&.

aflsorr oGS LILIL (B), eTHMYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.

B)s6rTLig, FLL_CpsvLd (pEITEpPsOm LI 110" (B), YFAL_ L1 &
L 1_ememuil_ i1 gy.

FLLapvrd plswsvss L ewer Qsv. 47(5)@)erLig  wsafli whmyh
Ayeui  YRUDET  YWIDIFIHSS YMIBewSs  CIFUILILILIBSDETHS
FIL L LI L .

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.
The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Women and Child Affairs for report.

BB Y 83:D8AB 8¢ (8t m BBe®)
85 emYOsn

Famet FWSTiw Lilall(His) et LD
(L1 63T G B6V) FL_L_eLpeviLd
SAHANA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION
(INCORPORATION) BILL

@G YB3 8BS Swmo

(wresrifl@ ybgle Lglyewr)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

OO DDNNIWROB, @ ¥ BEYsT ewrdBrNd @2ss
OB

") Geh ©.DED BV wetden BBV wew § v ewYOuH
923us BB @dws 8w gnwe."

o0 gerdm BusIm Onm
(resryfl@ HCeFréae LNwhs)
(The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha)

S8y IS0 wo» @&,

2 CLorBlE&mi.
Seconded.

G S8z &Y et e8®@» Sas.
sm ewdOsm 30 enmpcd s€fO» O0 Hwdx 8, S
Geewas 5800 Bowlw 0 G&.

D289 BE® esews 47(5) O IO Hewlww wdes sxmz’
ewYOsm 3@eS 88D WIE® wr geIdsd ¢OIPHE @O
800 &

aflsorr oGS LILIL (B), eTMMYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.

B)s6erTLig, FL L EpsVLDd (pEHITEpsOm LI L101L" (B), YFAL_ L1 &
L 1_ememuil_ i’ 1 gy.

FL L apevd plewavdsl L swer @ev. 47(5)@)erLig  Fops augyayL L s
womh  BVSTLIN  YDIWFFIGEG — YWbwE  CIFUILILILIBGDSETSS
FTL L LI LS.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.
The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare for report.
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SERETSE KHAMA FOUNDATION TRUST (INCORPORATION)
BILL

®G 98 8BS Swmo

(wresriflg LbEls Lglye)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

O DDBNBBDROB, @ B¥H BEHDY ewdBLNd @Edeny
DO !

"owedden M BeHO® WIdw wdhon BIO wewe § v
omy®un 988y BBLO ¢ded 8w wnw."

©6 gerdm Busin Owm
(orevsryfl@ CeFrda LNNwbhs)
(The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha)

O8>y 80 wom @&,

2 CLorBlEemi.
Seconded.

I E®eszd &>y et e8®®2» Ses.

s ewdOsm 30 enpcd 88O OJ Bwdwm &Y, da
Begww 5800 Hewlw mom 8.

D289 BB® esees 47(5) O eI2OT Bewiws wden sms
ewYOsm e3@1ef 88DE @ISO wo L§eedsd FOIDBH@: GO
800 GE&.

aflsorir A (BIbHLILIL (B), THmYS CIBTeTemLILIL 1 g.

BsevTLILg, FL L CPSVLD (PSOTUPOM WSNILIL_ L1 (B), YFFU L1111 _d
L ememull it gj.

FL1apavh Blewsvdsi L swer Blov. 47(5)@)sring saps oy s
whph BT YWIWEFFWHSG — YEews  CIFUIMILILIBEHETSS
FTL L LI L .

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare for report.

eS8 en o0 DaBBm §isIBB W0 BNBSO

39 €q 8w (8:e5Gnm ABe®) vmys emd®sn
CperTesflevmIens CLPSTHTID Blewsvd SHevail LHMILD
SmeVsmogleult Ll 1T 1b
(L 1y 6T H6V) FL_L_eLpsvid
SOUTH LANKA ACADEMY FOR TERTIARY EDUCATION AND
LEADERSHIP (INCORPORATION) BILL

OG 9B 8BS SWwmo

(wredryfl@ ybBls Lglyewr)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

O DDENBDROB, @ swm BEHDY ©wdsrNd el
DOBHo!

"eB e Como DaBBm @B W BPLWDBDO Y es Bdw 30e5GHD
BIO wewo § vos emY@un 9elun! BBOD ¢dws Ew gnw."

©0 geadm usin Owm
(orerLflg Carédas LNMNwbhs)
(The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha)

887 I8 wmom GE.
9 CLomBlEH i
Seconded.

oI S8z &Y et 8®@» Sas.
o emdO@sm 5O ¢pmEd 880> OO Bwdxm 8y, dw
Gewmas 9800 Howlw mom @&

9870 258® esges 47(5) O eIHdT Bewlwas wdes sz
eWYOsm RBIB @I @r @O 8O BE.

aflsorr oGS LILIL (B), eTMMYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.

B&ebTLILg, FLL_CPSVLD (PSETAPOM LOGIUILIL_L7L11" B), YFFL LI &
L 1_ememuil_ L1’ 1 gy

FlLqpevd  plawevssi L swer  Qlev. 47(5)  B)ariug sevall
YWIOIF (IS YIS0 CIFUNILILIBSDSTSF FTL L LI L F).

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Education for report.

308 s 230802 8O (eefrwm BBe®)
85 emYOun
Frgl Feps Ulallhdg WML (9oL 1g6060TdE60)
FLL_eLpsVLD
SAMADHI COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION
(INCORPORATION) BILL

O d» vBSen Owmo

(wredrfl@ Ybgls Lglyen)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

OO DOIBNEDROB, @ 8wm BEHBT wWIBEND 9Ty
DOBY:

"0@8 P @ D8 B weedhon BOO wewo § oI
om9@un 988un BBLO @ded 8w gnw."

O0 gerdm GusIn Owm
(wrewryfl@ HCFrdas Liflwhs)
(The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha)

5827 955 wom G&

94 GLom BB
Seconded.

g S8z 87 wwo e3®@2 Ses.

o0 emdO@sm 5O ¢umEd 880 d0 Bwdxm 8y, dw
Gewa 9800 Howlw mom @&

9870 258® esges 47(5) O eIHdT Bewlwas wdes sz
eWYOBm RBIS @@ 0O 8O BE.

aflsorr oGS LILIL (B), eTMMYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.

Bl&evTLILg, FLL_CPVLD (PSTAPOM LOBIILAL_LIL1L" B), YFHAL_ LI &
L ememull_ i1 gj.

sl pvd  plwavssl L swar Q.  47(5)  Blery  sevald

YOI F IS YIS CIFUIILILIBFDETHF FIL L L1111 .
Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Education for report.
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SRI BALABHIVURDHI WARDANA SAMITHIYA
(INCORPORATION) BILL

O YB3 vBSew SWwmo

(wresriflg LbSls Lglyew)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

B0 DOILNBDROB, @ vHB 83eHsT ©wdsrNd @edun’
DO 0!

"§ DcoB0ad 28U ©8Bw wednnm BBO wewo g wmny
emYdun 928 HBOD ¢des 8w ynw."

©0 geadm Busin Owm
(revwsryll@ CeFrdas Lflwhs)
(The Hon. Ashoka Priyantha)

882 955 o GE.

2 CLorBlE5mi.
Seconded.

g S8z Y etr e3@@z Ses.

o ewQ@sm 3O ¢mmcd 88§O» O Hwd» @y, dw
Bewa 9800 Hewlw mom G&.

980 2588 esews 47(5) O 3O Hewlww wden sms
emYOsm §)cDanes ¢@1r® 0dm O GE.

aflsarir (Bl LILIL (B), THMYS CIB MM LILIL 1_G).

BBy, FL' 1 apsvLd LpHTUPSOM BN L11L" (B), YFF_ L g
w1 1_ememuil_ e’ 1 gy.

FLLcpavth pBlewevsast L swer @sv. 47(5) @ty LS SFTFT

YD T TS YD S CIFUIILILIGEDHTHS FIL L L1111 F.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Buddhasasana for report.

Besbsm vms emP®un, 2016
& H1SBL_[HF FLLcpsvid, 2016
APPROPRIATION BILL, 2016

20002 23600008 E 2OCOO wEwr e GE. -
[ooFs : o¢e; 05 07 |
[0 22200082929 @2 2832200389 Ses. |
Supaflsv Cuayd yrmwiiul L gy. - [Csidd] : s 07]
[woressrLBlgy FUTBTIWST Yeuiser Sewaenw aus)GSTiser.]
Considered further in Committee - [Progress:07th December]
[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

155 9 B8wmw.- st wwo ¥ 8E BIRD ¢PImBOSW
01 2 DR®OWD.- EReYY® D@WOWD - HHOEHD
Bwe®, . 166,650,226,000

senevri 155.- orsrewr Fenuser opmib o ereaprT F jewsFi
BlapFAsH L ib 01.- QFwsdpewmd ClFwHUTBSsT - LT (Heu(HEH
GFevey enum 166,650,226,000

HEAD 155.- MINISTER OF PROVINCIAL COUNCILS AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 166,650,226,000

162 92 B&8s.- ®®r YOS B9 DeSHBS 308D
&®amD5wo

01 22 O8OV~ @Y DRNBWOVD - Y OEDD Bwe®,
. 166,700,000

seweoriy 162.- rmar wHmid Gued wrsrenr gyLiefl®ss
| DLDEFT
Bl&pFAGSI L 10 01.- QFwsvyewpd QFwmHLTHS6T-
et (Heu(heh GFevey erumr 166,700,000

HEAD 162.- MINISTER OF MEGAPOLIS AND WESTERN
DEVELOPMENT
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 166,700,000

®O 8393 BD®)

(omesorLyifl@ saflsreri Hjsuiaser)

(The Chairman)

8§ cuedamw - s 155 wy 162, 311. wcewm
NEO, 88D vwo» 10.00 8O g wo» 12.30 ¢x¥00. The Hon.
Charles Nirmalanathan to move the cut, please.

[ap.u. 10.07]

@0 9. DFE BEOEBNET Ovmo

(omessTLl@ @). Freirerv Bl L0V T H63T)

(The Hon. 1. Charles Nirmalanathan)

Qsarreu gallgrari euisGer, "201690 o) 601 (Hda5 6T
RBIGHHL_(HF FULepevld QT TUTRT @)Tewmi @G LpBlensv
afleuTgdglev, Bl PB15HE (DB EHBEHTH ICEENES
QarerarliLGETTH YW FHESET, eubhDledt  &peTer
TEMTUW FlHENTEHBATHRIGET LHMILD BIMIeu6s I e &Mw 155,
162, 311 gdlw Gewssnismends OGareaL  CFalsrs
SHEDEVLIL| 6 6oT BlapFASSI
LBI&SEhSGUTIW ewerdg eTReu(hd HMID CLPVSHETE
QFsvaller ggidd HoHeMedhbgl FLlrgTwyieuoras 10 enLmi

FLpresr sp6uCleum(h

Qeur Lt Geussst(hd" stevt Bredt (LpsdrG oMLl eiTEM 6T

®C 89RO

(wrenTLil@ sallFTeri ojeuissir)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan, please. You have ten
minutes.

[ep.u1. 10.08]

o6 eudD® geedBWmEmesY dwm (Bowdus
202 BWIBBHE)

(oresrLfl@ GFsvauld HewL_dbsVBTHET - Gudhsalsr Lrsls
sallFmeri)

(The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan - Deputy Chairman of
Committees)
Cxserreu  gelFreri euisGer, @siTedm  LOTEHTEST
FOLSET WPMID 2 6iTeahyTL & ewwdfsit B3 spgibd Hlser
FhubsLWTET GuBlmew allaurssslCa Flev & HobGISHmars
QFTLTOWETY  BlewerdhslaTCmer. HBME (PTOTSHTH
PeTMMS I ME0ETeTeT  @ll(HLoLHSTEMEIT.  6TBISGEHEDL 1L

SLOp waEEer  uBEsTD 9|SVEVEVS 6T, SISTTLIBISET,
SIWTBISEhESHTHLD  (psiTafleumiidareveusny @)L bGuHMD
SuisHEhmLW  FaTiUROSTHESETHELD  H6TanIHL W

@remeY 2 wisslw, m&Hw prihser FeouuilGe @bl
ST FTHIGEHNS 6T E1hD T UTHHENSHEHMUDHD
THRIGEREML I 2 _MeYH6T  eUTLLLD

FTTUTSH

SOpBTH, @umhens
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SU_QIUTL 1469 (H @LD

allpoyHeTCmsir. @ews @B WhSw el wwrs  Briser
erLifl£evemeor Gouesst(H 66T BT6dT
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BIFERTWBISET (LG hBLITIG VM. @b 6T6VEHEV [ 680T I MBI 6T
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By  ellLwiwrs BT eurCaupdletEGmmib. gy erTsy,
9C5CBrdHlCev SUFTLILIL TG ®bs 6T6VEM6V
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BewL_GupalHLILgTEL
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Next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. You
have five minutes.
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In the “World Development Report 2009”, there was a
very interesting analysis on growth. In that Report, having
looked into the economic density, which is the value of
economic activity per square kilometre, they found that
having such megacities were crucial in building the
competitiveness that was necessary in today’s globalized
economy.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. S.M. Marikkar. You have
five minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne.
You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Next speaker is the Hon. Gamini Lokuge. You have
three minutes.
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Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, you have five minutes.
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Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Chairman, the authority and necessity of local
governance is imperative for any sound democracy. That
too is resonant, Sir. Having served twice as the Chairman
of the Eravur Urban Council which under my tenure was
selected as a "Role-Model City for Disaster Resilience"
by the United Nations and thereafter, as elected President
of the Federation of Sri Lankan Local Government
Authorities and Executive Committee Board Member
representing Asia for the Commonwealth Local
Government Forum, | am well aware of the importance of

independent local authorities and the distinct issues at
hand that might hamper the progress of its development.

Sir, local authorities is democracy being exercised at
the grassroots, and moreover the sole independent
authority for overseeing and ensuring township
development and maintenance, a vital component of Sri
Lanka’s overall governing structure.

However, at this juncture, Sir, | wish to point out that
with the devolution of powers by way of the Thirteenth
Amendment to our Constitution, the roles and authorities
of provincial councils over local authorities has led to a
significant amount of conflict, specifically with regard to
jurisdiction and overbearing authority in the Eastern
Provincial Council. As our new Government ushered in
an era of good governance pledging to eradicate family
bandyism, corruption and cronyism, | must bring to the
attention of this House that certain segments of such still
exist in the Eastern Provincial Council under the cloaks
of the devolution of powers. Speaking from my own
experience as a Chairman, a position I held until January,
this year, | witnessed firsthand the effects of confusion
over who has jurisdiction over a local authority - the
Provincial Government or the Central Government?

Hence, Sir, | must bring to the attention of this House
that acts of cronyism are evidently prevailing effectively
utilizing the prevailing confusion over who has
overbearing authority. In the Eastern Province,
appointment of cadres to meaningful posts have been
carried out effectively ensuring that qualified individuals
are appointed to posts that have been deemed necessary
for successful operation of the respective local authority.
However, after the dissolution of elected local bodies
early 2015, certain elected individuals in the Eastern
Provincial Council are looking to negatively exploit the
powers that they believe are vested with them and are
creating positions in various local authorities by means of
force and threats to the Competent Civil Commissioner
responsible for the operations of the local authority, in the
absence of an elected body, so that these provincial
members' cronies or henchmen and their families are
accommodated in positions that have been especially
created for them in local bodies.

Having said that, Sir, | wish to speak a few words on
disbursement of funds by the Finance Commission. This
is a centrally appointed committee and the funds are
disbursed by them to the provincial councils, and
provincial councils in turn allocate the funds to local
authorities. There is no mechanism or guideline for
allocation of funds to local authorities. It is better if a
proper mechanism is in place and also | am pleased to
propose to set up finance commissions at provincial level
to regulate this function.

Sir, let me conclude with this. Local Government Acts
and Ordinances have been revised and revenue sources
such as fines, licence fees et cetera have been updated.
The revised Acts and Ordinances are held up somewhere
and are pending for nearly four years. It is better if this
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matter is expedited which will enhance own source of
revenue for the local councils and reduce the financial
burden on the Central Government.

Thank you.
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Hon. Chairman, thank you for giving me this
opportunity to participate in the Committee Stage
Discussion of my Ministry and that of the Hon. Patali
Champika Ranawaka, who | consider is a visionary.
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Sir, we have reconstructed the Iranamadu Tank, which
would facilitate cultivation of an additional 21,000 acres.
His Excellency the President believes in development
through which you win the hearts and minds of the
people. You know that during the last regime - which |
was also a part of - we did a lot of work in the North
through “Uthuru Wasanthaya” and various other
programmes. But, we could not win the hearts and minds
of the people. So, whatever development we do, we
should win the hearts and minds of the people. Therefore,
through the reconstruction of the Iranamadu Tank, an
additional 21,000 acres will now be available for
cultivation.

oS emewnEw CVOIEE Owvmn

(ressrfl@ Gs6anedw ribLdsGlausvsv)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Now, the fertilizer subsidy is being chopped off. On
one side you are making irrigation available for 21,000
acres, but on the other side the farmers will not be enticed
to cultivate.

O B8 Gedmaesr dwmo

(oresryfl@ ewuFT WevgLT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Hon. Member, has the fertilizer subsidy scheme,
which we had in the past, brought in the appropriate
yield?
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(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Absolutely! That was a success story. We had an
excess in all products.

O 0888 Gedmaz Swmo

(omressrLll@ ewLFT WevGLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

While you say so, there are certain changes to be made
to the fertilizer subsidy. The way it was done also needed
certain reforms.

Sir, His Excellency the President is very concerned
about the Chronic Kidney Disease prevailing in the
country. We have allocated a sum of Rs. 550 million in
that regard. We are allocating further sums to take steps to
eradicate the kidney disease, which has become a major
problem. So, we have to take preventive steps and with
funds from the Asian Development Bank, my Ministry is
working towards that. His Excellency the President has
given us leadership in carrying out that project.

Also there is a "bridge project” under my Ministry and
I am thankful to His Excellency the President and the
Hon. Prime Minister for that. | hope to give every Hon.
Member of Parliament an opportunity to name a bridge.
Rural bridges are very important for this country and in
due course we will take steps to complete that project.

Sir, as certain Hon. Members mentioned, | also see a
distance between the Local Government Authorities with
regard to their administration. | have been to various
provinces. | went to the Sabaragamuwa Province and to
the Western Province and had a dialogue. So, | think we
need to create a link among them. We need to work
together and also need to eradicate corruption.

Then, there is another issue which | would like to
bring to the notice of the House. If you take a Minister or
a Chief Minister of a Province, he exercises his powers
through a Secretary. But, if you take a Mayor, he
exercises direct executive power. Therefore, we all should
consider certain amendments being made with regard to
power being centralized in one person.

If you take the Statutes of local government bodies such
as the Municipal Councils Ordinance of 1947, e®ied n»0®
0c®g s308mmen By B OFOJews BOD. gy
BED PBEDD HOITTVD o weerddms WO OO
»80F o O Bedmrds. IO 0¥nd e@m&8. W@ vy
s Bedstesy. & oo sceaddme BEe® E»
3000 BedmDr. MEI ¢Nonedd & wendds ©®
®0 100 9E8u WO PO OO Do Be®nT Hmwe WS,
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(The Hon. Chairman)
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Yes, the Municipal Councils Ordinance. Sir, we have
already taken steps and will take further steps in due
course to attend to that.

Sir, 1 am very thankful to all the Hon. Members who
expressed their views with regard to my Ministry. We
need constructive criticism, because my Ministry is the
Ministry through which the common man connects with
the Government. So, | appreciate all the views expressed.
I do not have time to deal with each view individually.
The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara expressed his views and
the Hon. Vijitha Herath made a very good suggestion
about having a public gallery in local government bodies.
For transparency and for the media we should encourage
those bodies to have a public gallery. | promise the House
that | will take due measures for those bodies to have a
public gallery and | will also see that proper steps are
taken for the media to witness the sittings of the local
government bodies.

Finally, Sir, I would like to thank my former Deputy
Minister, the Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana, who has
been a tower of strength to me, my Secretary, the Chief
Secretaries and other officials for the support they have
rendered to me.

Thank you.

®C B¥IBDO)

(oresorLyifl@ sallereri Hjsuiaser)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] in the Chair.
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HEAD 124. - MINISTER OF SOCIAL EMPOWERMENT AND

WELFARE

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 608,580,000
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Order, please! The Votes of the Ministry of Social
Empowerment and Welfare - Heads 124, 216 and 331
will be taken up now. The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam to
move the cut, please.

[L7. u. 1.00]
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised
by the Hon. Hesha Withanage.
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(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Order, please! A point of Order is being raised.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

No, no. Please wind up. The next speaker is the Hon.
Buddhika Pathirana.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman)

The next speaker is Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath.
You have ten minutes.
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The next speaker is the Hon. M.L.A.M. Hizbullah.
You have 10 minutes.
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Hon. Minister, you have to wind up now.

@6 980.83.8.098. BBIE 0 Owmo
(LomevsTLLO)@) 6TLD.6T6V.67.6TLD. MlsVL{DEVTEN)
(The Hon. M.L.A.M. Hisbullah)

I will wind up my speech, Sir.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 166,650,226,000, for Head 155,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 155, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 66,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 66,000,000, for Head 155,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 155, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 2,000,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,000,000,000, for Head 155,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 155, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 69,218,416,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 69,218,416,000, for Head 155,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 155, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 166,700,000, for Head 162,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 162, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 9,800,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 9,800,000, for Head 162,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 162, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 21,809,100,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 21,809,100,000, for Head 162,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 162, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 311. - DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL PHYSICAL
PLANNING

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 180,950,000
Question, “That the sum of Rs. 180,950,000, for Head 311,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 311, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 108,600,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 108,600,000, for Head 311,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule “put
and agreed to.

Head 311, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 608,580,000, for Head 124,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 124, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 48,220,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 48,220,000, for Head 124,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 124, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 11,158,132,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 11,158,132,000, for Head 124,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 124, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 56,390,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 56,390,000, for Head 124,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 124, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 216. - DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 28,060,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 28,060,000, for Head 216,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 216, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 3,680,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,680,000, for Head 216,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 216, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 417,100,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 417,100,000, for Head 216,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 216, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 42,800,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 42,800,000, for Head 216,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 216, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 331.- DEPARTMENT OF DIVINEGUMA DEVELOPMENT

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 415,300,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 415,300,000, for Head 331,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 331, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 14,100,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 14,100,000, for Head 331,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule™ put
and agreed to.

Head 331, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 55,575,020,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 55,575,020,000, for Head 331,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 331, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 33,500,000

Question, "That the sum of , Rs. 33,500,000, for Head 331,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 331, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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At 5.48 p.m., the Hon. Presiding Member left the Chair to report
Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Wednesday, 09th
December, 2015.
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Whereupon THE HON. J.M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI left the
Chair, and THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
Next speaker is the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.15 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday,
09th December, 2015, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
28th November, 2015.
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