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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA]
in the Chair.
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@) @Cne, erer?

asked the Minister of Social Empowerment and

Welfare:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that there are
low-income families who did not receive
Divineguma allowances on political
grounds under the former Government;

(if)  if so, whether speedy action will be taken to
provide those allowances to them; and

(iii)  if so, the date on which it will be done?
(b)  Will he table -

(i) the number of low-income families
throughout the Island who receive the
allowances provided by the Divineguma
Development Department;

(if) the total value of the monthly allowances
provided to those people;

(iii) whether those allowances have been
divided into categories;

(iv) the allowances provided to each party
according to the categories mentioned in
(iii) above ;

(v) the number of families in the Island
receiving allowances according to the
categories, separately;

(vi) whether the allowances provided to the
Divineguma recipients have been increased
by Good Governance established on 08"
January, 2015; and

(vii) if so, the increased monthly allowances as
per each category, separately?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of
Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media and Chief
Government Whip)
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RETIRED OFFICERS OF SRI LANKA EDUCATION
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE: RE-EMPLOYMENT
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asked the Minister of Education:

(@ Isheaware -

(0

(ii)

that approval has been given by the Public
Service Commission with pertinence to re-
employing the retired officers of the Sri
Lanka Education Administrative Service
on contract basis with effect from
15.06.2015; and

that as per the above approval, all the
relevant parties have been instructed by the
Secretary to the Ministry of Education
through letter Number ED/4/58/16/01/04
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dated 17.07.2015 to re-employ the retired
officers of the Sri Lanka Education
Administrative Service?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the names of the retired officers of the Sri
Lanka Education Administrative Service
who have applied for the vacancies
prevalent in the Department of Education
of the Southern Province as at 01%
September, 2015; and

(i) the date on which they will be formally
re-employed?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT
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pBeveuHLD)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher Education
and Highways and Leader of the House of Parliament)

I move,

9| EWLOFF (LD LITTT (@R LO6T M & FemLl

“That December 03rd Thursday, 04th Friday, 05th Saturday, 07th
Monday, 08th Tuesday, 09th Wednesday, 10th Thursday, 11th
Friday, 12th Saturday, 14th Monday, 15th Tuesday, 16th
Wednesday, 17th Thursday, 18th Friday and 19th Saturday, 2015 be
allotted days for the consideration of the “Appropriation Bill
(2016)".

G E®eszd 8, et e8®®2» Ses.
aflsorir A (BIGHLILIL (B) 6THMYS CIBTETemLILIL 1 G).
Question put, and agreed to.
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(omevsrLLll@ svFagLoeiT FlifleTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
I move,

“That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 70(2)
of the Parliament, the hours of sittings of Parliament on allotted
days for consideration of the “Appropriation Bill (2016)” from
December 03rd Thursday to 19th Saturday, 2015 shall be 9.30 a.m.
to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.. At 6.30 p.m. paragraphs
(5) and (6) of Standing Order No. 7 of the Parliament shall operate.”

G E®eszd 8, et e8®®2» Ses.
aflsorir ABIGHLILIL (B) 6THMYS GIBTeTemLILIL 1 g.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

“That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 70(2)
of the Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament this day,
the hours of sittings of Parliament on allotted days for consideration
of the “Appropriation Bill (2016)” on Fridays, December 04th, 11th,
and 18th, 2015 shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to
7.00 p.m.. At 6.30 p.m. paragraph (5) and (6) of Standing Order No.
7 of the Parliament shall operate.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

“That notwithstanding the motions agreed to by Parliament this day
and on Friday, November 06th, 2015, the hours of sitting of
Parliament on Wednesday 02nd and Saturday 19th December, 2015
shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.. At 5.00
p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question
put.”

g S8z 8, wwo e3®@z Ses.
aflearir BGSHLILIL(B) sTDmI%ClBTeTenLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

Bewbsm v emP®un, 2016
23155 1L_(HF FL_L_cpsvid, 2016
APPROPRIATION BILL, 2016

& DA» @¢ SOi¢is 20O OOy e Hewlws
O &

80 goe gatma [02000,098 20]

“oma emQ@em ¢ o¢ O» 80 Bwdw g o' [ o8
207 €520 Oepa]

I & 3888 mom &

REBIWUGHLILIL L NUTHLD 1S GlBTL_BIGEDHTOT HL L_cD6T
UTHASEHLILIL L.

FLBSLLL L aflsorm - [peubi 20]

"1 1 psvid BLiGlimapsy B revsrL_mibapsmm
wBl A @wrs"” [wraryle rell smerrprwss]

fleaTir LEST(BILD TBIGHNMILDLILILIL L .

Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [20th
November]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [ The Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake]

Question again proposed.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have three more minutes.
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B)(m&Ha Ceusssr(HLb.

@6 HRow0G OBIEH®o

(omressTL 0@ HEDVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT B)6uTHer)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! Hon. Member, you may continue with
your speech after the lunch interval. The Sitting is
suspended till 1.00 p.m.

aede 30 enmed 20mE»O g HPO» 8,
@ wa. 1.000 Bowis @0emn® [00 He-o g@fuc
O] @df eswesdOowsy 53,0 8050 &

e, ywisy . v 1.00 weflouswr Glowr plpssiiod G
TGN CISTL BB, LATFF FUTBTWET Ysuidssr [wrevrbg
BIVBIS FIOBILITEV] H6WVHLD 61BIGSHTTT H6T.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed, MR.
DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA SUMATHIPALA] in
the Chair.

®6 Bewrdss OB

(orenryfl@ Nrdld suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. S. Viyalanderan may continue with his
speech. You have 20 minutes.

@0 . BwreEsIeosT ®wmo

(oressryil@ &.allwrCybdresr)

(The Hon. S. Viyalanderan)
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QETHS5150H TRy (MBS T  pHeurTer Gassryeu  GeTT
&CBewrgett  Seuisst CaAw  HOVHEZIHTWTL VHET LD
YWFFITHF OFwhHuBSesrmri. eumenLw CFwmHLT(H
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UlrGs55 5160 hslssTm 1] UTL FTeney

PWeVE6HTL 1q 6060 T6T () W1 ST DI

®G; Berdess G062

(wrenryfl@ rdléd surprwsi jeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Are those schools coming under the Provincial
Council or are they National Schools?

@0 . BwreEsIessT Dwmo
(oressryil@ &.allwr@uybdresr)

The Hon. S. Viyalanderan)
oth Provincial Council schools and National Schools.
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®6 Bendss HO1ER)
(orenryfl@ Nrdld suThTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

When were those liquor permits issued?

©6 9. BwedsIe0sT Owmo
(wrenryilg F.alwrGbglresr)
(The Hon. S. Viyalanderan)
Sixty five.

@6 Bendss mO1ERO)
(oreryfl@ Nrdld suTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

No, when were they issued?

©6 9. BwedsIe0sT Owmo
(wrenryilg F.alwrGbglresr)
(The Hon. S. Viyalanderan)
From 2009 to -

S Bewndss 15062

(orenryfl@ rgld surprwsi ojeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Then, those were issued before January, 2015.

©0 . BwreEsIeosy Owmo

(oreryl@ F.allwr@yibdreor)

(The Hon. S. Viyalanderan)

Qariflev  sumiiiydssemer @)eTm  6T(HdEHI%H0S T T6V,
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6TLDg|  reul L GFleD [OGETAE YLD
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Gueliul Lrepid, &SLBS Yrd  3)HleL

B BHI HSHSTDSHI. B)HS BT F e BlFFwiors @)bHsdh
&THBS CBTHHFTeME HMID 6Tgl Wreul L Ggled) HddlsTm

afleugFmuils

glsijsun'mn'm 6U6ITLD T 63T §2(H

LIVSL_6m6U 6T
urympaswrsGe

LIGRTEneRTH6T  GLITETDoUMHEND  L6UT(H S TT6sTLD
9| BFETeUTEIToU T &5 61h: (&, GousmeveumiiiLiLdasemer
auLpiIsGeuetT(HILD. TEIET 0} Qs riflhFTensvemL
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L| 60T T 5] T LD T 69T LD

QFiiig)

QF iU H & Tevr BL_6)19 & 60 HEHET
Cupllsrenr_msd @)bs GCeuswmeveuriiiyls  Ulrsflensssener

RrarGaugn|b &ewmSEHI%HEET6T6T (LpLgujib.

G Berdss mO0ER)

(orerfl@ Nrdld suTpTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Were there 3,000 people in the Valaichenai Paper
Corporation? When it started operating, there were only
300. What is your plan?

@0 . BwreEsIeosy ®wmo

(oressryil@ &.allwrCybdresr)

(The Hon. S. Viyalanderan)

| SMHBTET S L_Bisewer
HMVWH LGS0 G| S LT IBITTBIS 61T BlFlwendFad 3,
Y MallsH) meSEEmrid. Guogyrid, FHBTHTTSSHIEDDEHUILI
Qurmisserailey 6Tog Hrmrw  MeuGwFTensvssT L6y LD
S|l L BlewsvullsLg resr @) HesTment. @Mllurs,
wi L dseriifled  @)mdalerm QBig w1 UrGs e glsv
S1gL 1D B (h&SeTDGI;
uFSlld @) HHSSTMSI.
OTTEY, B R UGS WL SBIE(HHGH HL WL
YfleuglsLswe. (1 STHam L @)sVswev. &lipemiouilsd -

6T EHED LI & A

UGB WF TNV

UGS WTHEHEGTW  SBIGLIL

S Berdess G106
(woreryfl@ Wrdléd surprwsi jeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Avre those Provincial hospitals?

@ . BwreEsIesst ®vmo

(wrenryil@ F.alwrChbdlrer)

(The Hon. S. Viyalanderan)

Yes. g1 FOUBSWTS  BTBIGET LOTEHTERT  FeHLIG S
PSSl BESCpTD. Yy Plelssd  CeTHSSID

6TH SO BLOTET HL_ 611G HeMHSHEHLD (LPeITOeT (HdbBLILILailsDsmev.

®0 Bewdes Db

(wrenryflg Wrdld surprwsi oeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Does the Chief Minister belong to your Party?

@G 9. BweFdsI8SsY Owmo

(wrenryil@g F.alwrCybglresr)

(The Hon. S. Viyalanderan)

The Eastern Province Chief Minister belongs to the
Sri Lanka Muslim Congress.

PSTMI SFTLUSHTV WSBHSSe0 euL, Hpd @l LrGsFnisst
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Ulrmgsemnestemiwiuyid, @Qbs 2 wiflw
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G rufledesr umiibg o uflewy
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera.
You have twenty minutes.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera - Minister of Fisheries and

Aquatic Resources Development)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Navin Dissanayake -[Pause.] Not here. The
Hon. (Mrs.) Hirunika Premachandra - [Pause.] Not here.
The Hon. Palany Thigambaram -[Pause.] Not here. The
Hon. Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne -[Pause.] Not here.
Then, the Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie. You have 15 minutes.

[1.39 p.m.]
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(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie - State Minister of National

Integration and Reconciliation)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, | am very proud to address this
august Assembly when you are presiding. Please permit
me, in the first instance, to congratulate the Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake for presenting the maiden Budget of the
National Government while standing up boldly to face the
challenges to the nation.

or.61F.67iD.  Quererd - Gzfw  sppewLILITEH

All of us must consider the extremely trying
circumstances and adversities created by forces beyond
our control under which the Budget was presented to this
House. The two main Parties, the UNP and the SLFP,
which previously presented separate Budgets when each
Party was in power, have presented a combined Budget
for the first time. The Government presented a mini

Budget in January this year. This is the first full Budget
presented by the two main Parties under the National
Government, a Consensual Government.

Sir, the people of Sri Lanka elected His Excellency
Maithripala Sirisena as the President in pursuit of much-
needed changes. This was confirmed at the Parliamentary
Elections held in August this year.

This Budget is expected to contain important
proposals for the development drive and consolidate the
strong economic growth. The Government has paid
attention to five important areas of concern - generation
of one million job opportunities; enhancement of income
levels; upliftment of rural economies; ensuring of land
ownership in rural and estate sectors and creation of a
wide and a strong middle-class.

Changes have been made to the tax policy which
would focus on earning 60 per cent of revenue from
indirect taxes and the rest through direct taxes. This is
different to the present policy of earning 80 per cent of
the revenue from direct taxes. It is also announced that
the one-off tax and import tax on textbooks and sports
goods would be removed, which would benefit the
persons in education and sports sectors. Then, all sorts of
taxes will be exempted from all Sri Lankan expatriate
workers. It is also announced that those living in
Government-owned houses on rent for more than ten
years and those living in line rooms would be given
ownership. Further, a system similar to that in Singapore
would be introduced and an institution would be set up
with regard to National Entrepreneurship.

Meanwhile, several new institutions such as National
Development Agency to handle development projects;
International Trade Agency to formulate international
trade and a Competitive Tribunal aimed at controlling
monopolies in the financial markets will be set up. In
addition, agriculture insurance agencies where farmers
will play a role will also be set up in order to build a
stable agricultural sector. A new Trust will be established
to safeguard public wealth and properties where both the
State and the private sector will play a role.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, now we have the opportunity to
present to this august Assembly our vision and our
economic strategy for development. Our standing in the
world is secured, sustainable and strong. Based on this,
we believe we can build a strong economy for Sri Lanka.
Also, plans have been drawn up to put in place
mechanisms that will seek not only to strengthen the
economic sphere, but also many other sectors such as
political, social, education and health. Within the next
two years, we can build to consolidate our plans and take
the journey forward.

Sir, in January this year, salaries of Government
Servants were increased; incentives were given to
pensioners; prices of petrol, diesel, and gas were brought
down; Mahapola Scholarship grants were increased and
the Samurdhi allowances were increased by over 200 per
cent - which were admired by all the people. Further, the
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debts of the farmers were removed and they were assured
a certified price for paddy. Charges on marriage
registrations were reduced. Special allowances are to be
provided for montessori teachers and dhaham pasal
teachers. This Budget is a "People’s Budget" where prices
of several essential commodities were reduced and
controlled for their benefit.

Sir, | must thank the Finance Minister for removing
the emission test fee of Rs. 5,000 imposed on trishaws
and motorcycles. | would also urge the Minister to
remove the tax imposed on vans, especially school vans.
This increase would largely affect the parents since they
will be called upon by the van owners to bear the
increased amount. | feel the increase of the price of a
three-wheelers by Rs. 100,000 would put the poor auto
owners into great difficulties. Each four-wheeler is an
employment generator for them. They also must live and
they do not have any other means of livelihood. Over
hundreds and thousands of poor people ride their luck on
three-wheelers in order to keep the home fires burning.

Now | wish to turn a new leaf. There is a great
awakening all round today as more and more mothers
take to breastfeeding. But the reduction in milk food, |
would believe, would discourage mothers from
breastfeeding. | feel that this is not a healthy sign. It is
better to encourage mothers more and more to breastfeed
their babies, which is definitely encouraged by the
medical world, and not encourage them in any way to go
in for imported infant milk food.

A considerable sum of money has been allocated for
education considering electricity supply to many schools,
development of schools, including primary schools and to
improve water supply and sanitary facilities.

This Budget has also allocated a large amount of
money for the housing sector. Special focus must be
given to the middle-class and rural people.

I am extremely happy that His Excellency the
President had offered me a portfolio in order to promote
national integration and reconciliation at a crucial time in
the history of our country. People of this country gave a
mandate to His Excellency the President in order to
establish permanent peace in the country and to build up a
healthy nation sans enmity, hatred and racial acrimony. |
am fully aware of the responsibility cast upon me and
shall endeavour to do in my best ability in order to help
the “Yaha Palanaya™ achieve these laudable objectives.

Muslims in this country have always stood for
national unity and national integrity of this country. We
had, in the past, great national leaders like Dr. T.B. Jayah,
Sir. Mohamed Macan Markar, Sir. Razik Fareed, Dr.
M.C.M. Kaleel and Dr. Badiuddin Mahmud, to name a
few. These great leaders have left us a rich legacy on
which path if we would march together, we will be able to
build a strong Sri Lanka enabling every community to
live with happiness, tranquility and peace.

Intense interest is shown internationally on the
progress made by this National Government in so short
time after coming into power. In this context, | view the
visit of Samantha Power, US Permanent Representative
to the UN, to Jaffna. She has called for a robust
mechanism and speedy actions to bridge the trust deficit
that exists in the Northern Province where people call for
truth and an end to impunity.

The truth is that the entire Muslim community in
Jaffna were chased away within a short period of four
hours from their place of birth, their places of dwellings,
educational institutions and places of worship. While not
failing to miss out on a "strategic opportunity”, as she
asserts, the Muslim factor should not be forgotten or put
in the limbo of forgotten things. When the Chief
Minister, Mr. C.V. Vigneswaran; the Leader of the
Opposition, the Hon. R. Sampanthan and the TNA are
seeking assurances from the US that pressure would be
continuously applied to deliver on promises given to
Tamils, equally or more importantly the multifarious
problems faced by the Muslim community there, should
also be fully addressed. Their lands must be given back;
their houses, properties, schools and mosques and
madrasas must be rehabilitated and Muslims must be
settled there as before.

I am equally happy that Samantha Power visited the
Moor Street in Jaffna and engaged herself in “elle
diplomacy" with Muslim girls of Osmania College,
Jaffna. One is reminded here of the "Ping-pong
diplomacy" engaged on an earlier occasion by the USA
and China bringing face to face the two great powers in
building up a bridge of understanding and reconciliation.
I am sure that Samantha Power would have personally
seen the scars left over in the area by the horrendous
crimes committed by the ruthless LTTE of the worst
ethnic cleansing of Muslim community in the North. |
could positively believe she would stand up to “truth and
justice”, as she said, when briefing New York and
Geneva on the problems of Sri Lankan Tamils.

Almighty God says in the Holy Quran: "Wa Baraka
Baina Huma Bil Khair." He calls upon the humanity to
build love and affection on the basis of unity. This
sublime teaching would definitely charter a clear path for
all the communities in the country who enjoy the fruits of
“Yaha Palanaya.”

This is the most opportune moment for all of us to get
rid of our ignorance and pursue a path to promote
national integration, dialogue an understanding as
Gouthama Buddha said that "the darkest night is
ignorance™.

Thank you.

G Beardss ®O06ER)

(orerfl@ Nrdld suTBTWST jeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila, please. You have
twenty minutes.
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(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, in 1880 former British Prime
Minister Benjamin Disraeli was the Leader of the
Opposition. Joining the budget debate he made a very
interesting statement. Referring to the Budget he said,
“Lies, damned lies and statistics”.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Navin Dissanayake. You
have twenty minutes.
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This is a political statement. This is not coming from an
official. Please realize that. From 2005 to 2014, the
economy of this country was manipulated by one official -
Dr. P.B. Jayasundera. You all know that. Today we have a
diversified Ministry of Finance with various inputs coming
from various people culminating in the Budget. This is the
difference. Please realize this.
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invite the private sector, as the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake
said, to come forth, take some risks and make some

initiatives for the sake of this economy, because it is time
that the private sector comes in and contributes in a
meaningful manner towards the development of this
economy.
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(The Hon. Ananda Aluthgamage)

Sir, | propose that the Hon. Mujibur Rahuman do now
take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. MUJIBUR RAHUMAN took the Chair.
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Sir, further to the political matters in the Budget, |
want to express some real facts regarding the Malabe
private medical college. Recently, around 500 students of

that private medical college protested in silence in front
of the Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous
Medicine and sought justice from this Government. The
South Asian Institute of Technology and Medicine
- SAITM - is the only private medical college in our
country. Close to 1,000 students are studying there.

Recently, we heard that the Sri Lanka Medical
Council has announced by a letter that the medical degree
offered by SAITM will not be recognized by them. But,
the Sri Lanka Medical Council has not made any
suggestion to this private medical college as to how it
could get its medical degree recognized. The SLMC is of
the view that the number of patients in the Teaching
Hospital of SAITM is not enough. It is okay.

In 2014, a court case had been filed by SAITM.
Ultimately, the court had ordered the Government to
authorize some government hospitals for the clinical
studies of the medical students of SAITM. But, up to
now, it has not been implemented by the Government,
not even by the present Government. My request is,
implement the court Order, which is essential for SAITM
students. Foreign countries like Russia, China, India,
America and Canada allow Sri Lankan medical students
to do the clinical practice in their State hospitals. So, why
can we not allow Sri Lankan medical students to do their
clinical practice in our State hospitals?

The second matter is regarding forensic medicine. In
Sri Lanka, private hospitals cannot do post-mortem
examinations. That is the duty of the government
hospitals. Then, SAITM students have to do their clinical
studies in mortuaries of the government hospitals, which
the court had already ordered. So, why is this
Government reluctant to allow that?

The third matter is regarding community medicine.
Community health comes under the Medical Officers of
Health in the country. Then, SAITM students have the
right to do clinical training under the MOHSs. Foreign
countries allow Sri Lankan students in their community
to do such clinical studies. Why is our country acting
against our own students?

Running a private medical college in our country is a
way of educational tourism. | am saying that because, a
study done by the UNESCO shows that Rs. 145,000
million goes out of the country every year for education.
Sri Lankan students who pursue higher studies overseas
reportedly spend Rs. 145,000 million annually. If private
universities like SAITM can be established and
developed in our country, we can save billions of rupees
flowing out to foreign countries every year because
around 4,000 Sri Lankan medical students study in
foreign countries. Through educational tourism, we can
attract foreign students from South-East Asian countries
to come and study here. So, by developing that tourism
sector, we can earn more. That is a fact.
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Sir, only 16 per cent of the Sri Lankan students who
qualify for higher education are recruited to the national
universities.
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Hon. Member, please continue.
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Sir, only 16 per cent of the eligible Sri Lankan
students are recruited to the national universities
according to the website of the University Grants
Commission.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, if the Hon. Member wants a private medical
college in the North, we are willing to support. Hon.
Member, you must help us to establish it.

®G D8, BODe®Insy Ownmn
(oressryLll@ &. FAeuGLomgsesr)
(The Hon. S. Sivamohan)

Thank you for the views expressed by the Hon.
Leader of the House.

So, 84 per cent of those students are left out of the
universities every year. This has resulted in 8 per cent of
the students going abroad for higher studies. For
example, if SAITM is given a chance, they can study
here in this country within our culture. If female students
go to foreign countries for studies, it is even bad for our
culture.

The Ministry of Higher Education, the Ministry of
Health and the University Grants Commission have been
maintaining a deadly silence over this matter up to now
despite calls from students and professional bodies
including the Government Medical Officers' Association
to address it. Recently, | had a discussion with all the
Consultants of the Government Medical Officers'
Association, Vavuniya Branch. They are willing to give
clinical training even in the Vavuniya General Hospital
for the SAITM students.

Sir, the University Grants Commission approved the
medical degree offered by SAITM in 2011 through a
Gazette Notification. Thereafter, the University Grants
Commission started selecting students to study there,
conferring it equal status with the other State universities.
Also, they have agreed to give degree certificates. But,
the problem lies with the Sri Lanka Medical Council. The
Sri Lanka Medical Council has to make their suggestions
as to how SAITM could be developed for its degree to be
recognized. That should be done. But, they have not
suggested anything regarding SAITM. If they feel that
the clinical practice given to the students of SAITM is not
enough, they have to suggest to the Government to give
clinical practice to those students in State hospitals. That
is the way. All private universities abroad, even in
Russia, Canada and everywhere, make use of government
hospitals for their clinical studies. So, | think the
Government has to initiate action immediately in this
regard, because in the near future, the first batch is due to
get their degree certificates. Therefore, we have to give
our support to them.

At the same time, if the Sri Lanka Medical Council
feels that the students of SAITM have a poor knowledge,
they have to come to a conclusion whether to give the
students of SAITM the same exam papers that are given
to the students of the Colombo Medical Faculty. The
students of SAITM agree to sit for the same examination.
So, some sort of suggestions have to be made by the Sri
Lanka Medical Council in this regard. If they fail to do
so, we have to give SAITM a chance.

I am also a doctor. When | was in university, | also
fought against private universities. But, now | feel that
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those are wrong ideas. We had those ideas as a result
of the ego of young doctors. That is the reason.

Other than that, | do not think there is any
reason to be against private universities.
‘GITRF  FLSGHT  GSlewrGurl HeugGumre”  eTeiTm

Gersvsurisear. Now, the world is so wide. ereorGeu, Gdlewr
LU (Deug) sTHTMT6Y, BT HIS6T JewsHail_ (B GleuallGuin) Blevgglsv
@izl @y liuTids Geussrigur STV @)

o6 eBEes AB8adc vm

(omeiTLyfl@ svgagLosir sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, | want to ask the Hon. Member whether he can
find an investor to start a private medical college in the
North. If he can find an investor, we will support him.

®0 D, BDe®fHnzt Dwvwmo
(oressryLil@ . FeuGLomsseir)
(The Hon. S. Sivamohan)

First, we have to give some solution to the problems at
SAITM. Then, we have to develop willingness among
students to study in private universities. Then only other
private universities will also open their branches here. As
| said, Rs. 145,000 million goes out of the country every
year for Sri Lankan students to study abroad. Therefore,
we have to start private universities in Sri Lanka so that
we can save our money. That is my view and that is why |
raised this matter in this august Assembly.

o6 eBEes ABadc Svm

(oreTLyfl@ svgagLosit sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Member, will not the medical students of the
University of Jaffna oppose this?

®G . BDe®Jnsy Owmn
(orevsryLil@ . FeuGLomsseir)
(The Hon. S. Sivamohan)

In every university some students are of that view.
Now, in the Sri Lanka Government Medical Officers'
Association, around 30 per cent are foreign-educated
doctors. That means, they had gone to foreign countries
for their higher education. About 25 per cent of the
Consultants are also foreign-educated. Now, the situation
is changing a little bit. Earlier, it was not like that. But,
that is the reality.

©6 BEO AB8ade vmo

(omevsrLLll@ svFagLosiT FlifleTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

You speak to the students and the lecturers, and if
there is agreement, we can do something.

®C 9. B8Ded®fnsy Owmn

(orewryLil@g . HeuGomraseir)

(The Hon. S. Sivamohan)

Definitely I will take this matter up with them.

o VLR By S @wmo
(omesrLyfl@ svgagiost liflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Kindly follow it up.

®0 8. BOe®Jnsy Onmn
(wrenryil@g A. AeuGorasir)
(The Hon. S. Sivamohan)
Yes, | will follow that up.
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these children are not in a position to pay even Rs. 100.
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(The Hon. PalanyThigambaram - Minister of Hill Country

New Villages, Infrastructure and Community Development)
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(omeiTLyfl@ svgangiost sliflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That the Debate be now adjourned. "

Y S8z Y, et e3@@m Sas.
aflearir (Bl (5) aTmmys s mereariiLiL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

80 enped SOi¢w & »d» .
sy B8O SOi¢ws 2015 ©208,088 ®es 30 O ee¢o
80502) 3red.
YBTLIYG. AIUTHLD 535 BWEUSHHLILIL LG
afleurgi 2015 paubui- 30, lmisL slpenw Warselsre_migiLh.
The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.
Debate to be resumed on Monday, 30th November, 2015.

DECIDO

phBeailiy]
ADJOURNMENT

o6 eBEOs AByde vm
(mressrLLll@ svgagLosT &lfleTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That Parliament do now adjourn".

G E®eszd &Y, ewwr 8®@» Sa.
aflsorr (B LILIL (B) 6T DmYS CIBTETaTLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

22880827290 3O ¢mmcEd &. wa. 4.550, 2015 ©209;®5
®es 06 O E» e dOOHw ¢nd, 2015 ©2020,095 30 O
&3€¢2 &. . 9.30 02 o2 » odde.

ey L. 4.55 wenflsg rrrepwsip, ysers 2015
poubi 0645 slsslu Siwrarsgsslsrss, 2015 peauwii 30,
BlmisL Fpeww qp.rs. 9.30 wenllsusor sl ELILIL L ).

Adjourned accordingly at 4.55 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on Monday,

30th November, 2015, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 06th
November, 2015.
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