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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.

MR . SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA ] in the Chair.
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asked the Minister of Housing and Construction:

(@ Is he aware that an exceeding sum of Rs. 60
million has been misappropriated in the process of
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awarding several houses of the Mattegoda and
Kahathuduwa Housing Schemes which were
constructed by the Ocean View Development
(Private) Company affiliated to the then Ministry
of Construction, Engineering Services, Housing
and Common Amenities;

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the selling price determined for a house of
each type;

(if)  whether an easy payment scheme had been
introduced for those Houses; and

(iii)  if so, the first instalment and the balance
instalments to be paid for each type of
houses?

(c)  Will he state -

(i) the individuals who have been provided the
houses bearing No B-5, B4-10, B3-35 and
B2-36 at Kahathuduwa Housing Schemes
and D-16 and B-10 at Mattegoda Housing
Complex;

(if) the kinship between the individuals who
obtained the said houses and the former
Minister in charge of the subject;

(iii) the amount that has been paid for the
relevant houses by those individuals and the
amount that remains to be recovered from
them;

(iv) the steps taken to recover the outstanding
amounts;

(v) whether an investigation is conducted
regarding the malpractices that took place
when those houses were distributed; and

(vi) if so, the present situation with respect to
that investigation?

(d) If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs:

@)

Is he aware of the financial fraud committed by
paying the five million rupees given to the
organization called “Tharunyayata Hetak” in
August, 2013 for a market promotion programme,
which is beyond the subject area of the
Commission, on the recommendation of the then
Chairman of the Securities and Exchange
Commission, to Ceylon Premier Sports Limited, a
company that has no connection with the share
market or financial affairs?

(b)

©

©)

©)

G)dl

816

Will he inform this House -

(i) the present situation of the investigations
with regard to that fraud;

(if)  whether the persons involved in that have
been arrested; and

(i) if so, whether action has been taken to
prosecute these persons?

Will he also state -

(i) the steps that have been taken or that will be
taken by the Commission to recover the
embezzled money;

(i) whether an institutional level investigation
has been conducted in this regard; and

(iii) the names of the Directors of the Ceylon

Premier Sports Company Ltd., which

obtained these monies?

Will he further inform this House the obstruction
to investigate this matter under the Public Property
Act and take action against the culprits?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Law and Order and Prison
Reforms:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) separately, the number of incidents of child
abuse and rape reported and the number of
raids conducted on drugs in 2014;

(i)  the names, addresses, telephone numbers
and other details of the public officials and
politicians who were convicted of the above
incidents; and

(iii)  separately, the punishments meted out to
such officials and politicians?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he admits, that sufficient laws to
curb child abuse, rape and the drugs above
are not prevalent in this country;

(i)  if so, whether steps will be taken to amend
those laws;

(iii)  if so, how; and
(iv)  when it will be done?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Tilak Marapana - Minister of Law and Order and
Prison Reforms)
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asked the Minister of Finance:

(@ Will he submit to this House the
information mentioned in Subsections (a),
(b),(c) and (d) of Section 17 of the Fiscal
Management (Responsibility) Act, No.3 of
2003;

(b) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation:
(@ Isheaware that -

(i) the signal system of Sri Lanka Railways is
faced with a crisis at present;

(i)  the lives of passengers are in jeopardy as a
result;

(iii) Mr. Anura Pushpakumara Kasthuri,
employed at Sri Lanka Railways, has
invented a successful railway security
system using modern technology and it
requires a very small amount of money for
implementation; and

(iv) an issue has arisen by the fact that the
aforesaid system has not yet been
implemented although it was supposed to
be implemented in the Sri Lanka Railways?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the reasons for not implementing the
railway security system mentioned in (a)
(iii) above;

(if)  whether steps will be taken to incorporate
the aforementioned railway security system
or any other security system into the
railway service; and

(iii)  if so, of the date on which it will be done?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether a Pre-Election Budgetary Position
Report as per Section 16 of the Fiscal
Management (Responsibility) Act, No. 3 of
2003 was presented to this House;

(if) if the Orders under the above Section 16
were not adhered to, the reasons for that;
and

(iii) the date on which the Orders of the
subsection (2) of Section 16 will be met?

(b)  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 of the
Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on 06.10.2015,
the hours of sitting on Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd October,
2015 shall be 9.30 a.m.to 6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the
Parliament without question put."”

Ygamaw S8 Y, et e3@@zm Ses.
aflearir BsHLILIL(5) sTHmsClsTeTemLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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I move,

"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the Alhasan
Foundation."
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Post, Postal Services and Muslim Affairs for report.
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“All matters which, having been duly brought before Parliament,
have not been disposed of at the time of the prorogation of
Parliament, ...”
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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you have to listen to my submission.
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(Mr. Speaker)

I listened to you and said that | have given the Ruling.
- [Interruption.] 1 have given the Ruling; I go by
yesterday’s decision.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

But, that was on some Bills. These are Regulations,
Hon. Speaker. Do you understand the difference between
a Bill and a Regulation?
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(Mr. Speaker)

Yes, | understand. | have given the Ruling on that
basis.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

You gave the Ruling in relation to some Bills
yesterday. But today, it is Regulations that have been
brought, which have lapsed.
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(FUTBTWST By6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

The same Ruling is applicable today also and we will
go ahead.

©0 Lesvd edidm ®wm

(orenrflg HCBesreis @ snrouiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

You are allowing what have lapsed to be brought
before Parliament.
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(Mr. Speaker)

That is your point of view. | take your point of view;
but we will go ahead with today's Business.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

How can you collect money in billions without
following the constitutional provision? What | am saying
is -[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Hon. Speaker, on the previous occasion, we referred to
two aspects: one was in respect of Bills; the other was in
respect of Regulations. After our meeting, you had the
goodwill, I would say, to refer the Bills to the Attorney-
General. As a consequence, the Attorney-General has
given you a ruling regarding the Bills. We accept that.
There is no problem. Yesterday, you gave your Ruling
and we proceeded with the Debate. So, as far as Bills are
concerned, there is no difficulty. But, we do have a
difficulty regarding Regulations.

o0 VLR By S @wm
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
There is no difficulty at all.
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Let me make my submission.
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(Mr. Speaker)

Let him make his submission.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Sir, I am making it in a very reasonable way. | am
making a legal submission. | just want to inquire, Hon.
Speaker, whether you have addressed the issue of the
legality of Regulations, not of the Bills to the -

2 DBNB DO

(FUTBTWST Sj6uiTaHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

It is applicable to today's Orders also.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Sir, let me finish. Have you addressed this issue of
Regulations specifically to the Attorney-General and has
he responded? - [Interruption.] Let the Hon. Speaker -
[Interruption.] Sir, I am making my submission.

o6 VLR BBy @wmo
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(Mr. Speaker)

OO0 CBERE BINCE ¢OBROB, 0wdddm 9uim,
RO  @DFND e¢I®®. First, let him make his
submission. After that, you can reply.

o6 VLR BBy @wmo

(omesrLyifl@ sva6gLosT &liflsTevsV)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, he is wasting the time of Parliament. -
[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

No, no. Then, I also can say that you are wasting the
time of Parliament. So, that is your opinion. -
[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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No, no. -[Interruption.]
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Bills include Regulations.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

The Hon. Speaker himself has made that decision; he
has said that Bills are different from Regulations.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, under the Interpretation Ordinance -[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Why are you talking about that? Let the Hon. Speaker
make his decision. You are not the Speaker. -
[Interruption.] So, you give your advice to the Speaker. -
[Interruption.] According to Parliamentary procedure,
you have to address the Speaker. Do not give me a
lecture. -[Interruption.]
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(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! ®c; wwiznemn@, OO 8oy 28ern®
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

I do not want to go into the different calibres of
lawyers. There are different types of lawyers: some are
good lawyers and some are of poor calibre. That is a
different matter. - [Interruption.] | am making my
submission to the Hon. Speaker. -[Interruption.]
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, under the Interpretation Ordinance, a Bill includes
Regulations. That is basic law. You all do not know that
and you are wasting the time of Parliament.
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(FUTBTWST Sy6uiTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

So, the matter is over. 1 now call upon the Hon.
Minister of Finance.
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SPECIAL COMMODITY LEVY ACT : ORDER
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®O OB S €025B% WD)

(omesorLyfl@ rafl & HewTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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Interpretation Ordinance, the Bills and Regulations are the
same BwEo&. Is it?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Under the Ordinance, a Bill inludes Regulations. It is
very clear.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM

ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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We are worried about that -
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I understand that. | am also concerned as the Minister
-in-charge. Certainly we want to ensure that there is no -
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“ Parliament shall have full control over public finance. No tax, rate
or any other levy shall be imposed by any local authority or any
other public authority, except by or under the authority of a law
passed by Parliament or of any existing law.”

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, | insist upon
the term “existing law”. The term “existing law” requires
interpretation when you have to have a clear idea about
the Regulations already placed before Parliament.
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That is, once the signature is placed by the Hon.
Minister of Finance, that Regulation must come into
operation; it must be implemented forthwith. There would

not be an interval;
immediate effect.

it must be implemented with

Now, | draw the attention to Subsection (ii).
"(il) ©B sy oA Mwd vyed se®OY C1¥® ¥YB @ ;"

I think the Hon. Minister of Finance has followed the
correct procedure. Section 7 of the Special Commaodity
Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 categorically states, | quote:

“7. Every Order made by the Minister in terms of section 2 and
section 5, shall-

(i) be in operation immediately upon the Minister affixing his
signature thereto;

(if) be published in the Gazette as soon as convenient;”

That, he has done.

“(iii) be approved by Resolution of Parliament as soon as
convenient thereafter;....”
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Bastesy, “ if not approved by Parliament, be deemed to be
rescinded with effect from the date of such resolution,
without prejudice to anything previously done thereunder"
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Minister, your time is over.
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Sir, | need another five or ten minutes. You can reduce
it from the time allotted to our side.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Lucky Jayawardana to the Chair?

©6 BER AB8ade vmo

(omevsrLLll@ svFagLoeiT FlifleTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

| propose that the Hon. Lucky Jayawardana do now
take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. LUCKY JAYAWARDANA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon.
Kodeeswaran.You have ten minutes.

Kaveendiran

[L7.L1. 5.16]
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(The Hon. Kaveendiran Kodeeswaran)
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Vadivel Suresh. You
have seven minutes.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.56 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday,

22nd October, 2015 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of this
Day.
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