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PARLIAMENT
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US| SSHTTSH6T.
The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA]
in the Chair.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

828 Be®sIn 8Di¢ w88 Smnw
uTrTEheTy alleursBiseaflesr Chriy spafligiiy
LIVE TELECAST OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS

[OISA LISV STY-T0k

(FUTBTWST SjeuTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)
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B8 eFor308w 88w xId®
Fwitilsasiul L ugSrBiser
PAPERS PRESENTED
OO OBBTD  WOEIBEHD O (3:88ed®xIn

yBwodmSen W BB §gRums BY Greds vWBved
YD) 38D @)

(wrewryllg  swhs H(HEWITHVHES -  LITTTEHLOETD
wpfrewwiiy  whHmih  CeugGser 2L & HeWLFF(HLD
IFETHISS S Aullet psHCHTELTFTEYILD)

(The Hon.  Gayantha  Karunatileka - Minister of

Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media and Chief

Government Whip)

@6 DONEDHOA, BDS ¥ ScY @O®sE w-DEDD
2@ 00Medsy 2013 d8sw wews § Comn HBm SE
88 D@ ©:080m glwBed Dl8m Dibmd 8 @28wuxs
»o8.

eO® Dabmd @OE CBECHD OB BV EwWE BE
@n ©8 O® ewdssn »SS.

e EB®eszd &>, ewwr 8®®» Sa.
aflsorr o BIGHLILIL B THMYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

®OC ©BBID WS IBED DV

(oresryLfl@ SwhHs & HeTTSVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

OO DOILNBHROB, DG W 50DW WOYD GRS
e0dmedsy 2012 d8sw wews & Eomn O gdmBed
2058 D8500 ©© 988w WIS.

008 D&MD anE CBVELAD MO ©VIVD 0w BE
@n ©8 O® ewdssn HIS.

Y@ S8 Y, et @@z Sas.
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Question put, and agreed to.

2014 D8 wewr Bg8 .0d® ¥ EDICHT; PIBB T GBS BEOE
288 8w 600D DmD.- [Og8 weedm W BEOE w3dvE
50EDO ¢S EDHDI OO WS WO TBCEHE DHm0]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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COMMITTEE ON HIGH POSTS

@0 BEOsY BB8ydc Owms (BBOBsE gdvIsm

¥ O@8en gLn® By  BEEed®sIned
230256322 ®0)
(rewryll@  svFagLoeT HifleTeeL - LIVBMVESYS  BHevall

wHID CBHEHFTENVSHET HYWIFFHLD LITTTEBHLOSTHE FewLi
BBDIHID)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of University
Education and Highways and Leader of the House of
Parliament)
Sir, I move,
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[06t cFEOs BBaEe @vmo]

"That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order Nos.
128A and 129(a) of Parliament, the Committee on High Posts shall
consist of Mr. Speaker as Chairman and twelve (12) other Members
to be nominated by the Committee of Selection."”

G E®eszd 8, et e8®®2» Ses.
allsarr aBSHLILIL(5) sTHmysClETeTenLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

esed®Em Oxifeod vmy emgdus
st 2_miiilewic FL_L_cLpevmigeiT
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS

380 eudmY8ow 8e»® (Boedrmm RBed®) vmny

omHYOsn
#8eu Crerdlhis TMLD (Fn L Lg 6H600TEHSH6V)
FLL_LpevLD
SUJEEWA SENASINGHE FOUNDATION (INCORPORATION)
BILL

O YT DTS Bw®® Do

(omevorLyLfl@ BedleiT LisvsTL T g2wiwam)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

O DOTNEDROB, BYD BCHBT ©wWILLND ) 9Ty
DO .

"800 eEmBow weH® wodhhon BBO wews § vmm emYOunm
988w BBOO gdes 8w gryw."

@G 8. 8. aROROE vmo
(wreryllEg Cen.&. jsveuSHIeu6D)
(The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala)

882 955 o GE.

2 CLorBlEmi.
Seconded.
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aflearir e BSHLILIL(B), sTHmI%CIBTeTenLILIL L ).

B)serrLing, FL L ApsVLDd LpGETUPSOM BT L1 (B), YFF_LiiL_d
L ememull_ i1 gj.

FLL@psvth plewevdsL L swer Qsv. 47(5)@levriig Faps susyayL’ L sv
wHMID  BVSITLIN]  YWIEF &GS — YWIbemws  CIFUILILILIBISDETSS
FrL L L’ 1 gy.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Empowerment and Welfare for report.

DOB5NWBD DD

(FUTBTWST By6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

3o WOYD. @¢ ) 2w BHeL BBwW o 1. 80608
DCEDE 8 erNs BYWewedBmd Wded® vmn wdeny
Be®w - g3 ¥ JFR@0eD) gmn®.

@0 Les¥d edidm Swm
(orerfl@ SBevreg @ swrouigeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

298 83,
STUPBSITI.
rose.

2 DBNB DO

(FUTpTWST j6uTaHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

©0 Lo¥E Q@din OBn®:.

@0 Les¥d edidm Swm

(orerfl@ SBevrag @ swreuigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

@S DNIBNBHHOB, 8NHDS Bewdw 17 wdex & o®®
9CE® ®»S»D. PO Peed BB BEBsT &6 BE®
©8OITVeBE ¢ BN 0dn mOg 9e8un o BRI
C OBO0 DN @ 9EE» 8Owr. e®® WS ED
@8 BedBO g8 dnewsy Drxwd wvwd 0nedd. &
8 & ©0 ORGSO ¢gdHcw BHD. 0w,
20020 & -

)5BS

(FUTBTWST SjeuTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

OO0 OTEROB, © VIR0 HEYM wewsy we 888 @®
8EAcd »Bed® ¢l Bw ©0 Bomww I eI
3©08. 8 owd o® BEAcD wimddh WCE. OO gdEGd
Ch @¢sIH®.

@6 Betd endss Onmn

(oresryll@ HCesreay @ 6wreuisHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

®0 0®s 928us BELO LD ecH. ole]]
20BN @® ©0; wIed PTH 5. ©® WICHed
Ve Bedmdr. DO e@ed o¢BuvwmO o1&
88 ® 07 SRo.

o VLR By S @wmo
(omesrLyfl@ svgagios liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

O DNBNBDROAB,- [P BEOx]

2 DBNBHD O
(FUTpTWST juiTaHeT)
(Mr. Speaker)

®O LBWITNWBEOa.

o6 eBEOs ABade vwm

(omressrLLll@ svFagLossT &lifleTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO DDNBWROB, ¢ud Sev® IS8 WO BVt
We have not been informed. All of a sudden, you cannot take
this up by surprise. [@0e0 BBO=] Oew® Iy o). O
O5IGnRB, vwle wemesied dEd® Bewn. S
RIN®O BusIm By e oz3.
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©0 Lesvd eadidm ®wm

(orenryflg HCBesres @ snrauiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

EmO w8ed d5imy Bwey BYow. Jemsd »3wd
2w oW Im esnedd issue O=. The issue is not
that.

o6 eBEes AB8adc vm

(omeiTLyfl@ svgagLosir sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, it is very unfair. ®J&; ®NEBROB, @® 9EE®
2300008, e@ime, I Sed -

DOB5NWBD DD

(FUTBTWST By6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

& 88e0Tned Oy BOMBE. ©® In®O
B (BIvN. OO BB cvwemO gfenEcE8 On® &
eweIBEND EA ¢Bies’. © I® o ©8Em A OR®O
DB o ¢TIBO. [ BBOF]| ¢15Y wwied ®»OYH
BOEOD WBID 98 ELBIB).

O Loty endilm ®wmo

(revwryLllg FHCewray @ 6emrauigenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

®C DHNNBHBOAB, D @® ©wdBsNd BwdsIm wsiesy
sy But I would like to refer to the Standing Order No. 17.
It states, I quote:

" (1) A Motion for the adjournment of Parliament shall not be made
until Public Business has been entered upon (except by a Minister of
the Cabinet) unless a Member rises in his place at the end of
questions and asks leave to move the adjournment of Parliament, for
the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public
importance and state the matter."

(2) Such a motion-"

252D

(FUTBTWST SjeuTHeiT)

(Mr. Speaker)

O OBEROB, - [ BEO]

@G Bexvd endidm ®wmo

(revwryLll@ FHCesray @ emrauigenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

®0 Bwsis ecsIm emd. It further states, I quote:

"(2) Such a motion by a member shall not be made unless - *
[Interruption.]- | am not trying to- [Interruption.]

DOB5NBD DD

(FUTBTWST By6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

RIN® BB v @ewEEId OO 0® ewi®rNd
coiesy. & Ben 0® qdeded & 9wl 98 e¢rIm AW, OO
OB OB, [P BBO)]

@0 Loty endidm ®wvm

(oreryflg HBevreig @ emreuigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

0®m Bedsm IR @0 98 ecsIes’ BB, e@m
B A & amd Bomend oy yods Bwee Standing

OrdersOc Bedmdr. 0@w BedOO RIS 98 e¢siesy
IO, - [ BBO] OFFOcs 2lecorm o & BISmHH
5O - [P BEO]

o6 eBEOs AByde vwm
(omressrLLll@ svFagLosT &lfleTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

O DOINBDROAB,- [P RSO

)5BS

(FUTBTWST SjeuTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

OO OTTEROB, a¢ 8Ee®xInd 80xY 0B BHFn
100 eed RIR® B0 e®w EP ¢BIN. @1 BIHD BOD,,
© 0@ o BE A T B gDEFDW CH @TIHO
Bocr. 8Bsn 1020 escl ®0 e sles’. 98 Bwo
00 005In). & wews g0edd CA e¢TIH®. ¢ 850
Be®m ®OGn WO 98 e¢sIm. [P BBO] ©O Bnsin
8©018, e®ew® Wmoed WosTesy 18 BwEo. [Pt BBO]

@6 Betd endsD Onm

(oresorfl@ HCesreay @ 6wreuisHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

It is a matter of urgent public importance. -
[Interruption.]

)5BS

(FUTBTWST SjeuTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

That is what | told you. We will discuss. -
[Interruption.] @ 2580 BOD, & & O EE A
0G0 ER @¢IB® Bwo.

o0 VLR By S @wmo

(omesrLyfl@ svgagios #liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Speaker, yesterday the Governor of the Central
Bank had made a statement saying that these are routine
transfers. -[Interruption.]

®0 Bes¥d endids Swmo
(rewrll@ FHCesreay @ 6wrouTSHenr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
No! No! -[Interruption.]

2 BNB DO
(FUTpTWST j6uTaHeT)
(Mr. Speaker)

You can discuss this.

o BEOSY BBy Owmo

(omesrLyifl@ sva6gLosT &liflsTevsV)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

It was in the newspapers. These are routine transfers. -
[Interruption.] You read the newspapers. There was a
half a page statement by the Governor of the Central
Bank saying that these are routine transfers.
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@0 (40028 w) 505 @B eqa® Dm0
(1orsir i@ (seorBlg)) #rd S)@pepisio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Hon. Speaker -

D OB5NWGBD DD

(FUTBTWST B)6uTsH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama. -[Interruption.]

@O (4028 w) 505 @B eqo® Dm0

(1oreir i@ (seorBlg)) #rd S)@pepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Hon. Speaker -[Interruption.] The Hon. Speaker has
given me the Floor. -[Interruption.] Hon. Speaker, may |
- [Interruption.] In matters of grave public importance
you have the discretion to allow a Member to raise the
issue. Now, today, there is a very special case, and our
Hon. Prime Minister has now returned from Japan and he
is available in the House.

He is the Minister-in-charge of the Central Bank. We
are not asking for an immediate reply. If that was the
case, we would not have done this. But, all of us have the
right - especially more than 21 Members of Parliament -
to put this on the Table. I think goodwill is called for,
Hon. Prime Minister. We are not asking that you should
give an answer today, but, please allow this matter to be
placed on the Table and you can give an answer -
[Interruption.]

Hon. Speaker, we can also give a chance to the Hon.
Prime Minister to give the answer to the whole country as
this goes over television.

[OISA A LIEY ST 10k

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHST)

(Mr. Speaker)

o0 Co’d @diln OTEROB, VIS o® dEde
200® OxIm BB ¢wumd gfewEE ©0 e® emgs
Ym0, & O® defBO0 O ggem® eODD ¢dEed. ®0 dw
D O DO Bgeed v O BDD, "©o
OTEROB, ©8 e®m ACE ¢DENOW D e¢sImH®" Bwe.
& @DedOD OO E ¢TI, wdTmw 9B WIBIBY. [@odd
BHBO] ©0 evecsiesy my ¥, @B ePew® Bedsiesy
Be. ¢¢ 008 defd® w880 dmnmw mOs 8eYDB ¢,
[P0 BB®]

@O (§0D8w) 305 @Qeqa® Dm0

(1orsir i@ (seorBlg)) #rd S)pepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

@G @OBR® 0¥ FIECE TG ¢ 5O ©3
es.

[OISA LISy ST 10k

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTSHET)

(Mr. Speaker)

©® In®O BOD, ©® OB WIWDB WO OE DD
CD eeBIHO Bw. &» BEosIm.

@O g0 Sesarwm Dm0

(omessrLyfl@ SmBIT SlewTHTIdss)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

OO DDNIWROB, E1 e BEICD dEs 510383
Beadier ©lBedxsinddd. ox-ecm 8¢ Oxfesi ©v
IeMeDsY 0d5Tmy yOOnY;, ¥ VIBLNHICE'sE ©OBIB
0sY; B0 88Q @R B eI yOOsI. W&,
GO Y1 »EH® Eoymnd B8 EBed®sindd wdd &
Bedmdn. & Bw v wemedd ¢B & Bedm g
8ERcD 0@ wiBedxined SvwxImy gl e¢siesy
IO, & ¢ B Bedm) 0n) - ocnd B8O ©® w8
@D C¢ BENBE 990 @0 o WOmD 5O, @®
8Be®xnede Jdm ¢8O0 ¢deddn o 8w wyn&.

2 DBNBHD O

(FUTpTWST Sj6uiTaHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

& DD Ch ectryds. B8BTn cvwemd @uiud DB
O9® @0 0® ydmw ¢slexl. 80 I Bwdsiny 0D
Beews 5.

®O @70 Eesasrwzm Dm0

(orenTLyfl@ SBIT SlewTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

D01 DOIBNGHROB, end 8. Yerv® ®»O ewd
y@dme On WO® e eNO® BERTH Eab @cmd ¢? @dn
200 OB @¢w HOB, eW YE»W v VW 8D ogyd
@) Om. BES 5B wmdo.

(OISR MEYSTSIO0N
(FUTBTWST Sy6uiTHer)
(Mr. Speaker)

¢ YABDD C e¢BIB).

OO @70 esaNnwm OB

(omesrLyfl@ SmIT SlewTHTIdss)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

Oev® MO g YB»® gnE 0nd B8EnJT e¢sin.

(OIS MEYSTSIO0N
(FUTBTWST Sy6uiTHer)
(Mr. Speaker)

0.

®O @70 Eesasrwzm Dm0

(orenTLyfl@ SBIT SewTBTIWdSS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

e y@dme gumd, ewd BERJS ecsim. [@in BSOS
Bew® WOY. g YFH® PO 0vd edHdO BEnS
eIy BesIs.

)5BS

(FUTBTWST SjuTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

3B s »OB, g ve dLd® 08 eDEed
OO0 @ yadm® e¢simy BYen. @0 & eDEed® Im
OBID @D BRewn. J ded® 9Od edEr #d »OB ©O
e®m glerl. VIO WSS OHE ST
@OEID). [P BRSO
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©0 Lesvd nendilnm Swm

(orenryflg HCBesreis @ snrouiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, the Hon. Leader of the House is in agreement. So,
let me read this. -[Interruption.]

o6 ¢85 8. esedc Pum (B¢BAR W y»EIHBw
et Bewlss g@imusn®d)
(wrewryllg s 1F. QuGrpr -
USILILNG 55585 F&8) LITd) Senssi)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera - Deputy Minister of Power and
Renewable Energy)

@®d, @»O.

ledTeusyl  oHmID

o0 BERS BB @wmo

(omevsrLLll@ svFagLosT FlifleTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

The Hon. Speaker has to decide on that, not me.

©0 Lesvd nedidm Swm
(orenryflg HCBesreig @ snrouiger)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, let me only read this.
tomorrow. -[Interruption.]

He can give a reply

@0 0BC OpOBow Pwm (8xLid1RS BY BoBwm
yBSHB 0 58S MmOGD gLIdBRE)
(ressrll@ remilev ailsArwdhis - Nrsw Sewwdsmd Codlw
Q& TeTensH6T HMID CILITHTTSTT H|EPIIIH6T HeWLOFF(HLD)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe - Prime Minister, Minister
of National Policies and Economic Affairs)
Let the Hon. Speaker give his ruling on this. -
[Interruption.]

)5BS

(FUTBTWST SjuTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

®® 00 OGOV Busies e@wd. RIROIE
@b en ©OBI®. g 8Eed®sin mOun 8BEIC ®IO®
©®ed dEde By emn. dee 0® mMieme Oer BDI.
g dedB® gdwy eOxIm O8Bn S50 gdwd @O
®0 eomnge® (IN® & emugs 01 Bowmen ©BO
805 ¢?

g8 oems e@m»B8. 0® ydmre cCRe 0057 ©®
BOD, @® ®) B WO @DEDNOH o ¢TI Bwo.
RINOBIE EWO O Yeno. [P BB

©6 O5¥IFOsews

(orewryLilg o mitiflesri spmeur)

(An Hon. Member)

2088e@5Ined wHOs BewlvwdEd @xndd @8 o®
G 8® mosTeny. [t BBO]

o0 88 8. evedch ®wm

(wrenryilg edlg 1F. QuBryT)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

80000 eO5ID). O @¢sIm. [Pdd BSO]

@O (D08 w) 30 @B eqo® dnmo
(wrebr @ (sTpld)) 18 SjepeIsHiD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Hon. Speaker, | rise to a point of Order.

(OIS RIEYSISION

(FUTBTWST S6uTaHerT)

(Mr. Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama, you can raise your
point of Order.

@O (39008 w) 30 @8 eqo® dwmo

(wrebrfl@ (serhlg)) #15 Sjwpepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Hon. Speaker, Standing Order No. 17 is crystal clear
that the discretion is given to the Speaker in an occasion
like this.

(OIS RIEYSISION

(FUTBTWST Sj6uiTaHer)

(Mr. Speaker)

That is correct, Hon. Member. But what | am telling
is -

@S (9008 w) w0 ¢QerO® Onm

(wresriflg (SOTEIS]) F18 Sj1peisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Sir, we are appealing to you to use your discretion in
the light of the fact that this is a matter of great
importance. We are relying on you.

@6 OB E Bn@8ow dwnmo
(worenryLil@ remflsd aflésslrodnis)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

298 83e@des.
TUYLHSTT.
rose.

(OIS NIEYSISIO0N
(FUTBTWST Sj6uTaHer)
(Mr. Speaker)

®C g8 .

@0 6B E Sn®8ow Dwmo
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Chair.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the

Opposition)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Order is being brought in to
Parliament for the reason that China is not a
Commonwealth country and consequently, the provisions
of the Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters Act, No.
25 of 2002 could be made applicable only on the Minister
making an Order, which Order the Minister has made in
the Gazette Notification referred to in this Order.

I do not know, Sir, what the criminal activities are,
which are going to be inquired into in China - a non-
Commonwealth country - under the provisions of this Act
and this Order. But, | want to use this opportunity to
refer to certain matters pertaining to other countries, even
Commonwealth countries, when | feel that the
Government activities, if 1 might say so, have not been
adequate or have been wanting.
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It is believed, Sir, that during the tenure of the former
Government, many persons who committed grave crimes
in this country were able to find their exit from this
country without difficulty. It would also appear that
departure of some of these persons from this country was
in fact facilitated by the Government. Some of these
criminals that were here, are living in comfort in some
Western countries, which are Commonwealth countries,
to which the provisions of this Act would be applicable.

I remember, Sir, my Colleague, the late Hon. Joseph
Pararajasingham, was gunned down during Christmas
mass in Batticaloa. In fact, | met him before he left and
advised him not to go to Batticaloa. But, he wanted to
attend Christmas mass in Batticaloa. He went to
Batticaloa and was gunned down. The name of the person
who gunned him down was given to the former
Government. It was given to very high personages in
Government and they were aware of that person. But that
person was not taken into custody and sometime later,
that man was able to leave this country and now he is
living abroad.

There are several such criminals who have been able
to flee this country and what action is being taken by your
Government to bring these offenders to book? Good
governance must also mean that the horrible
consequences of bad governance in the past are remedied
by necessary action on the part of this Government. So, |
would think that this is a matter in regard to which the
Hon. Minister must give his mind and he must consider
the question of taking action against such persons.

There is another matter that | want to refer to. While
such people are able to get away and while we have had
persons who have committed grave crimes in this
Parliament, even in Cabinet positions; young men picked
up for trivial offences - who were in custody at the time
the war came to an end - continue to be in custody almost
seven years after the war has come to an end. Some of
them are being charged. | cannot understand why all these
persons have been kept in custody. In fact, this is a matter
that has become a matter of concern even to the
international community; the matter has been talked about
in the international community.

| believe that there is some reference to this matter
even in the Resolution and in the Report that was
submitted on the basis of an inquiry conducted by the
Commissioner for Human Rights at the Human Rights
Council. I want to ask the Hon. Minister, why these
young persons were taken into custody for trivial matters?
Please, do not look at it legally and be legalistic. Look at
it in a practical sense. It is high time that this is brought to
an end and these persons are released and reintegrated
with society and become a part of normal society. | think
this is a matter in regard to which the Hon. Minister

should pay his attention to. | know he has been spoken
to; | know the matter is under consideration, but it is a
matter of deep disappointment to us that no action has
been taken to enable these young persons to be released.
I would appeal with the Hon. Minister not merely to take
appropriate action in regard to criminals who have fled
this country, but also to take appropriate action to release
these young persons who have been held in custody - it is
not a large number but several young persons - in my
respectful submission, without adequate justification,
given all the circumstances over too longer period of
time.

Thank you, Sir.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne - [Pause]. Not here.
The Hon. Ajith P. Perera - [Pause]. Not here. Then, the
next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Mujibur Rahuman to take the Chair?

@0 (g8 w) w0 ¢8eme® dwnmo

(wreriflg (HTEIS]) F18 S)1peisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

I propose that the Hon. Mujibur Rahuman do now take
the Chair.

OO CHEOSY eBem B w0
(orenrLil@ evaagLosir QFGarallyder)
(The Hon. Lakshman Senewiratne)
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. MUJIBUR RAHUMAN took the Chair.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Presiding Member, thank you for the opportunity
given to speak on the Order presented by the Hon.
Minister of Justice and Buddhasasana under Section 2 of
the Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters Act, which
was brought in to facilitate various reciprocal
arrangements that can be made; one between Sri Lanka

and Commonwealth countries and separately another
procedure for Sri Lanka and non-Commonwealth
countries.

Today, the Hon. Minister has placed before the
House, an Agreement between Sri Lanka and the People's
Republic of China. We do not quite know why an
Agreement was reached between China and Sri Lanka
with regard to mutual assistance in criminal matters, but
reading through the Act one sees various arrangements
that can be had with regard to tracing of monies stolen
from one country and sent to another and | wonder
whether this provision is what prompted the new
Government to sign this Agreement with China.

Be that as it may, this also tells us the importance of
international cooperation with regard to criminal matters.
Now this Act was brought in 2002. A similar Act was
brought in for mutual assistance in civil matters in the
same year. So there has been, in the last few decades, an
international movement for different countries to
cooperate with each other with regard to their respective
judicial processes. Now this becomes important at this
point in time in our country; when just days ago, Sri
Lanka had co-sponsored a Resolution at the UN Human
Rights Council, which enables participation of judges,
prosecutors, lawyers and investigators in certain special
courts that are envisaged to be set up in this country. That
is an important development and a welcome one too.

Today’s Debate has seen mostly a discussion of the
Attorney General’s Department, of our judiciary and of
our police; more than the provisions of this Act. And, |
was struck by the fact that there is agreement on both
sides of the House that the Chief Law Officer of the
country - of the Department - is not capable to actually
carry out the duties that are entrusted to it by law. A sad
fact as we stand today. Same goes to the judiciary, and
there were several references made and with regard to the
police too. | find that these are the areas in which Sri
Lanka has now agreed that participation of
Commonwealth and foreign personnel will be permitted
in this special court. That Resolution was also made
consequent to the OISL Report, which very specifically
made a very heavy indictment on the trustworthiness and
the credibility of the judicial processes in this country. |
agree with the Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama when he
says, “We must change this,” and as an Hon. Member
just said we have begun the change. But, as you know,
Hon. Presiding Member, these changes cannot happen
overnight, these changes will take a long time to happen
and at least in that intervening period, we must obtain
necessary help from the international community.

There were several references made by the Hon.
Anura Kumra Dissanayake; several examples that he
gave with regard to the functioning - or more aptly the
non-functioning - of the Attorney General’s Department,
the judiciary, the police and so on.
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I like to highlight one sad example, that of Mrs.
Vasanthi Ragupathi Sharma, who was released a few days
ago having faced a trial in the High Court, indicted under
the Prevention of Terrorism Act. She was acquitted a few
days ago after being incarcerated for 15 long years. Even
under a draconian law like the Prevention of Terrorism
Act the State could not obtain a conviction. Even with
provisions where confession obtained under duress after
torture - as in this particular case - it was not sufficient to
ensure a conviction. It took 15 long years to be acquitted
and all those years this lady, who is a mother of three
children, along with her husband was in prison. The
husband is still in prison facing charges. The Hon.
Minister of Law and Order and Prison Reforms is here,
and | have been informed that after her release the
husband has now been moved to a maximum security
prison in Welikada quite unnecessarily, when all this time
he has been in the Magazine Prison. So, | urge the Hon.
Minister to please look into this.

For fifteen long years these parents have been in
prison. He is a Hindu priest. Their three children grew up
with others - with neighbours and relatives - and today we
have the sad spectacle of this lady being acquitted after 15
years. Now what happens to her? It is being found and
judicially pronounced that she has been subjected to
torture. Fifteen years of a mother’s life has been robbed
from her by the State. Who is answerable to this? Hon.
Minister of Justice and Buddhasasana, who bears
responsibility on this? This is the reason why the Hon.
Sampanthan was to plead with you earlier this afternoon
to address the issue of detainees under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act. As you took office, you acted adroitly and
gave us the names and categories. You said 54 persons
have been convicted and are serving sentences; there are
still no charges for sixty persons, and the rest have been
indicted and are facing trial in the High Court.

Now, Sri Lanka has agreed to repeal the Prevention of
Terrorism Act. The Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs
made a speech on the 14" of last month at the UN Human
Rights Council and he on his own said that the Prevention
of Terrorism Act would be repealed and replaced with
another law that is commensurate with international
norms today and the Resolution which you co-sponsored
very specifically undertakes that the Prevention of
Terrorism Act will be repealed. | congratulate the
Government for taking such a bold step. That Act was
brought in, as you know, in 1979 as a Temporary
Provisions Act valid only for six months. But, it was
extended from six months to six months until 1982. Then,
that provision which made it a Temporary Provisions Act
was repealed and it was made permanent; although the
title to the Act even today reads, “Prevention of Terrorism
(Temporary Provisions) Act. It is a joke. Since 1979 till
today the law is extant and the law is called, “Temporary
Provisions Act” and so much misery has been caused to
people under this Act because the police lost their
capacity to investigate. When they were given the right to

obtain confessions and when this law made it admissible
as evidence in a court of law, all they had to do was to
obtain a confession by whatever means and there are
enough and more cases where confessions have been
obtained by torture.

What happens therefore? | have personally appeared
in a case where an elderly couple, a respectable couple,
were charged in court under the Prevention of Terrorism
Act for failure to give information to the police. It is the
only law that says failure to give information to the police
is an offence. The indictment said "Failure to give
information to the police with regard to a person named
Babu". Then, Babu was also arrested but he did not make
a confession and he was released. Then we had the
spectacle - Hon. Minister of Law and Order and Prison
Reforms, | do not know whether it was during your time
as the Attorney-General; perhaps it was during your time
as the Attorney-General that this happened - that when
the case came up in the High Court that particular person
named Babu came to watch the court proceedings. These
two persons were accused for failure to give information
about Babu. But, that man, Babu, who was roaming free
came to watch the court proceedings. When these facts
were brought to court, the judge said, “Well, then you
plead not guilty and go to trial." This elderly couple who
had children said, “No, we will plead guilty because if we
go to trial there would be no bail. We have already been
in remand for a year and we will continue to be in remand
until the case finishes, perhaps another seven - eight
years.” So, they pleaded guilty; got a suspended sentence;
paid a fine and came out. That is the kind of injustice that
this law has caused.

While you are keen to have mutual assistance with a
country like China in criminal matters, the law reform in
this country must prioritize the repeal of Prevention of
Terrorism Act. But even before the repeal of that Act, |
urge both Ministers - the Hon. Minister of Justice and
Buddhasasana as well as the Hon. Minister of Law and
Order and Prison Reforms - to release these persons. |
know that you have taken rather a technical view of how
you describe these prisoners. You say, “There are no
political prisoners. These are all persons who are kept
under a particular law.” But I urge you that even in this
Act that you have, the offences of a political nature are
described and that is a matter that you, as the Minister of
Justice, who is conferred with the powers under this Act,
have to consider when a request for a mutual assistance
comes from another country. So, offences of a political
nature are not something that is outside your purview and
persons who are arrested; detained; charged or convicted
under the Prevention of Terrorism Act are persons who
are supposed to have committed offences of a political
nature. That is why they are called, “political prisoners”.

I have said this before as well - Nelson Mandela was
considered a political prisoner. But if you ask the White
South African Government of that day, they would have
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refused to call him a "political prisoner” and they would
have said that he had committed an act, under Act number
such and such. Now, do not be technical like the White
South African Government. | urge you to consider these
persons as "political prisoners" because they are political
prisoners for the reason that even if they have committed
any other offence, those who have been committed not for
any other reason but for political reasons. That is why
they are called "political prisoners".

As we move towards reconciliation and as we move
towards responsible accountability measures that this
Government is taking, there is one small thing that you
need to do - obtain a pardon from His Excellency the
President. Those 54 prisoners, to my knowledge, have
asked for pardon and only a Presidential Pardon can
release them. The previous Government released, after
two years of rehabilitation, almost 12,000 people who
bore arms, who actually participated in the final war. But
why are these people still being held? Some of them for
failure to give information and as Mrs. Sharma, who after
15 long years found to be innocent of the charges that she
was to face.

So, Hon. Minister, | urge you - the Attorney General’s
Department may not co-operate with you as many have
said here - but if the Government makes a political
decision that these things must be done, and | know in
2002, when the Ceasefire Agreement was signed, a
political decision was taken and cases under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act were withdrawn. The
Attorney General went to court and said, “Any case
which hangs only on a confession as evidence, | am not
willing to pursue; 1 do not want to continue with those
cases.” So, there was political will at that time. Why do
you not display more political will now and have these
persons released as early as possible?

I want to urge you also with regard to this particular
example that | cited of Mrs. Sharma. | say with
responsibility that it is the duty of the Government to
recompense Mrs. Sharma for taking away her liberty; for
taking away the right that those three children had to have
their mother with them for 15-long years as they grew up.
Today you have found her to be not guilty. She is being
subjected to severe torture and her husband, who is a
Hindu priest, is still in prison. I urge you to look at these
things a little differently and not technically saying,
“Well, these are persons who are remanded facing
charges under a particular Act, whatever number of
1979”. No. These are persons who have been victimized;
who have had to suffer the ill-consequences of the past
that we had in this country. Many people suffered under
that. But, if we have now moved away and as the
Government proudly announced to the UN Human Rights
Council, “We are different, we are not like before, we are
not living in denial, we are willing to face these things”,
most kindly we urge you to put your words into action.

Little things like this will go a long way in regaining
the credibility of your institutions, in regaining the trust
of the victim community and this perhaps is a good
opportunity when we are discussing mutual assistance
with the world community and today, that too with a
country like China, whose legal environment is perhaps
very different to ours. Yet we are moving forward
cooperating with the Commonwealth and other countries
and facing questions of accountability and | urge the
Government there too, to keep your promises not only in
letter, but also in spirit and whatever processes that are
instituted, that are put in place, must necessarily have the
confidence and the trust of the victims, more than
anybody else. Therefore, | urge this House, the Ministers
concerned and the Government in general to act in that
direction.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Minister of Provincial

Councils and Local Government)

Mr. Presiding Member, | am thankful for the
opportunity to speak with regard to this Order. This Order
relates to mutual assistance in criminal matters. It is a
very progressive step which the Hon. Minister of Justice
and Buddhasasana has taken by entering into an
Agreement with China. China has been a great friend of
Sri Lanka. I think in the international efforts of combating
crime, this would be considered a very progressive step.

However, | would like to move away from this issue
to an issue on which His Excellency the President and the
Hon. Prime Minister have taken great efforts in order to
save Sri Lanka from being isolated in the international
community. As you know, Sri Lanka was continuously
getting isolated in the past UNHRC Sessions. But due to
the efforts taken by His Excellency the President and

Hon. Prime Minister - | would like to compliment the
Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of
Justice and Buddhasasana also - Sri Lanka was saved
from being isolated.

Now, one of the issues which has been raised is that
we have conceded to a hybrid judicial system by this
Resolution. | would like to inform this House that the
judicial power is vested in Parliament. | would like to
refer to Article 4 ( ¢) of the Constitution. It states, |
quote:

“the judicial power of the People shall be exercised by Parliament
through courts, tribunals and institutions created and established, or
recognized, by the Constitution or created and established by law,

It is the right of this House to decide what our legal
institutions are. Therefore, if one is to make an allegation
that this Resolution can create courts, | believe that it is
done solely with a political motive or for the purpose of
discrediting the Government, which has taken great
efforts to bring Sri Lanka back within the international
community.  Earlier, we were moving towards being
isolated and we were losing all our friends in the
international community.

I would also like to refer to Operative Paragraph 6 of
the UNHRC Resolution. Sir, if you read that paragraph,
you would find that getting assistance could not in any
way be construed as conceding to establish hybrid courts
in Sri Lanka. | would also like to remind this House that
if His Excellency President Maithripala Sirisena did not
win the Election on the 08" of January, Sri Lanka would
have been further isolated from the international
community. | have been to Geneva on one such occasion.
On every occasion, we were troubleshooting and trying to
win new friends as we were continuously losing our
friends in the international community because we were
not addressing to the core-issues in relation to human
rights and other issues which we are obliged to fulfil in
terms of international norms and laws.

I would also like to raise the issue of independence of
our judiciary. We have a judicial system which we can be
proud of, but when you look at history, you would find
that on numerous occasions, there had been setbacks
especially with the impeachment of the former Chief
Justice Shirani Bandaranayake. | also supported the
Impeachment Motion. But His Excellency President
Maithripala Sirisena was bold enough to rectify the
wrongdoing and reinstate the Chief Justice. According to
our Standing Orders, Sir, we are expected to vote as a
quasi-judicial body. But did we vote as a quasi-judicial
body? We voted on a political basis. Therefore, it has
taken away the very purpose. | think, if we are to
maintain the independence of the judiciary, we need to
change our Standing Orders to keep in line with our
international obligations.
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Also, if you look at the UNHRC Resolution, you
would find how we have been complimented for the
progress we have made. With regard to reconciliation and
establishing the rule of law, we have been very
progressive. Therefore, we are moving on the right path.
This Government has taken major steps to bring back the
dignity that we had within the international community. It
is very important that one does not isolate oneself. If we
isolate ourselves, we cannot co-exist. Today, we are in a
different era. Most of our goods and services are sent to
the West. Today, we should be proud that the Western
and the Eastern worlds, including India, are all with Sri
Lanka and are supportive of our efforts with regard to
reconciliation. There is a lot that needs to be done with
regard to reconciliation.

His Excellency President Maithripala Sirisena is
spending a lot of time in the Northern and the Eastern
Provinces. The people in the North and the East, for 30
years, have had economic and other setbacks. So, we need
to put them right. Today, we have the Leader of the
Opposition from the TNA, which is a very progressive
step. Then, we have - which is also a very progressive
step - as the nominee of the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition to the Constitutional Council, the Hon. John
Senewiratne, who is from the UPFA.

So, today, we all are co-existing; we are working
together in harmony. That is how Sri Lanka should be.
With the vision of His Excellency the President together
with the Hon.Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, we
are a National Government today. We all are putting our
party differences aside for the betterment of the country
and | believe that this collective effort will bear fruit for
the country.

Thank you.

[a.0. 5.25]

©6 OB v’ Bwmo

(1oreioryifl@ FhBlrAY) He2857T)

(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera)

GowonG®) 00 OBIEROB, 0o ad8wiem OB
B8xY 2002 @om 25 ¢O 0083008 CEOE & @emSIBIS
8wl 8500 Boed® vmn wlen Bwdw e®® Ko w¥IDD
988u OB @DEIeDE UL S WY LD, ged
0O gnd @B WO o @vchd EWOe® B8y 88D
00y BBvw B WO @dEd PO o &
wsiends OmDr. §RwsNG®) © OEROB, Owss Sm
oy gD, ot 8o E®» Oynewd. ®d ¥ @Bn@ed
D€ O9® 51WEE e, Pver B BEY FeFLD @wog
s OEWREWO aqwrw g s end  Beadm
0HEeEIGm0 Om, eI ©Yedde On OB OB
B810DE0 dgedsienry Bu. dmnw ¢od 60 emedd »A™
G¢ @®90D®, BmBBIHC DREWsT g8l g WO Bedn
POV, emysItNs DRewsy COOE nE B w-HEwd

@ B3O 0@ GOyed dn CHvwmeE. 0w BmOL Bw®
8y B8uO ©Nedd, quvckd DEWde® cemB®
B0x0m. ®0 »w8 YR, & Ded® yEl, e® 8pn
comyBm BBy® wwen WOB DD, ged SO D»
BB WS OB WD B 0@ ©wied w®nd
OIFOC BDO O o, & ¢iesy Y, & Yirw o®
B0 dedB0 me ymrwwc Bucr. 988 dmw dumc
OIS WDEO.

af  oFensy, dmwe ged 00 e @blm
0HesadGm0 ©Y wOEAIMBO ¢ ¢ QLBBOG O
20180 mer. el COOE e¢m gnd Beadnm g »E»
BpBDw YT WEr. 0 Bwsim BBy, g CODE w®w®
8y OWOOTOCEO O 80 Im JOOE Drews’ @05 WS
o305y RO O80T BEednBsY 0@ Om®mOsTOEO
OBIB) RN BBo. 3ol §n 80@8Gw SODE ams §esdd
e OB »® & s B@EOs ©em® WO o
yedrwBsl g Bwo OB vy, OB 988sx me
388000 Wo€n O Pod Onewcwns BV

©® g@DdedE ® ®mBIPYEeDST HOF BwsIsy Aoy, dw@
0@ VewsY el § Comr O A eed aluBn® dWFnd
80 onw 00y me ©OPD wWWdDHO®E 98sxy WJ
Beadmy moiey BBvwe 0. @ ¢y oy, e®w &
sved BE qcnwe Becr. § Com 0¥ Jremed oEdmwesy
88w weBed @0 BI® w@aztRewsy ¢ durlews D853
928wy WOm ¢ ©wldrnd wmdd Om eDEed
26059 & 00RO wid ofmn. 0®w BE Dnewsy
928us Om WormEle Bum dm & ¢eny mw. ewedd
cOns o® By GOy® 988us WO» EDEIED ®od ®BYDIYD
YR WO & ©® WICHm® HOBNSIeT FgDWBIBO ©w§
BOBID »mOBB. 90068, & we®ITRewsY @ Ddicws
QCCBTesY BHHT.

@0 (§9028w) SeSwsaes Gorsesates Owmo

(orenryfl@ (SevTHF) allmwsren rreyugag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

OO 8o mITesy Byw, ©C; OZ®r. & Bwsin
R5Y, 96 $eBE)ed BE OnwE @505 YWRWIW BB (0.

@0 D588 ©8S ®wmo

(wrerflg shglrAp Heob)

(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera)

ee® ERBE. O» Do BO @y ewendw, § Cowo
¥ PeWed alsBOIW -8 B8Bewn 050edB- e®DB
@DEIOD WOB Yu® AounEl. 0@ime, 0® ¢dEned 8y
580 BEACO 0O wued wimdih Om Ben. e®m el
e gy 888 0008, & ymnewsy 0@ e®en®
B0, YRow500:d ©O OBIEROA:

"@ Cowd OB ¢B aBworm Wi ewy JODE e QG
@ 5y WS OO By cewd."

e® wmw HOOELT 0® Ded JOOE eder eux VPTed
RYDO 03 e 9fescnd eom M Bum B 00
0w © 0w BeazsTesy.

28 OBCO ewd @8wdd ewd edm OO VB eI
Ry oy @8 DY 0985 ¢¥rn BBwD, @0y
SO OB’ HedE O g9mo 81EED B,



505 2015 aFenday 08 506

Bmyw eem 88m umds BERCD. sy Bw moced god
Ced @b8m ©wDERDWO, ©wWeS wDERDWO, «@IBE
snEm® SQadd dnrw et B¢ ¢88®m oumO® a8 anae
DO Q. 0@ Dhed WOYROEE, 0® DOR® s wOHS
20’ O D108 ©vom B EHD DO HOB ®
ed 88u® 085 a8 w® dmWwmIOEO dfen’. ¥ Syed®
»oww, 0® BHHBHO gog WO1g B8O OF w8 »C
Bg)emo.

owoniid 00 O5IEneA, »OS com Yorr BB
8dRBe B0 0O dvy. LiNB, 0® Bedmy ©® ©®
CACOEO Bovw YBm 0¥y ewinEy, J00 BEw® mdrtesy
MO gn BB NER YO o¢sim  Bowrs 0®»
PBHDIWOD @RI EOBTBY BW(.

153 ©ONO Buwmrdn, ©® B WS Tnw ®15 ¢esO BEDIew
o B, € »08 am® d0H0 0Oy Busiess.
egddLlmiems 01 Bddiswn »w Bemrds. dm v
@508 057, @md B8O B8Eac ydmdce ol edmoenas
B0 @made O ddDiwws Y Bemd. 8
Bomrdo, ¢ud eldWmOene 05 @Dsen By B OO
adWmOem HOBROH, VIRV e1edd O® o® Bwslen’.
RIN® Sev® In BDeD . & Ded® Bwm Do,
BBeB  0cndned®sined Homess o). BBsH
@¢lned®sined O 8w, ecmn On ®oeom an 8w
NEC DD, @8 eDEIED WY Ode mes, & Drddcd
Odde BuEs Besdm @, 00w BBw @fBen odsim
@5)1.

GRownG®) ©O OTEROA, ©® @® mdemws VIO
Bt @88, 8Oy @SB BDwemindw & QYoewsy 9o
BBe® HwdBedl a8 mBYDR of I dw Swin BBEOO
OWOOW BIvN. Bev® @dED ¢Hler @wd DO
BBed8wde Rdy mosims O §debdn D5 Bewo. mHYP
BsId @z emd g8 0dm Onwem o @
3908 @Owmd Yoewsy 9o RI® B8Eae Biwmedl a8
ED0 8ed B53¢w BIesY . Com BOB®IS vrlens,
e8@BLEO vews & 001D 5w 2o®s] D1eh 83wo.
28 dev® mog, 9 & Hw 83ded DI Bedmdiw
Bwo 48 mFson 0y BwB. a8 0 wwewlnw ezngsIzn
Ded®, 80 650 ¢rdBFOBCOSw 9o BHBO B8O
o Bomwes 88 amn®n omoed W e®m¢ SO
e¥Rd? cOm DN Bhed ©wdOypwesl ©n gcevnm, &
BBw omedd ddiww »HYHS BOBID HOOT®OS @l
025905 80 0 8DBsTesy 538 Besn.

NG ©f; OEnOA, 8 ©® eded od
0GOS O »OSTD B8, @¢ ecImw gy 0O8sy
Beamds. acy BB ©®yowwesl ©n d5im 5w ©®
Rt edege 88 8@ ©DEdmws dFm wy 5O
mewmes Onm In0 ogesn yRw-dmoe ©®
Bedywd @ & Ben 0@ ¢f)ed) o 00 el BwEo
O oo 8 BB mEEE YHGITODBD ®o DBTDBN®IC
yBRewoedWO e gm0l BwHIC ¢RIBDIW 3w O®
O WY CEed §@d oY g8 Bwy ®ONC gewe O
eI, Jo Owo BmwE A0HW ¢Omn. B8 euedwE®O
BaDaes OB 13w, S@d Bedm Boc®
©c8ne@sIndEY Db swu®»® gf) »IFOe® »HOY
BBsB 0¢0lnedsind Bedsies’. @@ e wdmEnm
WO V. eCImed ¢ 005 Drhimieny OB®, 5O

DS ne OBm, e0ege 0010 I g BB oddB el
»E 9né.

e Drewesi® @8 S wmEd wme 9gnd. o®
208Ee®5nDO DORO= Beadm o, & D®
@800 0HO Bedn & HedndEO acg af) st o
©@0wW AR GO M EEBD HHBTOWO & wwns OB
BDOBID. Vev® eDHEDO® das oCIPmwm &¢ g SO
O®D. 0® BB wesTny Ay :8Ee®d. ¢zf o® BBy®
8O0 WosTer’ ®8Ee®sIneds’. 8Ee®nD wdOH
w0y BB 8B, w®0n o ¢ gmumy add Bouvens
DO, BB wews’. admieme »Om 380 BGuendBsY
BBw 50 3OE edmrn.

¢ @008 dFws smrvced BB sddB wmed ded®
28800 5nd wdOn WOy BB - 88 s0m 0rnedd,
BBBO@mI0OS; & 8@ITVewsy 0ty B¢ e B BoOm
cd d BBw 3O 008sY Beamn. g¢ yean Didkdsmiannal
CCIM®W Ho BedmrDs. aGs mBeens 085 mHO edHEDO
8 00500, ecImed s8vewmm meens ¥ OTTDewWsY
05 @Bt 8 eODM. ged eGHO® #OBR®I BDD Dred,
g 8300 280 wedy DEImG ©0m e, gud 85F
BBed 0ae® 8 015 DB ¢DmB @ WS WS QBID
8OOSO BT

eCI® 88 ©080me W eCI® WBDE G&Sm
Ced B Bw B wvus v gewss BOND »Bwed
eNG® 0BBr, wver odoE DEImw BILOH, gwwen
ed0E wEme BV adas § yRw-dmoes cOm BB
Bednwd @z, & wews ¢¢f womvesy m™mAD, & adaxs §
eCID®W ¥o Beadm gu® OB WO e¢siesy AY, I
wewo @das § s3Fve mosTery 5B, & wews gdas g
D08 BE&remw Wosiesy myBD, 0Dy @BCEE 2@
WO, 00 OCE WO OO BBV edimy gnd
3OO By, & Beo® a8 0® modens Hwumdl. HEO
s BT0eE qud gwesn W ©8Eed®nd BB
8@ty WOD m); BOPYOOED dgedm . J Bewo
8OC yedrwBsy ¢8 o® maigy S BT dvx.

0® Buds 8Ee®sndd evxm & gddhed, ©®
Be®s w9 855 015 00e0d¢ 89w deed? & o 8N
@D D meg! 9BMIns ¥o® comnBm Drews’ a8
CAC OB DEBID ¢ W HOEB, BBw 8OO OB
> Beadm (ACHDe. & 9D 00 Busimy w@&B8. BB
©8®O® OB D), YOC DRewsy, DY yodrwhss &
DOGROCY dgem 5O, BB sddBed B0 &b wd
eOEDO, BB 8ddBed ©BdcWIde, comnBn Wedyed
0:08RmW B WO ©BIB GO IO HE Creadmdo.

G506 ©O OTEHOB, ¢ ©150 OO end Bwl.
& Ded® 2806008 eolBud. ©»D B8O evfBw edm
@m0 ¢¢ e® ocime gy 8gdm evdBwe guvcld DeWd
OBI® COm Bedmy BDdm BB 8dABOEO 0w B8
e05Im) YOOI 3B Bw »OB, e®ewn® grindcsBm
OWODOEO O5IenT. dend® gurymithdnm dmwmdme & aw
g0 ¢ WO, @8 a¢ PWE» S w@IedND S ¢
W6 OIN & WD O @ 0Pew® BeIHO. @
0OBMBHO god O Ot Beanm By 8O LowEma.
28 g’p Deewsi® & o wnd O By LvssIHd
Drews’ dmwd, auld gnd Beadm J gudhd g oB3®



507 208Ee®xInd 508

[061 D588 ©es586 @wma]

©BeY N W FHwW NBHOEO B YyedawdHsy dmwe
0@ B8 o). OB eDEWD s BHWO BHS OV,
e onBsl Bem O enedd me gies. dmae
e5»0ed8, 0m 0On ©O» o Jend®B. JOOE ©d®»
WEYGIOCO edecsiesy mB0 8y wwewdd yedanwRsy
»Ogn BBOO 0® wonod ¢ud gddd w8 BedxmrDo.

0® eDEIED @ JodsersI® Bwexsimy Vv, B ©©
80® ged 6od geedB®idw 0B WOBID), HO wwewdnw
sg e 00 PD. VY ¢ed Jed blSm wdIAme OB
BOBID, w83Sm Swgwes C OBIB gud ¢ e JOF.
OB Smvw WEYIHOEO eoRgeed vyw. ©® ¢ WO COOE
»OC mePome Bwo D Ged By §1e88mm e dmsew
2:88m adPcumO gy irn. & 000 Arm WEEOD
O gew. Y, & 00D e §ed8m dFur snreced
0:08RDW 9RcNO e BB ¢ . & Beo eCEI®
388w HwidBedd & @88m w-dddmwes ©wdw B Be
DB OBHEDODED amyii8 BB oddB Ded®, & BB
B Om OBV dD@S wsID) T, HOEDE wmed WS VBe®
Do DO gsd Beadmd.

0® Bomds ged »O admoe #OBR® 0® W® ecwr
CONEOT® O MO8 BWEr. @ 9O »D Wi
OB Bw BODO, » Bwed @edNedS Wi
2 ©BOCw Dnewsl B3ed 99 »OB. O ©@eWI®
eR0enn; B8EE BBw B88dc ®@®8s 9wy ewmem.
On®ed emFey Rz B0 Bdm HyOOH. & Bwo
On®ed mced ecim 8@t eDHBWODEO orgesd
B8wO ged qM® eV Ry w®E WO dv)%.
&0 gdas BB 8B Hwdd »eoxIm Vv, deld BB
adRB HwdD D 00 & erpneas nE Bedm
OBEOMOS GO Y PHEE BO®E dver’. qM® wy
gmEs ©®B8wd Bedmrds »HO Ve DOBD® BwOEO ©»
88E8 BwWwdEO evge®sIes V. @ ®Y FWES
B 8w OB S0 evgedsIes.

GRowtnG®) @0 OTHHOA, ©@cod wCedE
2essdeNs 8HeedBmd ded® vmen wewsy O ecwn
o 00 O 00D Bedmdn. glmoen dvwe o
8©m300wied g@imsered eE®mO®DIwW e® vmen e
ew ®1® DEWVSwo - Central Authority - ©Sw0 »H® =6
Beadmd. 8¢ HOE ecemd »D WEI, ¢od 0O Ded CODE
admoem Bedyw sHeEBd Bwr OB B Sew®
ee@B0 Bw O B O nBsy Buemdr 58,
R0 OB eEmORS 0® HHHCD OEEBHD
¢? @0 & 00astRewsy s OROEDE ¢ @D Beadnds.
Bev® OPEHS B O o¥ndd Beadmdi. a8 a»
Bodmryds, BBeD cslery B eCwd®00sT gBwimed
admoen q@mmened 83 30 Blwwem § ©Bwd®
eCE®O®Diwn) @D BN w BwWs O &1 BwsIesy By @
BosTesy 0® Bwuws OO ICRIW HFOBDSwWed &cHed
DO w8 Buwxy IBB. OBeEmO gevsBwide 8EAC
y@DB On eDHD. edHW JOOE "BB IENSw@" Bweo
508 Busiesy. 0® smes wews? gumowd ®Ws® AEWIW
- Central Authority - a8mden Seww ©I0 §g@mBOSwed
3©50:0ed eE®ODCWB. edRECA®CHmLE O DD
OO, 0 Oy @#@BOwed acwen BITOm
WO DO g0 ¢ @dmD evIe Bwm acHem

©0 @B eDm. 8O Dtk guesB e OO BOIBID
0 oxmy 8¢ Bem ydmw 0O @¢@B Omd. ©d;
FOBROB, © ydm»wd & WIRevs’ BERJIS
DCEEBecn DmD. 0® weITVews) ©ng ®ICem
00y 00w ®od Bt B Jo ydmew. gud O Din
OWsEO § emerym 8 S O B ¢? g IEHEO,
BB Bedned Ll YOS B B8O »OB ®
28Be®@sned mG WmOsTes’. quBeBHdwes Y,
Bue 0¢0® 880 dEEDODED vy §, wOn § BEASLsY
58wd »O8 mM mOTes’. O° S BEosTeos? snwi. ©O,
de yhAFdeds mom ewenyw. & DL DDs ¥oFED
WO gO@s § BWBIH s, PWEY, BDBOB qH® Co
©5208e® yBIcE a8 »© SO0 yurd SEm. adWITwmLD
BHEDe0I OB G0 O BBed BEBen ©®wd
@wWINOBID YOOI Bws) e RIed @D
@38 WOZD, OCT FOBROA.

G506 ©0; OEROA, ol H® ® W HOBID
S5%8 48 e 8 BYeead. mS WS Dd edsImS
DCeonB @ BOed. »HP a¢ ©0 wcw I DiBewsy
2 Bedmd. & 0dnedmy EnBosim edml. [
BZOS]

® ®ZOSew
(oressryLil@ 2 mitifleri sp(meur)
(An Hon. Member)

e0m ®»YSS B ©5.

©C O5I8BB 95 Bwmo

(orewryfl@ FhBrAP) He2857T)

(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera)

g Beo »O8 00 dBews’ DD »®d dEd
Bedsies.

GRowN06:e) IR0

(BewevemwGTHRIGL 2 Mmliilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

OO0 OTEROB, ac VIO Bond 20 00z »C
BeadmDo.

®0 D588 ©88S wmo

(wrenrfl@ sy A Heob7T)

(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera)

82598 208? ©200%0® e%icd. B0 mEw Beadmdag?

YRow00:e) O3S0

(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjouiTd6ir)

(The Presiding Member)

D, §B BOCW §DwmE.
Beadmd.

Bznd 21T o» 0D

®0 D588 ©88S wmo

(wrenrfl@ #hglrAp Hz287T)

(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera)

D08 e Bedmdr 5O, e ©On o, e O
YOI DO HOBID HOOBT.

GRowN0:e) IR0

(sewevenwHTHRIGL 2 Mliilesri jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

owed, ¢ gdesl WO®, O OEH®r. [
BEO]



509 2015 aFenday 08 510

©C D588 ws8s Bwmo

(wrenryfl@ #hSlrAn Hea8T)

(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera)

00 dmed Bnews. dmed Bndn §ewd OO »nd SOm
edBewn 00edd. g5t I8 ged 88edn dw gyiern.
28 s8g80 O HOBIEsT BN DDW DS¢H mEr DO,
Bme 01de8 Buces a8 B, dm woum. 80 dewd®
Bestm A8 yadmed s qsd gdas dxfes’ BB
Drewsy SODE gmd 8 180 O8s5T giBed s enDw
50, g8 9ECRTIET ¥ HED BHOEDLBS OB WD
ety CODE ®Vewinw O, Om WEHYIWO DD O
BEHOWO 86 & & 0O» wr¥m . & Bw Ovw
BoOsID), - [ BBOE]| 958 5O Sen® VOGO
BOeD By, O POBROA. ©yd dme B8 4sd e¢m ¢
wvesdos o Yo OFFOSE B e ged
BeedBmide gd® OBTD dmw evm Gw Fuw 86 v
O WE. 00DB BBy weITRewsY Bwe®wxl
28800500 928ury WC Bedm eDEWOD, WO
B 0BT W) EDEOD, OB ecw B 8Eedxned
0oD¢wsd G O 0DEOm O yadRd wmFwvsN
emEEIS g gndn yBdedddm @B OB yOOnI.
ged eahewd ecomym) MBI Seds wd®ns 80 & Bwo ¢
¢sies oy OO0 #OBROB, ®ed ad 8 YB»HWO
RIN®e0sT ¢FDOWGE DEIeBIE D DD G150
OO OTEROA, ©O e® gddnd D &0 o VIO
3BT @D .

GRow006:e) O5IEn®0
(pewevemsTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi j6uideir)
(The Presiding Member)

SnBE.

Be®d MOl 80 endmn OIER.
[a.200. 5.46]

B0 WO IO B0wE™MD Vv (8 @wr o

B8 BIRD Bewdus g@imsn@)

(orenryfl@ &mETTISaT LUTeanTallSTear - ISTENT FeMLIG6T

wHmId o _sresnrm & LNrg) ojemwdei)

(The Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana - Deputy Minister of

Provincial Councils and Local Government)

Y06 ©; OEROA, 2002 gom 25 ¢Om 8083608
0 €OE & e 8PewdBmd Ede® vmn YD,
& omryen) @DeumOR ©8ycBO0 8nD BweLs dmw vy 8
eeonsdes B88u0w gwst BB wews 8Ee@xned
208w 9C 83® wOITVewsY O 8 Bbigwd
BO5TD OO OO ®nID OeE. 60 CeDD
SeBIB0 BBw 8OIBIL 0D YD YD DBewsI® &¢
¢Dw PYo® e® BDced 8 DBYO® w meg ol edWom
8dRBO goed odBw oren 08, S 9mn® woede
8000 Y@ eDH. OO B0 W0 Beznwm O5IGH®s,
& Ded® god oo @8 8. eveldh Bewlds ¢ @Bn®ied
PECo Bu@ @¢rn® On oy J 8o »oig aens’® 8
O WOTHO Ay RO O meg 9® Dicos
WO€n BEsG.

@08 D1¢o YRREOWE 0® ed Beadmds; ecimeds
Beadmrydn. & »08 gBed 50 gBed B0 oy
eDmD) Bws mcese - Justice delayed is justice denied -
Bom Om. ¢ 00 O@yd & ond owd O5ImO

DB DTesy Wi BSTIDHC BYerdBmd EHo
OO @y S0 BwewdBm® 9EE 830 Bem
00 9m® DB wHom gdOmOMOECD CHWedD
50N 0® cOEOE Comed Beamyds. 00 daewsy ¢8
208 HsInc DORO 9dd MSBIHO Wwed8, 88 timusInd
BEBROEO amymcd @m»Ogn BB v Hwpome,
ed8mO0 v0wd @80 eddsT Beam DEO® ®d;
BT HOBY® evrny 0® Bwud®w HHs ermdeBsI®
2ol J00, ecImwOy Do edmd Bwecy 9O YRHI®
ey mOBID W OBEB.

GeowonGied @0 OEROA, o® BEACO ™
@O WEE IWer SHBTed w-dimw B85 ym@wd
o5 ®OY 9RO Do ewn ©0 HwHPew. » HOB
"Handbook on Criminal Justice Responses to Terrorism"
Bem owmm. 08 mBed Hpumsde ¢dy 00 OEndx
@® 00 ©ed 838 O @ g® BRY DM, ©® Buvw
©8@ITVews god mEswd® 83m deduwrn OB ®
(20008w) SOy SPOCTD OBR®. OO OB
00w Drnewsy © 0®® mcen BEICD weHsy
oI5 ®. @® Mutual Legal Assistance - MLA- Bo» S
0@ Vewsy ged o0 9m® evig Sedwvrrwssy 83m
e0Om god EEeOSIND DB Buwdwr wd®n »J
B3O 9500 D1¢o @D 0.

330 @® Ded odDE gdas Dr¥esy 8 Bws) WCEnn
sy @8 e ACTHO . Yo dmw Bwo DB
@008, gn 08 Dt 0® ed GOHOOED SgedsTH
Ry CWD HOB q¢ mEOH OB WOTIEnT. YLD ST
o 00 eugoddsIm m@B8. 0® gdaumd evdBw
DRe’s Beam eDOD, ¢8 »d cOOE dFm @® Diedd
BOPOOEO dgedrTey vy By mCHE GODCwH®D
WOBTIHO 5. BEPeDT® oFers) eCImed ¥® MmO
SBm @208 - National Authorities - ©0Bmer. »@xed
GFBe  o8cBe® HwOBwd 0® wed Livssind
8ewd B0 GeadRDEO DoE Drews’ gd@s ©DEd
Beadmdr. & D10d® 0cdnD ofems 88 gemw s end
»®& transnational offences. & Buxles? dvusing
2000 Yowddmwd 0B85 ewmednm O1de O IBIHO
B eO»D. eCEI®B ¥Hh® & ed Dde OB edmd. ©O
@ud O WY OFOG o BB 010w0 988us meo. ©®
ome ©0e08 Ow RBoezesy. We witness that
transnational offences are increasing now.

Sg® mdemw nOB, D14.8 wdm gwed mobility d=m 018
80. SemERs’ Om MW 050edB @rIeny. g¢ O W,
@90 OB O W Drews! HO8 JemEcs gstesy. I
Ben SemnEes? e 053 ©38 ¢@6i&8. & gwed mobility
Om OBedDE Beanmd. & DHed® BexeOm S@ends,
Deemed 2yemdy dWm 0® gutdWGONT »Oed
383000 ®OYNOEO mvenw O& Daewsy @wits OBIHs.
ged SO oD ecimed JODEDE gy O @B
DR Bedmrd, eI COmC O 9 Bed® BAOEO -
mutual legal assistance @@ - 8= ©¢5 GENdwd »HOsTed
BB uddBe 088yen mC oB.

3005 Dnews’ ©® o® mdwmes Bestm vy ®
Ded oddE oI HusInd Ou® eewIPw PRBE
C & Beam. & Dred® dfer Bsied w-dimw gnd
BssInd DOROOEST 88 180 BSHDr. @@ o O18YJ



511 208Ee®xInd 512

[0S mCremcsis soendm @wnmn]

38 » WO @D@s e BedmHDr. e@ime, ©® Bdicw
§E» DRerr’® ew@ o0 Bleed god od@v admies
8dRBed Beanm ¢SOEm o 8ewsy HOTHEB. & mdenws
®n ®»I® gnedd gud 085 @iy Died 8 ¢ gfeny
O5¥ery BwEr 0 eveE ACY. dmw o o
e5»0ed8 28 mO wme gren. vy e ©w v ¢dd »wEBY
@® Jed BYay odamEs DDdEe ®m Hoed o@imdae?
e® Ced Ale HB® VD odaEHXLTI, dYsIed
©WDBWsT ©E0 W0, BB WS, O 83 @S
oo Bien e B BOedD »nde? qed deodwn
OB ©ww 00D ewiws glmBe e® weITVewsy
@ BOeD? 0® owIcWmO® owiws OO0 ¢8O &
CODEDESY DmE wwewdnws ades @D Beadmdr. &80
SoesInd  wwecd@mds  g¢dasd. gFBc o8cBe®
Bw0dEwO gud & SOOE 411857 gernsims wnewdBmdrt
C 8w YO Bedmdo.

e ©0xVews oy dend®d. Osim OTHO
DOm0 & @D Beadmd. ged bl Sn®dEm
OTEn® g ®E Ded dmed edamEs ¢dSmw 8
N8 gmnded 988 88 « oB8x, @8 emBnm
200l e, OO enodne OB BwrOm
eOm. OInd Yyg ofe @der o #B ®S 9O
BOITVEBE YR WE). PTeHTO 0@ wdITTVewsy
ged 00l Bedm cmBID, Bm®, gdeTRW ©wY emSHT
©8@mded dmE ¢lD Beadmbr. Omed @88m @
0130 @B @D B OV 8w Ym® DEIO e &¢
e®d I 91008 Bwer ©0 Bddis WOsT® W VeV
oo edlery mnwi. Smed @Bwie e¥IsE NSO
Bev® O eDEI DY 88 IR Ao, & 00 0@ Ded
cws s dFme 988wl wrlery BwEr. @@ e
COBO aNOOD® WED qod 0O wd» edBBn 8on
808 00w ©Ow0 qud 28z 2no® e® Cisnwes Ot
Oe¢T) WO B¢ 00E Bedmrd. & OO D50 Did
©0 ©®BTDm, o BOVe® we®IBTADI, D103
©BOITBN, wWotdaBm OB D& O e ¢8O e®
Ded BB BBOCH edanmod O5in O5imy O @edE
Beadnd.

Condenes mOWd oenis o® o®ewin O 8O
CBB 0O PHSID O HBHBE Yrwmwe emed,
NCCOTD @8 yeldndEe B »omd. Y »OsTed
D1023082 WOYHOE Beemdr. VYT 3:010mB5T 0w
ged 000 yI8C Y 95imHdh. ©® 808 O» IFHYS Yyeodrw
OB g0 M0 YedrdE 8D 8o wddmed »OWGOsY
360 D& WOTesy 0® guld. 0® v e®en® DR WO
RYed eHHOB CERHD Hed® VYTTersy ernewnt
20008 B8@0 HwdsS 8D Omdn. & Ded® god
00l Bme y@imw 882 mO@n ewo - D1dm ©n-
@eMORO, wodwadm 8 WOGHOEO - BHo® Smwd
@, OB OB ® Gswes e and Bedm
0@ITTUD & Omn. ©® COOE e¢w® dwn O
@BBe 58cB002 nOed wds PG, I Osi®, &
Ded® gornsdzs comd WS OBO  wew 0® Ded
88x®0CE0 9¢B® 9m0® mMeCEIdnB B OO Sufdiws
DOB.

@0 OIc88 0¥dd OEn® Yywr ®E), OO
DEBw ®PITVewsy. @ By »OED o®mm B8

DCNBw » SO WOYH WIBTery lWien GOIBB RS
eC®O. Y I8 BB 8OITVewsy ¢ BSevw
@B eWmBN e0edB. e® D@ WMOWYSTDH OB
BBe® BB On® @dd Wmosier’. »EOW o0
RBBsBOc@wmed ®»OYen Died »OGHE 508 d9® 9dd
BOsIesl. gdwiy Drews’ ¢dmie sdvceme »e8 &
»Ogsn 8¢ gBBw 9d0 odsles’. 8 cvwmd Om»
RO O1BDEF woerddDw V€ AC VBIO ©® Ced
o8 08Dl EDBHTOG VYT WO D WD REel,
wstebnas ned 908® IEBw 8 @m® FDBHO
®O@R OB BwEs ¢ud dddiwwem Bedmio.

gemym, 0®® ©awewd (0O HuusInd mEed D@
OGBS Beo SO 953 eBWO e POBDSWO ewd edm
OBOcewend aldmien a@imoened eEHmODIWD B
B gmnced ACHOF O yoosl 008 ¢ Bwo &
Botesy . emew® Heurw ¢@mun®ed 88nd;
D0edd & 0astdewsy oo O5IEn®0 8Encxw o
@c8.

2002 2 @8 ©8B00sined H3ed mwi. »gs, o®
DOGED O @O B O BLR 0O B
B @ B>, 00 Ded HhossImd @wneniBmo
B8390c0 O Bed®n ged 00 Bue REBwE edfur O
gm0, eCImed SmsInd slwed DOBO wYwen o’
»3WO ged O emIR) BHEWD IO 0® WO|ey WSO
Ry Omn. 0® WOYEH wOITVews? ged gldwien
$OBR®O e 2853, & wewr @des @WBwe, eedde
OO EEddr Bwo &N WSBsY Bod 0D gdesy
DO, @0eWI® SHBE.

[e.%0. 5.58]

@S (99028w) Bw®uB Bndstsy Swm

(oresrfl@ (S0THF) wibg) allérwrgeor)

(The Hon. (DR) Jayampathy Wickramaratne)
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@ By 88, I have been a consultant to the UN Office on
Drugs and Crime for three years and I have some experience
in this regard.
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I may be permitted to speak in English because of the
necessity to use technical terms.

Mr. Presiding Member, Treaties on Mutual Legal
Assistance facilitate the obtaining of evidence. For
example, they facilitate the obtaining of evidence abroad
in a manner that is admissible domestically. Summoning
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of witnesses; locating persons; producing documents and
other evidence; issuing warrants which may have to be
executed for example in China; exchange of information;
police to police relationships and judicial assistance and
resolving complications between countries with different
legal traditions are facilitated under this. Sri Lanka and
China have completely different legal traditions and that
is why we need treaties of this kind.

Also, Mutual Legal Assistance is afforded for the
taking of evidence or statements. Sometimes, the crime
may have been committed in Sri Lanka, but the witness
may have gone to China. So, how do you take evidence or
statements in China? This type of MLA -Mutual Legal
Assistance- provides for such recording of evidence. For
service of judicial documents, documents have to be
served on witnesses. We cannot do it ourselves. So, we
need the assistance of the other country concerned.
Searches, seizures, freezing of bank accounts abroad,
examination of objects, sites, providing information,
evidentiary items and expert evaluation come into play
and that is why we need MLA Treaties like the one that
we are approving. Sometimes, the originals or copies of
bank documents or records are not here which are
necessary for the prosecution and they may be available,
for example, in a Government Department in China, in a
bank or a business. The MLA would provide us the
opportunity of obtaining such evidence through
cooperation.

The MLA also is afforded for identifying and tracing
proceeds of crimes. Sometimes, the crime is committed
here but the proceeds of the crime are taken abroad and
may be stored, for example, in some place in China or any
other country. So, we need to get evidence of the
proceeds of the crime.

This is also facilitating for voluntary appearance of
persons in the requesting party. The domestic laws may
have to be amended to afford MLA because there is also
the issue of dual-criminality. For MLA to operate, the
offence or the act concerned must be a criminal offence
both in the requesting country and the requested country.
Sometimes, it may not be so. When you have an MLA,
that also helps us to improve our laws. We may find a
particular act an offence in China, but not an offence here.
Therefore, we may be able to improve our laws also as a
consequence.

Next is voluntary sharing of information. That is very
important and the issue of -
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(The Presiding Member)
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Whereupon THE HON. LUCKY JAYAWARDANA left the Chair,
and MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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(The Hon. (DR) Jayampathy Wickramaratne)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I was on some of the legal
issues that arise out of MLA. Sometimes, it is necessary
for Sri Lanka to transfer a person detained in China or
imprisoned in China to identify or to give evidence in this
country. Both parties would agree ordinarily to assist the
other. The other country would assist to bring the witness
concerned to Sri Lanka. He would be kept in custody of
the requesting party and then we have to return him or her
to the requested country without delay. That will also be
possible with Mutual Legal Assistance.

I do not want to go through the procedure involved. |
only want to emphasize that a request for mutual legal
assistance shall be executed in accordance with domestic
law of the requested State and where possible in
accordance with procedures specified in the request.

Mutual Legal Assistance can be refused in certain
cases. These are all laid down in the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe - Minister of Justice
and Buddhasasana)
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& e@axIDewsy, ®d; Bewdss mznwemn®A, | would
like to explain. Sri Lanka being a dualist country, we are
abided by certain conventions of the Commonwealth - eeog
Coess PeRRNCEeE g Iy Yy wONC OFHLT Berdmd.
One such convention is the Harare Declaration. In terms of
the Harare Declaration, the "Central Authority" is defined as
"either the Attorney-General or the Secretary to the Ministry
of Justice". There are certain countries like Canada and
Myanmar, where the Attorney-General himself is the
Minister of Justice. In such countries, the "Central
Authority" is the Attorney-General. In other countries, it has
been interpreted as the Secretary to the Ministry of Justice.
Since we are a party to the Harare Declaration and a member
country of the Commonwealth, when we enacted this Bill as
far back in 2002, they had followed the same procedure. In
relation to China and all other countries which are not
members of the Commonwealth, we have followed this
system and so far, there has not been any issue with regard to
the independence and the impartiality of the Secretary to the
Ministry of Justice on any matter relating to this area. &
am0, & LHmssInd 8®yoweesiO enREOB e®w »H® WO
Bearies? Bwo @0 O3F0 OO wensy mOsIm @188.

In addition to that, 1 must also say that Sri Lanka is a
dualist country. When becoming a party to an
international convention, just because you are a member,
you are not bound to follow it immediately or it does not
come into operation soon after it is signed. For that
purpose, you have to first ratify it: you have to bring a
Bill before the local Legislature and get it passed.
Therefore, Sri Lanka being a dualist country, we have
always followed that system without any obstacle and
have had a smooth functioning.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

“That the Parliament do now adjourn.”
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It being 7.30 p.m., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until 1.30 p.m. on Friday, 09th October,
2015.
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