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ask the Minister of Health and Indigenous Medicine:
(@  Will he state -

(i) the educational qualifications of the
incumbent Commissioner of Ayurveda;

(i) the qualifications of the said officer
pertaining to Ayurveda medicine; and

(iiif)  the highest professional position that can be
reached by an Ayurveda graduate within the
Ministry of Health and Indigenous
Medicine?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(@) @erCmed, syesr?

asked the Minister of Urban Development, Water
Supply and Drainage:

@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House -

(i)

(i)

(iii)

whether he is aware that a sum of Rs. 65
million had been allocated by the then
Ministry of Economic Development for the
construction of the first phase of Hanwella
weekly fair in Seethawaka Pradeshiya
Sabha area;

of the date on which the construction work
of the aforesaid project, which is
implemented by the Urban Development
Authority, will be completed; and

whether necessary steps will be taken to
acquire the adjoining plot of land that has
been identified for the construction of the
second phase of the aforesaid weekly fair
as per Hanwella Town Development Plan
designed by the Urban Development
Authority?

Will he also inform this House -

()

(i)

whether the Urban Development Authority
has prepared a new development plan for
the bus-stand and the related land that are
situated in the centre of Hanwella town;
and

if so, whether that new development plan
will be implemented?

If not, why?
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MAHAHENA/MADIGEWATTA LAND IN MATARA DISTRICT :
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asked the Minister of Lands:
(@  Will he state -

(i) whether the Mahahena/Madigewatta land
situated in Nadugala Grama Niladhari
Division of the Thihagoda Divisional

Secretary's Division of Matara District has
been acquired by the Government;

(i)  if so, the date on which the said acquisition
has been done;

(iii) the purpose for which the aforesaid land
has been acquired;

(iv) the extent of the land so acquired;

(v) whether compensation regarding the
acquisition of the land has been paid to Mr.
Jinadasa Kumanayake, the legal owner of
the aforesaid land; and

(vi) if not so, the reasons for it?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs:

(@ Is he aware that Nuwan Jayalath Samarasekara of
Meepe, Katukurunda, Habaraduwa, Chathuranga
Welikumbura of "Jayarathna", Soramune,
Haldummulla and W. Piyum Chinthaka
Kularathna of No. 93A25, 2" Lane,
Bandaranayakapura, Indigolla, Gampaha were
taken into custody in Iran on March 2013 and that
they have been kept imprisoned in the aforesaid
country for over a year now?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) the reason behind the imprisonment of the
aforementioned persons; and

(i) the steps that have been taken to get them
returned to Sri Lanka?

(c)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether it is possible for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to intervene in the matter of
getting them back to the country given that
the aforesaid three persons have been fined
with 5,000,000 Iran Riyals and
10,490,834,000 Iran Riyals and two year
imprisonment for committing the offenses
of entering Iran in violation of the country’s
laws and theft of goods as per the letter of
the Assistant Director (Consular) of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs bearing
reference FA/cons/cs/iran/13/02;

(if) if not, of the steps that can be taken with
regard to the aforesaid matter?

(d) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(@ Isheaware that -

(i) agrochemicals are not needed for cultivating
indigenous varieties of paddy that have
been in existence since ancient times; and

(i) cultivating such old indigenous varieties of
paddy needs a minimal amount of water
and causes minimum damage to man and
nature?

(b)  Will he inform this House of -

(i) the number of old varieties of paddy
identified, which were used in Sri Lanka, by
now;
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(if)  the names of such varieties of paddy;

(iii) the names of old varieties of paddy
cultivated at present; and

(iv) the reasons for not cultivating the other old
varieties of paddy?

(c) Willhealso inform the House -
(i) the extent of paddy lands that are cultivated
with old varieties of paddy as seed paddy
by 2014;
(ii) whether steps have been taken to promote

these varieties as seed paddy throughout Sri
Lanka; and

(iii)  if so, what those steps are?
(d) If not why?
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asked the Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Development:

@)

(b)

©

(d)

Is he aware that the Government has lost the
actual income it could have earned as a result of
awarding, for a very low tender, the cafeteria
located at the Cod Bay Fishery Harbour, which
has potential to bring in a huge income?

Will he inform this House of -

(i) the name, address and telephone number of
the person who has been awarded the
tender to run the said cafeteria;

(i)  the reason for reducing the monthly rent of
that cafeteria up to Rs. 10,000 through the
agreement between the recipient of that
tender and Ceylon Fishery Harbours
Corporation signed on 05.03.2015; and

(iii) the reason for acting in the aforesaid

manner causing a huge loss to the

Government, despite the alleged continuous

default of payment of the due taxes in the

past by the said recipient of that tender?

Will he state -

(i) the reason for not calling for bids for the
said cafeteria;

(i)  whether calling for bids in that respect would be

done in future; and
(iii)  if so, the date on which it would be done?
If not, why?
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera - Minister of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources Development)
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asked the Minister of Housing and Samurdhi:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that despite the action
taken to provide capital items within the
due tender procedure for the projects
implemented for livelihood upliftment of
low-income earners under Divi Neguma
Development Project in 2014, the suppliers
of those goods have not been paid up to
now;

(if)  of the reasons for the delay in making those
payments; and

(iii)  of the date on which those payments would
be made?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(20) @erGmev, eretr?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Policy

Planning, Economic Affairs, Child, Youth and Cultural
Affairs:

(@  Will he inform the House -

(i) the names of the financial institutions
recognized by the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka, which provide security locker
service to customers;

(if)  whether financial institutions are required to
obtain permission from the Central Bank of
Sri Lanka to run the security locker service;
and

(iii)  if so, what qualifications need to be fulfilled
by a financial institution in order to obtain
such permission?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) the responsibilities of the institutions which
provide security locker service; and

(if) the legal action that can be taken against a
financial institution with regard to
misplacing contents that have been
deposited in a security locker run by them?

(c) Isheaware that -

(i) proper security is not available for the
security locker service of certain financial
institutions;

(i)  such financial institutions do not take proper
measures with regard to misplacement of
valuables from their safe vaults; and

(iii) as a result, valuables of their clients are at
risk?
(d)  Will he also state -

(i) whether the Government will intervene to
formalize the security locker service; and

(i)  if so, from which date?

(e) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva - Deputy Minister of Policy
Planning, Economic Affairs, Child, Youth and Cultural
Affairs)
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@)CmeD, ereiT?

asked the Minister of Housing and Samurdhi:

@)

Is he aware that -

(i)

Mr. U. Anura S. Weerarathne (Sri Lanka
Planning Service 1) has been appointed to
the post of Director of Divi Neguma of the

(b)

©

(d)

(i)

338

District of Trincomalee by letter number
DODD/HO/2/Admin/Appointments  dated
05.02.2015 issued by the Director General
of Divi Neguma Development Department;
and

the said person has been subsequently
reappointed to the post of Director
(Community-based Originations) of the
head office of the said department by
letter number DODD/HO/2/Admin/
Appointments dated 19.02.2015 issued by
the Director (Administration) of the Divi
Neguma Development Department,
making an amendment to the initial
appointment?

Will he state -

(i)

(ii)
(iii)

whether any political intervention has been
made by the District Secretary of
Trincomalee and by a Minister not relevant
to the scope of Samurdhi, pertaining to not
giving the post mentioned in (a) (i) to Mr.
Weerarathne;

whether political intervention is accepted, if
such has really occurred; and

whether Samurdhi-related activities have
been assigned to the Minister of Lands in
the District of Trincomalee?

Will he inform this House whether action will be
taken to appoint Mr. U. Anura S. Weerarathne to
the post of Director of Divi Neguma of District of
Trincomalee?

If not, why?

@G 888 a8 B1d8sT Owm
(wrenryLll@ i 960 Aapriider)
(The Hon. Ameer Ali Shihabdeen)

ole7d

Bowdss m»Onemn®8, B ®o

©®add

2@ ® 0OMeDET @ O® ydmwed B8EnC wwien*

DO .

* eswedasn O@» 32 g¢ 8E»0:
* FLTLS_ G360 sweudsLii L aflswr
* Answer tabled:

(@)

(g0)

@

(ih)

@

20 @® @b ©¢bnedsined gluu
sncGed g DODD/HO/02/Admin/ss B8 ©o
2015.02.05 8xvB BBw ©8sY @. gmd O, BSSm
Qumn (§ Cowr BO wdsies eefded 1) Hnem®cas
235 88 5@ eisEe mHHRCO v B @2,

RD. @ gm0 . BOoDy Pwmo @eg CaETIS ®Is
OO wew B 80 OB v 8O BEIG 0 0¢ wwrn
O OB IO Grmennd®cw dn e Fm®Ddwo
B8sY et B 3B OO o B gdgen WS D
QO 0505 ©¢dned®sned Y Bwced
3B (525 Y e080) HZRCO &1 WS .

g o 89 ©dasIRews’ ®OEmB nIF WS &
B @B 0 Pe®cs dFs oFm®Ddwr 88T €5
QO 080 eclined®sined gluwy EHGE
@B 530 OB @D,



339 28Ee®sInd 340

[06 288 a8 BwrdesI @wvmo]

(i)  a5®»® e5DSS.

(i) vod =000x B »C enOw. ek §O¢ «@®
edhment ne 83 ©d e@wsdosy B85 ace
Bewwesy BEDCD owit B0 B¢ mSE.

() PBmedcw 8fs 80 o3P glswls »HRC wews 9ededd
83583 BB wn BT v BEOD mOGH WSS.

(@) @ a0 o8 BSCm vmn @® O 80 80 QR wDELD
©¢28me05Ined g mabuiced ¢iums (g E wodds))
©C® G1tsmI8 WOGD I NDB.

80 3080 gBmBed ekddmwus’ : 8 we
2®xn

af gl gLlall(hdhH o FlsTr Fewu 2arfluiiser :
I FlsNssliul L Csr®BLiLIeTe 6T
EMPLOYEES OF ROAD DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY :
INCREASED ALLOWANCES

6083/°15

9. g Bedes WISBwde Pwm (05 S. 3. Iwmenem
®m eOMOD)
(orewryll@  slevey  srevedliisgs -
THSBTWES FITUTE)
(The Hon. Tissa Karalliyadde on behalf of the Hon. T.B.
Ekanayake)
@86 o @ewdds yOERD eLiRIensy
y@me - (1):

@ @0

wrewrdlg M. Ul

@8® @080 glmBed ewdmBsET wews
2015 anci gw Drews? O& e 20z Cao &
@208 O ¢lenie;

(i) 2® B88ewd B 00 E @222 oy
»oede;

@535 D@ @OV 6w ¢BIOBTemYBEE?
(a0) o0 oL 5O, & Oxc?

QBB EpFTMVSEET, WPHTL B ems@Gaillil ewwdFenrd
GaLL aflesrm:

(o)) off  ouiaimsd  glsrr
oo fliirseEns@ 2015 @lewL_sasmew surey GlFavey
A 1L_sHer eLpeOLD
OELCININE OIES
CUDHMISEST(HEHBLILIL aflsVsnsv
GWUTTT 6THTLIENSU|LD;

FewLiuilest
AT NN

6TGITLIEN S

(i) GCupuy eamflursense @)s6sTHLiLssTa ST
QULPBISLILIL_TEDLOGHETEIT  SHTTETHISET  UITEN6U
6TEITLIENS 1| 1D;

Sjeui @)FFewLiuflsd Plaliiumryr?
(=1) @sirGmed, ersir?
asked the Minister of Highways and Investment
Promotion:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that the employees of
the Road Development Authority have not

received the allowances that were increased
by the Interim Budget for the year 2015;
and

(i) the reasons for not giving the aforesaid
allowances to those employees?

(b)  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne - Deputy Minister of

Highways and Investment Promotion)
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the Minister

of Plantation Infrastructure

Is he aware that -

(i)

(ii)

the people living in the Hulandawa Estate in
Akuressa in the District of Matara do not
even have minimum basic facilities; and

therefore, these face

hardships?

people severe

Will he inform this House -

(i) whether steps will be taken to improve the
requirement of drinking water, roads,
housing and health facilities of the people
living in the Hulandawa Estate;

(i)  if so, how;

(iii) of the date on which such steps will be
taken; and

(iv) of the amount of money expected to be
spent for that?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Housing and Samurdhi:

@)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

the manner in which action will be taken to
get labour contribution to the development
projects of the year 2015 coming under the
“One Activity for One Village” Programme
as per the recommendation for getting 25
per cent of the labour contribution needed
for them;

whether a system will be proposed to
provide the initial expenditure needed for
the aforesaid project;

if there are projects for which the 25 per
cent of labour contribution cannot be
obtained, the manner in which such
projects will be implemented; and

whether action can be taken to reduce the
labour contribution upto 5 per cent on such
occasions?

If not, why?

@S @88 @8 Bwd8sY ®wmo
(omessryLll@ BT 68 Aammriidsir)
(The Hon. Ameer Ali Shihabdeen)

@61

Bowdss m»Onemn®B, B  ®o

©©add

2@ edMedsT © O® ydmwed BENC wwienn*

DHOB0.

* eswedasn O@» 3 g¢ 8E»0:
* FUTLS_ G360 sweudsLii L aflswr
* Answer tabled:

(@)

(g0)

@

(i)
(iii)

(iv)

YR YO wden v 88, oy B, WCt B¢
BB, 0 8 yowms BB, emsIHO BB
252008 DO OB Bomdm® O8zY B me wide.

DO DFHF GO ¢ q1Edne®@Inedsy 25% qddends
@200 gDEOCE E@s 0vd D18 WHBOB
G 8w Wy,

®0.
qog Ovwed HwosOw BB ewewo 25% @@

QO P OBOD emB adEdcEe sun
DD INOOD® BE VB®.

(@) OwaB Buudom guunmied dmYmOS OB
IDe0®sIned DB Buwws? ey yhded
@®s, O 085 ewd Yeudw Duews’ Ed

G)(ﬁ%@.

b)) 98 DY G @l 0@
0@ woTmens’ 0 085 ewd Yeuds
@C® HWHB O 2 8O,

) ed» (@ (h)gnedne me omwHd

30EGDEE gesd 8T Sgw YYD Ao &Y
D0 @mIce v Bwrs©m BBE.

@D,

@6 ©20e.

Bendss 50965

(LNrgld suThTET j6euiss)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Bewd, s Bewdw 23 (2) wden gwny) CAID y&E»®,
@0 DBRE odimsic Qwmn - @28t BB wews 518

5.



345 2015 &8 25 346

BOy 853038800 w0 BB swem® Eab
20 : @90 s®ed YRw
(LpSITEITT6IT QEUTTHI LIl &I suFSlBemart
CQUHMIGOET(HSBH6V : LITHLD HeWLOFFTH)
D)

GRANT OF DUE FACILITIES TO FORMER
PRESIDENT: STATEMENT BY PRIME MINISTER

©6; 6B E Sn@8ow Owm (G n®) Y yReTA

8®em, 88 WOGD, €O, HOE W WodWaB

DOEH ¢Prm1n®0)

(wreryflg  renfley  aflsSlrwdms - Ursw ewwdsFmHn

Q& meiTemns 2 (HouTdhHD, CUITHTTSTT HsVIeusDSHsT, FAmisur,

@)ewarEhi LHMILD HOTFTT HIEPIGUEIS6T HEWLOFF(HLD)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe - Prime Minister, Minister

of Policy Planning, Economic Affairs, Child, Youth and

Cultural Affairs)

@0 Bewdds mOnemn®B, B8Oy &5ndus sl
Coesesrte OBAN®O s ¢ BovHHC aBBBHO o
®0 Cos¥d DD OIGnE Sod s ds Bewlwn 23(2)
wOen yidmrws 9e8us O Beamn. 9O yadme wews OO
8EnG12®0 ooty 005 .

@0 Bewdds »Omnemn®s, 08 sgfedsi® Bow
O BOBIHO @BB. On®0 BE Boww Cad8®0 ¢
28 ®»O@gn WO eom @md. OFOsT “xNdsd eBns
ee®fwme 8Zewm OB emyed ©“mdsd ©sIede
0D B eNORO0 Boews WS B end, Oy Sr50nlesB
8.8. Sodnen Dnm 6880 83 eme® 8180 wed gom 61
05y B0 DFO5T Br0nIeBn@ied 88-Ow wewr e OEw
D085 vOB. a8 Ieeditn Hood “5nduBn®r ©18d
2000 Bw® ¢y Sed® Do Bedm Bow BOy
E0nBeB 085l Gele B0 eetm8. & »OgH
8BcDO® 908 B Somd »O, OO edm BOwx
88w @¢BIHO ¢l yOOsT. 0® Bow 01 D B»E Bewod
® & 0> BDeD. dov® IO 0dmn Bdw end EHod
@¢BID) YOO, e@Ee WOBID BBy BwEo ¢ed BwsIm.

1986 @om 4 ¢O Br0BeBOieTed GO smn ¢m)D
@ gozm 503/2005/63 @8 gom ¢ovy eddhnlmien gog®snm
0®sTVewsy I ¢ admiem Bomw amd GOy
S503B0CeenO B8O aFert Be Bdw ocwms,
oTem B O 8068, m»HPy Ozl cdeds
B85088BR®0, D5Iem0 BOI0H® BNIBeBOTwos O
D80 @O @8 wew 8 Beadnmd. dedvews®
OBsTe ey BNIBR@0 emBBews’y 105 ecemzl
CD 8 Beanmdn. dm»d ASPe 5 oo guimdn.
goms weddy 0 Busim »oosy. Cley ecfoms
9530, [P w5 ecomn oumen. Sl @0 ecomz
3. WSl ofemm&. Sergeantee 228. & 88ed
D ROBO 9EImD. & IF®O @ »PedET BEP8sT 14
ecomyd oBimh. gemyw BEOCO B8 gy ocoms
93>0, & DeBNB® ©0D gxfert »EHEDJowm. &
0®TTVewsy nO Y@ BedmrDs O §uO-

@G g0 SN O™
(omesrLyfl@ SBIT SlewTHTILds)
(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
298 »PedsT YOS v dc?

@0 6B E Sn®8ow Dwmo

(omesrLyfl@ rewilsL allsHrvdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

®0 CIRT e0nGDcE Beasiesy armed forces BwE.
85I {D © D Bewo IO 538 N O e .

O @70 Besarnwm OB

(omesorLyfl@ SmIT SlewTHTIdss)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

Rn®ed 8Enedd BDed @e v cd Bw.

@6 OB E Bn@8ow dnmo
(omesrLyifl@ rewils allsalrwdnigs)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
©@e0x5I®).

Bewdss 026 n®)

(Nrdlé FuTHTWST Sj6uTsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

OO @@ BERS e¢sis.

@6 OB E Bn®8ow Oz

(omesrLyfl@ rewils allsalrwdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

®0 283 Bedmy omRGOE Bedsies! wxBmER
©80dEsT 104eemB Buer. 0 508m v gnes
@O .

@0 Bes¥d endids Swm
(rewrll@ FHCesreay @ 6wrouTSHenr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Only Police and army.

@6 OB E Bn®8ow dnmo

(omesrLyfl@ rewils allsalrwdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

No, no, | am saying armed forces.- [Interruption.] |

am not mentioning any names. Do not worry. What | have
given here is armed forces. It is generally army. | can
check. @® @390 & 01 ewIEs aR® ecsTHO.

e5IBdR HG BOD® e W PO @OmD. WY
REHTO B ¢, @D VDS ©wR@:mEe 9mesy
BosIm @ cfery o 0mew® Heum, & B8w@d
G080 C 80 BedmDr. 88 In®ied go®d wewo
@) »Hwed Dwm eOMO A & Beamds. gl
©8eedsY 0@fO8 88mE oW, WY I, C1I0 Wasd
o, Beostdl now, OIE @ oiww, 80 d
e, 9B woow, 8 et CH S Beamd.
eB8ewsy G & Bedn Divm y@ime ACE, DO @l
50 9 O 0wl P O W3 E @I YOOBT B
®® BOD.

@0 Bes¥d endidm Swmo

(rewrll@ FHCesrey @ 6wrouTSHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

& qwd Grsm08 WO Doy . & 9CE® s
3®mnsenw 0dn 9e8un MO Bedsrd.



347 28Ee®sInd 348

©S 6B S Sn®8ew Owmo

(oreirLyfl@ rewfilsL ailsalrvdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

0EuEsBAn® w0y e® v D WE. v O &8
8508889 IFHE O WOFTHO. »O It dwE ewd
P O OB §B® Drews’ YOO WO Bedsies’y. &
O @80 DR BBW BB W MO Bedmo.

g Ded® easld o0 etwE cH & Beamin.
aBgpofem 0dsid doww @ & Bedmd. In »OB
Com0ed Beds) e¥e® eantE dow. 80 D ewic I
. I On® gdensy Bwi. & Ded®, IOOVIED EJ
O Bedmrdr. Im elaom8n oW, BS5&8B®0
Bearlerdsy 80 D& sdem I ©O Bedsiesy SO Db
sden S0 Ood WS DWWHOEO 0O vy B®
NOC D oB. [ BRIOS] I »O8 ©©® Bm»O
@D, 96 BOE Ood w8 e wrmo.

a8 In®0 oy VIE W@ JOws 8z Bedmo.
C1INeSIDE BeosTRE Hibd 00 88 cVwx 2@ Beamo.
©@0ewdr I mand 88 coww 2 Beamn.
aBq0w8n edxved mdw wews el @08 7508 e
@, HBE Dovm e wew HuE 08 600 8= 808
12008 @20 e¢ddn. & Bewo 20 Bedmdis Bwec ©©
BmsTesy Bywr.

50 @@m00, HS 5030 8 Sedmfesy dd of wiiy
Beadmdr. WP 200 d8ved ©wbd odd Bedzmdlr 8z
Bedobd Bedmdr. OfedecdBd Hedwobsd Beaxdo.
HIEBes sx¥est BeoObd Beadmdr SSHE
oBEemmE BedmDr. & 50 0250eDE8, Eoed Beds
BwmlnDewsy @ @delwd w@cwy Bedm O
a8meen cemoen SOy B5038BN©0 By IO wewsId
Bedm. 8@HJ wsly dn® e goeem Bw. g8 Joo
3y 9CEEDS Y. DD ENBBBRO S BT
00 5B BHOB D& WOYH WOEHD BBIEB.

BOy B50B8Bn@0 a8 qo®d wews e¢sIs) Vv, &
@1 BEO e 50w OO0 OEIIE demsy mEBBWwE
Bewn BODr. Bedvewrsy 0 Basizy @B, SOy
s50nBeBn@ed Bewlow am® IF33E w-dmed
NEDER 05 oBBOT Gdwd &z Bedm 0. g8 &
OO @Of ®SE Y. [P BBO] vw8 9Bz, dwoed
200D @D wegrs e@n@0 nismen 0&. [P
BEO] 9B 48 SEI3E swmwisy gaomee S Beadmo.

©0; fextd emdsD Onm

(orevwsryLll@ FHCesraiy @ 6mreuigesr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

B0 3@ ROB, ¢5Y VIR BERTS ¢ivn. T
®o 5y OO On D BYenn, Osic cbues Hoy
B50F8BRD0 HO® BE Boww o 8@ vy 8w
s0E®O C & B Bed.

209800, ¢»0 0ed®fme 88ewnm BB
83 Bow 208 91000 D BuEo ¢z AR BDD.
Em O 8g 008¢ crlos’ sywi BOY Lrxnldud ©8xie
Grsse O BD®r @B 688 B Bow v 9B sy
C @D RINOO IWHOWO BT HOOBIC? B
BOR BODH® EBed®sInd 8o »8wd wdedd

RN Bwed, Bgw OBOS;mw OFPDR vdew e®@mO
SO e¢sItHI® Bu . Heuv® e50edl8, 0® ydm®O D®I®
Suc@ E @¢sID HOOBIE?

@G OB E S®8ow Owmo

(ressrLfl@ Temflsy alldas)rndnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

E0868 9380w 9EesIesy FHO, 0dn W ©1
O®OTOBHO O5ID yOOsY. Im 05f 9ECBIezT.

®©0 evd endidr Swm

(oresryfl@ HCesreay @ 6wrouiHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

B50888 053806 CE»D 0, 9T ey RAR..

@0 6B E Sn®&ow Dwnmo

(omessrLyfl@ rewflsL allsHrvdlnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

®0 W . O° eved 95es] eIeWI®S. B8GdR
sBed e s, Pl sFeed o o ©©
D@0® en¢d 9siesy.

@6 Betd ends® Onm

(oresryfl@ HCesray @ 6wreuisHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

o9& 9 esiery B Bdezs. This can be settled.

®C OBE Sn®8ow Owmo

(resrLfl@ Temfley alldasrvdnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

I will talk that over with the President. If he wants
another house, we will accommodate it. e® g
BEAcO OO HrnBuBn® I® D WO Swe®n
@¢BImO. 00m BOw 3 90 A eI YOO,
aem Deewsi® In ydme 020008, dn®
©BO5 e mRed nO OB gdwdn Ry, »O, o)
CH @¢BImO. godPemen »Sed OO Gdwiwd
@I By ©BT.

OO DoggedD 5BNB2TNS OWm
(wrerll@ euraGseu BrenTTWESTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
@G Bewdes m5nemROB,-

Bewdsns 02506 mn®)

(Nl FuTHTWST S)euT6T)

(The Deputy Speaker)

®0; Doggecd BNBNWE TS DWBN.

OO D2gg@dD 52BN 2ENS OWmN

(LomessTLl@ euTdHGHeu BHTenTTWdHSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

©0 Bewdss ®»One®mR®B, €80Hds Bewdse 23(2)
wOent © B8sY vy e B8nsY 0dBe Y@@ SO, O
CEEE BNE PO FHBVO@S ol OBOE B D& B®
BEACD S5 gdmIw W WEd ¢, & BEAO EO» Bwe®
0 08D dedd @® Bodmaen @B »C oxmo ¢ gl
dmews’. 80 ® o0 wwed 83 ©d Swd D2ydxsy
@B 5 BOE BOD, 0¥ cod O° e® yudmwd 88xnd
@c5I5® Bweo.



349 2015 &8 25 350

Sod ceod qu dKf 00D & OB 8w B
B8ENGC G o¢sim In® B3ed 53w OO BWIBNEDHS
B0 BOD, a¢ & BEnS @ @¢vryd Bw. g &
B8nC I ocsizy yOBR® 0® OO BWed YW OB
G0y ewd & BEnC A e¢mdg Bwo & GO
BB, Yev® E ecsienIs BHO, gmBd@S s
O BE 9uE wWi® BERCD 1edfOd ecsIm B8End vy de?

06 EEOS BBy FE Ovm (0188 ®ESxIm g®amxs
8w 5EedsTned wwirnemn)

(orenryflg  svgagwer  &liflsTebev - QuEpbCsTiLd
WBSESTLIV HEVLOFF[HLD LITTTEHLOSTDF FEMLI (Lpd6V6U (HLD)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Plantation
Industries and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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o6 VLR BBy EE Owmo
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I understand.

O DoggedD 5250 ENS OWm0

(LomessTL L@ uTdHGHeu BHTeTTWdHSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

Then, will this "tomorrow" become every tomorrow?

o6 eBEes ABadc vm

(oreiTLyfl@ svgangLosir sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

No. | was there when the Hon. Minister said that he
will answer it tomorrow. | was there, but he had not -

@6 Dogg@dD 5350 @BHIS OWm

(orenrLil@ euraGgeu BrenTTLGESTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

I know, but I am concerned whether tomorrow will
always become tomorrow.

o0 VLR BBy S @wmo
(omesrLyfl@ svgagiost liflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Do not worry.
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(Nl FuTHTWST SjeuTderT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

O OTEHOB, Surle vnemn® 88 y&dmw 928y
dean ¢DEged &8 ©d ®mOvsnwemn® 85 e “mmo
Bewnsd wsidmed 0 eEm0, ¥8E oyg@susin ©5IEn®0
& B88acO ¢cd weo. ¥ ex® o0 u8E oygdsenn
O3B @0 88T DEmE Burle »HeWOSw @CL ©®i BOE
8B8we ¢ BED 955000 5@ m»S 9D Beamds. & amd
o0 BOE 83w ¢ BED Onmn 00O EEe@xIned Sunle
20BOSB 03B ©O; W NWBHR BBsY Boeww WO
Bedm)Do. [ BEO=T)

®O @70 BesaNnwzm OWmo
(orenTLyfl@ SBIT SlewTHTIWLGSS)
(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Leader of the
Opposition)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake)
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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@6 §85T¢ Besrdowm Owmo
(orewsryLfl@ HIOHS SFTHTWES)
(The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake)
®D.

Bewdss m05nemn®0

(LNrdldF FuTHTWST jeuiaer)

(The Deputy Speaker)

©9eB, ©O # OB BERT @csim.

©0 Lesvd nendidm ®wm

(orenryflg HBesreas @ snreouiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, the Hon. Member had asked a
question from the Hon. Minister. But, | think it has not
been answered. The Hon. Member says that he has not
received any answer. So, the Hon. Minister must read out
the answer in the House.

Bewdes 026 n®)

(Nrdlé FuThTLsT SjeuiTdsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

He is now reading out the answer.

©0 Lesvd nedidm ®wm

(orenrflg HBesreis @ snrouiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

It is not the question that was supposed -
[Interruption.]

Bewdws G596

(LNrglé FuThTLST j6euider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The question that was supposed to be taken up today -
[Interruption.]

@0 ¢85 Besaznwm OWmo

(oreswrfl@ SI0phg SFTHTudss)

(The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake)

e®» two weeks ago gwy y@dme »0&. This is the answer

to the question the Hon. Member asked earlier.

Bewdss 026 n®)

(Nrdlé FuTHTWST Sj6uTdsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

This answer is in respect of the question that the Hon.

Douglas Devananda raised previously. oc; @585,
8Eno ecsIm.
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@6 DB R edDzIe Owmo

(orenryflg Ldsearev GHeuresthsm)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Hon. Minister, | have not come prepared to ask the
question because | did not know that you are going to
reply it. Today, | want an answer for some other question
that | asked.

@6 §8sT¢ Besrrowm Owmo

(orenrfl@ Hi10bs SFrprudss)

(The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake)

That was not the reply for today's question.

G ERE edDimsie ®wvmo

(orewryLll@ Ldererv CHeuTeshsm)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

I was not told that the Hon. Minister is going to
answer my question today. | have not prepared it. So,
there is no use of listening to that.

Bewedes 902506 n®

(Nl FuTHTWST SjeuTder)

(The Deputy Speaker)

You do not have to prepare it, Hon. Member. Today,
it is only for the Minister to answer. g »9¢n
300w eEe ewlssn.

oG IR edDimsie ®wvmo
(orewryll@ Ldererv CHeuTeshsm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

228 8Seddes.
TUWBSTI-
rose.

Bewedss 902506 n®
(Nl FuTHTWST SjeuTder)
(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Member.

OG0 IR edDamsIe Owmo

(orenryflg Lderev GHeuresthsm)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Sir, the Hon. Prime Minister is prepared to answer the
question which was to be raised by me today.

Bewdsns 02506 mn®)

(Nl FuTHTWST S)euT6iT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

You have not raised that question today. As per the
Agenda, you cannot raise it now.

G IR edDamsie Owmo

(orenryfl@ Ldsearerv Gxeurestihsmr)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

With your permission, can | raise it now? The Hon.
Prime Minister is prepared to answer that.

Bewdss 50965

(LNrglé suThTsT j6euiss)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, | understand. But, there is a precedent that has
been created. So, tomorrow you can raise the same
question.

O DBEE ¢ BT OWmo
(oresryfl@ Ldearerv CHeumesthgm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
Okay.

Bewdsns 02506 n®)

(Nl FUTHTWST S)6uT6iT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

eweddzn 8 ¢® 8. 00 wwImnwmB®.

38EBed®5ned dI8®
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

o6 eBEOs AB8ade vwm
(omressrLLll@ svFagLossT &lifleTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

“That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 and
the motion agreed to by Parliament on 09.07.2010, the hours of
sitting on this day shall be 1.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.. At 4.00 p.m.
Standing Order No. 7(5) shall operate.”

g S8z 8, wwo e3®@z S,
aflearir (BSHLILIL(B) sTDmI%ClBTeTenLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

Bendss 509650

(LNrgld uThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)
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CONVENTION AGAINST DOPING IN SPORTS ACT :
REGULATIONS

o6 BERS BB EE @wmo

(omeirLyfl@ svgagLosir liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of
Tourism and Sports, | move,

"That the Regulations made by the Minister of Tourism and Sports
under Section 34 read with Section 3 of the Convention against
Doping in Sports Act, No. 33 of 2013 and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 1913/7 of 05" May 2015, which were presented
on 09.06.2015, be approved.”
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

0N, 8188 mSsIm. You have to explain it.
You are moving it on behalf of another ministry.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

®0 w8 Wmosimy yoost. ydmexs sy Do not
worry. You think you are a big authority. The Deputy
Speaker is there.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
I am trying to help you.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

You are trying to embarrass me, not to help me.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
You have to explain.
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(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe)

©0 Bewlds »OneHROB, SedvewsI® RENOE
038e® cFerim D1 VB0 YecH w®FA vmym Wwden
ernem) ¢ 000 Bewdo ©® Jded Bthed cImBae
e0NEdxY  9m® goudasd. deodvewx’® BEoed
EyBOID oo WO LovuBInde WD ©® JO
goRERBO v -

©0 OBsIeomsIe aeFod®ed Owm

(oredrflg warlbgsrarhs oeibswCs)
(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage, what is your point
of Order?
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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(The Deputy Speaker)

That is not a point of Order. o gead gedBow»
O EH® mGr WOBIBY.
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe)
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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(The Hon. Vasantha Senanayake - Deputy Minister of
Tourism and Sports)
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also will maintain that. [Interruption.] No, the total amount
was Rs. 2.4 billion. Out of that, Rs. 1.4 billion has been
allocated for district and provincial complexes and Rs. 1
billion for the Sports Fund and others.
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We want to generate some income from this. So, we are
going to build a five-star hotel complex also to develop,
maintain and continue with this. The maintenance of the
building will be made with another US Dollars 20 million
allocated for the hotel complex.
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were doing. But, as far as the sports federations are
concerned, do not try to undermine the process that I am
doing. | want to tell you that.
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That is because there is a conflict between our law and
their law. It is not a personal problem.
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doping is concerned. Doping is a big problem in the world
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We have a sports law in this country. That sports law
has been there from 1973. Mrs. Bandaranaike, your
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do you want me to compromise the sports law in this
country? No, | am not going to compromise that. This is
a sovereign country.
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©0 O8sieamysie aeFo®ed Swm

(orenryflE wanlbsTeaThs SVIHHLES)

(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)

BE (008 9uIzn e & »G Woesd L.
WO €T, @@900 FAD WS WMOBID PEOHD OBIB. &
©%8sY Busiesy.

GRowsz00:e) O53En0

(pewevemGTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi jeuideir)

(The Presiding Member)

That is not a point of Order. Hon. Member, you may
continue.
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DE O

poSlewauli
ADJOURNMENT

©6 BER ABade vmo
(omevsrLLll@ svFagLosiT FlifleTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, | move,

“That the Parliament do now adjourn”.

LI 8301858 WO RE.
T ST(BIGSUIDLILIGNIDDS/.
Question proposed.

GRows006:e) O5IEn0

(pewevemsTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi jeuideir)

(The Presiding Member)

Now, the Adjournment Motion is to be moved by the
Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris.

5D BEDE 31008 ed®w D&m0D,
2014
LWBISTeurgd CbrLfurest gdalw S 6lwflds
BTl ig6r HMlbeng, 2014
US COUNTRY REPORT ON TERRORISM, 2014

[3.20 p.m.]

@6 (0wa8w) 8. OF. 88 @wmo
(wrevwsryfl@ (Currdflwii) of .eev. LFiler)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)
Mr. Presiding Member, |
Adjournment Motion:

move the following

“The United States State Department, in its ‘Country Report on
Terrorism, 2014’ has stated that the LTTE is using its international
contacts and the large Tamil Diaspora in North America, Europe
and Asia to procure weapons, communications, funding and other
needed supplies. According to the report, the LTTE is using
charities as fronts to collect and divert funds for these criminal
activities.

The report specifically observes that the LTTE ‘is active in Sri
Lanka and India'.

Meanwhile, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Prince Zeid Ra’ad Al-Hussein, has declared at the Human
Rights Council in Geneva earlier this month that he expects the
mechanism for accountability, promised by the Government of Sri
Lanka, to be in place before the next session of the Council in
September.

In repeated statements, the Government has insisted that it rejects an
international investigation of alleged human rights abuses during the
closing stages of the war, and that it is committed to a local
mechanism.

However, in remarks delivered on 9" June on the floor of the Senate
of the United States by Senator Patrick Leahy, one of the most
influential voices in American foreign policy, the Senator strongly
advocated for Sri Lanka a ‘hybrid mechanism’ containing provision
for participation by foreign experts “at the prosecutorial and judicial
levels’. He recommended that foreign personnel should a play role
in ‘evidence gathering’ and in ‘judicial decision making’.

This House is of opinion that these are issues which require the
fullest discussion and appropriate action in the national interest.”

GRowN06e) OIS0

(pewevenwETHRIGL 2 mliilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. H.R. MITHRAPALA left the Chair and

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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make compromises, concessions. That is not at all a
necessary or a desirable point of view. It is very much
our view that the established principles of Public
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International Law and International Humanitarian Law
enable us to defend very convincingly the actions of the
Sri Lankan Armed Forces.

In particular, 1 would like to direct the attention of the
House to three specific Principles of International Law
about which there is no doubt at all. Those are firmly
entrenched in the system. The first of these is the
Principle of Legitimacy. We must always remember that
these problems were arising in a particular context during
the last stages of the war. The context was one in which a
very large number of civilians, approximately 300,000
people, found themselves trapped on a narrow strip of
land. They were 300,000 civilians being held hostage.
That is, without question, the largest hostage situation in
contemporary military  history. The Sri  Lankan
Government told them, “Facilities are waiting for you:
medical facilities, food, and shelter; you come over and
we will look after you”. These are citizens of Sri Lanka;
civilians of the country. Then, they were shot at; some of
them were killed. The LTTE wanted to use them as
human shields. So, the LTTE would not allow them to
leave the LTTE-controlled areas. In that situation, what is
the responsibility of the Government of the country?
Obviously, there has to be intervention. You cannot leave
300,000 civilians to their own devices, abandon them to
their fate and do nothing. No government worthy of its
name will adopt such a passive course of action. So, there
had to be intervention.

Therefore, in terms of the International Law, the
objective of the military exercise is a legitimate objective.
Indeed, it is an essential objective. Otherwise, there would
have been an unpardonable dereliction of public duty on
the part of the Sri Lankan State. So, the overriding factor
there is the context in which the problem arises - this
unique, unsurpassed, hostage situation - which the
Government of Sri Lanka had to deal with at that time.
So, the first principle is the principle of legitimacy
pertaining to the military objective.

The second Principle is that of Identification. That
again is regulated in detail by the principles of
International Law. But, in those circumstances, it was
very difficult to distinguish a civilian from a combatant,
because the LTTE was forcibly recruiting people,
compelling them to go from place to place with the LTTE
and they were being made to carry out the orders of the
LTTE, not willingly, not spontaneously but under duress
and compulsion. Nevertheless, that was the practicality
of the situation. So, in those circumstances, there does
arise a genuine problem relating to identification and
distinguishing between the combatant and the civilian.
That was one of the complicating factors characterizing
the situation, which the Government of Sri Lanka had to
deal with in the closing stages of the war.

The third and final Principle, which can certainly be
invoked with great persuasive power in defence of the Sri
Lankan Armed Forces is the Principle of Proportionality.
Just as much as your objective has to be a legitimate
objective, the degree of force used must be compatible
with the accomplishment of that objective. Excessive
force is not permitted. But, when you are dealing with the
lives of 300,000 people, who are being held hostage by
the LTTE, then, the question is, could the army have
done anything else and was the action taken by the army
in excess of the force that they should have used in order
to achieve an entirely legitimate and indeed essential
objective?

So, these are some of the principles of International
Law which will be of great assistance to the Sri Lankan
Armed Forces as these matters arise in the months ahead.
I think there is a definite need to examine these issues in
depth and to prepare our case thoroughly and
meticulously.
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

There is a point of Order being raised by the Hon.
Wimal Weerawansa.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I am sorry, that is not a point of Order. Hon. Ajith
Perera, please carry on with your speech.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Deputy Minister, you have one more minute.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you Hon. Deputy Minister.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. R. Sampanthan.

OO 8. wd®uiest Ovmo

(orerLil@ 9. FLoLIbS6T)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees. Sir,
how much time do | have? | believe | have got 20
minutes.

Bewdss 0% BswinBn®r

(ewdseller Lrsls sallsrari Hjeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Member, you have got 16 minutes.

@O 8. edwusiesy Ovmo

(LomessrLyLll@ Sy FLOLIGHSH6IT)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

I will be grateful if it is made 20 minutes.

OO B B8OGDS Bwmn (Bedn MmO S imsn®o)

(orewsrylle  whigsear  Fwgefr - GeueflBTL L g)ieusvg 6T
O|DLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera - Minister of Foreign
Affairs)

Sir, | will give him four minutes.

Bewdss 02 BwisBn®r

(swsseiler Lrgls sallsrari Sjeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Okay, the Hon. Minister has given you four minutes.
Now, you have 20 minutes.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Thank you, Sir. Before I comment on the Motion, |
must say that this country got into a right old mess on the
international front particularly after the completion of the
war, and particularly on account of the manner in which
they prosecuted the war, because this country failed to
keep the commitments made to the Secretary-General of
the UN, Mr. Ban Ki-moon, when he came to this country
almost immediately after the war was completed. There
was a commitment on the part of this country to the
Secretary-General of the UN, that there will be an
accountability process which this country will undertake
and accomplish, so as you deal with grave violations of
International Humanitarian Law and International Human
Rights Law, which had come to the forefront. That
commitment was made in May 2009, but that
commitment was not honoured and this Member who had
moved this Motion today, the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, a
National List Member of Parliament, was the Foreign
Minister at that time. He must undertake responsibility for
that lapse on behalf of his Government and it was in
consequence of the failure on the part of the Government
that this country was treated with the utmost disrespect by
the entire international community. You are trying to
distinguish between Africa, Asia and the role that India
played here and there. Well, these are countries that are
sympathetic to Sri Lanka; these are countries that are
sympathetic to the Sri Lankan people. That is because we
are also an Asian country; we are an independent country
and they do not like to do anything against us. But, the
fact of the matter is, and you must admit it in the national
interest, that you and your Government were responsible
for the utter disrespect that the international community
had for Sri Lanka during your period in Government.

I think the objective of this Motion, Sir, is to draw a
red herring across the trail and make a big issue of
something. The Country Report of the US State
Department talks about the LTTE. We all know that there
are remnants of the LTTE in different parts of the world.
There is nothing new and the Country Report says that
they are engaged in certain activities, which we do not
deny. Everybody knows that they are engaged in certain
activities. But, what has been the democratic verdict of
the people in Sri Lanka, particularly the Tamil people in
the North and the East, in the Parliamentary Election of
2010, in the Provincial Council Elections in the Eastern
Province in 2012 and the Northern Province in 2013 and
in all the Local Authority Elections that have been held
over a period of years since the war came to an end? Has
the verdict of the people not been that they want a
solution within the framework of a united, undivided
country to the Tamil question? What have you done about
it? Can you honestly say that during your period of
Government you did anything towards the resolution of
the problem in an amicable way - honestly? We talked to

you and the present Leader of the Opposition in 2011,
commencing in January and we had 18 rounds of talks.
What progress did you make? Did we make any
progress? Did you not as the Government delegation fail
to come up with any proposal to bring about a solution to
the problem? We gave you our proposals in writing. You
assured us that you will respond in writing. For several
months you did not respond and did only when I told you
that we would not agree to a date being fixed and we
adjourned without a date being fixed; that the President
had a discussion with me, and we recommenced the
process. After we recommenced the process, what
happened? You walked away from the process in
January, 2012. Did you behave like a responsible
Government? Did you make any endeavour to convince
the international community that you were sincerely
engaged in an honest process to find a solution to the
problem? No. On the contrary, you were engaged in a
sham. You wanted to deceive us. You wanted to ram
down our throats some unacceptable solution. That was
the game you were playing. What right do you have to
complain?

The country's problem has remained for a long time.
But, between 2005 and 2015, until the Presidential
Election took place in January 2015, the position has
deteriorated as never before, has become much worse.
When you were the Foreign Minister, were you not
responsible for all that happened in the UN Human
Rights Council? | am sorry to say that when you were
the Foreign Minister, there were three resolutions adopted
by the UN in 2012, 2013, and 2014 and when the
resolution was adopted in 2012 and 2013, they only
wanted a domestic investigation. If you had set up a
domestic investigation at that point of time, the question
of an international investigation would never have come
up. It came up only for the reason that you defaulted in
setting up a local domestic investigation. | was ashamed
when | saw you seated on a back seat being the Foreign
Minister, when the Minister of Plantation Industries was
presenting the case of Sri Lanka before the UN the
Human Rights Council. That was your position in the UN
Human Rights Council. On that day, | felt ashamed that
the Foreign Minister of my country was made to sit on a
back bench when the Plantation Industries Minister was
presenting Sri Lanka’s position in the UN Human Rights
Council in regard to the Resolution before the Council.
That was the position. So, we do not support the remnants
of the LTTE activities that maybe taking place in
different parts of the world.

Our people have delivered their democratic verdicts.
The diaspora is responsible. As you conceded, they
comprise of highly educated, highly professional, highly
qualified persons in all parts of the world: in the medical
field, in the field of science, in the legal field, in the
engineering field and in the research field. This country
has lost them. You drove them out of the country. You
prevented them from coming back. They wanted to come
here and invest.
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In October 2010, | met the President alone for one
hour. Thereafter, the President summoned you and we
offered to work with you. We said, “We want to work
with you on the matter of resettlement of our people, on
the matter of rehabilitation, on the matter of livelihood
and that we will get the diaspora to invest largely in Sri
Lanka to achieve those objectives”. Did you co-operate?
Did you agree? Did you implement any programme? You
did nothing. You did not want that to happen. You did not
want our people to be resettled properly. You did not
want our people to be rehabilitated; you did not want our
people to get livelihood and now you have become the
strongest advocate of anything racist advocated in this
country. It is very unfortunate that this type of role is
being played by people like you.

At one point of time, during the presidency of Mrs.
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, we thought you
were engaged very seriously in a role to bring about a
peaceful resolution to the conflict. You drafted excellent
proposals which would termed in this country the "G.L.
Peiris-Neelan Tiruchelvam Proposals”. Did you stand by
them? Did you support them? During the last regime, did
you tell President Mahinda Rajapaksa, “These are very
good proposals which we can implement”. Did you ever
make any effort honestly and truly to find a solution to the
problem? You did nothing of the sort. And, today, the
Country Report of the US has come up with certain
positions. We will not contradict them. You will
contradict anything if that is not acceptable to you. But,
we will not do that. That is a matter which needs to be
addressed but do not think that all sections of the diaspora
are irresponsible; that they do not have an interest for this
country at heart. They are persons who are educated; they
are persons who would like to return to this country; they
are persons who would like to invest their knowledge,
their expertise, their experience and their finances in this
country. They would like this country to progress. They
would not merely invest in the North and the East, they
will invest in all parts of the country. So, do not stand in
the way of the diaspora returning to the country.

What happened to the Dual Citizenship? You
terminated it. You did not give it to a single Tamil person.
But, you gave it to everybody else you wanted; not one
Tamil person. Why did you do that? Why did you
prevent Tamils getting dual citizenship during your time?
What is your answer? Not one person was given
citizenship. Why did you prevent them? And, you talk
about the LTTE. There is a strong belief in this country
that President Mahinda Rajapaksa became President in
2005, on account of the LTTE. Can you deny that? Is
there not a case pending now where there is a severe
fraud, several tens of millions of rupees that was spirited
away meant for a housing project, with not one house
constructed? Is it not the belief in this country that that
money was given to the LTTE and that was how you won

the Election in 2005, by preventing the Tamil people in
the North and the East exercising their franchise? And,
you want to now talk about the diaspora and talk about
safeguarding the interests of the country. You were
responsible for jeopardizing the interests of this country.
You were responsible for promoting hostility; you were
responsible for promoting enmity. At least now, please
stop doing that.

There is a new Government; there is a new President;
there is a new Prime Minister. We might have a different
Prime Minster after the Elections. We are not against the
SLFP. We consider the Sri Lanka Freedom Party as a
democratic party. We supported President Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga in 1994 against Gamini
Dissanayake. Again, we supported President Chandrika
Kumaratunga in 2000 against Hon. Ranil
Wickremasinghe. Our people in Jaffna voted for
Kobbekaduwa against J.R. Jayewardene. We are not
against the SLFP. We look upon the SLFP as a
responsible democratic party. But, today some of you
have become advocates of persons who want to take over
the SLFP, people who have been in alliance with you are
having just one Member of Parliament or two Members
of Parliament. They want to take over the SLFP and some
of you are trying to assist them to take over the SLFP.
This is what we are worried about. The SLFP must not go
into the wrong hands. The SLFP should remain with
persons who are genuinely SLFP. The SLFP should not
be in the hands of people who merely want to come to
Parliament on the National List. That is not good for this
country and the SLFP must not move into the hands of
extreme elements who are racists, who are communal,
who advocate racism and communalism and who are
backbiters for certain persons because they want to
remain in politics; they want to remain in Parliament.
That is not something to which we can agree.

You talked about 300,000 people being held hostage
by the LTTE. Why did you estimate the population in the
Vanni at 60,0007 Your Government figured out the
number of people in the Vanni as 60,000.

®0 D10ed eesd. @85B 6k Dwmo
(oressryLll@ wremeu. Gar. GFerTHlrTegm)
(The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah)

They said 70,000.

©C 8. w®BsIesT Ovmo

(orenryLll@ 9. FoLbBeT)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Right, 70,000 people. You sent food for 70,000; you
sent medicine for 70,000 and you sent drinking water for
70,000. People died of starvation; people died due to
lack of medicine and people died due to lack of drinking
water. People did not have shelter; people lived under
trees. Today, you are shedding crocodile tears for them.
How dare you do that? Do you not know what you did?
And, when the people came out of the war zone, you
confined them in camps. Why? Because you had dealt
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with them so badly, you did not want them to tell their
stories or make their complaints to the world. That is why
you confined them to camps and that is how you treated
them.

Today, you are complaining about Justice
Vigneswaran passing a resolution in Jaffna. He is a
democrat. He is entitled to have a resolution passed. That
does not make him a terrorist. If you do not accept his
resolution, do not do so. As the Chief Minister of the
Northern Provincial Council, he is entitled to say, “My
people are embarrassed and inconvenienced by the
presence of the army in such large numbers in Jaffna,
kindly remove them”. He is entitled to say that. What is
wrong about that? Does the fact that Justice Vigneswaran
saying that make him a terrorist or make the Tamil people
terrorists? People like the Mover of this Motion wants to
paint Tamil people as dangerous people. You do not
distinguish between any Tamil. You think all Tamils are
dangerous people. You want such an impression to be
created because you want to justify all the harsh actions
that you were engaged in, which you were disappointed
and the present Government has reversed. The present
Government is acting more sensibly. The present
Government is acting in such a way as to win back the
international support, as to win back the international
respect and to ensure that their view of this country is
completely reversed and that the world will support this
Government not merely in the resolution of the Tamil
question, but will support this country in its march
towards progress in the future. That is the reality. So, |
think you must stop these games. You must stop trying to
stir the pot in the hope that you can create some trouble.

We want our country to be sovereign; we want our
people in this country to be sovereign; we want all the
people in this country to be sovereign. We are not
prepared to sacrifice the sovereignty of this country to
anybody, to any other country. But, sovereignty also
means that you must treat all the people of this country as
equals. All of them have a sovereign right to live as
equals in this country. That is their fundamental basic
right which you cannot deny and when you deny that
sovereignty to a section of the people in this country and
when you have consistently done that, how can you talk
about sovereignty? Who will take you seriously? Will
anybody ever take you seriously? Have | finished my
time, Sir?

Bewdes 02 ©wisBn®

(swsseaflsr Urdls sallFrert ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, your time is over, Hon. Sampanthan.

@O 8. wdwusiesy Ovmo

(omressryLll@ <. FDLIHS6T)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Very well, Sir. | will not take anymore time because
others also have got to speak.

We would earnestly endeavour to the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party and those who belong to the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party, who genuinely belong to the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party who are not tagging on to the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party for their own objectives, and persons who
want the Sri Lanka Freedom Party to remain as a
moderate, reasonable, sensible party in this country to
adopt a judicious approach, an approach that is guided by
reason, that is guided by justice, by equality, by equity
and enable this country to move forward under the
leadership of President Maithripala Sirisena, who has
been elected as President of this country by the people of
this country.

I thank you, Sir.

Bewdss 02 BswinBn®r

(swssefler Lrgls sallsrari jeauissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, please. Before he starts
his speech, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon. (Mrs.)
Sriyani Wijewickrama to take the Chair.

o6 VLR BBy @wmo

(orenrLil@ svaagLosir &liflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I propose that the Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama
do now take the Chair.

G E®eszd &>, ewwr 8®@» Sa.
aflsorr GG HLILIL (B eTHmYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

e Boewdds mOwsnemn® Gmuemewssy 9Oz
fowsy, 901 §oB Beddr® dudw §rrwzac;a) Sa.

&ar LD,  Gussallar  LIrgls  sallFmeri  gyeuisseir
sBrrFgSlslarn yswGeas, wreLllg (SHLs) L wirent]
Gl ENTI0 YUl BT HEWVPLD UBGHTTTH6T.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. (MRS.) SRIYANI WIJEWICKRAMA took
the Chair.
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e¢stery snde? His Excellency Maithripala Sirisena, a rural
Sinhala Buddhist, had been voted by the entire North and the
East. Is there not a message in that? & wo&fdw
BInstedE0 efedsiest syde? There is a message:
“We want to work with the Government in Colombo”. &=
08 v&Pe. g¢ ®mYe § Cown Bewd sFuw 00medsy
»D DOes’? 0 »»®IB. O Ve vweed gy
© @00 B3w. 8 & oo Bewd sved eCmOC
noiecen™ BOwr. BvE oCm® emenw; JEE® oCm»O®
ememd; 08 eCH® emenn. g¢ dorvd® guimde? ¢ &
sewe hijack ®0c0. ¢ § comn Bewd sfvw 0dmedsy
G Wosiesy »e? BOEF B0D.wEs. ® wmlwas hijack
WOC0. &g O BEeDD mywi. § Comn Bewed vrlewn wged
O BEedn amdB. q¢ O BEednw Bedmde? ein
dnews’®, | am very sorry, Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, that
you, an educated person, who had attended St. Thomas'
College, Mount Lavinia and who moved with minorities very
closely, are clutching at a straw to raise the spectrum of
communalism. @35®» 8538w BB e Otm 83 mEed-

@6 (0wa8w) 8. OF. 88 @wmo
(wrewsryfl@ (Cuordiflwi) &f .etev. LFMav)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

There is no communalism - [Interruption.]

o6 VLR BBy EE Owmo

(omevorLyLfl@ svaagLosiT &liflsTeVsV)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Why? You are hoping so; you say the LTTE is
becoming strong.

@0 (Babw) 8. 9. 88 ®wmo
(worenryflg (Currdflwi) gf.etev. (Fileiv)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

No, there is no hope at all.

o6 eBEes ABadc vwm
(oreiTLyfl@ svgagLosir sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Yes, you are hoping.

@6 (0wa8w) 8. OF. 88 @wmo
(wrewsryfl@ (Cuordiflwii) &f .etev. LFMav)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Not at all.

o6 VLR BBy EE Owmo
(omevryLfl@ svgagLosir &liflsTevsV)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I can see that.

@6 (Owa8w) 8. OF. 83 @wmo
(resoryfl@ (Cuordfwi) of .etev. LFMev)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

There is nothing in that Motion to say -

©6 BEO ABade v

(omevsrLLll@ svFagLoeT FlifleTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

But, if you read between the lines, it is very clear. The
entire Opposition is hoping that; & Bwumews® &Sm0
DO, OFIIE O 53 O» O @B @DDo-

OO DodE BOSBS Dwmo

(omesrLyfl@ whiser Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, never mind what you said,
but the Member who seconded your Motion made it very
clear as to what the intention of the Motion is. You may
not have said it.

o6 eBEOs AB8ade vwm

(omressrLLll@ svFagLosiT &lifleTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

00T HOBY®, OEIIE pE®DEE  YHSTSwsHIB
wossmy @8e¢? 8e? 1988-1989 moced ew@8ed o
©8ced Bw vemm ©0y Jo o1 ¢15¥ ©® B BWIED W
BOBDE?

& qur gmoEFDeme 00c. ¢ 0® 8EedxIned
DO Y @t 1988 w0 89 maced 8w oemmw ©0610. 48
50 B8l HPwed gu ©6ed W & evmFecs
YBOIGT BB @D, YOGBTHBH® @D g5’ e@m®
B WOBIes. & enFecd HO8 eIM® odneyds’.

YRown0e) O5IEnBw

(BweVewSTHRIGL 2 ML Sy6uiTdeir)

(The Presiding Member)

OO G ©BEs, BIN®O 05T mE RS &DwImA.

o VLR By S @wmo

(omesrLyfl@ svgagios #liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

338 neInDsID ymSTemIB HOBID HOOST.

O® ¢Dwi) DREWsT O WICHmWRE BEBIHO. @ ¢
NEODBO BHImND D 0 9BIes] OB FreBLOs
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800 OIEnBw
(BDVMLGTHIGD 2 MILILeTT Sj6uiTdher)
(The Presiding Member)

©De® &EnAa.

Ee®0 ©0 (08 w) 68D BedBw ©5IFn®o.

[5.18 p.m.]

@31 (09008 w) 608D BedBon wmo

(wresryllg (Currdflwi) rrefeou el Gednias)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Rajiva Wijesinha)

Madam Chair, | am glad that this topic is being
discussed through an Adjournment Motion since | really
fear that the antics of this Government are taking us into
grave danger. | feel the more worried about this because |
was one of those who wanted a "change" at the last
Presidential Election. As | made clear at the time, | felt
that this was necessary if all of us - by "all of us", | mean
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also the Tamil and Muslim communities that had suffered
so much from terrorism - were to benefit fully from the
victory over the LTTE that we achieved in 2009.

I wonder, sometimes, if | should feel guilty about
having, in a small way, promoted change, but on balance,
I think it was clear that the last Government had begun to
lose its way in the last few years and was no longer
capable of fulfilling the pledges in its Election Manifesto
of 2010. And, no one could have anticipated the contempt
with which decision-makers in this Government treated
their election pledges and the need for full reintegration of
those who suffered in the war.

However, | think there is now a silver lining of sorts in
that His Excellency the President, whose own
commitment to his pledges seems absolute, as well as to
the vision of this country that led to the victory of 2009,
has begun to realize that some changes in the structure of
authority are essential if we are not to collapse again, as
we did so spectacularly under some of our previous
leaders. In particular, I believe he understands that blind
emulation of the foreign policy of J.R. Jayewardene will
lead to similar disasters as occurred in the '80s and | am
very pleased that the Front Bench of the Government is
now full of former Members of the SLFP or people like
the Hon. Karu Jayasuriya, who supported the victory
against the LTTE because they understand what the root
causes of that were and | will speak more about that.

However, it seems that the present Minister, despite
his background, believes in putting all his eggs into a
western basket. This was done by President Jayewardene
in the '80s, only to find them taken out again and
collectively smashed. In those days, his predilections
included hostility to India, which he thought would be
fulfilled by cosying up to the West in those Cold War
days. But, for obvious reasons, the West did not save him
and indeed, | believe he had been advised as such, but
ignored the advice and that is why he sent off his Foreign
Minister, the Hon. A.C.S. Hameed, to invoke the 1940s
Defence Treaty with Britain, only to be politely told that
that was not possible.

I do not think this Government will be contemptuous
of India for philosophical reasons, but it seems that
personal animosities could contribute to similar results.
The decision to recall our current High Commissioner in
India, one of the most imaginative and knowledgeable to
serve there, simply because he was appointed by the last
Government, is deeply depressing. There seems
absolutely no regard for influential opinion in India which
has queried whether a friend of India is being withdrawn.
But, let us hope that intentions at least are sound with
regard to India even though the blundering continues.

The same cannot be said of what has happened with
regard to China, where the blunderbuss approach of the
Government may well lead to problems. Only last week
we had a report on what the Foreign Minister had said,
after which a clarification had to be made, which turned

that Statement upside down. We have already had the
Prime Minister attacking Australian policies simply
because Australia did not do as he wanted with regard to
the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting. Now,
to attack, or create the impression of attacking, a country
that has stood by us consistently seems midsummer
madness.

Underlying this is a basic simplicity, and | saw as
much in the speech of the very able Deputy Foreign
Minister, that does not recognize the realities of foreign
policy development in other countries. It is for this reason
that 1 welcome the mention in this Motion of the
Statement by Senator Patrick Leahy. Such a Statement
could well be a precursor to a very hard line, and in
particular we have to remember that next year is an
election year in the United States when the funding
capacity of the TGTE is massive and | fear very much
that a harder and harder line will be pressed unless we
move very swiftly towards a sensible resolution.

Meanwhile, the Foreign Minister dances with the
GTF, which I do not think is bad in itself, but that is not
where he should concentrate. Way back in 2009, on the
last occasion when | had an executive position as the
Head of the Sri Lanka Peace Secretariat, | was told by the
Foreign Ministry in London that we should be talking to
the Tamils and | said, "Of course, we should be talking to
the Tamils. We won this war as much on behalf of the
Tamils as the rest of this country" and they said, “Yes,
you must talk to the TNA and the GTF. | said, “How
dare you come out with such statements!". | think we
should talk to the TNA, the TNA listens perfectly well,
this is the stance | have always stood by, but I said that |
do not believe we should be told to talk to people who
were supporters of terrorism actively. It is the people of
Sri Lanka we should be talking to and | do not think that
we should dance to the tune of the international
community that itself sometimes has to dance to the tune
of a diaspora that still has very bitter memories. | can
understand why they have bitter memories and | would
like to come to that as well, but we cannot run a country
on the basis of bitterness.

So, work with the diaspora is essential, more essential
is working with those who have suffered in Sri Lanka. |
know that reconciliation has been entrusted to the Foreign
Minister's former leader and new best friend of the Prime
Minister. But, there has been so little done in five months
that | can understand why dissatisfaction is growing, and
why perhaps the LTTE will find it easier and easier to
renew its efforts at terrorism and separation.

Now, | believe, listening to the speeches that have
gone before, it is necessary as they have indicated, to
look a little bit of the history. | think, in particular, we
have to recognize that following the victory of 2009, the
last Government did not do many things that it should
have done. Although, | was in the forefront of those who
kept pressing it and it was all very clearly put forward:
the need for an internal inquiry, rapid need, the need for
better resettlement, the need for more consultation, | can
also understand though | criticized it, the failure of the
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Government to move and that had to do with the deep
suspicions that have become endemic in this country and
for which there is good reason even though | believe we
should overcome them. For instance, the distinguished
Leader of the TNA is perfectly correct in saying that we
should have done more during the negotiations. But, |
also think he cannot forget his own admittedly enforced
allegiance to the LTTE in the past. | remember, he
referred to the discussions that led to what he termed the
“G.L.Peiris-Neelan Tiruchelvam Agreement” and he
should not forget the way that Agreement was betrayed
and | always was very critical of him. But, he revealed to
me three years ago that he had wanted to stand by that
commitment, but he had been pushed out of his position
by other Members of his party who were in turn under
pressure from the LTTE. We know perfectly well that the
UNP burnt that Agreement on the Floor of this House and
the former President who was under the impression that
she had secured the support of both the UNP and the
LTTE for the proposal she put forward in 2010, found
herself caught in a pincer movement by what seemed
extremist Sinhala and extremist Tamil opinion and had to
abandon that and | do not think it is correct of the Hon.
Sampanthan to only criticize some of those who
supported that Agreement then - but, do not mention it
now - because his own role was also rather sad.

Similarly, I think we have to remember the claims of
the TNA that the LTTE was the sole representative of the
people and that is why we missed so much a man of
courage like Neelan Tiruchelvam, who stood up against
the LTTE. | do not condemn the Hon. Sampanthan
because obviously he did not want to face the fate that
Neelan Tiruchelvam faced. You know we are sad of
Neelan's loss, but we have to remember the domination of
the Tamil polity by the LTTE during those years and the
way the perfectly-reasonable efforts that were moving
forward were stymied.

Similarly, although | do not think it is correct of the
last Government not to have done more, | also understand
some of its diffidence and, in particular, the way in which
the LLRC was treated has been very worrying. | know
that when the Government appointed its own LLRC, later
than it should have, there was much assumption that it
would produce a partisan report. It produced a very good
report which was welcomed by everybody, except three
public commentaries, one of which was the TNA. The
TNA’s statement at the time, similar to one by the CPA
and another one by the US State Department - not the
then Ambassador here - was so critical of the LLRC
Report. That, | can understand though | think it was
wrong, for the Government also which had tabled that
Report to have not implemented it fully, because once
you start pulling on to one side, then people on the other
side start pulling as well. But, despite that, the LLRC
Report developed into an Action Plan. That Action Plan
was entrusted to some people who did nothing about it,
who are now in positions of great authority, but the
Secretary to the President took charge, produced an
excellent Action Plan. It had some shortcomings but, at

least, some things went forward. Now, that has been
completely forgotten. I was in touch with those who were
implementing the Action Plan and | had to speak
regularly to the UN and the international community.
They were surprised that there is no mention whatsoever
of the LLRC and the work it has done in whatever the
proposals are, that the committees under the
chairmanship of the former President are doing. | think
we cannot keep reinventing the wheel. The LLRC, the
people who worked on it - the very distinguished Deputy
Head was sent into the pool, but | think he is now being
rescued - cannot be just cast aside because they worked
for the last Government. And, it seems to me tragic that
we took so very long to move on reconciliation. It was so,
too, with the diaspora. In January or February, there was
a continuation of an initiative that | had started many
years back to work with young members of the diaspora.
They were very positive. But, they felt that they were
treated with contempt because all that they were told was
investment. They are not cash cows.

I had actually put forward a paper in my brief tenure
as a State Minister about using the services of the
diaspora that has been completely forgotten. Young
people also want to get involved; they do not want to be
treated as people who just bring in money. They can help
us with education. Many of them did so in small
initiatives that | had started as adviser on reconciliation.
We should build on those. | sent the former President a
copy of the National Reconciliation Policy that was
drafted with the support of, | think, the finest minds in the
TNA and the UNP. | was very sorry the last Government
did not adopt that. And, I got a reply which said, “Yes
there are some good ideas here; we will think about
them” and | am astonished that you thought the former
President was interested. | mean, scoring debating points
on such serious issues is not what we should be doing.
That reconciliation policy has a lot to recommend it but
by all means, amend it as you wish. But, for God's sake
draft and put in place a reconciliation policy soon.

Similarly, we talked about an internal inquiry. | said |
was one of those who kept wanting an internal inquiry for
many years, | kept recommending it. But, | could
understand, though | disagreed, with the philosophy of
the last Government who felt beleaguered and threatened
and felt that whatever they did would be used against it. |
still remember, when | first mentioned the number of
casualties, | was attacked by the then Attorney-General
who said that the Defence Secretary was very angry with
me for giving the figure and he said, “Why did you do
this?” | said, “Because it was true. There were a number
of figures and that is what we finally think is correct".
Then he said, “They will use it.” And, | realized that this
was the case because when | said this on “Hard Talk”, the
answer was, “So, you admit”. Unfortunately, there are not
many people who know how to deal with that. They
either say, “Yes” or “No”. But, the answer is very clear.
Saying that there were civilian casualties is not saying
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that they were inflicted deliberately, and all the evidence
we have is during the conduct of the war, we did our best
to fight it decently.

I, myself, have written about the need for inquiries as
the LLRC had about what happened after the war and |
think there is a prima facie case to be looked at and that is
what our internal inquiry should be about. But, why has
this not happened for five months? In February, when |
was a Member of the Government Parliamentary Group, |
said,“Publish  the findings of the Udalagama
Commission” because there are complaints that our
Commissions are not to be trusted. The Udalagama
Commission Report, as far as | know, is a very clear
document that addresses issues in a way that everyone can
accept; it was agreed at the Government Parliamentary
Group. The following month, when | went back it was not
even minuted. All that was in the minute was how to get
cars for MPs and how to find jobs. The Hon. Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs had raised the question
publicly, because he said all his supporters wanted jobs
and it was minuted. But, the important things were not
minuted. The decisions made with regard to promoting
good governance and the subcommittee established under
the Minister, who has unfortunately now forgotten his
responsibilities in that regard for reasons he has
explained, but it is a pity. The decision to publish it was
not done and when | asked the Hon. Prime Minister he
told the Chief Government Whip, “Please incorporate this
in the minutes” and he said he had not had time to look
into this, but he would. Nothing has happened and the
internationals we talk to said, "This is the type of thing
you should be doing. It shows the bona fides". As | said, |
can understand, though I regret why the last Government
did not publish that, because | believe it is very clear
about the need for prosecution in particular of those who
killed the "Trinco five". But, as we know, that was an
appalling action. It was not done by the armed forces and
one of the reasons | was very angry with the last
Government for not pursuing that, was by allowing such
things to happen they allowed blanket accusations against
the army, which as we know, did its best and we also
know perfectly well that in the whole campaign in the
Eastern Province before the LTTE perfected in its
technique of hostage taking, there was only one allegation
of civilians being killed and that was well explained by
the army. So, these are areas in which we have things that
can be answered and it is a great pity that the Government
has spent five months doing nothing in this regard. | am
very happy that the Minister of Foreign Affairs has now
taken upon himself to work on these. | hope he will
succeed, but I think the lack of action so far makes me
fear the worst.

Finally, Madam Chair, | think we also need to look at
what | can only describe as "a mixing of issues”, which |
hope the Leader of the TNA will also take seriously. | am

sorry that two times my Question was not answered,
perhaps because | was present and the Foreign Minister
was not; a couple of weeks were asked for that. But, my
Question with regard to Ms. Tamara Kunanayakam was
answered two Fridays ago when | was away. | am sorry |
was not here. But, | was horrified by the answer because
that answer is precisely what the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella
condemned, this whole idea of LTTE-ising, and what the
Minister of Foreign Affairs omitted to say, which | found
very shabby, is that the representations made by Ms.
Kunanayakam on behalf of a group that was led at the
time by Kumar Rupesinghe, was with regard to the events
of July 1983, and | hope that you will not believe that
people who criticized what happened in 1983 are wrong
because we know there were appalling things that
happened. We know that the LTTE developed because of
what the then Government unleashed in 1983. We know
perfectly well that in 1981, when the LTTE wanted the
District Development Council elections boycotted, the
TULF was able to stand up against it and because of what
happened a few months later, in 1982 the TULF had to
give in to the LTTE with regard to elections - the burning
of the Jaffna Public Library - but, nothing compared with
what happened in 1983. And, when the Hon. R.
Sampanthan talks about the people fleeing, | can
understand why they left.

Yesterday, there was a speech in which it was
claimed, I think, by the Hon. Minister of Justice that the
Sixth  Amendment was introduced in order to stop
separatism. He forgot that the reaction of the UNP
Government in 1983 to the appalling attacks on Tamils
was to introduce this Sixth Amendment on the claim that
the government needed to appease the feeling of the
Sinhalese who had attacked the Tamils.

That was a credibly shabby behaviour and | believe
the Minister of Foreign Affairs - | do not know whether
he was involved in politics at that time, we knew each
other under different circumstances - knows that what
happened in 1983 was appalling; | believe that the Leader
of the House knows what happened in 1983 was
appalling. And, to condemn Ms. Kunanayakam as an
LTTE activist for her outlining of information with
regard to that incident is an incredibly shabby behaviour
and, | believe, it shows that the Minister of Foreign
Affairs is subject to manipulation by the same
individuals, who failed when they were entrusted with
developing an Action Plan from the LLRC Report. He
knows perfectly well that this had been entrusted to the
Ministry of External Affairs mistakenly in 2012, and that
nothing was done about it. It took Mr. Weeratunga, as |
said, to produce an Action Plan.

So, | believe it is important, Madam Chair, if we are
going to go back into history - and perhaps we need to go
into history as a whole - to look at those people now on
the Government side of the House who were responsible
for what happened in July, 1983. All of you will recall
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that the Prime Minister, at that stage, mitigated what had
been done by saying that what Tamils had suffered in the
pogrom of 1983 was nothing like what Sinhala
entrepreneurs had suffered because of the nationalization
policies of the Bandaranaike regime and he claimed, he
shed tears on behalf of ship chandlers, sand collectors et
cetera, who he said, had suffered an economic deprivation
because of the policies of nationalization and he tried to
defend what had happened in July, 1983, which was
appalling. 1 know that new allies may forget all that, but |
know that the Tamil people are well aware of what was
done then and, while | believe, that there is a very strong
component of the UNP, | hope all those Members in the
Front Bench are those whom | could say have no racism
in them, but I think we have to recognize that there was a
strong racist streak. | still remember that that particular
wing was even talking then of Cyril Mathew being the
next leader of the Government, and in such a context, |
think we have to remember what happened and how the
LTTE managed to emerge.

Now, we have an opportunity because we have a
President, who is not racist, but stood firm with the last
Government in its struggle against terrorism, did not
belittle the achievements of the army like so many
Members on that side of the House did, and he did not
even try to stop the victorious march of the forces against
terrorists. Now that we have a President who can balance
the different requirements of this country, | do not see
why we are not moving forward; | do not see why we are
not setting in place the mechanism for good governance
that would ensure proper consultation.

I have said previously that it is the people in the
deprived areas who need to be consulted. | think part of
the problem is that in Colombo, we either talk to the
moderate Colombo Tamils - and there is good reason for
that and | have the highest regard for people like the Hon.
Sumanthiran as | did for Neelan Tiruchelvam - or we
listen to what I call the "ideological extremists" in the
North. There is a strong lobby there that has very, very
strong feelings. But, what we are missing out on is the
ordinary people, the people of the Vanni, the people in the
pradeshiya sabhas and the people in the divisional
secretariats. When | was the Adviser on Reconciliation, |
helped to set up consultation mechanisms, which were
working extremely well and, I am happy to say, what the
people then told me is that I was the only person who
came there. We were talked to about settlement in the
North. | was the person who raised that question in the
Ministry of Resettlement and | upgraded the present
Minister who did not even bother to come and find out. |
told him - | never imagined that he would soon be
Minister himself because he knew nothing - “Mr.
Swaminathan, you have to be here. You have to find out
what is happening”.

It was because of me that the mice who are now
roaring about electoral reform actually raised the issue of

settlement in the Northern Province. But, having said
that, | think that the process of returning land in the North
has been far too slow but even worse, there is no
planning. When you are going to do resettlement, you
have not only to resettle but you have to work on
livelihoods. You cannot go around asking in a vague way
as the Minister does, “Can | have some money to resettle
people?” You must have a plan. You must think about
employment opportunities, in particular, for women. All
that is in our national reconciliation policy, just as it is
hinted at in the very good Report of the UN Special
Rapporteur on the Promotion of Truth, Justice,
Reparation and Guarantees of Non-recurrence, Mr. Pablo
de Greiff, who was here. We had not even replied to that
document. | gather that the Head of the Reconciliation
outfit, former President Kumaratunga, was not here to
meet him and he was not able to meet the task force. He
did meet the Chairman but the Chairman has now
resigned. | believe, my old friend Mr. Maliyadda, is now
Chairman. Much can be done, but if you start from
scratch, you will not get very far.

Sir, it is absolutely essential to look at all the
documentation: we have a Human Rights Action Plan, we
have an LLRC Action Plan, we have a draft National
Policy on Reconciliation done with full consultation.
These should be the basis on future action. We cannot
depend on ad hoc meetings in London with people from
the GTF, who had a very different agenda in the past. |
do not see any reason not to try to reclaim them, but why
do we not actually work with those who were willing to
work with us three years ago - the young people, the
people in the North ? Why do we not actually set in
place a consultative process instead of hugging things?

When | told the former President, “You should really
be doing more”, he said “o» gd»es Bedmds, vie®d®
50fed Om dpeod 9xImd.” Now, we have even more
“Deevn gu¥mdes” 0n the part of the Government. Indeed

most of the ““@ec:ewm” happens on the part of the Prime
Minister, who will not allow capable people to move
forward. So, Sir, this is a very timely motion. We have to
remember that reconciliation must begin at home. We
have recommendations in the LLRC that can easily be
implemented. These should be taken forward with full
consultation of those officials who have been involved in
such matters in the past, and then in arranging our foreign
policy, we have to engage in much deeper thinking.
When | was helping to draft the manifesto, which has
now been, | think, totally violated, we talked about a
Professional Foreign Service. This was interpreted to me
into as to call back everyone who was not a member of
the Foreign Service except a few retired people and Mr.
Gamini Rajapakse, former Member of Parliament in
Jordan. But, now it has turned into call back everyone
the last government appointed and not what should be the
case, which | suggested in the papers | fleshed out and
which | sent to the Minister of Public Administration,
Local Government and Democratic Governance, how you
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actually have some clear criteria on making appointments,
how you develop policy and how you improve your think
tanks.

I just saw recently that the last Head of the Lakshman
Kadirgamar Institute for International Relations and
Strategic Studies has delivered a stalling account of the
new favourite of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ms.
Kshenuka Seneviratne, who had actually tried to stop him
from interacting internationally and pushing a course of
reconciliation when he delivered some papers and she had
basically tried to get rid of him by trying to limit his
freedom of expression.

There was an admirable reply that he sent, but this is
the person who is now the flavour of the month of the
Foreign Minister and has contributed to this outrageous
attack on Tamara Kunanayakam. There is another
situation where the Foreign Ministry’s spokesperson, my
old friend and a very good Service Officer, Maheshini
Colonne, has to do damage control all the time. The
"Daily Mirror" had approached Tamara Kunanayakam as
had the TNL, to ask why the Foreign Minister had said
that they could not get hold of you. Later, when it was
explained that she was in the country and was easily
accessible, the Foreign Minister had to say, “No, we have
never said anything of the sort”. Now, the real tragedy
about all this is that we find personal vendettas are
destroying the interests of this country. Tamara
Kunanayakam had been appointed Chair of the
Intergovernmental Working Group on the
Right to Development and instructions were sent by this
Government to stop her being re-appointed. Even the last
Government which was very annoyed with her - rather
some people in the Foreign Ministry - did not try to stop
her. This time those instructions were sent and when |
asked the Foreign Minister, he said that he did not know
about this. But, the Finance Minister let the cat out of the
bag by saying, "Why should he appoint her because she is
trying to sue the Foreign Minister." Now, we find that this
lady who did so much for the Non-Aligned Movement
and was highly regarded has been removed and the UN
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances, which the West did not particularly want
to take forward is now stymied. Now, we are not here to
actually follow a myopic foreign policy as happened in
the '80s. | think what we want to do is, omnidirectional.
"Omnidirectional” does not mean hitting out on all sides
as seems to have been the case occasionally, in particular,
for instance, the attack on Australia. But, | think what it
means is, following the principles of Non-Alignment. If
you look at the President’s Manifesto, this is what he said
in the Manifesto, "To develop relations with Asian
countries: India, China et cetera”. This does not preclude
improving relations with the West, which | think is very
important. But, to imagine that this can be exclusive is
extremely myopic. And, if you study history, - | am glad

so many people did talk about history - you will realize
that in the last resort the West had its own predilections,
the West had interest groups. People like Senator Leahy
are going to be very, very important and that is why
putting all your eggs into one basket will lead you
having them smashed as happened to President
Jayewardene and the Foreign Minister, Hameed, way
back in 1983, 1984, 1985, 1986 and 1987.

Thank you.
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Affairs)
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Now, | have here with me a news item that appeared
on the "dailymirror.lk" website on 15th August, 2012
captioned “Tamil Diaspora delegation meets Gota”,
which states, | quote:

“Former LTTE Chief Arms procurer Kumaran Pathmanathan (KP)
said a group of 22 members of the Tamil diaspora from Canada,
Australia and five European Countries had visited Sri Lanka last
week and held talks with Defence Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa in
Colombo.”

g o 00edd, ©® 08 mdewn OBn QWORsY
BedsIsr®. The “LankaTruth” website published a news
item titled “Here’s the relationship between Mahinda &
Tamil diaspora” on 17th December, 2014, which states, I
quote:

“It is revealed that Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa, who has again started
saying there is an international conspiracy to take him to the electric
chair, has very close relationships with the Tamil diaspora.

It is revealed through internet that there had been a meeting
between Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa and a group including
Dharmalingam Lokeshwaran, a former activist of the LTTE and a
person who has had special knowledge regarding collecting money
for the LTTE.”

There is not only the news item, but here are the
pictures. There are pictures of the former President,
Mahinda Rajapaksa, basically embracing the Tamil
diaspora. | am not complaining about it. Here, are also
pictures of the former President, Mahinda Rajapaksa,
posing with very pretty girls from the Tamil diaspora and
their family members.
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It amounts to high treason. One day even you might
have to be tried for high treason, God forbid! This is
negligence on the part of the Foreign Ministry. | am just
expressing an idea, but it was a very, very serious flaw or
a serious mishap as far as our foreign policy is concerned.

Madam, | explained to the House vyesterday, in
response to a Questions raised by the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition, that the US State Department Report titled,
“Country Reports on Terrorism and Patterns of Global
Terrorism” that was released this month is not something
new. It has followed other Reports of this nature, which
the US State Department is bound by law to submit
annually, and has been submitting since 2004. | also
explained that the Report that was issued recently was the

Report covering activity in 2014, which fell under the
purview of the previous administration.

This statement, Madam, was part of a general
description of where the LTTE would receive its external
funding in the past, and is not an indicator of current
activity. But, | must also say that our Government is not
sufficiently "blue-eyed" to claim that such funding
activities have ceased completely since our Government
has come into power. What the Report does say about
current activities, however, is that there are still some
LTTE supporters, strength unknown, 13 of who were
arrested last year, and that their financial networks
continued to operate throughout the year 2014.

This information is well known to most Sri Lankans.
Further, it is very well known to my predecessor, the
Hon. Prof. G.L. Peiris who has called for this Debate
today. He knows very well that the Report pertains to the
period under his purview. He also knows very well,
having held the post of Foreign Minister of the previous
Government, the concerns that the international
community had at the time regarding Sri Lanka: the
drifting of this nation towards authoritarianism, the
disregard for the grievances of the Tamil population in
the North, the breakdown of law and order, the clamping
down on any expressions of concern or dissent, the
narrowing of space for civil society, the tendency to
brand as terrorists even those who merely expressed
concerns regarding the welfare of the people. He also
knows of the increase of terror and fear of Sri Lankan
people under the activities of the State, including the
terror created by radical groups like the BBS, who, as |
claimed even then, were funded by the Ministry of
Defence of Sri Lanka.

He knows all this very well. He also knew that these
concerns had given rise to serious concerns among the
international community and the local public as well
regarding the real possibilities of the LTTE regrouping;
not only the LTTE, but even the possibility of sensible,
rational and responsible citizens of this country being
pushed to contemplate violence as a means of having
their concerns addressed. In fact, | sincerely believe that
had your Government continued, had the Presidency not
been rescued in January, the LTTE would have regrouped
and resurfaced much earlier because of your short-sighted
triumphant policies which may have created many more
young Prabhakarans for the future.

Madam, while creating fear and paranoia among our
citizens, and giving the impression of an effective strong-
man approach to defeating terrorism, the previous
Government gave pardon to the very man who took
control of the LTTE after Prabhakaran’s death - KP. Not
only that, but KP was allowed to live in Kilinochchi and
take charge of an NGO handling refugees and victims
and, as | just mentioned, even the coordination of the
diaspora.



451 208Be®sInd 452

[0St @0 E @586 @wnn]

This is a man who is believed to possess information
on the LTTE’s vast international assets. So, why was the
Government protecting him? Moreover, why was the
Government protecting him when previous US State
Department reports noted that the LTTE financial
networks continued to function?

In fact, the same Report in 2013 actually said that
these were functioning very effectively even in that year
and instead of questioning or taking action against KP,
you actually made him a close buddy of the First Family.
Our Government, on the other hand, banned KP from
leaving the country in February and is investigating his
activities. So, we may freeze once and for all, the
financial networks of the LTTE.

Madam, our Government is continuing to intensify
relations with our intelligence networks abroad and has
increased access to real time information from these
sources about the activities of the LTTE. In fact, the
Statement issued by the State Minister of Defence, the
Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana has very rightly rejected
the statements made by some Opposition politicians and
former Defence Secretary, Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, on the
country’s national security. He notes that not only are
previous security measures being sustained, but that under
the present Leadership, the Tri-forces and Intelligence
Services are active and effective as never before.

Today, the Government is renewing its relations with
the international community. Today, we are engaging
with our bilateral partners as opposed to just lecturing to
them and talking with them, which the previous
Government used to do. We engage in conversations with
them in a rational manner on what our real concerns are
and we are able to take steps to build confidence, so that
we can share information, share intelligence and work
together to combat terrorism.

The Opposition is now keen to benefit from public US
intelligence reports about the LTTE, but we are
disappointed then that they continue to talk along the lines
of “international conspiracies.” This Government has
always taken the line that we will not allow - as | have
said several times before here - an international
investigation..

However, we have always maintained that we will use
a credible, local mechanism with international technical
assistance in keeping with the mandate His Excellency
President Maithipala Sirisena received on the 8" of
January. If you actually look at the 100-Day Manifesto,
Item 93 clearly states that we will establish a domestic
mechanism in order to meet the allegations of human
rights violations and even perhaps allegations of war
crimes.

Establishing a credible mechanism to deal with the
allegation of serious human rights violations during the
latter part of the conflict, is something that the previous
Government failed to do, which opened the doors to
international scrutiny, and has prevented the Sri Lankan
people from being able to achieve closure and move on
from its violent past. This only gave the international
community an opening to interfere with the domestic
affairs of our country. In fact, failures of the previous
Government investigations to achieve credibility and
plausibility, prompted the creation of the OHCHR
investigation on Sri Lanka in a Resolution adopted in
March, 2014. So, it is actually the previous Government’s
failures to establish legitimacy that is responsible. It is the
timely entrance of a new Government in January this
year, with a firm commitment to a credible domestic
mechanism, that has enabled us to taper the call for an
international investigation imposed on Sri Lanka by the
international community.

Madam Chair, defending the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the country is essential to the
foreign policy of our nation. As this House is aware,
sovereignty carries with it great responsibility, which
involves duties towards the country’s citizens. When a
Government fails to discharge such duties, external
intervention of an unwelcome nature is difficult to
prevent.

The previous Government, regrettably, failed to
pursue the path of domestic peace-building and by
refusing to address issues of concern locally, the
Government alienated communities within the country as
well as Sri Lanka’s international partners. This is what
led to our nation becoming the subject of successive
Resolutions in Geneva.

Madam, it is the previous Government, by opening up
this nation to international ignominy through its failures
in fulfilling duties it owed to its people, that Sri Lanka
was made vulnerable to intrusive external intervention,
placing the nation’s sovereignty and territorial integrity at
risk.

Let me also respond to the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris’
next allegation that by our domestic mechanism
benefitting from international expertise, it effectively
becomes an “international investigation”. Let me remind
this House that accepting and using international
expertise is something even the Rajapaksa Government
loved to do at great expense at that time to our country .
Under the Rajapaksa regime, the Central Bank -

@0 (B8w) 8. 9F. 88 ®wmo

(wreryflg (Burrdiflwir) gf.etev. Filev)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

I did not say that. I did not object to international
expertise. That is wrong. | asked in what - [Interruption.].
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

When you read between the lines, you were basically
saying that by having international expertise, it may
become an “international investigation”.

@0 (Bnbw) 8. 9F. 88 ®wmo
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

| wanted to ask what are the limits - [Interruption.] |
did not object to international investigation.

O DodE BOSBS Dwmo

(oresryfl@ whiser Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

I would also like to remind this House that under the
last regime - | know that you were usually unaware of the
fact that many of these funds came from the Central Bank
and not from the Foreign Ministry - the Central Bank and
other Government institutions spent Rs. 2 billion on
international PR firms to enhance the poor reputation they
created for themselves. This included firms such as
Thompson Advisory Group, Beltway Government
Strategies and Liberty International Group, all of which, |
believe, were hired on the whims and fancies of - | do not
know what you call him - the Member of Parliament, who
monitored even your activities. In fact, 1 know that
sometimes even your conversations were taped and sent
to his room for him to listen. Further, on 17" July, 2014,
President Rajapaksa announced that the panel of
international legal experts, who were to advise his
Commission on Disappearances, would also investigate
abuses committed during the final stages of Sri Lanka’s
civil war. He, therefore, publicly noted that international
experts would be advising him on violations of
international humanitarian law and international human
rights law.

International legal advisers and a former international
judge were appointed by President Rajapaksa for the
purpose  of soliciting  “international  expertise.”
Documents note that just for seven months, more than
Rs.135 million of tax-payers' money had been paid out to
them as well as others who were connected with this
exercise. In fact, some of these experts were paid nearly
Sterling Pounds 55,000 a month for their activities.

Madam Chair, the Rajapaksa Government hired
international expertise at the expense of the tax-payer
instead of receiving it out of goodwill of our friends. Our
close partners and friends in the international community
who helped us fight the LTTE, drifted away from us after
May, 2009. It is important to ask the previous
Government why this was allowed to happen.

Why is it that these very countries that helped us fight
the LTTE, later initiated action against Sri Lanka in the
Human Rights Council in Geneva? Why did the previous
Government allow such a situation to develop and allow

the country’s image to sink to the lowest depths
imaginable? | hope, Madam Chair, even if my
predecessor cannot answer these questions now, he
should, for his own benefit, search his conscience as to
why he allowed some of these things to happen.

In my earlier incarnation as Foreign Minister, |
expended great effort to list the LTTE - as | mentioned
earlier - as a terrorist organization by the EU in 2006.
That, Madam Chair, was not achieved alone. The
unanimity needed to arrive at such a decision was
achieved with some help from our friends in the US State
Department then. Friendly and responsible foreign
governments who stood with us to combat terrorism
assisted us. They investigated the LTTE and shared that
information with the members of the EU.

We must, in the interest of national security, raise the
question as to why the previous Government allowed that
listing, which was achieved with such effort with the
support of the international community, to be annulled
last year on the 16™ of October by the General Court of
the European Union. It is pertinent to have an inquiry on
why such an important matter with serious implications
for national security was not taken seriously. Why was
there no timely intervention by the Government at the
time to prevent the delisting? Also, there were remarks
relating to the High Commissioner for Human Rights at
the opening of the currently ongoing 29™ Session of the
Human Rights Council in Geneva. The High
Commissioner did something on the 15" of June this
year, which the Council had not seen done in a long time
with reference to Sri Lanka.

Madam Chair, he reflected in his remarks the
opportunity that has opened up in Sri Lanka - the
renewed hope for democracy and the rule of law - with
the passage of the 19" Amendment to the Constitution.
This is something which this House can take pride in
collectively, because we all voted for it collectively, and
work together to give effect to the provisions of that
Amendment.

Madam, having informed the Human Rights Council
of the renewed hope for democracy and the rule of law in
Sri Lanka, what the High Commissioner for Human
Rights went on to say is that his office will remain
engaged in discussions with Sri Lankan authorities on
“the need for transparent and inclusive processes to
develop credible processes to develop credible
mechanisms for accountability and reconciliation ahead
of my report to the September Session”. The High
Commissioner is merely reflecting on our consensual
approach for broad consultations with all political
parities, civil society and above all, victims and their
families to take place in the lead up to September before
establishing a domestic mechanism. We will conduct
consultations to ensure full national support and
ownership of processes. This Government fully
recognizes the importance of consultations and
transparency.
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Madam Chair, | wish to point out here that it was the
complete lack of any form of consultations with civil
society groups or political parties or victims by the
previous regime that resulted in the setting up of flawed
processes and programmes that contributed in large
measure to the loss of credibility in whatever the previous
Government undertook to do, both in the eyes of the
local public as well as the international community. Not
even were the views of public officials given any
consideration at the time, except for the views of those
who said that all that the previous Government was doing
was well and good, and wise. Not only that, even the
wise counsel given by the Commission of Inquiry on
Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation, a Commission
appointed by President Rajapaksa , itself was ignored.

All this contributed to Sri Lanka losing the best
opportunities it had after the end of 30 years of conflict to
rebuild its institutions, restore democracy, rule of law and
good governance practices, heal hearts and minds,
enhance the capacities and skills of its human resources -
the administrative and other services including the foreign
and judicial services.

The Hon. (Prof.) Peiris has selectively singled out the
remarks of Senator Leahy pertaining to the establishment
of a domestic mechanism. | would like to ask the Hon.
Member of Parliament, whether he recalls the nature of
statements that were made with reference to Sri Lanka by
foreign policy experts during the time he was the Minister
of External Affairs and ask whether there was anything
complimentary being said? Senator Leahy compliments
Sri Lanka for its recent achievements , some of which are:
the passage of the 19" Amendment to the Constitution,
the inclusion of the Right to Information in the
Constitution as a fundamental right, the revival of
relations with the United Nations, the decision to revive
accountability for human rights violations, the decision to
pursue the twin agenda of reconciliation and
development, the return of land to its original owners,
reaffirmation of media freedom, re-establishment of
judicial independence, and commitment to fighting
corruption.

In the recent 2015 Elections, which had the highest-
ever turnout and was an overwhelming victory, the
President made very clear, the need to establish a national
independent judicial mechanism. This is expressed
clearly in his 100-Day Manifesto, under Item 93, which
states, | quote:

"Since Sri Lanka is not a signatory to the Rome Statute regarding
international jurisdiction with regard to war crimes, ensuring justice
with regard to such matters will be the business of national
independent judicial mechanisms."

Thus, it has been mandated by this Government and
the people of Sri Lanka also.

In conclusion, | would like to say, Madam Chair, that
Sri Lanka has had a long tradition of respect for the rule
of law and accountability at all levels and in relation to
all matters of public life, including administrative and
financial matters. We saw a general deterioration of
these practices in the years of conflict. It is in our
country’s long-term interest and in the interest of future
generations that we must restore these practices of
accountability and not take cover behind imagined threats
to national security. If we continue the practice of the last
Government of conjuring up threats to national security
and clamping down on civil liberties for short-term
electoral gain without actually engaging with the public
and our international partners to address real threats as
opposed to imagined threats, then we will surely
jeopardize national security and place this country’s
future in peril.

Thank you.
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It being 6.30 p.m., THE PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until 1.30 p.m. on Friday, 26th June, 2015.
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