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The Parliament met at 1.30 p.m.,
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMAR] in the Chair.
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LD&B)| & % 61T
PETITIONS

Bewdss 02 ©wisBn®o

(ewdsefler Lrsls saillFrari ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake. - [Pause.] Not here.

YEDHORO 028w B8NS

alleuTT &% Ehd% @ aumiicped allewL_ 6T
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Bewduss 0% 68winBn®r

(swsdseflsr Lrsls sailFrari euissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Question No. 7 - 6074/°15 - (1), Hon. T.B. Ekanayake.

@ 8. 8. S®5)wd%H Ovmn

(orenryflg M. ). oéapTwSsS)

(The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Mass

Media and Chief Government Whip)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Highways and
Investment Promotion, | ask for two weeks' time to
answer that Question.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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DETAILS
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(The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake)
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e @)FFemLid@ mlafliiuimyr?
(=) @)e1@mev, eyetr?
asked the To ask the Minister of Finance:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) how many Public servants have been
provided with motorbikes by now;

(i)  whether motorbikes will be provided to the
Public servants who have not hitherto been
provided with motorbikes; and

(iii) whether action pertaining to it has been
implemented by now?

(b)  If not, why?

O OB WO EIBED Dvmo

(orenryfl@ Swhs &meTTSeVs5)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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(swssaisr UNrdls sallereri ojeuiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Question No. 14- 5758/°14 (1), the Hon. Buddhika
Pathirana. - [Pause.] Not here.

Question No.15 - 6025/°15 (1), the Hon. Susantha
Punchinilame. - [Pause.] Not here.

Okay, now, we will get on to the second round.
Question No. 1 - 4984/’14 (1), the Hon. Buddhika
Pathirana. 1s any Member asking the Question? [Pause.]
There seems to be nobody. Okay then, Question No.2-

5248/°14 (1), the Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe.

®07 3. 8. S®BNGH v

(wrenryflg M. L. séaBTILSS)

(The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question ordered to stand down.

$8.07. B®BT® RIE PWmID ey DB
®Wm0 BWI8®: Bwo S8®
B®.27.Cs. Fohg VTV WHMID K. st flABIan Bgmrer
STHGHS6V: L6 &
ATTACK ON MR. R.K. SAMANTHA LAL AND MR.
EDIRISINGHE : ACTION TAKEN
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(The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake on behalf of the Hon. Susantha

Punchinilame)
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S @)FFewLsE pleliimyr?
@) @erCmed ersir?

asked the Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Development:

(@ Is he aware that Mr. R.K. Samantha Lal,
Accountant and Mr. Edirisinghe the Personnel

Manager attached to the Head office of the Ceylon
Fisheries Corporation has come under an attack
while returning from work on 25th February, 2015
on the instigation of an employee of the same
institution?

(b)  Will he inform this House -
(i) astowho has instigated the above attack;

(if)  whether institutional disciplinary action has
been taken against him;

(iii)  if so, what those actions are;

(iv) if no disciplinary action has been taken, the
reason for it;

(v)  whether action will not be taken against the
person who has been identified as having
instigated the attack; and

(vi) the steps taken to prevent the recurrence of
such incidents in future?

(c)  If not, why?

O OBBIB WO €IBEH Dvmo

(oresTyLll@ SWhHs & HesTTSVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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(swssaisr Nrds sallereri ojeuiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Question No.4 - 6017/°15 (1),
Handunnetti.

the Hon. Sunil

S S. 8. Tmxnem v

(wresryflg M. L. séapTidss)

(The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka )

©0] Bewdds m0m ©psBn®B, gldsss a@imsn®o
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Question ordered to stand down.

DG BBILNGSHO BV Bw : @D ¢xn

S(HLF) SLOIT GEBTBTWSLD: GDDIFFTL(H
MS. TAMARA KUNANAYAKAM: ACCUSATIONS

6036/' 15
. 06 O. 3. Swenem @wm (06 (Dwadw) 8D
SedB.n dnm @DNDD)

(wrewryllg M. U. egdsprudss - wresryllg (Currdilwir)

rrefeu allGdmis Friurs)

(The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake on behalf of the Hon.(Prof.)

Rajiva Wijesinha)
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(i) CuGsew @GO LUl L grety  Woélwwrer

FrFwrsss HHSUILRLIL_S5 EAGIE]
(&EWT[HTUISLD S|OUTHEM6T BT S5
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(1) GCulGsv (9y)(i) @)L GOV LiIL’ L sTevliLGgluilepid
g geilss  srelLGullgnd  Slmog
GWTBTWSLD — jeuidser  em  wefls 2 e
Qrwpur’ L rengrs  @)BHHSHILT  HLUCUTEDSW
QeusflB T L gYi6usDseT GewdFi ST LUl 19BbS
"gyeremeriui  (edresremilufler’  QFwHLTHHEBHSSE,
S TUTHLD B mBHS T 6TETLIENS LD Sjeurr
S|Wleuryr?

(@) Smwd GTBTWSLD HeUTHET LILBISTUTSSSD G
HWISTULD ST QST 6TedT GDHMEHFTL_(Heudl, Sjeum
Levfls o_iflemiossir Qg mumrest Slswmuilsd
QFrwpurl L reryras  B)BHSSET  STTERISHS T TEVT
STGITLIENS eIt ng,mb ahgumrru’n’?

(%)  @eT@mev, ereir?
asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs:

(@  Will he state -

(i) whether he has claimed in a recent
interview on ‘“Swarnavahini” that Ms.
Tamara Kunanayakam, the former Sri
Lankan Permanent Representative to the
United Nations in Geneva had been a
representative of the LTTE in the period of
1989 to 1990;

(i) if so, on which evidence the said statement
was made; and

(iii) if the aforesaid evidence deems to be
substantial, whether steps will be taken to
proscribe Ms. Kunanayakam?

(b) Is he aware that Ms. Kunanayakam was a Human
Rights activist during and around the period
mentioned (a)(i) and supportive of the "Mothers
Front" activities in which the Hon. Minister
himself was connected?

(c) Wil he also state whether the Human Rights
activism of Ms. Kunanayakam is the accusation of
sympathy for terrorism?

(d) Ifnot, why?
OO B @ B8OGES Bwmn (Bedn MmO §Simun®)

(orewryflg  wiiser  Fwrefr - Qeueflpri L geusissi
S|EHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera - Minister of Foreign
Affairs)

Sir, | table* the answer for  Question No.5 -

6036/°15 (3).

* sene@usns On Dd» ¢ 8EHT:
*FLmi S50 emeudsLiul L allewr
* Answer tabled:

@

(i) No, I did not claim that she was an LTTE
representative. | claimed on Rathu Ira that she acted
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on the LTTE’s behalf. By this | meant that she aided
and abetted the LTTE’s interests through her
propaganda.

(ii)  This claim was made on the basis of four pieces of
evidence. First, in his book “The War or Peace in Sri
Lanka and in Agony of Sri Lanka”, former ambassador
T.D.S.A. Dissanayake who as a senior diplomat had
firsthand knowledge of these issues, refers to Tamara
Kunanayakam as a “Geneva based Eelam
propagandist.” Second, the former Ambassador notes
that she disseminated propaganda from the Tamil
Information Centre, which was lilnked to the LTTE. |
term her activities propaganda and not activism
because they were lies. This was established when the
UNDP denounced her telex to the World Council of
Churches as factually inaccurate. Third, President J.R.
Jayewardene echoed common knowledge at the time
when he referred to her as "terrorist agent.” Fourth,
reports from the Sri Lankan Mission in Geneva note
that Ms. Kunanayakam was an active member of the
"Eelam lobby" in the 1980s. Together, this forms very
substantial evidence that she advanced the LTTE’s
interests in Geneva.

(iii)  Internal investigations are currently underway into the
appointment and conduct of several politically
appointed diplomats who were employed under the
previous government. We will take necessary steps
based on the results of those investigations. However,
proscription is not an option we are considering.

(b) I along with Mahinda Rajapaksa MP were the conveners of the
Mother’s Front movement established by me in 1990. During
this period Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa would regularly travel to
Geneva to visit the UN Commission on Human Rights, the
predecessor of the UN Human Rights Council, with
information and evidence of human rights violations and other
disappearances. | understand that Ms. Kunanayakam who was
in Geneva at the time and a member of the World Student
Christian  Federation which facilitated Mr. Mahinda
Rajapaksa’s entry into many of these sessions. | have also been
told that she has provided bed, lodgings and other comforts.
She may have supported the activities of Mr. Rajapaksa but |
am certainly not aware of any support to the Mother’s Front
from Ms. Kunanayakam.

(c) It is obvious from Ms. Kunanayakam’s allegations against Ms.
Senewiratne that it is she that resorts to accusations of the
LTTE interest when she wants to defame her rivals. | have
merely stated facts which prove, beyond reasonable doubt, that
she advanced the interests of the LTTE and worked against the
interests of the Sri Lankan Government. However, | do not
consider her as a human rights activist because her past record
shows that she had been a mouthpiece of extremists and has a
weakness for fascist leaders and some of the worst apologists of
human rights violations.

(d) Does not arise.

Bewdes 02 ©wisBn®o

(swsseaflsr Urdls sallFreri ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Question No. 6 - 6062/°15 (1), the Hon. Douglas
Devananda.

®01 3. 8. SHNdm DWm

(worenryflg M. L. s7saBTWLSS)

(The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake)

©0T Bowdss m0m 8wisBn®s, od DFce eddimnie
O5IE 7@ eOMeDsT & OO yam @ gwmo.

OO OBBIB WO EIBED Dvmo

(oremyfl@ Swhs &HeTTSeVS55)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

OO Bewdss mom 8sBROA, s e@imsn®o
eOMEDs 9O yEmwd B8Enc 8® wewo @ wh ocm®
DICED 9 BSDo.

g @ Enwé 988 HE@O Hewiw wmoxm &
QfldTITeMer LM GIMIT (1 HVTSHID FLON LILIG5%5 &L 1 ewemull_ i’ L g).
Question ordered to stand down.

Bewdss 0% 6BwIsBn®r

(swssaisr Nrds sallereri jeuiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Question No. 8 - 5757/’14 (1), the Hon. Buddhika
Pathirana. -[Pause.] There seems to be no one to ask
that Question.
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SECURITY OF MR. GOTABHAYA RAJAPAKSA: DETAILS
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(wrewyflg M. . gé&sprwss - wreywleg &FHs
LepABeCL FriLiTs)
(The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake on behalf of the Hon. Susantha
Punchinilame)
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[061 3. 8. Smvrowm Owvmo] (a0) (1) o8 qoFwd eI eznees and, @ VYL
BEBs g0 ocomym ©wy owdds vmed oo
Fadussr  derart  sugiisiuc @erer poReesf oCw 9w ¢
LIT&I 5 TeusVT deifletr 6T6BOT6R0T |6 wirg) (i) ow.
GTETLIGNS LLD; (il) @@ »GP BENs g0 ocorn wy ewASHY woed
o.
(i) smCurg @UILTgISToUTHaTET cTevTER b ) cremRe
S BSSLILL_(DSTOTH T 6TEITLIEN SHUWLD; C i oo
(i) <=Cwesflsv, FHBuTgIsTOT LITEIHTEUEVTHEMT T @ ee.
6TUTENO1ds6M 5 WIT G| 6TEOTLIENG LD (3) o od.
Sjeui @)FFewusE plelimyr?
@) () Mevayd o uli SFamISSMIGEG THDAITN S, D50 BEOO 02091 A ¥ YOBINED YeORWsI:
Gargsmuw TTELI&E0$6)5 S, Gurglwerey 858)925)@
LTSISTLIL] QUPBISLILIL GISTETHT STOTLIH SU1D; aumiGuF Wiywrs wHMID GlFailiLjsvesrHEmmi:
(i) @euflsir urgIsTUY QFTLIUTET QUITMLIEHL mgﬁ]a;@'n’
SYTEFTBRISLD STHDISCSTSTEHLOT STETLISDSW{LD HEARING-IMPAIRED AND DUMB PERSONS: FACILITIES
Ui @FFewusE pleliimyr?
() @)eTCmsv eyear? 6055/°15
10.00; 3. 8. wvnem vm (06 ¥BE veFensB
asked the Minister of Public Order and Christian s edXDD)
Religious Affairs: (wrewryflg M. M. gésprwss -  wresrylg —dresfled
. . . anpgISTCaTSS FriLITs)
(@)  Will he state the Secretary with the most serious (The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake on behalf of the Hon. Sunil
threat against his life out of the former Defence Handunnetti)
Secretaries? o@deEd), @AM w1 g ©dsy  @-D8dm
(b)  Will he inform this House - 4020005 g gds - (1):

(a) D) & cowd neg 83 w0 BBOO evVHA,

(i) the number of security personnel deployed SEBTD oIS SEBD G,

for former Defence Secretary Mr.

Gotabhaya Rajapaksa after he left the (i) 2 g8y dod Be vign@usn ca & &8
Service; 6308500 EWIBOED;

(i) whether the number of those security (i) 9088 g e 98 09 & 318 sogm®
personnel has been revised by now ; and DOl

(iv) @D1008® aw e wne CH OO BI»

(iii) if so, the number of current security ontss SBOEE 259300 GOt

personnel?
(c)  Will he also state whether -

(i) adequate security has been provided to Mr.
Gotabhaya Rajapaksa taking into account

@535 ORE wewsy WOBTeB?

(@) (1) ©Dwd> YD wew Swigd ACBE CHo
©25%8R0 e¥ln mOedc;

the threat against his life; and (ii)  Z=ds puedim O wdn S evd A0
’ Buieor Acen Cad 200 g v 8B®o
(i) the Government undertake the =0 Bode;
responsibility as regards his security? (i) 825 056 gD1ATD s wews Sees AT
(d) Ifnot, why? C2 Bode;
@W5IB) O @O w1 ¢BIOTIemBe?
06 esin W eScm Svmo () () @908 awd adsisme A &9 eews &

(orenryLfl@ swhs &mHeTTSeVS5)

; 23083 89002500 EWIBO TS,
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka )
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23002500 @BV,
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(ii)
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QFallliyeasTHCmTHe@ s6val sl (Heusnars

o_girem LITL_FTemevs6rledr TEUITENs 1 d6m
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Gumhuy urLsrTemevsefly  ssvel il
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Sjui GOBILNHeurymr?

(%)  @)erCne, erer?

asked the Minister of Social Services, Welfare and
Livestock Development:

(@  Will he state -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

the hearing-impaired and dumb population
in Sri Lanka;

out of the aforesaid population, the number
of persons that have been provided with the
official identity card by the Government;

the facilities that have been provided by the
Government for the hearing-impaired
persons; and

(b)

©

(@)

(iv)

784

the number of translators available to
facilitate the hearing-impaired persons?

Will he inform this House -

()

(i)

(iii)

the reasons for not providing driving
licences to the hearing-impaired
community;

whether the ability to provide them with
driving licences at least by utilizing
alternative  technologies has been
experimented; and

whether the hearing-impaired persons have
been provided with the driving licences
previously?

Will he also state -

()

(i)

(iii)
(iv)

the number of schools available to provide
education for the hearing-impaired persons;

the number of students studying in those
schools;

the number of teachers that has been
recruited for the aforesaid schools; and

whether there is any possibility to grant
appointments based on the qualifications to
those selected out of the hearing-paired
persons to teach the hearing-impaired
persons?

If not, why?

O OB WO EIBED Dvmo

(orenryfl@ Swhs &meTTSeVs5)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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RECALL OF HIGH COMMISSIONERS AND AMBASSADORS :

DETAILS
6057/'15
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(The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake on behalf of the Hon. (Prof.)
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ST @FFewLdE plelliiumyr?
(@) @erCmev, syevr?

asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs:
(@  Will he state -

()

(ii)
(iii)

(iv)
V)

the number of Ambassadors and High
Commissioners recalled following the
assumption of  office by the present
President;

the rationale for recalling them;

whether any assessment was done on their
effectiveness prior to the recall;

the number of vacancies thus created were
filled within three months; and

the names, highest educational
qualifications, seniority and the period of
service in Sri Lanka and missions abroad
separately of the officers nominated to the
aforesaid vacancies?
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(o)  Will he inform this House - (in)

(i) whether the said nominees were Grade 1
officers fulfilling the requirements (i
stipulated in the Service Minute of the Sri
Lanka Foreign Service; and (iv)

(i) whether there were officers among them
working in Missions abroad as at January
2015; and

(iii)  whether there are officers in Grade 1 or
senior than any one of the nominated list
and currently not serving as Ambassadors
or High Commissioners whose names are
not in the said list ? \

(c) Ifnotwhy? ®) @

®0 @0 wRSSS dwmo
(omressrLll@ wniser Fwreafr)
(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera) -
Sir, | table* the answer for Question No. 11. (i)

* seedusws On »d» ¢ 8E»0:
* FLTLTL_ GBIV weus s L aflswr !
* Answer tabled:

788

Most of them were appointed by the previous
Government purely on the basis of political affiliations
and not based on requirement or suitability.

No, as there was no requirement.
Total number of vacancies created - 41

One was filled (New York) while nominations for 33
have been made. Most of the nominees have appeared
before the Committee on High Posts, and Agreement
has been sought for those who have been cleared by
the Committee. They are expected to assume duties
once Agreement is received and other related
formalities are completed. Nominations for 07 Heads
of Mission are yet to be made.

Please refer Annex | & Il

Among the career officers nominated, 7 of them are in
Grade 1. The rest are in Grade Il of the Sri Lanka
Foreign Service with over 19 years of experience in
the SLFS. Their promotion to Grade | is pending
with the Public Service Commission.

There are 9 officers currently serving at our Missions
in Bangkok, Canberra, Chengdu, Chennai,
Guangzhou, Manila, New Delhi, Stockholm, Tokyo
and the SAARC Secretariat, Nepal.

] (iii)  Yes. Mr. CAHM. Wijeratne, Mr. MAK.
(@) () No. of Ambassadors recalled -2 Girihagama, Mr. M.R. Gunaratne and Mr. P.M. Amza
No. of High Commissioners recalled - 05 are attached to the Ministry and have not been
No. of High commissioners to be recalled - 01 nominated as they returned to Sri Lanka over the last
' 9 year after serving as Heads of Missions. They need to
No. of Ambassadors to be transferred - a work in the Ministry before they are posted out again.
No. of Ambassadors resigned - 01 Mrs. W.A.T. Gunatilake is to be considered for a Head
No. of HOM positions which were already vacant of Mission position once the ongoing inquiry is
B 12 completed.
Total 41 (¢) Does not arise.
Annex I
Appointment of Sri Lanka Heads of Mission Abroad (in order of seniority in the SLFS)
Period of
| Date of service in the
Name of the nominee/ appointee Country Highest Educational Qualification : SLFS as at
Appointment
01.06.2015
(in years)
| |
| _ | ‘ ) a g R
|senewiratne, Mrs. K.D, Thailand ‘::4;11:1;:.2!‘ Arts in International Relations from the University of 02.07.1985 30
‘ { |
; Master of Public Management Degree from the Harvard University, |
| Mr. A. M. ], i
.Sadlq, rAM.J : The Netherlands USA and National University of Singapore 03.10.1988 27
[ | |
{Jawad, Mr. A, A. |Canada Bachelor of Arts Degree from the University of Colombo 03.10.1988 27 I
|Weerakoon, Mr. E. R. India MSc (Econ) from the University of London 03.10.1988 27
!Se\varaj, Mr. P, The State of Israel IJS:rcr:jlor of Commerce (Hons) Degree from the University of 05.07.1994 21
iRBiaDaksa, Mr.R.D. Sweden Bachelor of Arts (Combined) from the University of Peradeniya 05.07.19%4 21
[ T
IRohanajlth, Mr. Y. K. A Tehran MSc in International Relations 05.07.1994 21
[ Y Bachelor of Science in Agriculture from the University of
Lafeer, Mr. A. L. M. Jordan | g |
: |Peradeniya and Attorney -at-Law from the Sri Lanka Law College oz . |
|
|Gunasekera, Mrs. Y. K. Bangladesh |Masters Degree in Foreign Affairs and Trade from the Monash 18.04.1996 19

|University, Australia
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o Period of |
Date of service in the
Name of the nominee/ appointee Country Highest Educational Qualification ; SLFS as at
Appointment
01.06.2015
L e B (in years)
MA in International Political Economy & Development from the
10 |Gunasekera, Ms. N. M. D. A. e apibic o kooua [Trune OF Socked Studies, The Hague, The Netherencs 18.04.199 19
MA in Women's Studies from the University of Colombo
. _ Completed an International Masters in Natural Resource o
11 |Dissanayake, Mrs. S. H. U, Viet Nam Management, Globalization and Governance at the Centre of 18.04.1996 19
B Transdisciplinary Studies, University of Stackholm, Sweden
Masters Degree in International Relations from the State University
1 . A,
2 |Ranaraja, Mrs. A The Philippines of Kiev (Ukraine), USSR 18.04.1996 19
Master of Advanced International Studies (MAIS) - a joint degree
13 |Mendis, Mrs. H. M. G. R, R. K. W. | Lebanon from the University of Vienna and the Diplomatic Academy of 18.04.199% 15
[ Vienna -
Master of Science (MSc) in Agriculture (Economics) from the Post-
14 |Kandeepan, Mr. B.
pan, Mr. The State of Kuwait Graduate Institute of Agriculture (PGIA), Peradeniya 18.04.1996 15
15 |Perera, Mr. D. M. Indonesia Bachelor of Arts Degree from the University of Peradeniya 18.04.1996 19
16 |Pathmanaathan, Mr. M. K. Post Gradguate Degree in Master of Arts (International Relations)
.l i e from the Annamalai University, India sl ad
17 |Mendis, Dr. A. S, U. Ph. D. in International Economic Policy from the Indian Institute of
The Kingdom of Bahrain Technology (IIT) Delhi, India 18.04.19%% 19
Annex II
Appointment of Sri Lanka Heads of Mission Abroad (in alphabetical order) o
Name of the nominee/ appointee Country Highest Educational Qualification
1 |De Silva, Mr, Sunil South Africa Bachelor of Arts Degree from the University of Peradeniya
2 |Disanayake, Prof. D, Ganganath  |Japan Doctoral Course (Mass Communication), Tckai, Japan
3 |Fawzan, Mr, M. A, M. State of Palestine G.C.E (A/L) Examinations
4 |Gunatilake, Dr. H. M. T. B, Seychelles MSSc Library and Information Science from the University of Kelaniya
5 |Jayasuriya, Gen. Jagath Brazil Master of Science Degree in Defence Studies from the University of Madras, India
6 |Karunadasa, Dr. W. M. State of Qatar \Doctor of Philosophy in International Relations from the University of Colombo
7 |Karunaratne, Mr. K. W. N. D. Myanmar Bachelor of Arts Degree
8 |Kodituwakku, Dr. Karunasena Singapore D. Litt. from the University of Sri Jayawardenapura
9 |Mohideen, Mr. S. 1. United Arab Emirates  |Final Examiniations for Advocates from the Law College, Colombo
10 |Najeemudeen, Mr. A. L. T. Afghanistan Attorney-at-Law from the Sri Lanka Law College
11 |Pelpala, Mr. Daya Italy L.LB Hons. degree from the University of Ceylon, Peradeniya
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Name of the nominee/ appointee Country Highest Educational Qualification
12 |Ranaviraja, Mr. Tilak France |MSc in Business Management
‘ e = E S
Graduate of the National Defence University, Beijing, China
l ——————————————— - — i S ———
13 |Ratnayake, Gen.(Rtd) Daya Pakistan Graduate of the Defence Service Command and Staff College, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Graduate of the United States Army Intelligence School, Fort Huachuca, Arizona, USA
14 Skandakumar, Mr. S. Australia Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Colombo
15 [Thassim, Mr. Azmi Saudi Arabia Certificate in Entrepreneur and Small Business Management from the Open University
of Sri Lanka
16 |Weerasinghe, Dr. S. K. R. The Russlan Federation |Doctor of Medicine - First Class (Hons) from the Moscow Medical Academy
Vacancies - Sri Lanka Heads of Mission (in alphabetical order)
No details
|
|Afghanistan, France, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, The
z: | Republic of Korea, Myanmar, The Netherlands, The Philippines, Poland, The
I.|No.of Ambassadors recalled 21 |Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Thailand, Turkey, Uganda, United
|Nation (New York), Viet Nam
ii. |No.of High Commissioners recalled 5 Australia, Maldives, Pakistan, Seychelles, South Africa
| iii. |No. of High Commissioners to be recalled 1 |India -
iv. |No. of Ambassadors to be transferred 1 State of Qatar
v. |No. of Ambassadors resigned 1 Brazil
The Kingdom of Bahrain, Bangladesh, Canada, Iraq, Kuwait, Lebanon,
vi. |No. of HOM positions which were already vacant 12 Nigeria, Sultanate of Oman, The State of Palestine, Singapore, United Arab
Emirates, United Kingdom

vii [Total no. of vacancies | 41 |
Note
No. of nominations made 34
HOM positions to be nominated/ appointed (*) 7
Total No. of vacancies 41

®)
HOM positions to be nominated/ appointed;
Iraq, Maldives, Nigeria, Poland, Turkey, Uganda, United Kingdom
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(7) @G, sreir?

asked the Minister of Ports and Shipping:

(@ Isheaware that -

()

(i)

measures have been taken to demolish the
huge boundary wall in the Colombo Port
that existed since the British period and
replace it with a plastic covered wire-mesh
fence; and

it is a threat to the security of the port ?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

()
(i)

(iii)

(iv)
V)

(vi)

whether the constructions in (a)(i) above are
carried out by the Ports Authority;

if the said constructions are carried out by a
private institution; the name, address and
telephone number of the said institution;

whether tenders were called in awarding the
said contract to the said company;

the value of the said tender;

the names of other companies which
submitted tenders therefore; and

separately the value of the tenders
submitted by the said companies?

(c)  Will he state -

(i)

(i)

the amount of money spent on the security
of the Colombo Port in the year 2014; and

the amount of money projected to be spent
on the security of the Colombo Port in the
year 2015?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Order and Christian
Religious Affairs:

@)

(b)

©

Will he state -

(i) the number of security personnel deployed
for Mr. Sarath Fonseka as at 31st
December, 2014;

(i) the wunit under which those security
personnel had been deployed;

(iii)  the number of security personnel deployed
for him at present; and
(iv) the reason for revising the number of his

security personnel?

Will he state separately, the number of security
personnel deployed for the Navy Commander, Air
Force Commander, Director General of the Civil
Defence Force and the Inspector-General of
Police who served during the war and are retired
by now?

If not, why?
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Sir, | just want to answer the specific questions raised
by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition last afternoon. The
answer is:

(1)  As the Press Statement issued by the Member of
Parliament from the TNA, the Hon. M.A.
Sumanthiran, and the Director of Strategic
Initiatives of the GTF, Mr. Suren Surendiran,
indicated very clearly, what was discussed were:

o the needs of the displaced people, providing
for their housing, providing basic facilities
so that they could resettle in the lands that
have been returned to them,

o the release of prisoners held under the PTA
of those who cannot be charged and the
process that is currently underway,

e the annual review of the persons listed
under the regulations of Gazette Nos.
1758/19 dated 15th May, 2012 and 1760
dated 31st May, 2012, to give effect to the
UN Resolution 1373 and 1267. This annual
review of this ban is mandatory and I
believe that ban earlier in 2014 was really a
kind of an election gimmick because it was
not well-considered at all.

Former Hon. Minister of External Affairs, there
were people who were included in the list who had
died several years before this list came out. So,
that shows that it was a hurriedly-compiled list
without taking into consideration the actual facts
and, in fact, already a statement about this meeting
was issued earlier this week in London, | believe,
on Monday, and for those who have not seen that
statement, | will table* it.

(2)  The persons who were present at the discussions:

e Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran,
Parliament from the TNA,

Member of

o Representative of the GTF, Mr. Suren
Surendiran and

e A representative of the National
Reconciliation Unit, Mr. M.S. Jayasinghe.

Then, we also had a representative from the
Government of South Africa, who actually
initiated a dialogue with the diaspora during the
period of the UNP Government. That was, at least,
a first good step. | know that similar discussions
were held during the latter part of the last regime
between the members of the diaspora and senior
Members of the Rajapaksa regime.

Then, there was also a representative of the
Government of Switzerland and Mr. Tore

* gatmmged nd gro.
* prefleneViISBle0 ewauds LI (Hlarens).
* Placed in the Library.
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Hattrem, the former Norwegian Ambassador in Sri
Lanka, who is a senior Foreign Ministry official
today and Mr. Erik Solheim, - the point which
many of you wanted to know - participated briefly
on the first day for about two hours where he
talked about his experiences in engaging the
diaspora.

(3)  All details of discussions at all times are always
reported back to both the President and the Prime
Minister.

(4) There was absolutely no discussion of lifting the
proscription of the LTTE.

That was never discussed, and also, we did not
discuss any issues regarding a political solution
nor did we discuss the impending domestic
mechanism, which the Government at the moment
is preparing as mandated by the people in January
2008.

But, as | said the annual review of the persons
listed under the gazetted regulations in 2012 was

discussed.
(5) No.
(6) No.

(7) | have explained to the House the background,
reasons and details, and will also share a copy of
the Press Statement, which | have already tabled,
issued by the GTF’s Director of Strategic
Initiatives and the Member of Parliament of the
TNA.

I would also like to inform the House that we also, as |
said earlier, discussed a public declaration renouncing
violence as a means of achieving political objectives and
a public commitment by these Tamil diaspora
organizations to a united and undivided Sri Lanka. And, |
am sure many will discuss and this public declaration will
be forthcoming in the not too distant future.

I would also finally like to table* two statements,
which I would say, very clearly shows the shifting mood
of the diaspora. One statement was issued by Rev. Father
S.J. Emmanuel, President of the Global Tamil Forum. I
will table the whole statement but I will read one little bit
from it. This shows the enormous change in their mindset
and you should be happy, we all should be happy. It
states, | quote:

“President Sirisena, who was praised so well recently by Carlo
Fonseka, shows signs of an emerging patriot and statesman. Some
of his predecessors have publicly made serious and erroneous
remarks about the Tamils. But by word and example, he is appealing

* galmmged nd ¢o.
* preafleneViIS Bl ewauds LI Hlarens).
* Placed in the Library.

to us all to put the country and the people before political parties
and seek a peaceful coexistence of all peoples. The new
government and the progressive forces from all communities are
identifying some root causes which ruined the country in the past
and are able to identify the fundamentals for a peaceful coexistence
of all.”

What is remarkable about this statement is that Rev.
Father Emmanuel is not talking about Eelam. He is not
talking about a separate State. He is talking about
coexistence in one country. | mean, is it not the change
that we were all waiting for?

Again, in the final sentence of his Easter message, he
says, “It is up to all well-wishers of Sri Lanka to put their
heads together ....”, "of Sri Lanka", not of anything else.
Now, they are accepting Sri Lanka not as a divided
country but as an undivided country, “...... invite various
sectors of society and their leaders to explore possibilities
of reconciling communities. This is my Good Friday
Appeal and Easter wish to my friends in Sri Lanka”.

So | think this is a very propitious beginning and |
seek the cooperation of the Opposition in the days ahead
in getting all our communities abroad to work together as
one for the benefit of the country.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Minister of Housing and
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wCw MOS0 ©® b BEE WImDr »®, Erskine
Mayee? “Treatise on the Law, Privileges, Proceedings and
Usage of Parliament” @8 owmes o®ce wcwsy &
Beamd. | quote:

“The House has resolved that no matter awaiting or under
adjudication by a court of law shall be brought before it by a motion
or otherwise.”

»0¢c0 Erskine Mayed owmenf o®eef wcwzy O
Beadsrd.

“Matters awaiting the adjudication of a court of law should not be
brought forward in debate.”

@® mdemw B8EACD mDLOD Woi€n BODD BO,
Erskine May© ¢®»c® Kaul and Shakdher e« “Practice and
Procedure of Parliament” &8 ewoen e wewsy
edx5. I quote:

“It is the absolute privilege of the Legislatures and members thereof
to discuss and deliberate upon all matter pertaining to the
governance of the country and its people. Freedom of speech on the
floor of the House is the essence of parliamentary democracy.
Certain restrictions on this freedom have, to a limited degree, been
self-imposed. One such restriction is that discussions on matters
pending adjudication before courts of law should be avoided on the
floor of the House, so that the courts function uninfluenced by
anything said outside the ambit of trial, in dealing with such
matters.”

Bue snemn® o® 38 88acoy, BB 88acd,
08 B BBE @DeIRwBsT 05000 »OYD
DEIB BB 000 O@ed DO RED B1WEE o
Ben mO8, OO mOgc0 0® mren 81weE BEOO yedn &
83s3esT.

VuPemn 0008, wwd masded “Parliamentary
Procedure” ewmez’ “Rules to be observed while speaking”
wOon e®e wcwsy 8 Beadmd:

“A Member while speaking shall not refer to any matter of fact on
which a judicial decision is pending.”
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20880057y ®v eCEm»Ondwved “Parliamentary Practice in
Sri Lanka” emienf e®@ed wcws’y 8 Beamdo:

“No member shall refer to any matter which is under adjudication
by a Court of Law or to any matter on which a judicial decision is
pending. This rule applies similarly to questions.”
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Boeadmroo:

“As per Standing Order No. 31(6), this matter is before the courts, it
is sub judice. Therefore, we cannot take up this Adjournment
Motion.”
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“What | said was that this particular issue is before the Court and it
is sub judice. I still maintain my position.”
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BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT

o6 eBEes ABadc vm
(oreTLyfl@ svgagLosit sliflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, | move,

“That the proceedings on Item No. 132 of Public Business appearing
on the Order Paper be exempted at this day’s sitting from the
provisions of Standing Order No. 23.”

g S8z 8, e e3@@m Ses.
allsarr aBSHLILIL(B) sTHmsClETeTemLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

Bewdss 02 ©wisBn®

(swsseaflsr Urdls sallFrert ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Then, will the Private Members' Motions not be taken
up?

o0 BERS BB @wmo

(omeirLyfl@ svgagLosir liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, we are not moving the Private Members' Motions
1, 2 and 3 today.

Bewdsns 0% 8wrsBn®r
(ewssaisr Nrdls sallereri ojeuiger)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Okay.

@S 838 0@ Owm
(wrewrfl@ Fedlg LNICTGTeN)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewdss 0% BswinBn®r

(ewdseller Lrgls salsrari Hjauissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Sajith Premadasa, what is your point of
Order?

@0 885 0@ Swmo

(woreryflg #edls LIGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

©0; Bewdets mom swisBn®s, 00 92dus me 8ug
WOy M0 BWIOBF WOV, WBTROD WOBID,
Dbmon WosTm Bw 0O 9RO mOmD. e®ime, @®
Buog moieg @ 928us weg ¢¥n wdndi. ¢ Sus
NS Dred ENECE Y@ 008, OO meg.

B Com 3000 BHODBE BBID:
Bowlow
B)evBINs FPSIT LIVHMVSHBLPHF FL_L LD
HL_L_6nerT
OCEAN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA ACT: ORDER

o6 eBEOs ABade vm

(omressrLLll@ svFagLosiT &lfleTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Skills Development
and Vocational Training, | move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Skills Development and
Vocational Training on the extension of period of validity of the
Interim Committee appointed by the President under subsection (4)
of Section 69 of the Ocean University of Sri Lanka Act, No. 31 of
2014 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 1916/8 of 27
May 2015, which was presented on 11.06.2015, be approved."

G E®eszd &>, ewwr 8®@» Sa.
aflsorr GG HLILIL (B) THMYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

o6 eBEOs AB8yde vwm

(omressrL L@ svFagLosiT &lifleTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO Bewd®ds mOm ©sBAReA, g¢ Sorlved
Os¥BocsY Ofememynds 0@ ww OB BnE DN
RFemd® ®ns 8.

@0 838 0@ Owm
(wrewrfl@ Fedlg LNICTGTEN)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Bue 506 8SE .
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o0 BERE BB e @wmo
(oreirLyfl@ svgagLosir liflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
2. Bos eI 8.

Bewdss 02 ©wisBn®

(swsseaflsr Urdls sallFrert ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I call upon the Hon. Leader of the House to move the
adjournment.

DE O

phBeailiy]
ADJOURNMENT

o0 BERS BB @wmo
(oreirLyfl@ svgagLosir liflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That the Parliament do now adjourn.”
LI 830858 WO RE.

s sT(BIGSUIDLILIGIIDDS.
Question proposed.

Bewdss 0% BwisBn®

(ewdsefler Lrsls saillFrari ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Adjournment Motion will be moved by the Hon.
Mohamed Aslam.
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[a.0. 2.31]

O @O gEsR® Owmo

(LomessTyLl@ GTamiol SjeVeVLD)

(The Hon. Mohamed Aslam)
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@S e Bed sy Owmo

(orevTL L@ amEenssTa LITMHTS)
(The Hon. Hunais Farook)
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(ewdsefler LNrsls sallsrari Hjeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. M.T. Hassan Ali. You
have five minutes.

@S 90.3.957 @8 Owmo ((eweds Caess ¢ImB)

(orewTll@  sTib.f.anFer 60 - &STHSTT @) ITEQTHIS

O[PLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. M.T.Hassan Ali - State Minister of Health)

I may give that time to the Leader of our Party, the
Hon. Rauff Hakeem.

Bewdss 02 BswinBn®r

(ewdseller Lrsls sallsrari Hjeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

So, you are not going to speak. Then, the next speaker
is the Hon. Rauff Hakeem.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of Urban Development,
Water Supply and Drainage)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, the Hon.
Mohamed Aslam has proposed this Motion to invite the
attention of this House to urge the international
community to take decisive action in addressing the issue
of the persecution of Rohingya Muslims in the State of
Myanmar.

This issue is a serious blot to the entire civilization.
We have not had many other parallels of such incidents
happening anywhere in the civilized world today. Though
this has now come into prominence because of the large
number of boat people who are leaving the shores of
Myanmar to seek asylum in other countries, initially,
some countries made them out to be economic refugees
and refused to give them asylum. It is a matter of relief
that countries like Malaysia and Indonesia have finally
accepted the responsibility to give them asylum, and Sri
Lanka too had not become an exception to this lot of boat
people who turned up at our shores last year in several
parts of our Island. We had ourselves housed some of
these refugees, numbering more than 200, in Mirihana
and we have a few of them still in transit camps in
Wellawatta. | was told that the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees had taken them under their
care and most of them have now been able to secure
asylum in countries like the United States of America.

At this juncture, 1 must also take this opportunity to
condemn the attitude of the Government of Australia for
refusing entry to boat people who turned up at their
shores by forcefully turning them away to places like the
State of Nauru, where very inhuman conditions await
them and some of those deserving people who have to be
accommodated for political asylum are denied and some
of them die in the high seas not being able to reach the
shores of some of those countries, which have got to
abide by the international conventions respecting the
refugees.

In this situation, we also realize that in the past Sri
Lanka has been a transit country for many such people
who seek asylum. We should not forget that unscrupulous
elements and syndicates who operate human-smuggling
rings are exploiting these poor people. But, in the
meantime, the very Motion that has been brought up
today needs to focus on the need to address the issue of
statelessness of these Rohingya Muslims living in the
State of Myanmar.

This has been a festering issue and we also find some
parallel in our country. In fact, when you look at the type
of vocabulary that is being used in the persecution of
Muslims in Myanmar, the same fate visited us a few years
back and even last year, in Alutgama, what happened to
the Muslims of Sri Lanka was similar, to a certain extent,
to the incidents that had taken place in Myanmar.
Incidentally, Sir, next Monday, on the 15" of June, we
would be completing the first year after the recent, worst
violence against minorities in this country, the Alutgama
and Dharga Town incidents.

When you look at what happened in those areas and
the type of xenophobic propaganda and bigotry that was
part of the hate campaign of the mobs who engaged in
such violence, and the type of patronage that were given
to them by State authorities, it was a matter of deep regret
for those who believed in democracy and law and order
in this country. Some of us, the minority politicians took
up this issue and |, despite the fact that | was a Member of
the Cabinet of the last regime, took this matter before the
Organization of Islamic Countries and finally it resulted
in the Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic
Countries writing to the former regime of this country
wanting to send a fact-finding mission. Similarly, the
Organization of Islamic Countries has also intervened in
the Myanmar situation and they have taken an additional
step of appointing a Special Envoy of the Organization of
Islamic Countries to try and mediate on behalf of the
unfortunate victims, the Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar.
What is finally left for the civilized world to do is to urge
the Myanmar administration to treat these citizens of that
country with respect and to give them the safeguards with
their entitlements under all Human Rights Conventions,
which have been adopted by the international community.

In the meantime, it is important for us to realize that in
both Myanmar and Sri Lanka - which adhere to the
exalted traditions of Theravada Buddhism - this
unnecessary bigotry and xenophobic tendencies that have
now crept into some of the religious leaders and their
propaganda is something that needs to be curtailed.
Fortunately, Sri Lanka, being a democratic country, we
had the opportunity to change regimes through the power
of the ballot, but then, in countries like Myanmar,
democracy is still to bloom to the extent to which we are
experiencing. A transition period is now being observed
in Myanmar and we find that a presidential election is due
very soon. But then, the denial of right to contest for
people like Aung San Suu Kyi in Myanmar is something
that the international community is still not paying
enough heed to. | believe, if the Myanmarese people are
given full democracy, issues of this nature could be
curtailed, at least, through the power of the ballot. In that
regard, we should try and address these issues by
adhering to principles of democratic traditions.

In the meantime, we must try and invite the attention
of our Government to treat those few refugees who have
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turned up in our shores and to see that they are expatriated
to safer locations. | also appreciate the fact that the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs is here to respond on behalf of
the Government and giving him some space to state his
response, | conclude my speech. Thank you very much.

[2.57 p.m.]

O DodE BOSBS Dwmo

(oresryfl@ whiser Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, may | first
thank the Hon. Mohamed Aslam for bringing in this very
timely Motion. As you know, Sir, the Government of Sri
Lanka has continued to closely observe the situation with
regard to the Rohingya community. As you are aware, the
Rohingya people actually come from the Rakhine State of
Burma or Myanmar. In fact, the United Nations describes
them as a religious and linguistic minority from Western
Myanmar, and the United Nations also describes the
Rohingya people as one of the most persecuted minorities
in the world.

It is in that context, that the Government of Sri Lanka
continues to cooperate with the UN and other
international and regional initiatives to addressing the
issue facing the Rohingya community today.

Despite not being a signatory to the 1951 Convention
and the 1967 Protocol on the Status of Refugees, Sri
Lanka has been handling cases of asylum/refugees in
terms of the Agreement signed between the Government
of Sri Lanka and UNHCR in 2005. We called it the
“Terms of Reference of the Working Arrangements with
Regard to the Issuance of Certificates by UNHCR to the
Asylum Seekers and Refugees”.

In the above context, Sir, the Government of Sri
Lanka has continued to cooperate with the UNHCR in the
resettlement of 96 Rohingya persons who have arrived in
Sri Lanka by boat on two occasions in February 2013. As
of 30" April 2015, the Government of Sri Lanka has
actually facilitated the resettlement of 57 Rohingya
persons as refugees in third countries, mainly in the
United States of America. As at 30™ April 2015, only 39
Rohingya migrants remain in Sri Lanka, whose

resettlement continues to be facilitated by our
Government in cooperation with relevant stakeholders in
Government and the UN Agencies.

Additionally, the Sri Lanka Navy has been
instrumental in saving from drowning, some of the
Rohingya migrants stranded in our waters. It maybe
noted that the Government of Sri Lanka has continued to
extend protection to Rohingya persons in Sri Lanka,
including the provision of free medical facilities.

In terms of cooperation in the regional and
multilateral fora, as recently as 29" May 2015, Sri Lanka
participated at senior official level in the Special Meeting
on Irregular Migration in the Indian Ocean organized by
the Government of Thailand with the participation of
Asian countries in the region affected by this situation
including Myanmar, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia as
well as Japan, Switzerland, the USA and international
organizations comprising the UNHCR, UNODC and
IOM, with particular focus on the situation of the
Rohingya community.

The salient issue highlighted at the above Meeting
was that irregular migration is not only a growing
regional but a global challenge today. Another important
point which emerged at this Meeting was that the
Government of Myanmar has agreed to “cooperate with
the assistance of the international community to improve
the livelihood in affected areas”.

The Government of Sri Lanka will continue to
cooperate with the international community in addressing
the issue of the Rohingya persons and, as a Government
committed to democracy, equality and human rights, we
condemn discrimination and persecution of all forms, in
adherence to the protection of human rights in accordance
with international law.

Thank you.

G E®eszd E»Y, ewwr 8®@» Sas.
aflsorr e (BIbSHLILIL (B) 6TDmYS CIBTETLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 3.00 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
23rd June, 2015.
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