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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.

G8 eCa18w 88w 1Yd®
Forliésliiul L LGS TBIseT
PAPERS PRESENTED

D0 BBID WA EIRCH Omr (S5 g@ams &

nedt) sfsed yim w-Biawmn®)

(oresryfle swhs smaTTwss - Cleugser oar g,
SO EFFHLD HTFTBISS &L FAulledr PHHEHTEVTFTEYILD)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Mass
Media and Chief Government Whip)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Hon. Speaker, | present a petition received from
Mr. S. Kanesamoorthy of Valalai Lane, Thumpalai.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(@) @eHCwev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Finance:

(@  Will he inform this House of the profit generated
by the National Lotteries Board during the five-
year from the year 2009 to 2013?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) the names of the lotteries that are run by the
National Lotteries Board;

(i)  whether the first prize of Rs. 5 crores and
the other prizes consisting of 40 jeeps were
given to the winners of the previous draw of
the Mega Lottery as it had been published
in the advertisements;

(iii) whether the number of winning chances
declared and the amounts of the prizes
offered for each of the other lotteries have
been reduced at present; and

(iv) if so, the numerical value of such

reductions?
()  If not, why?
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@) @G, srsir?

asked the Minister of Muslim Religious Affairs and
Posts:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) the total number of super grade post offices
operating in Sri Lanka at present;

(if)  whether building facility has been provided
for the new super grade post office in
Seethawakapura in  the Avissawella
Electorate; and

(iii) if so, whether action will be taken to
commission the aforesaid super grade post
office before the upcoming Sinhala New
Year and to provide its service to the
public?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) whether steps have been taken to rename
the Avissawella Postal Area as Seethawaka
Postal Area; and

(i) if so, whether a programme will be
implemented to inform the public of the
aforesaid new postal area in line with the
opening of the post office mentioned in (a)
(ii) above?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Abdul Haleem - Minister of Muslim Religious
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Policy
Planning, Economic Affairs, Child, Youth and Cultural
Affairs:

(@  Will he state -

(i) the rate of unemployment among those who
posses GCE (A/L) or educational
qualifications above that;

(if) the total unemployment rate of Sri Lanka
by the year 2013;

(iii) the methodology how the unemployment
rate is calculated; and

(iv) whether he admits that the rate of
unemployment among the educated, the
youth and the women has increased?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Defence:

@)

(b)

Will he state whether air-conditioned luxury
vehicles have been hired for the duties of the Sri
Lanka Navy at present?

Will he table -

(i) if so, separately, the type of vehicles
obtained; and

(i) separately, on the basis of the aforesaid
vehicle types, the monthly rental paid for an
air-conditioned vehicle?
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(c)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the aforesaid vehicles are utilized
for normal security duties; and

(i) if not, whether they are utilized for
travelling purposes of the officers?

(d)  Will he state -

(i) the monthly rental paid by the Sri Lanka
Navy for the air-conditioned luxury
vehicles that have been hired; and

(if)  separately, the amount of money paid for
the above vehicles in the years 2012 and
2013?

(e) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Internal Transport:
(@  Will he state -

(i) whether he is aware that all skilled
technicians have been absorbed into the
Skilled Technician Service with effect from
1st January, 1997 as per the Basic Service
Minute of the Department of Railways;

(i) whether a 6:1 ratio is adopted when
promoting Technicians in Group "A" to
Class 1 based on the category and the
promotion, which is a condition that is not
imposed by any other service minute;

(iii)  whether he is aware that those in authority
have agreed on a number of occasions to
alter the aforesaid ratio when implementing
the 6/2006 Circular;

(iv) whether a promotion procedure has not yet
been formulated as per the 6/2006 Circular;

(v) if so, the reasons for not doing so; and

(vi) whether he is aware that a large group of
employees, who remain stagnant at the
upper ceiling of their salary increment
scheme, are caused an injustice as a result
of this issue?

(o)  If not, why?
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Minister of Muslim Religious Affairs and

| he state -

the date on which the trustees were
appointed for the last time to the Jumma
Mosque registered under No. R/0682/T/036
in the Wakf Board of Sri Lanka in the
Department of Muslim Religious and
Cultural Affairs; and

the names and addresses of those trustees?
| he inform this House -

the number of immovable property (land,
houses and shops) belonging to the
aforesaid mosque;

whether the title deeds of the aforesaid
property are in the name of the mosque;

whether agreements have been signed
according to the provisions in the Wakf Act
when each of the aforesaid properties were
leased out or rented out; and if so, the date
on which those agreements were signed
and the names of the relevant leaseholders?

Will he state whether the approval of the
Sri Lanka Wakf Board and the Department
of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs
have been given to rent out or lease out the
properties mentioned above?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) separately, as per district level, the total
number of schools in the North-Western
Province;

(if)  of them, separately, the number of schools
administered by the Central Government
and the Provincial Council;

(iii) the number of schools which have been
closed down in the North-Western
Province; and

(iv) the number of schools reopened in the said
province?

(b) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(@  Will he inform this House of -

(i) the number of school children currently in
the North-Western Province;

(i) the amount of money allocated by the
North-Western Provincial Council from the
year 2010 up to now for educational
activities of schools; and

(iii)  the amount of money spent per child by the
said Provincial Council in the year 2012?

(b)  If not, why?
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Minister, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. M.K.A.D.S. Gunawardana)
Please give me two more minutes.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. D.M. Jayaratne, please. You have eight
minutes.

[e.20. 3.09]

@0 2.§. dwotm Owvmo

(omedTLyfl@ 19..6TLD. gowIrdeuT)

(The Hon. D.M. Jayaratne)

@0 Bewd®s m0m 0sBn®A, ®0 e® gdudtd
20 8Eaed RIN®I0 0@1ew® &nBa.

B8O Buworsd.d BBe® vmm wded Bewln wd®IBTDO
o0 90.0W.8.8.08. @edddny ¢OBR® » e, 9RO
B®TVewsy W1 WmOmemO  Bex¥m  d», 1970
288e@®@sIned &.g®. ouedd OHFOw g Orw
eComw 9e8ur mE0 vudeid gu -BFOS - 98 @D,
080818 RO g ¥ WOV VB Bws) WICwW On
™0, ¢ ge D16 eCAMBY IGERD Hwr OB Buwo
e B¢ 0. J 5D 8B8edd dedthimnem OBBwe 6f
120 95400 medo womdd mEr. & added SOy
OFOG docord e @® 8Eedrinedr B83md. & axd
5O8 9R® g8 v WS HBe® O BEedg aw D16 eEamw
08T s@0n meg.

NOCOEw bved wumidwm g dEde Bweee
CATOE BEIBIBIE NI i Oed mnemDewsy
gs 890® goivw, "gdeed 1815 & acwmdews’ aEco
o Bean 9O g g v WS OB A5y, Sew® g wrf
W0 OB WO ¢ed eE8w D8 Bwsim yodsy. &
@08 mens) end gu O 98 aCE»Dy." Bwl. & amd »HOK
®® 0® Wdemw 8@ 9e8ur meg. & wded Im
28E005Ined w®On WO ooy ew. & amd as &
RO A BN, 8O sEed Penn D8N OO BHES
0 QRO OBOSW W SwWO v How. v O @® WOYD
B Om »Oeom @5 ¢dEhed 9RODE ©BO eI
8 1,50,000 =@ By 90 00 evmemn. & ydmdce

8Bedeg O ewwd 8D vr . gBIBOO ecetEeCEI® 9@
Bmen Bostmsy A0 o Hew. Ood 0eds & 8Bwd B8
@0 Bedmdh. Bod wiBsIOy & D8wdO 8L O
Bedmdn. 0® ndde BEACO BEds wdw 9© &b
Drews’ wmddH DE. DL WS ¢ g B WOD
B8O Bwoes-d RBe® vmm cvnemny Bw ¢ Booww
0. & an® OO 83 By Jdlw @B ged BEwlsy
& omn wmd ®er. vmE BO $8EedsIndd @28ss
BEo. Don® 988us mEr® IO »EYOF o weo. v WS
& B88cd wamdd 090, Y 0® EEed®sined
8oy BBewdo; IO & nd® @B oo mwr. & gws ne
00055 g@mnvws ¢B Hew. den® Hemd g8 In
»8Qedd ©wdOn e »BYed w®en I In
208Be@sInd0 988u mE® & gw 8Eed®sIned svmy
8@ BB ¢slesy B Bewo & 0Ded IO Bediw
YR WO W . I eDeD 0.8, OBBNED
OB »OB ®Gwnwe®® ©»Sed B3ed. O BdDDo,
"e®@en® W WO Wi EEed®sin BBwe amd
»8JedsT w@8n WJY OB 5OD WIWDB WOBIB PW1.
RO IO gfesst BT A" Bwo.

en.8. OFtNGD DOINGDR vededd & BEiadsiensy
20 "R, 0@m WO WOBI® MWy, I® @¢ BOOHG" Bweo
awesy Dy, Sov® »HOB 9RO BEHO® vm emYPen
000 meg. J amd 85T 2008 »IOYn B evn Bwo. g
Beda gad EP omn. g dEeYEWDO BBEE) e® O
BEedg o 9oom ox¥mn. & BEudDos dtm 005
Bwo. 900 8OITVewsY PO 9e8uy §ew® Ewdwd
DO Bedrlest & ecomEecdd. 988 8Bxecds
QIO "e®sImy @B DBO" BweEr ymn me®, 8
ety » »OTery mBD & @8 BE com 8D
20857 OB Vo, & B OB BBwdS yot ecom D
00wd S01dR goad. & e & 0@ BEedg wrowm 0O
Boos@m w0 0o 885 Bednd. 0@ R BEedg gdwsy
DO ¢gog 30 wcen @ BOD. 0O IO OB
Poed 53, @90ig 15857 906 mom O 0wl BwE. ¢y
& 00medsy e 0 edm. IHO ym ow¥nd ged
PoOmn WmOm BRTedGds mBOB. g’ 83
BBIecd 01057 .o o gRB. J Bwo & 9d® OBmEo
Bedms o 0¥y A8 »FFOwE @B @D Bedxda.

a¢ aud 8 Dog gudB8ed ®w snwm WGLsedd By
Bw cOEOE ymd ®»Er "e® A8 vmB» W3 Y, @® PO
e B gud s¥eE 9RO B eOmD" BwE. »HY,
@00 sl PRODE wdPSwmerT® By A, wOWJ
Dol ©80 53BD Bedmryds. Sy gu O 8dYSen »S
eusInDl, 08 v »HFO®w. 0 swdeld HOB e® O
88edg 38 Bwry 88 oxfenl. SatellitesdEs »O8 ©®
OB® wosTes’. & Bwr BB @wmdeBsy B8O ednmed
DO BB om0 HIOTHOF 3w J O8wd & O
8Eedg Buwird®m 3 ensy Guo.

OO 900 wOITVewsy B3w gvHen®), ac &
eOmEDsY Buwr o5 euen® ¢ nd & B85 Bug
@¢BN® EENI® P@edsY, HOBINedsY & D BEedg
Boos@m BBO o ©8 0dew® wsiends OmOr. g
OO ©¢dned®sind :iB O, eOMO® emAINBE
CH 8o J 010 BEedg BuwidOm meo. & wews BEd
OVFOG 005 Danews’ BHwdOm Hew. SBecdo
OFOGETY ewicB. »HYT 83 yremw O Heo dw WS
@05 W3 N8 8 Bedmrd. a¢ eI e e, OH®
gRed BEE wOoE 9m® cile SO ©@eWI®
POOBVOBRT, W BOBRT Fwo WO, & 018 BEeDg den®



203 2015 godd 08 204

BosOm 88 o ©® §de®adews’ wy wwlendvewsy &
2sd ©nd »»OsTm Q. T HYOOrn Y iewwd
8B Te¢d0 05 BB 0@ Bwd »Zwd wowm 8
O Beamd. s8mHE ewe Bwo Yo BBsTecdo Doy
80 60 wmdn. den® 8D 0O Buw Hw BT Oxed
810 15T @CO® @) D Bedmdl. BBecdoOnY
N w00 v O P8 WO WO B OO
9CCOE meo. O NE® Erum® hed 9RO BE #B
e0c OB ©%h osimrdw Bw cvem». el EBHD
PRODEO ¥8 wwd; VLYOD »3 Pud. & Hed 0® B
0®TTVO  »8wowcd Hw®m WO NS @O
Beadnmd.

Sgd, 00 RBY 0NePw Beds) D g8l eudd
@D, 00 VLY Bedm S PO 0® »p®e wdeny
0®0n 0dxfest mwi. @i SV HWBwICD EBBIOBIH
Rox. ¢ g0 aBBDBHO® euIND0 vel HOB Jm
980000 Bwos®m WOy yOOET DYesy. Comed @le
BOITAD Bedmy #PHHE B »OSTH 0® IO
289010 O BEeDEHE wmed oI D).

Comed @R®DEs Bwwd 20 0w ylocwez’io
2880 Beasiesy. 8Bwwd 80m ¢B80:8m0 Bedsies
C8w@08. COCOEO, & Ded® ®wDEDED, & ®oen
08D yedndEd, ¢ YodrdEd 00 Pen® 8wwd 20z
OB “rymdd aBB & Beaslesl. Bwwd 80m d®
@ Cwd @880 Beamd. & 8wwd 20 8EcDon
30 ©BwimdDd D@ WOYn WO ®BIB DD B eny
20@s BB8wO RO Y BE ¥3WO W OB BB
Be08. 0B 9BORsT 08 BBsTecdd 639100 5 S0

Bewadts 0m ewsBn®o

(ewdsefler Lrsls saillFrari ojeuissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

©0 OB B, e15¥ DD gdwsy mOsIB.

@0 2.§. dwotm Ovmo

(omedTLyfl@ 19..6TLD. gowirdeuT)

(The Hon. D.M. Jayaratne)

e® D0 BEedg wmd megys &5y5000 Bedm
©DerNd A ©0E), QRO »E eewew @8 @O
B8BdysIO wodwmd S0 0dsimy P¥OOE edmb. OO
Bewdss m0m ©sdnd®s, el N eR® oD
Beadmndr. €90 0¥nd c@imue? ecemEEH gmd Bedn
0053 Ben m00 & 9@ Dmr m3 ©5IB) YOO WO By01.
©¢emERH 900 aBBwe Bum B @B ewrwsImd W
05T 0® »nF¥FOe Bw & SBgsied Bno o,
DD @B O v ©0edd, 83wy
DB B 00D, 0O 0@ BFOWS wmed S OO
Bwo OBTD) BwEo OO Sewsy 00ew® donm»8sy 9E
8O, Do »mOYn BBO RELT aud 0® ydn dwe vsIm
850057, 0@ EOMNEDET BOYR WO BEWBsT Bui ©¢5»0®
OB Dow €End »o8sY, ¢dly O BLbel o®
O »3wENcd Bwo WOy HOY BEBO &SnBdsTn
@085 ®ed WD §D®sY WO, @REWS &HAR.

Beradts 0m ewsBn®o

(ewdsefler Lrsls saillFrari ojeuissr)
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The next speaker is the Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma.
You have 15 minutes.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Palitha Range Bandara.
You have 15 minutes.
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(oresrLfl@ sursGspeu BresTTWESTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(swssaisr UNrdls sallFreri ojeuiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, what is the point of
Order?
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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(The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara)
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(swssafsr Nrds sallFreri jeuiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order. Hon. Palitha Range
Bandara, you carry on. You have only one more minute.
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(The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Palitha Range Bandara, why do you not wind up
now? - [Interruption.] Please do not disturb him. -
[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, you must expunge the comments which are
against the Standing Orders.
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(swsseflsr Lrsls sailFrari euissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

If there is anything against the Standing Orders, that
will be expunged.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(swsseaflsr Urdls sallerert ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, what is your point of
Order?
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

This is regarding a matter of privilege. One of our
Lady Parliamentary Members, the Hon. Malani Fonseka,
I think has had to face a very unfavourable sad situation
in the Chamber. | hope you would give an opportunity for
the Hon. Lady Member to raise the issue.

Bewdus 102 swnBn®r
(ewssafsr Nrds sallereri jeuiger)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon.(Mrs.) Malani Fonseka, do you want to raise any
matter?
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Malani Fonseka)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Malani Fonseka)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I will refer this matter to the Hon. Speaker.

o6 Ber’d eaddim Onmn

(orerfl@ SBevreg @ swrouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

The Hon. Lady Member has raised this matter and
brought it to your notice. There are many Lady Members
of the Opposition seated on that side. It is very difficult
and embarrassing for them to sit here.

Bewdss m0m 6wsBn®r

(ewdseller Lrsls sallsrari Hjeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Are you requesting me to safeguard the Lady
Members?
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@6 Ler’d enditn Owm
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena

Yes., we request you to see that they are allocated
seats on the Opposition benches.

Bewdss 200 ewisBn®o

(ewsseflsr Lrsls saillFrari euissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I will look into that matter. The next speaker is the

Hon. Sriyani Wijewickrama. You have eight minutes.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
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The next speaker is the Hon. M.L.A.M. Hisbullah.
You have eight minutes.
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(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Hon. Presiding Member, | am glad to speak on the
Regulations under the Registration of Title Act. These
Regulations was published in the Order Paper in October
2014, under the previous Government. Today, our
Government, which is a Government of cooperation
between the two major political parties in this country
together with many of the minor parties, has brought this
up for approval by Parliament. This is one piece of
legislation or regulation which has been accepted by all as
beneficial to the public and, as such, we have brought it
up here with full cooperation, without any ill-will. We are
sure that nobody will vote against it today. Unfortunately,
though the House is depleted, still this is something that
everybody is going to accept.

The Registration of Title Act itself was a positive
piece of legislation. The Regulations brought up here
today are a further improvement to see that every piece of
land can be identified in a more easy manner, whereas in
the past under the original Ordinance, there were so many
difficulties in identifying the lands that had been
registered. That led to many frauds and abuse because
there was no clear identification of the property that had
been registered. Today, we are including certain numbers
for these properties; we are including the assessment
numbers into the document that is going to be registered
with the Land Commissioner. By doing this, so many
issues that come up between owners of properties and so
many disputes that arise between people are attended to.
Therefore, it is a very positive piece of legislation or
regulation.

Likewise, there are many issues that have come up
since the 1978 Constitution was adopted. We introduced
the Presidential system of governance. In the initial years,
nobody thought that that was a bad thing; everyone
thought that it was necessary for a developing country.
Nobody thought that the President could become a
monster with too much powers. So, the people did not
initially ask for any change in the Presidential system.
But, subsequently, over the years, the abuse of the powers
vested in the President brought us to a stage where
everyone was asking for the abolition of the Executive
Presidency. Our new Government, led by His Excellency

Maithripala Sirisena, pledged to abolish the Executive
Presidency, restore the Seventeenth Amendment, and
bring in good governance to this country. In this attempt,
we all have to cooperate by forgetting our party
affiliations, for the good of the people and for this
country, like we do for these regulations. So, this is why
we request for the cooperation of all to implement the
100-day programme of President Maithripala Sirisena,
which was sponsored, supported and has received the
mandate of the people on 8" January, 2015 with the
cooperation of the United National Party.

At the same time, since we are talking about land
issues today, | wish to point out a few things about the
plantation people and their land rights. Even today, a few
people who have liberated themselves from life in the
plantations have moved to urban areas or semi-urban
areas and they have been able to buy land on their own.
That is just a handful of people, maybe less than 5 per
cent of the Indian-origin Tamil population in this country.
They have bought lands; they have built homes; they
have built industries, shops and various things like any
other person in this country. But, most of the people of
Indian origin live within estates, in houses built by the
British planters over 150 years ago. They have no land
rights; they have no rights even over their homes - the
line rooms that they live in - and they have been
agitating for land, for separate houses, for ownership of
their houses. This is the issue that the present
Government accepted and put before the people under the
100-day programme where we said, "We will give
separate houses with ownership for those houses to the
people in the plantations". This was a very attractive
slogan. It should not remain a mere slogan. It has to
become a reality.

In 1995, the first Ministry for Estate Housing was
created by the former President, Mrs. Chandrika
Kumaratunga and the late Minister, Hon. P.
Chandrasekeran was appointed as Deputy Minister in
charge of Estate Housing under the then Housing
Minister. For the first time, separate houses were built in
the plantations on seven perches of land. They were not
given deeds. Nobody would build a house on a land that
does not give you ownership, but the people in the
plantations, who thought having a separate house itself is
a great boon to their life, accepted these seven perches,
used the grants, the money given by the Government,
used the loan money given by the Government, invested
their savings and built these houses on seven perches of
land without a deed. The house belongs to them, but the
land belongs to the State and it is vested in the LRC.
Now, it is more than 20 years since this process started.
Many of them have now settled the loans payable to the
NHDA and they are waiting to receive the deeds for those
houses, so that they can actually call it their own, because
they believe that they would never be evicted if it is
owned by them and they did spend their own money to
build on those lands.



241 2:5Ee®sInd 242

[0cT @&, ewdvcissy @wmn]

The Hon. Minister for Housing, Hon. Sajith
Premadasa has already put up a Cabinet Paper for some
houses in estates in the South. Lands have been vested in
the NHDA from the Land Reform Commission and he is
preparing to issue deeds. A similar process is necessary in
the upcountry where 23,000 houses have been built under
this scheme and about 6,000 people have already paid up
their loans and are awaiting the receipt of deeds. The LRC
at one time said that the lands can be vested only in the
Estate Worker Housing Co-operative Societies and not in
the people. Those have to change now. Today, every
single worker in the plantations is a citizen of Sri Lanka.
He is entitled to land; he is entitled to register lands in his
name. So, these people have to be given the land and the
houses individually for their own use and for enjoying
their ownership. There is some difficulty or some
reluctance on the part of the LRC to do what they did in
the South to the people in the up-country, which is
unfortunate. | have spoken to the Hon. Minister of Lands.
He has agreed to look into this issue and clear it for us.
This has to be done if all people in this country - the
people in the South as well as the people in the upcountry
- are to be treated equally.

It has been the practice to have land kachcheries
where landless people are given lands. A land between 40
perches up to two acres is given to a family in this
country. But, as far as the plantation workers are
concerned, in the past, only seven perches of land was
given for building houses. But, in 1973, when the Land
Reform Act itself was passed by Parliament, it was
considered that an estate-worker family requires one-
eighth of an acre or 20 perches of land for their living.
When the determination was made for 50 acres of land to
an individual, which was the ceiling then, that 50 acres of
land was given with an additional two or three acres,
which were calculated on the basis of 20 perches or one-
eighth of an acre for each worker working in that
particular plantation or estate. On that basis, many
persons who received their 50 acres have received two or
three acres extra to accommodate the workers working in
those estates. But, today, some of these estate owners are
trying to evict the workers from their private estate. These
extra two or three acres were given to them on behalf of
the workers who were working there. So, that extra land
available to that owner, due to the number of workers he
had at that time, should actually be owned by those
workers. Therefore, it is unfortunate and unethical for the
owners of those private estates to attempt to evict workers
because they do not serve them today.

This community came from India in 1834. They have
been living here for 180 years. They have served this
nation handsomely by contributing to the economy,
contributing to the foreign exchange earnings and to the
wealth and well-being of this country. They deserve a
better deal. So, | feel that these workers must be given full

rights with title deeds for those 20 perches and they
should never be evicted. Also, when housing land is
given in estates in the past, seven perches have been
given. But, seven perches of land is not enough for an
agricultural family. Any estate worker is an agricultural
worker. Being an agricultural worker, he needs land
around his house where he can cultivate some vegetables,
have a cow for milk, or have some poultry for eggs or
meat, or rear a few goats. These are vocations that are
related to a farmer and agricultural workers. So, why
should we deny these?

For this purpose, | feel that whenever land is given for
housing in estates, it should be increased from seven
perches to twenty perches. That would be the most fair
thing to do for this community that has worked so hard
for this country for 180 years, for six generations without
a break. Thank you.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.10 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Thursday,
09th April, 2015.
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