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Urgld surprwsi euisst [wresryllg Fhdlw efrs6smy |
BHEDGVEHLD QUBSSTT 6.
The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. CHANDIMA
WEERAKKODY] in the Chair.

Bedem
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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SPEAKER'S CERTIFICATE

Bewadths Ornemn®o

(LNrdld FuThTWST jeuiaesr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

8 G Yhmsigm ©w@De dmoded @altn®
D10E0ed 79 OB D1DELD gmD, 2015 @&xn ® 07 Om
2 ©d O B8BT gucidwm DsIEnwsy ©wY
BB GOBT O www Ce® ©ww oWv BBe® smyy
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DO FenS.

G8 eFa08w 8w xI8®
Foiliésiiul L LGS TBiseT
PAPERS PRESENTED

@G G BwyBe Owm (Gess s8mEm, sed ©w,
8 BIED W YhmsTHw e e BERe a@ims 6
D e gRam1HS0)
(orenryfl &®m gwelu - SIeETBis BlHouTs, LWTSTeNT
FOLS6T, o eTeahrml & wHmID Ferprws ' d  upBlw
S|DEFF[BLD, L|GSSFTEFET S)eHLDOFSF(HLD)
(The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya - Minister of Public
Administration, Provincial Councils, Local Government and
Democratic Governance and Minister of Buddha Sanasa)
@0 Bewdsn »Oisnemn®A, 2012 ddse wewr sy
e BEAC & o muenmed Di88m Di8md ©©
98B8u »S8.
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g S@wz 8, e @O Se.
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Question put, and agreed to.

2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 e 2013 28w e 2232080 o SE 3O
DEOI®OT ¢ r5:00d Dob8m Ew wBY Dadmo.- [D:8@8e®
0 88O @@y eDHDD O VWBID B EBCEE OWmo]

e30208e305 O Hids gzl Bowl® 20 &
FUTLTL_S8Is0 B)15%bHb H1L 1 swemuili i’ 1 g).
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

1998 aom 21 ¢o B8O Bwoesd-d BBe® sment 67 OB DosiBw
wOer QO W QO w-D8WE gPimsOCwr B8BBY wiemy g0 2014
RTWendas 31 B gm 1886/58 ¢com af Bods o@d sned g
DO ¢ Bewlo.- [ 9R® g@ivun@ 00mOO O OBBID
DO EIBCED Owmo)

302082305 O Hids gzl Bowle 20 &
FUTLTL_S8Is0 B) 1555 HL 1 swemuili i’ 1 g).
Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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PETITIONS

o0 gBRc B6d 000u® Bwmr (gdsss
§@am3®0)

(rewryfl@ v aflyrey STweuFd - Heval JewLdFFiT)
(The Hon. Akila Virg Kariyawasam - Minister of
Education)

®0 Boewdds mONEHROB, DeBEoemdD D),

BEOD 90, gom 248/1 ¢om Bmerd ©e.-8 ED.J.O.
SoBems Ovmens’ 1Rl euudr ©° 8EwsT0s.

@0 WG BBw @DEHE® Bumn (D88 ®E®sTm daess
452 ®0)

(wrewryflg  s@lsouwr  Geauewrwsd - CuEmBCHTL L &
WBSESTIL @) TTEThIS HEDLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. Karuppaiah Velayudam - State Minister of
Plantation Industries)

Hon. Deputy Spesker, | present the following

petitions:

1. A pdttion from Mr. A.T. Baddevithana of No.
47/3, O.P. Perera Mawatha, Bordesgamuwa;

2. A pdtition from Mr. M.JA. Senarath of Opposite
the Sub Pogt Office of Damana, Ampara;

3. A pdition from Mrs. A.PH.P. Srisena of Sri
Lanka Insurance Corporation Limited, Gampaha
Branch;

4. A petition from Mrs. G.K.Y. Damayanthi of No.
32/2 B, Mawaththa Road, Hokandara South;

5. A pdition from Mrs. H.U. Mendis of No. 68/2,
Mahamudali Mawatha, Dadalla, Galle;

6. A petition from Mrs. JP. Geethani Jayaweera of
Sri Lanka Insurance Corporation Limited, Beliatta
Branch;
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7. A peition from Mrs. K.A. Nandawathie of
Information Technology Branch, S Lanka
Insurance Corporation Limited, No. 21, Vauxhall
Street, Colombo 02;

8. A petition from Mrs. K.R.SV. Wijayawardhana of
Sri Lanka Insurance Corporation Limited, Ja-Ela
Branch;

9. A petition from Mrs. P.G.D. Indra Peramunugama
of Wijeyakatupotha, Chilaw;

10. A petition from Mrs. RK.L. Ggaweera of Sri
Lanka Insurance Corporation Limited, Gampaha
Branch;

11. A petition from Mrs. W.P. Wickramasinghe of Sri
Lanka Insurance Corporation Limited, Marawila
Branch and

12. A petition from Mr. U.N.M.L.K. Samarakoon of
No. 36 B, Wattappola, Pilimatalawa

Bewdss 2506 mn®o

(LNrglé FuThTLST j6euider)

(The Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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C1dH evswn®;

3. @ REB3w, cROO, g D, BBNYJ 00, gom 161
¢0m Hhmeed 8 90.8. ogedsn wmewnsy
ClaH euIen®; wy

4, B BWBIE, (DTS 8.0 9.8, WEOBB Bivysie
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Beawades 2O5nemn®o

(Nl FuTHTWST SjeuTd6r)

(The Deputy Speaker)
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36000 e708a gy & Bewiw o &
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Bewadss Oznemn®o

(Nl FUTHTWST S)euT6iT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

y@s gom 2- 4579/'13 -(3), ©61 a0 Beznw®m Swmo.

@G 80 Seornwm Svme

(omessrLyfl@ SBIT SlewTHTIdS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

OO DOIBNIDROB, 00 & y@mI63 G Oo.

OO0 0exn DO EIBED Owvmy (S>@s @
28Be®sin WO §gims 65 el vWved yLm
308022 )
(oremyflE  swhs HHWITHVES - OeugFer ser_g,

UTTTEBLOETD S|sPIUEVHET EDIOFF(HLD YT FTHISHS &L Fullsr

YaDBHTVTFTEYILD)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Mass

Media and Parliamentary Affairs and Chief Government

Whip)

©0; Bewdds DOnemnesB, §eE  2@mwn®
eOmEdsy ©® & ydmwed B88nd 8 wew ®B ocw®m
DA 9CE 8BS,

g @z ol 9E8ex BE@O Bewlw wom @&
fldTITeMer LM GIMIT (1 HVTSHID FLON LILIG55%5 &1 1 ewemull_ i1 g).
Question ordered to stand down.
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MINIMIZATION OF THREATS OF WILD ELEPHANTS:
MEASURES TAKEN

4785’14
3. 06 gead gedBe» @wmo
(oresrfl@ o CFrd o CuABIs)
(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe)
28002 0 B ¢@umunSeesy g1 y@m @ -(3):
(@) (i) O a8 n¥sm g YedBs eFmO e
23002500 @B T,
(i) =moremoc ehemed O a8 ndsn &B
HodBe oCm® om0
OTMBOenE;
(i) °O® YPedBs eC®® eWDLWDE OB O
a8 n&sny gd® BIO wewr OsIvzN Bwo®@dn
[SalclelH
(iv) °® HedBe oCEH»® emOMLOE O» af
o8 g0® BB wewo v Ow 08T
5@ e 005Y WO Bedc;

@535y DR @O® e300 ¢BIVBIEBEE?
(0) o0 e »O, JOxsfe?

HHmIeOT wHMID aflewerwr’_ HGImD yewwdFenTds CahL L
aflerr:

(=) () ST WITen6sTSH6tled HFHFMIGSSH SHresriii(hibd
rGss Gewevreri Ulfleyseaflesr eTevsntlsends

wrgl;
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(i) @mewTaH wreul L GH0 ST wirenestaeils
YFFMSHD STewTLILBL LrGss GlFwesvreri
Uilifleysefletr sTevoremilsend wirgi;

(i) Gupuy NrCss  GFwesvreri

& TewTLILI(HSl6TD

Ulfleyseflev

ES ) wiren et eaflesr
IFFMISHMD  GHODUUSNETS  6T(HdbSHLILI(HILD
BL_GUIG HENSBHET ITEHE,

(iv) Gupuiy NrCss GFwevrsri Lflaysaflsd sri (b
WITENEITHENSIT  HFHMISHMV  &GHWDLILISNHS TS
augey - GFeveys F L Ggler cpsvid Curglwersy
BlF) @a1550UL (BeiTensT

CTETLIENS Sjsui @)FaFenLid @ plaflliuimyr?

(24) @)STCmeL, ereir?

asked the Minister of Tourism and Sports:
@  Will heinform this House -

() the number of Divisiona Secretaries
Divisons that are prone to thrests of wild
elephants;

(i) the number of Divisiond Secretaries
Divisons in Kurunegala District that
undergoes the threats of wild elephants;

(iii) the measures that have been taken to
minimize the threats of wild elephants that
exigt in the aforesaid Divisona Secretaries
Divisons; and

(iv) whether adequate funds have been dlocated
through the Budget to minimize the threats
of wild dephants that exist in the aforesaid
Divisona Secretaries Divisions?

(b) If not, why?

OO0 BT WO EIBEZ DHmH

(orewsTyLll@ SWhHs & HeTTSVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

®0 Bewdds ®»ONGHROA, @0 W B
3@ n® 005edsT 8 & ydmwd BEnT; @¢mrdo.

(@ (i) o> a8 nbss B HPedBs eFmO emDdes
o 1128,

(i) =oren0c Sdhmed O a8 nisme e
HedBe oFm® emddes 0878

(i) o g8 »&sy gd® BBO weyo ev #AB
8w son ¢ed.

o8m yedr D BB OO 9t B8O

©O®a) 0 DOOBY DS €Hw O 888 Sl OO
92 RBe.

a8 ogdo 3@
808 O a8 a8
2368 OOE @oE = 8®
8w B0 GO BB®

S)500 @0 a8 eO8 R E®

(iv) @D, 2Ond Danewsy Db8m aw D 8T
IS 0O 00n yBwcm o &80
e31Ce® 0 g>.

() o1 @ E.

@G gead ged8-w» Sum

(resryfl@ CFrd HCuABis)

(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe)

©01 Bewdss »Osnemn®A, ©®0 ¢nd; y@» BBvw
205Iny Beamnds. BT 00 # @B 53BD & and yE»
20 O BB Ben OO ¢¥ ans Y@ awsIesy By

Bedann § crBn g@wmwusT: mOE ¢d® /B
CsuslBr® GlFsTmisTar @)evBiendgsd GG TilsvTeari:
Lygflenerrser @emmiiL
SRI LANKAN MIGRANT WORKERS : MINIMIZATION OF
PROBLEMS

5856/°15
7. ©6 xIm et Ovmo
(orevryifl@ FThHs LiewTLTT)
(The Hon. Shantha Bandara)
Bodn dBw g@imsnBwens’ ¢y yadmae - (1):
(@) (i) ©® o» 80 dfw wgw Sedaon §
CooBB5T e3:092500 @O €D
(i) ©® 880 ewus WIOsTed wi B38ed
gBamwesy 0053 005y Daewsy ems®end;
(i) 92B%edl Sednon GOIPWHIO ©ndH VOG
30® BB om CIBY HEDHO Hwo ©8®
»oedc;
@535 IRBw wewst misTemde?
(1) o0 el ®®, & osie?
Qeuafllpr B Qariflévsuriifiy — yewwsFenrds G
aflesrm:

(o) () Q@emerallsy OasrflvsEpdhsrs  Ceusflbr(h

ClFssTm6iTer (R)eVBIeH S WIS 6TEvTEwTISH NS WTH;
(i) @eurseflaisiter
o ersafleTsib sHefsh ClausuGeumras wrgs;

Cluesstaeaflesrg o

(i) erdlioumd HTEVGHSL QeuaflBr) GClFsTmysiTer
oo SIS EH G
Urgflensirasemar gemmass GnelETsiTEnd &ifls

CareiTnddn Lg it

LG HENSHBET ILITEne

eTETLIEN S Sjsui @GO Reurymr?
(=) B)et18mev, 76517

asked the Minister of Foreign Employment:
@ Wil shedate-
() ‘"the number of Sri Lankans who have
migrated for employment;
(i) separately, the percentage of men and
women among them; and
(iii) the prompt steps taken to minimize the
problems encountered by the migrant
employeesin future?
(b)  If not, why?

OO0 DEM FRewIce Owx8we (Beda dRBwo

352 Bew)

(wrenryflg (Hmwg) sosr SybsGsTre

Qs TifleveumiiliL] SjewLodair)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale - Minister of Foreign

Employment)

©0] Bewdss mOnemnOB, 98 ydmwed ged 8
8800w Beds B BEQS ewian* m»ox ..

- QeuaflBmi_ (B
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[oct mEme anemddc @udw]

* wwieduw On Dd» ¢ EET:
*FLr S S8 eweusssii L ol
* Answer tabled:

:ﬁ) i Year [Male Female |Total
3 2005) 5679 7951| 13630
2006 13314 15911 29225
2007| 15702| 16861 32563
2008| 16979 18760] 35739
2009| 16147 19820] 35967
2010| 24364 28091 52455
2011| 36058 39390 75448
2012| 70112| 81868] 151980
2013| 117892| 90201| 208093
2014| 170569| 103616 274185
Grand
Total 486816| 422469| 909285
i
2005 2006
Male | Female | Total % Male | Female| Total %
Final 3021 5979 5000 41.67] 7419| 11399| 18818| 45.56
Self 2658 1972 4630 58.33| 5895 4512 10407| 54.44
Total | 5679 7951| 13630 13314 15911] 29225
2007 2008
Male |Female| Total | % | Male [Female Total | %
Final 7458| 11634| 19092| 48.22 8118| 13207| 21325| 475
Self 8244| 5227| 13471 51.78 8861| 5553| 14414{ 525
Total | 15702| 16861| 32563 16979| 18760| 35739
2009 2010
Male |Female| Total | % | Male | Female| Total %
Final 8063| 14258] 22321 44.89| 12028 21134] 33162 46.45
Self B0B4| 5562| 13646| 55.11| 12336 6957| 19293] 53.55
Total | 16147| 19820| 35967 24364| 28091| 52455
2011 2012
Male | Female| Total % Male | Female| Total %
Final 16403| 28895 45298| 47.79| 37790| 63535|101325| 46.13
Self 19655| 10495| 30150| 52.21| 32322| 18333| 50655| 53.87
Total || 36058| 39390| 75448 70112| 81868]151980
2013 2014
Male [Female Total | % | Male |Female| Total %
Final 62537 65303| 127840| 56.7| 94450 71284| 165734 62.21
Self 55355| 24898| 80253 43.3| 76119 32332 108451| 37.79
Total | 117892| 90201| 208093 170569| 103616| 274185
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:
@  Will hestate-

(i) whether the authority to import tar to Sri
Lanka was held exclusvely by Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation;

(i) whether that corporation ill holds that
authority;

(iii)  whether other companies have been granted
permission to import tar, in addition to the
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation;

(iv) if so, the names of those companies; and

(v) why that authority held by the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation was revoked?

(b) If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and the Minister of Policy
Planning, Economic Affairs, Child, Youth and Cultura
Affairs:

(@ Isheawarethat -

(i) the Ministry of Economic Development of
the previous Government had taken action
to develop infrastructure facilities; and

(i) alarge amount of money had been allocated
for the &bove purpose a Divisond
Secretary's Division level for the year 2014?

(b)  Will he state-

(i) whether action has been taken to release the
allocations for the completed work, which
functioned under above (3) (ii); and

(i) the courses of action that will be taken with
regard to some of the work that have been
stopped hafway due to heavy rains?

(©  If not, why?
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"Government Development Projects Executed through District and
Divisional Coordinating Committees.

Thisrefersto my letter of February 2, 2015 on the same subject.

This is to inform you that it has been decided to revoke with
immediate effect, the decision to temporaly hold on the
development projects executed through District and Divisional
Coordinating Committees by that letter subjected to the following
exceptions.

The original decision will continue to hold for:

(@ the projects that have not been awarded following proper
procedures

(b) the distribution of goods other than items for which part
payments have been made by individuas, livestock and
plants available at District and Divisiona Secretariat.

Please take actions to obtain funds for these projects from relevant
ministries and Treasury.”
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U @)FFew LG pledliumyr?
@) @erGmev, syeir?

asked the Minister of Defence:
@  Will hedtate-

(i) whether he is aware that a specia loan
scheme by the name of ‘Ranaviru Divi
Neguma’ was Started to direct the disabled
war heroes to engage in self-employments;,

(i) if so, the self-employments for which loans
will be granted under that |oan scheme; and

(iii) the minimum and maximum amount
granted as a loan to dat a oHf-
employment?

(b)  Will heinform thisHouse -

(i) of the procedure that should be followed to
obtain a loan under the ‘Ranaviru Divi
Neguma’ loan scheme; and
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(ii) of the security and conditions for the loan
along with the interest rates charged for the
loan?

(¢ If not, why?
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(@) @)er@Cmev, sr6ir?

asked the Minister of Highways, Higher Education

and Investment Promotion:

(@  Will heinform this House -

(i) separately, the years in which lands were
taken over for the last time, to broaden the
“Main Street”, “Siri Kurusa Road” and
“Mangala Road” of Gampaha Town; and

(i) separately, pertaining to each road, of the
years in which the compensation was paid
for the aforesaid lands so teken over, if
compensation has been paid by now?

(b)  Will he state -

() whether dl lands which were taken over,
intending the development of the aforesaid
roads, have been physicdly utilized, for the
benefit of the public;

(i) whether there are lands that have not been
utilized at present for the benefit of public
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despite the fact that they were taken over
intending road development; and

(iii) if so0, the roads on which such lands are
located?

(¢ If not, why?
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne - Deputy Minister of
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Beda dBw ¢@imunBwensy gy y@mw - (2) !

(@) o8z 2009 80 2013 ¢ mEw BE dBws wewo
Bedaon § & codmwsi gods’ v ewdded,
DEOIBT®ENEIDE  ewghed @y eodms 85w
AB0BTOE @@ 83w Bw Buws %00 BEICO 0®®
8D mPs WO Bede ws¥m 8w wewsy
®OTemE?

(0) Bedn dBwDE ewr 83w wim »OWD e Bw Gw
an BERCD § o doda 0dd BB mobvo-rns

05 G Bw@bon mDed ety Ondw wewsy
wosSeme?

(7)) o0 deEn®, S &xsie?

Qeuafllpri B$ Garifleveuriitiyy YyewwiFemrds GCasi L

aflesr:

(o) 2009 @psev 20130 e[ suswyuleVTET EHASI
Yat(h) BTGBl  CeuemeVeu TIILIL|SEHHESBTSH
Qeuallpr®) GCFsrmysiter @evmienamswigseflsy afl L
usnflsafley, OarifipsFrensy Caewsuullsy  LHMID
gemerit LVCaum CgTiflevsafled mHUL(HererGLTg)
@)mbseuiseflssr
@) FFemLIdbE
eTeTLIENS Sjeui @GO Reuryr?

6TGOITETITI &6 S FLOUBSLOTS

aflfliyewrigyl L Ciu’ (Hsirergm

(=) Qeuallpr BS OGarflvseflsy  mFEHLIL I HHeDSUeL
spCpadgbGNu  allasdlsd  @nhbgeuisdr  LbhH
@evniens Geuaflbri (h Gsusweveumiiiiyrs Liewflwugsn
Guom s revwvT(heiTem [BL_611q S6W &6

wrensuGweTLIENGU)d Sjeui GO Heuryr?

@) @G, sreir?

asked the Minister of Foreign Employment:

(@ Will she dtate whether this House has been
informed of the number of Sri Lankans who died
while being employed in domestic service,
factories and various other jobs, out of those who
had gone overseas for employment from the year
2009 t0 2013?

(b)  Will she dso state the measures taken by the Sri
Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment regarding
those who died under suspicious circumstances
while being employed overseas?

(¢ If not, why?
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Oui GBI Beurymr?

()

@rGmev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Highways, Higher Education
and Investment Promotion:

@ Wil hestate-

@)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

the length and the width of the road that is
relevant to the Naramma a-Madampe Road
Development Project of the Kurunegala
Digtrict;

the period of time that will be spent for the
renovation work of the aforesaid road;

whether the constructor of the aforesaid
road was sdected through a tender
procedure;

if so, the name of the bidder/ ingtitution that
was selected;
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(v) the sources from which funds will be
obtained for the aforesaid project; and

(vi) the cost that will be incurred for
congtructing one kilometre of the aforesaid
road?

(b)  Will heinform thisHouse -

(i) whether a traffic control plan has been
identified for the duration of construction
work on the aforesaid road; and

(i) if so, the amount of money alocated for the
above purpose out of the entire project?

(o Will hedso date-

() the number of persons who will be affected
through the implementation of the aforesaid

project;

(i) whether compensation has been paid to
those affected parties; and

(iii) if so, the details of those who have been
paid compensation?

(d) If not, why?
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[06 eordd gedBw @wvmo]

asked the Minister of Defence:
(@  Will heinform this House -

() whether the programme for granting an
dlowance of Rs. 100,000 for the birth of the
third child of the families of security forces
personnel, implemented as per aproposa of
the2011 Budget, is still in operation; and

(ii) of the procedure to be adopted by a member
of security forces to receive the above
allowance in respect of the birth of the third
child?

(b)  If not, why?

OF OBBID WS TNBCH DHm0

(e i@ SWhHs &HeTTSVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

©0T Bewdws mONEDROB, @wiem aLimnne

0DNedsy O0 OO yEHd BENS wmen* momds.

* s10@8w On 2> ¢ 8EHO:
* ST GBIV sweuSBLILIL L aflswL !
* Answer tabled:
(@) (i) o 2011 go D@ 0wleznds and Y ewdE
cud€uried sPEOC @dlm ¢dmom SwdP0 wy
RYsted s sBwine emt) B wew nst addig
OB BEodew oR® APHO 6l BBV (6D w&wo
Gi8we@ 100,000z aiader 80 Buod@m Sw. e®wm
Sods DsosaBem ece 2011, 2012, 2013 decde
Qugen RBIOD (OO wewr B O Se.
(i) B8R vPED ewdw mSH CID guwed BHEOE o
COBY BRBIOD ¢G50 B8 Gi8BwE 100,000 yBcEw
e BB 8Os HO 8N WO OBeOST ©eyd, O©
€@woed 58sY g “ubim 9BBRG3e® dined, Cmo
WD el sy VWed BHI®O NS WOD
Cled.
1. ¢t coend Bw/d cismBed
CeadGednE 1B DO
2. eoned cdusin wudma
3. 25705 ¢GiDr DO wuBm S OO (Be8Pm o
©» GOted eI wudm P OB 85T
@3 G BES O8xY)

() o> ond.

ewd 83»

Bewdus 2Sr15nemn®)

(Nrdlé FuThTLsT SjeuiTder)

(The Deputy Speaker)

gdm gom 10 -5141/'14- (1), o6 a8 Gusimrdess®

®®m.

@0 ge@d W gedB.w Ovm

(orevwryil@ oCaFrd HCulnis)

(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe)

©0T Bewi®s mOsnemR®B, ©d a8 Dsimnrdess®

®umn 00NedsT ©8 OO yame gwmo.

OO0 BT WO EIBEZ DDmH

(orewsTyLll@ SWhHS & HeTTHVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

00 Bewd®s »OnemROB, BB ¥ OB

3@ n® e0NedDsT OO IO yELwd BT 8O wewo wB
e¢® DCHH 9EE B8I5n.

g @ ol 9E8ex BESO Bewlw wom @&
aflaarreney wDEWTG STEHID FLOFLINGSES HL 1 eneruli LI L g).
Question ordered to stand down.
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asked the Minister of Education:
(@  Will heinform this House -

(i) whether a policy decison has been taken
recently to avoid providing the opportunity
to Pirivena teachers to engage in eection

duty;
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(i) the reasons for not providing the
opportunity to Pirivena teachers to engage
in election duty at the National Elections
heldin 2010 and 2011; and

(iii)  whether action will be taken to provide the
opportunity to Pirivena teachers to engage
in election duty a the Loca Government
Provincial Council and Nationa Elections
infuture?

(b) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

No funds have been released to the Government from
the Foreign Exchange Reserves of the Central Bank of
Sri Lanka. We have not released US Dollars 124 million,
as you mentioned. The Foreign Exchange Reserves of
this country as at 13" March were US Dollars 6,175.3
million. The Primary Dealers have already been given an
appointment on the 23", | think someone has misled you
and, | do not think that we should be getting
appointments from the Primary Dealers. So, that would
answer your question and this information of US Dollars
124 million being released is not correct. | have got this
information from the Central Bank.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Have you not withdrawn that from the -
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

No. We have to withdraw that and pay to the
Government. We have not given it. | got the information
from the Central Bank.
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No, no. If we withdraw it, we can give it only to the
Government; | cannot take it anywhere else.
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as’B® vg S Bgeo. | insisted on apublic auction because
private placements have led to corruption and lack of
transparency. Previoudly, parcels of Government Bonds
were handed out to selected individuals on a favoured basis
through a system of private placement. It took place outside
the normal auctions of Government Bonds. These are what
the Primary Dealers are saying. You must look at the facts.
WOEn S ACTD). B O & DD OB,
SBwx ¢wwz’. Private placements were usually as large as
ten times bigger than the amount of Government Bonds sold
through the auctions. 3Ewmwx ¢d®e®s private
placementsee 8Gwm cwexm ozimd. & cwe ocslesy
w0930, This led to an unhealthy link between some of the
officers of the Centra Bank’s Public Debt Department,
Primary Dedlers and large corporations who benefited from
such private placements. This practice only enriched a
handful of cronies of the previous Government. e® e®mxic
Yeed? g@cfess public auctions ABYen® @8 private
placementsdEO o, e@m» oo Bod. o®m ©®
Aemed yBsFR0c0 86d@&. Records confirm that private
placements had become a norm rather than an exception. In
just one instance in 2013, Rs. 16 billion worth of 5-year
bonds were sold through auction at a yield of 10.9 per cent.
Thereafter, Rs. 76 billion worth of the same bonds were sold
through private placements at a higher yield of 11.42 per
cent. Who stood to benefit from such acts? The answer is
obvious. These Primary Dealers, who are giving all these
information, forget the tricks that they have been up to. This
may be a fight between rogues.
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zy@i. At this particular auction, where criticism has been
levelled, there were 36 bids from various Primary Dealers
amounting to just over Rs. 20 billion. @® B 48 8c wwsy
meched y8IR edsledd »Oediw amdB. e®m» Om
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There has been no change of it. The monies that were
raised were paid to the Treasury to fund the Divisional-
level Development Projects, which was the subject of

discussion in the House recently. eimysf eostn aedend
O5i5n® On meg § ydmwed. 0® »OGE» B
WO Bedmrdig, tinde B ICTTD OO0 0® wed 20
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Subsequent to this bond issue, allegations of insider
trading were made. The name of the Governor was
mentioned in these allegations and aspersions were cast.
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@® ©wew eCm Seddmw IEE eOmr. &5 BBk
008w O5Yesy oy IO BGdAD ¢y 8w PwemBBS
D13000W2 @OD) WD, OBBOS EWMEDZE EWIWBI OB
8D, »Ye wed? ®ed HhE CHEBCH® OBn® w0 uiE
BeeFBOw BB, GhE cFBEm® o 9 .
O D130 9575 =0 O” ¢ WE. IR BHHTD WD
@200 OO W OWO OO G R Hoed W OO »HOY
EBeBEE® IO sBeys ®Wwdd ux meg. § Snoxm
00008, §8eE BBwm 5 3w ey eduvg®»O -Ood
BE SO®D- @ vB BIO ©w@ITVewsy dn@ @
MEeE B30¥d AstAmzn®mdeds 83w ©® RBosiesy
®90s&. But, | said, "Compound the case, as | do not want to
spoil his future or the future of the other lawyers like Maithri
Gunaratne, and finish it off". | am not interested in pursuing
it or going ahead with it.

e0® Oxwdwd WO 83» B omzn OB ¥BE
BecEB83w. ¥y IO BeddEddes OEc A8
00 Rewsy eddern EP BOTd wided 83 gewn. ©wed
08 I B85 25T vy 00dernd 90 WS exmo.
[@000 BB D08 DT, DoB @DBIB. [P BB®F] He is
not a lawyer. He was one of our candidates for the 2010
General Elections. - [/nterruption.] Yes, I know. £96 »®8
YD & »0®mwd gdevm God. [aih RIS @D, ©®
¢s¥mon. So, we did not give him nominations and he went
with General Sarath Fonseka and later got elected to the
Western Provincial Council. I have no problem about that.
©® Berlesy Iw&B. This is the one that "Sirasa" has
produced.
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@0 GBS Bwaznwm Bvm
(el @ wedld Herprds)
(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake)
DO ©WI0. DO EWITT.

Rewdss DOzncemn®o

(LNrglé suThTsT jeuiss)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! ®0; @9@im9® > D).

@G 0B E Spe8-w» Svm

(omesrLyfl@ rewilsL allsHrvdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, our behaviour has caused some
public esteem for Parliament to come down. But, when |
looked at this, - my God! - we are angels compared to
these people. - [Interruption.]

vy B wge 8O aldn Oodslesy Qum BDE) Eo
Bednm gnd, 0@ sdFsem »OYn ¢dws’ Om ond Y »O
Cot5m8 WOGROBLY DreB 8B83m PO ¢ OO ¢ Beanmda.
®0 suspend oD DEWW Y. OB d¥esT BB Beso
D@0 I5IB) S BODr. ©@® Ben @S W GBS
s8e e OF0e® 8ud® @Y wEw & Bedmdr. o®®
DR B0 080 &5 YEOCHsT Bwr WE GSBO Dt 0w
D850 edmd nIFOWE. YO aBs Heed mwy,
80 gudwd. enes wrim BOeDW By ewew ednx, OB
Dem ¢R8P0 B85 afes’ me gn® Bv HdE 00 O,
- if there is something that he has to sign - & 88d¢ Boemnway
B30 BB @ BBesBOCwed cuecE R 0B
DCEHECEn DD, 0B eWeHWO gniwsl WOBIB
8¢, 0On® gfury WO OO0 ¢ BB DG WO
auoon. That is the high standards we are bringing in here
and let us see what the findings are and then, if you want to
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put this matter to a select committee, certainly go ahead and
put it to a select committee. I am not opposed to it.

®0; Bewedss  ®»ONemn®B, CBed  Oed8d
©0derndn ey ¢dENOm, & BEAC yBd ¢sdo, &
o e NEO0 sBFsen HOYOW uvr BRIV, OBsy
e 0B & B8O 8Be0sInd ved ymaws B3O
O 9Bvosed 0® 8¢ Driery g Om00&. That is, I am
accepting the fact that we are supreme; that the Central Bank
is supreme. If you all have other ways of doing, certainly - I
have always said this from that side of the House and I am
practising it from this side of the House.

gy B ¢ Deom 8O EEH BEe Yer Fodned 8¢
g oPOB gndmm wOITD 0dIcrNdsy BEICO owowo
NEO O @udsy B»OM (@ BPew. & @DLENOE OV
»OYn wog @, »sT B as Dend. g ensi® 8¢ e
@rleos @® C¥w enD BB WY IED FWO®W YRtdd
BBOB. S, & mEed 039GO @ WS B 8O
e g¢ B0wsy 0@ JBwd vl wwsin 9fun & B35 .
S EEedsin edamemed emdunnr. 8ddd vrlew
T30 Bw® v VwEI®Y VB PO BHO Gw®
defend =53 @2v;.

There are a number of allegations of violations of the
Colombo Stock Exchange market rules and the Securities
and Exchange Commission regulations. Under the last
Government, there were a large humber of allegations.
The minor ones were compounded and 13 large cases
were abandoned purportedly on the lack of evidence.
They were not investigated nor settled when it should
have been probed further. The Members of the Securities
and Exchange Commission was providing power for these
people. | would like this to be recorded in the Hansard. |
have requested the Securities and Exchange Commission
to go into these cases. If necessary, | will bring legidlation
to permit such inquiry. | am aso seeking for the
appointment of a Parliamentary Select Committee to
inquire into these transactions. @ & 88ae ewfss1d ¢zs
988u 0 Beanmdr. gBned 8g Hoed o@mwmnle, T
dcsIm d»y - and what are the laws necessary to control
this market. They played hell out of our economy - &
glocewd god eaiSmwe 3B »Sc Bedsiesy. Since some
of the issues raised are under consideration by the
Committee, | prefer to give an elaborate answer after the
report is submitted. oo ams ensnwm OERHOR, ©@w»d
gD 912 E0DC; VIS v BemyDs. 90 S v D
Dm0 ezt Bedmdn. It is atechnica report. @
96 DI 0O, @® Dlredsy 88d RS DOBIH.

80 @® o ®w¥ed D w0 I BEac dedamwe
DOTHO, Bewed qend vg DOBIHO gdma Crednd.
250 0@ V-05IZ GOOZI By W DT YOO wwessy
O, Bewdd wo wdaden DD gu B85 BE®rens
B0 Beadmd. AT ¢5¥ Jewsy mB B3O ¢d@smdn

NP7 0w @O0 Dt Wednwds ewcl. ndsmw BTO,
B 015388 ewd gy O1IOEE e’ RYHTO edes diesy
1. 38 B mced PO 8®»d Wedy v S BI®
D & Wedy S AT 98 ORwWO m®-d ¢& By €.

Now, | would like to cite some of these instances.
Take the case of Nimal Perera. There were large numbers
of surveillance referrals made to the Colombo Stock
Exchange. Nevertheless, you allowed him to head the Pan
Asia Bank. - [Interruption.] Heis not fit and proper. That
is what | have to go into. You put two ex-Central Bank
employees to head two commercia banks - Ranee
Jayamaha and Dheerasekara - thereby having it under the
control of the Rajapaksa regime. You put ex-employees,
with an additional retirement pension like in Avant
Guard. Avant Guard 90 850 es»edd, e®m®»Os
e®E) PENSION 820 osfmo. 30 ©e3d & gw D BICDE DE?.

The National Savings Bank purchased 13 per cent of
the Finance Company shares at Rs. 50 per share. That is
Rs. 20 above the market value. The masterminds behind
this were Ajith Devasurendra and Dinal Wijemanne.
Today, the Finance Company has recorded accumulated
net losses of Rs. 16 billion. Thisiswhat | want to stop.

®C OB WS €maB5 w0
(oreiTLyfl@ rall &HeTTHTIIdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Still, the caseis pushed down.

@G 0BE Spe8-w» Svm

(omesrLyfl@ rewflsL allsHrvdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Whatever it is, we have to take action. We can even
bring laws or appoint a Select Committee. Let us go into
this and stop it once and for al. We do not like it.
ORECOWINOBTTeF C»wLwed o HOID BBEO §dd
REROED ded8D W BHE HDeEIERSTO red
00m0 83 »e®80w S8 BOy aydBdEOwmC
BB deBdrNem LuIBwed euednB®m Fm Didmo
DY oersy B ®Er. din Bodned Bwu@ 83 awv
°® BEMed owmwr NE® OSmda. Hon. Eran
Wickramaratne, who was asked to retire from the
National Development Bank - was it Russell de Mel?

@0 96T Br®SE Bwm (D@, &esed §idses)

0 GewRdEs yOBAD Hewls ¢@imsn®o)

(wremyflg  @urer  allsdrwrgear - QBB EHFTEVSET,

2 _wirssvall LHMIL YHTL B s Gailliy LNrs) ewdsi)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne - Deputy Minister of

Highways, Higher Education and Investment Promotion)

Yes.

@G 0BE Spe8-w» Svm

(omesrLyfl@ rewilsL allsHrvdlnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

50 vyd BBs essiy Bw desE ¢ 00 90 mEr. o®
8By »®&8 @¢ Primary Dealers. They are the biggest
dealers. They are the biggest Primary Dealers who are
complaining today. @®® w8exdox, g ewedEOs
@0ed8. e®0 gng § BEox wdycwsy, ©d®9BxsY
Beadmds. & Ded® Dmwmd Bedped B BIS55msd
8BEA¢ owiwo D B® 8¢ dw @ wi& @ Bnxoo.
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Take for example Dilith Jayaweera. His roles in the
Colombo Land and Development Company and the Reef
Comber have to be probed by the authorities. Another
example is Scott Newman and Kosala Heengama. Their
roles in Environment Resources Investments require very
close scrutiny.

Then, | will give you another example, the SriLankan
Airlines. The Cabinet approved, by decision
11/1459/545/009 of 4™ August 2011, the investment of
US Dallars 520 million of equity into SriLankan Airlines
and Mihin Lanka over a five-year period. A sum of US
Dollars 230 million was required for re-fleeting. The
other requirements being the repayment of bank
overdrafts/loans - US Dollars 52 million; repayment of
outstanding creditors - CPC - US Dollars 28 million and
others US Dollars Rs. 15 million; funding of working
capital (maintain adequate cash reserves) - US Dollars 94
million; investment in infrastructure/fixed assets - US
Dollars 81 million (includes investments required in
Mattala and Ratmalana Airports to provide ground
handling services); Mihin Lanka: re-fleeting - US Dollars
10 million; funding of working capital (maintain adequate
cash reserves) - US Dallars 5.5 million; repayment of
previous outstanding creditors - US Dollars 4.5 million.
The airline has received a total of US Dollars 375 million
from the previous Government. Out of this total, US
Dollars 50 million was spent on refleeting and the
balance was utilized to cover the losses. Only US Dollars
50 million. Just imagine! As a result, SriLankan Airlines
does not own a single aircraft. But, we have some air-
conditioned buses and some cars.

o0 cBERs? BEnEE @wm
(omevryLfl@ svgagLosiT &liflsTevsV)
(TheHon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Shame!

@G OBE Bn®8-w» Swm

(oreirLyfl@ rewilsy ailsalrndlnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

You al did not know what happened. This is why |
say that Parliament must be given the financial authority.
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As a result of past misdeeds, the Central Bank has
now been forced to embark on the task of re-building
their credibility and standing as the country’s most
credible financial ingtitution. This is no easy task, since
the spin masters have turned the ingtitution into a
wasteland. They left behind a legacy of mismanagement
and misrule. They have been adopting a system of private
placements of bonds. The criteria they adopted alowed
the Central Bank to cut deals with the Primary Dealers.

Rebuilding international confidence and credibility
has become an uphill task. Who are the people who are
responsible for this mess? We may have haf atrillionto a
trillion rupees worth of commitments made mainly on
highway projects and we will have to cut down on some
of them. We just cannot go on. | want to have the whole
amount disclosed to the House in time to come because
the House must decide as to what has to be done. That is
why | want the Parliament to be a Government. These are
the problems that we are facing. Y ou will also have ideas.
You were in the Government and you saw what was
happening frominside. g8 8€od gceon aufm Soo.

CB6 ®OIBITRewsY eved®B® g-red dddiwe d¢ S
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BI0B. 0 & o Bedsles? dewd gewesl. Even I have
no confidence in the private sector, these big businesses. I
am calling on the Primary Dealers and the big businesses to
say that they have to fall in line with what is happening and
be ready for a transparent society. my»z @Ccams VA
©8OW OB EOHDE, evNdeE MO 95T VWS OB
@Iy Boeww BIVD ewednB® @0wd @ mEw de®
Bedmn. 00 gv® & quwd mgdm. Now, you all must
decide. You all have complained about the Central Bank and
I appointed a Committee. So, you in the private sector, tell
me about all the other people you have been associating
with. Do you want me to clean it up or are you going to clean
it up? That is what [ want to ask.

The Associate Editor of the “Daily Mirror”caled on
Arjuna Mahendran to resign. But, long ago, Kesara
Abeywardena ran an article asking me to resign as the
Leader of the UNP. Fortunately, | did not take his advice.
So, | cannot be advising anyone to follow Kesara
Abeywardena's advice. Mr. Kesara Abeywardena was a
lackey of the Rajapaksa regime, who is guilty of covering
up blatant attacks on media freedom. Such persons of
guestionable integrity preaching morals to us is not only
reprehensible but also abhorrent. His colleagues are
calling on him to “go in the name of God - go”. If he
resigns, then he can set an example for Arjuna Mahendran
to resign.

Has the media not been irresponsible? “The Sunday
Leader” owner, Asanga Seneviratne, runs a business that
has made |osses from the inception. How isit that he has
so much money to pour in the business of creating public
opinion? Where does that money come from? From
where are the funds? These are al those who benefited
from the Rajapaksa’s. | am sure Members of this House
are aware that one electronic media outlet has made me a
target. Hardly a day passes without a campaign of
misinformation and character assassination; all because |
am not prepared to dance to the tune of the owner and
meet his demands. | must confess that | am emboldened
by what they are doing. It has given me courage and
strengthens my resolve to expose their sinister motives.
There is also an ugly side to it. Innocent people are being
misled but such numbers are dwindling. Their
performances have ruined their credibility and lost them
the trust of the public.

One reason for this is that Indian Companies are
looking for oil and gas in the Pak Strait. They are
exploring for natural gas. There is one company with
strong media connections that wants to partner with one
of these Indian Oil Exploration Companies. However, the
only credible partner for Indians in Sri Lanka is the
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation. No one €else has their
expertise. So, | have said that | will not alow
collaboration with any other Sri Lankan Company. You
go by yourself or come with the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation. Naturally, they must be annoyed with me.

Thisisjust money for nothing. Why should | give money
for nothing, the money that should come back to the
people. | am not prepared to do this. | am for the private
sector, but not for this type of private sector. esedoBm
a@ed, drn Vodnoed wy el edege omeg Bedn
29O mmn 9d BIVD O e & 83500, ©@® VvE»WIed
Qould. O® @@ s’ ecsTes’ PVELHDOB. ©wWdith R
©50ed&E.

| also want to state that there is an imperative need in
Sri Lanka for an Independent Broadcasting Authority.
This is like the one existent in the United Kingdom to
ensure ethical and fair conduct. Some institutions at
present have become tools in the hands of their owners,
who have to protect not only their business empires but
aso, more importantly, their secrets and sinister
ambitions.

In fact, | have a letter sent to me by Mr. Arjuna
Mahendran of today's date, 17" March, 2015. It states, |
quote:

"Television Reports relating to Good Governance

Regarding allegations made by the Sirasa Television Network that |
had stated there was a lack of good governance in the recent auction
of Treasury bonds, | wish to state that no such comment was ever
made by me. This Television Station took a voice cut of my
conversation in which | stated that the Central bank advertised the
sale of Rs. 1 billion worth of Treasury bonds on 26" February, 2015
because it could not foresee how much could be raised through the
same auction. These comments cannot in any way be construed to
imply that there was alack of good governance.”

It is only after we assumed office that the Central
Bank adopted a more prudent system of calling for
competitive bids. As a result, the Government is able to
raise funds at the most competitive rates. This would
ensure that the Government is able to raise money at the
most competitive rates. The way the bond markets
behave and how the secondary market works can be
complicated and not many would understand the complex
nature of the transactions. But, we can compare the latest
30-year bond issued under this Government and the ones
that were issued under the previous one. The 30-year
bond of June 2014 was issued at an average interest rate
of 11.75 per cent. The latest bond was sold at 11.73 per
cent, dightly lower than the rate paid last year. This
means, we were able to raise just over Rs. 10 billion at a
rate cheaper than what the previous Government paid.

Furthermore, there are several previous instances of
the Central Bank accepting much higher volumes of bids
than what were advertised. On 14" February, 2014, Rs. 1
billion worth of Treasury Bills was offered and over Rs.
11 billion was eventually sold. On 14™ November of the
same year, Rs. 2 hillion was offered and over Rs. 13.5
billion were sold. What our Government and the Central
Bank have done is to raise money for the Government at
the best possible rates through a competitive bidding
process instead of using private placements. But, | also
want to see in this instance whether there were any
shortcomings, whether there was any fraud, whether there
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was insider trading, just to make sure. So, that will be in
the report you will get and you can debate that in the
House.

The House would agree that it is not a healthy practice
to allow private placements when we could get better
terms by opening up to a competitive environment. By
resorting to a traditional transparent auction of
Government Bonds, the Central Bank has already made
significant progress in raising funds for the Government.
You al say the auction was not transparent. So, that is
what we are looking into, to keep the House informed.
Just last week, a record of Rs. 100 billion was raised in
four auctions to repay Rs. 79 billion of bonds coming due
this week and to keep funding Government projects. This
is al money that we need for all the issues that the Hon.
Shantha Bandara raised after he became the head of the
SLFP Youth League. We wish him all the best of luck.
The most important aspect of the entire issue is the
transparent manner in which we responded to the
criticism directed at us from various quarters. We never
stifled any voice of criticism.

The media, the civil society, and political parties were
given total freedom to voice their opinion on the bond
issue. There were no white-vans at the doorsteps of those
who criticized the Government on this matter. Secret units
did not tap their telephones. No one received threatening
telephone calls after voicing their opinion on the bond
issue at public forums like they did in the past, under the
watch of the Rajapaksa regime. The people, the
Legidature, the civil society and the media were either
hoodwinked or intimated when it came to problems
involving public money. That is the main difference of the
present Government. It acts in a responsible manner and
is accountable to the public as well as to Parliament.
When | raised a question about the Colombo Port City
issue in Parliament, the previous Government said that
documents of the deal should be brought to Parliament in
lorries; not even on a bicycle. That was the manner in
which they responded to allegations levelled by the
Opposition. If those documents were brought, we could
have avoided some of the steps that we are taking today.

Two Directors-General of the Securities and
Exchanges Commission - SEC - were forced to resign
when they tried to investigate alegations of corruption.
Journalists were not even alowed to write about the
circumstances under which the Directors-Genera of the
SEC had to leave their positions. We have acted in a
totally different manner, demonstrating that we are a
Government that is accountable to Parliament.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Rajiva Wijesinha)

Hon. Deputy Spesker, | am very grateful for this
opportunity to explain my position, following the question

raised about this in the House two weeks ago. But, | am
also very sorry because | had hoped that it would not be
necessary for me to explain what occurred, which led to
my resignation.

I am compelled, however, to speak, given what seems
to have been a mideading account to the House. The
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, who raised the question,
spoke to me the next day and indicated that the response
was nothing has changed. | spoke to the Hon. Prime
Minister about this, and said that it was wrong for him to
imply that | was still a State Minister. His answer was
that my resignation had not been accepted. But, as he
should know better than me, such acceptance is not
relevant. The Congtitution is very clear that a Minister
shall continue to hold office unless he “resigns his office
by a writing under his hand addressed to the President”.
To confirm my resignation, | would like to table* my
letter of resignation. It is both in Sinhala and English,
and | would like both versions tabled.

It is clear, Hon. Deputy Speaker, that | have resigned
with effect from 17th of February, a month ago. The
Ministry accepted that fact in taking back the cheque for
my saary for the whole month and sending me instead a
cheque for only half a month. My resignation was
because the Cabinet Minister, having first told me that |
would have to do al the work because he had to
concentrate on the election, then took decisions without
consulting or even informing me. | told him once that this
was unethical, when he ordered the Secretary to the
Ministry to look into matters pertaining to the activities
of the earlier Minister. But, then he went further, and
instructed the members of the University Grants
Commission to resign, without bothering to inform me.
He told me when | inquired that this was under pressure
from the FUTA. But, FUTA itself has gone on record
with regard to the charges it made against the Chairman
of the UGC to say that “If the Government wishes to
inquire, we would most certainly welcome such a move”.
But, in redlity, the Minister and the Prime Minister made
a decision to act at the meeting held with FUTA on 27th
January and ignored all principles of decency in going
through with their decision.

The FUTA record of the meeting - which | table* -
noted that the Prime Minister said that the UGC Members
would be requested to resign.

Request letters should come through the Secretary to
the President which is the legal position. The Minister,
Hon. Kabir Hashim, said that he requests al Council
members to resign.

On that very day, 27th January, the Cabinet Minister
wrote to the President in a letter, which | also table,* to
say, "We, therefore, request permission of Your
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Excellency to request the Chairperson and Members of
the UGC to tender their resignations”.

But, when he received no response, he took matters
into his own hands. Though the President told me very
clearly on the morning of 12th February that he had not
ordered her removal, the Cabinet Minister had written a
letter to the Chairman of the UGC informing her that the
President had directed him to obtain her resignation,
which letter | table*.

That was not correct. We came into office, Hon.
Deputy Minister, on the promise of good governance.
Thisis not good governance. Y ou do not tell untruths and
take the name of the President in vain. | must also report
that neither the Prime Minister nor the Minister kept any
of the promises they made to me subsequent to my
resignation.

On 12th February, the Cabinet Minister said that he
had been asked by the President to resolve the issue, and
he pledged that henceforward | could take decisions. His
interpretation of this was that | could choose members of
the UGC from lists in the Prime Minister’'s Office. The
Prime Minister has no business to have such lists. He has
no business to interfere with the University Grants
Commission unless he believes that the Constitution has
already been changed to allow him to take all executive
power into his own hands, without being elected to such
authority. The Constitution has not been changed. He
must respect the President.

The Cabinet Minister realized the situation was
untenable and told me that he would inform the Prime
Minister to appoint me to the Cabinet portfolio. He failed
to do this. The Prime Minister called me on Saturday,
having been told of the problem by the Hon. Niranjan
Deva Aditya, and promised to get back to me, but he did
not. The Cabinet Minister reiterated his view on Monday,
the 16th. That evening, the Prime Minister called me and
said that he had to consult former President Chandrika
Kumaranatunga. He promised to call me the next day to
let me know the situation, but did not. His lame excuse
when we spoke after his miseading statement in the
House, was that it had been impossible to get in touch
with her because she was in England. It seemed to me, as
| told him, that that was no way to run a government. He
merely shrugged.

All this makes clear, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that | need
to confirm that | am no longer a Minister, and must be
treated as a "Private Member". As you may be aware, |
have proposed two Consgtitutional amendments, one in
fulfilment of the pledge in the Manifesto to reform the
electoral system, which | table*.

* gepaaced mad g».
* preflenViIS B0 ewauds LI (Hlarens).
* Placed in the Library.

The Secretary-General told me that | could not bring
this forward since | was not a "Private Member". But, |
trust he will recognize that with my letter tabled, there
can be no question of my being a Minister. | am definitely
a "Private Member". As my letter of resignation makes
clear, | am happy to continue as a "Private Member" and
work towards fulfilling the principles on which this
Government was elected. | am sorry for the students
though, because nothing seemed to have moved in the
Ministry after | left, contrary to what was said two weeks

ago.

Last week | was sent about 50 unopened letters
addressed to the State Minister. None of them had been
looked at. | wrote to the Cabinet Minister to say that it is
important that the Government responds to the public. |
believe he should be concentrating on winning the
election in which his party is trying to dragoon the
country far sooner than it should be held and he finds it
difficult to multi-task. But, this must be done, assuming
the Government is serious.

To show how much can be done with concentrated
effort, | am tabling* some of the work done during my
brief tenure at the Ministry, which included a new draft
Act, which | was able to prepare in six weeks with the
support of former Vice-Chancellors, and also two draft
Cabinet Papers on Divisional Level Language Centres
and a University Press.

| do hope these are taken forward. | would urge the
Deputy Minister, who has been asked to undertake the job
and, who | know is capable of multi-tasking, to please
work on these.

For my own part, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | am content to
leave all thisto an effective Minister, and | will now work
on the reforms to which we are pledged. But, the
exception is abolishing the Executive Presidency, as
opposed to cutting down on its powers. Replacing an
Executive President with an all-powerful Executive Prime
Minister would be an enormous mistake, given the
manner in which this Government is behaving. | am
deeply sorry that the Nineteenth Amendment to the
Constitution, which was gazetted has ignored the
decisions taken at the meeting of Party Leaders on
Sunday. The Gazette of the Nineteenth Amendment is a
disgraceful performance because it violates the
commitments that were entered into last Sunday.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the blatant manner in which
political appointments are now being made, the recall to
the mast of septuagenarians who cut their administrative
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teeth a third of a century ago who have no good
reputation and more, the failure to keep so many of the
promises of this Manifesto that are in the people's
interests as opposed to that are of politicians, is
frightening.

Sir, we need to entrench systems of good governance
and accountability. This is not difficult, as you can see
from the swift progress of the Committee on Standing
Orders, the Minutes of which | would like to table*, even
though the Prime Minister wanted to postpone this.

| have also put forward a Motion to introduce a Bill of
Rights, which | will table* which was prepared through
the Ministry of Disaster Management and Human Rights
over five years ago.

| am sorry the last Government, despite my urging the
then President did not wish to table this. | hope this
Government will do so because entrenching fundamental
rights in the Congtitution - not only the Right to
Information but the Right to Life - isvital.

| have also proposed yesterday an amendment to the
Constitution to strengthen the Public Service, which has
been grossly neglected in the discussions thus far on
measures to reduce the powers of the Executive. Mr.
Deputy Speaker, if we are to reduce the powers of the
Executive, it has to be through building up aternative
institutions - Parliament, the Judiciary, the Public Service,
the Media - and not by simply transferring power from
President to a Prime Minister. We need accountability.

To do all this, however, requires freedom of action.
To maximize my contribution in the short period that
remains to this Parliament, | must, therefore, make clear
that 1 am no longer in the Executive Branch of the
Government. This afternoon, Sir, | found it very difficult
to find a seat. | do not wish to sit amongst the Ministers
any longer.

My commitment to His Excellency the President is
absolute and, | believe, he is the best hope for good
Government and systemic change in the future. But, in
order to make my position absolutely clear, | think it is
only correct for me now, at this stage, to cross the Floor
of this House.

Thank you.
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/Thereupon the Hon. (Prof.) Rajiva Wijesinha crossed from the
Government to the Opposition Benches.]
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Services, Welfare and Livestock Development for
report.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU
CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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Hon. Minister, you may continue with your speech.
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(TheHon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, as | rise to
speak on this Order that has been placed for approval, |
cannot but recollect the time when the Hon. Minister of
Justice and Labour Relations himself, seated on this side,
opposed the extension of this Order when it came up two
years ago. In fact, that Order had lapsed before it came up
for extension and it was he, who pointed out to the House,
that that Order could not be extended because it had
lapsed and the Order had to be remade and that is why a
bill had to be brought again, the Code of Criminal
Procedure (Special Provisions) Act, No. 2 of 2013. The
origina Act having lapsed, the Hon. Minister, the person
who pointed it out rightly at that time from the Opposition
Benches, today is propounding the extension of this
illogical and draconian provision. This is another one of
those ironies that we are faced with of a Government that
was established for good governance.

Twenty four hours time is the limit before which,
under ordinary laws, a person must be produced before a
magistrate, only to be produced before a magistrate. If he
is suspected to have committed an offence that is non-
bailable, asit is called, then the magistrate would remand
the person, certainly at least for the first 15 days and
thereafter, take over the directions of the investigations
and under Section 115 of the Criminal Procedure Code, |
believe, a magistrate would direct the investigations. That
is the safeguard that our country is used to.

The Hon. Minister himself said that merely extending
it from 24 hours to 48 hours is not going to aid the
investigation to be completed within 48 hours; nobody
expects the investigations to be completed by 48 hours. If
that be the case, what is the necessity for a person to be
retained in the custody of the police when we have so
much of evidence of abuse by the police of persons who
arein their custody? The Prevention of Terrorism Act has
an exceptional provision to the ordinary law, Section 25
of the Evidence Ordinance, that a confession made to a
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police officer maybe admissible in evidence if it is made
to a police officer not below the rank of Assistant
Superintendent of Police and subject to an inquiry by
court if its voluntariness is challenged. That has been
pronounced as a draconian provision and we know how
that particular provision has actualy impeded good
investigations. Today, we have people convicted of
offences purely on their supposed confession extracted
through torture by the police whilst the actual offenders
are, at large, roaming the streets. That is what the PTA
resulted in. | think this maybe an opportune moment for
me to urge the Government to repeal the Prevention of
Terrorism Act. The Hon. Minister was heard to say that
this is only a temporary provision, - Special Provisions -
and that it will lapse in another two years. The Prevention
of Terrorism Act was brought as a Temporary Provisions
Act for aperiod of six monthsin 1979. But, for how long
has it remained? In 1982, it was amended to remove,
"Temporary Provisions' and it was made permanent and
it has stayed in our statute books to the detriment of the
country, to the detriment of several crimes being properly
investigated and, at least, with the knowledge, with the
good knowledge, of these facts, | am saddened that the
Hon. Minister of Justice and Labour Relations is moving
for the extension of this Order.

Talking of investigations, | would also like to raise
another important issue today, and that is with regard to
the Commission on Missing Persons chaired by Mr.
Maxwell Paranagama. Missing persons or enforced
disappearances is a scourge and an atrocity that we have
committed on each other for quite a long time in this
country. Thisisthe most insidious and cruel act. It isalso
acrime that has not spared any corner of the country. We
saw this spectacle in other parts of the country in the late
1980s. We must al, therefore, be united in the pursuit of
remedies for those who have disappeared, for we are all
witness to the desperation and trauma it has unleashed on
all sections of our people.

We are mercifully, only now, beginning to emerge
from the shadows of the white-van culture and |
appreciate what the Hon. Prime Minister said this
afternoon that there is certainly a space that has opened
up: people who are complaining about various
misdemeanours and misdeeds are not getting threatening
calls, white vans are not appearing at their doorstep, and
that is to be acknowledged. Still, - the persons who are
responsible for having committed - this dastardly act of
disappearance of loved ones is continuing. No proper
investigation has taken place for the disappearances that
have taken place for the last several decades.

It is in this background that this Commission on
Missing Persons was appointed and | wish to
categorically state that this Commission, the Paranagama
Commission, has been afarce. | have been to the hearings
of this Commission at least twice and | have raised some
issues. The Government, and particularly the Foreign

Minister are well aware of this because we have heard the
Hon. Foreign Minister speak about this when he was on
this side of the House. This Commission has received
nearly 20,000 complaints, but there is a great selectivity
in the way that witnesses are called to give evidence here.
| have seen personally, the moment a witness comes close
to identifying the perpetrator in her evidence,
immediately, the Commission intervenes and stops that
evidence and starts asking about whether they have
received some chicken or some goats for their livelihood,
and invariably the mothers of the disappeared scream and
say, "l do not want a goat, | want my son back because |
handed over my son to the security forces. | am an eye
witness to this. |, myself, handed the person over. | do not
want your chickens, | do not want your goats'. That is
the pain that they suffer and this Commission has done
more to inflict pain on them than it has done to ease it.
Thisisone of those issues.

Now, there is another aspect to this. There was an
expansion of mandate given to this Commission, an
eminent group of advisers or they were so-called,
“appointed to advise this Commission”. Sir Desmond de
Silva was the Chairman of this Panel, of these advisers.
This House will note, Mr. Deputy Charman of
Committees, that the expanded mandate of inquiry that
Sir Desmond was to advise included the question of “...
whether such loss of civilian life - loss of life during the
fina stages of the war - is capable of constituting
collateral damage of a kind that occurs in the prosecution
of proportionate attacks against targeted military
objectives in armed conflicts and is expressly recognized
under the laws of armed conflict and international
humanitarian law, and whether such civilian casualties
were either the deliberate or unintended conseguences of
the rules of engagement during the said armed conflict in
Sri Lanka”.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, | state with
responsibility that Sir Desmond de Silva was previously
retained by the then Government of Sri Lanka to provide
it with an opinion with respect to the legaity of the
conduct of the Government forces during the last stages
of the war. On 23" February, 2014, five months before he
was appointed by former President Mahinda Rajapaksa to
chair the Advisory Council to the Commission, he
provided his client - the Government - with a lega
opinion stating: “Based on my instructions, my analysis
of the relevant law, from the factual matrix made
available to me and other research, my opinion is that
great mass of civilian deaths which occurred in the final
stage of the conflict were regrettable, but permissible
collateral damage’.

Sir, thisis the most serious matter. What this meansis
that when Sir Desmond de Silva was appointed as Chair
of the Advisory Council to the Commission of Inquiry - a
Commission under our law is supposed to function
independently and impartially - Sir Desmond de Silva
had already come to a conclusion on, at least, some of the
guestions the Commission he was asked to advise, was
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mandated to investigate and had communicated this
position to the Government of Sri Lanka. In other words,
the Government appointed a person who it already knew,
had formed an opinion on the question to be investigated
by the Commission, to advise that Commission. What
then, is the independence of this Commission? In fact, the
framing of the expanded mandate of the Commission
suggests that the questions may have even been drafted,
based on the opinion provided by Sir Desmond de Silva.
This is the most perversion of justice and | demand that
the new Government immediately constitute an
investigation into the conduct of Sir Desmond de Silva
and the previous Government, in conspiring to undermine
the independence of the Commission of Inquiry. | also
demand that His Excellency the President immediately
rescind Sir Desmond de Silva's appointment to the
Advisory Council as a matter of urgency in order to
secure the Rule of Law and Good Governance. But, that
is not the end of the matter.

Sir Desmond de Silva was clearly retained by the
Government prior to his providing the Government with
the opinion on 23" February, 2014. There was, therefore,
an attorney-client relationship between Sir Desmond de
Silva and the Government on questions of liability
pertaining to loss of civilian life during the last stages of
the war. It was in the context of this prevailing
relationship that Sir Desmond de Silva was appointed to
chair an Advisory Council to a supposedly independent
Commission that would inquire into the guilt or otherwise
of the Members of the Government - his client. Thisis a
clear case of blatant conflict of interest and on this count
too, | demand that the new Government of Sri Lanka, not
only immediately rescind Sir Desmond de Silvas
appointment but also forward a complaint to the Bar
Standards Board of the United Kingdom against Sir
Desmond de Silva's patent professional misconduct. |
also urge other interested parties to do the same. This
behaviour must not be tolerated by this country or by the
Bar of which Sir Desmond de Silva is a Member. What
then of the Commission of Inquiry that has been stripped
of any independence in thisway? | do not understand why
the Government continues to let this Commission of
Inquiry to function.

| propose that the existing Commission be
discontinued for it is too flawed for any good to come of
it. Instead, | propose that a fresh investigation with real
investigative powers be constituted to actively seek out
the fate of the disappeared. The complaints and
proceedings of the Paranagama Commission can be used
by this new investigation, if necessary. That body should
have the power to search, seize and even detain, if
necessary. They should be mandated with bringing
victims, sons and fathers, back.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, this is a very
serious issue with regard to inquiries. This Government,
in the latter part of February, has given a written
undertaking to the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights that it will set up a local mechanism with

technical assistance and advice from the OHCHR. But, in
fact, what it has done is that without discontinuing with
this flawed Commission, has alowed this Commission to
continue and that is the reason why when this
Commission had sittings in Trincomalee, first time after
this new Government came into being, there was
widespread protest. The protest was not about inquiring
into the fate of the disappeared, but it was about the
Paranagama Commission and how flawed that was and
despite this Government's own undertaking that this
would be rectified and a new mechanism put in place with
international supervision and assistance, this flawed
Commission was allowed to continue with the so-called
experts in international law, the Chairman of whose
panel, Sir Desmond de Silva, became most unsuitable to
function in that post due to his attorney-client relationship
with the Government of Sri Lanka five months prior to
his appointment to this Advisory Council, in addition to
several other flaws that | have explained.

This Commission continuing to function in this way
would be blatantly in violation of the undertakings given
in writing by this Government to responsible international
actors - to the UN Human Rights Council, to the UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights - and | urge that
you put these things right at the beginning itself, because
if you start going down this wrong path - it is only the
beginning - you too will end up like the Rajapaksa
regime and that is not something that we want to see.

Y ou have clearly articulated and very bravely declared
- even today, the Hon. Prime Minister made a very bold
speech in this House and we welcome that - but, if your
words are to translate into actual actions, we would like to
see some of these things properly rectified. Please do not
go down that same path. You are extending the Order
made which was flawed, even according to you, Hon
Minister, when you were seated on this side and you are
doing that today. | gave you another example of the
Paranagama Commission and the Panel of Advisers. |
urge that you do not continue with that utterly-flawed
system, the system that was an eyewash to the world.
Rather, | most respectfully urge you: be transparent, be
sincere, face the truth, because that is the only way in
which we can al together retrieve this country from the
mess that it has got into.

Thank you very much.
[¢.20. 3.42]
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Whatever the circumstances, thereis alist of 15 grave
crimes; where the magistrate has no power to grant bail,
the High Court has that power.
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That will link to one of the grave crimes; you cannot
takeit in isolation.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, | cannot give you more time as we
started late.
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(TheHon. R. Yogarajan)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, today, the
Hon. Minister of Justice has brought in an Order under
the Criminal Procedure Code to detain people for more
than 24 hours in a police station. | have aways been
against this right from the beginning. In 2002, the then
UNP Government brought this Bill before Parliament and
it was discussed at the Consultative Committee. The then
Minister of Justice, the Hon. W.JM. Lokubandara
permitted us to criticise this Bill. | made representations:
| said so much of power in the hands of the police is a
danger to the public, the law-abiding public, because any
person when arrested by the police can be accused of any
grave crime even without evidence and that can be used
to hold the person for 48 hours in a police station. We
have known that the police in this country, up to date, are
not a disciplined force, not a properly trained force and
they have acted arbitrarily against citizens without proper
reasons. Severa deaths have taken place in police célls.
Even recently, such deaths have taken place. People who
were taken out in search of evidence have been shot,
killed, and no questions asked. People who were taken in
handcuffs are said to have jumped into rivers to escape
and they had got drowned. All these things are happening
under the hands of the police. So, to give more powers to
the police istotally unreasonable and unwarranted.

At that time, the Minister of Justice, Hon.
Lokubandara withdrew the Bill and it never came up
again during the UNP regime of 2001- 2004.
Subsequently, under the Mahinda Raapaksa
Government, this Bill was brought and we all know that
last time when it came up here - [Interruption.] No, it
came after 2006, and when it was brought last time we
took atechnical objection because the Bill had lapsed and
the Regulations were brought here without the Bill being
valid. So, the then Minister of Justice had to bring it as
another Bill and the Regulations. We did oppose it; we
voted against it. It is unfortunate that our Government
has brought this up today. | raised thisissue this morning
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at the Government Group Meeting. The Hon. Prime
Minister has given an assurance that this is an interim
measure; this has been in the statute for some time now
and the police are insisting on having this and this would
be the last time that this extension of two years is coming
up in this House and that within a year, a Committee of
Members of Parliament would sit and decide on what
nature of legislation is necessary for police to conduct
inquiries on grave crimes.

There were suggestions that within 24 hours the
accused be produced before a court so that the court is
sure that the person who has been taken into custody has
not been tortured, assaulted or harassed in any manner
and then give 24 hours more for carrying on
investigations further. That may have been a good thing.
But, today we are not amending the law, we are only
bringing in an Order to extend the law for a further
period of two years. So, it is not possible to move that
amendment or anything today. This will be the last time,
the Prime Minister has assured, that this would be coming
up before this House, so we have to debate this. It is very
unfortunate, but it has become necessary, | am told. But,
even now, | regret that the Government, in which | am a
backbencher is bringing this up in Parliament today.

Why do | call the police "irresponsible’? We have
seen certain incidents. | just like to quote two incidents
in this House. On 31% January, 2015, a youth in
Talawakele was chased by the police and he had got so
scared of the police that he jumped into the Upper-
Kotmale Reservoir in Talawakele and he died. | wrote a
letter to the Hon. John Amaratunga. | said that this
incident seemed like the boy was chased for some reason.
We still do not know what the reason is. Even in the
reply given by the IGP, the reason for that boy being
investigated into was not given. However, that boy had
jumped into the reservair.

This was similar to an incident that took place in the
Bambal apitiya beach, where a youth who was mentally
retarted was chased by two policemen into the sea, to an
extent that he could not stand on the sand but got
drowned. Knowing very well that he was getting
drowned, nobody attempted to save him; they let him die.
So, those policemen were irresponsible. If they wanted to
take him into custody, they should have found a way to
take him into custody alive.

Similarly, in Talawakele, when that boy was being
chased, to escape from the police he jumped into the
reservoir. The IGP appointed the Senior DIG of the
Central Province to inquire into that and he says that the
report revealed that the deceased Marimuttu Manoj had
committed suicide having jumped into the reservoir on
seeing the police officers approaching him. How can you
believe that a young boy will commit suicide seeing the
police approaching him? There has to be a cause for
suicide. Unless you are in distress, you do not jump into a

river to commit suicide. But, the Police Chief, N.K.
Illangakoon stated that the Senior DIG, Central Province,
had reported that he jumped into the river and committed
suicide when policemen were just approaching him. How
unbelievable it is! How can a boy in fear feel that it is
more dangerous to get caught to the police than to jump
into the river and commit suicide? So, who forced that
suicide? It is the policeman who did this. So, the
investigations revealed nothing. They said this boy
committed suicide. He goes on to say, “During the course
of the postmortem, the Judicial Medical Officer had
confirmed that the death occurred due to drowning”. We
know he jumped into the water. There is nothing to find
out that he got drowned and the IGP shamelessly writes a
letter as a reply saying that this boy was drowned. The
cause of committing suicide or the cause for drowning is
nothing but the police, and the police should be accused
of having killed this boy due to excessive violence or
excessive threats or putting him under duress. These
policemen go off scot-free today. So, what is the message
the police is getting? The police will think that even if
they kill somebody, nothing will happen.

This happened during Mahinda Rajapaksa’s time.
When criminals were arrested, they said that while they
were in handcuffs, when they went in search of further
evidence, they tried to throw grenades at the police or
they attempted to escape by jumping across a river in
handcuffs and they died, knowing very well that they
cannot swim with handcuffs on. No investigations were
done. Nobody was accused of having killed those
criminals even if they were criminals. Even criminals are
entitled to protection of the law. They have to be
prosecuted, proved guilty to be given a sentence. But, you
killed people who are accused of crimes without any
reason and the police got away with it very easily. It
happened during Mahinda's time. | hope it does not
happen during Maithripala s time or under the rule of the
Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe as the Prime Minister of this
country. | am disappointed; | want to state it very openly
in this House.

Similarly, there was another incident in Ratnapura.
Hon. John Senewiratne, you must be aware of this. There
was a woman who had been assaulted in public by a
policeman with a stick. It was captured by somebody on a
mobile phone and it went viral on the web. Everybody
saw it. Until it came on the web nobody knew about it.
The people of Ratnapura who saw this happening never
reported it, except for one person who recorded it on his
phone and sent it viral. The services of the policeman was
suspended for a while; inquiries were held and he was
reinstated. In the letter to the Minister, Hon. John
Amaratunga, | mentioned the case of the policeman who
assaulted a woman in public, that went viral on the
internet must also be reviewed since violence against
women cannot be just condoned, especially by a
policeman, and that too, in public. As this policeman was
reinstated, | asked this question, in front of the Minister,
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Hon. John Amaratunga, from the IGP when he came to
receive this letter that | wrote regarding the Talawakele
incident.

On the day | went to meet the Minister, the IGP was
coming there and he asked me to stay and explain. The
IGP told me that this woman was a woman of bad
character. A woman being of bad character alone is no
reason for a policeman to assault her in public. In a
country which we abhor violence against women, this
type of thing being done by a policeman and his being
totally found not guilty and reinstated, is totally unfair.
The reason given by the IGP is that there were reasons
and there was cause for the policeman to act in this
manner. | asked him, what is the cause and he said that
within three days he will send me a report as to why this
woman was assaulted in that manner and why it could be
justified for reinstating the policeman. Up to date, | have
not received areport from the IGP.

| have interacted with Mr. llangakone when he was
the senior DIG in Colombo. | found him to be a good
gentleman; he upheld the law; he was very honest; he also
went into certain crimes, where he found the perpetrators
and brought them to book. One of them was a Rs. 200
million robbery at Lalitha Jewellers in Duplication Road.
He found the robbers and he also recovered the jewellery.
Such a fine policeman! As the IGP under the Mahinda
Rajapaksa regime, | feel he has thought that it is more
important to defend the policemen and the regime rather
than bring people who act wrongly to the book, including
his own police officers who err knowingly because they
know that the IGP will protect them and they can get
away with any crime.

| wish to use this opportunity to speak about an issue
the Hon. Sumanthiran raised regarding the Commission
on Missing Persons. This Commission does not have the
confidence of the Tamil people. So, carrying on this
Commission, as the Hon. Sumanthiran mentioned, is
irrelevant to the good governance that the UNP has
promised.

The Hon.Mangala Samaraweera went to the UN
Human Rights Council and convinced the Council not to
release the Report of the Committee appointed by the
UNHRC until September, because we, ourselves, were
going to set up an independent commission to inquire into
the issues that were raised by the UNHRC. But, we are
continuing with this so-called Paranagama Commission,
which should be wound up.

Talking about Commissions appointed by Mahinda
Rajapaksa, | would like to state that a Delimitation
Commission was appointed to demarcate wards for Local
Government Elections. There was a Chairman appointed
to that Commission. This Chairman was a guest at the

opening ceremony of the SLFP election office for
Mahinda Rajapaksa. He had been appointed as the
Chairman of a Delimitation Commission to decide on
electoral wards for Local Government Authorities. If he
was a man who had a political background, if he was a
supporter of the Government, he should never have been
appointed. So, the commissions appointed by the
Government earlier are commissions which had no
credibility. So | fedl it was unreasonable.

Similarly, the electora reforms proposed and are in
public today are electoral reforms that will eliminate not
only minorities from this Parliament but also al small
parties will be eliminated. We have to be vigilant. It
maybe advantageous for the present Opposition to go for
elections after one year, but do not make this an issue for
changing the electoral system in a hurry and denying
democracy to the people of Indian-origin, who were
denied of it oncein 1948 and restored only in 1988.

Thank you.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. The Hon. (Prof.)Tissa VitaranaY ou have
eight minutes.

[4.47 p.m.]
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Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees.
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o6 cHERs BAB8ayEE Ouvm
(omesrLyfl@ svgagiosr #liflsTsvsv)
(TheHon. Lakshman Kiriella)

After the Nineteenth Amendment, -

®S DDED.8B.08. etseryBIT Bvm

(wrenryflg LLieruy.iq.Cm. GFQerallrser)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

Are you asking me about the Nineteenth Amendment?
The Nineteenth Amendment -

o6 cHERs B8y Owm

(omesrLyfl@ svgagiost #liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

What | am saying is, after the Nineteenth
Amendment, the police will have a greater degree of
independence.

®0 DOED.8.08. esemBoTs Dvm
(orenryflg Lileruy.iq.Cn. GsQerallyseor)
(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

True. Very good.

o6 cHERs BB8ayEE Owm

(omesrLyfl@ svgagiosr #liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

©B8w0 BB TG eI, CHDODL SRBHNHO
D10eEM w-erIdBEWsT 8.

®©0 DDED.8.08. essemrBoTs Ovm

(oreryflg LLileruy.iq.Cn. QFQerallrser)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

Now, | must tell you about that also. Y ou were talking
about the Seventeenth Amendment. It was voted by all of
us, you and I, in Parliament and that Bill was drafted
hastily. There were a lot of shortcomings and loopholes
in that. You know, there was a time when the minority
parties in the Opposition could not agree on ther
representative; that is, the JVP and the TNA could not
agree on that.

Bewdss 0 ewisBn®s

(ewssafsr UNrdls sallFreri ojeuiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Chief Opposition Whip, your timeis over.
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®©0 DDED.8.08. e8I ®Hmo

(oreworyfl@ Lieryy.iq.Ce. CQFGlarailyder)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

So, what happened was, they could not nominate a
member for the Constitutional Council. As a result, the
Constitutional Council could not sit for one and a half
years. That was a fault made in drafting the Bill because
there was no alternative for that; there was no solution to
such asituation.

@0 (Do) Beswseaes Gotsesle Owmo

(orerfl@ (SvTHF) allLwsren rregusag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

Hon. Member, we also agree that there were a lot of
shortcomings in the Seventeenth Amendment. But, do
you think that the abolition of the independent
Commissions was the answer or it should have been
rectified?

®©0; DDEDH.8.08. eesemnBoT® @vmo

(wrewsryflg Liferyy.iq.Ce. CFClarailyder)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

That should definitely have been rectified. | think such
situations should not exist.

Bewdus 02 ewsnn®

(ewsseafsr Urdls sallereri ojsuissir)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

| am sorry, Hon. Chief Opposition Whip, your timeis
over.

®©C DDED.8.e8. e8I ®vmo

(resoryfl@ L ieryy.iq.Ce. CQFGlarailyder)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

So, those have to be rectified. | think we would be
able to do that.

In any case, we have agreed to support the Nineteenth
Amendment. The establishment of the Commissions is
welcome and we will support it. So, | hope that at least
after that Amendment, this type of transfers would not
take place. When the earlier Police Commission was
functioning and when complaints were made by police
officers, it took a very long time to resolve their matters
and grant relief. That was also a complaint prevalent at
the time when the Police Commission was in existence.
But, | hope that that type of complaints would not be
there after the establishment of those Commissions this
time.

Beawades 200 ewisBn®o
(swsseaflsr Urdls sallFrert ojeuissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Please wind up now.

®©C DDED.8.e8. e8I ®vmo

(resoryfl@ L eryy.iq.Ce. CQFGlarailyder)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

Also, you were talking about changing the electoral
system.

Bewdts m0m 6wisBn®r
(ewdsefler Lrsls sallsrari Hjauissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
| am sorry, your timeis over.

®©C DOEH.8.08. essemBis Dvm
(wrewryfl@ Liieruy.iq.Ce. CQFCerailyder)
(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

Sir, kindly give me one more minute.

It is true and | agree with you that the Hon. Dinesh
Gunawardena was appointed as the Chairman of the
Select Committee on the electoral system during the UNP
Government. In fact, | got it clarified and | was told that
it was the UNP Government which appointed that
Commission. | am sorry, | was mistaken about that; | was
thinking about the appointment of the Hon. Mangala
Moonesinghe.

By that Select Committee, there were some
recommendations made. | agree with you that our
Government failed to implement those. In fact, that
request was made to our Government. It is unfortunate
that the high-up of the Government did not implement the
recommendations of the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardenas
Committee. So, we are demanding that it be implemented
at least now, because if we do not implement it at this
juncture, we might never get the opportunity to
implement it again. That is the reason why we are
insisting that it be coupled with the other amendments to
the Constitution and then be implemented.

Thank you.

Bewdss 0 6wisBn®s

(ewssaisr UNrdls sallFreri ojeuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next spesker is the Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera.
Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
R. Yogargan to take the Chair?

@0 (DoY) Beswwgots Gotsesrie Owmn

(orenryfl@ (SevTHF) allmwsren rreyugsag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

Sir, | propose that the Hon. R.Y ogargjan do now take
the Chair.

G E@esz 8o, etrs @8 Ses.

aflsorr o BIGSLILIL (B eTHMYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.

Question put, and agreed to.

RO Bewlts mdm ©0sBn® Gewmnewsy gbs'
Howsy, 0 @l. ewlncess? Bwm Gerwzdd) .

GsoT LG, @Gussallsr  lrsls  sellFreri  yeuiser
sBrFaTGSleTny  YsVGay, wrewTL G i  Cuirsrrgger
GYUITHET FEWVSDLD UHIGHTTT H6NT.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. R. YOGARAJAN took the Chair.

[¢.60. 5.05]

@G OBIBB 986 wmo

(wrenrfl@ #hglrAp He2b7T)

(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera)

YeownGie) ©; OTEROA, alwdem g ©®
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(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake)
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(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
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The next speaker is the Hon. Dilan Perera. You have
five minutes.
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! A point of Order is being raised by the

Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha.
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Sir, | riseto apoint of Order.
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(oreryfl@ (sevTHF) allmwsren rreyugag)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
Sir, | move,

"That the Debate be now adjourned for another date”.

g S@wz 8, wes @O Se.
aflearir (BSHLILIL(B) sTDmI%ClBTeTenLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

30 emepc® Soi¢w »& 32 G&.
B)s6rrLig llaursih sp55lsmessLILIL L ).
The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Item No. 2.
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LSTMLD (Fon L 1q 6DERTSHGH6V) FL_L_eLPsVLD
MADAHAPOLA SRI RATNAPALARAMAYA
RELIGIOUS AND BUDDHIST EDUCATIONAL

DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION (INCORPORATION)
BILL

o2 emOe2 (69200 102 3600008 &) ts-0aldmw »E
Graodewsy 8@ &iBe® Hewlww Bwudx 8.
[Blewevds Gwalsv] BBSS LI LT,

LG EMH T FLL_6w6rm UTHSHLILIL L F).
Order for consideration of Bill, as amended (in the Standing
Committee), read.

FLL_ApVGMSHLT

o0 cBERs? BEnEE @om
(omeoryLfl@ svgagLosir &liflsTevsV)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

| move,

"That the Report of the Standing Committee on the Madahapola Sri
Ratnapalaramaya Religious and Buddhist Educational Development
Foundeation (Incorporation) Bill be accepted".

gz 88z 8o, s @8 Sas.
aflsvrir GG SLILIL (B THMYS CIBTOTemLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

o0 cBERs? BEnEE @om
(omeoryLfl@ svgagLosir &liflsTevsV)
(TheHon. Lakshman Kiriella)

| move,

"That the Bill, as amended, be now read the Third time."

gamw 58z 8z, e 8®@» S,
o emd®sm 3O enREE t-owlBmimicewsy, Y O
OO0 2w esO82 o> GE.

aflsarir (Bl SHLILIL (B), THMYS CIB MM LILIL 1_g).
g/lgﬂ'ruq, JLLya}u} j@g’gﬂuLLaﬁrgy yWﬁr@@mﬂwr&
AL’ (5 Blswm Coummii 1 gy.

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.

DEIO

RoSlewauli
ADJOURNMENT

@6 CHERT A8y Ce Dvmo
(oreiTLyfl@ svgangLosir sliflsTsvsv)
(TheHon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, | move,

"That the Parliament do now adjourn”.

G wef@d oz G&.
leaTir TS MIDLILIGIIDD .
Question proposed.

Bewdes 102 swinBn®r

(swssaisr Nrds sallereri jeuiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Adjournment Motion is to be moved by the Hon.
Lakshman Y apa Abeywardena.
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(TheHon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.57 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Wednesday,
18th March, 2015.
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