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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Mass
Media and Parliamentary Affairs and Chief Government
Whip)
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody - Deputy Speaker and

Chairman of Committees)
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Bill, as reported by Standing Committee "A.", to be considered
upon Wednesday, 04th March, 2015.

et ®
LD§B)| & 3 61T
PETITIONS

@G DI B ems Owm

(wrenryfl@ FHSlw ofréCsTy.)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

OO DOIBNGHROB, Bw® weHsT ousu® o¢m OO
8w =708,



1329 2015 @&m 03 1330

1) oEe, orwgEe, oeomBedmnodseond w8
DOED.8E. Buews ©uvmens’ ol eusied®; ey

2) 3dedw®, D:Bw6iedE, 205 8RO, e@FET evedes,
g 44 ¢ e wrd 8.8 90.80. 8mo  wnd
eO»Bwees’ C1ae evn®.

@0 58D G-en PeFENT Bum (B5EAC v dceTH

Goes2s g 5®0)

(el uTeds

TNFSES @) ITErhIs HEDLEFIT)

(The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara - State Minister of

Power and Energy)
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera - Deputy Minister of Foreign

Affairs)
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(The Hon. Tissa Attanayake)
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(The Hon.Victor Antony)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma)
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(The Hon. Karuppaiah Velayudam - State Minister of

Plantation Industries)

Hon. Speaker, | present the following petitions:

1. A petition from Mr. R.B.S.S.K. Jamarasinghe of No.
84, D.S. Wijesinghe Mawatha, Katubedda, Moratuwa;

2. A petition from Mr. W.P.N. Botheju of No. 128 B,
Rukmale, Ogodapola, Veyangoda;

3. A petition from Mrs. LW. Wathsala Lakmala
Liyanage of No. 336, Pahala Imbulgoda, Imbulgoda;

4. A petition from Mr. R.A.D.S.C. Rajapaksha of No.
74/2, Kandewaththa, Wathurugama;

5. A vpetition from Mr. W.B.T. Ariyarathne of
Yatiwaldeniya, Paththampitiya, Rambukkana;

6. A petition from Mr. H.E.G. Wijebandara of Sri Lanka
Insurance Corporation Limited, Kahawatta Branch;

7. A petition from Mr. M.B. Bulankulama of Sri Lanka
Insurance Corporation Limited, Kekirawa Branch;

8. A petition from Mr. C.S.G. Aluthgamage of Sri Lanka
Insurance Corporation Limited, Eheliyagoda Branch;

9. A petition from Mr. R. Kongahawaththa of No. 26/C,
Biyagama Road, Rathupaswala, Nedungamuwa;

10. A petition from Mr. K.L.P.G. Prasanna of Sri Lanka
Insurance Corporation Limited, Avissawella Branch;

11. A petition from Mrs. H.D.M.J. Karunarathne of No. 57,
Sri Somananda Mawatha, Horana;

12. A petition from Mr. UM.J. Kumara of Delgedara,
Anukkane, Kuliyapitiya;

13. A petition from Mr. P.A. Gamage of Sri Lanka
Insurance Corporation Limited, Avissawella Branch;

14. A petition from Mrs. J.A.S.N. Jayakody of No. 240,
Batepola, Wathurugama; and

15. A petition from Mrs. N.R.P. De S. Wijerathne of Sri
Lanka Insurance Corporation Limited, Fort Branch,

Colombo.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

@O0 DONEDROB, OwE @wDED® wo ©B@o
208 00Neds O YO yEmeO B8E8nJ 8O wewo
@3B0 EHE 9CE 0 835D,

gama @ S ples 8500 Hewlw wom &
fldTTeme) oM GIVT (G HOTSBID FLON LILIGS5%G &1 1 ewemuill_tii’ 1 g).
Question ordered to stand down.
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NATIONAL INCOME AND LOAN INSTALMENT IN 2011 AND
2012 : DETAILS
4581/°13

2. ©0 S Eeznwm Ownmo
(omesryfl@ SBIT SlewTHTdss)
(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
8¢ 2@ n@iensy gy ydme - (2):

(@) (i) 2011 e 2012 DBeOE Coess Gcw® Oy
0057 Dnewsy e ent;

(i) ©o® D8y e¢m 0DMEDsT J¥w EP oD
B €8 8CH 00D B¢ 00 y@renw ¥
e D86 D880, D53 00 Drnewsy
@I,

(i) °O® &8 EOMNEDLY EVDL 3¢ Tvw DB o
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B amws DRewsy @ end;
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| D D T ICET ) rF
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(iii) GumLiy SHT(HHEHSHTS CFVISSLILIL L HL_63T
wHMID sul 14 SeusnetEailesr ol (HH6\%Temns

QUHLTHS  TF m@wn’mé;gﬂs&‘r
6T6M6ETEY 6TEITLIENSIU|LD

FEHTHLOTS

S @)FFewusE pleliimyr?
(=) B)sirCmev, eresr?

asked the Minister of Finance:
(@  Will heinform thisHouse -

(i) the value of the nationa income for the
years 2011 and 2012 separately;

(i) separately, the amount of the interest and
the loan ingtament paid annudly for the

1332

loans obtained by the Government for the
aforesaid years; and

(iii) the total of the loan instament and the
interest paid in each of the aforesaid years
as a percentage of the national income of
therelevant year?

(b)  If not, why?

®C OB WS €GB w0
(oreiTLyfl@ ol &HenTTHTIIdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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asked the Minister of Finance:

@  Will he sate-

(i) whether the interest-free loan scheme for
women that formed part of the Budget
Proposals of 2014 has been implemented;

(i) if so, the date on which that loan scheme
commenced;

(i) the manner in which loans could be
obtained under that |oan scheme;

(iv) the qudifications that women should
possess to obtain the loans; and
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(v) whether guarantors or sureties are required
for that?

(b) Will he table the number of women who have
obtained those interest-free loans as at present in
relation to each district separately?

(¢ If the aove mentioned loan scheme is not
operational at present, will he inform this House of
thereasonsfor that?

(d) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs and Fisheries:

@ Wil hestate

(i) theextent of the progress of discussions that
took place recently regarding the issues
concerning S Lankan and  Indian
fishermen;

(i) the nature of the intervention of the
Government with regard to the aforesaid
issues,

(iii)  the number of Sri Lankan fishermen that are
held captive in Andra Pradesh, India at
present; and

(iv) the nature of the intervention of the
Government in order to get them released

from captivity?
(b)  Will heinform this House-

() if the fud subsidy given to the fishermen
has been stopped, whether an aternate
package has been introduced to them;

(i) if so, what that packageis, and

(iii) of the difference between the package and
thefuel subsidy system?

(0  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:

Is he aware that there was a Budget Proposal in the
Budget 2013 to -

@

(b)

©

@)
(ii)

(iii)

develop isolated schools into a child-
friendly environment;

give free food containing cered, eggs, and
milk to every child admitted to those
schools; and

provide a pair of shoes and an additiona
uniform in the middle of the year for the
students of those schools?

Will heinform this House -

@)
(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

V)

the number of child friendly schools that
have been devel oped by now;

whether the proposals mentioned in above
(@ (ii) and (iii) are being implemented by
now;

if s0, the number of schools in which the
aforesaid proposds are being implemented,;

if the aforesaid proposds are not being
implemented, the reasons for that; and

if so, the date on which the aforesaid
proposaswill beimplemented?

If not, why?



1345 2015 @& 03 1346

@6, aBC Bhd Bwde® vz
8@ ®)

(orevsrLfl@ v allrrey STMWeUFD - Hevall HeHLFFIT)
(The Hon. Akila Virgj Kariyawasam - Minister of
Education)

OO DDNNI®ROB, OO yE»H @O BT 0®eedB.

(@) i oo
(i) @o.
(i) @o.

(gm0

(@ () 63318.
(i) @o.
(iif)

D18 OH

50EDO CAB B 3300

QD &, [ekatYot
a8 ¢dwo | weE
Dess B¢ @Bebm 770 3324 -

BE ¢e® mOOcw
ca &

598eE ®duvsy 770
cCa &

3324 -

Doy ¥ S 770 3324 3703

FHDEDDO W C
2e® D@wOvm

8® B8 ca» & - - 302

(iv) aoog evned.
V)  aoog ezwed.
(@) acg e@v0ed.

@0 3ddm sBces Ovmo

(wrehrfl@ Ysgls ugyen)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

@01 @@ OB, 8188, BdndiOm BEnox cab &®
> © VIO BRBOBTH @DHD. O DOIBNEDROSB,
®od sgPOB and ydm® 0®W8. O HOBROB, g Bw
DDHED eMRMYY eE BBvwE Bedmr. R0
BENE @vFOGsy & Beadm - sy Be mweed oy
eCHOR® O Pvg BOVe® BHBRGOE 83 BEBsY
B8 econyd 0D 0O @B. - o® B8ned wews’ woao
eCo® )08 e®w 8¢ o BwE DoROS wBnd BwsIv,
RIS & o1 By BB weag?

@0 eBE BGd mBwude® wm

(oresryfl@ oFlev allyred smifwsusid)

(The Hon. Akila Virg) Kariyawasam)

o0 ddm vBdem OEROB, o® o E €O
@@ DECHID B ;09D IEHE OB 60D, BE3
uOGsT &y BEnd »O8 0® 0 92lsy weg. »yS
98%8ed & ©® BEacD udybmensy owiw AR ®OWYD
DHOBHN.

@0 B 8BS Owm

(1orevrLy1fl @ LSH)% LIglTew)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

©® Sgv and YEHWO IRDens’ BERIH ¢
OBy W OBB. “Bw eEOE e dwmn BZO BEICD

RN ¢& BT g0evn Bedmds. & o ¢8 8IS0
@0 WO, & aned s v BEORH, a® HBm
2BEOCH B Omn WOm.  coudeamen ©Owed
BosIH®, 0® o®ewin Oy B0 ©md ghm DEw0
Bexeed ¢SOsi0 GeE Omn WOT®m Bec amy® &
Beadmrdn. gQ® onemesd receipt OmD ocsiesy sywy
D280 Bwsiess.

DIBNBDRS

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTaHer)

(Mr. Spesker)

8ENTO qeed gnd y&@s» guim.

OG0 AR 8BS Swmn

(wredr @ ybgla Liglyen)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

& Beso vga) ww 2sEOC Yo dnn RO 8D
g@meewed ©1@vs 0x ®ITm HyOOsIe? HBm
20FOE 8 O 0@ oddE wdITTVewmny ©ximy YOO
Bwo bow e@mie?

@0 eBE BGd m8wde® @wmn

(oresrLyfl@ SySlev aflyred smrifweusib)

(The Hon. AkilaVirg Kariyawasam)

O ®DOBNE®ROB, Beod BERCO ane N HS
S5y00 OB D Wr YW PIB® 8B OEH®s
Fed. 88 0® DneEds enn OBIH Yo e¥nd Howms
8z Bu Eed BEOE 90 0 D & On
BDBOB. eme® O e dudd ne ¢Gi0sensy Gi8wed
3000, 8s@ 5000, 6i8wE 8000 202 Daews’ 6i8eE cule
1,400z ©mn 0@ Baown. & §eC Omn »O 8re® me
DO 8D ¢in)® o¢tm & s 98 §ew. & Busless
0® e Bwe® mE o BOITVeBE o€ BOBID
8 Yo, & Bewo »O8 88 0® OneCEiw evm §ed. O
BDONEBHROB, CBews’ @¢m GeE Yme 8 »® el
O DO yoosl. ded BBed HBm wcEE »HO
@8dw g@imn-aed §dede 05 Y. & wews 9m® emd
BwodBws Bedsieny. mmedm BP0 Beadmn. e
Omn WosIesy OB Ewws’ wewie Bws O 8E8
DO Im O BB a8 Bestesy. e Omn
WOBIes] RO GO WBE OB GBIB V. & Ded®
g C¥ed gdfen amD GBHIB BEYI OB O BBO
8wdedsy 8uds 98 B8e® twE0El godsy nd® §ed
G ot a8 AGemedinn eOm. w8, ©wO»d
8B @@00 oo 008z, 0® OyecEae 8z 2wod®
CEC8m® OB mOYH DO, & Bwo »O8 0® B8wdd
gdens) BedsIess.

™ sBoen OER® gy SR B BEE »O,
8 eCHODIWd gnOB WD wOD §eE dmn BOBID
BB a8 qm® 8o Beastess.

38 00 wdsidews’ o oEwOds, wes
28O0, Es gBWBOS BuE 0¢sn® om0 »Eo.
& Ded®, HBm 2uEdE B8ac® BeudeBoasy amnds
D 000 BT wOWO gw BO® 0® od womo.
e® ®wOITTVO g0 IWMOCO® Bwdds oxtm B 0.
e, ¢HRTIOD PWHH® DuOED w-eRIDBB VO
8 W OO edmy SRwWwHOB »OYR WosTes’. »HYS
Goess yReFB w6 OB O »edI® 8818w gnd Bweo
28 8ddun womn. a8 HO HOewsY ed6 IEHB BIBH
DBt r) eDHD.



1347 2:5Ee®sInd 1348

DIBNBDRD

(FUTBTWST B)6uTsHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

g gom 7-4775/'14-(2), ©6 geads ¢edBow Owmo.

@0 B 8BS Owmn

(1orevrifl@ LSl Lglyen)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

B0 DDNNEWROB, Ood RTTNB and ydm @ gned
DD

2DO5B2S)

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

R0l Y& W FWD. YEBHGHS FHD® IO e
8EnCO emdB anc ydmw gwsies’.

@G 8= vBen Owm

(1oredorLyifl @ Lggle Lglren)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

B0 DOIBNEDROB, O and @ eemB FYed. nsy
B gnc y@Em® gusIin 0 0wl gD D C ecsIs.

DBNBD RS

(FUTBTWST SjuTHeiT)

(Mr. Speaker)

RIS cOm edx» T o gusies’. edm J gvEs
ME®H DB OB DT,

@G 8= vBen Owmo

(1oredoryifl @ Uggle Lglyen)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

®O #OBRE Pewedsy DS @cmrd.

DIBNBDRD

(FUTBTWST B)6uTsHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

Oew® A «® BE wdywes Beadmds. & BIwd
DOGn W0Y. Budn 000 IFHB 2usd O WO
e0sYesy. [@id BEOH]dern® »H® emdewsy gusIs.

@G 8= vRSes Dwm

(wrerfl@ ysgls Lgyent)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

O0T qAvBm PFOBROB, €& 8no ©wdwemO
2:080HWB WOB NECWE BIBEOCEO FRED o ¢OB»Y
wews BB, ITHC B G eDEH, DV Y FOHS
Be ¢ A 80 B8R 005, 08 uEdEO wriesd
cEmimn Beadm 0857 3D adn. w8, HBw eE
DO gD BCOCH 0® Dred® ¢5105Y 9y, &3S
DRewsy NED® &b BBEOE OO wY e® ¢GiDsy gnd
O N HBVE ©He® wBmEB. w8, cbey
8EOR ¢01e0d & uCEOCRH 9vmdr. & ¢5105Y 0dmedsy
3022 @@ WO #AB PO e@omaute?

@0 gBC BGE m8508® Swm

(ressrfl@ v aflrmey &miflweugid)

(The Hon. Akila Virg Kariyawasam)

@® @¥VewsY Jed gdm® W eDEI BedHs.
dedversi® WEmO O@aRNCeddS wmdd WO
Beadmdl, 0® Jed G ¢idsiensy 8wwd 254, 30z

Oewd Onfcentvmews DO D085 CommIedsy
eBeEmD BB OO 8038898 ©d 0B w@®
00D% WO ©® O WOYH WOV EDO 7Y 0D
000 5 WO Beadmd. BE #1g®OEO Bw Bwed® ¢z’
w@yudmowsy af) O Bwo -Sodvewrsi® FO 8¢ Heoy
edDC 00 e®m» Busin) wsiesy BHi- ¢8O Kvemess 8§
Dweld 8O ©w Do ¢ BHIB CAD ¢HOBIO ¥l
edew G 8@ D@ BEedg BHwrOm moxTm a8
DCoEHEc ) eOMD. & wew adas mOYR wme eO8sy
0B, 988l & wewr gm@Be cedd Bwce a8
Sd3Daes S Do,

RoedsT e BIO: HOedew
LHHSTETTHemarts LuilHmiaissev: (LpewmenLD
TRAINING OF PHARMACISTS. METHODOLOGY

4775/°14

7. 06 gead gedii-n Swm

(oreryfl@ o Caré o CuSnis)

(The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe)

@wes ¥ edBw eeDes ¢gIBBYSIEHSY Gy YAD® -
2):

(@) 1) & 10D Bworsd-8 & g8 Dol gecduLiE
23002500 @B g,
(i) ©®c0 83» Bworsd ResvdedesY 1D

%) Rosl) @¢nBsIBN5T 6302500 EmBOTHE;

(il) @ COO gben RewNeDsied DD
emBOenE,

(iv) ®@oReds? yneay BOO wewr BpHPedewnt
HosOm 0d¢;

@5I5) O @OV 500 IO Be?
(0) o0 e »O, JOxfe?

HETHTT LOMID FCHF WHSHIN YewWFFenrd CHL L
aflesrm:

(=) ()

BevBiensuiley sremrii®L ugley GEunuli L
LO(BBSHBISHEEIT 6TauT6n0 d6mds WITGH6ITLIEN HULD;
(i) @bprigsy GweHleorm ubey OGewnwi’ L
LO(BHSTETTHA6T 6TewsTENTIdhemas LOHMILD LO(HHSI
allBGuwirgsevgiseflssr
WG HesTLIEN B LD;

6T6UIT6UOT | 6M

(i) eTog) BT DHGHS CHeweuwITesT LO(HbHS TETTSH6 6T
6TEUTENTI WS W TOHESTLIEN HU|LD;

(iv) mbsreTisemeare uuipmieiiLgne resr

pewmemwewTeTn B (pempuile o srengT
6TETLIENS U|LD

Ojeu @)FFewLuiled Hymlaliiurym?
(=) @)e1@mev, eyetr?

asked the Minister of Heath and
Medicine:

(@  Will heinform thisHouse -

(i) the number of registered pharmacies
availablein Sri Lanka;

Indigenous
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(i) the number of registered pharmacists and
the number of distributors of
pharmaceutical  drugs available in the
country;

(iii)  the number of pharmacists required for the
country; and

(iv) whether a proper methodology is in effect
for training pharmacists?

(b)  If not, why?
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Ui @)dFFenLid@ Mlalliiumyr?
(=) B)sirCmev, yesr?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Policy
Planning, Economic Affairs, Child, Youth and Cultural
Affairs;

(@  Will heinform this House-

(i) whether the Government of Sri Lanka has
made any financia aid or aid for projectsto
the Government of Palestine over the last
fiveyears,

(i) if so, thefinancid value of such aid;

(@iii) if any congruction project has been
assigned to that country, the manner of
selection of contractorsfor that project;

(iv) the objective of making that financia aid or
aid for projects; and

(v) whether making an aid to aforeign country
as mentioned above, when Sri Lanka has to
pay back a huge amount of foreign loans, is
not afruitless effort?

(b)  If not, why?
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(@) @erCmev, eyevr?

asked the Minister of Health and Indigenous

Medicine:
@  Will hesate -

(i) the number of “Suwa Divi Centres’ set up
in order to enhance community health;

(i) of them, the number of centres functiona at
present;

@iii) the number of “Suwa Divi Centres’
established in the KurunegaaDidtrict;
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(iv) the number of such centres functiond at
present in the Kurunegaa Didtrict;

(v) the number of “Suwa Divi Centres’
scheduled to be st up in the Kandy
Didtrict; and

(vi) the number of “Suwa Divi Centres’
functional at present in that district?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether a sufficient
number of clinics are conducted in those “Suwa
Divi Centres’?

(¢ If not, why?
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Ojeui @M Geurym?
()  @)eTGmev, eyedr?

asked the Minister of Finance:
(@ Isheawarethat-

() asatement was madein Parliament on 23rd
March, 1990 by the then Minister in charge
of that Board to the effect that the River
Valleys Development Board will be closed
down with effect from 31st March, 1990
having paid a compensation ranging from
Rs. 96,000 to Rs. 265,000 to each of its
employess,

(i) in spite of the statement made, only an
amount of Rs. 50,000 had been paid to
those workers; and

(iii)  they have been rendered degtitute under the
aforesaid circumstance?

(b)  Will he inform this House of the date on which
action will be taken to pay the compensation in
arrears to those workers who had worked in the
River Valeys Development Board?

()  Will he gtete-

(i) whether provision of houses and landsto dl
the workers has been completed by now, as
per the statement made to the effect that
ownership of officiad quarters which
belonged to the River Valleys Development
Board by then would be transferred to the
workers residing in them at the moment and
that land would be provided to the other
workers who are without houses; and

(i) if so, whether the provision of title deeds for
the aforesaid houses and lands has been
completed by now?

(d) If not, why?
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(oreTLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Member, may | take the liberty of answering the
first part of the Question in English because it contains
some facts of atechnical nature. | would appreciate if you
would allow me to do so.

As per Section 15(1) of the Financial Transactions
Reporting Act, No. 6 of 2006, the Financia Intelligence
Unit has the power to receive reports from a law
enforcement agency, a Government ingtitution or agency
or an agency of another country relating to suspicious
transactions.

Relating to the newspaper article you referred to
regarding Sri Lankans holding accounts in Switzerland,
no such ingitution or law enforcement agency has
reported any suspicious transaction to the FIU. According
to the FIU, it is not in a position to initiate investigations
under the provisions the Financial Transactions Reporting
Act - FTRA. Further, | would like to highlight the fact
that past experiences of the FIU with Switzerland show
that they are not cooperative in providing assistance for
investigation. Hon. Member, furthermore, this particular
transaction was reported about five years ago and at that
particular time, it was reported more vividly, even certain
names came out. As a matter of fact, the Central Bank had
information. Unfortunately, it is more outside the purview
of observation because it has got to be done under the
three specific areas. that is, on a report by a law
enforcement agency or a Government ingtitution or
agency. Now, the media does not fall under this category.
The structure of reporting to the FIU was changed in 2006
and | solicit the assistance of Parliament in this regard and
would refer it to the President and the Prime Minister, that
we should bring it within the ambit, enabling the FIU to
look into any genuine information that is mentioned. We
have aso got information through different media that,
though your Question mentions the total amount as Rs.
800 million, it is much more than that. But, as the FIU

2015 ©57 03
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has the right only to look into it on reports coming in
from the three ingtitutions and agencies | mentioned, it is
not permitted to do so legally. Secondly, the same
information has come from the National Bank of Dubai
and Ukraine, which carries alot of political names.

| thank the Hon. Member for bringing this into open. |
would take the liberty to instruct the Central Bank to call
for information on al the names reported by the media
and to answer the questions that the media had posed,
even though it basically does not legally hold the right to
complain. | would also extend the area of investigation
into Ukraine and Dubai, which have reported of almost
US Dollars 72 million.

OO DoggedO BNBNWRI IS BWmN

(oressryLl@ surTdHGgHeu HTewTTIWSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

That is, in addition to the Swiss accounts, isit?

®C OB 261 €ma250@ 2% Wm0

(oressrLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Y es, in addition to the Swiss accounts. | am sorry, itis
not US Dallars 72 million, but US Dollars 720 million in
two peoples’ names. About another US Dollars 26 million
is in the names of 14 Sri Lankans in one bank, the
National Bank of Dubai.

®0 Dagyedd sNBNWB S Bwmn

(orenryLll@ suraGseu BresTTWESTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

The Financial Intelligence Unit can bring out these
facts and details on the basis of the sovereignty of our
State.

®F OB 61 €232532 0

(rewrfl@ rall & EHenTTHTidd:)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Member, | would like to once again point out
that the investigation has to be done on a report from the
following institutions. a law enforcement agency or a
Government institution or agency. So, the law prescribes
the area of investigation.

@G Dagg@d® BRBNGI WS Bwmo
(worerll@ euraGseu BresTTWSSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
So, change the law.

®5; 68 G ea50E% Dm0

(omesorLyfl@ rall & HenwTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Yes. That is what | basically ask your support for. |
am sure, if all of you are very willing, that could be taken

up.
@G Dgg@dO 52BN IS Owm

(omessryLl @ ouTaHGoHeu HTEwTTWEHSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
Change the law. - [Interruption.]
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(omressryLll@ Tall & HewTTHTWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Yes, | would certainly take it up at the Cabinet
Meeting tomorrow and bring it in immediately. | thank
you for bringing it up.

@G Dagged®© BNV IS Dm0
(orenrfl@ eursGzeau BreswTTWESTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
Then, you will get money.

®©5; 68 WS 5062 W™

(oreryfl@ rall & HewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Your bringing it up a a time like this is helpful
because it certainly helps the Ministry of Finance, which
is completely depleted of money at this particular
moment.

Also, | would greatly appreciate if any other matter is
brought up because our Ministry is ready to answer your
guestions at any time. - [Interruption.] Yes. The right to
information, even though it has been non-existent, will
certainly be provided by the Ministry of Finance because
| have been instructed by the President and the Prime
Minister to answer any question at any time to show
transparency of the Government.

Thank you.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne, Minister of Health
and Indigenous Medicine; to be read a Second time upon Wednesday,
04th March, 2015 and to be printed.
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

o6 cHERs B8y Owm
(omesrLyfl@ svgagiosr #liflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 and
the motion agreed to by Parliament on 09.07.2010, the hours of
sitting on Wednesday, March 04™, 2015 shall be 9.30 am. to 7.30
p.m. At 6.30 p.m. Standing Order No. 7(5) shall operate.”

g S@wz 8, we @O Se.
aflearr BSHLILIL(B) sTHmYsClsTeTemLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

@G LR AB8ayCe Owmn
(omeiTLyfl@ svgangiost sliflsTsvsv)
(TheHon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until 9.30 am.
on Wednesday, March 04", 2015".

g S@wz 8, e @O Se.
aflearir (BHSHLILIL(B) sTDmI%ClBTeTenLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)

Sir, | riseto apoint of Order.
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(The Hon. R. Y ogarajan)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, today, we are debating
Regulations under the EPF Act, which are long overdue. |
am speaking after the former Minister of Labour and
Labour Relations, who brought these Regulations to
Parliament. Those were initiated by the previous Minister
of Labour Relations and Manpower, the Hon. Athauda
Seneviratne. After al these years and two powerful
Ministers, who are both trade unionists, it took a long
time for the Regulations to be passed, so that the workers
could benefit from it.

®©6 0B & ecamed Dwm
(oreryfl@ sriflesl] Qevmrds@8s)

(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge)

I will explain why those got delayed.

©5 Y. eefods? Onma

(omesorLyifl@ ot Guirsyregsir)

(The Hon. R. Y ogarajan)

Hon. Member, | have asked you about this so many
times by meeting you at the Ministry, at the Consultative
Committee and even privately. You always told me that
you are keen to implement it, but your Government did
not allow you to do that - you did not say it; | am saying it
- because they needed the EPF money, probably for other
transactions.

@0 8389 eudnB-» Bvmo
(revsrLll@ Fefou Crerdlnias)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
To run the Government.

@0 8. eedocisy Ovm

(omressrll@ <. Guirsrmegeir)

(The Hon. R. Y ogarajan)

On one side, it was to run the Governmen; on the
other, they had their other deals to manipulate the stock
market. There were people who were pumping and
dumping and making big money. Those who started with
a million rupees are billionaires today. So, they used the
EPF. But, you brought these in good faith; the Hon.
Athauda Seneviratne initiated those.

| can remember, at one NLAC mesting, the Central
Bank came and made a presentation and said that you
must have a unique number so that the EPF number does
not differ for a single person, and they suggested to create
a new number. But, at that meeting, it emerged - | aso
contributed to some extent - that the National Identity
Card number is a unique number given to persons in this
country and that it should be used as the unique number.
The process has continued. | know, Labour Officers have
gone to al the estates and have tallied the different EPF
numbers with the National Identity Card number. They
are ready to implement it, but your Government, Hon.
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Lokuge, could not do it. You had to bring these
Regulations and today, we have to pass them.

Y ou know very well that from 2013, it has been in the
Order Book. But, you could not persuade the then L eader
of the House or the Chief Government Whip to get a date
for debating these Regulations. We are confident that we
can run this economy without the workers money, the
EPF money. That is why we have boldly brought forward
this. The workers can withdraw 30 per cent of ther
savings in the EPF for good purposes. One is, for health
assistance. If they have to go for an operation, either a
kidney transplant or a heart operation, they can have some
funds from that. Further, more development-oriented,
future-oriented cause for which you can take this money
is for building houses. These are the two matters from
which the worker is going to benefit, but you could not
give this benefit. Though you passed this in December
2011, for the whole of 2012, you could not do it and in
2013, you just managed to bring in the Regulation but
could not get it passed in this House. We have done it
today. Give us the credit for it. And, we also give you the
credit for initiating this measure.

Today, people in the plantations, their one request,
one hope, one ambition is to have a house of their own; a
separate house, not a line room. This was adopted as one
of the promises in the 100-day Programme that was
proposed by His Excellency President Maithripala
Sirisena with the backing of the UNP during the last
election. We are now getting ready to release lands for
people to build their own houses. This is a positive
measure to help people build their own houses in the
plantations using their own money. So, this delay has
drawn our people aback by four years. From 2011 up to
2014, they had to wait. But, it is a good thing that it has
come up today and we will benefit; the workers will
benefit. The Hon. Minister of Justice and Labour
Relations and his Deputy are present here. The people in
the plantation areas till have difficulties in withdrawing
their EPF monies. They have to go behind brokers which
they find very difficult.

| wish to suggest in this House, to the two Ministers,
to take action to streamline the application process for
withdrawal of the EPF money when a plantation worker
retires. In some cases, workers could not withdraw the
EPF monies because their names were not spelt properly
or written properly by the management. In other cases,
the form filled by the management on behalf of the
worker is not done in a proper manner. There is one issue
which | raised with the Hon. Minister at one of the
Consultative Committee Meetings, but it has still not been
corrected. | also wrote a letter to him. It is about the
Assistant Labour Commissioner's office in Hatton.

oG 8389 eenB» Svm

(revwryfl@ #efou Carevrdlnis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

With the specific number, can it not be solved?
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(The Hon. R. Y ogarajan)

Yes, to some extent. That will help alot to solve this
issue. But, the attitude of the EPF Department: the
Commissioner in charge of the EPF and the Assistant
Commissioners down the line, has to be changed. |
request the Hon. Minister to come and visit the office of
the Assistant Labour Commissioner in Hatton. They say
that if you do not come and take a number before 8.00
am, you cannot hand over the application on that
particular day. | do not know why they stipulate this shut-
off time and only on two days of the week, they accept
applications. So, to hand over the application they have a
ceiling, which is 8 o'clock.

People come in the night and sleep at the Assistant
Labour Commissioner’s office to hand over their EPF
applications in the morning. This is a very pathetic
situation. If the same number of hours are given for
people to submit applications, whether you go on from 8
o'clock to 12 o'clock or whether you shut off a 8
o'clock, it is not going to make a difference. The officers
there do not seem to understand this and even though |
have pointed it out and explained to them, they refuse to
change it. After the new Government came to power, |
have not gone there and spoken to them. | request the
Hon. Minister to - [Interruption.]. Even now it is
happening.- [Interruption.]. | brought it to his attention
only today. | am sure he will take some action to get this
streamlined in such away that people are able to get their
EPF dues without difficulty.

Today, the general feeling among our people is that
governments support the owners or the proprietors.
Maturata Plantations has not deposited their EPF
payments since 2011. | have taken this up several times,
but no action has been taken against them. If you do file
charges and take them to courts, they will honour their
commitment. They have already deducted the money
from the workers' salaries. They are using that money for
their business activities. They are not bothered about
paying it to the EPF Department, where the worker would
have his savings secure. Thisis avery important matter.

The JEDB and the SLSPC also, for several years now,
have not made EPF deposits. In the past, your
Government said that you were going to fell trees to make
these payments. They did not even do that. | would not
want trees to be felled for this purpose but for the benefit
of the workers | did say, “Even that would not be bad if
you can do it". But, up to now, it was not done. | am sure
- [Interruption.] No. There are so many workers who have
died without claiming the EPF. Even their children are
unable to claim the EPF today because monies have not
been deposited by the JEDB and the SLSPC. There are
some companies who are not doing that.

Then, Sir, the EPF law is being flouted by some of
these plantation companies, which are public companies.

208Ee®sInd
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They project themselves as great corporate entities, but
they employ workers on a casual basis without payment
of EPF. When they pay on a casual basis, they do not pay
the minimum wage; they pay only the basic salary. They
are not entitled to the Rs. 30 alowance or the attendance
incentive. This is a total flouting of the Collective
Agreement and also the stipulations of the Wages Board.
So, still the so-called big public companies are flouting
the law without any respect for it. This has to be looked
into, Hon. Minister. Thisisfor your attention.

Bewdtn mOnemn®o

(LNrgld FuThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you are left with only one more
minute.

©5 . ewedndissy Dwme
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(TheHon. R. Y ogarajan)

Okay, Sir. Labour laws have to be enforced equally to
all. Big companies get away after flouting the law; this
has to be looked into.

Thank you.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Deputy Minister, you have only one more
minute.
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised
by the Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe.
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Hunais Farook. Before
he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Mohamed Aslam to take the Chair?

00 CBEOs? BEnEe Dwm

(omesrLyifl@ sva6gLosT &liflsTevsV)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

| propose that the Hon. Mohamed Aslam do now take
the Chair.

G E@esz 8o, etrs @O Ses.
aflsorr GG SLILIL (B) THMYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

eRO S Pb. ewlndds? Pvm Gewnewsy 9o
Howsy, 95 @@®8 gedc® Bwm §Ereszcze) Scs.

Y&OT LW, TeTLLSG Yi. CUITSITEIET YUiB6T YHBITT
FrSBlloTY YHV B, LTI GOTEDIOL. YETVVLD 6T I56IT
BEWCVEHLD UG5 6.

Whereupon THE HON. R. YOGARAJAN left the Chair, and THE
HON. MOHAMED ASLAM took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena)
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| quote:

"The EPF enjoys considerable economies of scale in managing its

assets, resulting in very low administrative charges - certainly much
lower than what a privately managed fund would charge. Combined
with its improving performance in the past decades, leads to a
conclusion that the investment returns of the EPF are in fact good
and unlikely to be improved upon by radical changes."
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Hon. Deputy Minister, you have to wind up your
speech before 6.30 p.m.
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Sir, give me afew minutesand | will wind up.
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(The Presiding Member)

Does the House agree to give him five minutes?
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(ressryfl@ 2 mitifleriser)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Deputy Minister, you can proceed with your
speech.
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(TheHon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, | move,

“That the Parliament do now adjourn”.
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Question proposed.
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(The Presiding Member)
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It being past 7.30 p.m., MR. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly at 7.32 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday,
04th March, 2015, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of this
Day.
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