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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(FUTBTWST Sj6uTSHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

OG0T ¢@Bn®, & RBestery e o6 2.000 »E=Y
S OF OO ggeomd® O ¢?

@0 Bos¥d endiis Pwm

(revwryLllg FHCewray @ emrauigenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

esed 007 1.300 5105880 yo0sy, ©CT mOIBNGDROE.

DIBNBDRS

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTaHer)

(Mr. Speaker)

e snem dEdde ae 8m v 86 1.300 s01Feds a0
a0)® eI W OBAE.

@0 (§028w) 0= §8mo® Svm

(oreiryfl@ (seorplg]) 1 S)pepisHio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

& 980 ewddrzn o ¢8 gDmW 0w WO, B
DOIBNEHROA, OO FEHI® RO Ded freehold e
leasehold BwEo %008 ecmEl Bedmh. ecimed Hws
o9 freehold, &ev® i F® Sx¥»FHS QO
Bed@mBs0 5103082 «® wd® 8&Ox ©»OM. I®
0@ 88m. 0®w @00 WS WOTHO @B ®E
e 0x0edd. B©0s smHOIE e®HO B omi
88ed exemptions, ®en® FHO® BOLEHD ® ©® wwm
@¢slesy emew®e B ©® ® ©dr ©¥Dd sEE
WO ¢TI0 I OBB. 0@, @® o yEm» @B O»
Beso.

DIBNBDRS

(FUTBTWST S6uTHerT)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! ©® @0E%Nedd o LHrw dediod
OEn®ed »HO FRowme ©ewr ewddmn WO eCH @
9CE 83D,

@0 (§028w) 0= §8wmo® Svm

(wrenrifle (se0rElS) #16 SHepeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

OO DOINBHROB, "©I KV PDEFENS OE @0 ¢153
Yeowmrw o gni"B @ ewdynsn HOHD.

g S@wz 8, e @O Se.
afleorir (BGSHLILIL(B) sTDmI%ClBTeTenLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

eDPHO DO Gowmewsy 9O Hews, o
2 BeFDI0 O §e2253:8) Ecs.

YSOT LD, FUTBTWSET  YUTHT — YbBITTFTdssolsormy
YHVGe, LOTENTLILONG — SOT6Ts  LISHTL T Y6l 6 BEDVDLD
CUBIGE T B6NT.

Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.

@0 (§0a8w) 0 g8wmo® Sum

(wrasr He (s0rH) ard Spaisc)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

o0 AL BBHEeE OEn®), IR yE» @S
2ODHNE? 0 m@ABB F o dEHo BOTHO. derv®
BHO D168 OnwE 1B eD5 0.

@G LR AB8ayCe Owmn

(omenTLyfl@ svgangiost sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

OO HOBR®, gy Bws MEES PIRO DBHTO ewIec®
DD0ewsY BE 98O y&remew Smrwd Dmm.

@0 (§a8w) 80 38 emO® Svmn

(e il (seomi) o1 Sapeiesic)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Y, ©® 5188 WO e¢Im®. ®® ¢»¥ Strategic
Investment Law &2 o G ®0mD. [@do BBO=| ©©®
I @O BERT 0¢sim®. ©0 00D eesIn.
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@6 CHERT AByiCe Dvm

(oreiTLyfl@ svgagLosit sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Port City ded admd 50 Smence Beadmd, &»
a0e3000.

@0 (gD8w) &30 ¢8eRO® wmn

(1oreiorifl@ (so0TEIS]) F7d S)0pepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

RIMed yEmBO 08 wdyder cIniweE e¢ImH®. @®
BB-8B yo»y Daewsy 0wl D Beadries Bxmmd
388w 0@ITVeenB. @8 dg aBBe o ©® ¢® wuvm
20 Bedmydn. 9uncd D& NS &0 Bedmdl, e®
sm emg@ven. HYS a8 O gDmw ewd WOE, e®
RBBewsy exemptions o¢siesy m0¢ Bem Om ow. &
BBewsd 80 ¢w® ¢® qwd a8 wum ec¢mdh. dew® »A0
Bwwd 10080 mewdss ot . 0@me, 0®m @Hi)
OB 0008, ged 6ed Ppewddn gdmsmI B gud Az
8860 & wwme e¢sim yodst S8wd »O8 e® sum
emYP@un wmE WO BedsIes’. enO®MO, ¢ e® BHw
omEN® Acwsies’? a8 Bwdeosl 8Bwdos  w@.
Bed@mewrmd o® BBw ICWTTesy emewI®e? el ¢d®
Bed@mewemd evd Em0ed BImHEHo 9h® vy A
@® 3@ emeds Bedmd, D o O° uyd BuesIm®. &
etedB8OC0 «dW fHoed IO PO Cowoed
B¥mwmo 9O osim . ecdmd, a  company
incorporated in Sri Lanka where any foreign shareholding is
50 per cent or above, ®BB emO®sBwm e §eEOE
Bwwd 500 08 ¢BBws Beadm Sedn emd®uBuer o®
B005I0 WO O, Jewe e edms wvm Bewnmd.
09 I oFG® WS emHmO. g0 O® ¢g Dwewnnd
Betes’. ded@woews, 8wswd 5020 OB ©m0LOE
2880 Bedm DodBw 0duBuer, ©dydacwssi®
Bedn em®uBen v 0® el v & B BELO ey
Dm0,

®©F 8 WS €maw2 Bwdn

(omressryLll@ Tall & HedTTHTILdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Can you tell that again please? That is, a foreign
company which has a 100 per cent foreign shareholding, a
company of which foreign shareholding is 50 per cent or
above, and -

@0 (08w) 0 88 wmO® Swsn
(wrenryflg (soTElS) #15 Sepeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

A foreigner. Those are the three categories.

®F; 08 G256 Wm0
(oreTfl@ rafl &HenTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Would you mind if I just make one clarification?

@0 (08w) 0 88 wmO® Swsn
(wrenryfle (se0TElS) #15 SHepeisio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Okay, you go ahead.

®C OB WS €GB Wm0

(oreirLyfl@ ol &HesTTHTIIdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

It was in the Bill that, if by chance, the ownership
changes midstream, the facilities afforded to that
company gets lost out.

@0 (§a8w) 80 38 emO® Svmn

(wrarfle (501 a1k Sepapienc)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

No, I will explain that. I am coming to all those points.
©® BBwWO NECHH® @@ gwensl OE BYD CEIBTEsT?!
@® 3® ylods 20EdNDEE 0® BvmB WOeW GHE PBHBEG
OBy wHm A GHIMO @sd Hyoonl. & wym D
o¢siosy 0@si 0® emOuEdEda. dm »&8, Diplomatic
Mission. & emEEDO ® RBwe dEsTesy W BO
o »©8, a Condominium Parcel situated on or above
the fourth floor. @20 e®Icd c¥ml, Bo.odysd
0B O Py 0@ BBw Bedmyds Hwm Om. & Besies,
HHONB »OYDO g€y ewem WO ®BI® HOOBT »HO e®
soym eoe Ostest sy, He can buy freehold.

®C OB 61 €232532 B0

(rewrll@ rall & EHenTTHTIdd)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

That is about a condominium or an apartment. What
about the land that is owned by them to build a
condominium?

@0 (§a8w) 80 38 emO® Svmn

(orenr g (seormlS) #15 S)epeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Then, he will get what is called "Freehold". That will
be caught up under another section. | will come to that.
Let me give you the areas then we can discuss the
exemptions. The first is Diplomatic Mission. e¢oB o,
Condominium Parcel on or above the fourth floor. »z¥
B o, by way of intestacy, gift or testamentary
disposition to a next of kin.

emeIWed Cmw BnED owd 0d» BRwRsY ewd &
900 SedBmewumO e, aud & BEACD wEm D
BPDBW @¢BID HOOBY.

e mdeme acg: "To adual citizen”.

@S B C wgsiemy S Owm

(oresrLLfl@ Frerfls ambaieTElRTSS))

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)

OO G OBROB, D1cOFO WmS€n O W(Sw.

@0 (0a8w) 8o g8wmo® Sum
(wredri e (seorh) 515 Sjepesio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
e@mu3e?

oG B CE wgsTemn S Owm

(oresrLfl@ Ferflsd ambgIeTCleTSS])

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)

I Sgv WO Bewkded mw; 03! «® Eon
BBe ©n 5¢5H00 Oxvon ®»OT C1add § ¢, 0 deodm
e wmowddmen w8m § ¢ § 200 Seda el

egBemw MOD OO eemdr Bwm Om.
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@0 (§Da8w) 30 ¢8eRO® s

(1oreiorifl@ (sooTElS]) F7d S)apepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

500 & mOeO ped By 05 OO gm 03 88acd
Bostes’. 00 OEROB, avevm 5. ¢® VWemI®
exemptions, ®e»® FHO® FE BBeD BOEHOD e¢m
ased C8End »O8 ©® o® Bwd com wsies’. @®
8OV »D end mO1gy Bedmrds o5. ©8 Bws
noL gwens @z¥m. Dual citizenship Bedmds O, &
3OO B ERo ®BIB YOO,

3ew0, “Land transferred to a foreign bank at an
auction for debt recovery decree”. 8ed@w D1:m0cEO ewd
e 0wl @re C OBIN VOO I® CE OB
ge05y. ed@w VWO B0, J ydmw dxTesy vy & wewo
0® BAB-BROEST 05000 0dmn BB Bedmdlr Dy ©©
BesIm®.

D1¢OFO DrIesy @5 @@ WIieB. I» 00 BusIm®.
This is what the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella is interested in:
“A land transferred to a company with a majority foreign
shareholding from 1st January, 2013, and the effective
date of that if the company has been in active operation in
Sri Lanka for not less than 10 years".

®©F; 8 WS € w2 Bwd0
(omressryLll@ Tall & HedTTHTILdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Minister, what is the Clause you are referring to?

@0 (08w) 0 88 wmO® Swsn

(wrenryfle (so0TElS) #15 Sepeisio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

That is Clause 3 (1) on land transfer exemptions. Let
me go on. We have plenty of time. You can ask questions
later on.

3ew0, Strategic Development Projects: "As may be
approved by the Cabinet of Ministers and Parliament as
prescribed in the Strategic Development Projects Act".
For all those questions that you raised, wherever it has
been passed by Parliament as a strategic investment to
this country in terms of the Strategic Investment Law,
they can get that exemption. Now, you asked about the
Colombo Port City.

o0 LR BEgSe @omo
(omevsTLL0l@ svFagLosT FlifleTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Case by case.

@07 (pDr8w) so B emo® v

(wrerfl@ (seorpld) #15 S)epeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Yes, case by case, because it comes to Parliament as
individual cases. We debate it and once it is passed, then
they are eligible to get that exemption. So, on a large
number of investments, whether it is the Colombo Port
City or some important strategic investment, where the
question, "Why should they be caught up under this?"
would arise, that question is answered by that particular
section. 3gwd Beams, ©s; 68 o ezNw® OBEHS:
o0 ydme. An entity -

®C OB WS €GB Wm0
(oreryll@ rall &menTTHTIWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Minister, can | have a clarification on -

@0 (0a8x) 0= §8emO® Suvmn

(wreriflg (HTEIS]) F18 Sj1peisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

No, please. Hon. Member, since technical questions
are involved - [Interruption.]

®C 08 61 €232532 20

(omessryLll@ rail &hHesTTHITWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

In the amendments given by you all, in Clause 3(1)(g)
(iii), immediately after line 11, you are basically
inserting, "(h) any land, the title of which was transferred
to a company referred to in section 2(1)(b), during the
period commencing from January 1, 2013 and ending..." .
So, that means that any land given before 2013 would
basically fall out of this safety net.

@0 (0a8w) 0= §8emO® Suvmn

(wreriflg (S0TEIS]) F18 Sj1peisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Not the safety net; they will get the benefit of the
exemption. These laws will apply after 2013.

®C OB 61 €2325932 B0
(omessryLll@ rail &hHesTTHITWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
So, the law is with retrospective effect.

@0 (0a8w) 0 g8wmo® Sum

(wrebrfl@ (serhlg)) #15 Sjwpepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Yes, because the earlier Cabinet Paper and the
discussions were made in 2013. So, now let me go on.

@ (0a8w) w&e ¢ BSD Ovmn
(wrenrLyfl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Hon. Minister, may | ask a question?

@0 (0a8x) 0= §8emO® Suvmn
(wrarflg (sorBlg)) £185 S WepIsi)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Yes.

@0 (§028) w&s ¢ BTD Bwmo

(wrewryfl@ (HevTHF)) aniag & FAsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Hon. Minister, what you are saying is, if the land sale
was concluded before 1st January, 2013, these laws do

not apply.

@0 (§a8w) 80 38 emO® Svmn
(wrebr @ (sTpld)) #1d SjepeI%HiD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Exactly.
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@0 (08w) w&e ¢ BT Owmn

(orenTfl@ (H0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

So, the laws that would apply are the laws that were in
effect previous to this law.

@0 (o8w) 30 38 eqO® s
(wrenr i@ (sevrpl) #15 S)epeisio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
yes, under the Finance Act.

@07 (p0r8w) wds ¢ BID) Bwmo

(oreryfl@ (SVTHF) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

That means, there has to be a 100 per cent tax on the
sale of land?

@07 (pDr8w) o 4@ emo® v

(wrabrflg (sorBlg)) #15 Sjapapisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Yes. But, by this time, that transaction would have
been over.

@067 (p08w) w8s ¢ BT Bwmo

(oreryfl@ (SVTHF) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Correct. For instance, if a land transaction took place
in 2012, the Government must be paid a 100 per cent tax
on the entire value of that transaction.

@0 (8w) 30 38 eqO® s

(wrenr i@ (seorpl) #15 S)epeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

No, they would have paid that already under the
previous law.

@07 (p0r8w) w8s ¢ BTD) Bwmo

(oreryfl@ (S0THF) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Whether they paid or not, they would be liable for 100
per cent tax, is it not?

@07 (pDr8w) so B emo® v

(wrerfl@ (seorpld) #15 S)epeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

I think my interpretation is correct because | brought
in this law in 2004. Up to now, a person who has got a
land outright, that is, freehold title, would have paid that
100 per cent tax before the deed was registered. If some
people had dodged that, then of course, they will get
caught up because it would not have been registered by
that date.

@0 (08w) w&e ¢ BT Owmn
(orenrfl@ (H0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)
Okay, thank you.

®S OB WS €GB w0

(oreryll@ rall &menTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Minister, | will ask you one question. What
happens, if it has been bestowed to a Sri Lankan and if he
has sold that to a company before 2013, because he has a
right to do so?

@0 (0a8x) 0= §8emO® Suvmn

(wreriflg (HTEIS]) F18 Sj1peisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

That is, after paying that tax. Before 2013, any
transaction which would have transferred the land to a
foreigner would have had to pay that 100 per cent tax
irrespective of the laws that we are discussing today.

®C OB WS €GB w0
(orenryll@ rall &menTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
If the ownership is less than 50 per cent, this law does

not apply.

@0 (§a8w) 80 38 emO® Svmn
(wrebr @ (srpld)) #1d SjepeI%HiD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Exactly.

w506 O5IF S

(pewevenwETHRIGL 2 Mliilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

OO0 eI HOB, VIR Bedslesd O DrNdem
CHR. RANSO aBedm mCwem ¢gdes @D5Dc?

@G (0a8w) 80 g8emo® Swum

(wrasr fe (s0rH) e paisc)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

®0 IE WICW ¢, O MBBh® g Beadma.
sy & o 81EE weg NTH® gmdas wmd WO,
80 vded @@ ¢BIB0 ecsIm 8¢ 008. & Bwo woienimd
®0 WEw ecsim. 00 Bom BRw g¢ O18e »Smewds
L. 0@ O BEE WO 00 Wm@BE . e®wme,
Bedsews’ Dedn gowdsmednd-

G200 BBIF®
(BewevemGTHRIGL 2 Ml esri j6uider)
(The Presiding Member)

How many minutes do you need?

@0 (§a8w) 80 38 emO® Svmn
(e flg (sTEIF) #16 9jLpIsLo)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

I need, at least, another 20 minutes, Sir.

B0 OBIF®
(seweVewGTHRIGL 2 Ml esri j6uider)
(The Presiding Member)

Okay, we will try to manage the time.
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@0 (§Da8w) 30 ¢8eRO® s

(1oreiorifl@ (sooTElS]) F7d S)apepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Sir, please try to accommodate me because | think it is
worth it. | want to answer every question. Our bona fides
are very clear. exd, 33 vefor B ©35n® Bwo o,

Then, "An entity engaged in international commercial
operations to set up a branch or locate or relocate its
global regional operations as maybe approved by the
Cabinet”. 2358 ¢S50, g B.0dgoied & Ded®
©%2:0m0°:0C & B BOFOH W Bwe® BB Bwo.

o0 LR BEgSe @omo
(omevsrLLll@ svFagLoeiT FlifleTeL6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Relocate mcxoo.

@0 (8w) 30 38 emO® wvmn

(wrabn e (@orHH) a1 sepeis)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Relocate 680, 8:6823610057 emdnl O30, @0 8O
©%0:02:0C BeRD MEIC Ben DO ¢ GBI WESBBN
DO, Omed & e Comdd pedid @uy BEG
WO A 053, 38 AN WO SemEEHO OBIH
RN, OB @DEFO® IO VWACHO ¢B8Bw Beadnd,
& 200 & e CH @¢sIm). BONCTO edm BBwemO, &
Bestess Strategic Investment Law o2 «wde 9Fgedoy
o8 Beadm Blowemwsd gn® & «dens gsd oxim
80053, ©0; BB BEEE OIEne I BEosImdo.
& A ® O WO edsisy YOOI,

0 HEEDe BDD, 8Brlmywmd @BBe ow. OB
em0umO B85InJ 8886 nHHO. HYS HO DL
VOB ¢, OO & mdenw BwEe ¢dwma@. That is about
freehold.

azd @8 lease o o Y. ¢ lease o - de-
00 YO WO . YT & eEEHO «® BE
5D Hw eODD QB eI eahewd 8O JODE &goig
99 3O eerdn. cHERs BBHEE OFn® owrcd
3D, DIn@ Minister of Plantation Industries daewsy
8Oy meed 053¢ [ BEOF] ydeleod mced addig
99 0 genEE »O8 & On e Bgeed. [Pn BIOH]
®d. Rassagala Estate, & &oed® RBBeFel migs! Swide.
RINed ve® BB By en ot S¥idwed gBms e@ccHne
O B €. 9.8, 8wisnwm HOBHOB, vy gsT Bwedwd
a0 eccnd v BRewn. § §O yOieww® & company
OO G &z BYew. g 99 e dws Jew® O
288mc0 ¢BBw Credmh. RN glBmdews gesw.
o0 8o 8300 RIR®OT O8s B8O cgen ovie?
[P0 BB |0 BBwed emdunl Bgewn. addg 99 e
30wy  DmEIO VISV  whdewd I B
Cledmen. edewd mBIOe I 83w @ddg 99 adco
@Y. IR ¢BIHID, & ewreme COO derv® dden
1030 HOB ORI 8 BPeed BuEs. »300® addig
990 wdedd »O8 I e gdws’ Heed. dvemd &
eMmEeEIE 01newrs SR80 mdd SOFDEI e®m O
BCE BI5Y Wi DY dved Oy TS BwdBsIS
BOD o mIBTHY D, @@ e 9OdB; ¢’ WS IS
DuemEecs @I BwBEr. ©dLh SODHFDE, «©@® @®
O0EOHE ODEDO® FOBWHD SBWd WO YOOI,

DY DEE 900 OB @m0 Cwd eemBm gBdB6 CredsIH
[QFTH

Now, | am coming to the second issue of leases. ¢z¥
e® ¥¢ ox¥m®, a foreigner can lease land up to 99 years
without any restriction subject to a maximum Land Lease
Tax of 15 per cent. 8z @fus Bwwd 25 By ew. ¢y 8
Em Bwwd 150 a8 mer. & evEecd 8E8 &z @® ced
®8w 85Iy d ¢8Bwed 0simy v By & e®mEEHO 99
2801demO DO 0xvm yIO . w8, IO g eedxTm
R, a8 & ddecryy ©® w® emdE ¢y Bews ®IEo
Bedmrdr. o@mdig & om0E? mznsB e, a
condominium parcel, a dual citizen, lands in Bonded Areas
or Free Ports, Strategic Development Projects and an entity
which wants to come here and relocate its operations. «®
ememRO BImEwo ¢8Be ™D g o¥m B MO,
Bwwd 15 00d@ &0 ur¥m yoosl. nOxved gB0nw 82
w6 WO HOOBT. ¢l @ a8 v Busisy don.
g0 ehewd 80 cuvemn) ecww »HOB, ecim ©®HB
9O 0¥ I8 edxTesy Y Bwd Om. & emcEecd
OBE g om. F 0®me? oo 9E€.8. Swoznwem
#OBROB, & emEEsieod HBRW BE yPrmw ©d
WO 90O OIy OB By BB HO 388080 v
B@mE GeCw endsIny Avy. 8O vieed & emewddmn »IsIH
-g OuDwis WOBIH- BEE ©28. 980 »O evvews
EENEWE OMELEH WOBIH 8g Omd. decs Om QRO
DWOO ¢ WO e WwBHW OB Dhed O 8¢
om0, a8 O Besim Qv ® Jded By ©dw
g@me 7Om @B OO a8 OB . dedla
Pealdmasy e® 000 @b & emEecd @b
®osIesI?

& 0mECsT @BCE ComeD A rWOEL BEE vsImHdo.
Bedvewsi®, ¢wc® Wedyed - garment sector dow -
OB WO g Y eeBE ComOO FICE JCBH®
goens), Cmed IDOETO BEE eseom, CEID
88cow AWem® 8O 000 ewm wmdh. e®imE owd B
gdme ond 00 yadmer @B §en® & evEecd Gwo.
ged 0ed wde B ydmrw By meed B eceomd &
D8I gmHcE Bwie? edege omg S O-DC Yy
0853, 0® BBy WIS epwIdE Bwr. OBHEWO
$e38)00, Dodvewsi® mOWI 0¢lned®xindd »ne& &
emEeETed ®wme erdsIm 0DsIes]; BE) YIDED WsI®
edsiery. @ LR BEHEE OGRS, BBwwn
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o6 cHlEes A8y @vm
(orerLfl@ svFagLosir lifleTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
They fall in line.

@0 (§08w) 0 88 wmO® Swsn

(1oresoryifl @ (soTBlB]) F7d S)epepigiv)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Yes. In any case, they all have subsidiary companies.
Now, for example if a big blue-chip company has these
changes in their share structure, that is not going to affect
the subsidiary company that they have. They may have a
subsidiary company which deals with buying and selling
of lands or building condominiums. That is a subsidiary
company. Subsidiary ez@=Bed aB880:85®, & emde
8¢ Yo 0®el e B, (OB O 30060 0® BBw
DEBTTOBT B,

@0 (08w) w8 ¢ B Owmn
(orenTfl@ (H0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Hon. Minister, can | ask a question?

@07 (pDr8w) o 4B emo® v
(wrsbn e (seorBd) o15 Sepasio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Yes.

@0 (908w) w&s ¢ B O

(orerfl@ (HVTHF) aniay & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

What is the position in the case of a subsidiary
company that is not listed? The main company is listed
and the subsidiary companies are not listed. So, the share
transactions only happen with respect to the main
company.

@0 (o8w) 30 38 eqO® s

(wrenr i@ (se0rBlH) #15 S)epeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Hon. Member, what will happen is, in practical terms,
they will register companies. To meet this eventuality,
@m0 B weE S0 asim e08. Otherwise, of course
they have to take the risk of getting this matter into the
main company. So, the natural thing would be to form
subsidiary companies.

@07 (p08w) w8s ¢ BTD) Bwmo

(oreryfl@ (SVTHF) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

What you are essentially saying is that big
conglomerates - because you mentioned the name "John
Keells Holdings", let me take that example - have a
number of subsidiary companies and associate companies
that deal with land related transactions: apartments,

condominiums and so. So, what you are now saying is
that those companies will have to be actually broken up
from the mother company.

@0 (§028w) 0= §8mo® Svm

(oressryLll @ (BOTBIF) Frd ) (LPeIsLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Some are already broken up and others will have to be
broken up and be listed.

@0 (8w) w&s ¢ BSD O

(oresrLfl@ (SVTHIF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

If it is listed, then you will have to follow the one
year -

@0 (§028w) 0= §8wmo® Svm
(wreriflg (HOTEIS]) F1é Sj1peisio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

It is for that listed company alone.

@ (0a8w) w&e ¢ BSD Ovmn

(wrenrLyfl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

But, if it is not listed, the share ownership remains. Is
that not so?

@0 (§028w) 0= §8wmo® Svm

(wrevriflg (SOTEIS]) F1é Sj1peisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

No, once it is in the stock exchange, that will be an
independent listing.

@G (0a8w) w8s ¢ BTD @wmo

(oresryfl@ (SVTHIF) apiag & Fsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

In other words, what you are doing is, you are putting
a ceiling of 50 per cent share ownership for all companies
that -

@0 (0a8x) 0= §8emO® Suvmn
(wreriflg (S0TEIS]) F18 Sj1peisio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
- that are interested in -

@0 (§028) w&s ¢ BTD Bwmo

(wrewryfl@ (HevTHF)) aniag & FAsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Let me finish my question. In other words, what you
are saying by this law is, you are putting a ceiling of 49.9
per cent share ownership of foreigners in companies that
transact land. That means, whether they are building
hotels, shopping complexes or apartments, the maximum
share ownership can be 49.9 per cent.

@0 (0a8x) 0= §8emO® Suvmn

(wreriflg (STEIS]) F18 Sj1peisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Yes, unless they come under other exemptions. There
are a large number of exemptions.
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@0 (08w) w&e ¢ BT Owmn

(orenTfl@ (H0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Let us not worry about exemptions, Hon. Minister.

@07 (PDr8w) sos B emo® v
(wrsbn e (seorBd) #15 Sepasio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Why not? - [Interruption.]

@0 (08w) w&e ¢ BT Owmn

(orenrfl@ (H0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Let us not talk about the exemptions to the rule. Let us
talk about the rule.

@07 (pDr8w) o 4B emo® v

(wrabrflg (sorBlg)) 515 Sjapepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

The rule is very clear. That is, if they are going to the
stock market, that will be treated as an independent entity.
In that, these rules will apply regarding the shareholdings
in respect of that company.

@0 (028) w8s ¢ BTO Bwmn

(reswsrfl@ (SevTHIF)) aniag g FAsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Yes. If you take a company like John Keells Holdings,
it is a listed entity. It is not a privately held company.

@0 (8w) 30 38 eqO® wvmn

(wrenr i@ (seorpl) #15 S)epeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

But, it is a conglomerate. It is not only dealing with
land. They are conglomerates.

@0 (028) w8s ¢ BTO Bwmn

(reswsrfl@ (sevTHIF)) aniag g FAsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Correct. So, what | am saying is, companies within the
conglomerate that deals with land will have to be
removed and listed separately.

@0 (§D8w) 30 ¢8eRO® wmn

(1oreiorifl @ (so0TBlS)) F7d S)apepisiv)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

That is an executive decision for them. They can hive
off and start a company or choose to come under this law.
That is up to them.

@07 (p0r8w) w8 ¢ BID) Bwmo

(oreryfl@ (SVTHF) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Otherwise, the problem that you spoke of earlier will
arise. That means the mother company or the
conglomerate or the holding company will be liable in
that case.

@0 (028w) 0 88 wmO® Swsn

(1oresryifl @ (soTBlB)) F7d S)epepigiv)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

That is up to them. That is a corporate decision.

@0 (0a8w) w&s ¢ BSD Ovmn
(wrenrLyfl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

I just want to clarify.

@0 (08w) 80 g8wmo® Sum

(wrebrfl@ (serhlg)) #15 Sjwpepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Hon. Member, you and | both know that will be a
corporate decision they will take.

@0 (08w) w&e ¢ BSD Ovmn

(wrenrLyfl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Certainly. | just want to know the Government’s
position on that.

Yo 06t) O5IZn®
(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjouiTd6ir)
(The Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. Minister, you may continue.

@0 (0a8w) &30 §8emO® Suvmn

(wreriflg (S0TEIS]) #18 Sj1peisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

I have already dealt with that issue. Now, we come to
some of the concerns that have been aired. First, is the
question of the Strategic Investment Law. @-z000 gdens
@eedds Bae dnews? e® Strategic Investment Law o=
wOer Ceamd. 98 8uw Beadm nimwe IO
200390 ®C os¥m . ©o W8 ¢ BED O5IFnA, BOI
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Gotsz20:t) @IE2®

(seweVenSTHIGL 2 ILILNETT Sf6uTs6T)

(The Presiding Member)

O 2@ ROA, VIR0 mO eEDDC e@DEOE dv¥g?

@0 (gDa8w) 0 ¢8eRO® wmn

(wrenrflg (se0TElH) #15 Sjepeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

§owNnG®) 00 OIEROA, ©° D BruBw®m WICHE
508 vsiess.

0B OB IO Bwsiey Boyy By B® ©® ewg YEH
OBET @0o. ¢5Y BOWS FeWOCEO & VO -8 @®o-
cmE WO e §g0ern Bednies’. & e 8@dsTVewsy
e®ime mOBTenI? emew®e I e guy osies’? 9By
IO g8 »nOediun w¢cr Beadmd. Parate execution
DO O PR 98 8@ Beadmrdn. Sed@mewn 9t®
2000 Beadmdr mHO, DD Em BEH WO Bewmdo
20 & eE OO CH 0 P¥OOs »®edew ©®
wOor wmE »C Beamd. En Bw yOOsy no® a8 &-
[®000 BB®zF)

@6 CHERT A8y Ce Dvmo
(orenTLyfl@ svFagLosit slifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Are you going to have parate execution?

@0 (8w) 30 38 eqO® s
(wrenr i@ (se0rBlH) #15 S)epeisio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Yes, we can have it.
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gaas ese0fED w0z &
T ST(BIGSUIDLILIGNIDDS).
Question proposed.

Bosscd BBIB®
(sewevenBTHIGL 2 MILILNESTT Sy6uTdeir)
(The Presiding Member)

@9cl, ©@DeW® FHBE.
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o0 858 eg®ees Pomo
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Presiding Member)

©9CB. @O FRABA.

The next speaker is the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran. You
have 40 minutes.
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[2.49 p.m.]

@0 ©0.8. 8g®sIBTsT Owmn

(omessrL L@ 6TLD.67. FLofhSTesT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Presiding Member. The Hon.
Member who preceded me was pleased to say that when
one points a finger at another person, four fingers point at
the very same person.

@6 857 ¢ Datd QeRdBRD Owmn
(orenrLfl@ Fedleit $ suren G enTouTBHewT)
(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)
Nine fingers.

@0 ©8.98. @I RCsT Dwmn

(omevorLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. &rLofblredr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

He said nine fingers point at the same person. All of
us know what he has been doing with his fingers in recent
times and where the imprints have been left. -

[Interruption.] So, we will not go further into that, we will
let him do all the damage he does and continues to do to
the image of the country. This Bill - [Interruption.]

@G 83853 ¢ Datd QeRd B Owmn

(omevsrL L@ FEIGIT S 6UTEIV (& 6UT6U T H6T)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

We can imagine the damage you have done -

[Interruption.]

@0 ©0.8. 1y®sIBGsT Owmn

(omessrL L@ 6TLD.67. S LofhSTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

All right. We will let the people decide that. -
[Interruption.]

@6 Os¥FOcew
(orerfl@ o muliferi g meurr)
(An Hon. Member)

They have already decided.

@0 ©9.9. 3@ BcsT Bwmn

(omensTLyLfl@ 6TiD.67. SiofbglTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Who is that? Ah! "Jumpers" - [Interruption.]

Hon. Presiding Member, the Land (Restrictions on
Alienation) Bill that has been presented today, in the first
part of the Preamble states, | quote:

“....WHEREAS in furtherance of the development policies being
promoted by the Government in the backdrop of a globally
integrated environment, it is deemed expedient and necessary to
ensure the prudent use of land which is a limited resource,.....”

Now, this ideal is most welcome and the Bill, as a
whole or at least in the direction that it moves, is a
welcome one. But, there are several inadequacies in this,
several shortcomings in this, and | will endeavour to
identify some of those in the course of my speech .

The second part of the Preamble talks about the
National Policy. It states, | quote:

“AND WHEREAS it is the National Policy to regulate the use of

I want to pause there for a moment. To declare
National Policy under the Constitution, particularly that
of land, is not left to the Government. If one looks at
Appendix Il to the Constitution, there should be a
National Land Commission, but there is no National Land
Commission. This Appendix was brought in 1987, but to
date, there is no National Land Commission. The
Government is presenting Bills boldly stating that it is the
National Policy and states something as a National Policy
which is contrary to the provisions in the Constitution,
which declares how the National Policy on land use must
be formulated. Firstly, there must be a National Land
Commission, which is not there. Secondly, it states that
once the National Land Commission is established, it
would be the responsibility of that Land Commission to
formulate the National Policy. So, it is not up to the
Cabinet of Ministers who sanction this Bill and presents it
through one of their Members to this House. It must be
the National Land Commission that must formulate the
National Policy on land. So, there is a very serious breach
here of the provisions of the Constitution.

Then, it states that this Commission will include
representatives of all Provincial Councils in the Island.
That is what the Constitution lays down. The
Constitution, in 3:4 of Appendix Il states, | quote:

“In the exercise of the powers devolved on them, the powers shall
be exercised by the Provincial Councils having due regard to the
national policy formulated by the National Land Commission.”

So, the Constitution is quite clear as to who formulates
National Policy on land and as to who exercises those
powers that are devolved on the Provincial Councils in
accordance with the National Policy that has been
formulated. Now, the Government is observing this
wholly in the breach.

Then, | will come straightaway to what the Hon.
Member who spoke before me said. He referred to the
20,000 deeds and permits that were distributed recently in
Kilinochchi with much fanfare. The procedure adopted
for identifying the recipients on that occasion was wholly
opposed to the procedure laid down in the Constitution.
That is another one of those instances that we can identify
as an intentional violation of the Constitution, which in
fact, is an impeachable offence. | identified some
provisions as to who can exercise these powers. It is a
Provincial Council that can exercise these powers. | read
the provisions in the Constitution.- [Interruption.] It must
be in accordance with the National Policy on land. But,
that policy must be formulated by the National Land
Commission and there is no National Land Commission;
that has not been appointed. But, it is not only that. The
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procedure that has been laid down with regard to State
land comes under No. 1 in Appendix Il of the
Constitution. | read 3:4 earlier.

The Constitution, under 1:3 of Appendix Il states, |
quote:

“Alienation or disposition of the State land within a Province to any
citizen or to any organization shall be by the President, on the
advice of the relevant Provincial Council, in accordance with the
laws governing the matter.”

No doubt, it is the President who can alienate State
land. The final act of alienation rests entirely with the
President, under his hand and with the seal of the
Republic, but he does that only on the advice of the
relevant Provincial Council in accordance with the laws
governing the matter and that is the Constitution which |
just read out, a proviso under Appendix Il in the
Constitution. But, this is being breached and the Hon.
Member had the temerity to ask me why we were not
present. We were not present at an occasion when the
laws of the land were being breached willy-nilly; when
the Constitution itself was being breached; when the
Provincial Council had nothing to do with picking the
recipients or even advising His Excellency as to how this
should happen.

@0 gCd &.09.08. atddd ®wmn
(LomesrLLfl@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SjeTV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

§o05205:8) @IE®0

(pewevemGTHRIGL 2 MmiliilesTi Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

BB y@m e Y5, © @eddS BIEH®.

00 aC®d £.69.68. 2tdO8 Pwmn

(omesorLyLfl@ SVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SjeTV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, this is just like the devil quoting the Scripture.
People of the Northern Province have given their rights to
persons in the Northern Province, but they are not
functioning. The Hon. Vigneswaran is not giving lands to
the people.

G806 O5IE 0@

(pewevemsTHRIGL 2 Ml ilesi jeuideir)

(The Presiding Member)

That is not a point of Order. Hon. Sumanthiran, you
carry on.

@0 ©9.9. 30 B05T Bwmn

(omenrLyL0)@ 6TiD.67. SiofbgTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

We know who the devil here is. | am quoting the
Constitution. If the Hon. Member does not know that, he
should sit down. | am reading the provisions of the

Constitution. | wish the Hon. Minister to reply to this
because we are talking about land alienation, land
alienation to foreigners. I am broadly, as | said, in
agreement with the sentiments in the Bill although there
are serious shortcomings, which | will identify. But, we
do have a situation where we have a much bigger
problem with regard to land alienation to the citizens of
this country. There is a problem with regard to land
alienation to foreigners. That must be curbed, that must
be restricted and we welcome your efforts in that
direction. We wish more can be done in this but while
you exercise caution with regard to land that can be
owned by persons who are not citizens of this country,
why do you not follow the laws with regard to alienation
of land to your own citizens?

@0 D0 @SB §oBeosT Buwm (23 O» 5888508
Bewdess g@msn®d)

(wrewryfl@ aflprwsapiss wraflgrer - W@y Cumnm g
O|EDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Vinayagamoorthi Muralidaran - Deputy Minister
of Resettlement)

They have got land.

o0 ©8.8. e®sIBS5T Owmm

(omressrL L)@ 6TD.67. FHiohSBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I just read the provisions of the Constitution.

@S DreebB §iB¢osy ®wm
(wrenryLilg allprwsepisd) wpreflsrer)
(The Hon. Vinayagamoorthi Muralidaran)
Why are you opposing?

©0 99.9. @B Owmo

(Lomressry L)@ 6TD.67. FHrLohSBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I am just saying why | am opposing it. If you sit and
listen, you will understand.

@S DreebB §iB¢osy ®wm
(wrenryLilg allprwsepisd) wpreflsrer)
(The Hon. Vinayagamoorthi Muralidaran)
I understand. They have got land.

o0 ©8.8. e®sIBSET Owmn

(omressrL L)@ 6TD.67. FHiohSBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Deputy Minister, if you listen to my speech you
will understand why | am opposing. | am not opposed to
land being given to the Tamil people, the Sinhala people
or the Muslim people. I want land to be given to all the
peoples of this country; I want land to be given to all the
citizens of this country but | want that to be done in
accordance with the law, not at the whim and fancy of
somebody. There is a law in this country. | am quoting
from the Constitution, the supreme law of the country and
you cannot say one word in defence of the accusation that
I am making. There was no advice from the Provincial
Council. What can you say about that? Do not just sit
there and talk what comes to your mouth. If you do not
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understand what | am saying, at least sit and listen
quietly. There is a provision that | have just read out that
mandates -

@0 DoneoBB §oBessT dwmo

(revsryfl@ el Brwsepisd wpreflsreir)

(The Hon. Vinayagamoorthi Muralidaran)

I understand. You are talking for your own good.

@0 8.9, 4@ BcsT Dwmn

(omevrLy LBl 6TiD.67. Lol Tedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Not my own good. Answer the question. Why can you
not answer the question? Has this been followed?
[Interruption.]

Ge5006:8) O5IE 0@
(pewevemsTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi jeuideir)
(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Sumanthiran, you carry on.

@0 ©8.8. @I RCsT Dwmn
(omevorLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. &rLofblreir)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
No, Sir, I will take him on.

§o05205:8) @IES

(pewevemGTHRIGL 2 MmiliilesTi Oj6uider)
(The Presiding Member)

Please allow the Hon. Member to speak.

@0 ©0.8. 1y®sIBGsT Owmn

(omessrL L@ 6TLD.67. S iofhSTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I have cited provisions - [Interruption.] - Yes, you do

not care about this. | have cited provisions and | have
raised the question. If responsibly, somebody can answer,
I will take that answer but not this kind of shouting. All
right, Hon. Minister, can you tell us? | will give way to
the Hon. Minister.

@0 (gD8w) 30 ¢8eRO® wmn

(1oredorifl @ (so0THlS)) F7d S)epepisiv)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

My good Friend has raised a question to which he
himself knows the answer. If there is any piece of
legislation which is ultra vires the Constitution, you had
every right -

@0 8.8, 4@ BcsT Dwme
(omevrLy L0l 6TiD.6T. Lol Tedr)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I am not talking about this Bill.

@0 (8w) 30 38 eqO® s

(wrenr i@ (seorpl) #15 Sjepeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Why not? You just talked about the Bill at hand. If
your argument is correct, you should have moved
Supreme Court, and then, they would have advised the
Hon. Speaker as to what procedure he should follow.

©0 99.9. @B Owmo
(Lomressry L)@ 6TLD.67. FHrLohSBTedr)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
No, Hon. Minister, -

@0 (0a8x) 0= §8emO® Suvmn
(wrarflg (sorBlg)) £185 S WapIsL)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Now, you raised the issue, let me answer.

o0 ©8.8. e®sIBSET Owmn

(omressrL L)@ 6TD.67. FHLohSBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

You are not answering the question that I have raised.

@0 (§028w) 0= §8wmo® Svm
(wrebryfl@ (sTplg)) 18 SjepgusHip)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Why not?

o0 ©8.8. e®sIBSET Owmn
(omressrL L)@ 6TD.67. FHiohSBTedr)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
No, no.

@0 (§0280) 0= §8wmo® Svm

(wrevriflg (HOTEIS]) F18 Sj1peisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Sir, having been absolutely silent on this matter, and
their leaders participating in discussing the Agenda of
this House, he now comes here and says that this is ultra
vires the Constitution. This is totally unacceptable.

©0 99.9. @B Owmo

(LomressrLy L)@ 6T1D.67. FHLohSBTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I have raised the question of 20,000 land permits and
deeds that were given without the advice of the Provincial
Council. Can you give me an answer to that?

@0 (0a8w) 0= §8eRO® Suvmn

(wreriflg (S0TEIS]) #18 Sj1peisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

No, you took up the position that is ultra vires the
Constitution, in which case you could have taken this in
the proper forum.

o0 ©8.8. e®sIBS5T Owmn

(omressrL L)@ 6TD.67. FHiohSBredr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I have raised another question. Answer my second
question. | will give way. Why do you not answer that
now? | will give way to you; answer that question. You
have no answer.

@0 (§028w) 0= §8wmo® Svm

(wresriflg (SOTEIS]) F18 Sj1peisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

The same reply obtains. If there is any jot or tittle in
this draft Bill to which you object, you should have gone



997 28Ee®5Ind 998

[0 (@008w) o a8 ene® Swmn)

to the proper forum. Instead of doing that, once it has
passed that stage, you are coming here and complaining
about it.

@0 ©9.9. 3@ B0sT Bwmn

(omenrLyLfl@ 6TiD.6T. &riofbglTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

No, no, | am not talking about the Bill. The speaker
from the Government side who spoke before me raised
this issue about 20,000 land deeds and permits. -

[Interruption.] You are conceding now the second issue

that 1 have raised, that those 20,000 deeds and permits
have been given unlawfully; there was no exercise of the

provisions of the Constitution. - [Interruption.] No, I did
not bring it. It was brought from your ranks.

@0 (po8w) 30 38 eqO® s

(wrenr i@ (seorpl) #15 S)epeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Why do you not move with the matter at hand?

@0 ©0.8. 1g®sIBGsT Owmn

(omessrL L@ 6TLD.67. S LofhSTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

It was a Member from the Government side who
raised it; so, | am asking the Minister.

@0 (o8w) 30 38 eqO® wvmn
(wrenr i@ (seorBl) #15 S)epeisio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
You are an educated lawyer.

@0 ©0.8. 8g®sIBGsT Owmn

(omessrL L@ 6TLD.67. FLofhSTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

That is immaterial. It was not raised by me. It was
raised by a Member of the Government and | am asking
in reply to that. He said, “l wish you will reply”. | am
replying to that and raising it and the Minister cannot
answer that question. That is the simple position. It is
not only those 20,000 deeds and permits -

@07 (pDr8w) so B emo® v

(wrarfl@ (seorpld) #15 S)epeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

I am not responsible for what you are saying about
20,000 deeds, permits et cetera. There is a different
procedure in Parliament for that, we can discuss it.

@0 8.8, 4@ BcsT Dwme

(omevrLy LBl 6TiD.67. Lol Tedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I am happy with that answer that you are not
responsible for that. | am happy with that answer.
Thank you.

Now, it is not only those 20,000 deeds and permits
that have been given away wholly unlawfully, we are

concerned about large tracks of land that already belong
to the citizenry of this country who have private deeds,
and who cannot go back to their land. | did say that there
are salutary provisions in this Bill, you are trying to curb
the foreigners owning land or bring restrictions in some
ways but what about the citizens who have title to their
land, who have their deeds and cannot go back to their
land? You are a Minister in the Government. You act
with collective responsibility of the Cabinet. The
Government has repeatedly given assurances that these
people can go back and live in these places.

@0 (0a8w) o g8wmo® Swum

(wrerfl@ (serhlg)) #15 Sjepepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

This is a very ridiculous situation and we cannot
continue with activities of Parliament in this way.

My good Friend, the Hon. Member, is raising various
issues which are not at all germane to the subject that we
are discussing today. We are talking about restricting -
[Interruption.] You are talking about the rights of other
people. - [Interruption.] Sir, | am not against it. But, this
is not the occasion. You have various other mechanisms

under which you can raise this issue.

o0 ©8.8. e®sIBSET Owmn

(orerL Ll 6TLD.6T. LB TesT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

This is certainly the occasion. When you present a
Bill that seeks to curb ownership and other rights of land
by foreigners, it is entirely within my rights to raise the
other question: "What about the rights of the citizens?" -
[Interruption.] All right, if you do not want to answer,
that is all right. We know your difficulty, but | am raising
the question nevertheless. | realize the difficulty of
intelligent Members of Cabinet. [Interruption.] No, | can
raise - [Interruption.] | am talking about ownership of
lands of the citizens.

There is identified 67,000 acres of land that has not
been allowed to be utilized by persons who are owners
of that land. Now, that is something that we are more
concerned about and | will cite areas in which this
continues to happen. In the Trincomalee District, most
recently 1 myself went and saw in two areas: one in
Kanguweli, and the other in Tennamarawadi, where
people who have cultivated those lands and were
displaced, who have come back and started cultivation
are being prevented from cultivating their lands. Now, the
Government officials are blocking, are taking sides with
others and not allowing even the permit holders to
cultivate those lands. In the Ampara District, Pottuvil
West, Palayadiveddai, Kaninkuva area, again 251
farmers are affected. They were given permits from 1976
onwards. They had been cultivating; most of them are
Muslims, and they have continued to cultivate it with
short interruptions but from 1996 to 2011, they have
cultivated those lands but now they are being prevented.
They are being prevented by Government officials.
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There is a letter from the Government Agent and from the
Divisional Secretary of Lahugala who have said that they
cannot cultivate those lands and they have been forcibly
stopped from cultivating those lands.

@07 Daggedd snrnems Pwm (HBm Wi W
80®088 F2DEV0 FIB0)

(orewrll@ eurHGseu prewmwsisTy - Gsfw Griflssr,
FPFH PHEVLILITL (h) S|EHLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of National
Languages and Social Integration)

Are any others cultivating those lands?

@0 ©8.8. @I RCsT Dwmn

(orevsT L)@ 6TLD.6T. FriDbITedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

No, nobody else is cultivating those now. But, these
people have been stopped from cultivating these lands.

@0 (028w) 0 88 wmO® Swsn
(1orevoryifl @ (soTlg]) F7d S)apepissio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Do they have titles?

o6 ©0.8. 1PsIBRGsT Owm

(orevsT L)@ 6TLD.6T. FrLDBITeT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

No, on permits. - [Interruption.] Yes. Why is this
happening? Why is it happening in Tennamarawadi? Why
is it happening in Kanguweli? Why is it happening in
Palayadiveddai where Tamil and Muslim farmers are
living? | am ashamed to identify their races but that is
what is happening. Farmers are prevented from -
[Interruption.]

@0 (08w) 0 88 wmO® Swsn

(1orevoryifl @ (soTIg]) F7d S)apepissio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Hon. Member, it is quite possible that there are
administrative problems like that which have arisen. But,
it is your duty to bring it to the Consultative Committee.
Then, the officials who will be there will give an answer.
I mean, you are assuming this. | want to say that you are
assuming mala fide on the part of the Government. There
is no such thing.

@0 8.8, 4@ BcsT Dwme

(LomesTLLO)@; 6TLD.6T. Frlobd)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Minister, if it is one isolated incident in one part,
I will not assume any such Government policy. But, if it
is happening from the northern part of the Eastern
Province to the southern most part of the Eastern Province
and if it is happening only to the Tamil and Muslim
farmers, then, | certainly have the right to suspect that
there is some kind of policy that is being implemented,
and that is why | identified the areas from North to the
South of the Eastern Province.

@0 (§0a8x) 30 §8emO® Suvmn

(oreirfl@ (seorplg]) 1 S)papisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

My dear Friend, please answer this question. Have
you raised this matter as a National List MP with the
administrative authority?

@0 ©9.68. @I RG5T Owmo

(LomessTLLO)@ 6TLD.6T. Frlofb)TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Yes, we have raised this issue.
letters.

We have written

@0 (§028w) 0= §8mo® Svm
(oreiryfl@ (seorBlg]) F1d S)pepisHio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
So, what was the reply?

oG ©8.8. g@sIBCsT Owmn

(LomessTL{LO)@ 6TLD.6T. Frlofb)TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

We have not got any reply. We have raised it but we
have not got any reply. | am raising it in Parliament
because this is a very serious issue.

@0 (0a8w) 80 g8wmo® Sum

(wrerflg (seormld) #15 S)epeusio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

But, you are raising it for the first time. You have so
many other ways: You could have discussed it with the
Minister concerned; you could have raised a question in
Parliament; you could have raised this in the Consultative
Committee.

@0 99.8. g®s¥RG5T Owmo

(LomessTLLO)@; 6TLD.6T. FrlofhS)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Yes, | am raising this issue for the first time in
Parliament. But, | have a whole file full of letters that
have been written. This issue has been raised but there
has been no response to that. So, | am asking the
question: Is there something that is growing on in stealth,
because this is happening not in one place but in several
places, particularly in the Eastern Province?"

Now, I will come to the Northern Province. | said in
the Northern Province, there were 67,000 acres of land.
Most of those are not State lands on permits but are
private lands that are held on private deeds and those
people are unable to go.

The Hon. Member from Hambantota from the UNP
raised the issue of a golf course in some area, somewhere
in Monaragala. The same type of golf course is there in
the Northern Province also, in Valikamam North. Three
hundred and fifty acres of land has been taken for a golf
course for security forces when people from seven or
eight villages as a whole have not been able to resettle in
that area and they are still living in what is called,
“Welfare Centres,” basically in displaced camps. Now,
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why is this happening? You say, you are doing this to
protect the rights of the citizens to own land and that you
do not want the rights of the citizens to own land taken
away by foreign companies and foreigners. That is a
welcome notion. But, what about those who already own
lands, already have permits? Merely because they do not
belong to one particular community, are they to suffer this
ignominy? Are they to suffer this ignominy of living in
welfare centres for 24 or 25 years, while the land that they
cultivated, land that came from several ancestors of theirs
being used for golf courses, tennis courts and swimming
pools of the military who claim it to be taken for security
purposes? What is the security purpose of having
swimming pools and tennis courts there? Now, do you
not see a dichotomy here? Do you not see a problem
here?

With all of these, you are presenting a Bill on the basis
that the rights of the citizens to own land must be
protected.

Now, | come to provisions of this Bill. There are some
exemptions. | would like to welcome some of these
exemptions because there was an issue with regard to
transfer of land, even gifts by somebody to their children,
if those children had become foreign citizens. Even
though the law did not prohibit it, administratively those
deeds were not being registered for sometime. That was
again a violation of the law but I hope this law now
clarifies it because Clause 3 (1)(d) states, “any land -

@0 (8w) 30 38 eqO® Swvmn
(wrer i@ (sevrplH) #15 S)epeisio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Can | clarify it?

@0 ©9.9. 3@ BcsT Bwmn
(LomevTLLOl@ 6TLD.6. SriobTedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Yes

@0 (gDa8w) 0 ¢8eRO® wmn

(1oreioryifl@ (sooTlS]) F1d S)apepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

As you rightly said Hon. Member, there were certain
grey areas in the past. One of the objectives of this Bill is
to clarify those.

@0 ©9.9. 30 B05T Bwmn
(LomevTL L)@ 6TLD.6. SriobETedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
I am glad this is clarifying it.

@0 (08w) 0 88 wmO® Swsn
(1orevoryifl @ (soTlg]) F7d S)apepissio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Yes, that is now taken care of.

©0 99.9. @B Owmo

(orerLLll@ 6TLD.67. SrLoBEIesr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I welcome that because under this even a gift to a next
of kin who maybe a foreigner is exempt from this
restriction and we are thankful to the Government for
clarifying that and making that transfer possible. But, the
issue that | want to raise is with regard to the large
latitude that has been given to the lands that have been
identified under the Strategic Development Projects Act.
This is where there is provision or there is opportunity for
large amounts of corruption. If you lay down a particular
policy and state the law, the law must be very clear. If
you give an authority or a body of persons, it maybe part
of the Government or it maybe an administrative

machinery, that kind of latitude to decide - [Interruption.]

Yot 06:t) 5IZn®
(pemevenSTHRIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjouiTd6ir)
(The Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. Minister.

@0 (§a8w) 80 3 emO® Svmn

(orer g (seormlS) #15 S)epeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Every project under the Strategic Investment Law
must be passed by this Parliament. 1t comes before us. If
there is any contravention of the Constitution, existing
laws or whatever, you have every right, firstly to seek the
judicial remedy.

©0 99.9. g®s¥RG5T Owmo
(LomessTLLO)@ 6TLD.6T. FrlofbS)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

But, that is not what the Bill states.

@0 (§a8w) 80 38 emO® Svmn

(wrairiflg (soorBlg]) 576 Sfepepusio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Why not? It is covered under the Strategic Investment
Law.

©0 99.9. g®s¥RG5T Owmo
(LomessTLLO)@; 6TLD.6T. FrlofbS)TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I will read the provision to you.

@0 (§a8w) 80 38 emO® Svmn
(wreri e (seordd) s15 Sepesio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Yes, read it.

o0 ©8.8. 1®sIBS5T Owmn
(orerLLll@ 6TLD.6T. SFrLOBETedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Clause 3(2) of the Bill states, I quote:

“The Minister may in consultation with the Minister to whom the
subject of lands has been assigned and with the prior written
approval of the Cabinet of Ministers, by Order published in the
Gazette, exempt any foreign entity engaged in the banking,
financial, insurance, maritime, aviation, advanced technology or
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infrastructure development project identified as a Strategic
Development Project, in terms of the provisions of the Strategic
Development Projects Act, No. 14 of 2008, from the application of
the provisions of section 2.”

It says, “The Minister may....”. What is identified as a
Strategic Development Project is presented before
Parliament and approval is sought. So, that comes up for
debate. But, which of that the two Ministers will exempt
from the provisions of Section 2, is left to them.

@0 (08w) 0 88 wmO® Swsn

(1orevoryifl @ (s0TEIF]) F7d S)apepissio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Hon. Member, let me explain. When we bring in the
Strategic Investment Law, we specify in that law the
exemptions that are granted. That is not left to any official
because at the heart of that strategic investment exercise,
is the need to get Cabinet approval to go above any other
existing law. That is why we bring it to Parliament.

@0 ©0.98. 4@ BcsT Dwmo

(LomevsTLLO)@; 6TLD.6T. Frlobd)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

On the ground, we have seen grave abuse of these
discretionary powers that are being given.

@07 (pDr8w) so B emo® v

(wrarflg (seorpl) #15 S)epeusio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

No. If you can look at some of the strategic investment
laws that we have commonly passed in this House -

@0 ©9.9. 3@ B0sT Bwmn

(LorevTL L)@ 6TLD.6. Sriob B TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

This does not say when an industry or enterprise is
automatically identified under the Strategic Development
Projects Act that it will be exempt from Section 2. It does
not say that. It gives to the two Ministers concerned the
discretion to identify which of those will be exempted
from Section 2 and which will not be.

@0 (028w) 0 88 wmO® Swsn

(1orevoryifl @ (soTIF]) F7d S)apepissio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Hon. Member, every Strategic Investment Law does
not carry the same set of exemptions. That depends on the
situation.

@0 ©0.8. 8g®sIBGsT Owmn

(LorevTL L)@ 6TLD.6T. FriDBETedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

That, | understand. That is when it comes for approval
to Parliament.

@0 (028w) 0 88 wmO® Swsn
(1orevoryifl @ (soTIg]) F1d S)apepissio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Even these exemptions will now be listed.

©0 99.9. @B Owmo

(orerLLll@ 6TLD.67. SrLoBEIesr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

That is what you are saying now from the Floor of the
House and | welcome that clarification. But, that is not
what the Bill says.

OO DoggedO BNBNWII TS BwWmn

(wrenrll@ euraGseu BremTTWESTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

The word "may" there does not mean discretion.

@0 ©9.68. @I RG5T Owmo

(LomessTL{LO)@ 6TLD.6T. Frlofb)TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Yes, the Bill says “may”. So, | am saying that that
gives the discretion to the Ministers concerned. We have
seen how the Urban Development Projects (Special
Provisions) Act has been abused. We have seen in the
City of Colombo how this is being abused and the law not
being followed. We have to look at Bills that are
presented and laws that are made in the backdrop of what
is happening presently in the country. | can speak about
this because that court action is now over. There was an
instance when we had to rush to court to stop the UDA
demolishing a building. That property had not even been
acquired, not even Section 2 notice had been given. They
had deeds to those properties. You had bulldozers parked
outside. Everyday, | had to plead with the judge to ask
that the bulldozers be kept aside. They had to come to
some kind of settlement. Otherwise, those houses would
be knocked down. That was only four houses out of 48.

@0 (§a8w) 80 38 emO® Svmn

(wrairifl (soorBlg]) 576 Sfepepusio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

You are going on with that. Do you want me to
explain?

o0 ©8.8. e®sIBS5T Owmn
(orerLLll@ 6TLD.6T. SFrLOBETesT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Yes.

@0 (§028w) 0= §8wmo® Svm

(oreiryfl@ (seorBlg]) F1d S)pepisHio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Whenever we bring in a law, the UDA law or any
other law, built into that law and also in the general law,
there are remedies that are available and in the very
example that you mentioned, you have availed yourself of
that remedy.

@0 ©8.68. g@sIRG5T Owmo

(LomessTLLO)@ 6TLD.6T. Frlofb)TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Under the Urban Development Projects (Special
Provisions) Act, the jurisdiction is removed to the
Supreme Court and it specifically -
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@0 (Da8w) 0 88 eRO® s

(1oreiorifl@ (s0THIS]) F7d S)apepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

The problem is, Sir, the Opposition does not use the
remedies that are available to them. Then, they come and
shout here.

@0 ©8.98. @I RCsT Dwmn

(orevsTL L)@ 6TLD.6T. FrLDBITeT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Minister, why do you not listen to what | am
saying? Under the Special Provisions law, even the
Supreme Court cannot grant interim relief. So, your house
will be knocked down first. You are only entitled to
compensation after that. So, | am saying, draconian laws
like that are being abused. Draconian laws like that are
being abused by this Government against its own citizens
and then you bring in this Bill and say, “foreigners will
be now debarred from owning”. But, you are providing an
avenue under the Strategic Development Projects Act and
giving a discretion to that Minister and another Minister
to decide which one of those lands will be exempt from
this. So, you are opening this to grave abuse. | am saying
this most responsibly. I am not about to pronounce on this
but the whole country knows the level of corruption in
this country today. The whole country knows where that
level of corruption is; whether it is at the bottom level
where a peon is taking Rs. 50. - [Interruption.]JNo, no,
that is not what is happening in this country; it is the
opposite that is happening. The corruption is at the
highest level and this is - [Interruption.]

Gos06t) B5IEn®a

(semevenSTHRIGL 2 N6 SjouTs6r)

(The Presiding Member)

Let the Hon. Member speak. Hon. Sumanthiran, you
have five minutes left.

@0 8.8, 4@ BcsT Dwme

(LomevsTLLO)@; 6TLD.6T. Frlobd)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

When that is the case, giving further discretions to
higher officials and personalities like this will exacerbate

the situation and not combat - [Interruption.] All right. If

you want to explain the corruption at the highest level, |
welcome that. - [Interruption. Ah, "shall" and "may" you
have explained.

@0 (8w) 30 38 eqO® s

(1orsior i@ (seorBlg)) #rd S)@pepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

We have deliberately put the word “may”-

@0 8.8, 4@ BcsT Dwme

(LomesTLLO)@; 6TLD.6T. Frlobd)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I am not giving way now. Hon. Minister, if you want
to explain the corruption at the highest level, yes,

certainly I will give way to you. "May" and "shall" you
have already explained.

It is a fact. - [Interruption.] Hon. Minister, | do not

want to put you into grave difficulty in getting you to
comment -

w506 O5IFn®

(sewevenwHTHRIGL 2 Mliilesri jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you are losing your time. You have got
only five more minutes.

@0 (§028w) 0= §8mo® Svm
(oreiryfl@ (seorBlg]) 1 S)pepisHio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Hon. Sumanthiran, give me the opportunity.

o0 ©8.8. e®sIBSET Owmn
(orerL Ll 6TLD.6T. LB TesT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

All right. | will give the Hon.

opportunity.

Minister the

@0 (0a8x) 0= §8emO® Suvmn

(orewrfl@ (seorplg]) 1 S)papisHio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

You spent some time on the legality of the words
“shall” and “may". Did you not? You spent some time on
that and several times, you challenged me to say, "Why
do you not explain that on the Floor of this House?"

@0 99.9. g®s¥RG5T Owmo

(LomessTLLO)@ 6TLD.6T. FrlofhS)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

The honourable Colleague seated next to you knows
that well.

@0 (0a8w) &30 §8eRmO® wvmn

(orewrfl@ (seorplg]) 14 S)@papisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Did you not say that? So, now | am accepting your
invitation and trying to explain that. Then, you are raising
another point.

Sir, | will tell you the reason why we have put “shall”
as against “may”, of which my distinguished lawyer
Friend has made a big issue. That is, since it comes to
Parliament and the final discretion is left with Parliament
to amend the Strategic Investment Law or any provisions,
if they so wish, we have been advised that we should use
the word “may” there and not “shall”, actually as a sort of
concession, as a sort of a gesture to Parliament. That is
all. None of those sinister interpretations that you have
brought, Hon. Member, is valid. This is simply a legal
advice that we have received, that as a courtesy to the
House, we should use the word “may”. So, this shows
how every little thing is being converted into a
conspiracy theory.
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G020 @IES

(pewevemGTHRIGL 2 Miliilesi Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, thank you very much. Now, let the
Hon. Member wind up.

@0 ©0.8. 8y®sIBGsT Owmn

(LorevTL L)@ 6TLD.6T. FriDBETeT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

The Hon. Minister says "every little thing." | started
with the provisions of the Constitution that are being
violated willy-nilly. That is "every little thing" for you,
Hon. Minister. - [Interruption.] Disposition of State land,
alienation of State land and the provisions contained in
the Constitution cannot be dismissed as "every little
thing", certainly not by a senior Minister like you.

@0 (8w) 30 3@ eqO® v

(1orsir i@ (seorBlg)) #rd S)@pepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

You never used the facilities and the avenues available
to you to challenge those things when the Bill came up.
Now, you are talking about those here.

@0 ©9.9. 30 BcsT Bwmn

(LorevTL L)@ 6TLD.6. SriobETedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I am not on the challenge of this Bill.

@G 90y DO Owmn
(oresoryfl@ @)rresr aildalrLorder)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
That is done at the Supreme Court.

@0 ©0.8. 1y®sIBTsT Owmn

(LorevTL L)@ 6TLD.6T. FriDB I TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Yes, that is the other thing. You make the court
independent and we will go and challenge the Bill and
have an independent decision. You pack it with your
people and expect us to go to court. That, you cannot do. -

[Interruption.] Then, you sanctimoniously preach to us to
go to court. - [Interruption.]

@07 (pDr8w) so B emo® v

(wrarflE (seorpl) #15 S)epeusio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

You do not expect me to take such an attitude of the
Supreme Court of this country, do you?

@0 ©0.98. 3@ BcsT Dwm

(LomesTL LAl 6TLD.6T. Frlobd)T6dT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Of course. What do you mean by "such an attitude"?
That is what the people of this country and elsewhere
know that court to be.

§o05205:8) @IES0

(pewevemGTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you are left with two more minutes.

©0 99.9. @B Owmo
(orerLLll@ 6TLD.67. SrLoBEIesr)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Sir, 1 will wind up now.

I have cited a few, what I say, "concerns" in this Bill,
but, as | said, we welcome the direction in which this Bill
is being presented. But, we would like those clarifications
done and those discretions given to various people
removed so that this corruption, which has reached
endemic proportions at the highest levels in this country,
can be combated and not made worse. But, more than
anything else, we come back to what | started with, in the
use, alienation and disposition of State land, there are
provisions in the Constitution that are being violated.
Please look into that and also if you are really concerned
about citizens of this country owning land, having rights
over land, do not prevent rightful owners from exercising
their ownership rights as you are doing in a massive scale
in the Northern Province and in a somewhat large scale in
the Eastern Province.

Thank you very much.

w506 O5IFn®

(pewevenwETHRIGL 2 mliilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

Be®wd 00 0d.408.8. 38udenc® OIEn®r. VIO
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®0 Dagyedd sNBNWBC BWmn
(LomessrLl@ euTdHGHeu BHTewnTTdHSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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g E@wz 8, et es@Oz S,
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA left the Chair, and
THE HON HUNAIS FAROOK took the Chair.

[g.00. 3.28]
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over; please wind up.
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(The Hon. J.R.P. Sooriyapperuma)
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva.
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(The Hon. J.R.P. Sooriyapperuma)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)
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/Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
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BosrNctd BBIBn®
(semevenBTHIGL 2 MILILNESTT SyeuTdeir)
(The Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up your
speech. Hon. Harsha De Silva, you may start your
speech.
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Harsha De Silva, you may speak.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

B, IO OB Y. B v Iw ¢l 9B,
no problem.
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“The land leased to a company referred to in Section 5 (1)(b)
where the Cabinet of Ministers decides, having taken into
consideration that a substantial foreign investment has
already been realized by such company” B o.

YowzNsie) ©0 OFROB, o® “substantial”’ Bwm
DO 8o eQ@e® FOBR®O dwmn DI yOowy; ©O
50 I O8Iy yOOs. e @B gdENOE & »HOG
@® 010G O Dsier’. e@ime, @B ¥® m»O Bwwd 49.9
Bz dm, 8wwed 15 Bom =, B8wuned v5 &6 Bed Om
00 3€BED Bedmdr. c®m» & »OB @® discretion
Bem Om Osies). Omemd gud Bdeams DOTD HOOT,
“substantial” Besiess e@mmle Boes. “Substantial” Bz
DO B8 Bnxy 0w @ 0wd® BE cB®wwWd @i
Bam D». e@ame, YT ¥B ewemO OB vewm
e0dE Busts godsy, e® “substantial” Bem O SEwx
e ¢, BBwum vy ¢, BBwm ¢ww ¢ B BYennwmwn
v Baeo. g¢ “substantial” Bom O em@sB "&"
By OO, mdsB "J" Bem HyIOoEw@wd
“substantial”’ edxIm @dans . ©® ©erddHOEST
DOBIesY (eenwed 9t G 2.

¢y @@ Bedm way mewrddny O B OB e &8
DO WOBIDY BBy BO ST Bedmrds, ©C; HOBROSA.
e®=z, there is no difference between capital leases and
operational leases. ©®»s 80 w® BE ecem»O IERO dev®
BHO RO gddig S0, 600, 90O lease wSEo e
Coh osimds. D capital lease dmE. ©8OWS gw edege
BCS DDam WO, Dewd®n mEm® restaurant Oz’
@, Fo operational leases. Operational lease ©=a
capital lease 98 gnel BEO cdmwx swwi. 88 85§,
glocen «® B8 cdege i dDan merw Bwo addig
05z lease ©m0. @gcig 05» lease OmO edege s
Boam wmoegry & 8Bwwd 15 ade @ 0500 &mdg
emdsT® ®o%.

So, there is a conflict, Hon. Minister. | am saying this
in all good faith. If you can make the differentiation, that
will make matters easy for bona fide business people not
be tied out by this one-time payment of 15 per cent tax.

@0 (0a8w) 80 g8wmo® Swum

(wrariflg (sooTBlg]) 576 Sfepemisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

But, for locals none of these things will be applied. -

[Interruption.]
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@G (08w) w8 ¢ BT Owmo
(orenTfl@ (H0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

I know that.

@0 (8w) 30 38 eqO® s
(wrenr i@ (sevrplH) #15 S)epeisio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
This is only in the case of foreigners.

@067 (p08w) w8s ¢ BT Bwmo
(oreryfl@ (SVTHF) aniag & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

I will come to that point.

asy emE® 00l edege omeg Beadm  PUHB
@000 ¢8 od&e gwns NSO OBHO, eRews B
Eed om0 Bwewd 45, 50, 55, 60m ySremex
Bed@mustd qBB8. edewnd O Bod@mwesl Bweo
Bestes an Deeest® ylocses’ exwedd. These are
foreign funds.

O ©b 0@IFwd O BPew, ©  uSwo
8BsInde BYen. @8 0@IFwe omed emdd edege
©Heg Pewldme ®E® wed BEEe BwE ¢sieny Bywr.
O 88 00t 0DED0 ednmEs edEmed m O
ot »OB, 00 ¢8» ©EE, ©® round tripping,
Cozned eOsTEDES 6vIdm® WEEI 0DS evemHH
Bom Om. Im 005 yods). OnemO BONS eDEDD,
this is called “round tripping”.

You can skim money off projects and contracts; take it
and deposit it in some hedge fund and that hedge fund
then invests in a stock market-listed company in Sri
Lanka. So, it is the money that is robbed that comes back
on a round trip. ®e®v® He® Em SedBmwen vSeOS
Boastes]. dnemd @b e®ddwed ouvd 00 ®YS O
ewd Bees oo In today’s context, Hon. Minister, this
word “foreigner” is not always a person. ®®»d @9ED0
Cemned 8Rdysied® sdE »®8 d«¢ hedge funds ¢
Boastesy. @ o® BusIm wesIeni-

@0 (g08w) 30 88 eRO® wmn
(1oreioryifl@ (sooTEIS]) F7d S)0pepisio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Itis legally a person.

@07 (p0r8w) w8s ¢ BTD) Bwmo

(oreryfl@ (SVTHF) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

It is legally a person. The Templton Fund is a legal
person; it is a legal entity. But, it is a connotation of a
foreigner. &8 Bwemd oz, gded @B ©®
aceeomnd Baco. It does not happen like that. Let me
explain. These entities, the hedge funds invest everywhere
in the stock market. | mean, the Sri Lankan companies are
also now investing in other countries. So, you have to
look at it in the new context of a foreign person, may not

be a person per se. My point is really not that. My point is
that, in terms of these companies that are investing in Sri
Lanka - whether it is in retail or whatever it maybe - quite
a bit of the time have so-called foreign ownership. So,
what | am asking is whether you can make a distinction
between capital leases and operational leases. It is up to
you.

@0 (§a8w) 80 38 emO® Svmn

(orenr g (se0rmlS) #15 S)epeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

But, Hon. Member, you are now talking of ownership.
If he does not qualify under these, he is perfectly
welcome to get a lease; he can go for a lease. Nobody is
prohibiting him from going for a lease.

@07 (a86) w8y ¢ B Owmo
( wrevryllg (seorplg)) anias & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

I know that. | am talking about the need to -

@0 (§028w) 0= §8mo® Svm

(wrebryfl@ (sTpld)) 18 SjepgsHiv)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
You are talking -

@0 (08w) w&s ¢ BSD Owmo

( wrewyllg (HrplF)) anias $ Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

No. We are talking of the 15 per cent tax that needs to
be paid up front. That is what we are talking of. The issue
here is one of policy inconsistency. & @& Bweco @
BosImH®.

O YBuFBOE s8dudncmn Bedmydr. O sFnBsY
Bomdy, "gu ode Beonm8 J¥wur. DO ged v8ws
SBwBsI0 BuioyEmo 8gOBs 8O ecdm g8
BB gomd® oy I Bew ¢8 0® 50 s emy@sn
o yiod, »» O3k, S OJe, god ded HSw
2 01 B0 g oIBR8 0® worTesy" Bwer. »H>
dm Bum gmo® exemptions @ yOrewwz C @¢mo.
Omem0d e® exemptionsdExY e@imnie 8¢ Dsieny?

@0 (§a8w) 80 38 emO® Svmn

(orairfl@ (seorplg]) 1 S aisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

You should live in the real world. c®n® o2&
ecieome guiess?

@ (0a8w) w&e ¢ BSD Ovmn

(orenrLyfl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Omem0 e® exemptionso&s3- [aan Rde=] We did
not disturb you; let me speak. You had your time, Hon.
Minister; let us also have our time.

Omemd ©® exemptionsolzd e®m¢ edsiest?
Unsolicited 03w @B8Cc Bdedis gud ©® o
B3 BCE0 518 BB, 920 & 9RO B ®SBO
e¢sIsy B¢ @050, ¢ Imesy 8¢ 0D Bedsies.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have three minutes more.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)
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(seweVenSTHIGL 2 MILILNGTT Sf6uTs6T)
(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

@0 (0o8w) w&s ¢ B O

(orerfl@ (HVTHF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

®©0 ©0; 9GurY OB BT ERS1ensy EDE® C18 e
o5y, & Bw 0 »D IrmBum mewex esim. Please be
kind enough to give me one more minute and | will wind up.
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(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)

©0 OBEROB, ®od 0DEIeDsT Brnd v ©vsIB.

@0 (286) w8y ¢ B Owmo
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)
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Please let me speak.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Azwer, let him speak.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(pewevemGTHRIGL 2 MmiliilesTi Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Azwer, what is your point of Order?

00 aC®E £.60.68. 2508 Pwmn

(LoreTL L@ SJVADTE 67.6T&.6TLD. HysTUEUIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, he is insulting the religion of Islam. ©8-g0 BB
250 an WO, EACE WB»D Bwo - I ask, "Is this the
position of the Opposition?" Hon. Kiriella do not go to a
Muslim - [ /nterruption.]
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(BeweVemGTHRIGL 2 Ml esri Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Kiriella, do not speak about Shariah Law or
other religious matters.  Please continue with your
speech. -[Interruption.] Hon. Azwer, please sit down.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Azwer, what is your point of Order?
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

a® 05Im. & ™MD 9FE @ S ©zIm. Do not insult
Islam.

Y5200 OBIF®
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(The Presiding Member)

Okay. Hon. Azwer, please take your seat. Hon.
Lakshman Kiriella, please continue with your speech.
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(BewevenGTHRIGL 2 Ml esri Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Athauda Seneviratne.
Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Janaka Bandara to take the Chair?

OO Dagyedd 5NBNWT S DY

(LomessrLl@ euTHGHeu BHTenTTWdHSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

I propose that the Hon. Janaka Bandara do now take
the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. HUNAIS FAROOK left the Chair, and
THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Athauda Seneviratne - Minister of Rural Affairs)
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Mr. Presiding Member, | think since of late, our dear
Minister, the Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama seems to be
presenting very progressive pieces of legislation before
this House, and every legislation has been accepted by the
House.

Today too, he has presented a very progressive
legislation in the form of Land (Restrictions on Alienation)
Bill. In Sinhala it is, "9®® (esinme 308 B BBe®)

s emJ0un" & Ded® ec®g HivIedsy B, "srenf
(urTEariu@sssw Bsrar w ELUUTGSsT) L. Today
most of the Members of the Opposition deviated from the

main topic. So, it is the responsibility of the Government to
also analyse what they said and reply to them adequately.

Sir, 1 was happy to hear the Hon. Athauda Seneviratne
saying, “acs cO= wems” Bewo.
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A news article titled “Over 18,000 acres released to

Jaffna civilians” published in the “Daily News” online
edition of 6™ June, 2014 reported as the Army Media
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* preafleneViSale) ewaudsLiLI BHlarsns).
* Placed in the Library.
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[061 @G &.00.00. aefds @wmo]

Spokesman having said, | quote:

“ 'The Sri Lanka Army released over 18,000 acres of lands in the
Jaffna district since 2009 to the people with the dawn of permanent
peace....."”

0®m DwiEewd DD BwsIs) AsY. 0®@m YeddBe JODED
BosIz @zy.

It further states, | quote:

“'During the humanitarian operation, the Army had taken over these
lands mainly for setting up Army camps. However, after liberating
the country from the clutches of the LTTE, the Army had been
gradually releasing these lands, on which Army camps were set
up'....... ”

@®»

[Crwmod e &858 9O wom G8.]
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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It goes on to state, | quote:

“According to him, 18,248 acres of land have been released by the
Army so far (4,379 acres in 2009, ....”

Who says this? All this had been stated by Army
Media Spokesman Brigadier Ruwan Wanigasooriya and
Army Media Director-General Brigadier Jayanath
Jayaweera. Sir, | am tabling* this news article.

@EVW @D asicdy
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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What is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

Sir, what is this? I am raising a point of Order. -
[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

Sir, please ask him to sit down while 1 raise this point
of Order. - [Interruption.] = ez»we® esis BuwsSs.

Ym0 BBIF®o

(BewevenGTHRIGL 2 Ml lesri Sjeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

What is your point of Order? @505 59ed mH® wewsy
D08 gD Pr WMOBIH S Bwm Om e53e,
D Bwsiesy?

®3 00, etind B8BE esedd ®vmo

(omeirLyifl@ stid. Gerals ewwdHissd QUBTTT)

(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

Sir, it is your duty to stop him while | raise my point
of Order.

00 aC®d 5.50.68. 2308 Bwmn
(oTeTL L@ H(VADTE 67.6T&.6TLD. HysTVEUIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

They cannot throw you out.

®0 60, eind O8BE eneddh ®vmo
(omesorLyifl@ eTid. CeoraFls emwHams QuUGTyT)
(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)
What is this?

©0 gGd &.00.008. 8308 Swmn

(LoTeRTL L@ HIVADTE 67.6T&.6TLD. Hy6TVEUNT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

You are a shame! Were you a former Speaker?
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G020 @IE S

(pewevemGTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

o0 @Dl  OEn®, @Nds BHewlo amd
evBocisied »O® wewsy OB guwiwTOm Y@
WO O, B0 Bewdn amd G WOBIBY. [P
DO

®©0; 0. euind 88w euedc Bwmn
(omrevsrLil@ eTib. CGearals ew&asd CLGTyT)
(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

00 3B ydvrwm eosned.

G85006:8) O5IE 0@
(pewevemsTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi jeuideir)
(The Presiding Member)
& 00s70ewsy @ Bewlvwsl weH.

@G 0. eind OBHE esedd ®vmo

(omevrLyfl@ 6Tid. Gerals enwEsHsv QUGTTT)

(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

D, IS Bewlows meg . D wzTend
D850t 9D ®mOsTeY Bewlvws ®OsID). [P BBO)

Gos06t) B5IEn®a

(seweVenSTHRIGL 2 DIINesTi SjouTser)

(The Presiding Member)

50 weHsy HOSsY eI O®D WO C¢ YR 9O
BHBOO Bewi® mSm .

@0 g8 &.80.98. 308 Owmn

(LoTeRTLLAG SJVADTE 67.6T&.6TID. HjsTVEUT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, the lead story of today's "Daily News" is titled,
"Due to Ranil's shenanigans and EU lifting of ban LTTE
terror can re-surface”. »g¢c @®» Buxiexy? Tamil United
Liberation Front's President V. Anandasangaree. Does the
Hon. Sumanthiran know him? He does not know him
because he has not even seen Jaffna. Hon. V.
Anandasangaree is one of the greatest leaders that that
community has seen.

Sir, the article goes on to state, | quote:
".....V. Anandasangaree has warned the Sri Lankan government that
the European Union Court's annulment of the EU's ban on the LTTE

will be a push to revive the separatist, terrorist outfit in the Northern
Province."

950® VWHBE. YHVIWOBID e1AdcDD O, » D
©eIm BED 00 Bedmryds gl qoedtd.

The article further states, I quote:

"The veteran Tamil politician told The New Indian Express ....."

o000 e20ed&.

"....on Friday: 'Pro-LTTE groups both within the island and
overseas have received a shot in the arm, and will now openly
propagate the LTTE’s cause of separatism and terrorism."

This is what the UNP wanted; this is what the TNA
wants.

"The TNA will now up its ante reflecting the LTTE's demands'.

Meanwhile, UNP and Opposition Leader Ranil Wickremesinghe
who was on a recent visit to London is reported to have attended a
meeting of the Transnational Government......."

®C OB 261 €ma2500 % Wm0

(oressrLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTIWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

BotssN0td BBIB®

(sewevenSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sy6uTdeir)

(The Presiding Member)

©0 08 ®O ensNG® OEH® 8B y@dmr @ Do,

®5; 68 S ea50E% Dm0

(omesorLyfl@ rafl & HewTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Presiding Member, this is a scurrilous campaign
going on internally and externally. - [Interruption.] This
has to be - [Interruption.]

BosrNctd BBIB®

(sewevenSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sy6uiTdeir)

(The Presiding Member)

That is not a point of Order. Hon. Alhaj A.H.M.
Azwer, you may go on with your speech.

®F OB 61 €2325932 B0

(resrfl@ Tall & EHenTTHTdd:)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I am on a point of Order.

Yot 06:t) 5IZn®
(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DILILNETT SjeuiTd6ir)

(The Presiding Member)
What is the point of Order? - [Interruption.]

©0 aC®d &.60.68. 2308 Bwmn

(oTeTL LAl @ H(VADTE 67.6T&.6TLD. HysTVEUIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

eOn® »nOB BDed BEReOD wermdis BwE ©1cddd
@YW BB, 2B0m8 BwEr 00m8) @b B
BODn. Yen® BHOD dewmsn g eI 8§l Fceem O
e®en® Bum®r. Em Bvwed O amdsy EBwia
yoBeweld I,

Yot 06:t) 5IZn®

(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjouiTd6ir)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Azwer, your time is over now. Please wind up
now.

@0 g8 &.90.98. 308 Swmn

(LoTeTLLAl@ H[VADTE 67.6T&.6TID. HysTVEUT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Comd D 8y aw e, »Ymusies (HIHD,
e300 @onY KoY DEB®E O. On& 0®ime meg?

B0 OBIF®

(BewevenGTHRIGL 2 Ml lesri Sjeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

©0 Ol OB, VIRed MEe §DBIHE. DD
20857 DO,
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@0 gCwd 5.09.08. 2tdds Oz

(LoTevTL LG SIVADTED 67.6TE&.6TLD. HjsTVEUIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

50sjed gFeBsl 8y GBwee e® o 1597 2
2 B85I0 s ¢¥rn. & Ded® »HO8 S Eemid),
eEEemd OB aw. gl e@ewmz’ -[@d BEOR]
GowrnGi®) ©0; OZROA, Oes HBdm ofved
Mo Wotes’ Bewmmd eoldameme. e® Jed
Smdeasy sxice eEcsIm. Take the votes of the people
legally. - [ Interruption.] gs3», the Hon.

[Cerwmod e &858 9O wom G€.]
[y SB T Fsds H1 1 ewemiiitg ysmmLILIL Blsirengs)]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

is also joining. gz¥», kotiya is joining the kola kotiya.
ImB 2= oIz,

Gotszn0:t) @IE2®

(sewevenSTHIGL 2 ILILNGTT Sj6uTs6r)

(The Presiding Member)

enel, ©e® ERBEB od quEod OEn®n.
RIMed DO ¢t gdwsy woxm. Your time is over
now.

@0 g8 &.80.98. 308 Owmn

(LoTeRTLLAG SJVADTE 67.6T&.6TID. HjsTVEUIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

OB Ee®IR), eFBemd), ©sT H¥osT WEBE Ded
ased 5O eGidBs 9Bmned »OOD BwiBEr Beamo.
2NODeEE 00 mE ©® oddm® Bw, Gooduwd
B8BCE 9O mdn ¢5in) B, cOn®ed 5O gBwnised
2eGO8sY, & amBsY Bwedmds Ind.

G85006:8) O5IEn®

(pewevemsTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi jeuideir)

(The Presiding Member)

©%e8, BEwO ® 68 WO €W OGS,

[a.®0. 5.33]

®F; 08 G €925032 D0

(omressrLll@ Tall & eI HTILd)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Presiding Member, | thank you for giving me
this opportunity to speak after a Colleague who was, very
sadly, completely out of tune and had moved away from
the actual situation at this particular moment. Sz c¢g
eOmD, 0 @EPed Bed®) DeWIEEIE WD
eusIDEID). e@ROTED Irice WOTH BB BNV
0RO 0® BOITVeWSY 0@ ) WODEZNO
omen€w C/WEE OB 8Eed®sined v
G O OvumODS BwemD, SenIsBOCene
OO0 B, 908 (s¥nme 5030 881 BBe®)
o5y emY@uBmy »yOOsY HO® cven WOBTD HOB a¢
@® o0 8D & sm em®unm ©@¢dm 06 BwdO
wewr 928w WS Bedsien). ¢ven WO® gddDD
BEBOBID HOB 00 werTesy. e®mm IO FOBOG
74 ecoryd B3wD, @@BOCET 3 ecomyd w0 gomyE
FOBOGIHIO IO s, evd® DO 6D Swm
0 ©3 ecsIm ¥l Bucy ©® avmds. dewd® m»H®
@®e 8080 e@imnic? 8 VWO ecmIm Wem

O B WOE, oBTEHODE®O eONEE, OB
OB -0 PIDDBBRBI- eI Ve KO/ HOB
@® 00y WS Bedsiesny.

gc 00 @Qwmo® #OBR® Yed #®B dDarewsy 83w
@n8. 28 Boewdss ¢ #OB drewsy »Ogn ®SSsy
O RO 0® vmrw ewydum Sy »Er. Y, &
Bgy RBBe®x cvmeed iy W@ DTS oLimuie
B @¢ 0® 000 Mewddm evsids Oy Vel &
gnel, sy oens’ o0® eddEDED #BE OVEo
S8sY guen ®IBTHY yOOs HBwWD »HOB ® BBom
BOsIesl. 9853 0® w®asTRewsy 88 ydm §¥dr. VDR
O10LENHHEO eOemBID Vi efOE eed. HY Eme
DOeny? sy 8OySweesI® edmd ecwr mosiesy. I
Ben 00 #OBROB, 0® mewddm WOYROEO #BE
0808 sy ewIPuns HOB 0® e dy Bedsless.
I 508 e IO,

8Bwwd 50 0008 88mO o1 VRS gy ®»Er. HYS
& Bwwd 50 91ged ¢duE nmYymEl. 00 vmy emYOues
Clause 3(1)0c ©290& n» oo Beadmd. Im ¢
D300 RIROBTIE w-erddmw WOmD. & weeraddmd
BBO nExY VIO Busiesy e@imute? t® MW -
ggoiden- ecmdn & Bwwd 50 8800 crBm ememnm
o, 8 & aendnedd, I edodc ne @
emeVEOCRHE HOTID ooy oy, §BBT & 000 Comed
emBR OBIDHD. 5O ved gdd ecmrdr; ded BIBNO
sEel g0l Beadmd @5 eewEORS »J osim. &
emd v ®» Stock Exchange dx3» gwesEer & mcw
e By Bedmdr. 9Bzl o®  gfdidem CE
HRED eHO® ofd WO HyOOHe? g¢ e® OO ewoe
solicited and unsolicited proposals ©z&.. »Ex @O
sder, T & e ORed 00edd, ¢
4@m50:0wOB, §838m w-DOERD LI RWOE gsIBOO
as¥esy. e@si® e®@n» HOB edrier’y. VIO G @D
Cabinet title 22 oveos B3w@O ® E-m0ed PRODESY
ememRO guEH 005 WmOsIm yoOsie? 98 e@xm
@ »OB yamw Bedxlerd. euvednl®m Fnw ©d
205V ews’ moed® DG dRHOe Yma ™S Beamo.
Oes “Bw vees ed @dSme Wi Beam vuews.
& 005D 00008 on3?

OO HOBROB, VIO Buriyy yOOsIe e® D
WO gDE0d O B0 B 008 OvowaBed »FFO@
@l Bu? IR0 BuwsIm yodsle & & gw e
5080 evd oy Bwe? & aw SEwum 640 eedsIm
BedmDr. ey dum SBwm 840 o® m»0 »om
e®ewin O 80 evdxrimy Bedmdr. & D10aBwd O
280G s, QIO eO»O vmyvE 2011 0500 @a8
@wed eomnd. den® eomnEe ¢ eodewmg
Aewdersy onim. You expropriated certain assets that
were there. & oo & edowmg w@dTLewsy Huw mo
B B, YD, 0® Hed 008 DsoeaBlw ¢dolg @
Bded g0 Yo 00dsim Beadmds. & §eE evd 5380
Bewdds @18 In» ooy onFert? & onecned w® aw
gm0 GeE 9O dow Bae Bwe E» 0¥ 98 0O
BeasienI? 98 sfncdE Beadmbdd, "Krrish Towers faces
a dilemma, whether to pay or exit" Bwee. & emdcss
8Bu» 4,900 00ds Beamdr. & gw OxaBewrsy &6
@ 5O @i & w@ITTVewsY 0dxTes’? @A BBwx
800 m0¢c e0dsies’? e®@sim 0® yin »O8 a8 guvsiess.
RIS g3 BOD, Strategic Development Projects Act o=
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wOor @m0 dmdiemwr @cmd BwEr. 9853 Em» H
Oery. NE DO 8n ©008z%  Strategic
Development Projects Act &2 wdeny ¢u¥on 5O, ¢535%0
videl & 80 w@aBTVO-

o0 o8sd Gedmm
Bewdes g@imsn®)
(wreryflg eousi wevgur - YsFL B 2asGailly LNrd
O|EHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Deputy Minister of
Investment Promotion)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

®um (powrldxm goSLm

Gotsz20:t) @IE2®

(sewevenSTHIGL 2 ILILNGTT Sf6uTs6T)

(The Presiding Member)

@G 088 Yumon Bewdds ¢@Bn® 88 ydmws ©n
OO0,

@G o838 Gedmorso Bwmo

(oredrLfl@ swLFT WeVSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Can | make a clarification with regard to the Krrish
Tower Project, Hon. Member?

®5; 08 G €925032 D0

(oressrLll@ Tall & HewTTHTILdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

If you need time, | can provide. But, | have very little
time.

@G 088 GeImorso Swmn

(omressrLll@ ewLFT WevGLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

The statement which you made was incorrect,
because 86 per cent has been paid. There is only a balance
to be paid and additional time has been asked by the
investor, and it has been considered.

®©5; 68 WS ea50B2 W™

(orenryfl@ rafl & HewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Minister, if you had listened to me, |
said that they have paid Rs. 4.9 billion and Rs. 640
million -

@G o8esd Gedmoesn Swmo

(oresryfl@ swLFT WevgLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

| listened to what you said, Hon. Member. The issue
here is that you are trying to make a big issue about
Krrish Towers.

®©5; 68 WS 5062 W™
(orenryfl@ rall &@HesTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
This is a waste of time.

@G 088 Gedmorso Bwmo

(oredrLfl@ svLFT WeVSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

No, it is not a waste of time.
statements in the correct perspective.

You have to make

®3S OB WS €GB w0

(oreirLyfl@ ol &HesTTHTIIdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Presiding Member, please ensure that you guide
the House. | mentioned that Rs. 4,900 million has been
paid and another Rs. 640 million has to be paid, and
with the interest it is Rs. 840 million at this moment.
That is the factual statement | have made. So, why does
this Government not have the courage of conviction to
listen to that? Previously, there was a Chairman of
Securities and Exchange Commission who had come and
revealed to this House that they had money exchanged
through them. Now, you deny that if you want. The then
Chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission
mentioned that money was moving from one to the other
in order to get extension of time. Only now it is revealed
that it has taken one and a half years to pay.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Deputy Minister of

Investment Promotion)

Hon. Presiding Member, firstly, | thank you for giving
me this opportunity to speak on the Land (Restrictions on
Alienation) Bill, especially after the speech made by the
Hon. Ravi Karunanayake. | wish to state that he dealt
very little with the Bill, but spoke about other matters. |
would like to first deal with the Long Title of the Bill,
which states, | quote:

“to make provisions to stipulate Restrictions on the Alienation of
lands in Sri Lanka to foreigners, foreign companies and certain
institutions  with  foreign shareholding; to specify the
circumstances where the exemptions are granted; to impose a
Land Lease Tax for leasing of lands to foreigners, foreign
companies and certain institutions with foreign shareholding; for
the granting of concessions to certain development projects; for
the repeal of Part VI of the Finance Act, No. 11 of 1963; and to
provide for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.”

Therefore, Hon. Presiding Member, there is a need for
the introduction of this Bill.

Sir, 1 would like to go back to history when the United
National Party permitted foreign ownership of land in this
country. Then, we saw the abuse of those provisions.
Especially, in the tourism sector, foreigners used to buy
land, invest in property, build hotels and transactions took
place overseas. Also, as the Deputy Minister of

Investment Promotion, | would like to state that when |
go through some of the files, | have noted that
Government properties have been mortgaged to banks,
and foreign nationals have abused the process and left the
country. So, there has been abuse of land in this country.
Land is a limited resource. Therefore, there is a need for
the maximum utilization of this resource. This
Government is private sector friendly.
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(The Presiding Member)
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Whereupon THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA left the Chair, and
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.

Bewdes mSznemn®)

(Nrdlé FuTHTWST Sj6uTdsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you may continue.

oG 088 Gedmoesn Swma

(oresrLyfl@ swuFT WeVSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, some of the Members of the
Opposition made speeches in this House and tried to say
that we are not private sector friendly and that there
would be severe repercussions to the economy. | would
like to state that this Bill would, in no way, affect the
economy. We are a private sector friendly regime. If
there are any issues whilst this Bill is in operation, we are
willing to look at it through a consultative process and the
Ministry of Investment Promotion will be a catalyst in
this process. As you know, we need to protect the
investments into this country and also &8 ed@exowd
D IO R RB® FeRIBMWD B ELBIBO
Q5.

We are a country with a land area of only 25,000
square miles. If property prices become excessive, it will
be detrimental to the national economy and we cannot
allow foreigners to come to Sri Lanka and create a land
bank. You can come to Sri Lanka and make use of our
property. You can have a 99-year lease and take
dividends from your investment, but you cannot create a
land bank in Sri Lanka. Not only in Sri Lanka, in many
parts of the world, governments have taken steps to
prevent this abuse of buying and selling property. We
have also permitted a 99-year lease and with regard to the
stock exchange, we have introduced a mechanism to deal
with some of the issues which were brought before us.

Therefore, Sir, this Bill is the need of the hour. As you
know, Sri Lanka is having a growth rate of over 7 per
cent. We have brought in this Bill to protect Sri Lankans
and also to prevent the abuse of land in Sri Lanka.
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Therefore, Hon. Deputy Speaker, | do not need to speak at
length. | only want to bring it to the notice of this House,
as the Deputy Minister of Investment Promotion, that we
will be a catalyst in looking at any issue which the private
sector would face with regard to this Bill. But, we are
very confident that this Bill would not be an impediment
to Foreign Direct Investments to this country. As you
know, we have reached our targets and Sri Lanka is a
vibrant economy and this Bill will not be a deterrent in
any form.

Thank you.
[e.20. 5.55]
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order
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What is your point of Order?
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.

Oz 802 EwSS220 t3t9r 8OO Sws.:
"sms emQOsm b £:8EeO@5Y s 0 e3e2OMO &1OEw
@2 @." —-[oc BO BEec ¢ GO Owma]

BTwraflssii L g).
T 1_@pevip wpupLs
Fr 1 111Blorss"” [wresryflg plwsd Alurs & Asvaur]

L//rmr@w:ﬂ'r,@ai

OYYS5SF

Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”
- [The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva.]
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[LAT3)F FUTBTWST Yauidssir SewavswLn auB)GSTiser.]

Considered in Committee.
[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.

2 95 DosiBe.- (p0® 5030 B8Eae 8®
£30.)
UTFSLD 2.- (STl w&HLTHMSH LSS e
w_Hlur@ser.)
CLAUSE 2.- (Restriction on transfer of land.)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 3.- (Exemption from the application of the provisions of
section 2.)

@0 BOE 8B ¢ BT ®wmo

(resryfl@ Blwsd Anlurey g Fsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

OO DIBBROB, OO vwm weHs’ w-erdy @Edun
DOBY:

"(1) 30» 8ged, 2 0 ed€ed 80 80 ed€w ¢ odg (&
0d€ e ¢ FREDD) O WS YD IEPEDD
@008 PedR HOBIH:

'8 @® ewg oo  owd
0085 8@ w@xI8n v
D0 OB DT Boow a8BmO
emen BBBNHOE BAEDHO wewsy
CMNNBEECCH v OVE owd
80 @uw€sl BB @B wwolems
edesiem;

ved 9O¢, ane s9G® ¥LYD Bwo
sl BHBOO  esomd o
D30m® PPd DedBu oYwven

©o »ET e0dy CP® gnes.'";

(2) "3o» 8ged, 30 O» cd€w 9D WS & DX suv®
qBeDD 000 POC® WOBIB:

'9) codl e Be®wesy ymd, &
DD 08T sOFOm cany' ")
(3) "4 o BYed, 150 0d€wd 9maBO © sun ¢Eedn e
FEes ®OsIBY!

(o) 2013 #»e08 ©®w 1om»
emewsy @®» B e® w©m»O
DOBNBHOSWed wndme ¥yed
ey B0 ®wowsl »Om CID
emewsy ¢dusy 05 mCEB®0 ne,
2(1)(ep) DosiBed wews’ »6 @B
©@0OHO BOHO 00T B BO
00w, & 88HO® 00y EIB®
emwd evthnd ©® g anndm» dwo
cwemO (10) 0%a8 B0 &
00D & C0 nE BHwmdD
®»OGR WO # B adENO®E."";
4) "So» 89ed, 405 od€ed 8O 70 od€w ¢ odg (&
ed€ e¢m ¢ anend) 908 »d & edmnDO
BB S edm em0L PR BOBIH:

'4) 0® Dos¥Bwe wdeow RO
BOO 000y @ goENOD, &
P00 ovd O8 emdum BHHOBIBC
0:® B8O 50800 ¢, @@ smery

B3B8 goog Bw gy «@.' "}

eoealn 8Ewn wme w» gane S@wsz Gz, e
@@ Sas.

Bl 55 BISB6T QG5 HLILIL (5) DM CIBTeTaTLILIL L.

Amendments put, and agreed to.

3 & OwriHe, w-ealSmimicewnsy, sms emOsend
em206325 09y SO BIews &l Hewlo o &

Syt UTEFSHLD FUBSSLIIL L UTHY FL L APVEGSIDT  LIGHUITS
B)mss Gousnrp)olwerrs s1' 1 swerufli i1 g.

Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 4.- (Conditions for the registration of instruments relating to
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@0 HOE BB ¢ B @m0

(oresryfl@ Blwsv Anflursy s Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

O BBBROB, OO mHnH BCWD BeRIND 9Ty
DOHO0:

(1) " 50 8ged, 30 0 w1 31 O 0d€ 90 6 & DR suvm
QB eDD 0 Ped® WOBIBY:

'©@000m0 9RO BBHO 8O0
@B gdd0dm & & w®ned®
BedBw om0 BOB0e, mxf
el B »0 ¢ O emddl
60200057 Bwwd VDO Ded ¢
200, 0Fam®a w8 98us mIm
oce, & ©ee® oE™ODCWIO
Bu® B30z, & 8@0ed® dedBw
000t BOEIDG Bewd smHHDO
D&h g@Redsy DA IO H® BT ©
250 Yo} O30, RO
008890800’ mbww s @B

@) u;

(2) "6 9 89ed, " 10 ed€ed 80 30 ed€w (W edg (&
ed€ e¢m ¢ ynEesd) 908 WO & ey
BB B eDD 00 Ped® MOBIH:

'4) (3) gpe ©105® 88D Buwng-d
®OB) @ emed 8O, 5:® ve Pw®
E B0 Do ©, & w@ved
BedBw om0 BBmBFow, OB
©es w6 ICBDD ne, J 8®v®
88 By »0 B §O emdd
3002500057 Bwwd 852
00O DA OO, QRO
@08e8800w0 B30 ¢m® 29,
a0 ©0e® oEmd®diwied
8ww D¥eny @.

() (8) odced wewsl =6 @B
000 @oBs BodBwe emd
BOmB50w Bwwd wmvd oo
owd Bwewd 85 9D e@e (8
BnE  @dd0dm, S Q&
008890800 ws B8z & BEACD ape
efp0ed wovHW 0wy CI®

are.

wo0aldz EEwm wyw wod gamrw S®uz &, wwr ®@n
Jes.

B 55 S5BI%6T IG5 HBLILIL (5) STDMYS CIBTeTemLILIL L.

Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 4 , as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 5.- (Restrictions on the leasing of lands to foreigners)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 5, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 6.- (Tax on the lands leased out to foreigners)
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 6, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 7 to 10 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 11.- (Restrictions on mortgaging lands of which title has
passed or has been leased to a foreign national)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 11, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 12 to 25 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Preamble ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Bill reported with Amendments.
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Sir, any typographical and such other errors will also
be corrected.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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"The Sunday Times" newspaper of 19th October,
2014 under another caption in first page, states, | quote:

“Beijing’s nuclear subs coming again, India concerned”
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Hon. Deputy Minister, what is your point of Order?
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.



1087 2014 aendal 20 1088

Bewadts Or1nemn®o

(LNrdldF FuThTWST jeuiaer)

(The Deputy Speaker)

©01 8.00.00. geddl Owmn, o@umwle 88 yadman?

00 aC®E £.69.68. 2tdO8 Bwmn

(LoTeTL L@ SVADTE 67.6T&.6TLD. HysTUEUT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, the Hon. Member is misleading the House.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

BRewdss mOzncemn®o

(LNrglé suThTsT jeuiss)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Azwer, what is your point of Order?

@0 gGwd &.00.08. tdds wmn

(omesrLyfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SysVV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

I am very sorry, Sir. You cannot allow him to speak
disparagingly of the Monitoring MP for the Ministry of
External Affairs, Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena. He
is a Member of Parliament. Hon. Ravi Karunanayake
cannot make remarks against Hon. Members. He is
making remarks against you also. @@89¢;55ed 89ees
BHDHNE. @@ BOO® BE B BB WLOWe WOBIenT. ®
Bowdes mOsnemn®8, dn@ed md »HOxdxIs. He
is not speaking on the - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The Hon. Deputy Speaker is keeping his mouth shut
and his ears open, not like you who is doing that in
the reverse order. - [Interruption.] oc; Bewdss
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(The Hon. Lakshman Wasantha Perera - Deputy Minister

of Industry and Commerce)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(LNrglé FuThTLST j6euider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

What is the point of Order, Hon. Member?

©5; 08 WG ea250w2 Wm0

(orenTfl@ rafl &HenTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I would like a Ruling on this. My point of Order is
this. Just before moving this Item, owing to certain
factors, we basically came to an agreement that there will
be only one speaker from the Government and one
speaker from the Opposition. As a result, we stated that
we will accede to the request made. But, after saying that,
if there was a change of mind, we will reserve the right to
have our two speakers as well. So, this is something that
will have an impact on the Budget Debate as well.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Bewdes mSznemn®)

(Nrdlé FuTHTWST Sj6uTsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Chief Government Whip.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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#@@Bn® BERG; N0 S aB. - [Interruption.] Yes,
it is our right anyhow. But, the Hon. Minister also has a
right to reply. If you want to limit the time, the Hon.
Minister will finish his speech within five minutes. That
is all.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Wasantha Perera)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 7.25 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
21st October, 2014.
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Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to be Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of
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