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The Parliament met at 1.30 p.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. CHANDIMA
WEERAKKODY] in the Chair.
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COLOMBO MUNICIPAL COUNCIL: OUTSTANDING
ASSESSMENT TAX
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(=) BHTCmeL, ereir?

asked the Minister of Local Government and
Provincial Councils:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) the total outstanding assessment tax of the
private sector entities to the Colombo
Municipal Council; and

(if) the total outstanding assessment tax to be
recovered by the CMC for the year 2012?

(b)  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply
and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
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SCHOOLS IN NORTH CENTRAL PROVINCE: MONEY
ALLOCATED
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asked the Minister of Education:

(@  Will he state -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

separately, the number of school children
and the number of schools in the districts of
the North Central Province at present;

the money allocated for school education of
the North Central Province by the
Provincial Council during the past five
years;

accordingly, the amount of money spent per
school child annually in the said province
during the past five years; and

the total amount of money spent per child
during the past five years?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

the amount of money allocated during the
past five years for constructing new school
buildings and renovating existing buildings
in the Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa
Districts;

whether a list of names of schools in which
such constructions and renovations were
carried out will be submitted; and

separately, the number of children who
studied in each school by the end of the
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year 2012 in which the said constructions
and renovations were carried out?

()  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Technology and Research:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether certain recommendations have
been submitted with regard to the
environmental impact on the places around
the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant built
in India;

(i) if so, whether that written recommend
dations be submitted to this House;

(iii)  whether the radiation that is released from
this power plant will endanger the living
creatures; and

(iv) whether the conditions or agreements
between India and Sri Lanka with regard to
this project be submitted?

(o)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Civil Aviation:
(@  Will he state -

(i) the number of Airlines flying into Sri
Lanka;

(i)  the names of those Airlines;
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(iif)  whether they are regular or charter carriers;

(iv) whether they have got sixth freedom of
traffic;

(v) the total passenger upload possible per
month by all these Airlines;

(vi) the total tourist arrivals in the last year; and

(vii) as to how these Airlines are helpful in
achieving the targets of tourists arrivals?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health:

(@  Will he inform this House, -

(i) whether there is an attempt to incorporate
amendments to the National Authority on
Tobacco and Alcohol Act, No. 27 of 2006;

(if)  if so, the reasons for delaying it; and

(iii)  the date on which the amendments will be
introduced after clearing the obstacles that
delay them?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) separately and on per year basis, the number
of persons who died of smoking during the
last eight years including the year 2012;
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(if)  the amount of money that the Government
has to spend per person afflicted with
cancers or other diseases caused by
smoking; and

(iii)  separately, the number of hospital beds that
had to be allocated for persons afflicted
with diseases caused by smoking from the
year 2005 to 2012?

(c)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the percentage of the funds allocated for
persons afflicted with cancers or other
diseases caused by smoking, out of the
allocations made for the health sector by
the Budget 2012; and

(if)  whether that sum has increased compared
to last year?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:

Is he aware that a letter dated 20th February, 2012
signed by the Director of Education of the
Piliyandala Education Zone and sent to the
Principal of Ananda Samarakoon Vidyalaya in
Wewala, has instructed the Principal of the school-

@)

(b)

©

(0

(i)

to make prompt arrangements to enrol the
students who get through the Grade 5
Scholarship Examination in that school, in
the Darmaraja Vidyalaya Mampe; and

that a huge sum of money has been
allocated by the Government on the
development of Ananda Samarakoon
Vidyalaya in Wewala under the "Mahinda
Chintana - Vision for the Future™?

Will he inform this House -

(i)

the amount of money utilized on the
development of Ananda Samarakooon
Vidyalaya in Wewala;

(if) the purposes for which those funds have
been utilized; and

(iii) as to who made such monies available and
under which programme?

If not, why?
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(LNrgld FuThTLST j6euider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. R. Sampanthan. Order,
please! The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer will now take the
Chair.

e® Bewdds mOznemn® Gewmews' o
Hewzy, ©6; el &.00.08. g0l Cwzr §Eowzdia) S,

o7 Lipeg, VTSlFE FUTBTWST SUTHET YbslITsFerssletisrm
YasVCau, ITSTYLOE VDT  6J.6TF.6TID. VT  Yeuimer
BEDCVGDLD UB| G5BT F6IT.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.

o6 a8 8. esedch ®vm

(orerfl@ oeds 1F. Qurim)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

dend® wostm . He cannot take the Chair. There is
an Order given by the Hon. Speaker.

Gotszn0:t) @IE2®

(seweVenBTHIGL 2 ILILNESTT Sf6uTs6r)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! May I call upon the Hon. Sampanthan
to speak. [Interruption.]. Former Speaker, Hon. Joseph
Michael Perera, please take your seat. There is no Order
as such. [Interruption.].

@6 Berld endiim Ownm

(orenryflg HCBesreis @ snrouiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Are you going to challenge the Chair? Then, we will
have to adjourn the House.

o6 a8 8. esedch ®vm

(orenrfl@ oeds 1F. Qurim)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

There is an Order given by the Hon. Speaker.

208Ee®sInd
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Y5200 BBIF®o

(BeweVemGTHRIGL 2 Ml esri Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

Please do not shout. Let the Hon. Sampanthan speak.

OO g8, w®uxIeest Bwm
(omessrLyifl@ oyiT. FidLIHSH60T)
(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Thank you, Mr. Presiding Member. [Interruption.]

Yot 06:t) 5IZn®

(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DILILNETT SjouiTd6ir)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera,
you are a senior Member. This is a very solemn occasion.

[2.58 p.m.]

@0 @8, ©®usI¢st Bvm

(omressrLy @ <. FIDLIHS6IT)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Mr. Presiding Member, | thank you for the
opportunity given to me to say a few words on this Vote
of Condolence on the death of the Hon. Festus Perera. |
had known him quite well, Sir.

In fact, when | came into Parliament in 1977, the Hon.
Festus Perera was also a Member of Parliament and he
was the Minister of Fisheries in the J.R. Jayewardene
Government. He, | believe, continued in that position
under President Premadasa later on. He was a very genial
person, a very moderate person who held very moderate
views and was a good influence in Parliament, both on
his Colleagues in the Government and also with Members
of Parliament in the Opposition. He was able to work in
a spirit of co-operation with all Members of Parliament,
including Members from the Government and also
Members from the Opposition.

We, the Members of Parliament from the North and
the East were able to work with him because we looked
upon him as an honourable person who would endeavour
to discharge his duties in a fair and equitable way. It is
unfortunate that we have lost him. In fact, he could have
been a very useful Member of the House at this point of
time, when this country is facing many difficulties. He
was replaced in Parliament by his wife who, also, we
knew very well. She, again, was a very genial person. |
believe Sir, the Hon. Festus Perera’s position is now held
by his son, the Hon. Niroshan Perera.

We express our sympathies over the passing away of
the Hon. Festus Perera and we would like to convey our
deepest condolences to all members of his family and |
would be grateful, Mr. Presiding Member, if the
expression of the sentiments of this House is conveyed to
the family.

Thank you.
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3152 ®0)

(oreyfl@ o5 o1&, eTid. Guemerd - BET  SVIeUVEHET
O|EHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie - Minister of Urban Affairs)

Sir, it is with deep sorrow that | rise to speak a few
words about the late Hon. Festus Perera who was a
former Minister of Fisheries. In addition to Fisheries, he
held the posts of Minister of Pubic Administration and
Home Affairs, Minister of Information as well as
Minister of Power and Energy. His election as the
Chairman of Wennappuwa Town Council made him
enter politics and he then became a Parliamentarian
which lasted over 30 years.



1197 2014 es0:8 21 1198

The country has lost an outstanding Parliamentarian
and | personally feel the loss of a good Friend. | knew
him for a long time. He was a good listener and his doors
were open day and night for the public to meet him. His
extraordinary quality of not holding any personal grudges
against anyone had helped him to earn many friends. He
had another rare quality in that he always stood up for
what he believed to be right come what may its
consequences. Though he had to face several challenges
in his political career, he never felt bitter about them. Like
all politicians, he endured praise and insult. He was bold
enough to accept them, be it victory or defeat, with
humility and simplicity. It is said that taller and taller the
bamboo grows, the lower and lower it bends. The Hon.
Festus Perera had a tall-grown personality with tall-grown
human qualities. He would bend down in humility to
share human kindness with any person even in the lower
strata of life.

The Hon. Festus Perera was a lawyer by profession
and was customized to listen to the grievances of the
people. As a people's man, he was interested primarily
about the welfare of the people. He was a democrat who
was dedicated to a democratic way of life. He dedicated
his entire lifetime towards the country, stood above
ethnic, racial and language barriers and truly represented
the aspirations of the people. He won the admiration of all
communities, the Sinhalese, the Tamils and the Muslims,
and was loved by all of them. The best tribute | can pay
him is to say: “There gone Mr. Honest whose hands were
clean and unstained". His demise is a great loss to the
nation, and his life is an example to up-and-coming
politicians.

Sir, before I could join the other Members of this
House in conveying my heartfelt condolence to the
members of his grieving family, | fully condemn the way
my Friend, the Hon. John Amaratunga behaved, because
while speaking on the Vote of Condolence, he spoke of
kudu and various other activities and presented a Vote of
No- Confidence.

@0 @&35Y a®dn-e Dwm

(omesorLyfl@ Ceomedr BT GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

You are a responsible Minister. You are part of the
kudu Cabinet.

@0 8.0D-.08. 0 Oz

(oreTLyfl@ or.67d.671D. GlLismend])

(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie)

You cannot do that. It is all wrong. You have come
here to speak on the Vote of Condolence, not to criticize
or move a Vote of No-Confidence on the Government. It
is very unfair.

@G @dsY g®0n® Bwmo

(orerLyfl@ Ceamedr )T GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

That is the difference between the two Governments.

@G S.00-.08. 08 Swmo

(omenTLyfl@ or.67d.6110. Gliemend)

(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie)

I have never taken up matters like this. | feel sorry the
way you presented the No-Confidence Motion. You
should have spoken only about the late Hon. Festus
Perera and the good things he has done and not criticized
the Government and presented a No-Confidence Motion.
| totally condemn the way you presented it.

Sir, in conclusion, | join the other Hon. Members of
this House in conveying my heartfelt condolences to the
members of his grieving family.

Thank you.

[¢.60. 3.23]
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(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

GRow0G®) ©0; OBIEROB, 9@ ecrimews’ o,
8Oy @@ 00 eokdd eueld ©Bn®ed gwidwe
B8O 0® 8Eed®sIned erdme yma WO GOEIeD
50 90 ©wOITD SO DN B o & wnY
eDm. @ 88s 9O WOBH Aewmedsy Dxiesy
NP WL B8HEDeE Y ©-0emR® »E & YmRw
© am®n WO end, eowddd euvedd B o
8OedsT DO BOFvwE WG BIO B BwE @ wEBoH
DOB0n.

od@em Drewrs’ 0O 68w daewsy ¢ Owvxf
BEEDeE ®Oy nemewns 9008 ® enedde esedd
O B0 ¢Bsiesy. On® Dby yBIBwWO vy Heoed IS
2©@BOSw 013608, FOGwWB BursTes’ @® ded emsy §os
glocew®m »3wd oiCrw I nITDe edmd WO, JOJ
SBD0 OOFOBE CRo @I JDS BHHYzND EOMEDSY
O BEeDwE WOy vumesm OB enwdd eseddh
OBn®. & nEsT On®r w8@EBw Darewsy Pwr B3EDwex
#0B ®Er. OnE @ 08O 0ew® BOYeDs PG BEH.
On®ed gddue, amanmn Ca HIHO OO HyOOsT Hemn.

On@ed e ©8Dedced 2 "@dmcw" Bem »HO
On® eDmE WO @ dBwW® WO YHOEwO "BDSw"
Bom) 5O0Pd 200w E sizn. Im 88 ¢l BBwd
On® 9Bwmised g S8 . & nETO® DS svrmded
OO0 s eneddwr, RO OB CAC ¢BIBMN.
@® Jed B0Cwo W@ ©® aMBees’ WEBD eWeHH,
OO 8yen 0D emenyW ©OeO gBwIsedd BB
BIeg 00O @ 0dme mEr. BO0wW PO OoFOG
B0 O OB YOO yloucwm PO eusInl. dYsTed
COOBIO 0wC HBEOEY WBIm HOOE OB »HHOGO
O, IN®ed gDIBLIRW W JOS  EBymD, BOJ
¢01007 @g®Dr ofmn. & Bwr OB a¢ 0® w®iked cwe
DI FOBO BOS BYCOE ¢G10530 IO @bves e15e€d.

g0 9@ »Ox ®wo SEEden mes. & »e&d, 1977
0®wed 8O B0 BEtnw WE8mime BBO. &
D88 ene nED wIEmomw ¢B Yew. 0wd O5I8sY
»8 WO, ECW ENITOY VR, & DIed® BmssImS §Yed



1199

[©6] ©8. esdnsd O8mE evedd wmo]

@I JOOsY eRIOY A (In 0@ & D8 BEedg
080D BwodOm WOTHO yOOs edwsmen ¢ OO
S0 A ¢BITN. 0 O TEEDed YROCH »Swd
508, -a¢ a8 ¢Bsiesi- g¢ B3OS “my0d Fyod nd @O
B8BC Ofws ©dum emeienm dtesy. 888w ®mfuw
EIm6 Bedr SBOw C HBIHO yO sy 018 8Eedew
91360 8gfeds’® Bwin®m meg 1977 od.ab. sedddm
OBn®ed miced, oowdd oeueld GOBN®EB. &
S8 e gBwvimed Ewredm .

O ewic mendBmoewn. & WenIEHB®E eDewI®
€Y B KBIHO YOO DDl ewmws $ed g1 oSz,
DendBmwer emsl e omen 0nedd, ©edd
S5y00ed eenIgedBe Bws mEBe §O& CO0® E
@m0 On® WOGH BEI. I Ded®, mendE®m “B5yHd
B0 er0edd, YEEO “Hrymd nd ©:® ccomnr O O»
BYC® ¢61e0d »Swd 80 Bw @nd Bemy O gcwe
On® nE B .

88 ¢m ¢ @BOCT gnlsd, -wevs WCHW BPYS
e ¢@B0Jews ©SwdD- On® PR SJw® oW .
©8®»d OTFOCTed ®OEE Bwigew Ded, yBosB
¥ T Bwrd®@m mOSTHO BRSO s &=, eved
QEC DR WE omen 050edB On®. I® yRoFH
aEemsy Wi, ey O BEedegdE weEy 080 BBE
& Pwo®@m DOTHO yoosy snemews Jew. g5l 5O
N w8yl yBudB, B omd. svE @@
eOmDE  ¢BIesT Y. VeV 0r0edB. In® O Dk
e0mE ewend. 0® ed@sIEy BB, EdRLEHWO aES
880 mOvwed 8y oddd memewrs ©Swd, O D
B ¥00.

O BCEE ¥ Wwe oo 0x0edB. T @O
Drco. OO ¢uivn BEedDed, In®ied E8n mDed &g
B o, »Es®, 860 Aeed mH. dev® B
800y mumess S3w0 »OB IR WOYH WO
Beadslesy. ¢ @OBOGHIO, Sev® mHFHO® eti)ed
eoneeRs BRGOE 8O B0 w@ibewsy
egdwmedisams OGE Diesy OB mOYn 8¢ WIm Bed.
Em 00dde euelch OB 0dme mer. On® adcH
EBTNOBID, B0 g OB 2PN® el ruwwewst
88w ® edrwEs HOW edmE ®EH.

8€HedT® dn®ed 0©d, IR®ed DB FROD
On®ed 2dfme 880 Wedy ddewd w-OELHB W
0D B0 @ e 010 BEeOEHE wigdr. & 8Rwd
80 w8OBTHWD, ¢ WESITHBO ey v &, S
BLesweme 05 382 pumwn 8R3wd 0d5I5dyd Dred®
yI¥ncEe edGEme o e 0® Buwl ©° Hded ggensy
Bme, acn @) BEedEdE e me, acy aucdaws ¢53m
oddd mmumers 01 HOB g¢ 48 b moTes Bec.
®® e Drews’ W WOTesT By B BOedD Im&.
©® mden BEACO, dn® me DR B8O vy On» 5O
BeE OO mE®G 5088 OO OB BT

On@ed quBoewrs’ ©d, ©8Eed®sin ©sIEOBws
9360 WOYD WOTTHO O@ed @eddhw vEWD O
C8s owveld OBBw @80 wie WO BIzN. @O
40Eede dndw v 88sy BEO Veod Do RO wo
GO B OO »EBzN WO, I8s »O

208Ee®sInd

1200

B8yciewed glweld «dx), eodawmemed men
005 WOTHO §B-emD Do DR DD DI »SYO
PODB NE, OO LdFPFww ne aB »er. J Ben & BB
O @ 00 gdEhedd eredd yE WD 8Bu mosImO
D OBB. O ednwmeEs Ednw Pddy mer DIed®, O
OO gD P Hfm sFes nED edBrBIEHmWO
we WO ¢z, & gy@ O Bwemsied ©neddw
G0 HOOBT OB HBYOD, ¥YIHEO® SEEFmwO s®ennl
©50ed8, @ HBBO © 95imy WO nemew BIB®O,
DO dREHKreND OO 5 Be® B evesdw
e0wdd eueddh OBHED BB edmdr. Beddesy euedcs
O8I n®ed odaies 8Omwes dm DB @ p&dnmn
DO .

On®ed g¢ddhe 8udhe, 5 BDORTT YO In®ied
8geC ¢w 00D In®ied gwvidw 8EACH qved sim8misT,
DendEm ®wwid 0® W@ ©¢rN® DHNEDST® B8 ®
200D ead®m® Y@ WO end, WendEmwesy ©wSwed
208 #¢0Hhw o@dd BNBmO 0¢dwry ¢damw WOBIHO
Dotsz0d e | 8 Hpdomn I8 ©8 Bud edmda.
BSnBRA.

o8008 5350

(pewevemSTHIGLD 2 Mmiliilesi jeuidser)

(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Gamini Lokuge. Before
he starts, the Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees will
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER left the Chair

and MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Felix Perera - Minister of Social Services)
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, it gives me
great satisfaction to say a few words on this occasion in
which we remember the life of the Hon. Festus Perera.
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George S. Patton once said, “It is foolish and wrong to
mourn the men who died; rather we should thank God
that such men lived”.

When the Hon. Festus Perera first became a Minister,
I was still in school and | remember him as a colossus, as
a school boy. | knew him only from a distance. But, as
we know now from history, from 1977 to 2001, he
distinguished himself first as a Deputy Minister of
Finance and Planning, then as a Minister of Fisheries, a
Minister of Power and Energy, a Minister of Public
Administration, Provincial Councils and Home Affairs
and subsequently, as a District Minister.

I will not actually speak of his achievements as a
politician and a Minister as my Colleagues in this House
have already done so this afternoon. But, | would like to
just remind the House that yesterday the Hon. (Dr.)
Rajitha Senaratne, the present Minister of Fisheries and
Agquatic Resources Development, said that the Hon.
Festus Perera was the most successful Minister of
Fisheries that this country has ever had.

I will mention a few anecdotes from his life which
will be more reflecting on the personality of the Hon.
Festus Perera. We heard today how 3,600 families in the
“Cey-Nor Janapadaya” who never owned an inch of land
became the recipients of 10 perches of land, making it the
largest single settlement in this country. It is very
difficult to express the feelings that those people will have
when they do not own something and suddenly become
the owners.  The Hon. Festus Perera knew and
empathized with people who did not have.

A former Leader of the Opposition of the
Wennappuwa Pradeshiya Sabhawa once said that he
never stayed a night in Colombo. He always went to
Wennappuwa. | think, Niroshan, this is going to be a
very difficult act for you to follow. Why did he do so?
Because he loved his people. This same gentleman said
that even if he returned at midnight, if there were people
waiting to meet him, he never said, “Come tomorrow
morning”. He sat down and listened to what they had to
say. Officials have said that even when he was having
lunch, if there was an urgent letter that had to be signed
and they took it to him, he never said, “Come after
lunch”. He just stopped his lunch and signed that letter.
That was the stature of a great personality.

Someone else said to me that he had a unique way of
treating his opponents. There had been somebody who
was going around criticizing him. This happens in politics
and it happens all the time. When it came to the years of
the Hon. Festus Perera, he listened but he did not say
anything. One day when he was driving his car, he went
past a bus halt and noticed that the gentleman who had
been criticizing him was standing there. He reversed his
vehicle, picked the gentleman up, brought him back to his
shop and dropped him in the presence of others. The

crowd there was amazed. This is the stature of a great
personality in how he treats his opponents.

I know that the greatest testimony to any parent,
whether it is the Hon. Festus Perera or the Hon. (Mrs.)
Larine Perera, is always going to be the children. Nishani
gave up a career in consultancy in Washington DC and
came back to Sri Lanka to take care of her aging father
and also to take care of her mother. That is the measure
of great children. Niroshan gave up a promising career in
engineering in the United States of America and came
back to Sri Lanka to walk in the footsteps of his parents.
We salute both of them as being worthy children of
worthy parents.

I would like to close with these words from the Prayer
of Saint Francis of Assisi. It states, | quote:

“O Divine Master, Grant that | may not so much seek
To be consoled as to console;

To be understood as to understand,;

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

Itis in pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.”

May his soul rest in peace! May Mrs. Larine Perera,
Nishani, Niroshan and particularly the people of the
Puttalam District not only be consoled, but continue to
celebrate the life of a great personality, Festus Perera.

Thank you.

[LA.. 5.15]
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, | rise today in
this House to express my deepest sorrow on the passing

away of a very illustrious figure, who adorned the
benches of this Parliament for 28 years 10 months and 24
days as an honourable Member in this House. Sir, he was
a man of courage; a man of wit and vision; a leader of the
fisherfolk and a leader of the common people. At the
same time, he was a man of humble qualities, a man of
sterling qualities and character; he was a lover of music
and a chivalrous sportsman.

The late Hon. Festus Perera conceptualized in his
mind the creation of a stadium for the Puttalam District.
Finally, it resulted in the creation of Sir Albert F. Peiris
Stadium or Kreedanganaya.

After the Hon. M.H.M. Naina Marikar, as there was
no Muslim representation in Puttalam, | was appointed in
charge of the Puttalam Electorate. At that time | was very
close to him. He was a tower of strength to me; he guided
me all along and helped me greatly in serving those
people in Puttalam. For 15 long years, | was able to
spend all my Decentralized Budget for the well-being and
development of the people in Puttalam.
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Today, | recall the great service he did to the Muslim
community. In 1965, when the Government came into
power, the Muslim people found it difficult to go for Haj
as there was no foreign exchange available. At that time,
along with the Hon. Alhaj M.H. Mohamed, Minister of
Labour, Employment and Housing, the Hon. Alhaj M.
Falil A. Caffoor and others, we went on deputation to the
Hon. Festus Perera, Deputy Minister of Finance, who
was at the Treasury office. Alhaj M.I.M. Naleem, the
great philanthropist also came with us together with other
Muslim leaders. We explained to him that it is a
fundamental right of the Muslims in this country to go for
Haj. Even during the time of the First World War and the
Second World War, people travelled by ships sailing
through the dangerous sea to Jeddah Port and performed
Haj. So, he readily agreed and for the first time after it
was stopped, he convinced Prime Minister, Hon. Dudley
Senanayake and allowed on the first occasion, 50
pilgrims to go on pilgrimage to Mecca.
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Sir, | never passed the residence of “Preethika” at
Wennappuwa without dropping in.®® g5nc@0 wmemd
"88m0" 585 § On®ed yusim BOw oy O, OO
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he was a lover of people; he was a leader of the
fisherfolk and a leader of the common people; he was a
practical man. ©:® ec¢w® »Ox B8O BBe® crfvrd:,
O, @ads On®d Afewn. | must also recall that
during the time of Ramazan, we fast and when it is time
for breaking fast, we stopped at “Preethika” and the Hon.
(Mrs.) Mary Larine Perera makes all the foodstuff for us
to break fast. Being a lover of music, he loved the recital
of the Holy Quran. | used to take Katheeb M. Jezuli
Salahudeen to his house “Preethika” and the Hon. Festus
Perera used to tell me, “Please recite a chapter or a verse
from the Holy Quran”.

There was another great admirer of him, Alhaj M.P.M.
Azhar, the former and the founder editor of “Navamani”,
who used to visit with me, his Wennappuwa residence
regularly. When | stepped into Puttalam, at the earlier
stages there was a team behind him.

We formed a team. People of the calibre of the Hon.
Asoka Wadigamangawa, who was Minister of Lands and
Land Alienation at that time, the Hon. (Mrs.) Sujatha
Dharmawardana, MP, Mr. M.I.B Hafi and various others
were in that team. | also remember the first Provincial
Council Election at which the Hon. (Mrs.) Larine Perera
was elected together with Navis Fernando, Gwen Herath,
M.1.B. Hafi and with them, M.H.M. Navavi came from
the SLFP.

Sir, the Hon. Festus Perera was almost an emperor of
the Puttlam District. | recall the old days in Roman
history when, in the cavalry fashion, the emperor came on
horseback or on chariot. When Festus came like that, we
used to affectionately call him "Ben-Hur" and say, “Here
comes our Ben-Hur”. @ dmem0 “ged edsind o5,
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@0, Mr. Uhad was Chairman of the Kalpitiya
Pradeshiya Sabha at that time, .

Also, the Hon. Festus Perera was very helpful to the
fishermen. He was a fighter for their cause. Yesterday,
we expressed concern in this House about the sufferings
of our own fishermen in the North of this country. Had
the Hon. Festus Perera lived, he would have been in the
forefront, fighting for their rights. That, he did; | saw it
for myself. SSTMI  BTBIGET WTPLILITERTD  L(HSSSSHIemm,
Guarensy, weirewrmic GUrein @)L BISHEHEE Clserres GlLsVL 6V
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Bevarasm maAstmri. When he went to Karaitivu, there was

young man Salman Mubeen to extend all the help and
assistance to him.
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The late Hon. Festus Perera worked for the
development  of the  fisheries  industry in
Baththalangunduwa, Gange Wadiya, Kalpitiya and also
in other areas like Iralkuli and Serakkuli. Therefore, Sir,
he is a man of all seasons. He loved people and the
people loved him. That is one of the greatest qualities and
characteristics of a great leader, | should say.
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He befriended our former Speaker, Hon. M.A. Bakeer
Markar. Consequently, he used to visit Beruwala very
often and all the Hajiars in China Fort knew him. No
function would be held without his presence. Although
politicians from Colombo and Galle often visited
Beruwala, they would not forget one person and that is,
the Hon. Festus Perera of Wennappuwa. Sir, when
someone visits the Hadjiars, you know how lavishly they
serve buriyani, faluda and watalappan. But, the Hon.
Festus Perera had a very characteristic quality in him: he
used to bring his food in a small basket, which is called a
tiffin carrier, when he visited them. They all knew about
it. He was a complete teetotaller.

The Puttalam District had produced some of the
greatest and illustrious figures of this country like Sir
Albert F. Peries, the Hon. Shirley Corea and the Hon.
Hugh Fernando, who became Speakers of this House. The
Hon. Festus Perera followed the footsteps of those
illustrious figures.

As | said, the Hon. Festus Perera was a man of very
amiable qualities. | think he lost at the first election he
contested in 1960 and also the subsequent one. Then, he
won at every election, increasing his vote strength every
time. At the 1977 General Election, he won his seat. At
that time, we had the district electoral system and Michael
Festus Wenceslaus Perera polled 76,390 votes. Very far
behind him were the Hon. Asoka Wadigamangawa,
polling 56,696 votes, the late Hon. Harindra Jayanthi
Corea, 32,899 votes and James Edward Harold Herat,
27,763 votes. So, the Hon. Festus Perera was a
revolutionary; he revolutionized the thinking of the
people. | have no time today to illustrate in this House the
amount of work he did when he was the Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Home
Affairs. He gave the best Pradeshiya Lekam Karyalaya
award to Wanathawilluwa at that time. As | told you,
whether it be a funeral or any other function, he would
not fail to attend. He was a light-hearted man; he was a
man of peace and harmony. | have travelled with him to
the North: Mannar and to Jaffna.

Sir, he was a very good cyclist. When we cycled on
the beach, we could not keep pace with him. en@s & »5®
e ABBWE vcdsTeomrym Yo, & ¢DEFOE In® JOBsY
»@ Hood ABBmcers’ 8SI=&. In Jaffna, he had a good
friend, Mr. S.A.C. Mubeen. He enjoyed Mr. Mubeen's
hospitality always. as0 2000 g@mm® moSm» a8
O8mws Hewo, ©0 e0Kdde osedd ©Bn®. On®
28BBwews’ - advocate emen)s-. dn@ §@ims QJJ BuuE
u®emenl 5. He served as Deputy Minister of
Finance and Planning, Minister of Power and Energy,
Minister of Information, Minister of Fisheries and
Minister of Public Administration, Provincial Councils
and Home Affairs.

We affectionately call the Hon. (Mrs.) Larine Perera
"The Mother of Wennappuwa" and we still remember her

in that status. We remember the hospitality she showered
on us and all the help and assistance the Hon. Festus
Perera gave us. | am sure his worthy and amiable son, the
Hon. Niroshan Perera, will carry forward his mission
through this House.

Sir, we pray that the turf will lie lightly on the Hon.
Festus Perera’s grave.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I wish to associate myself with the sentiments
expressed by both sides of the House on the death of the
Hon. Festus Perera, ex-Member of Parliament. | shall
direct the Secretary-General of Parliament to make a
Minute of the Proceedings of today’s Meeting and send a
copy thereof to the members of the bereaved family.

DCECDO

phBemauiy
ADJOURNMENT
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 5.51 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
04th March, 2014.



.48,

o®® Dmed @D Geenw Wl OR® BOCE mE wr oI ¢BOm 88 O535sT 8 Bounna eom BO0E me ¢n
30w O 5 8E0 Cey 990, BOum 8 @¢eBun 05093000 w278 wotfmidm 0dn Crean o O8® Y.

Gy

o mtifleri @muglt ugiilh QFiwel By b Lewy Smsshismenrs swg Lrduilsd Cseaflleursd @pPlsg semertl Lilsnip
FwpssiuLrsg Ulrgl flewL_s5 @) eurrhisEher anereFrl ugiurdflumse @ 9eiliLge Caussnt(hib.

NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to be Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of
receipt of the uncorrected copy.

Contents of Proceedings

Final set of manuscripts
Received from Parliament

Printed copies dispatched



20 e : 8Be®xIn B8Da¢ DaEmOE Dab8m ¢awm B dr. 21788, BOunmt enxsid oB3® gdaxs
5O 0570 G1. 18.158. mesiE ©ednd 61 2.508. ezne® 6, Bogsm, o@m8 ©d, g 102,
8Bwi0 0o B8EeE d¥eod ymanz bvrned gldmb8 0dn ©9:® DEBwH® e ®Y

30 0 yO® vwm e cvdh 988 Dived wmTOW E 1 8D Dl CROD WB®.
BuBm oyt 8530 905 CAD um 9CE® 81 ©6 ®E) eBNE1ED.

FHST ; ANSTFTL HFHTT SPlEensulstt suLThs Fhar chur 2,178. ansirerl sesflifrg) esur 18.15. gsurm
Qgevey epum 2.50. aupLThHS FHST WPHLRTLOTS SIS WL F&T, rarTms Cleuaflufl L sjeusvsid, @s. 102,
DwdAnf s 191 1b, uTwsiTsemL afFl, meriiuenet, Qareoy 6 ereorn allvTesdnE el Lrdssmeard

QubmIdGsrerarevrid. speuGsurgressrBd Hououi 30 b CHBd @ (LpsdT Fhb TLiLIGwTLD
etiuiuL Geussir(Qb. Lilbdld SlewL @1 Fih T 61 680T680TLILIBI%H 6T
THMISCISTeTaT ILIL DT LT,

Subscriptions : The annual subscription for Official Report of Hansard is Rs. 2,178. A single copy of Hansard is available for
Rs. 18.15. (Postage Rs. 2.50) Copies can be obtained by remitting in advance an annual subscription fee to the
SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS BUREAU, No. 102,Piyasiri Building, Pamankada Road,
Kirulapone, Colombo 6. The fee should reach him on or before November 30 each year .

Late applications for subscriptions will not be accepted.

& Gomn dbed Yoow 0clne®@sIned Geamw mom c&.



