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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation

and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House

of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, what is the point of Order?
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Sir, it has been agreed that there should be 15
Questions to be asked and answered in Parliament. That
has reduced to 9 today.
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, we will take this up at the Party
Leaders' Meeting.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon.

Leader of the Opposition, we will take this

up at the Party Leaders' Meeting. We have fixed a
Meeting of the Party Leaders at 2.30 p.m. today.
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asked the Minister of Education:

@)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

of the number of Buddhist monks holding
the posts of Pirivena Inspectors who have
been appointed to monitor the affairs of the
pirivenas situated throughout the island;

separately, of the names, addresses and the
educational qualifications of the aforesaid
Buddhist monks holding the posts of
Pirivena Inspectors;

whether he admits the fact that due to the
inefficiency and the lack of proper
educational qualifications of the Buddhist
monks who hold the aforesaid posts, the
pirivena education system has become
inefficient; and

whether action will be taken to appoint
qualified officials to overcome this
situation?

If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he state -
(i

) whether telephone tapping is legal in Sri
Lanka as of today;

(i)  whether telephone tapping was done in the
past;

(iii)  if so, the period in which it was done;

(iv) the names of the telecommunication

companies whose commitments are subject
to perusal;

(v) the person who can authorize the tapping of
telephone  which is an intrusion to
fundamental rights of a person; and

(vi) the names of the politicians of whom the
telephone lines had been tapped?

(b)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Health:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) the date on which the National Authority on
Tobacco and Alcohol Act was passed;

(i) whether the Minister has formulated
regulations in accordance with that Act;

(iii)  if so, when it was done;

(iv) whether the Gazette Notification adhering
to those regulations has been issued; and
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(v) if not, the reasons for the delay in issuing
that Gazette Notification having made those
regulations?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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Sir, 1 rise to a point of Order.
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What is your point of Order?
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(oresTfl@ rafl & menrTHTwss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I would like to be enlightened as to whether the sub
judice rule applies to this or only for criminal litigation?
This is a civil matter that has been referred to and it is in
debate. The Hon. Deputy Minister just mentioned that
this matter is before courts. That does not prevent an
answer being given in Parliament. | would like you to
enlighten me as to whether this has now been enlarged in
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order to ensure that Questions are not answered here as a
legal refrain. If it is in courts you cannot answer here.
That is a very serious situation. - [Interruption.]

Bewrdehs D00

(Nrdlé FuThTWST SjeuT6r)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The issue is, there is no clear-cut explanation that we
can give as to what is meant by "sub judice". So, to be
respectful to the independent judiciary, we refrain from
interfering in matters that are before courts. So, on that
basis, we are not in a position to interfere into that area.

®©F; 8 WS €W B0

(omevsrLil@ Tall & [HETTHTWSE)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

What do you mean by that? Where does this sub
judice rule been applied in Parliament? Could you tell us
under what Standing Order? Can you say that if a matter
is in courts, you cannot answer or talk of that matter here?
| can imagine a criminal matter, because there has been a
past practice. It is not under any Standing Order, but has
been a past practice. What about commercial litigation?
Why should that be -

@0 BOE 88 ¢ BSDr Owmn

(omessryLll@ Blsv Arflurey g Fsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, the sub judice rule has never
arisen in this case. What the Deputy Minister said was
that the Government has made representations; the
Tobacco Company has made representations and the
matter is before courts. We cannot pressurize the court
and say, give a decision tomorrow. It is up to the courts to
give the decision. So, there is no question of sub judice
here.

®©35; 68 WS EI5NB2 W™

(oreryLfl@ rafl &@mewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

No, he said that the matter is before the court and as a
result - [Interruption.]

o0 BOE 88 ¢ BEO Oum

(orenryfl@ Blwsd Anflursy s HAsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

The matter is before the court; it is pending. We are
not in a position to pressurize the Supreme Court to give a
decision early. When the matter is before the Supreme
Court, it is up to them to give a decision.

®©35; 68 WS EI5NB2 O™
(oreryLfl@ rafl &@ewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
What | am saying is -

Bewrdes mOnemn®

(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjeuissr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

I think the Hon. Members would understand. If | may
read out Standing Order No. 31(6), it states, | quote:

“A question must not refer to any matter which is under
adjudication by a court of law or to any matter on which a judicial
decision is pending.”

This does not define whether it is criminal or not.
There is no distinction between a criminal case or a civil
case. This is a matter which is pending a decision.
Therefore, we will not be able to penetrate into that area.
Now, it is very clear. - [Interruption.]

®C; 08 G €925032 ™0

(oressrLll@ Tall & HenTTHTId:)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

But, the Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa made an overriding
rule.

Bewdss 2 rznemn®o

(LNrdlé FuThTST 6euids)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The Standing Orders are very clear. | hope you would
very clearly understand what | said. We will move on to
the other Question.

g@dm gom 5 - 2706/'12-(2) - ©6; 9<8m sBSew Swnmo.

@6 3ddm sBces Ovmo

(wrerfl@ Lsge Lglrem)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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(oreryfl@ ubSIeL @ snTouiTgewT)

(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane)
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@6 3ddm sBces Ovmo

(wrenrfl@ Lsgle Lglrem)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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Bewdts Oznemn®o

(LNrdld FuThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(@) @eHCpev, ersir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of Indian workers who have
been granted permission to work in Sri
Lanka from the year 2006 to 2011lon per
year basis;

(i) the reason attributed to such a huge
increase in visa requirements of Indians;
and

(iii)  as to why a fees are charged for visas from
Indians on arrival to our country?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) whether there are other countries of which
workers more than 500 have been allowed
to be employed in Sri Lanka; and

(if) the benefit received by Sri Lanka by
allowing those foreigners to work here?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order. He is asking -
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, he cannot make a statement like that while asking
a Supplementary Question.
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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Bewrdes mOsnem
(Nrdld FuTBTLST Sj6uTasT)
(The Deputy Speaker)

What is the point of Order?

@0 g8 5.90.08. g0l Swm

(LomevsTL 0@ VAN TED 67.6TF.6TLD. HysVV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, we have to strictly keep to the Standing Orders when
raising Supplementary Questions. It is very well explained in
Standing Order No. 28. @® c¢woed 2880®590 Bw®
emICO® ©RDS WoTH O BEE ©O 68 DO EHIBNGD
O5IEn®ensy 9EEy 83mD. @m oondc® ©NOw
©0ed&.

Bewrdehs mOznemn®

(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjeuissr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

That is not a point of Order. gy a» 8, ©& and
Sesznwm Swmo.

@0 OB E B8 Owm
(omevsryLll@ Tewiley alldalrvdnis)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
| rise to a point of Order, Sir.

Bewrdes mOiznemn®

(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjeuissr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the Opposition.

@0 08 E Spe8-» Ovm

(oreryLfl@ remfilsL ailsalrvdlnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Sir, the Hon. Azwer said that when you ask a
Supplementary Question, it should be relevant to the
Question. So, can he tell us what was not relevant to the
Hon. Ravi Karunanayake's Question. Otherwise, he
cannot say that. He must tell us what is not relevant.

Bewrdes mOznemn®

(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjeuissr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Thank you very much.
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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning:
(@  Will he state -

0

(ii)

whether the farmers who cultivate crops
other than paddy under fertilizer subsidy
are covered by the cultivation insurance
scheme proposed in the 2013 Budget;

if so, the amount of insurance coverage
granted under that insurance scheme per
acre of vegetables, fruits and other field
crops which are damaged by a natural
disaster, separately ?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

()

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

whether fertilizer subsidy is provided for
export crops such as tea, rubber and
coconut;

if so , the price of a 50 kilogram bag of
fertilizer given on subsidy for tea, rubber
and coconut;

the amount of fertilizer given on subsidy
for those three crops during the last three
years and its value;

if the tea, rubber and coconut cultivators
who receive fertilizer subsidy are covered
by the cultivation insurance scheme
mentioned in (a)(i) above, the level of
disaster situations for which they are
entitled for compensation under insurance;
and

the amount of insurance coverage granted
per acre of the aforesaid crops that are
damage at a natural disaster, separately?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(Nrdlé FuThTWST SjeuTaer)

(The Deputy Speaker)

©@e® FIBB ©d 2B, Sgwd ©d 90T
Bm@c’m ©®wmoe. Order, please! Will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Janaka Bandara to take the Chair?

o0, 8Cedd8 yrnxsly ©wmo
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(orenTyfl@ BoBrmis LFesTThS - Feips BeVsTL T HewLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Milroy Fernando - Minister of Social Welfare)

| propose that the Hon. Janaka Bandara do now take
the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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BB T B6NT.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.
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“Why should | come and invest in your country? Your
country is corrupt. Your politicians, your officers are asking
for commissions. | decided not to come”. | asked him, “Why
do you not come and invest here?” Then, he said, “You,
being an Opposition Member, why are you asking me to
come?” | replied, “To help the poor farmers. We import
flour. Billions of rupees are going out”. 1 said, “You start
this project; then, you will be helping our producers: the
farmers and others. We can save foreign exchange". He
replied saying, “We will think of it later, not now”.
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Whereupon THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA left the Chair and
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMAR ] took the Chair.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Johnston Fernando, you may carry on.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake, you have 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(ewssefsr Urdls sallFreri ojeurser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised
by the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer. What is it, Hon.
Azwer?

@0 g8 5.00.08. g0l Swm

(LomevsTL 0@ VAN TED 67.6TF.6TLD. HysVV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

If there is anything against the Standing Orders in the
Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake's speech, that will be
expunged. Hon. Ramanayake, you carry on.
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(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have one more minute.
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you cannot say such things.
[Interruption.] | order that to be expunged.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Beawadss 20m ewinBn®

(ewsseaflsr UNrdls sallereri jeauiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer, | will expunge those words. Hon.
Member, you carry on.

@0 gC®d &.80.98. 308 Owmn
(omressTLL0l@ S|LADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UIT)
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, this is very important. My point of Order is, as
usual, he is insulting the Islamic religion, the Lebbe in the
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Palli. 1 am properly done. So, he has no business to
guestion me.
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(ewssseflsr LNrsls sailFrari Hjeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer, | have ordered those words to be
expunged.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

That is, insulting Islam; he is insulting Islam. Is that
the policy of the UNP? [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)
Sir, can you give me one more minute?
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes. Then, you carry on. - [Interruption.] Hon. Azwer,
please sit down.
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(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)

Hon. Azwer, did you not hear what the Hon. Deputy
Chairman of Committees said? He said "sit down". -
[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)

©0 gDEND A ¢BIHN0 VIN®D &nBE. 08 Hom
»0B0  weIEmeIO O PO BRed O ¢
BESrenis WO DD YBID BB OB DB, ¢ O WBID
WO @BCm O5IEn® 9l8ud we wwd WE »Ied®
©wIdENed g ¥m PHFOG Bwesim wedied HOBDGBIO
88w oy & Ben 28 & awd epym®s oD »HYS
Co0, ©®OO Bw® g »IFOw g8 cBIm. DBewrsI®
OB BE cuemBIHB. e®ime, aEcE end (v
@dfern S08am emdw0 gy 008 BwEr. O© dn@dx
25O DO, DR 0B OO DB MO Beworsy
»8we0 & D18 O OO erndE »¥3 eCEAHEd EWEDHD
05I5 00 BwdsY @od D gdwsy OB,

Beawadss 200 ewinBn®

(ewsseaflsr UNrdls sallereri jeuiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Lalith Dissanayake.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Deputy Minister, now wind please up .
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(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake)
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It being 6.00 pm., MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until 1.30 p.m on Friday, 24th January,
2014.
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