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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA]
in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation

and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House

of Parliament)
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asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources
Management:

@)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the construction of 30 new tanks
for irrigation activities has been started
around the rivers and streams of the
Northern plain between Malwathu Oya and
Yan Oya, using local technology and labour
as mentioned in the "Mahinda Chintana -
Vision for the Future"; and

if so, the date on which the construction
activities of the aforesaid new tanks were
started?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of State Resources and Enterprise
Development:

(@  Will he state -

(i) separately, the amount of Eppawala Rock
Phosphate fertilizer produced annually by
Lanka Phosphate Company Limited in the
years 2010, 2011, and 2012;

(if) the number of machines owned by the
Phosphate company for the production of
fertilizer;

(iii)  the amount of the annual local requirement
of Phosphate in metric tons;

(iv) whether there is a surplus of the annual
production of the Phosphate company;

(v) if so, the amount of the aforesaid surplus in
metric tons;

(vi) the reason for the requirement of purchasing
a new fertilizer processing plant for the
aforesaid company whereas the company
already had the production capacity to meet
the local requirement; and

(vii) whether the tender procedure have been
followed in purchasing the aforesaid new
plant?

(b)  Will he inform this House regarding that plant -
(i) the method followed in placing the order;

(i)  the amount of money spent on purchasing
it;

(iii) whether he is aware of the fact that the
machine had already been brought to Sri
Lanka’s harbor by the time the officers had
gone to China to place the order;

(iv) the tonnage of the fertilizer produced with
the help of the new plant at present; and

(v) the amount of money spent on the
construction of the building in which the
aforesaid plant is installed?

() Ifnot, why?
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(@) @erCmev, eyevr?

asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

Management:

(@ Isheaware that -

(i) there was a seepage of water at Denagama
Tank situated at the Hakmana Divisional
Secretary's Division in the Matara District;

(i)  work is now underway to renovate the said
tank; and
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(iii)

allegations have been made by residents
that the renovation activities are not being
carried out as per proper standards?

(o)  Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

v

(vi)

of the total estimated budget for the above
renovation activities;

of the sources from which the said money
will be secured;

whether tenders were called for selecting
contractors for renovation activities;

if so, the names of each applicant, their
addresses and the amount quoted
separately;

the name and address of the contractor who
carried out renovation activities in the tank
and the amount quoted by him; and

whether action will be taken to hold a
formal inquiry regarding the allegation that
the renovations carried out by the said
contractor were substandard ?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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@) @eGs, srsir?

asked the Minister of Social Services:
(@ s heaware that -

(i) it has been stated in page 47 of the
"Mahinda Chintana™ that a monthly
allowance of Rs. 3,000 will be given to
families with a disabled, elderly, Samurdhi
beneficiary;

(i) it has been ensured in page 193 of the
“Mahinda Chintana -Vision for the Future™;

(iii) Mr. W.M.B.A Weerasekara, a disabled
Samurdhi  beneficiary of Kurunegala,
Bamunakotuwa, Kadiharaya, has submitted
an application to the National Secretariat for
Disabled Persons on 14th May, 2012 to
receive the allowance entitled according to
the aforesaid statement; and

(iv) the aforesaid application has been included
in the waiting list?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether action will
be taken to grant the aforesaid allowance of
Rs. 3,000 to Mr. Weerasekara, who has been on
the waiting list since 21st May, 2012?

(c) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Highways, Ports and Shipping:
Will he state -

@)

(i)

the five countries handling port operations
posing a threat to the Sri Lankan shipping
industry;

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(b)
(i)

(ii)

(iii)
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the threats posed by each such port in the
aforesaid countries, separately;

as to how Sri Lanka intends to fight against
such threats and how to make them
beneficial to local shipping industry;

the container movements of the threatening
ports referred to in (a) (ii), separately in the
years 2010, 2011 and 2012 on per year
basis; and

the projections of operations of the
aforesaid ports for the next five years?

Will he also state -

the ports from which Sri Lanka is going to
draw in container movements;

the number of container movements to be
drawn from each of the said ports,
separately; and

the total of the aforesaid container
movements to be undertaken by the Sri
Lanka Ports Authority?

(c) If not, why?
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Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised.
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(The Deputy Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. Anura Dissanayake -
[Pause]. He is not here. Then, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De
Silva.
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Yes, because you are the only person present in the
Opposition.
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Now, it is the time for the Opposition. There is no one in the
Opposition here, except you.
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"The Sunday Times" newspaper of 13th July, 2008
states, | quote:

“The minister disclosed that the oil exploration in the Mannar
basin will commence within six months and they will get the
first barrel of oil by 2010...”

2008 %8 ®e 1302 8» "The Sunday Times" ¢0s wesf
D800 @ wIan* ®EHI.
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"Lukewarm response for oil exploration bidding."
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"...outburst had been over their lead partner China
Merchants Holdings bypassing Aitken Spence and
submitting enhanced bids unilaterally..."
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(Nrdls sallgFreri ojeuiaer)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. (Dr.)Harsha de Silva, you have only two more
minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

There is nobody else. So, give me some more time.

Bewdes ewrsBn®

(Nl saflereri Hjeuiaer)

(The Deputy Chairman)

How can 1? | cannot give you more time.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

| started my speech when you were in trouble.
Nobody was here to speak.
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(Nl saflereri Hjeuiamer)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, now please wind up your speech.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Please give me five minutes. | will wind up. -
[Interruption.]
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(Nrdls sailFreri oeuissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Sajith Premadasa, will you give him five
minutes from the time allotted to you? - [Interruption.]
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(orenrfl@ (H0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Sir, give me five more minutes.

Bewrdes ewinBn®

(Nrdlg sallgFrari ojeuiaer)

(The Deputy Chairman)

I am sorry; | will give you only two more minutes
because time is limited today.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Give me only five more minutes. | came to your
rescue when you did not have anybody to speak.
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(Nrdls sailFreri oeuissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, the five minutes given to you is over. |
cannot give you anymore time. Please wind up your
speech.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

I will wind up in one minute.
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(The Deputy Chairman)

Okay, fine. Hon. Member, please wind up your
speech.
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(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)
Give me only one minute, please.
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(N7l sallereri Heuiger)

(The Deputy Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. Anura Dissanyake.
Before he starts his speech, the Hon. Udith Lokubandara
will take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. UDITH LOKUBANDARA took the Chair.
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9j6uirsGer, @bs  Briger  BHEUWT QEICLYETLIE
@leuisergmesst  sTrewTOlweTn  Brer  GlFTsvalsTEME.

@)ILIg WTEsT YU HeW6T eDauSGIS6STEIH BIFFWLTS [ BI%6T
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W6US G515 01ETETERBISHET. @)eueuTn)] HYDUSSSTOTET (LPsHMUiled
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wMISOEEIUBSSTDS.  PHCou, Ybs  Blewevewioewi
wrHneNs  @bs TFTHIGESSBTG  SLEDWWTGD. S
wrHoriuL Ceusssr(h G weTLIenSCw brest @)bi@h- [(Blewr ufB)]

WHESEHMLW  BlemsveninEenar  (LpeiTGesrmh

0 gCd £.00.08. 2508 Bwmn
(oredTLfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UNT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

G068 O5IE 0

(pewevewgTHRIGL 2 Ml ilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

oo 2808 @s¥fn®ed Point of Order &= wewsd
WOBID.

@0 gCuod &.00.08. 23Dl vz

(LomedTLyL0@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Qaxerren Fewevswws TG 2 miliflerr euisGer, o
LOTHTETBISETVID bbb LOTeUL L SHDIGTOT BeWLOFFiTGTedT
wreul L elK5Pls GWesHSdH SHMVEDLOGTHIGHSSTDTT.
T, bdSH Inl L S35 @ alldhGereisuresr T 9j6uidhEhdE
aur - PrUTHl
DTV -

L_&6m6en Caouresthsm

9| 6U T (E¥h L_63T

Gsr0it) OIFno

(sewevensTHIGL ° MILLNETT SyouTdeir)

(The Presiding Member)

That is not a point of Order. o6 @55n® %
moxs¥m. Hon. Member, you can continue your speech.

@0 yeld eg@dsigst @vm
(oressryLil@ &Creig LNCT0FF b TedT)
(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)
Is the interpretation okay, Sir?

Qaxerrey  HwVdWSHTHIGHD 2 mliflert  euiasGer,
‘UL gt  euFhsd' eteirm  CuUwifled  euLG@  WTHTERT
ENMEIGEE]] Qg mrLiurs GumhElsTsireriiLi(Hd Flev

afl_wmkigemer [BIT65T [ALIE
Gousssrig ull hdHTmEHI. @b 'auL_ddlesr sughsn' LilallHsHls
L GFlThp wsv  sTAwsiser BewLOuhmest. efFlassir

Qeliuefltiul e, Wsitgry allBlGuirastd CaFunulii’ L g);

FL1gHHTL L

urLgrenevset  GUilallpss)  CEiwiiul L er.  @)lugwrs
i@ QFinutiul’ L gilellhsLlsener BroissT BedTHlu|Ledr
BleW6sT6Y I (HSISTEDTLD. EMBVIGEE])
weLGlweTm GlFTsvsvaisvensy. CHFwWD B)eTenih LLCaum)
el msgss

gHO&HeaT@ou  pHTedT

QaFinuliuL_eflsv
QFiwii Gouevorig ull(hsSlesTm 6.
ClFreiTesrgGuimsv, 2 sireamyTL_FF
Fewusener Strengthen LewemisughH@ - UVLLBSSIUSD S
2 s aunSUl@TL TEH0  uswid CsTHSSLIULL . Ibd
UL SIS DH TS
(AEJCES

SULLL T, Qjemal WTeYd bSF FMUSETTEID LDSHEHETTELD

o simeehrTL_FlF FOLISMETLI

SubhmIGsTar S L BissT  swrilEsiul B
TOMISEBTeTET L L. S L BISTTEGL. S L BIG6Tn L
Blrraflaasling_Ler.

@G Bonwse8B §d8eosT Bum (5 d» 880838
Bewrdss g@imsn®o)

(revwsryfl@ aflprwsapids wraflsrer - Wer@gy Cunm Lrg
S|EPLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Vinayagamoorthi Muralidaran - Deputy Minister
of Resettlement)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Gos06:t) BB

(sewevenSTHRIGL 2 DN SyouiTd6r)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! ©c; Bonwo@b’ §dB¢os’ ¢ OBROA,
RIed 8B yadmw wewss mosis.

@0 DoneeSB §oBeosT ®wmo

(wrevwsryllg el Brwsepisd wreflsresr)

(The Hon. Vinayagamoorthi Muralidaran)

Sir, | want to explain something. Sir, today
Committee Stage Discussion on the Votes of two
Ministries are going on. They are the Ministry of
Economic Development and the Ministry of Investment
Promotion. The Ministry of Local Government and
Provincial Councils will be taken up on some other day.
You can discuss those matters when that is taken up. You
cannot discuss matters relating to Local Government
under the Ministry of Economic Development.

@G yedd ef@dricst Owm

(orevsryll@ &Creig LNCTo&FF b T6dT)

(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)

If you cannot understand Tamil, | am very sorry
about it.
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Urrswrs

Qevsiswasuiler  gilallpss eTeitug sl
(LpSTERTHM LW LB QFsveug) Gumsitm
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G068 O5IE 0

(pewevewgTHRIGL 2 Ml ilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you can wind up now. Your time is
over.

@0 yeld eg@dsigst @vm
(oressryLll@ &Creig LNCTod#H TedT)
(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)
I will wind up, Sir.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. UDITH LOKUBANDARA left the Chair,
and THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. M.L.A.M. Hisbullah - Deputy Minister of
Economic Development)
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In the history of the Sri Lankan Tourism Industry, we
were able to receive more than one million tourists up to
30th November, 2013. Accordingly, our total income
from tourism is more than Rs. 1 billion. The Sri Lanka
Tourism Promotion Bureau is making many arrangements
to promote Sri Lanka in Russia, Ukraine, Japan, China,
India and in many places. We are making all efforts to
promote Sri Lanka internationally.

During the CHOGM 2013, over 150 travel and tour
operators from Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, China, India,
Singapore, Malaysia, Japan, South Korea, UAE, Saudi
Arabia and the UK participated at the Tourism Forum.
Thirty five travel industry representatives from other
countries also participated.

After the establishment of peace in Sri Lanka, a
special mechanism was formed at the Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Authority to facilitate investors who are
interested in investing in tourism-related projects.

Finally, | take this opportunity to express my thanks
and gratitude to the Minister, Hon. Basil Rajapaksa for his
leadership and guidance to develop the country manifold.
He shows great enthusiasm in the Ministry’s
administration, regional development, investment and
projects, livelihood development, tourism promotion, self
-employment, poverty alleviation, investment and

tourism, and school development. Our Hon. Minister’s
hard work is par excellence and it is very lively to work
with him.

Thank you.
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It is the barometer of the economy. So, how will these
two Ministries certainly reflect the overall view on the
country’s economy for the perception of the people? I think
there is a big question mark regarding that. c®8 Bea»
8B»® yame »O8, @® ded Bwe® Bwwd 200853 300853
B 00D BT Pes® 8 odxfes’ Bwwd 10857
15853, @® @omow & B »d8 Bedzsies). 9® B
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A realistic value of the rupee is essential at a time
when you basically have an export-driven economy. My
political Guru, the late Hon. Lalith Athulath Mudali said,
“Either you export or perish”. We are not second to that
stage at the moment. Our Balance of Payments is having a
deficit because of this problem. So, on that particular
score, we need to ensure that the export-driven approach
and import-substitution approach are taken into account
not only in terms of Balance of Payments, but also in
terms of the labour unemployment problem that
prevalent. So, on that particular basis, | would like you to
ensure that -
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Hon. Minister of Plantation Industries, | am making
only one request. Now, everything is going very well in
the estates. We are so happy with the Government
because many proposals in the Budget are partly for the
Plantation Sector. Unfortunately, in the estates of the
JEDB-[Interruption.] On the other hand, your department

always files cases against staff in the estates.

@6 O53F0dews
(revsryLll@ 2_mitifleri sppeu)
(An Hon. Member)

Is it bad?

@0 §n BOE-0® Owmn

(revwsryll@ Wdhg1 FHeuedmgid)

(The Hon. Muthu Sivalingam)

It is not bad. They are finding ways. We have already
found some ways . Within one or two months we will
solve that. What | am trying to say is, do to take any
action in between. That is the only request | am making.

During the UNP period, so many cases were filed in
the courts against estate workers who retired. They were
called "squatters". They are not squatters; they had no
place to go. After their retirement, they have to remain in
these estates. That is our fate. Now, it is not the case. No
cases are filed against estate workers. If there are any
cases - [Interruption.] He knows it. That is why | am
telling him. 1 am asking you, why are you interpreting?
You do not have to interpret my speech, because I know
what | am talking about and the Hon.Minister can also
understand. The only request | make to the Hon. Minister
is, as far as employment, electricity and housing are
concerned -
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe - Minister of Plantation
Industries)

Sir, with your permission, may | say that | will

certainly look into it.

(OB w»E&sin

@0 §n) BOE-0® Owm

(orenTyfl@ W H Feusdnigsid)

(The Hon. Muthu Sivalingam)

Thank you. You will do it. You are seated with my
Minister. | think he has already told you to look into this.
Thank you very much. | know him. He is with the poor
people. The Hon. Basil Rajapaksa is known by over two

billion people in Sri Lanka. We say, '‘@smig' in Tamil. In

Sinhala also they say, “Kooti”. Two billion people know
who the Hon. Basil Rajapaksa is, because everybody is
benefited by his toiling.

@0 @I Ocew

(oreryfl@ o mutiferi g meurr)

(An Hon. Member)

What about the Hon.Thodaman?

@0 §n BOE-0® Owmn

(oressTyLll@ WoHg1 FHeuedmisid)

(The Hon. Muthu Sivalingam)

Everybody knows the Hon.Thondaman also. | think
you do not know. - [Interruption.] You and I always
complain to Colombo - only to cities and not to the rural
sector.- [Interruption.] | have worked with you. | have
been with you and | was elected in your list sometime
back. - [Interruption.] Nothing happened. - [Interruption.]
Who? - [Interruption.] Even if he contested, these people
would have come. At that time, we wanted to help you to
bring more Members to Parliament. That is the reason
why we were with you. If we were not with you, of
course, you would have been in the same position that
you are in now, even at that time.

With these words | conclude. Thank you very much.
[e.e0. 4.11]
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“Cut trees to pay EPF, ETF dues

Cabinet approves proposal by minister to meet colossal liabilities"
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Then, there has been a decline in absolute export
earnings. @eoewz1ce) ©d; O3Fn®A, when you take the
export earnings of Sri Lanka in 2011, the total exports
were at minus 6.6 per cent, agricultural exports at minus
9.6 per cent, tea exports at minus 7.0 per cent, natural
rubber exports at minus 40.8 per cent, industrial exports at
minus 5.3 per cent, textiles and garments at minus 5.8 per
cent, manufactures at minus 5.6 per cent and petroleum
products at minus 11.7 per cent. c@=» RAnO=FEed
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(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)

Mr. Presiding Member, thank you for giving me this
opportunity to speak a few words on the Votes of the
Ministry of Economic Development.

Sir, the Central Bank of Sri Lanka has stated that the
development of this country has risen to about 8 per cent
per annum. It is evident that there is considerable growth
with infrastructural improvements such as new highways,
airports and ports. However, whether these infrastructure
developments will bring the necessary foreign investment
to the country is still to be seen.

Sir, the President, in his speech at CHOGM declared
that under his leadership, the Government has reduced
the poverty rate from 15.2 per cent in 2007 to 6.5 per cent
in 2013. However, according to the Central Bank Report
of 2012, there are 1.6 million families living under the
poverty line. Taking an average of about four persons per
family, we have 6.2 million living under the poverty line,
and therefore, they are poor. Sri Lanka has a population
of 18 million; so 6.2 million means that one-third of Sri
Lanka’s population is poor. If that is so, then it does not
correspond with the remarks made by the President at
CHOGM,; either the President has got his facts wrong or
the Central Bank has got its facts wrong. But, one thing is
certain. Even with an 8 per cent growth, the disparity
between the haves and the have-nots has widened. While
the super rich can drive around in Lamborghinis and
participate in night races, the middle-income earners have
been burdened by increases in taxes on reconditioned
vehicles.
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera - Minister of Foreign Employment

Promotion and Welfare)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order. The Hon. Member said
that the population of Sri Lanka is 18 million. It is
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(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)

Sir, the President’s statement on the reduction of
families in poverty must be scrutinized more thoroughly.
The statement raises more questions than answers to a
national problem. For example, the poverty line is a
creation of the Department of Census and Statistics that
comes under the purview of the President as the Finance
Minister. According to the Department of Census and
Statistics, any person who earns les than Rs. 3,545 per
month lives under the poverty line, that is US Dollars 28
a month or less than a dollar a day. According to a report
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by the Institute of Policy Studies, 23 per cent of the
population earns less than US Dollars 2 a day, that is
roughly Rs. 260 a day. This is in a country where the
Government stated, that last year the GNP per capita was
US Dollars 2,400, further reinforcing my point about the
rising inequality.

However, Sir, according to the Fiscal Management
Report that was handed to us, a family of four requires an
income of Rs. 49,000 per month to live, somewhat,
comfortably. It is evident that there is no clear picture as
to whether there is a drastic reduction in the poverty level
in this country.

Further, whilst the Budget has allocated Rs. 16.8
billion for Samurdhi relief and a further Rs. 10 billion to
the Samurdhi Authority for administration purposes, |
cannot accept that the money is going to the people who
really need them.

If the Government is true to its word, and poverty has
in fact reduced, then it is high time that Samurdhi funds
are stopped from being given to people as political
favours but the huge bureaucracy administrating it, is
used to identify those in real need and disburse a fair
Samurdhi grant only to them. During the time of our
Government, the Janasaviya Programme helped poor
people to a much greater degree than this Government’s
Samurdhi. The Government just used this to add a further
level of bureaucracy that resulted in a programme that
now costs Rs. 10 billion per annum to administer. It
shamefully has not identified the people in need and
instead doles out small amounts that do not even cover
the cost of a packet of 400 gm. milk powder to over 1.5
million families and political friends in a very haphazard
manner, while the real poor often do not get anything and
are often victimized politically by refusing to grant their
need.

Mr. Presiding Member, one initiative that was taken
by the Government to eradicate poverty is the "Divi
Neguma" Programme. Under this Programme, it was
proposed to set up 100 home-garden based economic
units in every Grama Niladhari Division. There are
14,000 Grama Nildhari Divisions in Sri Lanka. However,
most Grama Niladhari Divisions do not have 100 families
with home-gardens. So, we will have to see, in the future,
whether this "Divi Neguma" Programme is successful or
not.

Then, there is the "Divi Neguma" Fund, and it is
essential that you ensure - with all the data available at the
Government’s fingertips - that only the people who
deserve assistance get these funds and it is not used as just
another entitlement. Either the Government is lying about
the true extent of poverty in Sri Lanka by misleading this
House and making false statements around the world, or
they are disbursing funds to people as a bribe or a threat
to get their support.

The Budget Estimates of the Ministry of Economic
Development last year contained over 60 pages of
analyses of the proposed spending. This year it has come
down to 30 pages with all the previous details removed.
There are no details given as to how the Rs. 25 billion
allocated for the regional projects is to be spent. Is it
because the Budget process is now proved to be not
worth the paper that it is printed on, as it can be changed
at the whim of the Government without Parliamentary
approval? That is my only conclusion. The level of
misleading information would have probably become too
much for the creator that he dropped it as it was
meaningless anyway.

Mr. Presiding Member, it is clear that this
Government is not following the path towards sustainable
development. Poverty reduction, reduction in inequality
and protection of the environment are imperative in
achieving  sustainable  development.  Sustainable
development is a development process that considers
economic and social development along with
environmental development and protection. In 2009, the
Government launched an Action Plan on the "Haritha
Lanka" Programme for sustainable development. In its
Action Plan, it defined 10 broad areas such as clean air,
fauna and flora, ecosystems, climate change, coastal belt
and sealand resources, solid waste, green cities, industries
and knowledge dissemination.

However, according to a study, the air pollution in Sri
Lanka is at 73 per cent.

Drinking water pollution is at 52 per cent. It is
imperative that the people, especially in a district with a
very rapid increase in population, where people from
other districts move there for employment and housing,
are provided with adequate quality drinking water.

When one talks about infrastructure, the provision of
clean drinking water is part of this, not only the massive
spending on expressways. The people of the Gampaha
District who suffer numerous problems in obtaining clean
drinking water must have their needs looked into
immediately.

Sir, the promises made by the Government are merely
promises to win elections and forgotten soon after.

Mr. Presiding Member, the latest threat is the
Government’s intention of permitting the cutting down of
forests in lands under the Ministry of Plantation
Industries to fund the EPF payment of its employees.
What have they done with the funds deducted from the
workers' wages? Why has it not been paid to the EPF?
Who has purloined this money? Why should our trees be
cut to pay for the inability of State institutions to manage
their affairs and thereby put a further threat on our
already fragile environment?
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe - Minister of Plantation

Industries)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order. The Hon. Member
referred to the Ministry of Plantation Industries and the
EPF payments. There is no such shortfall from our side.
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(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)

I am talking about the forests which are under the
Ministry of Plantation Industries, not the EPF.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

Not under the Ministry of Plantation Industries.

G020 OB
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(The Presiding Member)

Okay, thank you very much, Hon. Minister. Hon.
Member, now please wind up. | will give you one more
minute to please conclude your speech.
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(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)
Thank you, Mr. Presiding Member.

So, not a day passes without an incident of tree felling
or encroaching on forest land. Most of the incidents point
to the culpability of Government henchmen, Members of
the Pradeshiya Sabhas and Chairmen, all faithful
supporters of the Government. So, it is time that the
Government tightens the regulations that do exist to
protect the environment and not use development as an
excuse to degrade the environment.

Therefore, | implore the Government to put more
resources into achieving the sustainable development that
is needed for this country and cut down wastages on
spending by this Government.

Thank you.
[e.00. 4.57]
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(The Hon. Athauda Seneviratne - Minister of Rural Affairs)
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 5,685,410,000 for Head
105, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule"
put and agreed to.

Head 105, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, as amended to
stand part of the Schedule.
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Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 220,975,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 220,975,000 for Head 105,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 105, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure
Rs. 9,398,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 9,398,500,000 for Head 105,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.



619 2013 e¢ew1®@a8 04 620

Head 105, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 70,640,875,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 70,640,875,000 for Head 105,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule™ put
and agreed to.

Head 105, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 218. - DEPARTMENT OF COMMISSIONER GENERAL OF
SAMURDHI

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 15,500,125,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 15,500,125,000 for Head 218,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 218, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 5,800,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 5,800,000 for Head 218,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 218, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

281 ) B8vw.- @mBLm 8:-080 @¢ednedsind

01 22 O@wWOWD.- EPEVE® D1DWOVD) - H¥GDEHD Bw!ed,
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01 920 ORewOWD).- @PEVY® DRDBOYD - YR Bwe®,
61.55,000,000
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y@m w6 S0wm 85T wwo ®Om Sw.
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seweoliy 281, BlapsdsHn 01, mpogeard GFeey

I Lsusnenruiler LGS wWTE @) (HHad SLLswerull Ll L g).

HEAD 281. - DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN DEVELOPMENT

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 247,190,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 247,190,000 for Head 281,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 281, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 55,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 55,000,000 for Head 281,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 281, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

02 220 D@8V~ 808D ORBWOVD - YHHGOEDD w3e®,
St 3,658,750,000

BlapFAsH i 02 .- gilallpssls QFwphur®ser -
esstTHeu(meh GFevey epumr 3,658,750,000

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 3,658,750,000

o0 BOE 88 ¢ BEO Oum

(orenryfl@ Blwsd Anflursy s HAsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

OO BB BROB, PESm w-0EWD @ R® eDH DT
& Besdsn vm emQ@en 2014 mom wwo gdEed 281
0 Bbsed 02 D@wdWD wews BWD BEHST L-ERIVHIW
988us WD,

00885
(salleTari ojeuissir)
(The Chairman)
IO @890 OWBE?

@G O350

(omessryLil@ 2 mitifleiseir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

Oz 8€ O ©wle82228 t3897 8OO Ss:
Briwreflssin L &)
Resolved:

O R0vs 02- w0805 ORBOVD) - YPIXD Bwe® wewo yBBmE
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B »E 9 @.
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. 776,000,000
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‘sewevriy 281, LB sssT (H6u (heh
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Question, “That the increased sum of Rs. 3,823,750,000 for Head
281, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the
Schedule" put and agreed to.

Head 281, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, as amended to
stand part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 776,000,000

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 3,376,000,000 for Head
281, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule"
put and agreed to.

Head 281, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended to
stand part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 305. - DEPARTMENT OF UP-COUNTRY PEASANTRY
REHABILITATION

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 20,275,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 20,275,000 for Head 305,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 305, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,350,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,350,000 for Head 305,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 305, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

"187 9 B¥vewd 01 O D1@Q®BOvD, ¥5YDEns Bwe®
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 101,000,000, for Head 187,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 187, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 9,270,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 9,270,000, for Head 187,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 187, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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It being 6.33 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report the Progress.
Committee report Progress; to sit again on Thursday, 05th December, 2013.

DCECDDO

phBemaui
ADJOURNMENT

o0 BOE 88 ¢ BEO Oum

(orenryfl@ Blwsd Anflursy s Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

O Bewdss mOisnemn®nB, "s8Ee®sInd ¢t »E midw Wre'8 ® ewddmn B0,

gaw E@ezn 8o, tstn eO8z S,
alleorr @GS sLILIL (5) TDmYs ClsTeraTLiLIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

2880050 SO enmcd & w. 6.330, 2013 208,008 26 &» wws 6@8Bw ¢nd, 2013 ece @5 05 Oz JwelsHzie
& 9. 9.30 O onz wE Beddes.

gLty .o, 6.33 wellss urrrepwsrmn, yserg 2013 pausii 2645 slaslu Siwrsrgssalonns, 2013 gowui 05, allwrpssspsniw
wp-u. 9.30 wenflsusor pgBlsweudssiiii’ L g.

Adjourned accordingly at 6.33 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, 05th December, 2013 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 26th
November, 2013.
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