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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.
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@)

asked the Minister of Local

@1@mev, ersir?

Government and

Provincial Councils:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

a bogus contractor has fraudulently taken an
amount of Rs. 16 million for repair and
carpetting of the  Medawachchiya,
Ethakada, Etambagaskada Road, which was
actually done by a private company with
their funds;

an officer in a higher post in the Provincial
Road Development Authority, who is well
aware of the roads of the province has
fraudulently —approved the aforesaid
payments;

approximately, Rs. 90 million has been paid
to repair a stretch of three kilometres in
Oyamaduwa Road in Anuradhapura in line
with the Deyata Kirula exhibition held in
Oyamaduwa, Anuradhapura; and

the tender procedure has been completely
violated when awarding tenders to repair
the roads in the North Central Province?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(M

whether he will look into the number of
incidents where the Road Development
Authority in the North-Central Province has
repaired the roads committing financial
frauds; and

182

(i) whether disciplinary action will be taken
against the officers who have committed
frauds?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @HCpev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Civil Aviation:

(@)  Will he state -

(1) whether a loan of US Dollars 175 million
has been requested from the Osarein Bank
of the Government of United Arab
Emirates to reconstruct the SrilLankan
Airlines;

(i) whether the approval of the Cabinet of
Ministers has been obtained for that;

(iii) whether a debt of Rs. 15 billion with the
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation has to be
settled out of the Rs. 21 billion to be
obtained; and

the amount of the loan required for the airport?
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(b)  Will he inform this House of the reason to select
Piduruthalagala Estate in Boralanda area in the
Nuwara Eliya District to construct a domestic
airport despite the fact that a number of
Government lands are available in the Nuwara
Eliya District?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @erCmed, syesr?

asked the Minister of Highways, Ports and Shipping:

(a) Is he aware that as the Mattuwandu Road which
lies on the embankment of the Chenaiwalli Tank
located in Thambalagamuwa village of

Trincomalee has not been repaired for a long time,
the people of that area are facing immense
difficulties in travelling?

(b)  Will he state whether steps will be taken to repair
this road as a number of instances where people
walking on the road have slipped and fallen into
the tank at times when the Chenaiwalli Tank is
overflowing have been reported?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(24) @)STCmeL, ereir?

asked the Minister of Investment Promotion:

(@)

Will he inform this House -

(M

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

the date on which Sri Lanka became
deprived of the GSP Plus Tax concession;

the number of garment factories closed
down in Sri Lanka from then onwards;

the number of Sri Lankan labourers who
lost employment as a result;

the income dispossessed by the country
through the closure of the aforesaid garment
factories; and

the procedure implemented to make the
persons who became unemployed in the
above manner, employed?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Annex - 01
« .
Closed Down Garment Factories After 15/08/2010
(As at 20/09/2013)
Ref. No. Project Name Date of Export 2010 | Actual Emp.| Actual Emp. Remarks
Closed Down | (Rs. Mn.) (Nos.) Year
(mm/dd/yy)

865512006  |D M LANKA HOLDINGS (PVT) LTD. 872612010 616 2010  |Taken over by MAS
1

16131993  |JOHN SPRINGFIELD (PVT) LTD. 812612010 os| 2005
2

60320002 |KUNDANMALS APPAREL (PVT) LTD. 812612010 1443856 22| 2010
3

025411992 |TRISTAR APPAREL POLGAHAWELA 101112010 343| 2009 |Taken over by Brandix
4
o2 s S A e 10112010 369,629 748| 2000 |Converted to 300 EP

CONTINENTAL APPAREL

¢%T  Ip L PALLETHALAWINNE 1012010

72922003 |HAUTE INTERNATIONAL (PVT) LTD. 10112010
7 Taken over by Brandix

001911992  |B & A TEXTILE (PVT) LTD. 111252010 T R el S
8 Garments

12241992  |NUWARA ELIVA GARMENTS (PVT) LTD. 110252010
°
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Ref. No. Project Name Date of | Export 2010 | Actual Fmp.| Actual Emp. Remarks

Closed Down | (Rs.Mn) | (Nos.) Year

(mm/dd/yy)
o[76347001 [SOFIA LANKA APPARELS (PVT) LTD. 112572010 so4| 2006
| [pos21992  [FOUNDATION BENNETT . LTD. 1o m| 2005
|F3692007 |CHRISTY CLOTHING (P¥) LTD. 36102011 6| 2008
p[Founs92 - [PAVOURITEGAR LTD AWISSAWELLA 6912011 1065.504 69| 2010
| [151996 |COLOURFUL FASHION (P¥T)LTD. 6230011 1| 2009
j[P511552 [ TRISTAR APPAREL IUDAGAMA, MAKO M011 70.521 ,
[F551m1  [SELNIMI APPARELS (PVT)LTD. 812011 3| 2007
j[71782003  PENGUIN CASUALWEAR (PVT) LTD. 81902011 142335 96| 2010  |Taken over by Crystal Martin
(g|/01171998 INTERLOK FASHIONS BIBILE (FVT)LTD. 10202011 5780 92| 01 éﬁ;&%%i’f
o[ ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁgﬁmom \ERLILID: 115302011 15.5%6 | 201
747002 [RANMALU FASHIONS (PVT) LTD/EXE. 117202011
[P211957 - [RANMALU FASHIONS (PYT) LTD. 117302011 2538.016 20| 201
[#912003 [RICH LIGHT APPARELS (FVT) LTD. 1102012 40| 2006
[F6267006  [RICHARD ROBERTS KANDY (PVT) LTD. 21512012 248345 | 201 gla;‘;;lg’“ by Couroulds
77051997 [HLQFASHIONS #VT) LTD. 122472012 | 2007 ;a;m By Tinentyse
[F6%05 [ZMKASUALS PVT)LTD. 127312012 179.725 a8l o1
1[041997  CRYSTAL SWEATER LANKA (BVT) LTD. 130013 1058.050 o 2012 -
|T0172003 |Z:M VERTIKO (PV) LTD. 13172013 733760 w| 012
/8091999 [MACROWEAR (V) L1D. 32712013 70| 2003  |Taken over by Brandix
(5557003 JACQQUALINE CLOTHING PV LTD. 3080013 55.390 6@  2m
2 P157007  [SAGA INTIMATES (PVT) LTD., 4060013 46619 38| 2012 |Taken over by Brandix
5 [0181992 [AYUMI APP. BVT)LTD. $172013 mw| 012

414711998 |LANKA FASHION CLOTHING (PVT) LTD. 61712013 204132 60| o1z |Lakenover by Orient
32 Garment
Total 6878238 | 13210
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Annex-02
Description year year year year year
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013**
Total National 3.12 3.36 4.19 3.99 2.61
Exports(Apparel)
Exports to EU 1.70 2.64 1.87 1.2
Countries(Apparel)
EU exports as % of total 50.59 63.00 46.86 45.97
exports
% of Increase/ Decrease of 7.6 24.88 @4.77) 2.1
annual exports (YOY)
% of Increase/ Decrease of 55.29 (29.16) 5.5)
EU exports (YOY)
% of Increase/ Decrease of 24.70 18.75
exports to EU 2010 as the
base year
Total exports to EU 2.32 2.98 2.66
Apparel exports as a % of 73.27 88.59 70.30
total exports

** up to August

Source: BOI & Central Bank Annual Reports and JAAF

The above statistics clearly show that export to the EU market has no negative impact

due to withdrawal of the GSP+ facility and exports to the EU has increased after

withdrawal of the facility.

Summary

Attached herewith are the Apparel Export statistics for the month of August 2013 compared with

the corresponding month in the previous five years.

Summary of performance is given below.

August 2012
Total Exports 340.5
To US 1304
To EU 169.4

Other 40.7

August 2013
351.9
142.6
168.3

Change %

Value US $ mn
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Jan -Aug 2012 Jan - Aug 2013 Change %

Total Exports 2553.5 2608.1 2.1
To US 1011.4 1107.4 9.5
To EU 1268.4 1199.2 -5:5
Other 273.7 301.5 10.2

Total Apparel Exports increased by 3.3% in the month of August 2013 compared with the same
month of the previous year. While exports to the US recorded an increase of 9.4%, export to EU
decreased by 0.6% and exports to other countries recorded an increase of 0.7% in August 2013.

Total Apparel Exports during the first Eight months period January — August 2013 had shown a
2.1% growth over the corresponding previous period. While overall exports to the US recorded a
positive growth of 9.5%, exports to the EU had shown a negative growth of 5.5%. However, overall
exports to other countries increased by 10.2% over the same period.

Export of Apparel for the Month of August 2008-2013

2008 2009 2010 a0t 2012 2013 2012/2013

US$.Mn | US$.Mn | USS$.Mn US$.Mn | US$.Mn | US$.mn | Change %
Total Exports 286.2 311.3 294.8 359.3 340.5 | 351.9 313
us 128.1 124.9 119.2 133.0 130.4 142.6 9.4
EU 140.0 163.9 147.5 191.0 169.4 168.3 -0.6
Other 18.1 22.6 28.1 35.3 40.7 410 0.7

Export of Apparel Jan-Aug(Cumulative )

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 201212013
0
USS.Mn | US$.Mn | USS.Mn | USS.Mn | US$.Mn| US$.mMn | Change%
Total Exports 21649| 20889 1,989.3 2.673.0 | 2,553.5]  2,608.1 21
uUs 999.1 873.4 833.1 1,073.7 1,011.4 1,107.4 9.5
EU 1,037.0 1,077.4 985.8 1,354.0 1,268.4 1,199.2 -55
Other 128.8 138.1 170.4 245.3 273.7 301.6 10.2

Export of Apparel August 2013

[6®® 1§&® getpmaced ¢ D g».]
(85 @)swsmriiry pred plewsviiSBleh ewauddsiL Blersng]
[This annex is also placed in the Library.]

198



199 2013 @Fendad 23 200

B0 g0 830w 2 DN

(orenTfl@ SBIT Sewrpridss)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

OODOINEDROB, Bedd 8gfOm and; yidme e®wi.
Do OB B¢ 8@ VSO WOVEW® §O Dt SWE HOEO®
DOVEH O Fddd 0O Beamde? dow® SR
@000 5B Eor Beamae?

O EBEOBT witsr gedDERD Dwmo

(omevsrLyLll@ svgagLossr wriiLm HGLisuigesr)

(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena)

B S0 Beadmd. o 8D ©° 08 eFamed
ewsy 20 Bedm.

®C g0 Sesznwm Owmo

(orenryll@ BT Slevrpridss)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

@O0 DONEW™ROB, 00 HOBned BEnessy
gawd 88 meg Dwr ¢O» ¢ J Ovo 88®ien SO
O IR Penow Bws OB, w8, ORBIODE ©3sY
?®cue OO aBB80 Bgey garment factory o= e
@@, Do ¢OC VY v¥meld quided svg mel, GSP
Plus @¢g wowme ¢88 80 Bw m0¢00 O m»E@iIn
D DFDeon @i NB SO ovfn Ve Do
O Bwo. & DEQTHRED @ 8100w Oum
EdD 00 »O 0Edm ®Og u1B BT B O
D, OB, O B8@0OW ©BOW SHDTR @08 Do (OB
C¢ D8I @EDE dBw ¢88 g 83 8BEAcO an®ied
2@s0rewsy e Bedwy DR BEedg nOw?

O CBEOBT witsr gedDEAD Dwmo

(omevorLLll@ svgagLossr wriiLm GLisuigesr)

(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena)

882em 0¥y O B»E@IBTHREDN Duriyy yodw. &
Ded oun Bedmd. o OIEnE, 0® G oE® Wednwd
¢ Qv ®O® ge® Bedmrydr. G &mYPDE yEm W »YL.
2 @¢ ©ONC FHOEO WEST BRI BOFD enB WBIB
M8 0D Bedstesd 88mEm ®OYRDE ¢SOEm Bwd.
a5t 3® #oE® »E@IHREDS DD O g8 D®
280 @2@m @08 BoEE® Bwd oxtmn. Im Bwd osis
28 »O povE gNOOHW WOBr. O PO @B, sy
C O B ®EDTm@E 88 omdd evny Bedmbdl. &
Bwstesy subcontract m0m ®ESwsTm@Es. SO 4D
DIFOeE 85301 DO 88 HEH OB, @DHO nFFDed
@D BB & BB, OO wE gy I 8Eacd
@10, el 88 B® @ewwm OB BO, T DI®
@wO HFFOBO v »OT» a8 Hwo OB, @@ O O
eDewd ocon g8l @wd® @ofec BBwENcdD ©ndE
Bedmrdr. 3@ »EITTH0EDE 0D ememny OBIHD
20 B YeE BOCEE® 00dE8 o 5. & amnd »O8
»Ogn WOstes’. & Bw A Bwy DESBTH@REO o
DETH@EO®O On Jood o, J gwed s3mEnm
oy ww J dome BEAe ydmrwms el

®C g0 Besznwm Owmo

(omevsT Ll @ SImIT SlewTHTUWIEHS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

IR BwumrDs WEITH@EOS Do ¢ Bed ©©
edOmesIO @88 Bo D198 vy 280 wdm 08 aw WO
OBO wewy POedie w80 »HOB de dwo ¢Osfeny
B 5T VIYo,- [P BBOF] Do ¢®e® HuwdBw

8c0e002 RnOYEed 98ISR » Buc) Bwmdsr on.
DY gemEmG BEW Wedd) Becms WmOm OFnE
godned Bedm enmems -garment factory oOms
e0ed8- DnBIOGE yedaed nOn punmems Dt ¢O
Bed an® o0, edomursied 80 widm adfcE ©ww
gemRs 0% BEe a88 mo&.

RIN@O O covdme adas O BEB83»
B ®OVE BT @I HOOLT.

DOBNWBDR s

(FUTBTWLST Sjsuideir)

(Mr. Speaker)

3RO YAEDD GHBID). NS EH O,

B )0 8e358% O™

(oressTyll@ SmIT HeVTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

37 BBB3w B WEDTHREDOT o Bwr, 90O
Sy Dy (o.

©0 CBEOBY Wiz gedDEDD s

(omessTyifl@ svgagosst wrtium SGusuiger)

(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena)

60 Bedn) BuE® »ETm@E Dvy 90 ®0 ¢nd
@Iy AW BROB DOVE G FVsIH A WS
DOWE @88 g@iverw 0 FOBRSens’. BOI om
wOert Bwo 888 §en 8200 BEAeD ©0 cd¥nd ecim
godsy. BOI om wdery Swo ©88 eonden ©@o®n
88RO c¥nd e¢rimy ®O dwr.

®C 30 Besnwz OWmo

(oressTyfl@ SmIT SeVTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

D08 DEDTH@EDD g wowddmen enENed,
RIROBIEB.

2053062 O

(FUTBTLIST HjouiTdeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

BENTO aoed gnd ydme gusinm.

O EBEOBT watso gedDEAD Dumo

(oressrLyfl@ svgagiosst wriium HCueuiger)

(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena)

©0 OBIEROB, I BEdnd S ecmrdr »HO 88 I
O AETO.

OO g0 8232625 OWmo

(oressTyfl@ SmIT HewTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

DROE DEDTHREOD ¢Es GeWIdmWR) eOHED
$0wedEs OEREe NBCE ddve #@Bn® wder Bedm
@m00. ¢5¥ Bedries’ Ran& wdes.

©6 CHEOBY Wi gedDEDL Onmo

(orevorLfl@ svgagiossr wriium GLeuigesr)

(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena)

S 2998 I #@BOwWwens’ gusIm. @hg ®OVE
288 @®500@w WS FOBOIWERsS GHBID. GEBGILED
PHNCed Bw 838 D Beamd. @y & »E®usine
3878 005 4@ rN50.RWO.



201 3085Be®snd 202

NGB DD O

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

owed, Sgv and ydm @ guis.

®C g0 Besznwm Owmo

(omevsr i@ SimIT SlewTHTWIEHS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

Ood nton and YEH® 0B, OO WDNEHHOSB,
0@ YBEHWBO DO @D D& edmy sOCEEOEHE
BOed. =T .

®ed nsIdm end y@dmw Oxles’, ¢l ® wBend
BOITY owd Bedimd oim,- [ BIOA] oo
DONEDHROB, ©0m O®ens’ gm OO vy
DICwmBE. 0O SHFHOOEO Y@ O BPewn, O
Bedem eem 50D CAD el edmd Buco.

O EBEOBT witsr gedDEID Dwmo

(omevsrLLll@ svgagLosst wriitm GLisuigesr)

(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena)

SO IO e¢I A I® gog . WO DB
yadmen gusis.

@G g0 Sesznwm Owmo

(orenryfl@ SBIT Slewrpridss)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

BFBHIDEO BesIs) yOdsy 5H® VIR0 EEed®sInDO
BosIs 8 a&?

DOIBNWB DR Do

(FuTBTWST Sj6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

IO 00»® gdmed gusim G 0® ydm»eO gog
&[ﬂ G

8806 ¥ ¥y EEHHB 6 ARRTH ¢DimsreRw
wOer B Gwend : 97 WE @8
HOPTL, YGILILE555585 Fobd) SenwdFler &Lpmet
BIMI6UEsTRIGST | M mlul LievwTlssir
INSTITUTIONS UNDER MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND
RENEWABLE ENERGY : SERVICES RENDERED

3858/°13
14. ©6; B Beddn® nIdae
(oreryfl@ (S Hwd) wfwrest alGmallsalr)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama)
88wd v gEEHBe COBDE GBS &gy
y&dme - (2):

(@) 2005 08ved 80 0® ¢30s § moE B0 ne,

(1) o» woFeem ocdnedsind O8sY
B ®m OBy ¢ D@85,

(i) ®s® ©8d alwiBw OB 99 Wo» ¢
©eddo;

(i) @2 ©8ewc guoven Q8w OB W
©eddo;

(iv) oBm O wo OB emncen ¢S O8sT
o Bso@aE®;

(V) ®rés o 08 gmmnsen sdodses Gawmmw
OBsY 9 WE DNy ey,

el i D88O, 005 05T Daews’ On®s
©®® w¥IOD ¢IOeBIB?

(q0) o0 ded5®, & 53e?

HFOOTLD, YHUNGE555E5 FhFl YemwdsFamrds Casl L
aflerm:
(o) 200590 e PH6L @)6TmI sueHTUNVTET HT6VLI
uggluileisi,
(i)  sueor LTGISTLILS B6W 6551535611 60T 6D
B®L_(LPsHMLILI(HSSLILIL L
BlEPFASHN L Bise;

(i) wHSSw &HOTLY yFBlETrFmLUllaTT Blewm
Geupmiiu L uessflssr,

(i)  SLeVFTT FHOTLOL UTHSTLLY SlSTrFemL
ullesTrev yHOLILIL L LisssflgsiT;

(iv) GCadlw @ISIITHHED, DY LITEHIBISET HBBTT
FeoLulleorred  GumelsTsiteriL’ L BLougd
MBHE6T,

(V)  Qsdlesrssev, LTenThIGsT SrTiiidFsd] Blmieu
STSBTT6L DML L Lods6T CFemeudseir;

UBLTHS Falullsd GeusuGounrs wremeu 6TETLINS

Ui @) dFFewLd@ mlalliiuryr?

(24) @)STCmeL, ereir?
asked the Minister of Environment and Renewable
Energy:

(a)  Will he inform this House separately, of the -

(i) programmes implemented by the Forest
Conservation Department;

(i) services rendered by the Central
Environmental Authority;
(iii) services rendered by the Marine

Environment Protection Authority;

(iv) measures taken by the National Gem and
Jewellery Authority; and

(v) services provided to the public by the Gem
and Jewellery Research Institute;

in each year during the period from the year 2005
to date?

(b) Ifnot, why?

o6 I.8. @a8c oyddwesin Owm (88ss o
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(wrewryfl@g g, &AL LNCrwMWbHS - HOHDTLED,

USILILNE 55555 Fobd) SenDEFT)

(The Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha - Minister of
Environment and Renewable Energy)
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(<) @HTCmeb, eysir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

(M

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

separately, of the names of the persons and
institutions that have been supplying food
to the Sri Lanka Army, Air Force and the
Navy since the year 2009 up to now;

whether tenders were called when selecting
the  above-mentioned  persons  or
institutions;

if so, of the names of the persons or
institutions that submitted tenders for the
above-mentioned purpose;

of the bids submitted by each of those
persons or institutions; and

of the bids submitted by the persons or
institutions that were selected?

If not, why?

@G BOF 88w ¢ BEDr Owmo
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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@) Gs1Cme, srein?

asked the Minister of External Affairs:
(a)  Will he state -

() the number of foreign monitoring trips that
the Monitoring Member of Parliament
(MMP) of External Affairs has taken
during the time he was appointed to the
said post; and

(i) whether he is the de facto Minister or
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs?

(b) Will he also state in respect of the aforesaid
foreign trips of the MP referred to in (a)(i) on per
trip basis -

(1) the costs of airfare;

(ii) the costs of hotel accommodation, internal
travel and entertainment expenditure;

(iii) the payments made by the Sri Lankan
Embassies abroad to meet the costs of the
MMP; and

(iv) the benefits that the Ministry of External
Affairs derived?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

®©S (Obw) 8.83.88:8 @wm (Beda »Ogn

<10M=55-100) ]

(wrewryfl@g  (Currdflwi) of.etev. 1Ffeiv - GeueflBri L

WIUVHET [eWLOFFIT)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris - Minister of External Affairs)

Hon. Speaker, this Question has been asked on a
wrong premise. The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena
has not undertaken any overseas visits on behalf of the
Ministry of External Affairs. The Ministry of External
Affairs has not incurred any expenditure whatsoever on
account of overseas visits by the Hon. Sajin De Vass
Gunawardena. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, none of the
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matters referred to in Question No. 4 (b) by the Hon.
Member - airfare, hotel accommodation, internal travel
and entertainment payments made by the Ministry - arise
because no expenses for any of those reasons have been
incurred by the Ministry of External Affairs.

MO 08 S BNGBZ DWDo

(omevsrL i@ rall &mHesTTHTILds)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Minister, my first Question to you was, the
number of foreign monitoring trips that the Monitoring
Member of Parliament has undertaken. So, now you say
that that particular Member is the Hon. Sajin De Vass
Gunawardena. Is that correct? I did not ask about the
Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena. You are the one who
is saying so.

@G (Babw) 8. 9. 88 ®wmo

(orevsryfl@ (Currdfwi) &f .etev. LFMav)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

I understood the Question. Obviously it was referred
to -

®G 08 S BNGBE D0

(orenTfl@ rall &HenTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I asked only a direct Question with regard to what is in
the newspapers and what is reflected from the Ministry of
External Affairs. Now, you have put a name to what I
guessed. So, are you saying that there were no
expenditure incurred by the Government on him?

@G (On&w) 8. o3, 88 ®wmo

(wrewrflg (Currdflwi) of .etev. 1FMe)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Hon. Member, I can answer on behalf of the Ministry
of which I am in charge. That is the purview within
which I can accept responsibility to Parliament. So, as far
as my Ministry is concerned, no expenditure has been
incurred. If expenses have been incurred by my Ministry,
then, it is my responsibility to reveal those particulars to
Parliament. But, I am telling you categorically that no
expenses, whatsoever, have been incurred by the Ministry
of External Affairs. That is the fact of the matter.

O 68 O3B D0

(orenTfl@ rall &mHenTTHTLSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I am so happy to see that you as the Minister of
External Affairs are in full control of the Ministry of
External Affairs, but that is not reflected from the
Ministry. So, I am only trying to tell you that there must
be a very strong foreign policy, because lack of such a
foreign policy is the problem in the country today.
Vacillation, convolution and the lack of consistency have
led the country to anarchy. I am sorry to say that today
the country has been made to look a - [Interruption.] My
second Supplementary Question is this.

@0 (09908 k) 8. 5. BeS ®wmo

(wressryfl@ (Currdifwi) of.etsv. Fiflsrv)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

These are pronouncements; these are not questions.
These are pronouncements which we do not accept for
one moment; these are not questions at all. This is
Question Time. This is not a time to pass such -

DHOBNBDR s

(FUTBTWST Sjsuigeir)

(Mr. Speaker)

omdews’ yamw gusis, 8ERO gqoed.

®C 08 S €05NB% VDm0

(oressTyfl@ rafl SmesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

As much we are made to listen to what you say all the
time, please listen to the question that I am posing to you.

@G (Bnbw) 8. o9, 88 ®wmo
(wrevryfl@ (Currdflwir) of.etev. Filsrv)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Sure; what is the question?

MG 08 S EBNGBZ DWVDo

(oresrfl@ rall SmenTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I was trying to tell you that I am so happy that you are
in full control of the Ministry of External Affairs. But,
that is not reflected from the personnel in the Ministry of
External Affairs. With all that, there is no consistent
foreign policy also. There is vacillation, convolution and
also, there is lack of consistency.

(OISR LIEYSTSI0N

(FUTBTUSGT Sjsuideir)

(Mr. Speaker)

5OxYed @5 ymn ®OsTesy B0 Y& gwsIm.

MO 68 S BNGB% DV

(oresstyfl@ rafl SmesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Om 0220ed8 ©d WOILNEHROA. OO Onww 928wy
WOTesY oy ©® Ded @0 WICHD 1 OO ¢¢f
OB wesdesy. Our country is going through turbulent
times. In this turbulent time, you have got to carry the -

@6 gFod &.90.08. qeddl dwmo
(orevrL)fl@ DLADTED 67.6Td.6TLD. By6TV6UT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

(OISR LIEYSTSI0N

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHe6iT)

(Mr. Speaker)

©0 @808 ©53Fn®s point of Order dm2 w0,

@06 gFod &.90.08. qeddl dwmo

(orerLfl@ SVADTED 67.6Td.6TLD. By6Tv6UT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to ask about the propriety
of raising a question of this nature in the House by an
Hon. Member. - [Interruption.] Wait, wait.
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Since the name of a Member has been mentioned, it
refers to the conduct of a Member of this House.
Therefore, he cannot ask a Question like this unless he
moves a substantive Motion.

DN B DO

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHeiT)

(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Hon. Speaker, the Member can express his own view
but he cannot express the views of officials in the
Ministry, who have not been named. He is speaking for -

[Interruption.] Sir, 1 strongly -[Interruption.] oo
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(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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DHOIZNWGD Do
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(Mr. Speaker)

&Y OB ¢RcL YEHW GBI,

®C 68 SN BZ D0

(orenrfl@ rafl &mHenTTHTLSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

S DOTNEDBOE, DIN® ded BwemDr »H® &
RO and; yEme v, Hon. Minister, in the next
20 days we will have the CHOGM. As the UNP, we are
happy that the country has got this opportunity. There are
54 Heads of State that need to come. Today, Kenya has
said that they want the African countries to boycott this
Meeting. According to your Ministry officials, up to now,
only 14 Heads of State have confirmed their coming to

Sri Lanka. Is this correct? How much of money have you
spent? You have been doing a lot of travelling in order to
make them come to the country. I hope it will be
successful.

DHOBNBDR s
(FUTBTWST Sjouiaeir)
(Mr. Speaker)
goe?

@G (BnEw) 8. &3, 888 ®wmo

(oressryfl@ (Burrdifwi) of.etsv. Fiflerv)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Hon. Speaker, there is no truth in the reference that
was made to Kenya. We have checked that position.
There is no decision by the Government of Kenya not to
attend the Meeting in Sri Lanka. That is absolutely
incorrect.

D530 WB 2O
(FUTBTWST Sj6uTdH6iT)
(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(Mr. Speaker)

2D, BB &0 9OIB.

BB 8esc yeda Swins 2012 : yBdc
FLL & Sl g emwgls uf sma 2012 :
QumIGUmys6iT
LAW ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 2012 : RESULTS
3445/°13

6. o0 ey gOSH® Bvm - (O Bedws gFHBIGD

®wm @OmDO)

(orewr il  Ceamrett  SjwrgImIs - TG  Hlevew
O|SSBTWSS FTTLITS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga on behalf of the Hon. Tissa
Attanayake)
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asked the Minister of Justice:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether a list of names of the candidates
who sat for the Law Entrance Examination
in the year 2012 will be submitted; and

(i) whether a list of the names of those who
passed the aforesaid examination along with
the marks obtained by each candidate
separately, according to the medium in
which they sat for the examination will be
submitted?

(iii)) Will he state whether instructions will be
given to the Commissioner of Examinations
to carry out a re-scrutiny of the results of the
aforesaid examination due to the fact that
numerous allegations and concerns are
being raised in regard to the passes and
failures among the candidates who sat for
the aforesaid examination?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of Justice)
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asked the Minster of Livestock and Rural Community

Development:
Will he state -

(@)
)

(i)
(iif)

(b)

(M)

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)
)
(vi)

©
(M

(i)
(iif)

(d)

whether tenders were called by the Milco
Company to sell an amount of more than
450 tons of milk powder worth more than
27 crores of rupees;

if so, the date on which it was done; and

the reasons for the decision to issue the
aforesaid milk powder to an outside seller
without being issued to the market?

Will he inform this House -

whether Hydrogen Peroxide can be used in
the manufacture of milk powder according
to the standards of the World Health
Organisation;

whether Hydrogen Peroxide is mixed in the
aforesaid stock of milk powder;

whether the quantity of Hydrogen Peroxide
contained in it has been tested;

if so, that amount ;

whether the aforesaid amount of Hydrogen
Peroxide is  suitable for  human
consumption; and

whether it is accepted that the aforesaid
stock of milk powder may be sold among
people in indirect ways?

Will he also state -

whether the sale of the aforesaid stock of
milk powder will not have an impact on the
milk powder produce of the Milco
Company;

the cost of production of the above-
mentioned quantity of milk powder; and

the steps taken to obtain a higher
manufacturing capacity in the manufacture
of additional milk powder instead of the
aforesaid stock of milk powder which is
being sold?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Lands and Land Development:
(a)  Will he state -

(i) whether a list of names of the owners of
lands which are acquired from the Kesbewa
area for the Weres Ganga Rain Water
Drainage and Environment Development
Project will be presented;

(i) the extent of lands which is expected to be
acquired from the aforesaid persons; and

(iif) the action that will be taken in relation to
the agricultural crops which have been
cultivated in the aforesaid lands?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Water Supply and Drainage:

(a)  Will he state -
(i) the objective of the water and sanitation
project that is being operated within the
Jaffna Peninsula;
(i) the time within which the aforesaid project is
expected to be completed,
(i) the number of consumers that receive the
benefits under the aforesaid project;
(iv) the estimated expenditure for that project;
(v) the amount of money spent for the aforesaid
project by now; and
(vi) the institutions by which the aforesaid
expenditure is borne?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Finance and Planning for report.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris - Minister of External Affairs)

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Prime Minister and
Minister of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, I move,

"That this Parliament resolves, under Section 97(1)(a) of the Inland

Revenue Act, No.10 of 2006, that the Convention between the
Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and
the Government of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg for the
Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion
with respect to Taxes on Income and on Capital signed on 31st
January, 2013, which was presented on 08.10.2013 be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"
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This is the stuff of modern politics and modern
economics. You cannot turn your back on that, and I
know that you do not want to turn your back on that, Hon.
Kabir Hashim. Get wise; get into this modern world. 1
think you have been having too much of internal conflict
within your party, too much of petty bickering and you
are trying to bring that into the national arena also. Please
do not bring your psychological dispositions into the
national and international political arenas. Please restrict
it to your small party. That is our request.
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(The Hon. H.R. Mithrapala )

He has taken a decision to cross over.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
I think so. Then, he might have a givisuma with us.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Well done, well done!
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

We are ever ready to have a givisuma with you.
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Beadmer. What is the percentage of votes you got in the
Northern Province? Please tell me.
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Not a single seat. - [Interruption.]
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Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Navin Dissanayake please. You have got 13
minutes.
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(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake - Minister of Public
Management Reforms)

Sir, I have got 15 minutes.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Minister, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Then, the Hon. J.R.P. Sooriyapperuma, please. You
have 13 minutes.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekara, you have nine
minutes.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Hunais Farook, you have nine minutes.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.
Before he starts his speech, will an Hon. Member propose
the Hon. Janaka Bandara to take the Chair?

@0 (B8 w) 8. 9. 88 ®wmo

(wrewr @ (Currdflwir) of.etev. 1Filsr)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

I propose that the Hon. Janaka Bandara do now take
the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES /left
the Chair, and THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Mr. Presiding Member, I am happy to contribute to
this Debate and add something on the investments that are
being brought into Sri Lanka as well as on the
Regulations under the Merchant Shipping Act, which are
being taken up today.

Firstly, let me mention about the investment
agreements that are there, saying that they are a step in
the right direction. But, I guess the focus must be more on
countries that can really trade with us rather than adding
numbers to the game. Belarus is a country that is basically
good to have connections with, but what is the trading we
can do with one another? To keep on adding such
countries is appreciative and I think that should be
mentioned here. Otherwise, you would think that the
Opposition is mentioning it just for the sake of doing so.

I would appreciate if the Ministry of External Affairs
would ensure that we have more commercialization of the
foreign policy. Look at India, which is staring at us. You
have the CEPA, which is being spoken of. Every time the
Minister of External Affairs of India comes here, his pet
poodle is the status of the Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement. It has moved from a free-trade
agreement to an enhanced free-trade and then on to the
CEPA. India is knocking at our door and it is up to Sri
Lanka to say "yes" or "no" at this particular moment. We
must realize that little Sri Lanka is certainly at a
geographically well-located place, but taking on India, I
guess, is asinine. India can do without us, but can we do
without India? That is the stark reality. I guess that is the
foreign policy that has got to be adopted, where it must be
able to meet up with the domestic requirement.

Sri Lanka is having a production base and it is far too
greater than the domestic requirement. So, when there is a
surplus capacity, we must create a market around us and
the market that can be created around us is the world at
large, but more so, with the closer trading partners. We
have India and then the extended versions of such closer
partners - the SAARC, the BIMSTEC or the ASEAN -
and that is the way to go forward. So, while all these
investment agreements are certainly laudable and
appreciative, we must ensure that India is made our
closest trading partner. That is where we call upon you to
explain what the situation is with regard to the CEPA. For
the last three or four years, it has been a no-go situation or
a sand-in-the-gears approach. So, that is where we call
upon the Government to ensure that it sees the wood for
the trees. There is no point in signing one hundred
agreements worldwide, under which you would not do
trading worth even one hundred dollars a year, against
what is potentially possible with India, which we have
ignored or have kept aside trying to play India versus

China. At the end of the day or in the long run, it is we
who would get affected. So, I guess it is necessary that
we get a responsible answer on this area. We could
basically see that tremendous progress can be made if the
CEPA is used with the Chambers of Commerce
positively contributing in the process. There is certainly a
great fear, but it would realize if you walk blindly into the
situation.

After the CEPA, you can also see a lot of noise being
made about the Free Trade Agreement with China. China
is a massive trading country and it is more inbound than
outbound. Just after the visit of the President to China, I
guess you accompanied him, Hon. Minister, you
suddenly come back and say, “We have a Free Trade
Agreement with China”. If you have free trade
agreements of this nature, like plucking fruits from a tree;
then there is something radically wrong with the policy of
our Ministry of External Affairs. I do not think that that is
what is required because the manufacturers in this
country are having an uneven playing field. The
manufacturers in Sri Lanka are of the best quality.
Unfortunately, they have got to compete with other
countries in the region where the prices are absolutely
low. Our rupee is unrealistically high and our cost of
infrastructure - electricity, water, roads that are being
used as well as the fuel used for the entire system - is one
of the highest in the world. So, when the input costs are
high and the rupee is overvalued, you would obviously
make our production much more uncompetitive against
what would come from our region. This is where a huge
burden is placed on the Sri Lankan exporter.

If you look at India, the Indian Rupee was roughly
around 48 against the dollar just about six or seven
months ago, but today it is almost at 60. So, it is a
devaluation of almost 22 per cent. Now, where is the Sri
Lanka Rupee? It should have been devalued by about 30
or 40 per cent, but is artificially kept at a particular point
to show that devaluation has taken place only by about 4
or 5 per cent. So, if you look at the devaluation per se
relatively between India and Sri Lanka, the devaluation
alone has helped the Indian exporter. Considering the
magnitude and the critical mass that is there in India, you
are basically putting our exporters totally out of the
picture. So, this is the macro picture that has got to be
looked at by the planners of our country. I do not think, at
this particular moment, there is proper planning; it is a
knee-jerk reaction that is made. That is why it is reflected
in the balance of payments. Today, you would see in the
balance of payments a yawning gap, ever expanding
owing to the fact that the exports are declining and the
imports are increasing and as a result, having a direct
impact on the trade balance. When the trade balance has
an impact, it obviously has an overall impact on the
balance of payments.

Now, in the service industry, we are certainly making
progress in the country as well as in sending our labour
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out of the country and that is the only area which has a
salvaging effect at the moment. But still, that is not
sufficient to cover the gap in the balance of payments. So,
Hon. Minister, I am sure you have a big, contributory role
to play and I guess it is necessary to ensure that we have a
more robust investment drive taking place, protecting the
domestic industry and the exporters' rights. Just saying,
"We have this number of investment agreements" as you
have reflected today - you have one with Luxembourg;
you have one with Palestine; you have one with
Seychelles and you have one with Belarus - would not be
enough. But, are all these countries exporting at this
particular moment? Luxembourg, yes, certainly; yes,
Belarus is in operation. In any case, Luxembourg was
covered very handsomely with the pre-agreements that
were there during the period 2001 to 2002. The other
counties are nice to add on to have relations, but not in
export terms. So, Hon. Minister, at this particular
moment, all I want to say is that we have got to move in
the correct direction.

Touching on the areas of the Free Trade Agreement
with China, this is something which needs to be handled
very cautiously. It is certainly a boiling pot our
manufacturers are in, fighting against it, but are unable to
compete within the SAARC region. Imagine, when we
open the floodgates into China, where you have such a lot
of cheap production going on and you are able to send
that in, you will basically demolish the production base of
Sri Lanka. I was at a function and I was able to mention
this to His Excellency the President as well and I am sure,
with the knowledge of the Chambers and with other
decision makers, he would put it right. But, at this
particular moment what I would worry about is that a free
trade agreement would mean an inflow from China and an
outflow from Colombo. What is the outflow that we can
send to China? Garments were being mentioned. I mean it
is ludicrous to even think that we are able to send
garments to China when it is infested with that trade.
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and Myanmar - which is a
threat to the entire region - as well as Thailand, from an
upper market point of view, are going into China. There is
no special relationship, which basically says, “Okay any
item that comes from Sri Lanka will be bought for
nothing". No, it is done on market conditions.

Then, the other one you said was tea. I mean, China is
the biggest tea manufacturing country and on that basis
Sri Lanka can certainly send quality tea, for sure. But, it is
not the quantity, it is not the volume that is there, it is
both the overall value and quantity that have to be looked
at. So, being a former Minister of Trade, I feel just trading
garments and tea and opening the rest of the industry for
the items coming in - it was reflected by some of your
opinion makers or decision makers as almost 8,600 goods
- would certainly reflect that this is an area that needs to
be looked at with caution. So, I would just mention that
there is a necessity to look after our trade in a more
cautious manner.

Then, what I would like to add is this. Please ensure
that the Foreign Ministry and the Trade Ministry have a
more harmonious relationships with regard to these issues
and you are able to commercialize the relationships that
you have. Finally, foreign policy is commercializing that
decision into what is good for our country. I guess that
the Ministry of Investment Promotion is doing certain
things in the right direction at the moment and I am sure,
you, with your knowledge, must be able to do much more
than that. But, I guess with your preoccupation with other
matters the emphasis that needs to be paid on the
commercialization process of the Foreign Ministry may
lack. So, ensure that you have competent people that
commercialize this and ensure that benefit accrues to the
country. At this particular moment, being a manufacturer
vibrantly involved in the trade activities of Sri Lanka and
being a Member of the Opposition, we see these
difficulties. Since I have been able to speak to some of
your Ministers, I have personally managed to to ensure
that we close the doors on certain wrong items that are
coming from India and Bangladesh into Sri Lanka and
open the doors for items which are right, but that is not
sufficient enough. When the potential is far greater, we
are only at the tip of the iceberg in these types of issues.
After all, this is our national economy. It is not a blue
colourized economy or a red colourized economy or a
green colourized economy; it is the national economy we
are talking of and we need to have practical people
handling this.

I was particularly intrigued to see the Hon. Champika
Ranawaka referring to the Sampur Coal Power Plant
Agreement. After a Cabinet reshuffle and the knowledge
he had prior to being removed from the Ministry, he did
express that the Sampur Agreement is certainly
detrimental to Sri Lanka. Reading through the final lines,
I find it is more or less a diplomatic operation that is
going on. Satisfying India at the financial expense of Sri
Lanka is what the Minister surmised in his roundup at a
press conference. He mentioned that the loss could be as
much as Rs. 6 to 14 billion. This is not a figure that I
plucked out from the sky. It is the Hon. Champika
Ranawaka, a responsible Minister, having prior
knowledge and being the former Minister, who said this.
He mentioned that this can be the impact on the country -
the loss is Rs. 6 to 14 billion. If you take the average of
this, it is much more than what you are spending on the
Samurdhi movement today. Only Rs. 9.6 billion is being
spent on Samurdhi. This operational loss that could take
place will be a humongous loss. So, I feel that there is a
necessity to pay attention to what this Hon. Minister has
stated.

Going on further, obviously it is necessary to ensure
that investments come into the country so that growth
will take place in a robust manner. However, we have to
ensure that quality investments come in. In the recent
past, it has been very difficult to get investors to come
into the country. A lack of investments coming in the



291 2013 @Fendad 23 292

right direction has made the country to go into
investments taking shorter directed approaches. That is
why you have suddenly gone into casino-related
investment development. The country is certainly jerked
because of this issue at this particular moment. The Maha
Nayaka Swaminwahansas on one side, the religious
dignitaries such as the Archbishop and the Muslim and
the Hindu religious prelates on the other, have certainly
expressed their concern by saying that this is not the
investment required for the country. Taking a short cut to
investment drive at the expense of long term interests of
the country is certainly what is being played around. I
support that view whole-heartedly.

There is no necessity to say that there was an attempt
for casinos to be brought in during the time of the UNP
and as a result this is happening now. If that is the case,
you all have all the powers, why have you not stopped it?
There is no legalized casino operation licence that is
being given. I was pretty surprised to hear the word
"casino" that was being downplayed or being doused by
the Ministers up to now, suddenly appear in the
newspapers. The “Ceylon Today” newspaper carries a
news item under the heading; “New Casino Bill in House
before Budget 2014”. The Government has not withdrawn
the Casino Bill, says one Member of the Government and
another Member says that they are going to introduce the
Casino Bill in a different form.

I am interested to know - I may seem mischievous on
this particular subject - about the investments that are
being brought in. Today, two of the biggest projects: one
from Rank Holdings and the other from John Keells are
both casino-driven. The Government pursues to say that
there is no casino licence being given. Hon. Minister, is it
for us to believe that you have a huge investor with US
Dollars 400 million coming from Australia or US Dollars
500 million coming from some part of the world into John
Keells operation and those guys will say that we have
built a place and a casino is not there? They say that their
main objective is a casino. If they do not have a casino
licence, how are they going to operate? as &-wve
0200057 Bumdr Ded, 0® emFecs #8EE o®ed ¢
eadc ouwsing? & wdaxVewsy 8 ¢ ozl gdnnd
@@ D¢ WOBIesT Bwo.

Today, the “Daily Mirror” newspaper states, “Govt. to
Amend Casino Bill". This has been said by the Hon.
Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena and it is the very
Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena who says that there is no
casino licence being given. Then, what is this Casino Bill
that is coming in which is related to these two mega
investors that are coming in? I only mention this in
passing because of the fact that today we are talking of
the investment drive. I would like to tell the Government
to be more serious and consistent in their approach. If
they are defending an issue, defend it properly. If they are
attacking an issue, attack it properly. Do not run with the
hare and hunt with the hound and at the end of the day

take a vexed, nebulous approach. That is what is being
done today. So, Hon. Minister, all we can basically say is,
that is the difficulty that you all have. Owing to the lack
of consistency, owing to the lack of coherency and owing
to the lack of deep-rooted macro planning, you have a
knee-jerk reaction that is taking place. Today, that is the
reason why foreign investors are not coming into the
country. A classic example is the Al Futtaim Group in
Dubai. During the war - hats off to the Government for
being able to get investors of that nature - they came into
the country taking the risk. They invested almost Rs. 4.5
billion when the war was on. But, what happened? In the
first Budget that was introduced by the President in 2009
- for the year 2010 - there was a reduction in duty for
small cars.

Then, what happened was, within two months, the
balance of payment was so grave that they basically
reduced the duty and later increased it dramatically.
Thereafter what happened was, companies that invested
here said that this was like a banana republic. The
President who is also the Minister of Finance comes to
Parliament and states in the Budget Speech, “This is the
way forward”. Then, the very person who said, “This is
the way forward”, in two months' time says, “I am sorry,
that direction is wrong”. So, if the person who is at the
helm is saying so, there is obviously a problem. So, these
are the matters that need to be corrected. These are the
matters that need to be reflected and remedial action must
be taken on these.

Now, I do not want to deal any further on that area; I
would like to talk about the shipping industry. I guess
shipping is a very important industry that we can touch
upon. The industry that is there before us is staring at an
opportunity that we are losing. We are losing for the
reason that we are becoming uncompetitive. Proliferation
of ports or increasing the number of ports in Sri Lanka
does not necessarily develop the shipping industry. We
had a golden opportunity when my political Guru, the
late Hon. Lalith Athulath Mudali became the Minister of
Trade and Shipping in 1979. During his period he did a
revolutionary change in the shipping industry in Sri
Lanka. What did he do? He looked at the geographically
well-located position of Sri Lanka to ensure that we try to
maximize the benefits that we can accrue out of the
shipping industry. That was the reason why he basically
looked at the first thing that was there: commercializing
the Sri Lankan opportunity. The flag of opportunity or
the flag of convenience - as they call it - is the first thing
that should be done. The Regulations that you have
moved today on the Merchant Shipping Act does ensure
that you have got to pursue this type of area. Countries
like Panama and Liberia have maximized the
opportunities in this area. So, on that particular basis, 1
would like you to ensure that you make use of the
opportunity that is staring at us. Open the doors to ensure
more such investors come in because Sri Lanka is
accepted in the world as a shipping hub. Also, an
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opportunity does exist because of the peaceful
environment in the country. If the Ministers in charge of
shipping were in the House today, I guess it would have
been more contributory. But, today the Ministers do not
know what is going on. There is a remote control that is
operated from one or two places and the Ministers have
only become rubber stamps in operation. It is necessary to
have a strategically-thinking team. People like you,
instead of sitting here, should be in a Ministry, Hon. Sir.
These are the problems that are there. You have square
pegs in round holes and you play around with the national
economy and today we have seen the resultant problem.
Of course, there is a mess-up in one area. It is the
national economy that you are playing around with.
Therefore, it is incumbent on me to mention that these are
the ways to take the economy forward. The flag of
convenience or the flag of opportunity - as was mentioned
- should be maximized. Those are the areas from which
little Sri Lanka can earn millions of dollars without even
putting a single cent in. You do not need to go after aid;
you do not need to go in an investment drive with a
begging ball. All you have got to do is to ensure that you
make use of the flag of convenience or the flag of
opportunity to get more shipping vessels to come in.
Likewise, we must also develop a merchant vessels
development team because when more merchant vessels
come into the country, it obviously necessitates more staff
to come on to those vessels.

When that happens, there will be an obvious
utilization of those ships and regional trading will take
place. The shipping industry will expand from that and
with that expansion, you will have inbound and outbound
shipping. The Government has done a right thing by
having entrepot trading. These are all contributory. We,
being an island nation, it is necessary for the shipping
industry to play a pivotal role. But, it does not play the
role that is expected. You have a Chairman in the Ports
Authority who is more interested in filling the sea rather
than running the port. He runs the ports on the basis that
even if vessels do not come, having a port is good
enough. These are the type of hideous transactions that
are taking place. So, all I want to state today is about the
merchant vessel development opportunity that is there
before us which is not being exploited. We must ensure
that we utilize this and maximize the opportunity.

The next one is the coastal shipping. We have many
ports starting from Colombo to Galle, from Galle to
Hambantota, from Hambantota to Oluvil, from Oluvil to
Trincomalee, from Trincomalee to Kankesanthurai -

GRow2006:8) IR0
(semevenwsTHRIGL 2 MILLNETT Sjeuider)
(The Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, please wind up now.

®G] 08 WO €DBNBZ DHmo

(oressryfl@ rafl HmewTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I will just take another two or three minutes. So, there
is a necessity to promote more coastal shipping because it
is cheaper and more versatile we can utilize the unutilized
capital intensive operation that has been put in place
today. You have investment-driven ports that are staring
and doing nothing. The Hambantota Port is the biggest
port idling in the world. Though you have the
Trincomalee Port which is a natural harbour, you do not
need to spend a single cent on it and it remains unutilized.
Then, you have added on the Oluvil Port also. All I want
to basically say is that coastal shipping is a good
opportunity.

Today, the Hon. Champika Ranawaka who is a
Minister in the Government and Udaya Gammanpila
have mentioned that instead of the five-hub concept,
country is turning to be a casino hub. The Government
quite rightly looked at knowledge-driven, ports-driven,
aviation, and computer-driven opportunities but those
were only words that were spoken. They are not
exploiting the real situation and now they are taking the
easy way, as | said, with casino operation and that is the
end of it.

I know time is a problem. So, I just only want to
mention one thing. Look at the sense of absurdity of the
Chairman of the Ports Authority. He thinks that we are
gullible and that we are idiots and that people’s tax
paying money can be used in the way he wants by filling
500 acres for the Colombo South Port Development
Project. There is no logic behind filling 500 acres and
trying to build an additional city there. You have the
same land available in my electorate, in the Colombo
North. There is a Himalayan type garbage dump in
Colombo North, staring before the port, which can easily
be used for fertilizer and that 30 or 40 acres of land can
be put into commercial use. These people do not get such
ideas because they cannot make money out of it. As a
result, they would prefer filling the seabed - 1 do not
know with what - and building a city there instead of
taking the garbage dump away and putting it into good
use. The Chairman, Sri Lanka Ports Authority says,
“Congestion at Hambantota Port: Vessels anchored in
outer harbour await bunkering”. Does he think that we
are a pack of idiots and that what he says is accepted as
gospel truth? The Port has been opened for almost 13
months and the commercial vehicles that are coming in is
the only thing acceptable. There are no gantry cranes;
there is no permanent staff but he is making a call that the
Hambantota Port must have its second phase of
development. You have already spent Rs. 68 billion while
having an amortization cost of Rs. 6 billion, and not
having a revenue of more than US Dollars 100,000. But,
he is trying to go for the second phase instead of
maximizing the existing port. Is he singing hosannas for
his dinner? These are matters that need to be mentioned
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because the Government Members do not have the
courage to mention these because if they do so, they will
probably be politically harassed. As a result, they turn
towards us to get this communicated. That does not
matter because we have got to play a national role. We
will certainly do it. We must reveal the bluff of these
people. The element of corruption in the Colombo Port
and in the Hambantota Port is making us uncompetitive.
You have Hong Kong on one side, Malaysia on the other;
you have Singapore on one side and Fujairah on the other
side. Then, you have Oman on one side -

8200618 OB @

(pewevewHTHIGLD 2 Ml ilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Ravi Karunanyake, you have already exceeded
your time. So, please wind up now.

G OB S €BNB% DD
(orenTfl@ rall &HewTTHTILdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Please give me one more minute.

Sir, you have Sri Lanka that is not able to provide
something which is competitively advantageous. On that
particular basis, we will lose the competitiveness in the
shipping industry. - [Interruption.] So, Hon. Presiding
Member, when there are Members here who do not
understand what is going on, who get up like a jack-in-the
-box and shouts, you must ensure in this House that they
are named. That is why he is not allowed to sit on that
Chair anymore. So, Sir, all I want to say is that these are
mentioned in good faith for the development of the
country to ensure that corruption is eliminated, and
competitiveness and value-addition is brought into the
system.

G200 OB @
(semevenwHTHRIGL 2 MILLNeTT Sjeuider)
(The Presiding Member)
Thank you very much.
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©0 @Gl .90.008. g0 Owmo
(omeisTLyfl@ DVaNTE 67.6T.6TLD. SsV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Sir, might I be permitted to preface my speech by
congratulating, on behalf of the whole House, the Hon.
Speaker who has chartered a new course of action and
today the Parliament is entering a new era in
technological advancement by displaying the proceedings
of this House in the digital screen outside, setting the
stage to go further to telecast the whole proceedings live
on television in the future.

Sir, I should also say this. The Hon. (Prof.) G.L.
Peiris deserves all plaudits for very cleverly chartering a
splendid course to lead and guide his able and versatile
band of men and women at the Foreign Ministry to make
Sri Lanka hold its head high as a proud nation and for
creating the environment to make Sri Lanka the "Wonder
of Asia" as envisaged by "Mahinda Chintana", which is
in my hand.

Sir, before proceeding further and speaking about the
four agreements that the Hon. Minister presented in this
House, I have to make clear certain misconceptions, and
aspersions which were cast across the Floor of this
House. I think there are certain Members in this House
who have made it a habit to make wild allegations against
highly- respected officials and bureaucrats of this
Government who are helping the Government in order to
sustain and develop our economy. They have no other job
in this House other than to, over and over again, mention
the name of the Dr. Priyath B. Wickrama, Chairman of
the Sri Lanka Ports Authority, then the name of Mr. Ajith
Nivard Cabraal, the Governor of the Central Bank and the
name of the Secretary to the Ministry of Finance, Dr. P.B.
Jayasundera. I think this particular Opposition Member
resembles a worm who wants to live happily in a pit of
mud and that is what is happening. Now, Sir, there are
certain people who wear a pair of trousers, a coat and a
tie and come here. I mean, we know of certain people
who have been taken before courts for violating exchange
control regulations and even their guarantors. ®ismd;
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What an utter untruth he and other Members of this
House have said from morning, deviating from the main
subject, about the Mattala Rajapaksa International
Airport. What a canard they were trying to make out in
this House. Sir, I want to tell you that I have here with me
the monthly statistics of MRIA, the Mattala Rajapaksa
International Airport for the year 2013 from March up to
September.

Now, Sir, under Flight Movements, the number of
international arrivals is 395 and the number of departures
is also 395. The total is 790. Then, the number of
domestic arrivals is 89 and the number of departures is
also 89. The total is 178. The total number of aircraft
movements is 968. The number of scheduled movements
is 772, the number of non-scheduled movements is 169
and the total number of movements of ML/SLAF is 27.

Then, look at passenger movements. See the record
made in such a short time from March 18" up to
September. The breakdown is given here. I will table* it
to be included in the Hansard.

I will give you only the total. The number of
international arrivals is 1,824 and the number of
departures is 10,180. The total is 12,004. Then, the
number of domestic arrivals is 8,072 and the number of
departures is 6,822. The total is 14,894. The grand total
number of arrivals is 9,869 and the grand total of the
number of departures is 17,002. Then, the grand total
including transfer is 26,898. Also, the number of transfer
passengers is 8,037. @eowmng®d od OIEneR,
BBeDewd Grs®wr Sci&ss gD wddn w@dnY
Dnsieded wons yesiFwdwed wuwd edxmy ge OF
Bwo. Sir, you also came there. ®¢ Mattala Airport ©=mo
08sY 1250¢ey @8 B8Swo. Their transit was at the
Mattala Airport and their next destination maybe
Malaysia or Maldives.

* galmmeed D .
* prefleweViigBlel sweusBLILIL. (BITENS).
* Placed in the Library.

Sir, I would mention about the cargo movements also.
There are hives of activity. The cars are being unloaded
in the Mattala Airport and are being brought here. I must
place on record an appreciation in the House for the great
services rendered by Dr. Priyath B. Wickrama, the
Chairman of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority and also the
Vice-Chairman, Mr. Kamal Ratwatte of Mahawalatenne
fame. Now, these are the men who matter because they
make Sri Lanka economically viable and sound.

Then, Sir, I have the monthly statistics of the BIA for
the year 2013. I have no time to explain all but I will be
very brief. The number of international departures is
2,783,636. All the details about domestic arrivals are
also given. Then, the total number of transfers is
1,041,981 for that year. Sir, cargo movements is also like
that. The total number of exports is 90,445 and the
number of imports is 53,401. Mind you, during the
months up to September, the total number of cargo
movements was 143,846. I will table* this also.

Then, the details of aircraft movements are also here.
Sir, as [ said, Mr. Prasanna Wickramasuriya, the
Chairman of the Airport and Aviation Services Limited,
Mr. Kamal Ratwatte, Vice-Chairman and also Mr.
Priyath B. Wickrama, the Chairman of the Sri Lanka
Ports Authority are doing a great service. So, this takes
the lid off the canard they are spreading. The Hon.
Opposition Member like a "®& 8" from the
Mattakkuliya area comes and says all these things
everyday in this House. So, there must be a full stop put
to this. It is utter nonsense, Sir.

Now, Sir, I would only touch upon the agreement
between the Government of Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka and the Government of the State of
Palestine for the avoidance of double taxation and the
prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on
income. Now, what is Palestine?

Palestine is the land of our first Qiblah. Our first
Qiblah was in Jerusalem. It is called “Masjidul Agsa.”

Now, there is a danger, Sir. The Zionists are trying to
excavate and bring the down the Mosque. This Mosque is
the place from where the Holy Prophet ascended to
heaven. It is so holy to the entire Islamic world. This is
what the Holy Quran in the Chapter "Bani Isra-il" states, I
quote:

* galmmced nds .
* preoflewViigRle) e BLILIL (HEITENS).
* Placed in the Library.
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Bani Isra-il, or the Children of Israel s
or Al-lIsra. \ &:L“\U“ YAP
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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious,

Most Merciful. : 2

- A\ g ’\:Q' ’?)
1. Glory to (Allah) S %M

Who did take His Servant

W/
\

>
2N X
3 |

For a Journey by night™'®

O eyl bl s

From the Sacred Mosque™’ > 277 s w 27 V245 G 7 )20
To the Farthest l‘\‘:,osqusz"“g ; M‘Qﬁ% S,MG}J ng‘w
Whose precincts We di 3 (PR iAIVTN 2, /2.9 2 & 73
Bless.~in order that We =1 ¢ ..)}Nf' E{):U‘;d\u ‘\?.‘3,"3‘ LA‘;‘

Might show him some
Of Our Signs: for He

Do 22

Is the One Who heareth
And seeth (all things).”®

2166. The reference is to the Isra' for which see the Introduction to this Sara.

2167. Masjid is a place of prayer: here it refers to the Ka'ba at Makkah. It had not
yet been cleared of its idols and rededicated exclusively to the One True God. It was
symbolical of the new Message which was being given to mankind.

2168. The Farthest Mosque must refer to the site of the Temple of Solomon in
Jerusalem on the hill of Moriah, at or near which stands the Dome of the Rock. called
also the Mosque of Hadhrat “Umar. This and the Mosque known as the Farthest Mosque
(Masjid-ul-Agsa) were completed by the Amir ‘Abd-ul-Malik in A.H. 68. Farthest,
because it was the place of worship farthest west which was known to the Arabs in the
time of the holy Prophet: it was a sacred place to both Jews ands Christians. but the
Christians then had the upper hand. as it was included in the Byzantine (Roman) Empire.
which maintained a Patriarch at Jerusalem. The chief dates in connection with the Temple
are: it was finished by Solomon about B.C. i(0M4; destroyed by the Babylonians
under Nebuchadnezzar about 386 B.C.; rebuilt under Ezra and Nehemiah about 515 B.C.:
tumed into a heathen idol-temple by one of Alexander’s successors, Antiochus Epiphanes,
167 B.C,; restored by Herod. B.C. 17 to A.D. 29: and completely razed to the ground
by the Emperor Titus in A.D. 70. These ups and downs are among the greater Signs
m religious history.

2169. Allah’s knowledge comprehends all things, without any curtain of Time or any
separation of Space. He can therefore see and hear all things. and the AMiraj was a
reflection of this knowledge.

In this and the subsequent verses, the reference to Allah is generally in the first
person and plural. But in the first and the last clause of this verse it is in the third person
singular: “Glory to Allah, Who did take His Servant....”; “He is the One....". In each
of these two instances. the clause expresses the point of view of Allah’s creatures, who
glorify Him, and whose hearing and seeing are ordinarily so limited that they can do
nathing bur glorify Him when one of His creatures is raised up to hear and see the Signs.
It is they who glorify Him.
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There is a fine article in Tamil in the "Muslim

Murasu" today, which states, I quote:
" 9|V~ FOGTEW6US HHTHS B)eBrev Fal".
This is what is happening. The whole world is against

them. They have deprived all Palestinians of human
rights. Navaneetham Pillay comes to Sri Lanka saying

there is violation of human rights in Sri Lanka. Let her
go to Palestine. I told this in Parliament when she was in
this country. I said that if she writes a correct report by
visiting Palestine, she will receive the Nobel Peace Prize.

Now, Sir, what is happening? This newspaper
describes it in full and I have no time to read the whole
article.
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This is what the Zionists are doing. They are
producing pictures in order to dupe the whole world.
What is the United Nations doing? They must take action
on this.

Sir, when His Excellency the President was in the
Opposition, he brought a Motion in this House supporting
the Palestine cause. Who asked the Hon. Imtiaz Bakeer
Markar and me not to speak at that time? It was none
other than the Prime Minister at that time, the Hon. Ranil
Wickremasinghe. That is how he treated the people of
Palestine. Now, some of those Muslims in his rank, the
remnants, are crying for him.

"Qbss HewriuLgGemsts reFrriu®SSID BIGITil Lt
plapails @evGredlw Geusflaleusrrt Urdwenwdsr GLesf]
Sur@erer  HeVhgGICETaLTT. @bl  UNyFrr Lt
@evGredlw Qeuaflallousry ewwdsrGaGu (perGleTHldhas L
u@sleTmg."

Sir, anyway, now what are they asking?
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D& 36T

Sir, there are 54 countries in the OIC, Organization of
Islamic Countries. They can all get together.

GRoew 200618 I
(semevewLSTERIGL 2 MIINesTT SjeuTds)
(The Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(omeisTLyfl@ DA TE 67.6T.6TLD. SsV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Okay, Sir. Then, I would take my memory back to
1968. Al-Agsa faced the same calamity. There was an
excavation; not only an excavation, they set fire to certain
areas.

We had a massive demonstration in Colombo at that
time led by Alhaj Badi-ud-din Mahmud of the Islamic
Socialist Front and the Hon. Alhaj M.H. Mohamed who
was the Minister of Labour at that time in the Dudley
Senanayake Government. The entire Muslim community
came and I think that was the first demonstration in the
last century that was able to take all the people to
Maradana Mosque Grounds. That was a massive
demonstration. We pledged our support and even the
Buddhists and others wanted to help in the re-building of
Al-Aqgsa. That is the spirit in which the Buddhist
community, the Sinhalese and others respect the highly
venerated places of Islam.

Thank you very much, Sir.

[.90. 6.38]
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Presiding Member, it is my pleasure this
afternoon to move this Adjournment Motion. Sir, I move,

"Sri Lankan sportspersons displayed distinct talents by winning one
silver medal and five bronze medals at the Second Asian Youth
Games Festival held in China. Furthermore, Sri Lanka was awarded
the hosting of the Asian Youth Games Festival of 2017.

It is moved in this House that a programme be prepared with the
intervention of the Ministry of Sports to develop the talents of
young sportspersons who demonstrated their talents at this Games
Festival to create sportspersons that are able to win Asian and
Olympic level medals in the same way that it was done earlier by
M.J.M. Lafir, Dr. Nagalingam Ethirveerasingam, Duncan White and
S.L.B. Rosa, then by Susanthika Jayasinghe, Badra Gunawardena,
Damayanthi Darsha, Sugath Thilakarathna and Nadeeka Lakmali.”

Mr. M.J.M. Lafir, was the first world champion of Sri
Lanka in billiards. Then, Susanthika Jayasinghe is one
name that not only the sporting world, but the entire
nation cannot forget.

Sir, these are models for our future sportsmen and
women. They are the Sri Lankan national flag carriers and
good ambassadors when they go out. Sir, I know that the
Minister of Sports, my good Friend, the Hon.
Mahindananda Aluthgamage is taking great effort in
every field of sports in order to keep in line with the
modern trends in the sporting world and also to ensure
that what is mentioned in the “Mahinda Chintana” about
sports is carried to the letter, under his able guidance, by
the Ministry officials. I think last time also when I moved
an Adjournment Motion, he waxed eloquent about
carrom. I have the Hansard with me of that day. The
Minister of Sports made a very interesting speech on that
day. I will quote from the Adjounment Motion moved by
myself on 21st November, 2012.

“Sri Lankan carrom player Mr. Nishantha Fernando brought

immense prestige to Sri Lanka by winning the gold medal awarded
to the ‘World Carrom Champion’ at the World Carrom
Championship, 2012 held in Sri Lanka for the sixth time.”

From where is this Nishantha Fernando? He is here;
he is working in Parliament. So, the Sri Lankan
Parliament has produced world recognized champions in
certain sports. Sir, we are thankful and we are very proud,
as Members of this House, that our Parliamentary staff
are clever to bring laurels for our country. The team at
that time was comprised of A. Upali Premachandra, R.D.
Anura Shantha, R.D. Sujeewa Lasantha, A.T.S.
Pushpakumara, B.D. Jagath Kumara and others.

Then, Sir, look at the encouragement given by His
Excellency the President himself. The “Daily Mirror” of
22" August states, I quote:

“It is quite noteworthy that this outstanding achievement of

Susanthika in 2007, was during the period of HE Mahinda
Rajapaksa, who was the President of the Federation at that time,
who took initiative in this matter, which speaks volumes of his
commitment to the sport and his leadership. Today we are proud of
the fact that HE Mahinda Rajapaksa, is the only Head of State, to
hold the post of President of a National Federation. IAAF President
Lamine Diack commends his contribution to world of global
athletics and appreciates his efforts and leadership to develop
athletics thus far. Interests of HE in sports are known in every
circle. He has initiated action to start a trust Fund. It is to his credit
that the second synthetic track as well as the international stadium,
Mahinda Rajapaksa International stadium was built.”

e®m»08 ©owm. B8zwy WO,  Cosus
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Now, Sir, the Minister of Sports is taking a very keen
interest in order to promote a sports festival during the
CHOGM that is to be held here. So, all in all, it augurs
very well that we are going to rise very high at the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting and also
in the international sporting field.

Then, I further quote the "Daily Mirror" of 22" of
August, 2012, which states,

“We are quite strengthened by his devotion...”
That is the President.
..... and keen interest in sports, himself being a past sportsman.”

That was, I think, when he was at Nalanda College
and the Thurstan College.

Again, I quote:
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“At same time we value his daily habit the interest in sports where

he pays his attention to sports pages to read sports news. What is
more valued is his concern for sports, where we, sports
administrators, are often inquired about the news items and
questioned about issues highlighted, seeking answers of action
proposed, at the same time, suggesting to us the better course of
action to resolve any matter/issue. This no doubt prompts us, to be
alert, and resolve issues, as well as to improve ourselves, to be better
administrators.

It goes on to state further, I quote:

“Next set of achievers for AASL are those who shone in Asian

Games. The first Asian Games Gold medal is from Dr. Nagalingam
Ethirveerasingham, with a new Games record at the Games in 1958
in Tokyo. The Games of 1970 in Bangkok reminds us of the great
achievement of S.L.B. Rosa when, “as a bare foot runner”, he
became our first double Gold medalist in 5000m and establishing a
Games record in 10000m.

Sir, talking about Dr. Nagalingam Ethirveerasingham,
he was born in Jaffna; he is a Tamil. We met him recently
when we went there. There was the Northern Provincial
Council Election recently and a new Chief Minister has
been elected. I think the Hon. Minister must concentrate
on Jaffna and improve the stadiums all round. I also state
before the House that the Santhenkerny Stadium should
be developed to an international level because there is
enough space in Kalmunai. Sir, I will come to your
Ministry and discuss this further.

Again, I quote further:

“It is in 1974 Tehran Games that AAA became known globally to
produce top 400m runners with the splendid performance of W.
Wimaladasa, who won the 400m Gold with a New Games record.
Wimaladasa along with Sunil Gunawardana, Kosala Sahabandu and
Premachandra won the 4 x 400m relay, also with a record time of
3m 7.4 secs. Not to be outdone are the achievements at 1998 games
in Bangkok, when Damayanthi Dharsha, emulated Rosa, as another
double medalist winning the 200m in record time as well as in the
400m. At the same event, Sugath Tilakaratne maintained his high
standards set in 400m in Fukuoka in1997 to win the Gold medal. In
the Busan Games of 2002, Susanthika shone in winning the 100m
and Damayanthi Dharsha in 400m. We salute other athletes who
brought honor by winning Silver Medals with the first Silver medal
from M.A. Akbar in pole vault in Games in Delhi in 1951 with
many others in later Games winning silver medals along with some
winning Bronze medals, at many an Asian Games, with special
mention of the 4 x 400m men’s relay team, which carveda  niche
for few years.”

Then, Sir, we also have football where persons like
Hashim Deen and Amanullah excelled very much. I think
the Hon. Minister himself knows about the actions of
certain officials, as he castigated them last time also. The
whole world is laughing at us as far as the ruling of the
FIFA is concerned. I remember when F.A. Yaseen was
the former President of Federation of Football in this
country, he had the Yaseen Cup presented every year. He
was doing very well and after him, there was a police
officer, a DIG, who took over and it was run very well.
Then, somebody else came and ruined the good name of
the game.

Sir, there are also several other sports like volleyball,
carrom, elle, pole vaulting, shooting and cadetting and all
those have got to be improved because the President of
the country is encouraging the Hon. Minister and all of us
to do so. Whenever a sportsman wins a medal here or
abroad, the President is the first person to invite him and
felicitate him at his official residence, Temple Trees. He
is such a great sportsman.

Before I conclude, Sir, I must also pay tribute to the
Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Member of Parliament, who has
been selected to lead the Sri Lankan Rugby Team at the
coming international rugby tournament. Yoshitha
Rajapaksa and Rohitha Rajapaksa are also capable
persons who have taken up rugby and after their advent to
the playground, I think the standard of rugby has gone up.

There are also night races. I think I told you that if we
go on in that fashion, in a planned manner, one day, we
may be able to win the Madrid Grand Prix of Spain. We
have to produce men of that talent showing them as
model Sri Lankans so that Sri Lanka will be hailed as the
“Wonder of Asia” through the efforts of sportsmen.

Thank you, Sir.
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Whereupon THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA left the Chair, and
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 7.14 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Thursday,
24th October, 2013.
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