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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Construction, Engineering
Services, Housing and Common Amenities:

(a) Is he aware that a pledge was made under the
Janasevana Programme of ‘“Mahinda Chintana-
Dinawamu Sri Lanka” manifesto that blocks of
flats would be constructed to be given to middle-
class people at concessionary prices?
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(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the year in which the construction of blocks
of flats to be given to middle-class people at
concessionary prices was commenced,

(if)  the number of such blocks of flats of which
construction work has been completed by
now;

(iii) the names of the areas in which those
blocks of flats have been constructed?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(a)  Will he state -

(1) whether killing of a foreigner occurred in a
holiday resort in Tangalle area on or around
Christmas day of 2011;

(i) if so, the name and the country of the person
who was killed;

(iii) whether suspects of the aforesaid killing
have been identified; and

(iv)  the positions held by them?
(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the action taken with regard to the aforesaid
killing by now; and

(ii) the repercussions that Sri Lanka has had to
face internationally as a result of the
aforesaid killing?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Sports:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the basis on which awarding the telecasting
rights of international sports competitions
to private channels in addition to the
government television channels is done;

(i) the television channel that telecast
Commonwealth Bank  Championship
Cricket Tournament which was held
recently;

(iii) the basis on which that channel was
selected for that purpose; and

(iv) whether action will be taken to permit all
the television channels to telecast
international sports competitions?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources
Management:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

() whether all the development projects
planned in the first stage of the Nilwala
Scheme have been completed by now;

(if) if not, the development activities that have
not been completed under the first stage of
the aforesaid scheme;

(i) whether funds have been allocated to
complete the aforesaid activities by now;

(iv) the amount of money so allocated; and

(v) the date on which the aforesaid
development activities will be commenced?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Economic Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -
(i) the names of the development projects
which are implemented at present under the
"Gama Neguma" programme;
(i) the number of Grama Niladhari Divisions
covered under the aforesaid projects;
(iii) the total amount of money spent on the
aforesaid projects in millions;
(iv) the criterion which is used to evaluate the
success of the aforesaid programme?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame - Deputy Minister
Economic Development)
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:

(a) (1) Will she inform this House in regard to the
machinery fixed at the Norachcholai coal

power plant -

(ii) the country from which they were imported;
(iii)  the companies which manufactured them;
(iv)  the years of manufacture;

(v) the warranty period attached to them; and

whether warranty papers pertaining to such
machinery will be submitted?

(b)  Will she state -

(i) the reason why the Norachcholai power
plant went defunct recently;

(i) the maximum amount of megawatt of
electricity expected to be generated by this
power plant; and

(iii) the date on which such maximum power
will be added to the national grid?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Foreign Employment Promotion
and Welfare:

(a)  Ishe aware that around 50 Sri Lankan housemaids
are imprisoned and being employed in prostitution
in Saudi Arabia according to the information
revealed by Ms. Anvar Shiyana of Slave Island,
who worked as a housemaid in Riyadh in Saudi
Arabia and has come back to the country?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the steps that have been taken to look into
it; and
(i) the measures that have been taken to get

them released and bring them back to Sri
Lanka?

(¢)  Will he state -

(i) what action was taken against the foreign
employment agents who have worked to
leave the above group of housemaids
stranded and against others who associated
with it; and
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(i) whether a practical course of action will be
adopted immediately in order to ensure
security of the families of these women and
to enhance their welfare and economy?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera - Minister of Foreign Employment
Promotion and Welfare)
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Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised
by the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer. What is your point of
Order?
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If there is anything against the Standing Order, that
will be expunged from the Hansard.

®C; 05385Y Go®50wz Wm0

(omessTyfl@ TeiTEResT TTOBITWISSE)

(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)

eACC BB Jw0rnd OGDr. 0eOE BB
590 s3esY?

@0 @Cwod &.90.00. g0 Owmo

(LomessTLyLll @ DVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. S6VV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

RIR@ed eAFE Do ©nedd, edmd oddes
D en.

MG OBYS5Y Co®wz DwmH
(LomrevorLyL0l@ TEITEQEST TTLOBTILISS)
(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)
R ®HBE 9S8 0. [P BBOR]

Bewdes 0565

(Nrdd FUTBTWST SjeuTds)

(The Deputy Speaker)

OO OTBOGE WmOenmS 8Eed®xIned oieded
20 B By ¢ 830 A0 eG® 005y S HOBIB.

MG OBTS5Y Co®5wz Dm0

(omessTyLfl@ TeITEREdT TTLDBITWISSE)

(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)

©0] Bewd®s mDNNemnOB, ®ed 0¢dm and yEme
o®edl. ©0; POBR®I® Bwmds, "8 01D WIHDBY
@ O OO VoY, ODHEEO OO SHPB® §HOBDSwW
©08." BwEo.



225 208Ee®5nd 226

[06; 65¥85Y Go®BNBE Ownn]

9By @ gusles’, i@, BRewIBwD OB ¢deny
CODE v ®mOWC; BB 3B, 88-q BBw Bedm ©f@
g0 WsIDBT W 1d® BHHYHO® WS BAIWS, exveEmie,
DodZednw, BEmmB, 95Iewd OB OO ¢ ©whe
2008w0 IO 318 »HOFD BB, a8 o e
vom somded Ednm aged ¢ Beamdr. I8 «dm
DBIOBT O D (BHmW WOH, OOmDr, WBBD,
@O, ©omr PAODEO ewIcdHD. 5 dn®r Bwnxd,
Em8a #710B00ews odim yoOsE, ®wH8 §ddwd
Y0053 @188 »HOFOTeE mBE. @ gusiesy, whe
800360 ®BIENOnY W88 HOFOTTen WO BwEB.

OO BEsT esedc Dwmo

(wressryfl@ 1gevresr GQuGrym)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

O Bewdss »Onemne®s, On® aw Bedm
BB eO® gnd YAD®W &g @0 ens & dwd B8Enonw
eBImO.  BgPdm  mdeme  0®0wB, ol Bewdss
DOBNEHROB. Bue e 983808 »O cOm -
098 @cided- BBO BIn ocw ©800 BHBO »nEsy
Ow “HBm sWeed One YR Hew. @ Bmmy HSwd
O e80ee CODE ww YEEO CODE BwE ©¢HN® @m®
sy ¢ 0BB, dFw “Bw sWew & JOOE o
AETIesy 08 BB8wde BwEr. dOFws SHBm seed Onw
ga B3O 80ITRewssy O5Issy H@mwm ©5IFn©®0
e3nB0sIm Do,

®G O23e85Y Cro®snwz Dvmn
(LomesTLyLll@ TedTER6HT FTLOBTILISS)
(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)
®od O@nc.

OO BEsY evedcr ®wmn

(wressryfl@ 1gevresr GQuBrym)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

©0; Bewd®s mOonemn®B, @ ydmne ne s
O ©® Jed gBowm DIBIMOST OO VOO Y@
W0 Bedmd. O 60yuSamewrsi® aunsd. @® ydme nEsY
Yoo On@ T WS BeasIersy ¢Bem ad®®c), ¢Bem
8@ 005y »Sed ye OTHE. 5T dend®
@OE oW ¢8 o® BEAcd DO0E® nmE e [P
BBOH] @ ¢1z57 VI®ed yEHWO BERC e¢xdr. AIH®
6 geom 9BEImO BB I yEmexw Om e
100000 BDDs. @ O gnerm 83w on. 98z &
yBDHBO ¢FBC ©¢ eV FVEOD B HI® QOBOR
BHO EWO OO WO e Wl & ¢ yE®BO
cB0e . yame gnd 5O BB FHOTIHO
OB 9 18wd, dmwE BedTHO V. 00w Dnudws
ened8; 00w ©EEeOTRD. ®w dwdemdd OO
©09008; 0®w HEEe®xInD.

©0] Bowdun mDnemnOB, adowm ad®®c), adewm
2B, god wewded wewicdvrl wdydanenrsI®
00T 906D yme ®WOGE ® ydme g
Bedsies’. a8 & 8@asidewrsy D080 v wEr. @O
Bz OO msIm0 5@ WOy wIemeRs Oum GBsT ©wh@
2cded D080 M WE. Yevd® dmn BYeed YL
DOsYed 87 ed®wEm D8 »m e® Jed 9uim ged
g8 @®OR), W ®mOsT OO YR WOD

©O0®0 v eOE Bednm. & awed ¢ WD, D1eaden -
business vmw- S eom, o evEId eem ¢oeE WeEo
8eC 90 WmO» gw T WEWY »OW Wi VB ©®
880 BIDOBY ©mds »SWO Yme OB So.
e® ged 20O, 0® ¢od W ®TOTT HDWO YD
WO 0. 0@ ol yEmHWS On Hew® & yadmwd
B8E8n T 0w By »OsTed LD D8m e, e® gwed
WEO eusID 8EE YO WS HBE® D10305wd OB ©WO,
©® BBwO aBtsm 8w ®OsT VTGO WDE) OV O
OO0 Bewi®s DONEDROB, gLmDSw  »SeO,
8©550008 3BV, EEed®xIn OFTFOGEY HSwds &8
Yo BEwsTesy vywr.

®a ©EDOsY H 080 80 O @8® »vum»E® BB
ened8 mE @n dTes]. HYHO e ©DeWI® NG
BBw0, @enI® o BRwWO, OBBOWE SH BB W
BBynecsy ©0 EmBw 00sim yodsl. w@@ OO
3 ©B0Cew Ay, & BBwO Spwdwm O I red
D OB WOT5? ABLFemId Omm evsIDHD Dred 1w
BBHnecs’ Y& dWew® SweEs, Snsde @O0 end
sl e0cd #BEE dews i ydm med g osIere?
P COWmO @ @BOJeww By, 0y EDEOHO
Bearisn § ydmdEd BEnd, oewmiwm ©®s), ©an
@805 vSed wm ge ®an ewdmdxY - housemaids -
90w e0edd, & nI¥dews’ DO @osy wslesy
ee®¢ B ICTD. ¢’ ¢8 Imd B8Ewd® ewic
Beamdi. Sgw @wed sg@0m & 9c ©HE gcdwd
housemaides wdxFesy oy VB @ ¢w wstesy NVQ
Level - 3 pass 0ed 00 B & aw wsesy House-Keeping
Assistantco ©13@08. & awed BO 6O @i® numy® m»omd
0700, & e w» O® HOFOHD eOMOO, & aw vy
@805 »SWd 0edd, »H O Dtn Di¥ews’ o
CID), & Dr0d® & Ced @S goeer MOYHOCO O18wxs
DYy yodst gmnded NVQ Level -3 ©906® gy’
2@ House-Keeping Assistantcs  ©3w08 wds¥esy. gsim
Bend8 0® ydMOEO BENC ewmwsisy vy, dov® sy nd
eOn® Bwm gmdwd & ¢wd ©&hmedd BRwd ®Of
oV, & aBcumesied »HO, »OYDD, BEBBO wiBws
O 0wl WOYD WIBxY e0edE 0@ yEHOEO 881
@650 BBN.

MO OBYeS55Y Co@wz DwmH

(LorevorLy L@ TEITEQEST TTLOBTILIGS)

(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)

OO Bewids »ONEHROA, Sn® 0Omn® add
DOBRIW B ens DO ©dr. OO §8m I mDBTO
OO ©mDsT B BDeD 3. 99 »O8 &»
D01 o ®BIeTT.

®ed nzOm g yEmw Bwd8. ©d Bewdss
DOINEDROB, 0@ BeadwesI § cown Dodr o
BedB mobwrened 2011 @ce®a8 31 0 Comrsy gdwsy
0% Dvw ®wew § D0@mmBBB Dolmd. 0® Dibmed
wewsy Om ®©d Bewlds ®OzNemROB, OO
HOBROB, 00T e®en®:

"22.6 Omedisd nd e omecy dedn oK BEPAB
mwoered gdigeay D85 o § 0D eE BD 0dmedsT
Gi8BaE 9,721,189 8we® m6 & nE 0DEedIE wo-o®w 88T ¢18s wyn
012,654,304 = ancsmmyes B85Y ¢oo B és."



227 2013 48 10 228

¢y o@omuElec e®ew ¢ofen? On® eBedIE wnded
osBOSw. b g8t @8m IO &8 &8 O
WO eoNyg BEE ¢OMD, 0® eIBeIIE ®wv®wd. I
QOBY KW 00008, @® B €y Da&mD.

O V5T e8edc) Dwmo

(wressryfl@ 1gevreiT GQuGrym)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

©0 Bewdets mODsnemn®B, ydm@d gce oo

MG OBTS5T Co®nwz Dm0
(oreTLyLll@ TeITEREST TTLOBTILISS)
(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)
®od ydm@ gwEr @O0 By

OO BEsT esedc Dwmo

(wressryfl@ 1gevresr GQuGrym)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

©C; Bewdes mOsnemnOB, 0@wd aoE MY

®G O53e85Y Cro®snwz Dvmo

(omesTLyLll@ TedTER6dT FTLOBTILISS)

(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. ®e¢? gy
D01,

anE 0

®G; B eBel8c ®vm
(wressryfl@ 1gevresr QuGrym)
(The Hon. Dilan Perera)
3D YAD®B BEOE BN

®G O23e85Y Cro®snwz Dvmn

(omeoTLyLll@ TEITEQ6HT FTLOBTILISS)

(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)

aFn S ®»OGE "gog 3" BwemrDs. @O O
Bawde "aoneg " Bomd.

Bewdess 22500625

(Nrdlé FuThTsT Seuider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

OO OTBn®, anc ydmes ¢gBe wenl, E»
ygdmessy w 98 B8Enedsd o HMews SO
BOITID 8PwB. 95O ewmIewsy gVBIB.

MO OBTS5Y Co@Mwz DWwmn

(LomevsTL L@ TEOTE6HT FTLOBTILISS)

(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)

©® @y qud 08 ewd m»w. Ood ydmwe O3
e0dsiesy AD, & §eE 00» odOEOCEO Swe® ABOA.
[@020 B3O

Bewfss 22500625
(Nrdlé FuThTWET SeuTder)
(The Deputy Speaker)

a5y B e¢sim.

O BEsT e8edd Dwmn

(wrewryll@ qevresr QuGryT)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

B8no 00 Boewdds ONEm®B, 0 WOIHO
e Y, ©0 OB O W OV »Oed
D(BBD @ @NNBRWD  0usID® w®@dxTRewrsy. ©o;

Boewdes mOsnemnOB, 0® ydmed gog e ©©
B8E8nT ecsim®. 00 EEed®sin O uBE veslemnsA
OE® Bw gwudie DDicedd ©® mdemw BEICO On
WO, & B8EAcdD g BEnS €z Beamd. sy @®
eO»E0 DnermmBuBn® ged B8EnC 0 goeom
Beadm. "emd" deord e Due eWewds emcd &
8EnC w10 ad eam Bedmd. & 8¢ O ICEHE.

©¢d5) 0B, © %HB® eDIBeIIE w-nd®ed wwiesH
ey, endems @ BEwsizn mdwmwen »O8, SHBm
©00e® B BEAOTTO 80 00edB. - Bedn® KD
BB wobwrered @D, Do almbed @D, @dxY
©ed 0dd, @dr oemPewmeg ©ddy, BEAGE
2@sered @D, & »© BAWeeRO® ¢¢f WOWHO
R Bws) md@me. Im efcws 53w I» © dedr ewds
BEFB mo8wooned 83ws mImr. Doed 3ws ®Imr.
@i, Btoedsy 0® Hfim 008D I ¢Jedd dTesy
®©e® 9. J 8®0J ¢61edd "¢ 8GPsTed" ¢ci1edd. v .
O mdmen Besim o doda oK BaHB

8w0006@E © 9535 3 HE D D

[Ecoemed g 888 9oz oz GE.]
[y &BlrrFens s LswerLiLy yEmmLILIL (HaTens]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Ry BB qed ¢Bewm WBIDST O DB WIBIHHD
Q8 e¢sTesy BN BB ®CTm® & 51 EED Bwumds ®d;
Bewrd®s »OnemROB. [P B3O

Bewdss G506

(Nrdé FuTBTWST SjeuTdsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

gedm g 15-3441/132), 00 (6028cs) s ¢ B0 wmo.

@G (80028w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(orevsrfl@ (S0THH) aniag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

@G Bewdss mOrnemn®B3,
Dasw @nsy .

® 0® ydmw O

@G Loty eadidm Swm

(wrevsryflg SBevreiy @smrouTHevr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

®©0 Bowdss ONneHROB, Dow ® Ov&e
2@ e0NEDsY OO ydmwO BERJ 2O wews ©B

e ®»E 9C .

game O Enm 9E8en’ BEOO Bowlw wmo» GE.
QfdTT W6 10D CYDIT (15 BVTEBID FIOTLILIGSE HL 1 DU 111111 .
Question ordered to stand down.

Bewdss 005065

(Nrgld FuTHTWST HjeuTdsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

@0 00w- yd» gewm 1- 1850/'11-(3), oo B
2O €0IBIWZ DWDHN

®G 08 WO €0ZNBZ Dm0
(oressTfl@ rafl menTTHTIWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
OO0 Bewdss »OsnemROB, & OO ydmw gvmd.



229 208Ee®5nd 230

@G Lesld endidsy Swm

(wressryflg SCevreiy @smrouiHevr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

®©0 Bowdss m»mONEmHROB, Dow ® On@IB®
2@ 07NedsY B0 yEH®O B8Eno 2O wews ©wh

e ®»E 9CCHD.

g @z Enwé 988 BEOO Bewlw wom &
afldrirsmer LM G (G BIVTSBID FLONLILIGHE HL 1_ewemull_ LI’ 1 gj.
Question ordered to stand down.

Bewdss D206

(Nrdld FuThrLST j6uider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

g@m 6-3001/'12-(1),06; aBE 86d m8wdes® wnmo.

@G eSdsY gOCn® Owmo

(orerLyfl@ Ceomedt (LT GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

©0; Boewdds DOne®n®B, od eBE Bcd
8wDH® ONmn EOMNEDST & OO yEm W gnsIo.

@G Leld endiRs Swmo

(wressryfl@ S)Cevreiy @ smTouTsHevr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O Bewd®s DONEDROB, 08 3 imsH©d
000edsY OO yEHWO BERSC 8O wewo B e »E

OCE.

g @ Emnmé 988 8800 Hewlw oz &
aflsarirsmer MGG BIVTEBID FLONLIL55E HL 1 ewemull_LiLiL’ 1 ).
Question ordered to stand down

OBOG e eBusTy awd : @185y
G T BHEVSH6T WM (LY & Bl 6U T 6T
ELECTIONS COMMISSION: MEMBERS
3065/°12

7. ©6; ez g@dn.-m dwm (0o a¢8s 8. ecvedd
Bwm edymdO)
(wrewrfl@g Ggmer wrgimis - wresryllE s LS.
QuGrym FmiuTs)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga on behalf of the Hon. Ajith P.
Perera)
300D wy PR @em P Podm BOYH
2@ @enny gy yadme- (2) ;

(a) () oeHfQn® OxDEND ywod ©BDdes
©2080857 65¥d wewr BHBDE @B 9DEWB5T
2502500 @2NIBO g,

(i) ©® 0@EWmwsT ) OB wdede;

(il) ©® 8wy wIFRBE BEac LR
PO ODED OB 8O B aw
WYTBIE;

(iv) ©B00e%m 008857 wwied w®iEmwus e®
O 80 wrims Bedc,

(V) o20dee 50, 89 D1uDeEdiBn DOBO s
800 e¥nd mdede;

@5I) @1 &Y WOBTeBE?
(20) oeded »®, d @sie?

Ulrsw emwdFmd, CueTsds FTFET, 1FH HIEUVSHET

IO FF(HLOTESTUm TS Ca_ L ailssrm:

(o) () ordwsvenioriiler Ulrsmryid G irgpsvg6IT
D65 W (G (L5 (G Blwihldsriu_Geausssrigu
I BISHSSEUTHETISIT 6TessTaRNlGews  WT6\H6TLINS
ujib;

(i) Gupy YBISSSUTHERSGTIWL  HL_6DLOSET
WITEN6) 6TEITLIENSHU|LD;

(i) Guprng O BIFS S 6T HEH T Blwblds@Lb
Qumrmitiy Srfwevenwliilesr cpsOld wWTHebE
RULISHL_SSLILIL_(H6TeT) 6TTLIENSULD;

(iv) Caigevmser oyenemtds@ailsdT BBIsdbSHeTa6T
TG %HaTGeu Blwihldasliu (peirerriserm
6TEOTLIEN S IU|LD;

V) @eGmsv, @bsdF FLLL Curmliydssenert
LM EenilLILIGME T6sT STTesTLd wTelSeTLIenS LD

Sjeui GO Heurym?
(24) @srCmed, eysir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha

Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(a)  Will he state -

(1) the number of members that should be
appointed to the Elections Commission as
per the Constitution;

(if)  the responsibilities of those members;

(iii) the person in authority who has been
assigned with the responsibility of
appointing those members by the
Constitution;

(iv) whether members of the Elections
Commission have been appointed by now;
and

(v) if not, the reason for the negligence of this
statutory responsibility?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Local
Provincial Councils:

Government and
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(a)  Ishe aware that -

(1) 70 market stalls on the Kumara Welgama
Mawatha earlier known as Mathugama St.
Mary’s Road, which were built temporarily
in 1991 and made permanent building with
electricity supply subsequently as per the
Pradeshiya  Sabha  approval  dated
30.03.2005, have been suddenly
demolished;

(il) members of 70 families have been rendered
helpless as a result;

(iii) the Pradeshiya Sabha has charged an
advance of Rs. 100,000/~ from each shop
owner in order to provide new market stalls;
and

(iv) the soil of a land belonging to the
Pradeshiya Sabha has been tested in order
to build new market stalls but as they have
not yet been built and handed over to the
traders, they have resorted to various means
of protest ?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) the names of the persons who gave
instructions to demolish the market stalls
mentioned above;

(ii) the action taken with regard to the advance
charged for providing new market stalls;

(iii) the reasons for not building new market
stalls; and

(iv) the date on which new market stalls will be
provided for those traders who lost market
stalls ?

(¢) Ifnot, why ?
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(@) @erCmsv, eyeir?

asked the Minister of Economic Development:
(a)  Ishe aware that -

(1) there is an ancient tank in the Humbuluwa-
East Grama Niladhari Division that belongs
to the Alawwa Divisional Secretary's
Division in the Kurunegala District;

(i) a part of the tank has been reclaimed by
now; and

(iii)  a large number of farmers will be benefited
by developing this tank?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) of the name of the person who owns this
land in which the aforesaid tank is located;
and

(i) whether the relevant documents will be
submitted if there are owners?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@G Les¥d eadids ®wmo

(wressryflg S)Cevreiy @smrouTHevr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

o0 Boewdss »ONEHROB, @&Sm  w05dm
2@ 00xedsT @ 9 yd»wd B8ERC wwen*
DO,

* wwedus O» nd» ¢ 8E0:
* FUMLTL_SB60 eweudbsHLIIL L eflewr
* Answer tabled:

(a) (i) =morenec WEFmed, ecdd wodds eEm® AE
gednwd gus YOYDD BEWBIEC HI® BEWG Dee®
euetidnm D10 88 By DD widm B and, dw
&0 guwst DDO BHYS BB wewo w8 e D.

(i) ©F By 00 wm B yedned RS Wiz
qedodco ao.

(i) ©® BRI @edOe @B ©©B5T W1 ©®BD 38 OO
928 BBO wewr o@D D egTest 5O SKwd &
e @&ws S wim.

2000 Bewed 8Bsiecds; ecwline®sind @85 mdn
G OM® WOYHOEE 00 VB gus @edd
BODOCBET 0cw NOPYVD S Swced D
5000 e 0mdst 20 ecmmed @ eCamws
0 @,

() ()

(i) ownm oCIHBO gpED OO @® emOed
BOBOCBSY oCw wewsy »S @ BEGOsTed 52O
eCanys #:1QweB* wensIO .

() @cg ovned.

* gefmmoged s ¢,
* BIETlswVILIGEID 606155 LILIL (BETEN).
* Placed in the Library.

@G gCd S.90.98. gD ®wmo
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

Bewdss 15065 ®)

(N FUTBTWST SjeuTdsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Azwer, what is your point of Order?

®0 @Gl .00.00. g0 Owmo

(omeisTLyfl@ DVaNTE 67.6T.6TLD. SsV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I would refer to the Standing Order No. 31,
especially 31(7) and 31(10). I want to raise the propriety
of entertaining a Question of this nature to which a
comprehensive answer has already been given by the
Minister.

Standing Order No. 31(7) states, I quote:

“A question may not ask for an expression of opinion, or for the
solution of an abstract legal question or of a hypothetical proposition.”

Standing Order No. 31(10) states:

“A question making or implying a charge of a personal character
shall be disallowed.”

So, how can this Member purport to ask a question in
this House from the Hon. Minister whether he knows that
these women are being made use for prostitution, which
cannot be entertained. Sir, this is not a good
Parliamentary procedure that we are trying to follow. Not
only that, this Member has a habit of insulting the Shariah
Law, the Divine law, Allah's law. He is always abusing
and insulting the great Kingdom of Saudi Arabia which
has close friendly relationship with Sri Lanka.

Bewdes 02565

(N FUTBTWST SjeuTds)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I will bring this to the notice of the
Hon. Speaker for appropriate action. Thank you very
much.
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Presented by the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena on behalf of the
Minister of Local Government and Provincial Councils;

to be read a Second time upon 23rd July, 2013 and to be printed.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Education for report.
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(Nrdlé FuThTWET SeuTder)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Deputy Chairman of Committees
will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU
CHANDRAKUMARY] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, you seem to
have a knack for controlling the voices of this House
because when the Deputy Speaker was in the Chair, there
was a problem but no sooner you came, there is stony
silence. So, it is nice to see that you are able to control
matters.
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Then, there is another headline, “Cabinet Minister’s
brother released due to pressure from above”. It refers to
one of the Cabinet Ministers from Kandy. Then, the
"Daily Mirror" of 9th July, 2013 states, "Kama Colombo"
nightclub was illegal - Excise Department" If it is illegal,
why is it permitted to stay?
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revenue is 4% expenditure up by 7% "

So, the gap is 11 per cent. Now, this 11 per cent in
reflection of the total GDP of the country, basically
represents a huge figure. You all are not talking of rupees
and cents. It is like the exchange rate depreciation.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have only one minute left.
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Sir, I was informed that the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara
will not be speaking. He has been allotted 15 minutes.
Out of that, I will take eight minutes and the balance will
be given to the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne. s»ene Dedm
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Not only balance sheet items but off balance sheet
items should also be verified, questioned and investigated.
That is the role of an Auditor. As an Accountant, I would
love to propose to the Chairman of the Committee on
Public Enterprises - I know that you will be presenting
the COPE Report within the next couple of days on behalf
of us - as discussed, to meet the Hon. Speaker and
ensure that the Standing Orders are amended to include
this type of thing because it is not only the figures seen in
a balance sheet, but also the off balance sheet figures, that
will make or break an institution. That is what happened
to the SriLankan Airlines. That is what happened to the
CEB and it is the same thing that is happening to the
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation. So, these are areas that
need to be rectified.
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Off balance sheet items should be verified, scrutinized
and perused. These are matters on which corroborative
evidence can be obtained. That is why I thought that it is
my duty to state here today that they should not just be
investigating and looking at the historical performance of
an institution but also proactively look at what could
happen and what did not happen through the process of
management decision making. Management decision
making is a very clear cut opportunity.

The Hon. Dilan Perera, Minister of Foreign
Employment Promotion and Welfare, is a clear cut
example. He works off the normal course of activity. I
saw the debate he had in the morning. His amiable and
generous disposition got somewhat perturbed because of
the pressure exerted from the Opposition but he is one
person who tries to, at least, be innovative and not stick
to the rules because by sticking to the rules, you can
sometimes be more corrupt than otherwise. So, I pay this
tribute to him because of the experience 1 had. 1
addressed three or four matters and there were
spontaneous responses. The efficacy and the economic
viability in running the Ministry will be left to others to
discuss but I thought a tribute needs to be paid where it is
due.

Likewise, I urge the Hon. Ministers, instead of just
raising your hands and being just by-standers in the
Cabinet, to come out. As I said, we are the Government-
in-waiting. What happened in 2001? You all had ruined
the economy and gave us a negative growth economy. It
was we, the United National Party, that was able to
resurrect the economy and push it to some level and even
today, dividends are obtained because of the push that
you got at that particular moment. So, ensure that these
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are checked because after all, it is the national economy
that we are speaking of. This is not a blue colour economy
or a green colour economy, it is the national economy that
we are speaking of.

Purchasing an aircraft is one area that I urge you all to
pay attention to because it is not fun to buy Rolls Royce
engines from one area and buy airbuses from another
area. Sometimes there is corruption when you do not go
directly. But, when you go directly, if you do not go to
the correct people, there will be more corruption. If you
go to a company like GE Engineering, which basically
deals with aircraft, or to the leasing company - I forget
the name - they buy 10,000 to 20,000 and you can get a
quicker delivery as well as a bigger discount than going
direct to a particular institution.
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Now, please wind up.
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I will take only one more minute, Sir.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Sunil Handunnetti.
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Yogarajan to take the Chair?
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(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena - Minister of Health)
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES /eft
the Chair, and THE HON. R. YOGARAJAN took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya)

Mr. Presiding Member, a lot has been said about the
salary scale applicable to the Auditor-General and also
the good work done by the Auditor-General’s
Department. I, for one, coming from the private sector,
always believe that the Auditor-General is grossly
underpaid. The salary that we are talking about is
actually, in American terms, "peanuts" because a position
of this nature deserves a much higher salary.

The Hon. DEW Gunasekara, as the Chairman of the
COPE, explained in detail the enormous amount of work
that is done by the Auditor-General and his team and the
Hon. Eran Wickramaratne also expressed his views on
the principal involved. Therefore, we do not intend to
object to the salary increase proposed. That, I would like
to tell the House because we have a responsibility
especially to defend and protect the Office of the Auditor
-General.

Talking about the history, 1 think public
accountability dates back to King Mahinda in the 10th
Century AD, a long time ago. The Auditor-General's
Department itself has a 214 year-old history. During this
period, we must say, they have done exemplary work,
carried out their duties to the best of their ability and
history says that the work they have done, dating back to
the colonial days, had received wide acceptance and was
to the satisfaction of everybody.

Sir, of course, we have to strengthen this position
because I always believe that in this country, financial
discipline is not there: we do not believe in forward
planning, financial prudence and much about internal
auditing. So, there have been occasions where public
money had been wasted without any plan, approval or
any valid reason. Therefore, the role of the Auditor-
General is very important here.

Looking back, I must say that during the last couple
of years, we have been able to, through the COPE, work
very closely with the Auditor-General and they have been
bold enough to come out with and highlight facts and to
follow through. But, let me ask whether we have the
required number of competent people in the Auditor-
General’s Department. Are they well-resourced and well
equipped? They must be trained; they must adopt the best
tools and techniques and must be compensated well. As |
have said before, to get the best talent available, they
must have an attractive remuneration package and must
be exposed to the other countries' best-in-class practices.
Do they have all the modern techniques and tools,
equipment and methodologies? These are the areas on
which the attention of the Auditor-General should be
focused and we, in turn, must support him to make his
Department a very viable and strong body.
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Sir, I remember that as far back as the early '70s, we
had a Corporations Division under the Treasury and that
monitored the performance of public corporations and
statutory boards. That Division survived many regimes.
Its first Director, if I remember right, was no less than Mr.
P.M.W. Wijesuriya, who was later to become the
country’s most revered Auditor-General. During the
regime of President Ranasinghe Premadasa, the
Corporations Division was renamed as the "Department
of Public Enterprises". I think the then Director General
was an exceptionally capable lady, a professional and
chartered accountant, whom I had the distinct privilege of
working with. As a Member of the Presidential
Commission on Privatization and also as a Member of the
Public Investment Management Board, I was able to work
very closely with that Department.

They did an exemplary job. That Department made
sure that every government institution, State-owned
enterprise or statutory board was externally audited and
on time. The performance of these entities was monitored.
The reports of that Department were actually feeders for
the COPE and it was extremely helpful. I am not sure
whether that exists today.

@O0 D1ggedd 235NBWHC Bwm (KBm Woss o
©®%8 SAEAm ¢BImBH®0)

(oreryllg sureGseu preavimwssrTy - Csfw Gumflser,
FPH PHEMWLLILTL (H) H|EHLOFFT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of National
Languages and Social Integration)

It exists.

O O Bw3gyBes Owmo
(orerfl@ %@ @w@tlu)
(The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya)
Very good!

In the discharge of my duties with the COPE, Sir, I
also have come across the Auditor-General and his staff
on many occasions and I found them energetic,
committed and brave. They also highlight very serious
breaches of financial indiscipline. I am sorry to say that
Reports of the Auditor-General are not taken very
seriously, as I said before, by some quarters. This is very
unfortunate because the Auditor-General is the watchdog
of public finance. It is the people’s money that we have to
take care of. So, he is really the watchdog of public funds.
We have seen gross abuse of funds by some government
departments and sometimes, by provincial councils and
even local government institutions. I also remember
instances where these were highlighted by the Auditor-
General in his Report but no proper action had been
taken. I think one of the Hon. Members of Parliament said
that these accounts sometimes drag for five to ten years. It
is true. They raise a query but no action is taken.

Therefore, it is time that we take some very serious
steps to correct this anomaly. I think it is a very serious

crime that no action is taken on the Reports submitted by
the Auditor-General. It is here that we advocate strict
Government surveillance.

Today, Sir, there is a very serious waste of public
funds. The media highlighted several instances of
extravagant spending of public funds by powerful people.
In the name of development, we indulge in various
projects, wasting enormous amounts of money without a
feasibility study or a project report. This is something
very unfortunate happening in Sri Lanka. Huge amounts,
billions of rupees, have been spent and we have come
across instances where no proper study or feasibility
study has been done.

In my view, Sir, it is very important that we make the
respective Ministry Secretaries accountable. I know, by
law, they are accountable but it has to be followed
strictly. There are several Ministries and institutions
coming under various Ministries which have fallen
behind in replying to audit queries or correcting the
misdeeds. Therefore, even the Minister should give the
required strength to the respective Secretaries of
Ministries.

In the modern world, Sir, financial reporting can be
done pretty fast. I recall that in 2003, the then UNF
Government appointed a Cabinet Subcommittee. It
comprised of the then Finance Minister, Hon. K.N.
Choksy, the then Trade Minister, Hon.Ravi
Karunanayake and it was chaired by me. We came across
some State accounts which were over 10 years old. So, at
that time, we realized that there was no point in bringing
these accounts before Parliament. Therefore, the
Subcommittee sat and with the help of the then Auditor-
General, it was able to clear most of the outstanding
accounts. By the end of that year or within a period of
about 18 months, it was possible for us to get 90 per cent
of the accounts cleared and then we found that most of
the accounts were coming before Parliament within six to
nine months. So, that was quite creditable and even now,
I must say that quite a large number of Government
institutions submit their accounts to Parliament within
that period. I mentioned this to the Chairman of the
COPE, that we should make it mandatory. I do not think
any institution should take more than nine months to
submit the accounts.

Also, those who violate financial discipline must be
held responsible. I must cite just one instance where a
State media institution had an outstanding amount
running into several millions of rupees for services
extended for political purposes. This was highlighted in
the media and had been taken up at the COPE for the last
several years, but nothing happened.

These are the type of incorrect financial procedures
followed or the authority that has been used by certain
people for political purpose and we certainly must put an
end to this.
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With regard to appointment of right people to most of
the Government institutions, I must say here that, in
principle, we always believe that COPE should be chaired
by a Member of the Opposition. But, I must also say that
this argument is not valid for the Hon. DEW Gunasekara.
Although he is a Member of the Government, he has
discharged his duties extremely well. We are very happy
to work with him and it was probably a historical process
that most of the institutions have gone through without
favour. In this process, we have come across very good
and profitable Government institutions which are
professionally-run and professionally-maintained. They
are run by good, competent management teams,
management boards and chairmen. Also, we have come
across some institutions run by political appointees who
are not worthy of appointment. Hon Presiding Member,
even today when we make  appointments to the
Diplomatic Service, there is a system of screening. There
have been one or two occasions where we had to decline
the appointments of some of the people who came
before the Committee on High Posts. Therefore, even the
Chairman felt that we must look into the possibility of
introducing some sort of screening of the top appointees
to large public corporations to see that, at least financially
they have done no wrong. So, these are little thoughts that
came to our minds.

Sir, 1 also feel that with the development of
accounting and auditing in the world, the time has come
for us to invite the International Organization of Supreme
Audit Institutions - INTOSAI - to further strengthen to
evaluate the Auditor-General’s Department, to determine
how well-equipped with people, tools and techniques we
are and how effective the Office of the Auditor-General is
amidst various attempts to obstruct good work.

This is said in good faith because I have seen the vast
developments made in India. I would like to cite a
comment made by Mr. Vinod Rai, former Controller and
Auditor-General of India about INTOSAI. He said this in
this very month, July, in the International Journal of
Government Auditing. As some of us believe in good
governance, transparency and accountability, we try to
keep abreast of these developments.

Mr. Vinod Rai states, I quote:

“I recently completed my term as Controller and Auditor-General of
India.

Building on the foundation laid in Lima and its reiteration and
consolidation in Mexico, INTOSAI has emerged as a champion of
the independence of supreme audit institutions. Today, it is
recognized as the leading standard-setting body in the field of public
audit. Examples of INTOSAI’s growing stature and confidence
include formulating auditing standards and guidance on best
practices for good governance; building a partnership with
multilateral international donors and national development agencies
to promote capacity building in supreme audit institutions in need of
such efforts; and having the United Nations adopt a General

Assembly Resolution acknowledging the main principles of the
Lima and Mexico Declarations and recognizing the role of supreme
audit institutions in promoting the efficiency, transparency and
accountability of public administration.

These developments also underscore the fact that INTOSAI is a
catalyst in a paradigm shift in the way public audit is perceived
today and its relevance to modern societies is demonstrated. In a
few months, INTOSAI will be adopting a standard that asserts the
values and benefits of supreme audit institutions.

Roles that required auditors to express an opinion about whether
financial statements were free from material misstatements. While
this will continue to be a key role for all auditors, the increasing
complexity in governance today and the demand for greater
accountability place an onerous responsibility on auditors. Our
minds are occupied as never before with questions about whether
we have obligations beyond those achieved by traditional audits,
whether governance is actually improving the lives of our citizens
and whether public policy and programs are responsive to the
needs of those for whom such programs are intended."

Sir, I believe that we can take a lesson from these
wonderful words of Vinod Rai, former Controller and
Auditor-General of India, from the land of the Mahatma,
our friend and neighbour.

In conclusion, let me once again pay tribute to the
Auditor-General and the Auditor-General's Department.
There is a tremendous responsibility lying ahead of them.
There are quite a large number of public bodies that run
at a loss. These are the areas that need to be looked at
because these are people's money. We have to look into
them in detail and find out why these are going wrong. I
have seen a few instances of obstructing but it is our duty
to support this institution.

Once again, in conclusion, let me say, as I said before,
we are not objecting to the salary increase; it should be
done. It is only a matter of principle that was highlighted
and I wish the Department well.

Thank you very much.

[&.090. 5.05]
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(The Presiding Member)

The Adjournment Motion to be moved by the Hon.
Alhaj A.-H.M. Azwer. Before that, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Janaka Bandara to take the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris - Minister of External Affairs)

I propose that the Hon. Janaka Bandara do now take
the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. R. YOGARAJAN left the Chair, and THE
HON. JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.

@Ba¢ Catss OeFBwW G BNWD BGOD
CUITGIBEVEUTI HTF HEWEVEUTHET LOGTHT(hH
COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING

®0 @Cwd &.00.00. ¢S Owmo
(oreTL)fl@ SVADTED 67.6Td.6TLD. By6TV6uT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, I move,

“The 58™ Session of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
was held very successfully in Sri Lanka under the guidance of the
Hon. Speaker.

Preparations are being made to hold the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting in Sri Lanka this year. It is of utmost
importance that the general public is made aware of the significance
of holding an international conference of this nature in the country.
Therefore, it is moved in this august House that, programmes for
making the public aware of the 23" Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting be implemented at national level.”

I table* the Sinhala and Tamil versions of the Motion
to be included in the Hansard. Before I commence, the
Hon. (Ven.) Ellawala Medhananda Thero would second
the Motion and after that I would carry on.

*wt0e@us O»n DA @¢ ©@lHS096d BewE w1 e¢d®¢
8888m2:

‘FUTLTL_G&s0 eweussLi 1 NGy rsmsnruflsr ABisem wmm Hlp
Clomyflel i Liyserr:

*Sinhala and Tamil versions of Motion tabled.:
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(The Hon. (Ven.) Ellawala Medhananda Thero)
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Presiding Member, Sri Lanka, which was called
earlier "Seylan", "Serendib" and "Taprobane" has a long,
colourful and unenviable relationship with foreign states
from time immemorial. This land, "The Pearl of the
Indian Ocean", has attracted the Arabs even before the
advent of the Holy Prophet in Arabia. The world famous
Globe-Trotter, Ibn Battuta of Morocco landed on this
island of serenity and put little Sri Lanka - or Ceylon at
that time - on the world map. Then, Sir, a great seafarer,
Fa-Hien Bhikku from China also made a great impact on
the island in the global scene. The Siamese Bhikku
brought Upasampada from Thailand and so is our
intimate relationship with Burma throughout the ages.

After such an intimate and long relationship with the
countries the world over, preparations are now being
made to hold the Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting - CHOGM - in November, 2013 in Sri Lanka.
Sir, Heads of Governments of 52 member countries have
been invited for this Conference. The theme of the
CHOGM, “Growth with equity: inclusive development”
has been proposed by His Excellency President Mahinda
Rajapaksa. On the margins of the CHOGM, the
Commonwealth Business Forum, the Commonwealth
Youth Forum and the Commonwealth People’s Forum
will also take place. The Commonwealth Business
Council - CBC - envisages that there will be

approximately 1,000 participants from which about 500
would be from abroad. Non-Commonwealth countries
have also been invited to participate in this event. About
80 projects in Sri Lanka have been detailed to be
promoted among the participants. So, Sir, the CBC
envisages that generation of investment business of about
US Dollars two billion to Sri Lanka. These are the
benefits that are going to accrue to our island as a result
of holding the Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting.

Now, Sir, it is significant to note what our Excellency
the President has promised in "Mahinda Chintana" at the
last General Election.

I quote from the subheading, "A Non-aligned foreign
policy” on pages 56 and 57 of "Mahinda Chintana -
Vision for the Future: A new Sri Lanka - A Brighter
Future",

"I will continue Sri Lanka's non-aligned foreign policy. During the

last four years we witnessed the benefits of maintaining friendly
relations with India, Japan, China, Pakistan and other Asian
countries. [ am committed to continue these friendly relations in the
political, economic, defence, trade and cultural arena.

I will maintain the dignity of my country in foreign relations and
will initiate a new programme to forge relations with countries."

This is what His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa
promised to the nation at the last General Election. Today
we see the fruition of its full results. Although there have
been various vicious attempts made by certain quarters -
NGOs, the diaspora and even local conspirators - to
dissuade Commonwealth countries from attending the
CHOGM, nothing worked as they dreamt; everything is
going very smooth.

The Commonwealth is a voluntary association of 54
countries that supports each other and works together
towards shared goals in democracy and development. The
Commonwealth is a home to two billion citizens of all
faiths and ethnicities and includes some of the world's
largest, smallest, richest and poorest countries. Over half
of its citizens are 25 or under. This is the most significant
factor to note.

Now, when you hold this Conference here, these
Heads of Nations will represent two billion citizens of the
world. The Association has roots as far back as the 1870s.
It was reconstituted in 1949 when the Commonwealth
Prime Ministers met and adopted the London Declaration
where it was agreed that all member countries would be
freely and equally associated. The Commonwealth
believes in the best democracies achieved through
partnership of government business and civil society.
When we are holding this in our soil, it is a very
opportune moment for us to showcase the post-conflict
developments in Sri Lanka and the opportunity available
for economic co-operation.
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God has given this opportunity for us! The values are
protected at Government level by the Commonwealth
Ministerial Action Group.

So, my endeavour today, through this Motion, is to
make an appeal to the Government to make our people
understand and realize the value of such a massive Heads
of Governments converging here because it is such a
gigantic task to achieve by a small country like ours. I
believe this will be the most significant event after the
Non-Aligned Summit which took place in 1976 at the
newly-built Bandaranaike = Memorial International
Conference Hall under the Chairmanship of the late Hon.
(Mrs.) Sirimavo Bandaranaike. This certainly will help
our nation to leap forward. We have to admit that all the
countries are convinced that there is peace in this country
and this country has a future. We can impart the rich
qualities of our histroy, culture and heritage to the West,
the East and to the Middle-East countries. That is why I
say that no power will be able to dissuade those countries
from attening this Commonwealth Moot. All those will be
simply futile attempts.

Sir, I would now like to quote St. 60 of "Everlasting
Mercy" by Masefield, this important axiom:

"States are not made, nor patched; they grow,

Grow slow through centuries of pain,
And grow correctly in the main,

But only grow by certain laws

Of certain bits in certain jaws."

Then, look at what is stated in Section 6 of "Annals" -
Book iii by Tacitus on Commonwealth. I quote:

"Chiefs are mortal, the commonwealth is eternal."

Then, again, Edmund Burke in his speech in the
House of Commons on 11™ February, 1780 beautifully
portrays the beauty of the Commonwealth. He said, I
quote:

"Individuals pass like shadows; but the commonwealth is fixed and
eternal."

So, we are going to have eternal peace and prosperity
in this country after holding the CHOGM.

I am very much confident that our amiable, genius,
genial, great Professor, the Hon. G.L. Peiris, who is
heading the foreign sector of our country as the Minister
of External Affairs has taken all the initiatives and he has
left no stone unturned, to make this momentous event a
success that is so well deserved.
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Some people who are born in this country, breathe the
air of this country, and drink the water of this country, go
abroad and say, "Do not come to Sri Lanka, do not give
aid and assistance to Sri Lanka". Certain other devious
methods they adopt unashamedly. His Excellency the
President himself has said, "Of course, we are getting
loans. They are well spent for development projects.
Which is the country that do not get loans?" Even
America is supposed to be borrowing loans from China
now. The impression that has been created in China about
Sri Lanka is amazing.

Recently, I had the good fortune of going to China
with His Excellency the President on his official visit.
The Minister of External Affairs and others were in this
entourage. The Chinese are very convinced about Sri
Lanka. A record number of bilateral relationship and
"Leader to Leader" agreements were signed on that
occasion. Not only that, they are very convinced about
the progress and development that has been made after 30
years of prolonged war, which the world has not seen in
recent history. The country is progressing tremendously.
So, they are willing to help. ewicd 91 Wm0 »®, Ew»
CATTD »OOsT Dtdws WOTHO HODE »HO® ®»YS ¢¢g
DO, i eemh. atn S8 gud cedm 8. | have
the "Mahinda Chintana" here with me. The Chinese
Government is so convinced that they have translated the
"Mahinda Chintana" fully into the Chinese language.

Sir, I must relate this story to you:

The Hon. (Prof.)) G.L. Peiris, Minister of External
Affairs held a press conference after signing the
agreements between our Leader and the Chinese Leader,
Xi Jinping. At that conference, a young talented Chinese
female journalist asked, "What is 'Mahinda Chintana'?"
They know English very well. They have mastered the
language. They are masters at everything. At that time,
the Hon. Minister told Ambassador Ranjit Uyangoda to
please make available to them the Chinese translation of
the "Mahinda Chintana". The "Mahinda Chintana" has
been translated into the Chinese language by Professor
Ma Zhongwen of Jinan University in Guangzhou. Sir,
this is an amazing story of modern Sri Lanka. Where on
this earth has a policy statement of a leader or a political
party been translated into another language and published
as a book in this country? Later, Ambassador Ranjit
Uyangoda told me that copies of the "Mahinda Chintana"
have been distributed to them and they are doing an in-
depth study about the significance of the "Mahinda
Chintana."

They want to study how this revolution - a miracle -
has taken place in Sri Lanka. Therefore, we all are very
happy that the Heads of Government from
Commonwealth nations are coming to Sri Lanka. Not
only that, Sir, as the Head of the host country, His
Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa will be entitled
to be the Chairman of the Commonwealth for the next
two years. This will grant him an unparallel opportunity
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to be a leader on the world stage. He will be the leader of
the 54 Commonwealth nations for the next two years.
Feel jealous, if you like.
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So, Sir, the Heads of Government will participate in
conferences and visit various parts of the country. The
main meetings will be held in Colombo, Kandy and
Hambantota - the new "land" of Sri Lanka. Our economic
revival will be showcased to the world through
Hambantota, for sure.

There was a recommendation made on Cricket. I
would also agree with it. The Commonwealth has a
wealth of cricketers. It is the Queen’s country, the Great
Britain, that introduced Cricket to the world sports.
England, New Zealand, Australia, Zimbabwe, India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh all play serious Cricket. They
can play a match - Sri Lanka Vs. the rest of the
Commonwealth countries. We welcome such a move. We
understand that such a move is being very seriously
worked out.

o6 @8F peedms Pum (D188 wE®sTm Bewlus
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(The Hon. Earl Gunasekara - Deputy Minister of Plantation
Industries)

A business forum will also be there.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Yes, a business forum will also be there. Now, you
can see we are inviting foreign investors to our country.
They would be going to Jaffna through the A9 road or
they would fly. What would they see? They would see a
completely different land of revival and survival. Last
time when a Commonwealth Parliamentary Delegation
came here, I had the opportunity of accompanying them
to Jaffna through the A9 road. I took the microphone in
that luxury coach on the way and gave a full description
of the landscape before and after the war. The Hon.
Abdulla Shahid, the Speaker of the People’s Majlis of
Republic of Maldives and some delegates who came from
Canada told me “We want to come here with our families
to see Jaffna and enjoy our holiday next time”.

o6 ¢8E pemeLdms Ovwm
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(The Hon. Earl Gunasekara)

Including the "Mahinda Chintana".
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Yes, I explained to them that all these great strides
made in the field of development in the North has taken
place after the implementation of the "Mahinda
Chintana". Then, of course, they said, “We want to come
here with our families to see Jaffna and enjoy a holiday”.
They were convinced to that extent.

I was talking about cricket. His Excellency the
President is very eager to recruit talented cricketers from
Jaffna to the National Team. Three lads have already
been selected from Jaffna and are being coached in
Colombo. A coaching camp was held in Colombo with
the great speedsters Chaminda Vass and Ravindra
Pushpakumara.

This is the new world we see! As I told you the other
day, people who cannot see the good side of life are
really blind, not the people who are blind at their birth.
So, we see the road is open for us. We see a great future
for us and I want the Hon. Minister to exercise some
more powers and also to put more pressure. I am very
much convinced and I know the talented, able and
amiable staff that the Secretary to the Ministry of
External Affairs, Mr. Karunatilaka Amunugama has. 1
have accompanied them on several visits with our
President to other countries. They are very clever; they
can match - may [ say - any able bureaucrats or foreign
service staff in any other country. You could see that they
are perhaps unmatched and they are the wealth of the
Ministry of External Affairs. So, we are going to have a
wealth of expertise, knowledge and development.
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(The Hon. Earl Gunasekara )
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
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Therefore, Sir, as 1 said earlier, it is a golden
opportunity that we have. Colombo will be the centre,
the Capital hosting the CHOGM. After it was held in
Perth, Australia, we are going to have it here now.
Therefore, Sir, I only appeal to the good senses of the
Hon. Members of the Opposition, including the Leader of
the Opposition, the Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe, do not
attempt to defile our culture, our status as a nation and
our good name; do not spread scurrilous literature abroad.
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Today, what happened when the Hon. Ranjan
Ramanayake spoke? He condemned the Shariah law. It is
practised in Saudi Arabia. You know, Sir, the seriousness
of that statement. He should be declared an apostate. |
asked the Hon. Leader of the Opposition at that time,
“What do you say? Is this your party policy?” Nobody
can challenge the Quranic laws, the Divine law. You can
speak about or criticize Buddhist history or other history
but you can never challenge or find fault with Pirith or
Dhammapada. So, the Quran, in its pristine form is
unchallenged in the world.

GR350 O3B0
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please, try to wind up now.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Okay. Therefore, Sir, I would ask them to refrain
from such dubious attempts. In the name of Allah, I
would say we are on the correct path and this country
would be further blessed after holding the CHOGM. We
hail the leadership of His Excellency President Mahinda
Rajapaksa to whom Ban Ki-moon, the Secretary-General
of the United Nations said - when we had a meeting with
him outside the UN General Assembly - “You are a great
leader that we find in Asia. I would ask you take the
leadership of Asia". So, that is our proud President!

Thank you, Sir.

G200 OB @
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(The Presiding Member)

Thank you very much. The next speaker is the Hon.
Sri Ranga.
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(The Hon. J. Sri Ranga)
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.46 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Thursday,
11th July, 2013.
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