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  Hon. John Amaratunga   

  Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam  

  Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe 

  Hon. (Mrs) Vijayakala Maheswaran,— Select Committee of Parliament to inquire   

    and  report on the prison riot which took place on November 9th, 2012,— 
 

Whereas a prison riot of enormous magnitude took place on the night of                        

November 9th, 2012 and continued till early hours of  November 10th, 2012 and has 

resulted in nearly 30 deaths and equal number of injured including the Deputy Inspector 

General of Police, Commandant of the Special Task Force; 
 

And whereas this is not the first time that such occurrences have happened within 

prisons; 
 

And whereas it appears that these incidents happened because of corruption in the 

system; 
 

This House resolves that a Select Committee of Parliament be appointed to inquire and 

report on— 

(a) what was the immediate cause of this riot; 

(b) what sparks off prison riots so often; 

(c) what are the long standing issues that effect prison discipline; 

(d) what steps need to be taken in the short term and the long term to prevent 

such occurrences; 

(e) any other matters that the Committee feels are relevant. 

 

2.  (a)  That the Committee and its Chairman shall be nominated by Mr. Speaker. 

 (b)   That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 95, the Committee           

        shall consist of not more than twenty one (21) Members. 



 

(2) 

 3.   That the Committee shall have the power to: 

(a) fix its quorum; 

(b) send for persons, papers and records, may order any person to attend before 

Parliament or before such Committee, and to produce any paper, book, 

record or document in the possession or under the control of such person; 

(c) verify or otherwise ascertain by the oral examination of witnesses and 

examine witnesses upon oath or affirmation which the Chairman of the 

Committee or a person specially authorized for that purpose may administer; 

(d) obtain the services of Specialists and Experts in the relevant fields to assist 

the Committee ; and 

(e) make interim reports from time to time and to sit notwithstanding any 

adjournment of Parliament. 
     

4.  The Committee shall make its Report within one year of the date of its first sitting or   

      such other or further time as Parliament may grant. 


