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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS 

1/2024 
Hon. Hesha Withanage,—To ask the Minister of Women and Child Affairs,— (1) 

(a) Will she inform this House — 

(i) of the number of early childhood development centres in existence 

in Sri Lanka;  

(ii) of the number of centres which have obtained registration with the 

government; 

(iii) whether early childhood development centres are allowed to 

operate  without government registration; and 

(iv) of the basic qualifications, that need be completed before operating 

an early childhood development centre? 

(b) Will he also inform the House — 

(i) whether there is an action plan for monitoring early childhood 

development centres; and 

(ii) if so, what that course of action?  

(c) If not, why?  

57/2024 
Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri ,—To ask the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security 

and Cooperative Development,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) whether he is aware that an widespread dialogue took place in the 
society recently regarding the garlic fraud; 

(ii) whether an investigation has been conducted regarding the fraud 
concerned;  

(iii) if so, what its details are; 



 

(2) 

 (iv) of the names of persons and institutions involved in the fraud; 

(v) of the loss caused by the fraud; and  

(vi) of the measures that have been taken so far and what future 
measures are going to be taken regarding the fraud, separately? 

(b) If not, why?  

64/2024 
Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam,—To ask the Minister of Agriculture, 

Livestock, Land and Irrigation,— (1) 

(a) Is he aware that — 

(i) the grasslands that available for the livestock of about six hundred 

thousand in number in Keviliyamadu belonging to the Manmunei 

Southwest Divisional Secretariat Division, Mailaththa Madu 

belonging to the Koralepattu South Divisional Secretariat Division 

and Unnichchei belonging to the Manmunai West Divisional 

Secretariat Division within the Batticaloa District; and  

(ii) nevertheless, the grass lands concerned have not been gazetted as 

“livestock grasslands” so far?  

(b) Will he inform this House — 

(i) of the reason for the abovementioned grasslands have not been 

gazetted as “livestock grasslands”; and 

(ii) the measures that steps are going to be taken in this regard?  

(c) If not, why?  

77/2024 
Hon. Rohana Bandara, — To ask the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land and 

Irrigation,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) of the purpose of establishing the Farmers’ Pension Scheme; 

(ii) of the benefits received by farmers from the Farmers’ Pension 
Scheme at present; and 

(iii) the measures that would be adopted to further promote the Farmers’ 
Pension Scheme?  

(b) Will he also inform this House — 

(i) of the sources that fund the Agricultural and Agrarian Insurance 
Board; and 

(ii) the measures that would be adopted to make the Board more 
efficient? 

(c) If not, why?   



 

(3) 

 85/2024 

Hon. Kins Nelson,—To ask the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land and    

Irrigation,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) of the date on which the President summoned a report concerning 
the existing paddy stocks; 

(ii) of the institutions / persons who maintain stocks of paddy according 
to the report referred to above; 

(iii) the volumes of paddy maintained by each such institution / person 
separately; and  

(iv) of the measures that have been adopted so far for controlling the 
price of rice?  

(b) If not, why?  

96/2024 
Hon. Chamara Sampath Dassanayake, — To ask the Minister of Finance, Planning and 

Economic Development,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) separately of the number of officials who participated representing 

the Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic Development and 

the Central Bank of Sri Lanka in the discussions that were held with 

the International Monetary Fund recently in Washington DC, USA; 

(ii) of the amount that was spent on their air tickets and on travelling 

separately in US dollars and in Sri Lankan rupees; 

(iii) of the amounts that were paid to the companies named Lazard and 

Clifford Chance for the abovementioned discussions; and 

(iv) of the nature of the benefits accrued to Sri Lanka from the said 

discussions? 

(b) If not, why?  

99/2024 
Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara,— To ask the Minister of Power,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) of the number of times the prices of fuels were increased from 

21.10.2024 to 30.11.2024; 

(ii) of the revised price of each type of fuel at each such revision, 

separately; 



 

(4) 

 (iii) whether the revisions of prices of fuel were carried out according to 

the formula for fuel prices; and 

(iv) which should have been the actual revised prices at each time the 

prices were revised in respect of each fuel type, separately if it had 

been done according to the formula? 

(b) Will he also inform this House — 

(i) whether he accepts the fuel price formula introduced by the previous 

government;  

(ii) if not, the reasons for not accepting the fuel price formula; and 

(iii) of the steps that will be taken to give fuel consumers of Sri Lanka 

the benefit of the reduction in prices of fuel in the international 

market? 

(c) If not, why?  

106/2024 

Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha,— To ask the Prime Minister and Minister of Education, 

Higher Education and Vocational Education,— (1) 

(a) Will she inform this House of — 

(i) the number of faculties that were initially proposed to be established 

at the Wayamba University of Sri Lanka when it was first started;  

(ii) the names of the said faculties;  

(iii) the number of faculties that have been established there so far; 

(iv) the reasons for not establishing the Faculty of Engineering of the 

University concerned; and  

(v) the measures that will be taken to establish the Engineering faculty 

concerned? 

(b) If not, why? 

129/2024 

  Hon. Rauf Hakeem,— To ask the Minister of  Health and Mass Media,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House— 

(i) the number of bodies cremated following the government's decision 

to dispose the bodies of persons who died of COVID-19 infection 

by cremation; 

(ii) the name, gender, race, religion, name of the next of kin, address, 

date, and place of cremation of each deceased person, separately; 

and 



 

(5) 

 (iii) the death certificate number, the date of registration of death and the 

relevant district for each of the above-mentioned deceased, 

separately? 

(b) If not, why? 

131/2024 

Hon. Chithral Fernando,—To ask the Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher 

Education and Vocational Education,— (1) 

(a) Will he inform this House — 

(i) of the number of national schools that are in existence within the 

Puttalam District; 

(ii) of the number of educational zones that are situated within the 

District concerned;  

(iii) of the number of vacancies exist for teachers within each of the 

educational zones concerned in respect of each subject separately; 

and  

(iv) of measures that will be taken to give a permanent solution to the 

scarcity of teachers prevailing in the Puttalam District 

(b) If not, why?  
 

 

 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 

* 

The  Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Resolution under paragraph 02 of Article 150 of the Constitution of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka to submit a Vote on Account in terms of the 

subsection (1) of section 23 of the Public Financial Management Act, No.44 of 2024,— 

In terms of paragraph (2) of Article 150 of the Constitution, this Parliament resolves 

that during the period commencing on January 1, 2025 and ending on the day 

immediately preceding the date of commencement of the Appropriation Act providing 

for the services of the financial year 2025 or ending on April 30, 2025 whichever date 

occurs first— 

(a) sums not exceeding rupees one thousand four hundred and two billion eight 

hundred and eighty six million two hundred and sixty three thousand 

(Rs.1,402,886,263,000) shall be payable out of the Consolidated Fund of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka for the services specified in the First 

Schedule to this Resolution, (being services in respect of which provision for 

expenditure was made by the Appropriation Act, No.34 of 2023 and by 

Supplementary Estimates) and that the said sums may be expended during the 

aforesaid period, in the manner specified  in such schedule; and 



 

(6) 

 (b) sums not exceeding rupees four thousand one hundred and ninty seven billion 

one hundred and thirteen million seven hundred and thirty seven thousand 

(Rs.4,197,113,737,000) shall be payable out of the Consolidated Fund of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka for the services specified in the 

Second Schedule to this Resolution (for expenditure pertaining to providing for 

the services authorized by laws to be charged to the Consolidated Fund) and that 

the said sums may be expended during the aforesaid period, in the manner 

specified in such Schedule; and 

(c) sums not exceeding rupees five billion (Rs. 5,000,000,000) in the aggregate, 

shall be payable by way of advances out of the Consolidated Fund of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka for the services specified in Column 

I of the Third Schedule to this Resolution and that the debits incurred in respect 

of any such services during the aforesaid period, shall not exceed the maximum 

limits as specified in the corresponding entry in Column II of that Schedule; and 

(d) sums not exceeding rupees four thousand billion (Rs. 4,000,000,000,000) shall 

be proceeds as loans to be raised in terms of relevant laws whether in or outside 

Sri Lanka, for and on behalf of the Government, in respect of which provision 

for expenditure for providing such services mentioned in the schedules to this 

Resolution and the details of such loans shall be incorporated in the Reports 

which is required to be tabled in Parliament under paragraph (d) of       

subsection (2) of section 50 and paragraph (d)  of subsection (2) of section 51 of 

the Public Financial Management Act, No. 44 of 2024; and 

(e) Any money allocated to Recurrent Expenditure or Capital Expenditure under the 

"Development Activities" Programme, appearing under the Head No 240 - 

"Department of National Budget" specified in the First Schedule of this 

resolution, may be transferred subject to guidelines specified in the Fourth 

Schedule to this Resolution, to any other Programme under any other Head in 

that Schedule, by Order of the Secretary to the Treasury or by Order either of a 

Deputy Secretary to the Treasury or the Director General of  the National 

Budget Department, who may be authorized in that behalf by the Secretary to 

the Treasury. The money so transferred shall be deemed to be a supplementary 

allocation made to the particular Ministry, and a report containing the amount of 

money so transferred and the reasons for the transfer, shall be submitted to 

Parliament within two months of the date of the said transfer.    

 

 



 

(7) 
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(Cabinet  approval  signified.) 

 

 



 

(28) 

 * 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Supplementary Sum,— Head 241— Programme 01— † That this 

Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding Rupees One hundred thirty 

billion (Rs. 130,000,000,000) shall be payable out of the Consolidated Fund of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund or finances possessed by 

the Government or any loan obtained by the Government at the discretion of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of the financial year 

commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on December 31, 2024 and that, the said 

sum may be expended in the manner specified in the schedule hereto:— 

Schedule 

 
(Cabinet approval signified.) 

†Vide Supplementary Estimate No. 2 of 2024 presented on 03rd December, 2024 

Total of Supplementary Estimate No. 1  Rs. 8,750,000,000/= 
 

* 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Supplementary Sum,— Head 249— Programme 01— † That this 

Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding Rupees Eighteen billion (Rs. 

18,000,000,000) shall be payable out of the Consolidated Fund of the Democratic 

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund or finances possessed by the 

Government or any loan obtained by the Government at the discretion of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of the financial year 

commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on December 31, 2024 and that, the said 

sum may be expended in the manner specified in the schedule hereto :— 

Schedule 

 

(Cabinet approval signified.) 

 

†Vide Supplementary Estimate No. 3 of 2024 presented on 03rd December, 2024 

Total of Supplementary Estimates Nos. 1 and 2 Rs. 138,750,000,000/= 

Head : 241 Department of Public Enterprises 

Programme :  01 Operational Activities     

      Recurrent Expenditure Rs.  130,000,000,000   

      Total Expenditure Rs.  130,000,000,000   

Head : 249 Department of Treasury Operations 

Programme :  01 Operational Activities     

      Recurrent Expenditure Rs.  18,000,000,000   

      Total Expenditure Rs.  18,000,000,000   



 

(29) 

 * 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Supplementary Sum,— Head 243— Programme 01— † That this 

Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding Rupees Thirty two thousand 

six hundred forty-one million (Rs. 32,641,000,000) shall be payable out of the 

Consolidated Fund of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund 

or finances possessed by the Government or any loan obtained by the Government at 

the discretion of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of the 

financial year commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on December 31, 2024 and 

that, the said sum may be expended in the manner specified in the schedule hereto:— 
 

Schedule 

 
(Cabinet approval signified.) 

 

†Vide Supplementary Estimate No. 4 of 2024 presented on 03rd December, 2024 

Total of Supplementary Estimates Nos. 1 to 3  Rs. 156,750,000,000/= 
 

* 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Supplementary Sum,— Head 126— Programme 01— † That this 

Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding Rupees Nine thousand eight 

hundred twenty-nine million (Rs. 9,829,000,000) shall be payable out of the 

Consolidated Fund of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund 

or finances possessed by the Government or any loan obtained by the Government at 

the discretion of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of the 

financial year commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on December 31, 2024 and 

that, the said sum may be expended in the manner specified in the schedule hereto :— 
 

Schedule 

 
(Cabinet approval signified.) 

 

†Vide Supplementary Estimate No. 5 of 2024 presented on 03rd December, 2024 

Total of Supplementary Estimates Nos. 1 to 4 Rs. 189,391,000,000/= 

Head : 243 Department of Development Finance 

Programme :  01 Operational Activities     

      Recurrent Expenditure Rs.  32,641,000,000   

      Total Expenditure Rs.  32,641,000,000   

Head : 126 Minister of Education 

Programme :  01 Operational Activities     

      Recurrent Expenditure Rs.   9,829,000,000   

      Total Expenditure Rs.  9,829,000,000   



 

(30) 

 * 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Supplementary Sum,— Head 224— Programme 01— † That this 

Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding Rupees Eight thousand three 

hundred thirty-one million (Rs. 8,331,000,000) shall be payable out of the Consolidated 

Fund of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund or finances 

possessed by the Government or any loan obtained by the Government at the discretion 

of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of the financial year 

commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on December 31, 2024 and that, the said 

sum may be expended in the manner specified in the schedule hereto:— 
 

Schedule 

 
(Cabinet approval signified.) 

 

†Vide Supplementary Estimate No. 6 of 2024 presented on 03rd December, 2024 

Total of Supplementary Estimates Nos. 1 to 5 Rs. 199,220,000,000/= 
   

* 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Supplementary Sum,— Head 253— Programme 01— † That this 

Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding Rupees One thousand four 

hundred million (Rs. 1,400,000,000) shall be payable out of the Consolidated Fund of 

the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund or finances possessed 

by the Government or any loan obtained by the Government at the discretion of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of the financial year 

commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on December 31, 2024 and that, the said 

sum may be expended in the manner specified in the schedule hereto:— 

Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Cabinet approval signified.) 

 

†Vide Supplementary Estimate No. 7 of 2024 presented on 03rd December, 2024 

Total of Supplementary Estimates Nos. 1 to 6 Rs. 207,551,000,000/= 

Head : 224 Sri Lanka Airforce 

Programme :  01 Operational Activities     

      Capital Expenditure Rs.  8,331,000,000   

      Total Expenditure Rs.  8,331,000,000   

Head : 253 Department of Pensions 

Programme :  1 Operational Activities     

      Recurrent Expenditure Rs.   1,400,000,000 

               Total Expenditure Rs.  1,400,000,000 



 

(31) 

 * 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Supplementary Sum,— Head 102— Programme 01— † That this 

Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding Rupees Three thousand two 

hundred thirteen million (Rs. 3,213,000,000) shall be payable out of the Consolidated 

Fund of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund or finances 

possessed by the Government or any loan obtained by the Government at the discretion 

of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of the financial year 

commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on December 31, 2024 and that, the said 

sum may be expended in the manner specified in the schedule hereto:— 

Schedule 

 
(Cabinet approval signified.) 

 

†Vide Supplementary Estimate No. 8 of 2024 presented on 03rd December, 2024 

Total of Supplementary Estimates Nos. 1 to 7 Rs. 208,951,000,000/= 

* 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Supplementary Sum,— Head 151— Programme 02— † That this 

Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding Rupees One thousand five 

hundred thirty three million (Rs. 1,533,000,000) shall be payable out of the 

Consolidated Fund of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund 

or finances possessed by the Government or any loan obtained by the Government at 

the discretion of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of the 

financial year commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on December 31, 2024 and 

that, the said sum may be expended in the manner specified in the schedule hereto :— 

Schedule 

 

(Cabinet approval signified.) 

 

†Vide Supplementary Estimate No. 9 of 2024 presented on 03rd December, 2024 

Total of Supplementary Estimates Nos. 1 to 8 Rs. 212,164,000,000/= 

Head : 102 Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National 
Policies 

Programme :  01 Operational Activities     

      Recurrent Expenditure Rs.   3,213,000,000 

      Total Expenditure Rs.   3,213,000,000 

Head : 151 Minister of Fisheries 

Programme :  02 Development Activities     

      Capital Expenditure Rs.  1,533,000,000   

      Total Expenditure Rs.  1,533,000,000   



 

(32) 

 
* 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Supplementary Sum,— Head 111— Programme 01— † That this 

Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding Rupees Ten thousand eight 

hundred twenty-six million (Rs. 10,826,000,000) shall be payable out of the 

Consolidated Fund of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund 

or finances possessed by the Government or any loan obtained by the Government at 

the discretion of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of the 

financial year commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on December 31, 2024 and 

that, the said sum may be expended in the manner specified in the schedule hereto :— 

Schedule 

(Cabinet approval signified.) 

 

†Vide Supplementary Estimate No. 10 of 2024 presented on 03rd December, 2024 

Total of Supplementary Estimates Nos. 1 to 9 Rs. 213,697,000,000/= 

* 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Supplementary Sum,— Head 126— Programme 01— † That this 

Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding Rupees One thousand eight 

hundred million (Rs. 1,800,000,000) shall be payable out of the Consolidated Fund of 

the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund or finances possessed 

by the Government or any loan obtained by the Government at the discretion of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of the financial year 

commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on December 31, 2024 and that, the said 

sum may be expended in the manner specified in the schedule hereto:— 

Schedule 

 
(Cabinet approval signified.) 

 

†Vide Supplementary Estimate No. 11 of 2024 presented on 03rd December, 2024 

Total of Supplementary Estimates Nos. 1 to 10 Rs. 224,523,000,000/= 

Head : 126 Minister of Education 

Programme :  01 Operational Activities     

      Recurrent Expenditure Rs.    1,800,000,000   

      Total Expenditure Rs.  1,800,000,000   

Head : 111 Minister of Health 

Programme :  01 Operational Activities     

      Recurrent Expenditure Rs.  10,826,000,000   

      Total Expenditure Rs.  10,826,000,000   



 

(33) 

 * 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Supplementary Sum,— Head 103— Programme 01— † That this 

Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding Rupees Four hundred million  

(Rs. 400,000,000) shall be payable out of the Consolidated Fund of the Democratic 

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund or finances possessed by the 

Government or any loan obtained by the Government at the discretion of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of the financial year 

commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on December 31, 2024 and that, the said 

sum may be expended in the manner specified in the schedule hereto:— 

Schedule 

 
(Cabinet approval signified.) 

 

†Vide Supplementary Estimate No. 12 of 2024 presented on 03rd December, 2024 

Total of Supplementary Estimates Nos. 1 to 11 Rs. 226,323,000,000/= 

* 

The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education,— Supplementary Sum,— Head 232— Programme 01— † That this 

Parliament resolves that, an additional sum not exceeding Rupees one thousand four 

hundred million (Rs. 1,400,000,000) shall be payable out of the Consolidated Fund of 

the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka or any other fund or finances possessed 

by the Government or any loan obtained by the Government at the discretion of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, for the services of the financial year 

commencing on January 01, 2024 and ending on December 31, 2024 and that, the said 

sum may be expended in the manner specified in the schedule hereto:— 

Schedule 

 
(Cabinet approval signified.) 

†Vide Supplementary Estimate No. 13 of 2024 presented on 03rd December, 2024 

Total of Supplementary Estimate Nos. 1 to 12 Rs. 226,723,000,000/= 
 

*    Indicates Government Business. 

Head : 103 Minister of Defence 

Programme :  02 Development Activities     

      Capital Expenditure Rs.  400,000,000   

      Total Expenditure Rs.  400,000,000   

Head : 232 Department of Prison 

Programme :  1 Operational Activities     

      Recurrent Expenditure Rs.   1,400,000,000 

                  Total Expenditure Rs.  1,400,000,000 


