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Report of the Committee

The Ministerial Consultative Committee on Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local Government at its meeting
held on 14" February 2025 in Parliament considered the following Bill and Annual Reports.

Date of the Meeting: 14.02.2025 Time: 1.30 p.m.

Committee Members Present

e Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna (Chair)
e Hon. P. Ruwan Senarath (Deputy Minister)
e Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala

e Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi

e Hon. Chaminda Lalith Kumara

e Hon. (Mrs.) Samanmali Gunasingha

e Hon. M.A.M. Thahir

e Hon. Dharmapriya Dissanayake

e Hon. Nishantha Perera

e Hon. Lal Premanath

e Hon. Asitha Niroshana Egoda Vithana

e Hon. Dinindu Saman

e Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi

e Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Herath, Attorney at Law

Non - Committee Members Present

Hon. Sajith Premadasa

Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney at Law
Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney at Law
Hon. Ajith P. Perera

Hon. K. Kader Masthan

Hon. T.K. Jayasundara

Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe

Secretary to the Committee:
e Mr. D.D.U.K. Munasinghe, Assistant Director (Administration)

Officials Present

e Mr. S. Alokabandara, Secretary, Ministry of Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local Government

e Officials of the Ministry of Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local Government and the Institutes
coming under the purview of the Ministry of Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local Government

e Officials of the Attorney General’s Department

o Officials of the Legal Draftsman’s Department

Matters Considered
e Local Authorities Elections (Special Provisions) Bill
(Presented to Parliament on 09.01.2025)

An act to provide for the calling of fresh nominations and the holding of elections in respect of certain local authorities
where the elections of such local authorities have been called and postponed; and to provide for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto.

Furthermore, subsequent to passing of the Local Authorities Elections (Amendment) Act, No. 30 of 2023, provisions
should be made for young representations of 25% in nomination papers presented at an Election of Local Authorities.

e Annual Reports of the Distance Learning Centre for the years 2020 and 2021
(Presented to Parliament on 07.01.2025)

Decision of the Committee on the Bill & Annual Reports

Despite the Members of the Opposition having proposed amendments to the Local Authorities Elections (Special
Provisions) Bill, it has been informed that since the considered bill is a special provisions bill, those amendments could not
be considered at this point, and amendments would be taken into consideration for the Local Authorities Elections
(Amendment) Act, No. 30 of 2023, in the future.

Accordingly, the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government, agreed to the above mentioned bill, as well as to the considered annual reports referred to the committee by
Parliament.

The Committee resolved that the Report of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Public Administration, Provincial
Councils and Local Government, regarding the aforesaid Bill and Annual Reports, thereon be presented to Parliament on
February 17th 2025, By Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna, Chair of the Committee.



