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Report of the Committee

The Committee on Public Finance at the join meeting with the Ministerial Consultative
Committee on Trade, Commerce and Food Security and Cooperative Development on 05 February
2025, considered the following Regulations:

o Regulations under Section 204 read with Sections 160A, 161B, 161C, 161D, 161E,
161F, 161G, 1611, 161K and 161L of the Intellectual Property Act, No. 36 of 2003
(Published in the Gazette Extraordinary 2407/07 dated 22.10.2024 and presented to Parliament

on 21.01.2025)
Date Considered by the Committee: 05.02.2025 11.00 a.m..

Members of the Committee on Public Finance Present

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, M.P., (Chair)

Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, M.P.,

Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma, M.P.,

Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, M.P.,

Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne, M.P.,

Hon. Arkam llyas, M.P.,

Hon. Nimal Palihena, M.P.,

Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake, M.P.,

Hon. Thilina Samarakoon, M.P.,

0. Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney at Law, M.P.,

RBoo~Nooor~wNE

The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe, the Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Trade,
Commerce and Food Security and Cooperative Development including the Committee Members.

Officials present at the Meeting

1. Mr.K.A.Vimalenthirarajah, Secretary, Ministry of Trade, Commerce, Food Security & Co-
operative Development
2. Ms. Geethanjalee R. Ranawake, Director General of the National Intellectual Property Office;

and other related Officers

Regulations under Section 204 read with Sections 160A, 161B, 161C, 161D, 161E, 161F,
161G, 1611, 161K and 161L of the Intellectual Property Act, No. 36 of 2003

Introduction
Geographical Indications (Gls) are a form of intellectual property similar to patents, trademarks and

copyrights. However, Gls are distinctive signs used on products, having a specific geographical origin
while possessing qualities, reputation or characteristics due to the origin. It serves as recognition of the
product's geographical roots and the traditional knowledge or methods or processes used in their
production. Presently, Gls are legally protected by national laws, regional agreements and international
frameworks such as Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights Agreement of the World
Trade Organization. The primary objective of this protection is to prevent unauthorized use and maintain
the authenticity and economic value of the products and thereby assuring the genuine quality of such
products for consumers. As per the decision of the Cabinet of Ministers, approval was given to amend
the Intellectual Property Act No. 36 of 2003, which is primarily governed the legal system for
geographical indications, and accordingly, the Intellectual Property (Amendment) Act No. 8 of 2022
was enacted while incorporating necessary provisions for the registration of Gls. According to the
Intellectual Property Act No. 36 of 2003, a geographical indication is an indication which identifies any
good as originating in the territory of a country or a region or locality in that territory where a given
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quality, reputation or other characteristics of the good is essentially attributable to its geographical
origin. Gls largely contribute to the commercialization of a certain product as it symbolizes the quality,
nature or reputation and value of the relevant product. An applicant intending to register a geographical
indication under the Intellectual Property Act No. 36 of 2003 shall make an application for such purpose
in the form specified in the First Schedule to this regulation hereto along with the required
documentation specified in the application and the application processing fee specified in the Second
Schedule, to the Director General.

Observations of the Committee

° This Regulation will support to prevent competitors or other parties from improperly using the
Geographical Indication certification of certain goods.

. Accordingly, the registration of local and foreign Gls in Sri Lanka leads to the settlement of
many disputes encountered by producers, importers and exporters in the local and foreign
markets.

. It is able to increase the export earnings and to correctly identify the origin and quality of the
imported goods.

° Sri Lanka has obtained its first-ever Geographical Indication certification for Ceylon Cinnamon

in the European Union on 02" February 2022. Ceylon Cinnamon is now in the register of
protected designations of origin and Protected Geographical Indications (PGI). This process has
been initiated and implemented by the Sri Lanka Export Development Board with the assistance
of stakeholders in the Cinnamon industry. Accordingly, Ceylon Cinnamon has a competitive
advantage in the European market over substitute Cinnamon of lower quality.

Decision of the Committee

After consideration, the Committee agreed to the Regulations under Section 204 read with Sections
160A, 161B, 161C, 161D, 161E, 161F, 161G, 161l, 161K and 161L of the Intellectual Property Act,
No. 36 of 2003 and decided that the Report of the Committee on Public Finance thereon be presented
to Parliament on the 06" February, 2025, by the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, Chair of the Committee.



