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Report of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Power & Energy
on

Regulations made by the Minister of Power and Energy under Section 48 read with Sections 4(a) and
16(4) of the Petroleum Resources Act, No. 21 of 2021 and under Section 48 read with Section 13(3)
of the Petroleum Resources Act, No. 21 of 2021 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.
2374/17 of 05th March 2024

Referred to the
Ministerial Consultative Committee on Power & Energy

Presented to Parliament by
The Minister of Power & Energy, Hon. Kanchana Wijesekara,
Chair of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Power & Energy

Tuesday, 041" June 2024
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Report of the Committee

The Ministerial Consultative Committee on Power & Energy, at its meeting held on 22" May 2024 in Parliament,
considered the following Regulations.

Date of the Meeting: 22.05.2024 Time: 02.00 p.m.

Committee Members Present

e Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera (Chair)

e Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath (State Minister)
e Hon. D. V. Chanaka (State Minister)

e Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda

Non-Committee Members Present

e Hon. Kapila Athukorala
e Hon. Akila Ellawala
e Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney at Law

Secretary to the Committee

e Ms. Himali Samaradiwakara, Assistant Director (Administration)

Officials Present

e Dr. Sulakshana Jayawardena, Secretary, Ministry of Power & Energy
o  Officers of Departments and Institutes come under the purview of the Ministry of Power & Energy

Matters Considered

e Regulations made by the Minister of Power and Energy under Section 48 read with Sections 4(a) and 16(4) of the
Petroleum Resources Act, No. 21 of 2021 and under Section 48 read with Section 13(3) of the Petroleum Resources
Act, No. 21 of 2021 and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2374/17 of 05th March 2024 (Presented to the
Parliament on 13.05.2024)

» Petroleum Resources (Exploration & Development Block Map) Regulations No. 01 of 2024

The Petroleum Resources (Exploration and Development Block Map) Regulations have laid down the procedure of preparing the
Block Map, such as, identify the suspected petroleum areas, obtained confirmation from the relevant government agencies for
preparing the Map including the identified areas, by obtain in the confirmation of the relevant government agencies, obtain the
approval of the Board of Directors to prepare the Map, submit the draft of the Map for the approval of the Minister and to publish the
Map in the government Gazette and the website of the Authority.

The regulations has provided that, in preparation of the Map, the country outline, maritime boundaries, and any other related maps
references is approved by the Surveyor - General shall be used for the purpose of demarcating the offshore graticular sections, the
Authority shall consult the Surveyor — General to demarcate the onshore graticular sections. Further, it has provided the elements to be
included in the Map. Such as; unique block reference number, coordinate system, projection, datum, scale, publishing entity details,
and any other relevant information. The Authority shall take steps to publish the Block Map by obtaining the approval of the
Minister. The Authority has the provisions to improve the Map if necessary by obtaining a special permission from the Minister.

» Petroleum Resources (Data Licensing) Regulations No. 02 of 2024

According to the said regulations, in order to access any petroleum data, it is mandatory to obtain a license from the Authority. An
application has to be forwarded to the Authority by mentioning the purpose of the access to the Petroleum Data, such as commercial,
educational or scientific.

The regulations has provided that, the Data Access License, Non - Disclosure Agreement, Data Licensing Agreement or Data
Sharing Agreement cannot be transferred and shall cease to be valid if the original applicant becomes a partner in a joint venture,
physically ceases to exist or otherwise changes his legal status, unless approved by the Authority. This is proceduralized the awarding
of Data Access License based on the requirement of the applicant and by executing the relevant agreement, such as Non - Disclosure
Agreement, Data Licensing Agreement or Data Sharing Agreement.

Decision of the Committee on the Regulations

After the consideration, the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Power & Energy, agreed to the above mentioned
Regulations referred to the Committee.

The Committee resolved that this Report of the Ministerial Consultative Committee on Power & Energy, thereon be
presented to Parliament on June 04" 2024, by the Hon. Kanchana Wijesekera, Chair of the Committee.



