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Report of the Committee

The Committee on Public Finance, at its meetings held on the 26t of September 2023 and
03rd of October 2023 considered the following Orders.

Date of the Meeting: 26.09.2023 Time: 11.30 a.m.

Matters Considered:

e Orders under the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007
(Published in the Gazettes Extraordinary Nos. 2332/14, 2332/53, 2337/16 and 2340/45
dated 17.05.2023, 20.05.2023, 22.06.2023 and 13.07.2023 respectively, presented to
Parliament on 19.09.2023 and referred to the Committee)

Members Present at the Meeting
Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva Chair)

Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law

Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka

Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage

Hon. Nimal Lanza

Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake

Hon. Madhura Withanage, Attorney-at-Law

Officials Present at the Meeting

Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies
Mr. W.A. Sarath Kumara, Deputy Secretary to the Treasury

Department of Trade and Investment Policy
Mr .K.A.Vimalenthirarajah, Director General

Mr. K.D.G Wasantha, Tariff Analyst

Department of Customs
Mr. B. Janadaran, Deputy Director

Mr. M.A.A. Shantha, Deputy Director
Department of Fiscal Policy

Mr. D. Wijesiriwardana, Director

Ms. W.A.T. Perera, Tax Advisor

Ms. J.A.D. Tharaka, Assistant Director

Ministry of Trade, Commerce and Food Security
Mr. A.M.P.M.B. Athapattu, Secretary

Mr. Kumudu Meegahage, Director

Consumer Affairs Authority

Mr. Sisira Shantha Niriella, Chairman
Mr. S.M. Peththavadu, Director General
Mrs. N. Jeganathan, Director

National Audit Office
Mr. E.M.K.M. Padmalal, Senior Assistant Auditor General

Observations and recommendations made by the Committee

i.  Gazettes Extraordinary Nos. 2332/53 and 2337/16 dated 20.05.2023 and
22.06.2023 respectively were approved.

ii. Gazettes Extraordinary Nos. 2332/14, and 2340/45 dated 17.05.2023, and
13.07.2023 respectively were decided to be re-considered.



Date of the Meeting: 03.10.2023 Time: 11.30 a.m.

Matters Considered:

Orders under the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007

(re-consideration)

(Published in the Gazettes Extraordinary Nos. 2332/14 and 2340/45 dated 17.05.2023
and 13.07.2023 respectively, presented to Parliament on 19.09.2023 and referred to the
Committee)

Members Present at the Meeting
Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva (Chair)

Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan

Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka

Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage
Hon. Nimal Lanza

Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna

Hon. (Dr.) Major Pradeep Undugoda
Hon. Isuru Dodangoda

Hon. M. W. D. Sahan Pradeep Withana
Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara

Officials Present at the Meeting

Department of Trade and Investment Policy
Mr .K.A.Vimalenthirarajah, Director General

Mr. K.D.G. Wasantha, Tariff Analyst
National Audit Office
Mr. E.M.K.M. Padmalal, Senior Assistant Auditor General

Observations and recommendations made by the Committee

I.

ii.

1ii.

iv.

The tax rate for the importation of maize for Thriposha production has been changed
several times within a short period of time, which shows a lack of policy consistency in
the country. Furthermore, the IMF Country Report No. 23/340, para. 197, highlights
that “Revenue losses caused by the discretionary policy changes of the special
commodity levy are a case in point.”

Despite all benefits provided, Sri Lanka Thriposha Ltd. has failed to meet the demand
for Thriposha in the country.

A comprehensive report was called from the Ministry of Health on the importation of
maize for the Thriposha during the last 10 years, including all information on
importers, imported quantities, CIF value, and cost to the government.

A report on list of importers of maize including the quantity and purpose for
importation from January 2022 was called from the Ministry of Trade and Investment
Policy.

Decision of the Committee

After consideration, the Committee approved the above orders and decided that the report
of the Committee on Public Finance thereon, be presented to the Parliament on 04t of
October 2023 by the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva, Chair of the Committee. Moreover, the
Committee will be summoning all parties involved for a more detailed to propose changes
to ensure adequate quantities of Thriposha are made available to meet the demand.
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