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Report of the Committee

The Committee on Public Finance, at its meeting held on the 09th of November 2023
considered the following Act and Work Progamme.

Date of the Meeting: 09.11.2023 Time: 11.30 a.m.

Matters Considered:
o Appropriation Bill for the year 2024

(Presented to the Parliament on 27.09.2023 and referred to the Committee)
e Annual Work Programme of the National Audit Office - 2024

Members Present at the Meeting

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva (Chair)

Hon. (Dr.) Suren Raghavan

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at- law

Hon. Vajira Abeywardana

Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka

Hon. Duminda Dissanayake

Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Attorney-at-Law
Hon. Nimal Lanza

Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, Attorney-at-Law
Hon. Mayantha Disanayaka

Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna

Hon. Sahan Pradeep Vithana

Hon. Madhura Vithanage, Attorney-at-Law
Hon. (Prof.) Ranjith Bandara

Officials Present at the Meeting

Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies
Mr. A.K. Senevirathne, Deputy Secretary to the Treasury

Mr. RM.P. Rathnayaka, Deputy Secretary to the Treasury

Department of Trade and Investment Policy
Mr. K.A. Wimalenthirarajah, Director General

Department of State Fiscal Policy

Mr. (Dr.) Kapila Senanayaka, Director General
Miss. W.A.J.C. Wickramarachchi, Director
Miss. P.A.N. Abeysekara, Deputy Director

Ms. W.A.T. Perera, Tax Conulstant

Department of National Budget
Mr. Jude Nilukshan, Director General

Mrs. Anoma Nandani, Additional Director General
Mrs. P.D.L.P. Senaratne, Director

Miss. H.L.K.J. Amarasekara, Deputy Director

Mr. M.].M. Ifam, Director

Mr. S.C. Senaratne, Director

Department of Treasury Operations
Mr. H.C.D.L. Silva, Director General

Mrs. Damitha Ratnayake, Additional Director General



Department of Foreign Resources
Mr. Ajith Abeysekera, Director General

Mr. W.D.R. Krishantha, Director

Department of Public Enterprises
Mr. P.A.S. Atula Kumara, Director General

Department of National Planning
Mr. Anuradha Kumarasiri, Director General

Attorney General’s Department
Dr. (Mrs.) Avanthi Perera, Deputy Solicitor General

Legal Draftsman Department
Mrs. B.K.N. De Silva, Assistant Legal Draftsman

Mrs. R.C. Mihirani, Assistant Legal Draftsman

National Audit Office
Mrs. L.S.I. Jayaratna, Deputy Auditor General
Mrs. W.M.P.A. Fonseka, Deputy Auditor General

Introduction

The Appropriation Bill for the year 2024 related to the 2024 budget was published on 27.09.2023
through a gazette notification by order of the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National
Policy.

The Appropriation Bill for the year 2024 is a Bill to provide for the service of the financial year 2024; to
authorize the raising of loans in or outside Sri Lanka, for the purpose of such service; to make financial
provision in respect of certain activities of the Government during that financial year. Accordingly, the
Summary of Expenditure Estimates contained in the 2024 Appropriation Bill is as follows.

2024 Appropriation Bill | Recurrent expenditure Capital expenditure Grand Total
Schedules (Rs. Bn.) (Rs. Bn.) (Rs. Bn.)
Ist Schedules

Money to be paid to 2,651.4 1,209.4 3,860.8

common services

2nd Schedules 2,702.3 1,263.7 3,966.0

Government expenditure
being an expenditure on
Consolidated fund

3rd Schedules 6.0
Limits of advance account

Grand total 5,353.7 2,473.1 7,832.8
Credit limit 3,900

(as per Appropriation Bill

Accordingly, the total expenditure of the government is approximately Rs. 7,833 billion out of which Rs.
3,861 billion have been allocated. Also, in the 2024 fiscal year, the maximum limit of the loan obtained
in relation to the year 2024 in the authorization to receive money from within or outside of Sri Lanka is
Rs. 3,900 billion. The details of the relevant loans should be included in the report on the final budget
situation submitted to the Parliament. The necessary legal authority comes from Section 13 of the
Fiscal Management (Responsibility) Act No. 3 of 2003.



Introduction - Annual Work Program of the National Budget Office for the year 2024

As per the Section 35 (2) of the National Audit Act No. 19 of 2018, a Parliamentary Committee
established in terms of Standing Orders should analyze the annual work program of the National Audit
Office and submit its observations and necessary amendments including the priorities of the program.
Accordingly, Annual Work Program of the National Budget Office for the year 2024 was considered by
the Public Finance Committee.

Decision of the Committee

After consideration, the Committee approved the above Bill and Annual Work Programme of the
National Audit Office for the year 2024 and decided that the report of the Committee on Public

Finance thereon, be presented to the Parliament on 10th of November 2023 by the Hon. (Dr.)
Harsha de Silva, Chair of the Committee.



