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Introduction

The Grade I admission circular is issued, in every year, by the Secretary to the Ministry of
Education along with the application for the admission of students. The circular is, usually,
issued every midyear in order to give ample time to complete the entire admission process
of Grade I students.

The main objective of this circular is to ensure providing a government school for all
children who are eligible for admission. Additionally, this circular would help to the
“Langama Pasala Hondama Pasala” project conducted by the Ministry of Education.

It was observed by the Ministry of Education that, this circular had affected to get increased
the number of admissions of students to the schools in rural areas during last few years.

Objectives of the Committee.

e To give opportunity to get the best school for every child

e To assist the process of admission of students

e To minimize the difficulties faced by Principals and other academic staff in the process
of admission of students.

The Ministries, Government Institutions and individuals summoned for the
Committee

e Ministry of Education

e Provincial Ministries of Education (Western Province, North-Western Province, Central
Province and Southern Province)

e School Principals from Western, North-Western, Central and Southern Province (Names
of School list attached-Annexure iii)

e Old pupils” Associations of schools in western province.
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Proposed amendments to the circular

The Committee discussed the matters arisen while implementing the circular for admission

of students to Grade I, issued in 2018, in three meetings, with the Officials from the Ministry

of Education and the school principals representing privileged and under privileged school

in both urban and rural areas of Western, North Western, Central and Southern Province.

The Committee having observed the difficulties that parents and the officials of education

sector face due to the certain weak points of the circular, decided to amend the following

sections of the circular issued in 2018, taking in to consideration the proposals of the officials

attended at the meetings representing the Ministry of Education.

The following sections of the Circular issued in 2018 were considered by the Committee and

proposed amendments, giving the reasons for amending as shown in the Table 1:

Table 1

Serial Section/Item Proposal Reason for the amendment

Number Number

1 52 Affidavit should be To certify the accuracy of the
attached with the documents.
application.

2 5.6 It's compulsory to To avoid applicants from not
apply 6 schools applying nearest schools
including 3
provincial schools.

3 6.2.6 Decisions made at To inform relevant
the interview board authorities.
should informed to
relevant Zonal
Education Director
or Director-National
Schools accordingly

4 7.1.5 Should only use the To comply with same maps
1:65000 scale map by all schools.
issued by  the
Government
Surveyor
Department

5 7211 Give full marks to To  accept  “Bimsaviya”
“Bimsaviya” ownership certificate as valid
ownership document
certificate
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For the occupation
not less than 10
years in a
government land to
give relevant marks
based on the
certificate issued by
relevant
Commissioner  of
Municipal/ Urban
Council of secretary
of the local
government.

To accept the certificates
issued by  government
authorities.

7211

If the ownership of
the property is
transferred  within
the relevant period
to the applicant or
the spouse, provide
marks proportional
to the time.

To consider property
ownership status.

Provide marks if any
bill mentioned in the
circular paid by
parents or applicant
within the relevant
period.

To give opportunity to the
applicants who live with their
parents for long time

7212

Allocate one mark
for any document
such as vehicle
registration, vehicle
revenue license,
vehicle insurance,
water bill, electricity
bill or bank pass
book.

Remove
“Samurdhi”
Certificate from
document list.

Add some other documents to
enhance the opportunities.

10

723

Should deduct 5
marks instead of 4
marks for each

Give priority to the residentes
who live near by the school.
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school situated close

by.

11

7.3.7

If any  school
partitioned from the
main  school as
“secondary school”,
students who had
been studied from
grade 6 should be
considered as “past
pupils”  of  the
primary school from
the particular year
onwards.

To give fair opportunity to the
students losing marks due to
secondary school concept.

12

7.5.2

If an applicant
worked in a remote
area, they should
provide proofs from
zonal  educational
director to claim the
marks whether they
were paid remote
area allowance for
that period.

To confirm service in remote

areas

13

14

7.6

To Change the
clause “living with
the applicant” to
read as “live in
previous work place
with spouse and
child” by adding
spouse.

To give more opportunities

Remove the portion
“If an applicant who
transferred
according to annual
transfer scheme,
they should
complete at least 3
years  continuous
service” in the item
7.6

To give more opportunities
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15

9.3.3

Applicant’'s  name
should remove from
the list if they fail
from 3 spot
identification
investigations.

To ensure the transparency of
spot identification
investigation process.

16

10.1

After names are
shortlisted by the
school,  applicants
who have applied
for that particular
school can only
appeal to the
principal.

To minimize submitting

unnecessary appeals

17

11.2.1

Chairman of the
appeal board should
be a principal of a
school which has
primary section with
equal facilities

To increase the efficiency of
the process of admission.

18

11.2.5

One representative
should be appointed
to the appeal board
with the approval of
the executive
committee of old
pupil’s association.

To reduce the conflicts of the
Board

19

11.3.1

Restrictions of 2-
year period applied
for a former member
of an Interview
Board or Appeal
Board should be
reduced to one year.

To reduce difficulties face by
the Principals in finding
experienced  teachers for
appeal board

20

12.3.1
12.3.2

Proposed to remove
these 2 sections

Not valid

21

13.3

To request Ministry
of Defense to send
the final list instead
of waiting list

To avoid delays.

Additionally, below sections in the circular were considered further and decided to

discuss them in future and to take steps to amend the circular accordingly
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Table 2

Serial Section/Item Proposal Reason for the amendment
Number Number
1 7.1.5 Although a school To consider transport barriers

is located in circular
marked of the map
in which there is no
public access to the
school, no marks

should be
deducted.

2 72.1.1 Consider To give equal opportunity to
documents issued any religion

by priests in other
religions as well as
the documents
issued by Buddhists
monks  to  get
confirmed the
occupancy.

3 734 Membership period To attract members of “Old
of a particular old Pupil’s Association”

pupils” association
to be considered,
when allocate

marks.

Conclusions

The Officials of the Ministry of Education informed that measures are being taken to issue
the circular in 2019 accepting the proposals scheduled as Nos. 1-18 and 21 in the above Table
1 and No.20 will be included in the next Circular to be issued in 2020. In case of No.19, the
Ministry officials agreed to give directions for principals to seek necessary instructions from
relevant secretary to the(provincial/line) Ministry

Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, the Chair of the Sub-Committee wishes to state that
the proposed amendments would not provide total solutions to problems envisaged by the
parents as well as the principals, and expected to regularize at the maximum level.

The committee also wishes to mention that the Principals be released from this burden in
future, in order to give priority to their duties to uplift education level of their schools.
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