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Report of the Committee

The Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development at its meeting held on 07

November 2019, considered the following Bill.

Date of the SOC Meeting: 2019.11.07 Time: 09.30 a.m.

Bill considered:

National Innovation Agency Bill
(Presented to Parliament on 2019/10/23 and referred to the Committee)

Members Present:

Hon. Sandith Samarasinghe (Acting Chair)
Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardana

Hon. Sunil Handunnetti

Hon. Nimal Lanza

Hon. K. K. Piyadasa

Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam

Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran

Non- Committee Members Present:

Hon. H. M. D. B. Herath

Officials Present:

Dr. (Mrs) N. M. C. N. Nanayakkara, Director General, Presidential Secretariat

Mr. J.M. Mangalatissa, Acting Secretary, Ministry of City Planning, Water Supply and Higher
Education

Mr. Chinthaka S. Lokuhetti, Secretary, Ministry of Science, Technology and Research

Mr. N. M. Ranasinghe, Secretary, Ministry of Education

Mr. W.A.D.S. Gunasinghe, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Development Strategies and
International Trade

Mr. Saliya Jayathilaka, Assistant Director, Ministry of Development Strategies &
International Trade

Mr. G. W. Kularatne, Assistant Director, Ministry of National Policies, Economic Affairs,
Resettlement and Rehabilitation, Northern Province Development and Youth Affairs




Ms. W. K. Jayani Madurangi, Assistant Director, Ministry of National Policies, Economic
Affairs, Resettlement and Rehabilitation, Northern Province Development and Youth
Affairs

Ms. Buddhika Kumari Rathnayake, Legal Officer, Ministry of Development Strategies &
International Trade

Prof. Ajith de Alwis, Senior Lecturer, University of Moratuwa

Ms. Deepthika Kulasena, Deputy Legal Draftsman, Legal Draftsman’s Department

Mr. Shehan Soysa, State Counsel, Attorney-General's Department

And

Senior Officials of the above Ministries, Departments and Institutions.

Recommendations:

The Committee considered the Bill in detail, and decided to recommend the following
amendments to the Bill:-

The Constitution of the Council which is set up for the administration of the Agency [Clause
6 of the Bill] be amended to include the Secretary to the Ministry of Education and the
Director General of the Department of Commerce as its members.

Qualifications required for the Chief Innovation Officer of the Agency [Clause 14(1) of the
Bill] be amended to include 'a Postgraduate Degree relating to Science based on innovation
or Technology or Business Management' as qualifications.

Report:

The Committee, after consideration, agreed to the above Bill, and decided that the Report of

the Committee be presented to Parliament by the Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, Chair of the

Committee on 11 November 2019.




