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Report of the Committee

The Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development at its meeting held on 05 February
2019, considered the following Orders and Performance Reports.

Date of the SOC Meeting: 2019.02.05 Time: 02.00 p.m.

Orders and Performance Reports Considered:

e Order under Section 14 (2) of the Sri Lanka Export Development Act No.40 of 1979
(Published in the Gazette Extraordinary No 2090/5 of 25 September 2018)

e Order under Section 14 (1) of the Sri Lanka Export Development Act No. 40 of 1979
(Published in the Gazette Extraordinary No 2093/19 of 17 October 2018)

¢ Performance Report of the Department of Imports and Export of the year 2017
(Presented to Parliament on 08/01/2019 and referred to the Committee)
¢ Performance Report and the Annual Accounts of the Department of Commerce for the
year 2017
(Presented to Parliament on 08/01/2019 and referred to the Committee)

Members Present:

¢ Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna (Chair)
e Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe

e Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara

e Hon. K.K. Piyadasa

¢ Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake

e Hon. (Dr.) S.M. Mohamed Ismail

Officials Present:

e Mr. S.T. Kodikara, Secretary, Ministry of Strategic Development and International Trade

e Mr. A.L.M. Saleem, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Strategic Development and International
Trade

e Ms. G.C.N. Fonseka, Chief Accountant, Ministry of Strategic Development and International
Trade

e Ms. SSW.C. Jayamini, Director, Ministry of Strategic Development and International Trade

e Mr. Palitha Mudalige, Director, Ministry of Strategic Development and International Trade

e Mr. AW.M.AA. Thilakarathne, Assistant Director, Ministry of Strategic Development and
International Trade

e Ms. Damayanthi S. Karunaratne, Controller General, Import and Export (Control) Department
e Ms. I.P. Kothalawala, Chief Accountant, Import and Export (Control) Department

e Ms. Chithranjali Dissanayake, Director (Industrial Products), Export Development Board




e Mr. Sanjeewa Rathnasekara, Deputy Director (Policy & Strategic Planning), Export
Development Board

e Ms. Sonali Wijeratne, Director General, Department of Commerce
e Ms. Ameina Moheen, Director, Department of Commerce
e Ms. Rekha Mallikarachchi, Assistant Director, Department of commerce

e Mr. Suranga Pradeep Kumara, Assistant Director, Department of Trade and Investment Policy

e Mr. Kumudu Meegahage, Assistant Director, Department of Fiscal Policy

e Dr. AK.S.B. De Alwis, Additional Secretary (Medical Service), Ministry of Health, Nutrition &
Indigenous Medicine

e Ms. K.A.D.R. Nishanthi Jayasinghe, Additional Secretary (Development), Ministry of Health,
Nutrition & Indigenous Medicine

e Mr. K.D.C.S. Kumarathunga, Commissioner of Ayurveda, Department of Ayuraveda

And

Senior Officials of the above Ministries, Departments and Institutions.

Recommendations:

e The Committee recommended the Ministry of Strategic Development and International Trade
to encourage the local manufacturers of Sanitary towels (Pads) and tampons, napkins and
napkin liners for babies and similar articles, of any material production and to expand the
production.

e The Committee recommended the Ministry of Strategic Development and International Trade
to take actions to popularize the use of above products among Sri Lankans.

e The Committee proposed the Import and Export (Control) Department to increase the taxes
for imported spices in order to safeguard the local spices market.

e The Committee recommended the Ministry of Strategic Development and International Trade
to expedite the enforcing the Cabinet paper of removing spices from the imported items list.

Report:
The Committee, after consideration, agreed to the above Orders and Performance Reports, and

decided that the Report of the Committee, be presented to Parliament by the Hon. Harshana
Rajakaruna, Chairman of the Committee on 08 February 2019.




