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Report of the Committee

The Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development at its meetings held on 23 August

2018 and 28 August 2018, considered the following Bill, Order and the Annual Reports and

Performance Reports.

Date of the SOC Meeting : 2018.08.23 Time : 02.00 p.m.

Bill, Annual and Performance Reports Considered:

Office for Reparations Bill
(Presented to Parliament on 17 July 2018 and referred to the Committee)

Annual Report of the National Human Resources Development Council of Sri Lanka for
the year 2016
(Presented to Parliament on 22/05/2018 and referred to the Committee)

Annual Reports of the Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka for the year 2015 and 2016
(Presented to Parliament on 25/05/2018 & 23/08/2018 and referred to the
Committee)

Performance Report of the Department of External Resources for the year 2017
(Presented to Parliament on 06/06/2018 and referred to the Committee)

Performance Report of the Department of National Planning for the year 2017
(Presented to Parliament on 06/06/2018 and referred to the Committee)

Performance Report of the Department of Census and Statistics for the year 2017
(Presented to Parliament on 19/06/2018 and referred to the Committee)

Performance Report of the Food Commissioner’s Department for the year 2017
(Presented to Parliament on 03/07/2018 and referred to the Committee)

Performance Report of the Ministry of National Policies and Economic Affairs for the
year 2017
(Presented to Parliament on 06/06/2018 and referred to the Committee)

Members Present:

Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna (Chairman)
Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara

Hon. K. K. Piyadasa

Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran

Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake

Officials Present:

Mr. K. D. S. Ruwanchandra, Secretary, Ministry of National Policies & Economic Affairs
Mr. R. H. W. A. Kumarasiri, Additional Secretary (Planning), Ministry of National Policies &
Economic Affairs




Mr. U. G. Ratnasiri, Additional Secretary (Economic Affairs), Ministry of National Policies &
Economic Affairs

Mr. K. Mahesan, Additional Secretary (Development & Projects), Ministry of National Policies
& Economic Affairs

Ms. Bimba Thilakaratne, Senior Advisor (Legal), Prime Minister’s Office
Mr. Nerin Pille, Deputy Solicitors General, Attorney General’s Department
Mr. S. Selvakunapala, Deputy Legal Draftsman, Legal Draftsman Department

Dr. K. A. Lalithadheera, Director, National Human Resources Development Council of Sri
Lanka

Dr. Janka Wijayasiri, Research Fellow, Institute of Policy Studies
Ms. Gayani Caldera, Director (Finance), Institute of Policy Studies

Ms. I. R. Bandara, Acting Director General, Department of Census and Statistics
Mr. D. G. S. G. Munasinghe, Additional Director General, Department of Census and Statistics
Mr. P. M. P. Anura Kumara, Additional Director General, Department of Census and Statistics

Mr. R. M. P. Rathnayake, Director General, Department of External Resources
Mr. Ajith Abeysekara, Additional Director General, Department of External Resources

Ms. J. Krishnamoorthy, Food Commissioner, Food Commissioner’s Department
Ms. L.W.C.C. Nawarathna, Assistant Food Commissioner, Food Commissioner’s Department

Mr. S. S. Mudalige, Director General, Department of National Planning
Ms. J. A. S. S. Rupasinghe, Additional Director General, Department of National Planning

And

Senior Officials of the above Ministry, Departments and Institutions.

Recommendations:

The Committee recommended the officials from the Legal Draftsman’s Department to take
necessary actions to amend the mismatches in the meanings of the words in all three
languages of the “Office for Reparations Bill”.

The Committee recommended the Ministry of National Policies & Economic Affairs to
introduce a proper methodology in order to carry out a post-evaluation to evaluate the
completed Government Projects done through the Ministry.

The Committee recommended the Institute of Policy Studies to do a detailed study regarding
the decreasing of pepper prices, production of pepper in Sri Lanka and recent issues with
regard to the quality of pepper of Sri Lanka.

The Committee recommended the Ministry of National Policies & Economic Affairs to allocate
more funds for the Food Commissioner’s Department to develop the rice storage technologies
and capacities in order make the country self-sufficient in rice for the future.

The Committee, after consideration, agreed to the above Bill subject to the amendments
recommended in the Supreme Court Determination for Clause 27 (a) and Clause 27 (a) (iii) and
other inconsistencies in the Bill.
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Also, the Committee after consideration, agreed to the above Annual Reports and Performance
Reports.

Date of the SOC Meeting : 2018.08.28 Time : 02.00 p.m.

Order Considered:

e Order under Section 14 of Sri Lanka Export Development Act, No.40 of 1979
(Published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.2081/10 of 24 July 2018)

Members Present:

¢ Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna (Chairman)
e Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe
¢ Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara

Officials Present:

e Mr. A. L. M. Saleem, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Development Strategies and Internal
Trade

e Ms. Dayani Wegapitiya, Director (Policy & Strategic Planning), Sri Lanka Export Development
Board

e Mr. Jagath Ravisinghe, Director (Development), Ministry of Plantation Industry

e Mr. Mahesh Jayawardena, Deputy Tea Commissioner, Sri Lanka Tea Board

e Mr. A. Saarankan, Director, Department of Fiscal Policy

e Ms. R. K. M. Lakmini, Assistant Director, Department of Fiscal Policy

Recommendations:

¢ The Committee observed that the reasons given by the “Tea Exporters Association Sri Lanka”
for requesting a constant rate of CESS doesn’t satisfy convincing, and also when the tea prices
goes up in future the revenue to the Government would be reduced. Hence the Committee
recommended the Export Development Board that keeping the rate of CESS as a percentage
based on the price would be more ideal and much fairer.

The Committee, after consideration, agreed to the above Order.

Report:

The Committee, after consideration, decided that the Report of the Committee on those Bill, Order
and Annual Reports and Performance Reports, be presented to Parliament by the Hon. Harshana
Rajakaruna, Chairman of the Committee on 04 September 2018.
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