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Report of the Committee

The Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development at its meetings held on 07 September

2017 and 19 September 2017, considered the following Regulations, Order, Annual Reports and

Performance Report.

Date of the SOC Meeting : 07.09.2017 Time : 02.00 p.m.
Report Considered:
e  Order under the Section 2 of the State Agricultural Corporations Act, No.11 of 1972
(Published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2026/45 of 07 July 2017)
e Performance Report of the Ministry of Special Assignments for the year 2016
(Presented to Parliament on 21/06/2017 and referred to the Committee)
e Annual Report and Accounts of the Mahapola Higher Education Scholarship Trust Fund for the
year 2010
(Presented to Parliament on 08/05/2012 and referred to the Committee)
e Annual Report and Accounts of the Mahapola Higher Education Scholarship Trust Fund for the
year 2011
(Presented to Parliament on 23/07/2013 and referred to the Committee)
¢ Annual Report of the State Mortgage and Investment Bank for the year 2014
(Presented to Parliament on 23/06/2017 and referred to the Committee)
¢ Annual Report of the Sr1 Lanka Savings Bank for the year 2014

(Presented to Parliament on 08/08/2017 and referred to the Committee)

Members Present:

e Hon. J. M. Ananda Kumarasiri (Chairman)

¢ Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe

e Hon. K. K. Piyadasa

e Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna

Officials Present:

e Mr. A. P. G. Kithsiri, Secretary, Ministry of Regional Development

e Mr. P. H. Ananda, Additional Secretary (Admin), Ministry of Regional Development

e Mr. M. D. Nevil Padmasiri, Additional Secretary (Development), Ministry of Regional Development

e Mr. H. G. U. Pushpakumara, Senior Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Special Assignments

e Mrs. Chandanmie Wryewardhana, Secretary to the Minmstry of Development Strategies and
International Trade

e  Mr. Parakrama Bandara, Director, Mahapola Higher Education Scholarship Trust Fund

e  Mur. Ravindra Hevavitharana, Secretary, Ministry of Public Enterprise Development

e Mr. M. R. H. Swarnathilaka, CFO, Ministry of Public Enterprise Development

e Dr. R. A. Perera, Director (Banking), Ministry of Public Enterprise Development

e  Mr. K. Amarasinghe, Chairman, Sri Lanka Savings Bank

e M. Tissa Jinadasa, Chairman, State Mortgage & Investment Bank

And

Senior Officials of the above Ministries, Departments and Institutions.




Recommendations:

e The Committee recommended Mahapola Higher Education Scholarship Trust Fund, to take
necessary actions to submit the pending Annual Reports for the years 2012 - 2016 within two months
to the Parliament.

e The Committee recommended the State Mortgage and Investment Bank to increase the sectoral

exposure to the Tourism Sector as it would create more benefits to the country.

e The Committee recommended the Ministry of Public Enterprise Development to evaluate the status
of submitting the Annual Reports and Performance Reports and, encourage all the mstitutions
coming under the purview of the Ministry to present those pending reports as soon as possible to the

Parliament.

e The Committee recommended to all the Ministries presented at the meeting, to develop a system to
streamline the process of presenting reports to the Parliament.

Date of the SOC Meeting : 19.09.2017 Time : 01.30 p.m.

Report Considered:

¢ Regulations under section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969
(Published in Gazette Extraordinary No.2032/10 of 15.08.2017)

Members Present:

e Hon. J. M. Ananda Kumarasiri (Chairman)
e Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara

e Hon. K. K. Piyadasa

¢ Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam

¢ Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake

e Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna

Officials Present:

e Ms. S. W. C. Jayamini, Director, Ministry of Development Strategies and International Trade

e Ms. K. N. K. Vidyalankara, Assistant Controller, Import and Export Control Department

e Ms. N. Jeyavathani, Director, Ministry of National Policies and Economic Affairs

e Mr. Nilantha Sapumanage, Director Inspectorate, Sr1 Lanka Public Utilites Commission

e Mr. C. Jayasooriya, Additional Director General, Department of Trade & Investment Policy

e Mr. T. Udayakumara, Senior Deputy Director, Sr1 Lanka Standard Institute

e Mr. P. K. Nimal Sirtwardena, Deputy Director Custom, Sri Lanka Custom

e Mr. R. B. M. Gunawardena, Director (Advisory Service), Construction Industry Development
Authority

e Mr. Harsha Wickramasinghe, Deputy Director General (Strategy), Sr1 Lanka Sustainable Energy
Authority

And

Senior Officials of the above Ministries, and relevant Departments and Institutions.




Recommendations:

e The Committee recommended the Import and Export Control Department to amend the Imports
and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 to match with the present conditions of the country, and to
mcrease the fine of five thousand rupees imposed by the Imports and Exports (Control) Act as a
“punishment for offences on conviction before a Magistrate”.

e The Committee recommended the Sri Lanka Custom to amend the punishment for the importation
of unlicensed/ prohibited goods, to be the higher fine amongst “a minimal fine of rupees hundred
thousand” and “a fine of thrice of the value of such imported goods”.

Report:

The Committee, after consideration, agreed to the above Regulations, Order, Annual Reports and
Performance Report, and that the Report of the Committee, be presented to Parliament by the Hon.
J. M. Ananda Kumarasiri, the Chairman of the Committee, on 21 September 2017.
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