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and
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Report of the Committee

The Committee on Public Finance, at its meetingheld on 27t April 2017, considered
the following Bill, Orders andResolutions.

e Economic Service Charge (Amendment) Bill
(Presented to the Parliament on 07.04.2017)

e Orders underSection 2 and Section 5 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No 48 of
2007
(Published in Gazette Extraordinary Nos; 1994/20, 1996/50, 1998/5, 2000/85,
2002/29,2006/41, 2007/38, 2009/5,2003/43 and 2007/44 of 21.11.2016, 09.12.2016,
20.12.2016, 06.01.2017, 18.01.2017, 16.02.2017, 23.02.2017, 07.03.2017, 27.01.2017
and 26.02.2017 respectively)

e Resolutions under Section 10 of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235)
(Published in Gazette Extraordinary Nos;1995/37 and 2000/86 of 02.12.2016 and
06.01.2017 respectively)

e  Order under the Sub-Section (3) of Section 3 of the Ports and Airports Development
Levy Act, No. 18 of 2011
(Published in Gazette Extraordinary No: 1992/51 of 11.11.2016)

e Orders under Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No.13 of
1989(Published in Gazette Extraordinary Nos; 1999/23, 2000/8 and 2003/22 of
27.12.2016, 03.01.2017 and 25.01.2017 respectively)

The Committee, after consideration, agreed to the above Bill, Resolutions and Orders
exceptthe three Orders under the Excise (Special Provisions) Act.

In respect of above three Orders the Committee recommended to Parliament not to
approve those Orders under the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, for the reason that a special
relief seems to have been given to selected individuals and not to all who might fall into that
category of persons who may have openedLetters of Credit in their names on or before
26.05.2016. If such relief is to be given for any justifiable reason it must necessarily be
extended to all persons who fall under that category and not to selected individuals. This is a
bad precedence and should not be permitted.

Further the Committeedecided to request the Hon. Minister of Finance to make known to
Parliament and to the Country the background of each of these individuals,since on cursory
glance the Committee was able to ascertain that there are relatives such as father and son and
several Medical Professionals in this list.

The Committee also resolved that the Report of the Committee thereon be presented to
Parliament by the Hon.M.A. Sumanthiran, Chairman of the Committee, on 28t April 2017.



