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REPORT 

The following motion moved by the Leader of the House of Parliament on 22 November 
2013 was approved by the House. 

 The Leader of the House of Parliament,— Select Committee of Parliament to 

discuss the Heads of Expenditure of the Ministries selected from the Budget 

Estimates of the year 2014,— 

Whereas the period of time allocated to the Committee stage programme for 

the Budget Estimates of the year 2014 is 16 days;  

And whereas a period of time of approximately 2 hours have been allocated 

for each Head of Expenditure since the Heads of Expenditure of several Ministries 

have to be discussed on a single day as approximately 8 hours have been allocated 

per day for the Committee stage programme of the budget thereby limiting the 

period of time for the discussion of the Heads of Expenditure within each Ministry; 

That this Parliament resolves that a Select Committee of Parliament be 

appointed to enable the Members to meet and discuss during the period from the 

commencement of the Second Reading of the Appropriation Bill (2014), i.e. from 

02.12.2013 to20.12.2013, the Heads of Expenditure of the 23 Ministries and the 

Secretariat for Special Purposes in the Annexure which were decided at the 

Committee on Parliamentary Business with the concurrence of the Chief 

Government Whip and the Chief Opposition Whip. 

2 . (a)The Committee and its Chairman shall be nominated by Mr. Speaker. 

  (b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 95, the Committee 

shall consist of not more than twenty one (21) Members selected from both the 

Government and the Opposition. 

3.  The Committee shall have power to,— 

  (a)  fix its quorum; and 

  (b)  send for persons, papers and records, order any person to attend 

before Parliament or before such Committee. 

4.  The Committee shall present its report to the Parliament on or before the 

day on which the Committee stage debate on the votes of the said selected 

Ministries commences. 

Annexure: 

1. Secretariat for Special Purposes 

(i) Minister of Good Governance and Infrastructure 

(ii) Minister of Human Resources 

(iii) Minister of Rural Affairs 

(iv) Minister of Food Security 

(v) Minister of Urban Affairs 

(vi) Minister of Social Welfare 

(vii) Minister of Consumer Welfare 

(viii) Minister of National Resources 

(ix) Minister of Scientific Affairs 

(x) Minister of International Monetary Co-operation 
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2. Ministry of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs 

3. Ministry of Social Services 

4. Ministry of Public Relations and Public Affairs 

5. Ministry of National Heritage 

6. Ministry of Culture and the Arts 

7. Ministry of National Languages and Social Integration 

8. Ministry of Resettlement 

9. Ministry of Disaster Management 

10. Ministry of Botanical Gardens and Public Recreation 

11. Ministry of Wildlife Resources Conservation 

12. Ministry of Productivity Promotion 

13. Ministry of Plantation Industries 

14. Ministry of Minor Export Crop Promotion 

15. Ministry of Coconut Development and Janatha Estate Development 

16. Ministry of Sugar Industry Development 

17. Ministry of Postal Services 

18. Ministry of Private Transport Services 

19. Ministry of Public Management Reforms 

20. Ministry of Labour and Labour Relations 

21. Ministry of State Resources and Enterprise Development 

22. Ministry of Livestock and Rural Community Development 

23. Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energy 

24. Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs  

Accordingly, Hon. Speaker on 23 November 2013 appointed the following Members to 
serve in the Committee with Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva as its Chairman. 

Hon. W. D. J. Senewiratne  
Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama  
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena 
Hon. Rauf Hakeem 
Hon. Athauda Seneviratne 
Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera 
Hon. Muthu Sivalingam 
Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna 
Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. Sunil Handunnetti 
Hon. Suresh K. Premachandran 
Hon. Pon. Selvarasa 
Hon. R. Yogarajan 
Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam 
Hon. Silvastrie Alantin 
Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva 
Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle 
Hon. (Mrs.) Rosy Senanayake 
Hon. Hunais Farook  
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According to the motion approved by the House, Heads of Expenditure relating to 23 
Ministries and the Secretariat for Special Purposes had been selected for consideration by 
Your Committee. 

Your Committee, at its first meeting held on 23 November 2013, resolved that the Heads 
of Expenditure relating to the 23 Ministries and the Secretariat for Special Purposes selected 
from the Budget Estimates of the year 2014 be considered from 02 December to 09 
December 2013 from 10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 

Your Committee also decided to summon the Secretary to the Ministry and the other 
relevant officials of the relevant Ministry and institutions coming under such Ministry, and 
also the officials of the General Treasury, the Department of National Budget, the 
Department of National Planning and the Department of State Accounts to participate at the 
discussions of the Committee, to provide clarifications that may be required during the 
course of discussion. 

Your Committee prepared a programme and circulated it among all Members of 
Parliament on 25 November 2013, intimating that all Members of Parliament may participate 
in the discussions of the Committee, as Your Committee wished all Members to participate in 
an open and fruitful dialog. The Committee wishes to note that such discussions held during 
the past have paved way to clear many unclarified issues. The Programme circulated among 
the Members of Parliament which included Heads of Expenditure taken up for consideration 
each day is given in Appendix 1 of this Report. 

Your Committee commenced its discussions at 10.30 a.m. on 02 December 2013 and 
concluded its task at 4.30 p.m. on 09 December 2013.  

Your Committee wishes to reiterate that this procedure of discussing Annual Estimates 
at a Select Committee before the Committee Stage has proved very successful and productive 
as a number of outstanding matters have been clarified and resolved at the meetings. This is 
the fourth occasion a Parliamentary Select Committee was appointed to discuss the Annual 
Estimates of selected Ministries, after the previous occasions in 2008, 2011 and 2012 
respectively. Your Committee appreciates the growing interest in the Members towards this 
Select Committee and increasing participation of Members in its discussions. 

Your Committee wishes to place on record its appreciation of the services of the 
Chairman of the Select Committee who chaired the meetings as moderator during 
discussions relating to all the Ministries and his contribution to make this event a success, 
using his vast experience in Parliamentary Practice and Procedure. 

Your Committee appreciates the services of the Hon. Ministers to whom the subjects 
and functions under above mentioned Ministries were assigned, for their presence and 
contributions in explaining matters to the Members and answering the questions. 

Your Committee also wishes to place on record its appreciation for the contributions 
made by the Members of the Committee as well as all the Members of Parliament who were 
present at the meetings of the Committee in discussing various issues relating to the 
Ministries and Institutions under each Ministry. 

Your Committee appreciates the contributions made by the Secretaries to the Ministries 
and the other key officials who were present at the meetings and thank them for making 
exhaustive presentations at the beginning of each session. 

Your Committee is also thankful to the officials of the Treasury, who were present at all 
the meetings to assist the Committee and provided the Committee with all necessary data 
and information. 
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Your Committee is pleased to note that the services rendered by the Parliament 
Secretariat in this endeavour were extremely efficient. 

Your Committee states that all the deliberations that took place with the officials of the 
Ministries and the other Institutions were very cordial and friendly and many outstanding 
issues could be rectified through discussions. 

Verbatim Records of the meetings of the Committee have been bound and placed in the 
Library for easy reference of the Hon. Members of Parliament. The Minutes of the meetings 
of the Committee are given in Appendix 2 of this Report. 

Your Committee wishes to recommend to Parliament that this procedure be improved 
and continued in future, and it is suggested that it would be more productive if the Estimates 
of all Heads of Expenditure are considered by a Select Committee before the Committee 
Stage debate every year. This will provide a good forum for the Members of Parliament to 
have matters clarified with the officials which facility is not available in Parliament during the 
Committee Stage debate of the Budget. It will also pave the way to place before Members of 
Parliament, the progress made during the current year and the development plans for the 
ensuing year. 

Therefore, with a view to improving this procedure, Your Committee recommends that a 
permanent Standing Committee be appointed for this purpose, which can continue its 
deliberations throughout the year. 

The 2014 Estimates under Heads of Expenditure relating to each Ministry considered 
and approved by Your Committee, together with a summary of the discussion and matters 
agreed upon at the meetings are given below. 

Secretariat for Special Functions (Senior Ministers) Rs '000 
Head 3 - Secretariat for Special Functions (Senior 
Ministers ) 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget  

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  375,171 481,725 502,925 
Recurrent Expenditure  271,928 344,425 367,325 
Capital Expenditure  103,243 137,300 135,600 
01 - General Administration and Establishment Services   
Total Expenditure  97,497 127,175 130,550 
Recurrent Expenditure  95,554 109,675 125,600 
Capital Expenditure  1,943 17,500 4,950 
02 - Minister (Senior) for Good Governance and 
Infrastructure 

   

Total Expenditure  18,861  50,425  28,175 
Recurrent Expenditure  16,989  24,925  24,225 
Capital Expenditure  1,872  25,500  3,950 
03 - Minister (Senior) for Human Resources    
Total Expenditure  38,374  26,675  25,550 
Recurrent Expenditure  15,856  23,675  23,050 
Capital Expenditure  22,517  3,000  2,500 
04 - Minister (Senior) for Rural Affairs    
Total Expenditure  30,467  25,175  32,325 
Recurrent Expenditure  16,809  22,175  22,825 
Capital Expenditure  13,659  3,000  9,500 
05 - Minister (Senior) for Food Security    

Total Expenditure  26,876  34,725  24,675 
Recurrent Expenditure  16,846  22,925  22,175 
Capital Expenditure  10,030  11,800  2,500 
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06 - Minister (Senior) for Urban Affairs    
Total Expenditure  30,650  25,175  28,000 
Recurrent Expenditure  16,970  22,175  22,100 
Capital Expenditure  13,681  3,000  5,900 
07 - Minister (Senior) for Social Welfare    
Total Expenditure  16,298  24,175  27,475 
Recurrent Expenditure  15,756  22,175  24,475 
Capital Expenditure  543  2,000  3,000 
08 - Minister (Senior) for Consumer Welfare    
Total Expenditure  18,511  31,175  31,375 
Recurrent Expenditure  16,193  27,175  24,275 
Capital Expenditure  2,318  4,000  7,100 
09 - Minister (Senior) for National Resources    
Total Expenditure  34,528  33,275  28,375 
Recurrent Expenditure  20,515  22,175  23,275 
Capital Expenditure  14,013  11,100  5,100 
10 - Minister (Senior) for Scientific Affairs    
Total Expenditure  44,276  76,575  113,450 
Recurrent Expenditure  21,820  22,175  26,250 
Capital Expenditure  22,456  54,400  87,200 
11 - Minister (Senior) for International Monetary Co-operation   
Total Expenditure  18,832  27,175  32,975 
Recurrent Expenditure  18,621  25,175  29,075 
Capital Expenditure  212  2,000  3,900 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Head 03 - Secretariat for 
Special Functions (Senior Ministers). 

The Committee recommends that early action be taken to appoint a Consultative 
Committee for the Secretariat for Special Functions (Senior Ministers). 

With regard to the question of implementation of the decisions of the Committee on 
Public Petitions and availability of a mechanism to appeal against a decision of the Public 
Service Commission, the Committee recommends that suitable amendments necessary in the 
rules and procedures to grant redress to needed persons, be introduced very early. 

With regard to the financial provision given for research and development projects 
under the votes of the Minister (Senior) for Scientific Affairs, the Committee noted that the 
Hon. Minister had requested for an allocation of Rs.160 million to establish a foundation for 
the coordinating platform for the Ministry to monitor and combine efforts of all research 
institutions of the country, but only Rs.85 million had been provided by the Treasury. The 
Committee while appreciating the work plan and effort of the Hon. Minister, recommended 
to the Treasury that the total amount required be provided in the next year's Budget. 

 

Ministry of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs Rs '000 
Ministry of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs 2012 

 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  1,523,491  1,959,583  1,850,725 
Recurrent Expenditure  814,207  1,010,983  1,175,425 
Capital Expenditure  709,284  948,600  675,300 
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101 - Minister of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs   
Total Expenditure  589,000 722,293 615,010 
Recurrent Expenditure  97,226 155,743 158,075 
Capital Expenditure  491,773 566,550 456,935 
201 - Department of Buddhist Affairs    
Total Expenditure  602,469 715,370 810,670 
Recurrent Expenditure  511,717 598,770 730,620 
Capital Expenditure  90,753 116,600 80,050 
202 - Department of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs   
Total Expenditure  66,011 180,920 91,690 
Recurrent Expenditure  44,557 58,620 71,140 
Capital Expenditure  21,453 122,300 20,550 
203 - Department of Christian Religious Affairs    
Total Expenditure  85,389 111,400 110,040 
Recurrent Expenditure  65,943 81,400 88,200 
Capital Expenditure  19,446 30,000 21,840 
204 - Department of Hindu Religious and Cultural Affairs   
Total Expenditure  150,142 193,050 186,310 
Recurrent Expenditure  65,048 82,150 92,160 
Capital Expenditure  85,094 110,900 94,150 
205 - Department of Public Trustee    
Total Expenditure  30,480 36,550 37,005 
Recurrent Expenditure  29,716 34,300 35,230 
Capital Expenditure  764 2,250 1,775 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 101, 201-205 - 
Ministry of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs. 

It was brought to the notice of the Committee that a request had been made to the 
Ministry of Public Administration and Home Affairs to consider giving additional marks at the 
interviews for Dhamma School Certificates. The Committee recommends that this matter be 
followed up by the Secretary to the Ministry and a decision be taken early. 

It was also noted that adequate publicity had not been given to the mandatory 
requirement of the law that prior approval of the Ministry of Buddha Sasana and Religious 
Affairs would be required to construct any new places of religious worship, and hence 
recommends that the Secretary to the Ministry to give wide publicity and educate public of 
this requirement through advertisements in print and electronic media, in coordination with 
all news agencies. 

The Committee reiterates its recommendation that text books to all Dhamma Schools of 
all religions be issued by the Government free of charge. 

Ministry of Social Services Rs '000 
Ministry of Social Services 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  1,574,448  3,898,076  4,300,790 
Recurrent Expenditure  1,471,863  3,501,181  4,000,330 
Capital Expenditure  102,585  396,895  300,460 
124 - Minister of Social Services    
Total Expenditure  1,315,423 3,621,231  4,009,745 
Recurrent Expenditure  1,231,644  3,247,261  3,734,620 
Capital Expenditure  83,779  373,970  275,125 
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216 - Department of Social Services    
Total Expenditure  259,025  276,845  291,045 
Recurrent Expenditure  240,219  253,920  265,710 
Capital Expenditure  18,806 22,925  25,335 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 124, 216 - 
Ministry of Social Services. 

Regarding selection of 50 families with disable members in the family from Divisional 
Secretary's Division to give financial aid upto Rs.175,000/- to construct houses of their own, 
the Committee recommends that a variable number of families be selected depending on the 
population in each Divisional Secretary's Division instead of the static number of 50. 

It was brought to the notice of the Committee that although the law prohibited 
construction of buildings without access for persons with disabilities, certain buildings were 
being constructed without such facilities, and the Committee recommended the Secretary to 
the Ministry to instruct the UDA and all Local Government Institutions not to approve plans 
for construction of buildings where public had a right to access, without necessary access for 
persons with disabilities. 

As Members of Parliament wished to release money from their DCB funds for various 
programmes supporting persons with disabilities, the Committee recommended to the 
Secretary to the Ministry to follow up this matter and obtain approval of the Ministry of 
Economic Development for this purpose. The Committee also instructed the Secretary to the 
Ministry to provide all Members of Parliament, with detailed statistics on persons with 
disabilities in each Divisional Secretariat Division. 

Ministry of Public Relations and Public Affairs 
Ministry of Public Relations and Public Affairs 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  134,333 224,500 249,480 
Recurrent Expenditure  48,721 60,000 74,180 
Capital Expenditure  85,612 164,500 175,300 
183 - Minister of Public Relations and Public Affairs 
Total Expenditure  134,333 224,500 249,480 
Recurrent Expenditure  48,721 60,000 74,180 
Capital Expenditure  85,612 164,500 175,300 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Head 183 - Ministry of 
Public Relations and Public Affairs. 

The Committee recommends that additional funds requested for by Members of 
Parliament for development projects in their areas be released. 

Ministry of National Heritage Rs '000 
Ministry of National Heritage 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  1,205,104 1,598,000 1,268,569 
Recurrent Expenditure  724,299 861,458 918,394 
Capital Expenditure  480,805 736,542 350,175 
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142 - Minister of National Heritage    
Total Expenditure  196,521 340,760 226,645 
Recurrent Expenditure  97,860 152,268 145,395 
Capital Expenditure  98,661 188,492 81,250 
207- Department of Archaeology    
Total Expenditure  586,386 679,430 686,782 
Recurrent Expenditure  474,525 517,980 556,382 
Capital Expenditure  111,861 161,450 130,400 
208 - Department of National Museums    
Total Expenditure  121,912 201,670 213,195 
Recurrent Expenditure  92,129 109,270 124,845 
Capital Expenditure  29,784 92,400 88,350 
209 - Department of National Archives    
Total Expenditure  300,284 376,140 141,947 
Recurrent Expenditure  59,785 81,940 91,772 
Capital Expenditure  240,498 294,200 50,175 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 142, 207-209 -
Ministry of National Heritage. 

The Committee observed that the Ministry had found it very difficult to fill existing 
vacancies in specialized fields in the Archaeological Department due to extensive 
qualifications required and also the requested approval had not been granted to amend the 
Schemes of Recruitment. The Committee was of the view that urgent steps need to be taken 
to fill the vacancies and recommended the Secretary to submit a Cabinet Paper seeking 
approval to fill the vacancies with proposals for schemes of recruitment.  

The Committee wishes to note the need to rehabilitate the 'Panamure Elephant Kraal', 
and recommends to explore the possibility of maintaining the 'Ehelepola visiting Palace' as a 
living monument, and to maintain the small museum existed within the Batticaloa Dutch Fort. 

Ministry of Culture and the Arts Rs '000 
Ministry of Culture and the Arts 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  1,198,873 1,636,700 1,487,190 
Recurrent Expenditure  761,193 955,000 996,040 
Capital Expenditure  437,679 681,700 491,150 
177 - Minister of Culture and the Arts    
Total Expenditure  870,003 1,163,880 1,074,840 
Recurrent Expenditure  490,790 634,480 639,240 
Capital Expenditure  379,213 529,400 435,600 
206 - Department of Cultural Affairs    
Total Expenditure  328,870 472,820 412,350 
Recurrent Expenditure  270,404 320,520 356,800 
Capital Expenditure  58,467 152,300 55,550 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 177, 206 - 
Ministry of Culture and the Arts. 

With regard to the rehabilitation projects undertaken by the Ministry like rehabilitation 
of the Tower Hall Theatre and the John de Silva Memorial Theater, the  
Committee recommends that more emphasis be given to complete the projects already 
commenced. 
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Ministry of National Languages and Social Integration Rs '000 
Ministry of National Languages and Social 
Integration 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  369,542 553,641 524,000 
Recurrent Expenditure  233,617 331,298 308,300 
Capital Expenditure  135,924 222,343 215,700 
134 - Minister of National Languages and Social Integration   
Total Expenditure  303,269 434,411 427,840 
Recurrent Expenditure  179,581 247,583 243,590 
Capital Expenditure  123,688 186,828 184,250 
236 - Department of Official Languages    
Total Expenditure  66,273 119,230 96,160 
Recurrent Expenditure  54,036 83,715 64,710 
Capital Expenditure  12,236 35,515 31,450 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 431, 236 - 
Ministry of National Languages and Social Integration. 

The Committee recommends that steps be taken to ensure use of correct Tamil names 
in all name boards including name boards in SLCTB buses. The Committee recommended to 
the Secretary to the Ministry that legal action be instituted against those who do not follow 
the instructions, and to report the progress at the next meeting of the Consultative 
Committee. 

Ministry of Re-settlement Rs '000 
Ministry of Re-settlement 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  545,902  502,409  357,905 
Recurrent Expenditure  200,131  177,892  175,105 
Capital Expenditure  345,771  324,517  182,800 
145 - Minister of Re-settlement    
Total Expenditure  545,902  502,409  357,905 
Recurrent Expenditure  200,131  177,892  175,105 
Capital Expenditure  345,771  324,517  182,800 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Head 145 - Ministry of 
Re-settlement. 

The Committee discussed the question of providing water and sanitation facilities for 
IDPs and availability of funds to build 45,600 toilets required, and noted that Rs.150 million 
would be provided in 2014 which was sufficient to build only 2600 toilets. The Committee 
recommended to the Secretary to the Ministry, to submit a new Cabinet Paper asking for 
additional funds to improve water and sanitation facilities for IDPs and to build the total 
number of toilets required, explaining the urgent necessity to provide these facilities to IDPs. 

The Committee considered the progress of building 1000 houses in each District for re-
settled families and noted that it was not implemented properly. After discussion, the 
Committee recommended to the Secretary to the Ministry to prepare a 3 year program to 
build around 67,000 houses required for IDPs. 

The Committee also recommends that early steps be taken to identify and re-settle all 
Sinhala and Muslim families who were living in the North prior to the beginning of terrorist 
activities. 
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Ministry of Disaster Management Rs '000 
Ministry of Disaster Management 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  1,112,573 2,028,458 2,730,090 
Recurrent Expenditure  554,661 746,973 835,990 
Capital Expenditure  557,912 1,281,485 1,894,100 
106 - Minister of Disaster Management    
Total Expenditure  778,275 1,778,523 2,458,740 
Recurrent Expenditure  378,079 566,323 646,640 
Capital Expenditure  400,196 1,212,200 1,812,100 
304 - Department of Meteorology    
Total Expenditure  334,298 249,935 271,350 
Recurrent Expenditure  176,582 180,650 189,350 
Capital Expenditure  157,716 69,285 82,000 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 106, 304 - 
Ministry of Disaster Management. 

The Committee recommended to the Secretary to the Ministry to prepare a 
comprehensive report on the economic loss caused in each disaster situation, and relief given 
on district basis, and arrange for publishing of the 'Disaster Impact Assessment Report' every 
year containing all necessary data and information. 

The Committee also recommends that early steps be taken to obtain necessary funds 
and modernize the Meteorology Department. 

Ministry of Botanical Gardens and Public Recreation Rs '000 
Ministry of Botanical Gardens and Public 
Recreation 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  781,448 1,494,325 1,398,715 
Recurrent Expenditure  320,469 399,150 481,790 
Capital Expenditure  460,979 1,095,175 916,925 
188 - Minister of Botanical Gardens and Public Recreation   
Total Expenditure    119,990 
Recurrent Expenditure    72,290 
Capital Expenditure    47,700 
294 - Department of National Zoological Gardens 
Total Expenditure  295,668 819,225 691,825 
Recurrent Expenditure  146,152 172,200 173,150 
Capital Expenditure  149,516 647,025 518,675 
322 - Department of National Botanical Gardens    
Total Expenditure  485,780 675,100 586,900 
Recurrent Expenditure  174,317 226,950 236,350 
Capital Expenditure  311,463 448,150 350,550 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 188, 294, 322 - 
Ministry of Botanical Gardens and Public Recreation. 

The Committee recommends that early steps be taken to fill the existing vacancies in all 
positions in the Ministry and Departments. The Committee recommends that more attention 
be paid for producing export quality flowers, and also for training agriculture teachers in 
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schools. The Secretary agreed to organize a training programme in the Gampaha District and 
inform the MPs of the area. 

Ministry of Wildlife Resources Conservation Rs '000 
Ministry of Wildlife Resources Conservation 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  977,187 1,275,755 1,315,000 
Recurrent Expenditure  542,513 607,875 690,000 
Capital Expenditure  434,675 667,880 625,000 
179 - Minister of Wildlife Resources Conservation 
Total Expenditure  72,353 101,245 107,075 
Recurrent Expenditure  61,832 76,265 92,725 
Capital Expenditure  10,521 24,980 14,350 
284 - Department of Wildlife Conservation    
Total Expenditure  904,834 1,174,510 1,207,925 
Recurrent Expenditure  480,681 531,610 597,275 
Capital Expenditure  424,154 642,900 610,650 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 179, 284 - 
Ministry of Wildlife Resources Conservation. 

The Committee recommends that steps be taken to prevent unauthorized filling and 
construction that were taking place within the Muthurajawela Reservations. The Committee 
also stressed the need to minimize human activities in protected areas like Hakgala, Attidiya 
and Nuwara Eliya reservations. The Committee also recommends that suitable steps be taken 
to protect the natural environment of the Negombo lagoon. 

The Committee also recommends that early action be taken to mitigate and solve the 
long-lasting human elephant conflict in many areas of the country, and implement necessary 
precautionary measures at the earliest, whilst preserving the natural habitats required for 
elephants. The Committee also noted that certain steps taken were affecting the public views 
and property in certain areas, and recommends that views of the public in the area be 
obtained before implementing any solutions. 

The Committee also recommends that suitable steps be taken to preserve the natural 
herbal plants, and also to grow them commercially where it is economically beneficial. 

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Heads 179, 284 - Ministry of Wildlife 
Resources Conservation. 

Ministry of Productivity Promotion Rs '000 
Ministry of Productivity Promotion 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  884,452 592,400 637,600 
Recurrent Expenditure  808,232 428,400 551,500 
Capital Expenditure  76,220 164,000 86,100 
181 - Minister of Productivity Promotion    
Total Expenditure  672,563 305,200 369,300 
Recurrent Expenditure  620,140 184,400 310,900 
Capital Expenditure  52,423 120,800 58,400 
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328 - Department of Manpower and Employment 
Total Expenditure  211,889 287,200 268,300 
Recurrent Expenditure  188,092 244,000 240,600 
Capital Expenditure  23,797 43,200 27,700 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 181, 328 - 
Ministry of Productivity Promotion. 

The Committee stressed the need for the new graduate recruits to work in the field 
going down to the grass root level, and their work should not confine to urban cities.  

The Committee recommends that all government institutions do work in line with the 
national productivity promotion concepts and all officers at all levels should be well trained 
to implement such concepts. The Committee also recommends that every step be taken to 
train resource personnel for the future in collaboration with the Universities, whilst pointing 
out the need to increase productivity in the tea plantation sector and to educate the Trade 
Unions about the contributions required from the workers. 

Ministry of Plantation Industries Rs '000 
Ministry of Plantation Industries 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  2,262,862 2,906,148 4,052,100 
Recurrent Expenditure  1,087,245 1,209,750 1,355,100 
Capital Expenditure  1,175,617 1,696,398 2,697,000 
135 - Minister of Plantation Industries    
Total Expenditure  1,630,862 2,056,298 2,718,200 
Recurrent Expenditure  906,654 1,005,900 1,144,200 
Capital Expenditure  724,209 1,050,398 1,574,000 
293 - Department of Rubber Development    
Total Expenditure  632,000 849,850 1,333,900 
Recurrent Expenditure  180,591 203,850 210,900 
Capital Expenditure  451,409 646,000 1,123,000 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 135, 293 - 
Ministry of Plantation Industries. 

The Committee recommends that the benefit of CESS tax collected be utilized for the 
development of the tea and rubber industries whilst appreciating the large amounts 
reinvested in the industries by the Government. 

The Committee also recommends that new technology be introduced in the factories to 
improve efficiency and productivity, together with suitable programmes to conserve water 
and soil. 

The Committee also recommends that suitable programmes be implemented to provide 
better housing facilities to estate workers. 
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Ministry of Minor Export Crop Promotion Rs '000 
Ministry of Minor Export Crop Promotion 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  655,282 934,500 940,970 
Recurrent Expenditure  391,389 435,780 480,570 
Capital Expenditure  263,893 498,720 460,400 
180 - Minister of Minor Export Crop Promotion    
Total Expenditure  154,807 212,890 196,500 
Recurrent Expenditure  113,919 129,970 124,300 
Capital Expenditure  40,888 82,920 72,200 
289 - Department of Export Agriculture    
Total Expenditure  500,475 721,610 744,470 
Recurrent Expenditure  277,469 305,810 356,270 
Capital Expenditure  223,005 415,800 388,200 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 180, 289 - 
Ministry of Minor Export Crop Promotion. 

Considering the requests from Members of Parliament, the Committee recommends 
that steps be taken to develop and promote pepper, betel, saffron and 'daspethiya' flower 
cultivations which are now attracting large foreign markets 

Ministry of Coconut Development and Janatha Estate Development 

 Rs '000 
Ministry of Coconut Development and Janatha 
Estate Development 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  1,090,966 1,783,260 1,783,700 
Recurrent Expenditure  536,461 712,741 833,700 
Capital Expenditure  554,505 1,070,519 950,000 
178 - Minister of Coconut Development and Janatha Estate Development 
Total Expenditure  1,090,966 1,783,260 1,783,700 
Recurrent Expenditure  536,461 712,741 833,700 
Capital Expenditure  554,505 1,070,519 950,000 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Head 178 - Ministry of Coconut 
Development and Janatha Estate Development. 

The Committee recommends that farmers should be educated in taking measures to 
protect new coconut plants from various insects and attacking animals like porcupines, 
monkeys, etc. , and also a suitable monitoring programme be introduced to ensure that all 
coconut plants distributed are properly planted to obtain maximum coconut production. The 
Committee wishes to stress that any officers deployed on monitoring the projects for the 
development of coconut plantations should work in the field and never be confined to 
offices. 

The Committee recommends that suitable replantation programmes be introduced to 
maintain productivity when the plantations grow old, and emphasis should be given to 
introduce new breeds that do not grow very tall but gives the same high production, as it is 
now difficult to find manpower for plucking coconuts. 

The Committee wishes to suggest that details of coconut plantations including details of 
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owners should be maintained for development and expansion purposes, and private sector 
entrepreneurs should be encouraged to renew and expand their plantations. 

The Committee recommends that new technology be introduced to promote bottling 
and export of coconut water, and to extract higher percentage of coconut milk from scraped 
coconut. The Committee recommends to organize an exhibition about the coconut industry, 
including all coconut based products, new processed food items etc. along with Coco Tech 
2014 Seminar which was proposed to be held in Sri Lanka. 

The Committee was of the view that a socio economic survey be conducted and people 
should be educated on the profitability of the industry, and new programmes should be 
launched in collaboration with the Ministry of Productivity Promotion. 

Ministry of Sugar Industry Development Rs '000 
Ministry of Sugar Industry Development 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure    91,000 
Recurrent Expenditure    61,000 
Capital Expenditure    30,000 
186 - Minister of Sugar Industry Development    
Total Expenditure    91,000 
Recurrent Expenditure    61,000 
Capital Expenditure    30,000 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Head 186 - Ministry of 
Sugar Industry Development. 

The Secretary to the Ministry stated that it was expected to construct two renewable 
energy power generation plants at Pelawatta and Sevanagala Sugar factories which would 
generate at least 16 MW and add to the main CEB grid.  

The Committee recommends that farmers be motivated for more sugar cane cultivation, 
and suitable incentives and assistance be given to them, with a view to producing a 
considerable portion of the country's sugar needs and to minimize imports. 

Ministry of Postal Services Rs '000 
Ministry of Postal Services 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  8,568,198 8,967,730 9,362,000 
Recurrent Expenditure  8,333,282 8,574,930 9,012,000 
Capital Expenditure  234,916 392,800 350,000 
108 - Minister of Postal Services    
Total Expenditure  180,831 260,030 297,500 
Recurrent Expenditure  75,582 87,030 94,400 
Capital Expenditure  105,248 173,000 203,100 
308- Department of Posts    
Total Expenditure  8,387,367 8,707,700 9,064,500 
Recurrent Expenditure  8,257,700 8,487,900 8,917,600 
Capital Expenditure  129,667 219,800 146,900 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 108, 308 - 
Ministry of Postal Services. 
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The Committee recommends that early action be taken to repair and rehabilitate post 
offices which are in poor conditions, and to provide equal services to all Members of 
Parliament. The Committee also recommends that services already provided free of charge to 
MPs be continued. 

Ministry of Private Transport Services Rs '000 
Ministry of Private Transport Services 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  301,382 767,275 744,725 
Recurrent Expenditure  235,181 560,475 566,425 
Capital Expenditure  66,201 206,800 178,300 
184 - Minister of Private Transport Services    
Total Expenditure  301,382 767,275 744,725 
Recurrent Expenditure  235,181 560,475 566,425 
Capital Expenditure  66,201 206,800 178,300 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Head 184 - Ministry of 
Private Transport Services. 

The Committee recommends that a national policy on private bus transport be 
formulated and implemented early, through the Provincial Councils and peripheral 
administrative units.  

Considering the need to provide quality service to the commuters, the Committee 
recommends that regulations be introduced to impose disciplinary control on the conduct of 
drivers and conductors including the uniforms of staff, and any violators should be 
prosecuted. 

The Committee considered the necessity and importance of maintaining and expanding 
'Sisu-Sariya', 'Nisi-Sariya' and 'Gami-Sariya' services and recommended that necessary funds 
be provided to expand these services to all necessary areas. The Committee stressed the 
need to ensure highest possible safety conditions for the passengers. 

The Committee recommended that a service with small buses be commenced to operate 
within city limits, as large buses entering the cities cause heavy traffic congestions, and new 
legislation be introduced to ensure quality of service and to punish wrong doers. The 
Committee suggests to undertake a study on the economic loss due to traffic congestion and 
implement suitable preventive measures. 

Ministry of Public Management Reforms Rs '000 
Ministry of Public Management Reforms 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  99,887  221,350  223,450 
Recurrent Expenditure  63,718  124,050  122,800 
Capital Expenditure  36,169 97,300  100,650 
173 - Minister of Public Management Reforms    
Total Expenditure  99,887  221,350  223,450 
Recurrent Expenditure  63,718  124,050  122,800 
Capital Expenditure  36,169 97,300  100,650 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Head 173 - Ministry of 
Public Management Reforms. 
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The Committee considered the unsatisfactory situation of inability to fill vacancies in the 
Ministry and recommends that this issue be seriously considered by the Government and 
make necessary changes in the salaries structure so as to attract qualified and experienced 
personnel into the government sector positions, especially at higher management levels. 

Ministry of Labour and Labour Relations Rs '000 
Ministry of Labour and Labour Relations 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  1,417,841 2,090,495 1,698,260 
Recurrent Expenditure  1,088,951 1,270,185 1,282,260 
Capital Expenditure  328,889 820,310 416,000 
127 - Minister of Labour and Labour Relations    
Total Expenditure  164,433 229,590 208,910 
Recurrent Expenditure  135,056 169,555 166,110 
Capital Expenditure  29,376 60,035 42,800 
221 - Department of Labour    
Total Expenditure  1,253,408 1,860,905 1,489,350 
Recurrent Expenditure  953,895 1,100,630 1,116,150 
Capital Expenditure  299,513 760,275 373,200 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 127, 221 - 
Ministry of Labour and Labour Relations. 

The Committee recommends that the passing of the Act presented in Parliament 
proposing to release 30% of EPF & EPF Fund to provide medical insurance and housing loans 
for employees be expedited.  

The Committee recommends that suitable steps be taken to have Annual Reports of EPF 
and ETF together with Auditor General's Report, presented in Parliament. 

Ministry of State Resources and Enterprise Development Rs '000 
Ministry of State Resources and Enterprise 
Development 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  128,387 883,868 260,630 
Recurrent Expenditure  96,806 110,978 91,780 
Capital Expenditure  31,582 772,889 168,850 
175 - Minister of State Resources and Enterprise Development 
Total Expenditure  128,387 883,868 260,630 
Recurrent Expenditure  96,806 110,978 91,780 
Capital Expenditure  31,582 772,889 168,850 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Head 175 - Ministry of 
State Resources and Enterprise Development. 

The Committee recommends that production in several factories in the North and East 
be commenced early, after discussing with the security authorities to release such premises 
for commercial operations. 

The Committee recommends to submit a Cabinet Paper requiring the Heads of all 
government institutions to hand over their waste paper stocks to the National Paper 
Corporation for manufacturing of papers, and the necessary funds for its operations and 
expansions be released from the Treasury. 
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Hon. Muthu Sivalingam pointed out that EPF and ETF of estate workers in the JEDB and 
SPC estates were not settled and the workers were given only 2-3 days' work causing a lot of 
hardships to the workers. 

The Committee recommended that a special Consultative Committee meeting be 
convened in January 2014, to discuss other matters relating to the Ministry which the Hon. 
Members wished to discuss and seek clarification.  

Ministry of Livestock and Rural Community Development Rs '000 
Ministry of Livestock and Rural Community 
Development 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  2,543,925 2,997,158 3,499,046 
Recurrent Expenditure  438,857 485,462 709,046 
Capital Expenditure  2,105,068 2,511,696 2,790,000 
140 - Minister of Livestock and Rural Community Development 
Total Expenditure  1,855,373 2,152,702 2,596,001 
Recurrent Expenditure  143,569 173,906 356,801 
Capital Expenditure  1,711,805 1,978,796 2,239,200 
292 - Department of Animal Production and Health 
Total Expenditure  688,551 844,456 903,045 
Recurrent Expenditure  295,288 311,556 352,245 
Capital Expenditure  393,263 532,900 550,800 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 140, 292 - 
Ministry of Livestock and Rural Community Development. 

The Chairman considered that qualified veterinary surgeons were not joining 
government service and recommended to the Secretary to take early steps to recruit 
qualified veterinary surgeons to fill the vacancies. 

Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energy Rs '000 
Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energy 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  2,378,778 4,059,165 4,264,820 
Recurrent Expenditure  1,362,589 1,622,650 1,764,820 
Capital Expenditure  1,016,189 2,436,515 2,500,000 
160 - Minister of Environment and Renewable Energy   
Total Expenditure  1,189,453 2,695,695 2,824,120 
Recurrent Expenditure  548,179 713,080 824,520 
Capital Expenditure  641,273 1,982,615 1,999,600 
283 - Department of Forests    
Total Expenditure  1,189,325 1,363,470 1,440,700 
Recurrent Expenditure  814,410 909,570 940,300 
Capital Expenditure  374,915 453,900 500,400 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Heads 160, 283 - 
Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energy. 

The Committee recommends that steps be taken to protect mangroves in the Negambo 
lagoon and Kalpitiya, and persons involved in unauthorized fillings be prosecuted. 

The Committee also note that the Hon. Minister of Environment and Renewable Energy 
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has taken steps to cancel all the licenses issued for excavation using backhoe machines. 

The Committee recommends that early steps be taken to develop the granite industry in 
Galewela and Rakwana as huge foreign exchange can be earned by exporting it in value 
added form.   

The Committee also suggests that rest houses near forest reserves be rehabilitated and 
developed so as to attract more tourists. 

Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs Rs '000 
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs 2012 

 
2013 

Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  361,308  425,000  445,000 
Recurrent Expenditure  340,560  373,000  400,000 
Capital Expenditure  20,748  52,000  45,000 
143 - Minister of Parliamentary Affairs    
Total Expenditure  361,308  425,000  445,000 
Recurrent Expenditure  340,560  373,000  400,000 
Capital Expenditure  20,748  52,000  45,000 

The Committee considered and approved the Estimates for the Head 143 - Ministry of 
Parliamentary Affairs. 

The Committee recommends that increased Health Insurance Coverage be provided to 
Members of Parliament and possibility be explored to include family members of MPS also 
under this scheme. 

The Committee considered that the salaries of Members of Parliament were made to be 
on par with that of judges, but as the salaries of MPs have now become less such anomalies 
be rectified early and recommends that these discrepancies be addressed early. 
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Appendix 1  

Select Committee to discuss the Heads of Expenditure of Ministries Selected from 

the Budget Estimates of the year 2014 

PROGRAMME  

Date Time Heads Ministries 

Monday 
02/12/2013 
(Day 01) 

10.30 a.m. 
– 1.00 p.m. 

03 

Ministry of Good Governance and 
Infrastructure 

Ministry of Human Resources 
Ministry of Rural Affairs 
Ministry of Food Security 
Ministry of Urban Affairs 

2.00 p.m. – 
4.30 p.m. 

03 

Ministry of Social Welfare 
Ministry of Consumer Welfare 
Ministry of National Resources 
Ministry of Scientific Affairs 
Ministry of International Monetary Co-

operation 

Tuesday 
03/12/2013 
(Day 02) 

10.30 a.m. 
– 1.00 p.m. 

101,  
201-205 

Ministry of Buddha Sasana and Religious 
Affairs 

124, 216 Ministry of Social Services 

2.00 p.m. – 
4.30 p.m. 

433 Ministry of Public Relations and Public Affairs 

142, 
207-209 

Ministry of National Heritage 

Wednesday 
04/12/2013 
(Day 03) 

10.30 a.m. 
– 1.00 p.m. 

422,771 Ministry of Culture and Arts 

134, 236 
Ministry of National Languages and Social 

Integration 

2.00 p.m. – 
4.30 p.m. 

411 Ministry of Resettlement 

471 ,371  Ministry of Disaster Management 

Thursday 
05/12/2013 
(Day 04) 

10.30 a.m. 
– 1.00 p.m. 

433 ,741 ,
377 

Ministry of Botanical Gardens and Public 
Recreation 

424 ,731  Ministry of Wildlife Resources Conservation 

2.00 p.m. – 
4.30 p.m. 

434 ,373  Ministry of Productivity Promotion 

431 ,743  Ministry of Plantation industries 

Friday 
06/12/2013 
(Day 05) 

10.30 a.m. 
– 1.00 p.m. 

178 
Ministry of Coconut Development and Janata 

Estate Development 

2.00 p.m. – 
4.30 p.m. 

186 Ministry of Sugar Industry Development 

108, 308 Ministry of Postal Services 

Saturday 
07/12/2013 
(Day 06) 

10.30 a.m. 
– 1.00 p.m. 

184 Ministry of Private Transport Services 

2.00 p.m. – 
4.30 p.m. 

173 Ministry of Public Management Reforms 

127, 221 Ministry of Labour and Labour Relations 
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Date Time Heads Ministries 

Monday 
09/12/2013 
(Day 07) 

10.30 a.m. 
– 1.00 p.m. 

175 
Ministry of State Resources and Enterprise 

Development 

140, 292 
Ministry of Livestock and Rural Community 

Development 

143 Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs 

2.00 p.m. – 
4.30 p.m. 

160, 283 
Ministry of Environment and Renewable 

Energy 

180, 289 Ministry of Minor Export Crops Promotion 
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Appendix 2  

Minutes of meetings of the Select Committee to discuss the Heads of Expenditure of 

Ministries Selected from the Budget Estimates of the year 2014 

 

 

Dates of meetings of the Committee 

  

First Meeting - Saturday, 23 November 2013 

Second Meeting - Monday, 02 December 2013 

Third Meeting - Tuesday, 03 December 2013 

Fourth Meeting - Wednesday, 04 December 2013 

Fifth Meeting - Thursday, 05 December 2013 

Sixth Meeting - Friday, 06 December 2013 

Seventh Meeting - Saturday, 07 December 2013 

Eighth Meeting - Monday, 09 December 2013 

Ninth Meeting - Friday, 12 December 2013 
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MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENT TO 
DISCUSS THE HEADS OF EXPENDITURE OF MINISTRIES SELECTED FROM THE 

BUDGET ESTIMATES OF 2014 

Saturday, 23 November 2013 at 12.00 noon 

PRESENT: 

Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman) 
Hon. W. D. J. Senewiratne 
Hon. Rauf Hakeem 
Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna 
Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. Suresh K. Premachandran 
Hon. Pon. Selvarasa 
Hon. Silvastrie Alantin 
Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 
Committee 

1. The Committee met pursuant to the notice. Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, 
Chairman of the Committee took the chair. 

2. The Committee resolved that the quorum of the Committee shall be three 
Members.  

3. The Committee considered the draft program of the Committee and approved 
the same.  

 The Committee deliberated and resolved, - 

a) to summon the Secretaries to Ministries and other relevant officials on 
the respective dates; 

b) to inform Secretaries to Ministries to send very early a report explaining 
the follow-up action taken on the recommendations made at the last year’s 
Committee; 

c) to summon the relevant officials of the General Treasury to all meetings 
so that any clarifications required could be obtained; 

d) to inform the Secretaries to -  

(i) make a brief presentation containing, - 

 Short Profile of the Ministry, Budget for the year 2013, activities 
carried out during 2013, Budget for the year 2014 and programme 
of work for 2014; 

(ii) send very early a report explaining the follow-up action taken on the 
recommendations made at the last year’s Committee; 

(iii) send copies of the Progress Report of the Ministry for the year 2013 on 
or before 27.11.2013 so that they could be circulated among the 
Members before the meetings; 

e) to meet as follows from 10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. each day, to consider the 
Estimates for 2014 - 
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(i) Monday, 02 December 2013 
(ii) Tuesday, 03 December 2013 
(iii) Wednesday, 04 December 201 
(iv) Thursday, 05 December 2013 
(v) Friday, 06 December 2013 
(vi) Saturday, 07 December 2013 
(vii) Monday, 09 December 2013 

f) to circulate the schedule of Committee meetings among all Members of 
Parliament informing all Members of Parliament that they can participate in 
the deliberations of the Committee; 

g) to meet again on 12.12.2013 and 14.12.2013 to discuss the draft of the 
Report ; 

4. The Committee was at 12.30 p.m. adjourned till 10.30 a.m. on 02 December 
2013. 

sgd/ K. Rohanadeera 
Secretary to the Committee  

Committee Office 
Parliament of Sri Lanka 
Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte 
23.11.2013 
 

 

MINUTES OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENT 
TO DISCUSS THE HEADS OF EXPENDITURE OF MINISTRIES SELECTED FROM THE 

BUDGET ESTIMATES OF 2014 
Monday, 02 December 2013 at 10.30 a.m. 

PRESENT: 
Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman) 
Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama 
Hon. Athauda Seneviratne 
Hon. Muthu Sivalingam 
Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna 
Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. R .Yogarajan 
Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva 
Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 
Committee 

Ministers present: 

Hon. Ratnasiri  Wickramanayaka, Minister (Senior) for Good Governance and 
Infrastructure 

Hon. P. Dayaratna, Minister (Senior) for Food Security 
Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie, Minister (Senior) for Urban Affairs 
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Hon. DEW Gunasekera, Minister (Senior) for Human Resources 
Other Members Present: 

Hon. W.B. Ekanayake, Deputy Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources 
Manaement 

Hon. S.C. Mutukumarana, Deputy Minister of Rehabilitation and Prison Reforms 
Hon. (Ms.) Kamala Ranathunga 

Officials Present from the General Treasury: 

Mr. Mahinda Saliya, Additional Director General, State Accounts Department 
Mr. G.K. Wimalaweera, Additional Director General, National Budget Department 
Mr. Rukmal Abeywickrama, Additional Director General, National Budget Department 
Mrs. W.K. Chaturangi, Assistant Director, National Budget Department 
Mrs. P.H. Chandima, Assistant Director, National Planning Department 

Head 03 - Secretariat for Special Functions (Senior Ministers) 

Officials Present: 

Mr. Mahinda Madihahewa, Secretary/Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. S. Liyanagama, Secretary/Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. D.L. Kumaradasa, Consultant 
Mr. A.W.P. Silva, Chief Accountant 
Mrs. R.P.M.S. Rajapakshe, Assistant Secretary 
Mr. S.D. Hettiarachchi, Management Assistant  
Mrs. P.H. Harshani Yasanthika, Development Officer 
 

The Committee met pursuant to the adjournment. The Hon. Nimal Siripala de 
Silva, Chairman of the Committee took the chair.  

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Head 3 - Secretariat for Special 
Functions (Senior Ministers). 

 

Head 3 - Secretariat for Special Functions 
(Senior Ministers ) 

Rs. '000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

Total Expenditure  375,171 481,725 502,925 
Recurrent Expenditure  271,928 344,425 367,325 
Capital Expenditure  103,243 137,300 135,600 
01 - General Administration and Establishment Services 
Total Expenditure  97,497 127,175 130,550 
Recurrent Expenditure  95,554 109,675 125,600 
Capital Expenditure  1,943 17,500 4,950 
02 - Minister (Senior) for Good Governance and Infrastructure 
Total Expenditure  18,861  50,425  28,175 
Recurrent Expenditure  16,989  24,925  24,225 
Capital Expenditure  1,872  25,500  3,950 
03 - Minister (Senior) for Human Resources    
Total Expenditure  38,374  26,675  25,550 
Recurrent Expenditure  15,856  23,675  23,050 
Capital Expenditure  22,517  3,000  2,500 
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04 - Minister (Senior) for Rural Affairs    
Total Expenditure  30,467  25,175  32,325 
Recurrent Expenditure  16,809  22,175  22,825 
Capital Expenditure  13,659  3,000  9,500 
05 - Minister (Senior) for Food Security    

Total Expenditure  26,876  34,725  24,675 
Recurrent Expenditure  16,846  22,925  22,175 
Capital Expenditure  10,030  11,800  2,500 
06 - Minister (Senior) for Urban Affairs    
Total Expenditure  30,650  25,175  28,000 
Recurrent Expenditure  16,970  22,175  22,100 
Capital Expenditure  13,681  3,000  5,900 

Mr. Mahinda Madihahewa, Secretary/Chief Executive Officer, Secretariat for 
Special Functions (Senior Ministers) made a presentation explaining the progress of 
the year 2013 and the programme of work for the year 2014. 

Mr. Mahinda Madihahewa stated that a programme will be implemented to 
minimize disputes in the government sector and a pilot project covering the health 
sector has already been initiated. 

Mr. Madihahewa further stated that the National Policy on Human Resources 
and Employment has been launched in October 2013 under the guidance of His 
Excellency the President Mahinda Rajapakse for which several programmes had also 
been launched to improve the quality of the Government Sector. 

In reply to the queries made by the Members regarding implementation of 
recommendations made at the Committee in the previous years on public 
complaints about violation or absence of good governance principles, the Secretary 
stated that, 60 such complaints have been attended in the year 2013, and website 
named "seniorminsec.gov.lk" had already been launched. 

The Chairman stated that the question of appointing a Consultative Committee 
would be taken up at a future meeting of the Committee on Parliamentary Business 
for decision. 

The Committee deliberated on implementation of the decisions of the 
Committee on Public Petitions and availability of a mechanism to appeal against a 
decision of the Public Service Commission. The Chairman explained that the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal had already been established for this purpose. The 
Committee resolved that attention be paid for any amendments required to be 
made to the rules and procedures to grant redress to the petitioners. 
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2.00 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman) 
Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama 
Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna 
Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. R .Yogarajan  
Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva 
Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 
Committee 

Ministers present: 

Hon. Milroy Fernando, Minister of Social Welfare  
Hon. S. B. Nawinne, Minister of Consumer Welfare  
Hon. Piyasena Gamage, Minister of National Resources 
Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana, Minister of Scientific Affairs 

Officials Present from the General Treasury: 

Mr. Mahinda Saliya, Additional Director General, State Accounts Department 
Mr. G.K. Wimalaweera, Additional Director General, National Budget Department 
Mr. Rukmal Abeywickrama, Additional Director General, National Budget Department 
Mrs. W.K. Chaturangi, Assistant Director, National Budget Department 
Mrs. P.H. Chandima, Assistant Director, National Planning Department 

Head 03 - Secretariat for Special Functions (Senior Ministers). 

Officials Present: 

Mr. Mahinda Madihahewa, Secretary/Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. S. Liyanagama , Secretary/Chief Executive Officer 
Prof. Ajith de Alwis, Project Director 
Mr. A.W.P. Silva, Chief Accountant 
Mrs. R.P.M.S. Rajapakshe, Asst. Secretary 
Mrs. W. A. Indrani,Co-ordinating Secretary 
Mr. H.D.B. Chandrasekara, Programme Director 
Mr. S.D. Hettiarachchi, Management Assistant  
Mrs. P.H. Harshani Yasanthika, Development Officer 
 

The Committee met pursuant to the adjournment. The Hon. Nimal Siripala de 
Silva, Chairman of the Committee took the chair.  

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Head 3 - Secretariat for Special 
Functions (Senior Ministers). 
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Head 3 - Secretariat for Special Functions 
(Senior Ministers ) 
Rs. '000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

07 - Minister (Senior) for Social Welfare    
Total Expenditure  16,298  24,175  27,475 
Recurrent Expenditure  15,756  22,175  24,475 
Capital Expenditure  543  2,000  3,000 
08 - Minister (Senior) for Consumer Welfare 
Total Expenditure  18,511  31,175  31,375 
Recurrent Expenditure  16,193  27,175  24,275 
Capital Expenditure  2,318  4,000  7,100 
09 - Minister (Senior) for National Resources 
Total Expenditure  34,528  33,275  28,375 
Recurrent Expenditure  20,515  22,175  23,275 
Capital Expenditure  14,013  11,100  5,100 
10 - Minister (Senior) for Scientific Affairs    
Total Expenditure  44,276  76,575  113,450 
Recurrent Expenditure  21,820  22,175  26,250 
Capital Expenditure  22,456  54,400  87,200 

11 - Minister (Senior) for International Monetary Co-operation 
Total Expenditure  18,832  27,175  32,975 
Recurrent Expenditure  18,621  25,175  29,075 
Capital Expenditure  212  2,000  3,900 

Mr. S. Liyanagama, Chief Executive Officer of the Secretariat made a 
presentation on the performance of the respective Ministries with the direction of 
the Hon. Ministers in the year 2013 and the target plan for the Year 2014.  

Mr. Liyanagama elaborated on monitoring, evaluating and coordinating in 
Social Welfare and Consumer Welfare by the respective Ministries with the line 
Ministries in order to achieve expected targets. 

Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera pointed out that funds to give fuel subsidy to 
fishermen was not shown under a separate head and hence cannot be identified. 
Mr. Mahinda Saliya, Additional Director General, Ministry of Finance & Planning 
explained that necessary funds had been provided under Votes of the Ministry of 
Fisheries. 

The Hon. Prof. Tissa Vitarana submitted to the Committee the achievements 
and targets of his Ministry with multi sectorial programs. The Hon. Minister stated 
that an allocation of Rs.160 million was requested to establish a foundation for the 
coordinating platform for the Ministry to monitor and combine efforts of all 
research institutions of the country, but only Rs.85 million had been provided by the 
Treasury. Hon. Tissa Vitharana stressed the need to receive the full allocation before 
commencement of the project and urged that this total amount be provided in this 
year's Budget. 

The Committee appreciated the work plan and effort of the Hon. Minister and 
recommended to the Treasury that the total amount required be provided in the 
next year's Budget. 

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Head 03 - Secretariat for Special 
Functions (Senior Ministers). 
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The Committee was at 3.30 p.m. adjourned till 10.30 a.m. on Tuesday, 03 
December774 3. 

 sgd/ K. Rohanadeera 
Secretary to the Committee  

 
Committee Office 
Parliament of Sri Lanka 
Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte 
02.12.2013 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE THIRD MEETING OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENT TO 

DISCUSS THE HEADS OF EXPENDITURE OF MINISTRIES SELECTED FROM THE 
BUDGET ESTIMATES OF 2014 

Tuesday, 03 December 2013 at 10.30 a.m. 

PRESENT: 
Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman) 
Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna 
Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. Pon. Selvarasa 
Hon. R. Yogarajan 
Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle 
Hon. Hunais Farook 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 
Committee 

Ministers Present: 
Hon. D.M. Jayaratne, Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha Sasana & Religious 

Affairs 
Hon. Felix Perera, Minister Social Services 

Other Members Present: 
Hon. T.Ranjith de Zoysa 
Hon. Janaka Bandara  
Hon. Vijitha Berugoda 
Hon. (Ms.) Kamala Ranathunga 

Officials Present from the General Treasury: 
Ms. Geetha Wimalaweera, Additional Director General, National Budget 

Department 
Ms. Nalanee Amaratunga, Director, National Budget Department 
Ms. C. Senanayaka, Director, National Budget Department 
Mr. N.U.N. Mendis, Director, National Budget Department 
Mr. Mahesh Hewawitharana, Assistant Director, National Budget Department 
 

The Committee met pursuant to the adjournment. Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, 
Chairman of the Committee took the Chair. 
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Heads 101,201-205 - Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs 

Officials Present 
Mr. M.K.B Disanayake, Secretary  
Mrs. R.P.W Gunawardane, Additional Secretary (Development),  
Mr. K.N.J. Cooray, Senior Additional Secretary (Religious Affairs) 
Mrs. K.M.W. Priyadarshani, Senior Additional Secretary (Development)  
Mr. K.B.D.M.P.B Disanayake, Director (Development) 
Mr. Manjula Vidanarachchi, Assistant Director (Development)  
Ms. K.S.A.C.L. Senadhira, Assistant Secretary (Admin) 
Ms. Savithri Jayakody, Assistant Secretary (Development) 
Mr. D.S. Sunil Samarasighe, Administrative Officer (Acting)  
Mr. Chandraprema Gamage, Commissioner General of Buddhist Affairs, Department 

of Buddhist Affairs  
Mr. H.K.A Ranjith Udayasiri, Chief Accountant, Department of Buddhist Affairs     
Miss D.T.K. Disanayaka, Deputy Public Trustee, Department of Public Trustee  
Mr. U.G.P. Kumarasiri, Chief Accountant, Department of Public Trustee        
Mr. A.R. Gunawardhana, Director, Department of Christian Religious Affairs 
Miss Shanthi Navukarasan, Director, Department of Hindu Religious & Cultural 

Affairs 
Mr. M.G. Kandeepan, Accountant, Department of Public Trustee 
 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Heads 101,201, 202, 203, 204 
and 205 of the Ministry of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs. 

Ministry of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs 
Rs. '000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

Total Expenditure  1,523,491  1,959,583  1,850,725 
Recurrent Expenditure  814,207  1,010,983  1,175,425 
Capital Expenditure  709,284  948,600  675,300 
101 - Minister of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs 
Total Expenditure  589,000 722,293 615,010 
Recurrent Expenditure  97,226 155,743 158,075 
Capital Expenditure  491,773 566,550 456,935 
201 - Department of Buddhist Affairs    
Total Expenditure  602,469 715,370 810,670 
Recurrent Expenditure  511,717 598,770 730,620 
Capital Expenditure  90,753 116,600 80,050 
202 - Department of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs 
Total Expenditure  66,011 180,920 91,690 
Recurrent Expenditure  44,557 58,620 71,140 
Capital Expenditure  21,453 122,300 20,550 
203 - Department of Christian Religious Affairs    
Total Expenditure  85,389 111,400 110,040 
Recurrent Expenditure  65,943 81,400 88,200 
Capital Expenditure  19,446 30,000 21,840 
204 - Department of Hindu Religious and Cultural Affairs   
Total Expenditure  150,142 193,050 186,310 
Recurrent Expenditure  65,048 82,150 92,160 
Capital Expenditure  85,094 110,900 94,150 
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205 - Department of Public Trustee    
Total Expenditure  30,480 36,550 37,005 
Recurrent Expenditure  29,716 34,300 35,230 
Capital Expenditure  764 2,250 1,775 

Mr. M.K.B. Dissanayake, Secretary, Ministry of Buddha Sasana and Religious 
Affairs made a presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the 
programme of work for the year 2014. 

Inquiring about the steps taken to implement the recommendations made by 
the Committee of the previous year, Hon. Joseph Michael Perera questioned 
whether any steps were taken to give due recognition to the Dhamma School 
Certificate at the interviews for recruitment in the government sector.  

Mr. M.K.B. Dissanayake, Secretary to the Ministry informed that a request had 
been made to the Ministry of Public Administration and Home Affairs to consider 
giving additional marks at the interviews. The Committee instructed the Secretary 
to the Ministry to follow up action on this matter. 

Hon. Joseph Michael Perera stated that adequate publicity had not been given 
to the mandatory requirement of the law that prior approval of the Ministry would 
be required to construct any new places of religious worship. The Secretary 
explained that all the Divisional Secretaries had been notified of this requirement 
through a circular. The Committee was of the view that public should be made 
aware of this requirement through advertisements in print and electronic media, 
and instructed the Secretary to the Ministry to coordinate with all news agencies to 
give wider publicity to this matter. 

Speaking about issuing of text books to Dhamma Schools, the Secretary to the 
Ministry explained that all text books to Buddhist, Hindu and Muslim Dhamma 
Schools were given free by the Government and any assistance requested for by the 
Catholic Church would be provided. Hon. Joseph Michael Perera rejected the 
observation made by Mr. A.R. Gunawardhana, Director, Department of Christian 
Religious Affairs that no such requests had been made by the Catholic Church. Mr. 
Gunawardhana stated that books worth of Rs.15,000/- be also given to the Libraries 
of each Dhamma School. Mr. M.K.B. Dissanayake, Secretary to the Ministry 
undertook to discuss this matter with the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Colombo at the meeting 
scheduled for this day. Mr. Dissanayake explained that necessary repairs and 
developments to the Churches of the relevant area will be carried out under 'Deyata 
Kirula' programme, in addition to assistance given to upgrade facilities like 
electricity and water. 

Hon. Hunais Farook requested that Muslim and Hindu Dhamma School 
Certificates also be given same status as Buddhist Dhamma School Certificates at 
the interviews. He also requested that Muslim and Hindu Religious Training 
Institutions be treated same as 'Pirivenas' for granting aid and other assistance etc. 

The Committee approved the Draft Estimates for the Heads 101, 201, 202, 203, 
204 and 205 of the Ministry of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs.  
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Heads 124, 216 - Ministry of Social Services 

Officials Present 

Mrs. M.A. Emelda Sukumar, Secretary, Ministry of Social Services  
Mrs. H.C Fernando, Chief Accountant 
Mrs. S.S. Nooramith, Chief Internal Auditor 
Mr. M. Ramamoorthi, Director (Planning) 
Mrs. A.G. Fernando, Director, Department of Social Services 
Mr. Ridley Jayasinghe, Director (Admin), National Institute of Social Development 
Mrs. K.D.D. Rathnayake, Accountant, National Institute of Social Development 
Miss M.N. Kuruppu, Project Coordinator, Social Care Centre 

 
The Committee considered the Estimates for the Heads 124 and 216 of the 

Ministry of Social Services. 

Ministry of Social Services 
Rs. '000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

Total Expenditure  1,574,448  3,898,076  4,300,790 
Recurrent Expenditure  1,471,863  3,501,181  4,000,330 
Capital Expenditure  102,585  396,895  300,460 
124 - Minister of Social Services    
Total Expenditure  1,315,423 3,621,231  4,009,745 
Recurrent Expenditure  1,231,644  3,247,261  3,734,620 
Capital Expenditure  83,779  373,970  275,125 
216 - Department of Social Services    
Total Expenditure  259,025  276,845  291,045 
Recurrent Expenditure  240,219  253,920  265,710 
Capital Expenditure  18,806 22,925  25,335 

Mrs. Emelda Sukumar, Secretary, Ministry of Social Services made a 
presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the programme of work 
for the year 2014. 

Hon. Felix Perera stated that from each Divisional Secretary's Division, 50 
families with disable members in the family will be selected to give financial aid 
upto Rs.175,000/- to construct houses of their own. Funds for this programme will 
be generated through a 'Supiri Wasana Sampatha' Lottery. The Members requested 
to select variable number of families depending on the population in each Divisional 
Secretary's Division instead of the static number of 50. 

Hon (Dr.) Harsha de Silva pointed out that, although the law prohibited 
construction of buildings without access for persons with disabilities, certain 
buildings were being constructed without such facilities. The Committee 
recommended to instruct the UDA and all Local Government Institutions not to 
approve plans for construction of buildings where public had a right to access, 
without necessary access for persons with disabilities. 

Hon. Vijitha Berugoda stated that they were not allowed to release money from 
their DCB funds for various programmes supporting persons with disabilities, and 
requested that approval of the Ministry of Economic Development be obtained for 
this purpose. The Committee instructed the Secretary to the Ministry to follow up 
action on this matter. 

The Committee also instructed the Secretary to the Ministry to provide all 
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Members of Parliament, with detailed statistics on persons with disabilities in each 
Divisional Secretariat Division. 

The Committee approved the Draft Estimates for the Heads 124 and 216 of the 
Ministry of Social Services.  

At 2.00 p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman) 
Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne 
Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna 
Hon. Pon. Selvarasa 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 
Committee 

Ministers Present: 
Hon. (Dr.) Mervyn Silva, Minister of Public Relations and Public Affairs 
Hon. Jagath Balasuriya, Minister of National Heritage 

Other Members Present: 
Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees 
Hon. Janaka Bandara  

Officials Present from the General Treasury: 
Ms. Geetha Wimalaweera, Additional Director General, National Budget 

Department 
Ms. Nalanee Amaratunga, Director, National Budget Department 
Ms. C. Senanayaka, Director, National Budget Department 
Mr. N.U.N. Mendis, Director, National Budget Department 
Mr. Mahesh Hewawitharana, Assistant Director, National Budget Department 

Heads 183 - Ministry of Public Relations and Public Affairs 

Officials Present 

Mr. H.P. Cashian Herath, Secretary, Ministry of Public Relations and Public Affairs 
Mr. S.D Udawaththa, Additional Secretary 
Mr. S.A.N.R Subhasinghe, Chief Accountant  
Ms. W.G.D.C.D.S. Rajakaruna, Assistant Director (Planning) 
Ms. J. C. Vithanage, Management Assistant (Development) 
Ms. S.A.S.U. Satharasinghe, Management Assistant (Administration) 
Mr. S. R. Kumarage, Internal Auditor 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Head 183 - Ministry of Public 
Relations and Public Affairs. 
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Ministry of Public Relations and Public Affairs 
Rs. '000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

Total Expenditure  134,333 224,500 249,480 
Recurrent Expenditure  48,721 60,000 74,180 
Capital Expenditure  85,612 164,500 175,300 
183 - Minister of Public Relations and Public Affairs   
Total Expenditure  134,333 224,500 249,480 
Recurrent Expenditure  48,721 60,000 74,180 
Capital Expenditure  85,612 164,500 175,300 

Mr. H.P. Cashian Herath, Secretary, Ministry of Public Relations and Public 
Affairs made a presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the 
programme of work for the year 2014. 

Mr. Herath explained that grievances received from the public are given prompt 
attention at all times and hence they were able to give solutions to all complaints 
submitted to the Ministry. He appreciated the assistance given by the Hon. Minister 
of Public Administration in finding solutions to grievances of public officers. 

Hon. Pon. Selvarasa requested that additional funding be provided to 
implement much needed development projects in the Batticaloa area. Hon. (Dr.) 
Mervyn Silva, Minister of Public Relations and Public Affairs undertook to consider 
this request. 

Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne requested that funds be provided to implement two 
more projects which would be much beneficial to the people in Ratnapura Andana 
area. Hon. (Dr.) Mervyn Silva, Minister of Public Relations and Public Affairs 
undertook to consider this request. 

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Head 183 - Ministry of Public 
Relations and Public Affairs. 

Heads 142, 207, 208, 209 - Ministry of National Heritage 

Officials Present  

Dr. (Mrs.) Nanda Wickramasinghe, Secretary, Ministry of National Heritage 
Mr. D.G. Samarasinghe, Additional Secretary (Development) 
Mr. Bernard Wasantha, Additional Secretary (Admin.) 
Mr. G.W. Nanda Kumar, Senior Assistant Secretary 
Mr. M.P.V.C. Piyatileke, Additional Director General 
Mr. D.M. Senerath Bandara, Director General (Archaeology) 
Dr. (Mrs.) C.S. Wettasinghe, Director 
Mr. U.K. Bandara, Director (Acting) 
Mrs. Sanuja Kasthuriarachchi, Director (Acting) 
Mr. Parakrama Dahanayake, Chairman, Galle Heritage Foundation  
Mrs. M.T.S.S. Piyasena, Chief Accountant 
Mr. R.A.M. Lakshma, Director (Finance) 
Mr. R.H.A.S.P. Ranasinghe, Assistant Director (Planning) 
Mr. R.L.R. Jayasekara, Assistant Director (Finance) 
Mrs. Seeta P. Liyanage, Administrative Officer 
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Mr. L. Tharanga Pushpakumara, Project Officer 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Heads 142, 207-209 - Ministry 
of National Heritage. 

Ministry of National Heritage 
 

Rs. '000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

Total Expenditure  1,205,104 1,598,000 1,268,569 
Recurrent Expenditure  724,299 861,458 918,394 
Capital Expenditure  480,805 736,542 350,175 
142 - Minister of National Heritage    
Total Expenditure  196,521 340,760 226,645 
Recurrent Expenditure  97,860 152,268 145,395 
Capital Expenditure  98,661 188,492 81,250 
207- Department of Archaeology    
Total Expenditure  586,386 679,430 686,782 
Recurrent Expenditure  474,525 517,980 556,382 
Capital Expenditure  111,861 161,450 130,400 
208 - Department of National Museums    
Total Expenditure  121,912 201,670 213,195 
Recurrent Expenditure  92,129 109,270 124,845 
Capital Expenditure  29,784 92,400 88,350 
209 - Department of National Archives    
Total Expenditure  300,284 376,140 141,947 
Recurrent Expenditure  59,785 81,940 91,772 
Capital Expenditure  240,498 294,200 50,175 

Dr. (Mrs.) Nanda Wickramasinghe, Secretary, Ministry of National Heritage 
made a presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the programme 
of work for the year 2014. 

Replying a question by the Chairman, the Secretary to the Ministry informed 
that it was found very difficult to fill existing vacancies in specialized fields in the 
Archaeological Department due to extensive qualifications required and also the 
requested approval had not been granted to amend the Schemes of Recruitment. 
The Committee is of the view that urgent steps need to be taken to fill the vacancies 
and instructed the Secretary to submit a Cabinet Paper seeking approval to fill the 
vacancies with proposals for schemes of recruitment.  

Answering the questions raised by Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna as to the big 
discrepancy between the total allocation and the amount spent, the Secretary to 
the Ministry explained that necessary funds were to be received to make payments 
for the development work already committed. 

Explaining the reasons with regard to the Archaeological Department (Rs.95.65 
Mn. spent against Rs.161.45 Mn. allocated) the Additional Secretary (Development) 
explained that rehabilitation work of the 'Mumtaz Mahal' (estimate Rs.60 Million) 
and Trincomalee Naval Museum (estimate Rs.50 million) had already been 
commenced and the balance money would be spent once the bills are received for 
payment. 

Explaining the position with regard to the Department of National Archives, the 
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Director, National Archives stated building construction has been completed by the 
CECB but the CECB declined to undertake procurement of furniture and other 
equipment (estimate Rs.310 million) due to heavy pressure of work. Since the 
Cabinet approval has now been received for the CECB to be the Consultant, 
construction work could be awarded after calling for tenders. 

The Secretary explained that rehabilitation of the Trincomalee National 
Maritime Museum and the Jaffna Museum were the main projects undertaken in 
2013. 

The Chairman, Galle Heritage Foundation explained that the War Room in 
Sandu Platform is now being attended to and the National Design Centre was 
assigned with the task of resurrecting the paintings therein which would cost 
around Rs.7 million. The office and the Library had to be relocated after the old 
Kachcheri building collapsed, which required additional costs. 

The Hon. (Dr) Jagath Balasuriya, Minister of National Heritage stated that their 
votes had been reduced by 50% as 20% from the earnings from the Central Cultural 
Fund is released to the Ministry. 

Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne and Hon. Janaka Bandara stressed the need to 
rehabilitate the 'Panamure Elephant Kraal' which had a historic value. Hon. Janaka 
Bandara requested that steps be taken to rehabilitate and maintain the 'Ehelepola 
visiting Palace' which is now under the Ratnapura Municipal Council. Hon W.D.J. 
Senewiratne stated that this building be handed over to the Ministry of Education 
so that it could be maintained as a living monument by the Ferguson Girls' School 
while preserving its historic values and features. 

Hon. Pon. Selvarasa requested that the small museum existed within the 
Batticaloa Dutch Fort be developed and maintained. Hon. Minister of National 
Heritage undertook to look into this matter. 

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Heads 142, 207-209 - Ministry 
of National Heritage. 

The Committee was at 3.30 p.m. adjourned till 10.30 a.m. on Wednesday, 04 
December 2013. 

sgd/ K. Rohanadeera 
Secretary to the Committee  

Committee Office 
Parliament of Sri Lanka 
Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte 
03.12.2013 
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MINUTES OF THE FOURTH MEETING OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENT 

TO DISCUSS THE HEADS OF EXPENDITURE OF MINISTRIES SELECTED FROM THE 
BUDGET ESTIMATES OF 2014 

Wednesday, 04 December 2013 at 10.30 a.m. 

PRESENT: 
Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman) 
Hon. Rauf Hakeem 
Hon. Muthu Sivalingam 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 
Committee 

Ministers Present: 

Hon. T.B. Ekanayake, Minister of Culture and the Arts 
Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, Minister of National Languages and Social Integration 

Officials Present from the General Treasury: 

Mr. W.A.D.S. Gunasinghe, Additional Director General, National Budget 
Department 

Mrs. J.M.S.D. Rathnayake, Additional Director General, National Planning 
Department 

Mrs. Nalani Amarathunga, Director, National Budget Department 

Mr. K.G.R.G.R. Wickramawardena, Assistant Director, National Planning 
Department 

 

The Committee met pursuant to the adjournment. Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, 
Chairman of the Committee took the Chair. 

Heads 177, 206 - Ministry of Culture and the Arts 

Officials Present 

Mr. Wasantha Ekanayake, Secretary   
Mr. S.M.G.N. Darmasekara, Additinoal Secretary  
Mrs. Rajani Athapaththu, Senior Assistant Secretary (Admin) 
Mrs. Sunitha Coorey, Senior Assistant Secretary (Cultural Projects) 
Mrs. R.M.M. Rathnayaka, Chief Accountant  
Mrs. K.W.S.P. Athukorala, Director (Planning) 
Mr. K.K.G. Sisira Kumara, Chief Internal Auditor 
Miss D.D.C. Senevirathna, Accountant (Procurement)  
Mr. Vijitha Kanugala, Director Department of Cultural Affairs 
Professor Gamini Adikari, Director General, Central Cultural Fund  
Mr. Gamini Sumanasekara, Chairman Public Performance Board 
Mr. Douglas Siriwardane, (Attorney-at-Law) Director General, Tower Hall Theatre 

Foundation 
Senior Professor Mudiyanse Dissanayake, Chairman, Arts Council of Sri Lanka 
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Mr. K.D. Kariyakarawana, Accountant, Department of Cultural Affairs 
Mr. I.J. Paranagamage, Assistant Director (Finance), Tower Hall Theatre Foundation 
 

 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Heads 177 and 206 - Ministry 
of Culture and the Arts. 

Ministry of Culture and the Arts 
 

Rs.'000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  1,198,873 1,636,700 1,487,190 
Recurrent Expenditure  761,193 955,000 996,040 
Capital Expenditure  437,679 681,700 491,150 
177 - Minister of Culture and the Arts    
Total Expenditure  870,003 1,163,880 1,074,840 
Recurrent Expenditure  490,790 634,480 639,240 
Capital Expenditure  379,213 529,400 435,600 
206 - Department of Cultural Affairs    
Total Expenditure  328,870 472,820 412,350 
Recurrent Expenditure  270,404 320,520 356,800 
Capital Expenditure  58,467 152,300 55,550 

Mr. S. Wasantha Ekanayake, Secretary, Ministry of Culture and the Arts made a 
presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the programme of work 
for the year 2014 and stated that more funding would be required to commence 
work on all rehabilitation projects anticipated. The Chairman stated that more 
emphasis should be given to complete projects already commenced. 

Hon. John Amaratunga inquired about the availability of funds to continue 
rehabilitation of the Tower Hall Theatre and the John de Silva Memorial Theater. 
Hon. T.B. Ekanayake, Minister of Culture and the Arts stated that continuous 
availability of funds had been guaranteed, and large savings are expected as Sri 
Lanka Army had volunteered to provide their support for construction work.  

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Heads 177 and 206 - Ministry of 
Culture and the Arts.  

Heads 134 and 236 - Ministry of National Languages and Social 

Integration 
Officials present 
Ms. M S Wickramasinghe, Secretary, Ministry of National Languages and Social 

Integration 
Ms. E M M R K Ekanayake, Additional Secretary (Admin and Finance) 
Mr. A W R Wimalaweera, Senior Assistant Secretary (Administration) 
Mr. S L M Hazeem, Senior Assistant Secretary (SI)  
Mr. H. Hewage, Senior Assistant Secretary (Language) 
Mr. D K M R Kumarasiri, Chief Accountant 
Ms. P M S Sudarshani, Director (Planning) 
Mr. J D C Jayasinghe, Commissioner, Department of Official Languages 
Mr. Nimal R Ranawaka, Chairman, Official Languages Commission  
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Ms. Seetha Withanarachchi, Chairman, National Institute for Language Education 
and Training  

Mr. Prasath R Herath, Director General, National Institute for Language Education 
and Training 

 
The Committee considered the Estimates for the Heads 431 and 236 - Ministry 

of National Languages and Social Integration. 

Ministry of National Languages and Social 
Integration 

Rs. '000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  369,542 553,641 524,000 
Recurrent Expenditure  233,617 331,298 308,300 
Capital Expenditure  135,924 222,343 215,700 
134 - Minister of National Languages and Social Integration   
Total Expenditure  303,269 434,411 427,840 
Recurrent Expenditure  179,581 247,583 243,590 
Capital Expenditure  123,688 186,828 184,250 
236 - Department of Official Languages    
Total Expenditure  66,273 119,230 96,160 
Recurrent Expenditure  54,036 83,715 64,710 
Capital Expenditure  12,236 35,515 31,450 

Mrs. M.S. Wickramasinghe, Secretary, Ministry of National Languages and 
Social Integration made a presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and 
the programme of work for the year 2014.  

Replying a question by the Chairman as to the reasons for large savings in 
recurrent votes of the Department of National Languages, Mr. J D C Jayasinghe, 
Commissioner explained that such amounts were intended to conduct exams for 
other agencies, which would be spent during the latter part of the year. 

Replying a question by the Chairman about the lack of proficient translators, 
Mr. J D C Jayasinghe, Commissioner stated that the official translation unit of the 
Ministry would be opened in January next year, which would undertake any 
translation work. 

Hon. Muthu Sivalingam stated that the correct Tamil names should be used in 
all name boards, but in certain name boards of buses, names appear in only one 
language. Mr. Nimal R Ranawaka, Chairman, Official Languages Commission stated 
that instructions had been issued to all government and private sector institutions 
including SLCTB to use proper Tamil names and also with regard to the sizes of the 
letters. The Committee recommended that legal action be instituted against those 
who do not follow the instructions, and instructed the Secretary to report progress 
at the next meeting of the Consultative Committee. 

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Heads 134 and 236 - Ministry of 
National Languages and Social Integration. 
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At 2.00 p.m. 

PRESENT: 

Hon. Rauf Hakeem (Chairman) 
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena 
Hon. Muthu Sivalingam 
Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. Pon. Selvarasa 
Hon. (Dr) Harsha de Silva 
Hon. (Dr) (Mrs) Sudarshini Fernandopulle 
Hon. Hunais Farook 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 
Committee 

Ministers 

Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera, Minister of Disaster Management 
Hon. Gunaratne Weerakoon, Minister of Resettlement 
Hon. Vinayagamoorthi Muralidaran, Deputy Minister of Resettlement 
Hon. Duleep Wijesekera, Deputy Minister of Disaster Management 

Other Members Present: 

Hon. M.S. Thowfeek 

Officials Present from the General Treasury: 

Mr. W.A.D.S. Gunasinghe, Additional Director General, Department of National 
Budget 

Mrs. J.M.S.D. Rathnayake, Additional Director General, Department of National 
Planning 

Mrs. Nalani Amarathunga, Director, Department of National Budget 
Mr. K.G.R.G.R. Wickramawardena, Assistant Director, Department of National 

Planning 

Head 145 - Ministry of Resettlement 

Officials Present 

Mr. Janaka Sugathadasa, Secretary, Ministry of Resettlement  
Mr. M.M. Nayeemudeen, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Resettlement  
Mr. N. Sooreakumar, Chief Accountant, Ministry of Resettlement  
Mr. E.M.D.B. Ekanayaka, Director Development, Ministry of Resettlement  
Mr. K. Niharilkanth, Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Resettlement  
Mr. M.M.M. Mahir, Accountant, Ministry of Resettlement  
Ms. I.D. Deepani Priyanka, Assistant Director (Planning), Ministry of Resettlement 
Ms. U.T.D. Rodrico, Asst. Director (Planning), Ministry of Resettlement  
Ms. S.S. Evangeline, Administrative Officer, Ministry of Resettlement  
Mr. B.F. Passaperuma, Chairman, Resettlement Authority  
Mr. T. Nimal, Director General, Resettlement Authority 
Mr. M.T.S.U.M. Jiffry, Deputy Director, Resettlement Authority  

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Head 145 - Ministry of 
Re-settlement. 
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Ministry of Re-settlement 
 

'Rs.000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  545,902  502,409  357,905 
Recurrent Expenditure  200,131  177,892  175,105 
Capital Expenditure  345,771  324,517  182,800 
145 - Minister of Re-settlement    
Total Expenditure  545,902  502,409  357,905 
Recurrent Expenditure  200,131  177,892  175,105 
Capital Expenditure  345,771  324,517  182,800 

Mr. Janaka Sugathadasa, Secretary, Ministry of Resettlement made a 
presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the programme of work 
for the year 2014. He explained that 224,432 families had already been re-settled in 
Northern and Eastern Provinces whereas only 7094 families were to be resettled. 
The Ministry was in the process of making a 'Resettlement Policy Document' which 
would be finalized in the near future, the Secretary added. 

Answering a question by Hon. Pon. Selvarasa, the Secretary to the Ministry 
stated that in 2011 the Ministry constructed 200 houses in the Batticaloa area and 
plans were underway to build 800 more houses.  

Answering a question by Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena about water and sanitation 
projects for IDPs and availability of funds to build 45,600 toilets required, the 
Secretary to the Ministry stated that Rs.150 million would be provided in 2014 
which was sufficient to build only 2600 toilets. He stated that NGOs were not willing 
to provide assistance for this although the Ministry planned to build 5000 toilets a 
year. The Committee recommended to submit a new Cabinet Paper asking for 
additional funds explaining the urgent necessity to provide sanitation facilities to 
IDPs. 

Replying a question by Hon. Hunais Farook, the Secretary to the Ministry stated 
that funds allocated for Mannar had to be transferred to Jaffna as the Mannar 
Divisional Secretariat failed to reach the targets. 

Hon. Muthu Sivalingam pointed out that although there was a program to build 
1000 houses in each District with aid from India, it was not implemented properly. 
The Secretary stated that building materials worth Rs.25000/- would be given to 
each IDP family by UNHCR and many other projects would be launched by the 
Ministry of Economic Development. After discussion, the Committee recommended 
the Ministry to prepare a 3 year program to build around 67,000 houses required 
for IDPs. 

In reply to a question by Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, the Secretary explained 
that according to 1981 Census 35000 Sinhalese families and 3000 Muslim families 
were living in the North. Since only 9000 families have claimed lands so far, the 
Ministry was taking every attempt to identify these families and re-settle them. The 
Committee recommended to expedite this matter. 

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Head 145 - Ministry of 
Re-settlement. 
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Head 106 and 304 - Ministry of Disaster Management 

Officials Present 

Mrs. S.M. Mohamed, Secretary, Ministry of Disaster Management   
Mrs. Wasantha Samaraweera, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Disaster 

Management  
Mr. H.U.R. Fonseka, Chief Accountant, Ministry of Disaster Management  
Mrs. A.D.S. Sadeeka, Senior Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Disaster Management  
Mrs. Sepali Rupasinghe, Director Planning, Ministry of Disaster Management   
Mr. K.H.M. Sanjaya, Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Disaster Management   
Mrs. R.A.H. Rasikani, Assistant Director, Ministry of Disaster Management   
Miss K.W.A.M. Kokila, Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Disaster Management  
Miss A.H. Wickramasinghe, Co. Secretary to the Secretary, Ministry of Disaster 

Management  
Mr. S.H. Kariyawasam, Director General, Department of Meteorology   
Mr. Lalith Chandrapala, Director, Department of Meteorology   
Mr. D.J.A. Weerawadana, Director, Department of Meteorology   
Mrs. W.D.R. Arunashanthi, Accountant, Department of Meteorology 
Maj. Gen. Gamini Hettiarachchi, Director General, Disaster Management Centre 
Mr. D.M. Sugathadasa, Director, Disaster Management Centre  
Mr. J.M.S. Jayaweera, Director (Preparedness), Disaster Management Centre  
Mr. J.M.A.R. Jayarathna, Assistant Director, Disaster Management Centre  
Miss A.A.A.K.K. Senevirathna, Assistant Director, Disaster Management Centre  
Mr. K.A. Nishantha, Assistant Director, Disaster Management Centre 
Eng. (Dr.) Asiri Karunawardana, Director General, National Building Research 

Organization 
Mr. R.K. Jayaweera, Director Corporate, National Building Research Organization 
Ms. S.Dias, Director, National Building Research Organization 
Mr. K. Prasanna Chandith, Director, National Disaster Relief Services Centre  
Mr. A.W.M. Rifa Wadood, Assistant Director, National Disaster Relief Services 

Centre 
 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Head 106 and 304 - Ministry 
of Disaster Management. 

Ministry of Disaster Management 
 

Rs.'000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  1,112,573 2,028,458 2,730,090 
Recurrent Expenditure  554,661 746,973 835,990 
Capital Expenditure  557,912 1,281,485 1,894,100 
106 - Minister of Disaster Management    
Total Expenditure  778,275 1,778,523 2,458,740 
Recurrent Expenditure  378,079 566,323 646,640 
Capital Expenditure  400,196 1,212,200 1,812,100 
304 - Department of Meteorology    
Total Expenditure  334,298 249,935 271,350 
Recurrent Expenditure  176,582 180,650 189,350 
Capital Expenditure  157,716 69,285 82,000 
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Mrs. S.M. Mohamed, Secretary, Ministry of Disaster Management made a 
presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the programme of work 
for the year 2014.  

Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera, Minister of Disaster Management explained that 
the funds required for relief and rehabilitation work at a time of disaster would be 
released from the Miscellaneous Votes of the Treasury without limitations.  

Hon. (Dr) Harsha de Silva suggested the Ministry to prepare a comprehensive 
report on the economic loss caused in each disaster situation, and relief given on 
district basis. The Secretary stated that the Ministry expected to prepare and 
publish a 'Disaster Impact Assessment Report' every year containing all necessary 
data and information. 

Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera stated that Cabinet approval had been received to 
implement a project to modernize the Meteorology Department and but was 
delayed until the funds are released. The Committee recommends that this be 
expedited. 

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Head 106 and 304 - Ministry of 
Disaster Management. 

The Committee was at 3.35 p.m. adjourned till 10.30 a.m. on Thursday, 05 
December 2013. 

    
sgd/ K. Rohanadeera 
Secretary to the Committee  

Committee Office 
Parliament of Sri Lanka 
Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte 
04.12.2013 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE FIFTH MEETING OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENT TO 

DISCUSS THE HEADS OF EXPENDITURE OF MINISTRIES SELECTED FROM THE 
BUDGET ESTIMATES OF 2014 

Thursday, 05 December 2013 at 10.30 a.m. 
PRESENT: 
Hon. W D J Senewiratne (Chairman) 
Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera 
Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna 
Hon. M Joseph Michael Perera 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. Pon. Selvarasa 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 
Committee 

Ministers Present: 

Hon. Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni Zoysa, Minister of Wildlife Resources Conservation 
Hon. Jayarathne Herath, Minister of Botanical Gardens and Public Recreation 
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Other Members Present: 
Hon. (Mrs) Sriyani Wijewickrama 

Officials Present from the General Treasury: 

Mr. W.A.D.S. Gunasinghe, Additional Director General, Department of National 
Budget 

Mrs. Y.P. Sumanawathi, Director, Department of National Budget  
Ms. Biyanka N. Gamage, Director, Department of National Budget 
Mr. K.D.S.R.Perera, Director, Department of National Planning 
Mr. K.M.Riswi, Assistant Director, Department of National Budget 
Mr. M.S.M.D. Abeygunawardane, Assistant Director, Department of National Budget 
 

Since the Chairman was absent due to unavoidable circumstances, the 
Hon. W.D. J. Senevirathne, Minister of Public Administration and Home Affairs took 
the Chair. 

Head 179, 284 - Ministry of Wildlife Resources Conservation  

Officials Present: 
Mr. B.K.U.A. Wickramasinghe, Secretary, Ministry of Wildlife Resources 

Conservation 
Mr. Saman Fernando, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Wildlife Resources 

Conservation 
Mr. H.A.V.P. Hapangama, Senior Assistant Secretary (Admin) 
Mr. P.E. Vidanagamage, Chief Accountant, Ministry of Wildlife Resources 

Conservation 
Mr. A.M.P. Abeysinghe, Director (Planning), Ministry of Wildlife Resources 

Conservation 
Mr. H.D. Rathnayake, Director General, Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Mr. W.S.K. Pathirathna, Director (Operation), Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Mr. J.P.N.C. Jayakody, Director (Finance), Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Mr. P.A. Tharaka Prasad, Director, Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Mr. M.S.O.M. Amararathne, Deputy Director, Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Mr. S.R.B. Dissanayaka, Deputy Director, Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Mrs. S.W. Chithra Rohini, Assistant Director (Admin), Department of Wildlife 

Conservation 
Mr. P.G.D.J. Pebotuwa, Assistant Director, Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Mrs. Chandani Wilson, Deputy Director (Western), Department of Wildlife 

Conservation 
Mr. U.L. Thaufic, Assistant Director (Polonnaruwa), Department of Wildlife 

Conservation 
Mr. I.H.S.K. de Silva, Assistant Director (Uva) Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Mr. A.H. Sumanasena, Assistant Director (Wayamba), Department of Wildlife 

Conservation 
Mr. M.H. Chithrasena, Assistant Director (Central), Department of Wildlife 

Conservation 
Mr. W.S. Weragama, Assistant Director, Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Mr. D.M. Weerasinghe, Assistant Director (Eastern), Department of Wildlife 

Conservation 
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Mr. P.L. Wimaladasa, Assistant Director (Southern), Department of Wildlife 
Conservation 

Mr. A.W. Rajapaksha, Assistant Director (Vavuniya), Department of Wildlife 
Conservation 

Mr. K.G.S. Weerasinghe, Assistant Director, Department of Wildlife Conservation 
 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Heads 179 and 284 - Ministry 
of Wildlife Resources Conservation. 

Ministry of Wildlife Resources Conservation 
 

'Rs.000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  977,187 1,275,755 1,315,000 
Recurrent Expenditure  542,513 607,875 690,000 
Capital Expenditure  434,675 667,880 625,000 
179 - Minister of Wildlife Resources Conservation   
Total Expenditure  72,353 101,245 107,075 
Recurrent Expenditure  61,832 76,265 92,725 
Capital Expenditure  10,521 24,980 14,350 
284 - Department of Wildlife Conservation    
Total Expenditure  904,834 1,174,510 1,207,925 
Recurrent Expenditure  480,681 531,610 597,275 
Capital Expenditure  424,154 642,900 610,650 

Mr. B.K.U.A. Wickramasinghe, Secretary, Ministry of Wildlife Resources 
Conservation made a presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the 
programme of work for the year 2014. 

The Hon. Joseph Michael Perera pointed out that a number of unauthorized 
filling and construction were taking place within the Muthurajawela Reservations 
and inquired as to what measures had been taken to preserve this valuable area 
with bio-diversity resources. Mr. H.D. Rathnayake, Director General stated that 
approximately 750 hectares in Muthurajawela area have been declared a 
reservation by Gazette notification. 

Hon. Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni Zoysa, Minister of Wildlife Resources 
Conservation stated that action would be taken to minimize human activities in 
protected areas like Muthurajawela, Hakgala, Attidiya and Nuwara Eliya areas with a 
view to protecting the environment. He agreed to convene a discussion with all 
relevant Ministries and Institutions, politicians and environmentalists and the 
decisions would be informed to the Consultative Committee. The Hon. Joseph 
Michael Perera requested to summon the MPs of the area also to such meetings. 

The Hon. Joseph Michael Perera inquired on the action taken to protect the 
mangrove environment in and around the Negombo lagoon as many people have 
started to fill and own areas belong to the Negombo lagoon. Hon. Wijayamuni de 
Zoysa undertook to take relevant preventive action to conserve the Negombo 
lagoon and protect its environment with the assistance of the Ministry of 
Environment. 
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Hon. Pon. Selvarasa requested that early action be taken to mitigate and solve 
the long-lasting human elephant conflict in Batticaloa District. Hon. Wijayamuni de 
Zoysa stated that Rs.250 million had been allocated in 2014 for distribution among 
Divisional Secretariats at Rs.10 million each, to implement necessary precautionary 
measures through people's organizations. The Hon. Minister explained that young 
elephants are chased away from their herds by parents and such elephants 
necessarily migrate to a different jungle to find their partners, and hence necessary 
jungle paths (elephant-pass) need to be preserved for breeding and survival of 
elephant generation. 

The Hon. Wijayamuni Zoysa stated that, commencing from January next year, 
discussions would be held at Divisional Secretariat level with the Ministry of 
Environment, the Ministry of Public Administration & Home Affairs and the Ministry 
of Defense to review progress of action taken to solve the human-elephant conflict. 

Hon. Sriyani Wijewickrema insisted that the officers should pay attention to 
public views and protection of property when building elephant fences and 
requested to expedite construction of elephant fences at Damana and Inginiyagala 
areas. Hon. Minister of Wildlife Conservation agreed to convene a meeting in the 
area to discuss and solve this matter. 

Replying a question by Hon. Joseph Michael Perera about 52% progress on the 
construction of elephant fences, Hon. Wijayamuni Zoysa stated that they expected 
to achieve 90-95% progress at the end of year 2013. He stated that many of those 
projects had been awarded to Civil Defence Force but their technical knowledge had 
been found inadequate to attend to some of the tasks. 

Hon. Lasantha Alagiywanna inquired whether the herbal plant ‘Wallapatta’ had 
been identified as an economic plant and the steps taken to grow such plants. Hon. 
Wijayamuni Zoysa pointed out that not all 'wallapatta' plants has a value but due to 
inadequate knowledge all plants are being cut down. He said that a cabinet paper 
would be submitted on this matter also covering other herbs like ‘kothala himbutu’ 
and white sandal-wood. 

Replying a question by Hon. Joseph Michael Perera regarding permitting fishing 
in reservoirs within forest reserves, Hon. Wijayamuni Zoysa said that 50 fishermen 
had been legally permitted to catch fish in Pattangala, Pukkulama etc., under strict 
supervision of his officers. Replying a question regarding maintaining hatcheries for 
turtles along the coastal areas, Hon. Wijayamuni Zoysa said that catching of turtle 
was strictly prohibited and action was taken to establish a Turtle Education Centre 
with qualified veterinary surgeons.  

The Committee approved the Draft Estimates for the Heads 179 and 284 - 
Ministry of Wildlife Resources Conservation. 
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Heads 188, 294, 322 – Ministry of Botanical Gardens and Public Recreation 

Officials Present from the General Treasury: 

Mr. W.A.D.S. Gunasinghe, Additional Director General (NBD) 
Mrs. Y.P. Sumanawathi, Director (NBD) 
Ms. Biyanka N. Gamage, Director (NBD) 

Officials Present: 

Dr. Willie Gamage, Secretary, Ministry of Botanical Gardens and Public Recreation 
Mr. W.D. Jayasinghe, Additional Secretary (Administration) 
Mr. W.A.D.A. Wijesooriya, Additional Secretary 
Mrs. S.A.P. Suriya Kumari, Assistant Director (Planning),  
Mr. D.H.P. Peramunugama, Director (Development), Department of National 

Botanical Garden 
Mrs. I.W.M.C.K. Ilangakone, Director (Admin)  
Mr. E.L. Jayawardhana, Chief Accountant  
Mr. P.M. Anura De Silva, Director, Department of National Zoological Garden 
Mrs. Y.D.S.S. Malsinghe, Additional Director (Operational), Department of National 

Zoological Garden 
Mrs. R. Bandaranayake, Deputy Director (Pinnawala), Department of National 

Zoological Garden 
Mr. Anil Koswatta, Chairman, Sri Lanka Handicraft Board  
Mrs. L.M.E. Perera, Chief Operating Officer, Sri Lanka Handicraft Board  

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Heads 188, 294, 322 - Ministry 
of Botanical Gardens and Public Recreation. 

Ministry of Botanical Gardens and Public 
Recreation 

Rs.'000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  781,448 1,494,325 1,398,715 
Recurrent Expenditure  320,469 399,150 481,790 
Capital Expenditure  460,979 1,095,175 916,925 
188 - Minister of Botanical Gardens and Public Recreation   
Total Expenditure    119,990 
Recurrent Expenditure    72,290 
Capital Expenditure    47,700 
294 - Department of National Zoological Gardens   
Total Expenditure  295,668 819,225 691,825 
Recurrent Expenditure  146,152 172,200 173,150 
Capital Expenditure  149,516 647,025 518,675 

322 - Department of National Botanical Gardens   
Total Expenditure  485,780 675,100 586,900 
Recurrent Expenditure  174,317 226,950 236,350 
Capital Expenditure  311,463 448,150 350,550 

Dr. Willie Gamage, Secretary, Ministry of Botanical Gardens and Public 
Recreation made a presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the 
programme of work for the year 2014. 

Hon. Joseph Michael Perera wished to know the steps taken to fill the existing 
vacancies. The Secretary explained that interviews were held for selection and most 
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of the vacancies would be filled in January 2014.  

Explaining the position regarding establishing 10 new botanical gardens, he said 
that steps were being taken to identify suitable lands in the North and East.Hon. 
W.D.J. Senewiratne stated that Mirijjawila Botanical Garden in the dry zone and 
Ilukkowita Garden in Avissawella area have been opened already. 

Replying a question by Hon. Joseph Michael Perera, the Secretary stated that a 
separate corporate plan has been prepared for the Zoological Gardens Trust Fund. 
The Secretary further stated that several training programmes on horticulture were 
conducted in Botanical Gardens depending on the demand, free of charge. Hon. 
Joseph Michael Perera suggested that more attention be paid for producing export 
quality flowers, and also for training agriculture teachers in schools. The Secretary 
agreed to organize a training programme in the Gampaha District and inform the 
MPs of the area. 

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Heads 188, 294, 322 - Ministry 
of Botanical Gardens and Public Recreation. 

2.00 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman) 
Hon. W D J Senewiratne 
Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera 
Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna 
Hon. M Joseph Michael Perera 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. Sunil Handunnetti 
Hon. R Yogarajan 
Hon. (Dr) Harsha de Silva 
Hon. (Dr) (Mrs) Sudarshini Fernandopulle 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 
Committee 

Ministers Present: 

Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, Minister of Plantation Industries  
Hon. Earl Gunasekara, Deputy Minister of Plantation Industries 
Hon. Basheer Segu Dawood, Minister of Productivity Promotion 

Other Members Present: 

Hon. Y. G. Padmasiri 
Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka 

 

Since the Chairman was absent as he had to attend to an unavoidable 
important official matter, Hon. W.D.J.Senewiratne, Minister of Public Administration 
and Home Affairs took the Chair. 

Head 135, 293 – Ministry of Plantation Industries 

Officials Present: 
Mrs. W. Sudharma Karunarathna, Secretary, Ministry of Plantation Industries 
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Mr. G.D. Wimal Jayawardena, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Plantation Industries 
Mr. G.W.D.P. Senanayake, Chief Accountant, Ministry of Plantation Industries 
Mr. R.M. Premadasa, Director (PMMD), Ministry of Plantation Industries 
Mrs. E.A.R. Edirisinghe, Director (Planning), Ministry of Plantation Industries 
Mr. W.A.D.D.M. Priyantha, Chief Internal Auditor, Ministry of Plantation Industries 
Mr. R.A.D.S. Ranathunga, Director (Development), Ministry of Plantation Industries 
Mrs. M.D.Y. Darmasekara, Senior Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Plantation 

Industries 
Mr. W.A.S. Iroshan, Assistant Director (Planning), Ministry of Plantation Industries 
Mrs. J.P.A. Niroshani, Assistant Secretary (Admin), Ministry of Plantation Industries 
Ms. Hansika Kumarasinghe, Assistant Director (Dev.), Ministry of Plantation 

Industries 
Ms. K.A.C. Priyadarshani, Accountant, Ministry of Plantation Industries 
Mr. A.A.A. Abeysinghe, Development Officer, Ministry of Plantation Industries 
Mr. P.P.S. Tissera, Media Coordinator, Ministry of Plantation Industries 
Mr. A.L.S. Siriwardena, Ministry of Plantation Industries 
Mr. H.A. Wimalasooriya, Chairman, Tea, Rubber and Coconut Estates (Control of 

Fragmentation) 
Mr. N.S. Abewardena, Project Coordinator 
Mr. M.J.B. Fernando, Chief Accountant 
Dr. S.S.B.D.G. Jayawardena, Chairman, Tea Research Institute of Sri Lanka 
Dr. I.S.B. Abesinghe, Director, Tea Research Institute of Sri Lanka 
Mr. M.V. Mohan, Accountant, Tea Research Institute of Sri Lanka 
Mr. A. Hasitha de Alwis, Director (Promotion), Sri Lanka Tea Board 
Mr. E.A.J.K. Edirisinghe, Tea Commissioner, Sri Lanka Tea Board 
Mrs. R.M.W. Rajakaruna, Assistant Director General (Finance), Sri Lanka Tea Board 
Mr. N.P. Kariyawasam, Chairman, Tea Small Holdings Development Authority 
Mr. Kamal Obeysekara, General Manager, Tea Small Holdings Development 

Authority 
Mrs. D.G.P. Jayanthi, Finance Manager, Tea Small Holdings Development Authority 
Mr. Daya Aviruppola, Chief Executive Officer, Tea Shakthi Fund 
Mr. P.G.R. Tissa, Chief Accountant, Tea Shakthi Fund 
Mr. Donald Abesundara, Chairman, Kalubowitiyana Tea Factory Limited 
Mr. P. Jayasekara, Finance Manager, Kalubowitiyana Tea Factory Limited 
Mr. T.W.M.S.P. Bandara, Manager (Admin & HR), Kalubowitiyana Tea Factory 

Limited 
Mr. R.B Premadasa, Director General, Rubber Development Department 
Mr. P.H.S.W. Bandara, Director (Finance), Rubber Development Department 
Mr. J.Y. Peiris, Chairman, Rubber Research Institute of Sri Lanka 
Dr. W.M.G. Seneviratne, Director, Rubber Research Institute of Sri Lanka 
Mr. W. Kularathna, Accountant, Rubber Research Institute of Sri Lanka 
Mr. Ranjith Kumara Samarasighe, Chairman, National Institute of Plantation 

Management 
Mr. L.D.J. P riyantha, Accountant, National Institute of Plantation Management 
Mr. G.D. Chandralal Premarathna, Chairman, Thurusaviya Fund 
Mrs. H.A.S. Kumari Wimalasooriya, Director, Thurusaviya Fund 
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The Committee considered the Estimates for the Heads 135 and 293 - Ministry 
of Plantation Industries. 

Ministry of Plantation Industries 
 

Rs.'000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  2,262,862 2,906,148 4,052,100 
Recurrent Expenditure  1,087,245 1,209,750 1,355,100 
Capital Expenditure  1,175,617 1,696,398 2,697,000 
135 - Minister of Plantation Industries    
Total Expenditure  1,630,862 2,056,298 2,718,200 
Recurrent Expenditure  906,654 1,005,900 1,144,200 
Capital Expenditure  724,209 1,050,398 1,574,000 
293 - Department of Rubber Development    
Total Expenditure  632,000 849,850 1,333,900 
Recurrent Expenditure  180,591 203,850 210,900 
Capital Expenditure  451,409 646,000 1,123,000 

Mrs. W. Sudharma Karunarathna, Secretary, and Ministry of Plantation 
Industries made a presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the 
programme of work for the year 2014. 

Referring to a question raised by Hon. R. Yogarajan regarding the release of 
seven perches of land for housing, Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, Minister of 
Plantation Industries stated that the proposal was to construct multi-storied 
housing complexes for estate workers and they were collecting necessary data. 
Hon. R. Yogarajan stated that the estate families preferred separate houses instead 
of multi-storied housing complexes. 

Hon. Sunil Handunnetti said that 2013 CESS income upto August 2013 from tea 
(Rs.1458 Mn) and rubber (Rs.1400 Mn) was much higher than the amount provided 
for recurrent expenditure (Rs.1355 Mn), whereas CESS was intended to be utilized 
for the development of that industry. Hon. Yogarajan pointed out that the CESS on 
total imports was Rs. 45 billion which was charged under the Tea Board Act to 
support exports and therefore, the total CESS amount should be credited to the 
Export Development Fund. Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe explained that the fertilizer 
subsidy for tea and rubber alone was Rs.4 billion, and the total reinvestment by the 
government in these industries was 3 times more than the amount collected as 
CESS. He added that the promotional levy was credited to the Tea Board Fund for 
promotional activities which now amounts to Rs.3.5 billion. 

Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe explained that tea exports generate US$ 1.5 billion 
foreign exchange with 41% for value added component, and 400000 families were 
living on small scale tea industry. The Secretary to the Ministry stated that it had 
been proposed to give a subsidy of Rs.5000 per acre to the 92% small tea estate 
holders, to implement measures for soil and water conservation. 

 

Hon. Sunil Handunnetti suggested that more funds should be allocated for 
research and development and latest technologies should be introduced to improve 
productivity in all tea factories. He commended that the Rubber cultivations in 
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Vavuniya were proved successful. Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe stated that new 
clones were being introduced by the Ministry, to increase commercial cultivation. 

Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne stated that steps should be taken to ensure quality of 
fertilizer given for subsidy as the farmers complained that the quantity of fertilizer 
used had failed to make an impact on their harvest. Mr. Kamal Obesekara, General 
Manager, Tea Small Holdings Development Authority explained that quality of soil 
could only be improved by continuous and long use of fertilizer according to 
standard formulas and special attention need to be paid on preservation of soil by 
adding organic material etc., to retain 40% of water which would otherwise be 
evaporated or drained off. 

Hon. R. Yogarajan stated that housing facilities for staff of estates to be 
provided by releasing suitable lands. Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe stated that a 
programme would be launched in the near future to solve the housing problem of 
estate staff.  

Replying a question by Hon. (Dr.)Harsha de Silva about a budget proposal to 
undertake a comprehensive assessment of the underperforming plantation 
companies and submit a development plan, the Treasury explained that the criteria 
of assessment would be based on the extent of replantation, payment of dividends 
to government, capital investment during last 5 years, social welfare activities in the 
plantations, average turnover, average net profit, average yield per hectare etc. 
Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe stated that the threshold for replanting would be 2% 
for tea and 3% for rubber, and those who had performed above the threshold 
would be given further incentives. 

Replying a question by Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, Mr. R.B Premadasa, Director-
General of Rubber Development Department explained the reasons for shortfall in 
rubber production as heavy rainfall which restricted number of days of tapping to 
around 210 days and also the lowering of the demand due to world recession. Sri 
Lanka accounted for only 2% of world rubber exports, and all other countries also 
experienced drop in prices, and now an upward trend was observed. Price of RSS 3 
was Rs.290 and RSS 1 was Rs.340 while the cost of production was around Rs.120, 
he added.  

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Heads 135 and 293 - Ministry of 
Plantation Industries. 

Heads 181, 328 - Ministry of Productivity Promotion 

Minister: 
Hon. Basheer Segu Dawood, Minister Productivity Promotion 

Other Members Present: 
Hon. Y. G. Padmasiri 
Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka 

Officials Present from the General Treasury: 

Mr. W.A.D.S. Gunasinghe, Additional Director General, National Budget Department 
Mr. K.D.S.R.Perera, Director, National Planning Department  
Mr. K.M.Riswi, Assistant Director , National Budget Department 

Mr. M.S.M.D.Abeygunawardane, Assistant Director, National Budget Department  
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Officers present from the Ministry of Productivity Promotion: 

Dr. (Mrs.) Damitha de Zoysa, Secretary, Ministry of Productivity Promotion 
Mr. W.M.R.P. Weerasinghe, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Productivity 

Promotion 
Mrs. J.M.T. Jayasundara, Director, National Productivity Promotion 
Mr. K.S.P. Perera, Chief Accountant, Ministry of Productivity Promotion 
Ms. W.A.D. Wijerathna, Chief Accountant, Department of Manpower & Employment 
Mrs. H.A. Hema Perera, Director, Department of Manpower & Employment 
Mrs. I.M.P. Gunarathna, Deputy Director, Ministry of Productivity Promotion 
Mrs. N.P. Tennakoon, Internal Auditor, Ministry of Productivity Promotion 
Ms. A.D.T.S. Rupasinghe, Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Productivity Promotion 
Mr. S.L. Godakandarachchi, Deputy Director, Department of Manpower & 

Employment 
Mr. L.P.L. Gunarathne, Deputy Director, Department of Manpower & Employment 
Mr. G.H.R.R. Gunawardana, Deputy Director, Department of Manpower & 

Employment 
Mrs. P.A.C.D. Jayamali, Deputy Director, Department of Manpower & Employment 
Mrs. A.D.Y. Anandani, Deputy Director, National Productivity Secretariat 
Mr. B.L.D. Sudarshana, HRDA, Department of Manpower & Employment 
Mr. R.R.Y.G.K. Rajapaksha, HRDA, Department of Manpower & Employment 
Mr. K.K.D.K.S. Somarathne, HRDA, Department of Manpower & Employment 
Mr. S.W.G.M. Karunarathne, HRDA, Department of Manpower & Employment 
Mrs. E.M.S.M. Ekanayaka, HRDA, Department of Manpower & Employment 
Mr. A.R.W.M.S.P. Abeykoon, HRDA, Department of Manpower & Employment 
Mr. W.A.G.C. Weerakoon, HRDA, Ministry of Productivity Promotion 
 

Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Chairman of the Committee, took the Chair. 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Heads 181 and 328 - Ministry 
of Productivity Promotion. 

Ministry of Productivity Promotion 
 

Rs.'000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  884,452 592,400 637,600 
Recurrent Expenditure  808,232 428,400 551,500 
Capital Expenditure  76,220 164,000 86,100 
181 - Minister of Productivity Promotion    
Total Expenditure  672,563 305,200 369,300 
Recurrent Expenditure  620,140 184,400 310,900 
Capital Expenditure  52,423 120,800 58,400 
328 - Department of Manpower and Employment 
Total Expenditure  211,889 287,200 268,300 
Recurrent Expenditure  188,092 244,000 240,600 
Capital Expenditure  23,797 43,200 27,700 

 

Dr. (Mrs.) Damitha de Zoysa, Secretary, Ministry of Productivity Promotion 
Industries made a presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the 
programme of work for the year 2014, and the progress of activities done through 
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the National Productivity Promotion Secretariat.  

Replying a question by the Chairman, Dr. (Mrs) de Soyza explained that several 
indicators which are similar to international indicators have been identified to 
conduct a national survey on gross happiness as the second country in the world to 
do and a generous cross section of the society was selected for the sample survey. 
The Chairman stressed that new graduate recruits should work in the field going 
down to the grass root level, and their work should not confine to urban cities.  

Mrs. J.M.T. Jayasundara, Director, National Productivity Promotion stated that 
the target was to increase labour productivity upto 9.25% in 2020 from current 2.9% 
and added that the Cabinet has decided that all government institutions should 
work in line with the national productivity promotion concepts, and all officers at all 
levels should be well trained to implement such concepts. The Chairman stated that 
every step needs to be taken to train resource personnel for the future in 
collaboration with the Universities. He pointed out the need to increase productivity 
especially in the tea plantation sector and the Trade Unions should also be educated 
about the contributions required from the workers. 

Replying a question by Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera, Mrs. J.M.T. Jayasundara 
stated that if any pre-school requests to join hands in the productivity promotion 
campaign, all services would be provided free of charge by the National Productivity 
Promotion Secretariat. 

She explained that by reducing costs, eliminating waste and increasing margins, 
the profitability in small and medium scale industries will be increased thereby 
contributing to increase income and in turn their profits. 

Hon Joseph Michael Perera stated that poor people have not received the 
benefits of projects in the field of Productivity Promotion; government has not been 
able to eliminate poverty ratio of 1:14 to date. He added that the needs of 
individuals also should be met to improve productivity. The Chairman explained that 
income was only one factor among many other factors and productivity promotion 
concepts will contribute to have an impact on that number, and workers in the 
country receive good wages and salaries. 

The Committee was at 5.35 p.m. adjourned till 10.30 a.m. on Friday, 06 
December 2013. 

 
sgd/ K. Rohanadeera 
Secretary to the Committee  

Committee Office 
Parliament of Sri Lanka 
Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte 
05.12.2013 
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MINUTES OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENT TO 
DISCUSS THE HEADS OF EXPENDITURE OF MINISTRIES SELECTED FROM THE 

BUDGET ESTIMATES OF 2014 
Friday, 06 December 2013 at 10.30 a.m. 

PRESENT: 
Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman) 
Hon. Muthu Sivalingam 
Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna 
Hon. M Joseph Michael Perera 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. R Yogarajan 
Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 
Committee 

Minister Present: 
Hon. Victor Anthony, Deputy Minister of Coconut Development & Janatha Estate 

Development 

Other Members Present: 

Hon. T.Ranjith de Zoysa 

Officials Present from the General Treasury: 

Mrs. Y.P. Sumanawathi, Director, National Budget Department 

Mr. B.A.I. Rodrigo, Director, State Accounts Department  
Ms. M.D. Abeygunawardane, Assistant Director, National Budget Department 

Ms. T.Y.L. Munasinghe, Assistant Director, National Budget Department 

Mr. S.P. Kiriwaththuduwa, Assistant Director, Fiscal Policy Department 

Head 178 - Ministry of Coconut Development & Janatha Estate 

Development  

Officials Present: 
Mr. Nihal Somaweera, Secretary, Ministry of Coconut Development and Janatha 

Estate Development 
Mr. D.M.L. Bandaranayake, Additional Secretary 
Mr. G.G.N. Gunaratne, Senior Assistant Secretary 
Mr. K.B. Guruge, Chief Accountant 
Mr. N.S. Wanasinghe, Director/Planning 
Prof. H.P.M. Gunaasena, Chairman, Coconut Research Institute 
Dr. H.A.J. Gunatilake, Director, Coconut Research Institute 
Mr. R.M.U. Chandranath, Accountant, Coconut Research Institute 
Mr. Sarath Keerthiratne, Chairman, Coconut Cultivation Board 
Ms. T.V.D.D.S. Karunaratne, General Manager, Coconut Cultivation Board 
Mr. K.D.L. Dharmasiri, Deputy General Manager, Coconut Cultivation Board 
Mr. Aruna Gunawardena, Chairman, Coconut Development Authority 
Mr. M.P.N.M. Wickramasinghe, Director General, Coconut Development Authority 
M. M.P. Sandhyakanthi, Director/Finance, Coconut Development Authority 
Mr. Panduka Jayasinghe, Chairman, Chilaw Plantations Ltd. 
Mr. A.M. Chandrapala, Executive Director, Chilaw Plantations Ltd. 



( 56 ) 
 

Mr. Rohan Ratnayake, Senior Accountant, Chilaw Plantations Ltd. 
Dr. Sunil Jayasekera, Chairman, Kurunegala Plantations Ltd. 
Mr. N.M.S.K. Nillegoda, Chief Executive Officer, Kurunegala Plantations Ltd. 
Mr. P.M.D.G. Prematilake, Manager/Finance, Kurunegala Plantations Ltd. 
Ms. W.T.N.P. Jayasinghe, Accountant 
Ms. K.W.K.I. Silva, Assistant Director (Planning) 
Mr. G.R. Bandulakumara, DGM (Extension), Coconut Cultivation Board 
Mr. Athila Wijesinghe, Acting DGM (Estab. and Personnel Dev.), Coconut Cultivation 

Board 
Mr. U.W.B.A. Weragoda, DGM (Model Coconut Parks and Nurseries), Coconut 

Cultivation Board 
Ms. S.S. Rajakaruna, Director (Admin), Coconut Development Authority 
Mr. R.J.A. Fonseka, Director (Processing Development), Coconut Development 

Authority 
Mr. A.S. Balasuriya, Director (Marketing), Coconut Development Authority 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Head 178 - Ministry of 
Coconut Development and Janatha Estate Development. 

Ministry of Coconut Development and Janatha 
Estate Development 

Rs.'000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  1,090,966 1,783,260 1,783,700 
Recurrent Expenditure  536,461 712,741 833,700 
Capital Expenditure  554,505 1,070,519 950,000 
178 - Minister of Coconut Development and Janatha Estate Development 
Total Expenditure  1,090,966 1,783,260 1,783,700 
Recurrent Expenditure  536,461 712,741 833,700 
Capital Expenditure  554,505 1,070,519 950,000 

Mr Nihal Somaweera, Secretary, Ministry of Coconut Development and Janatha 
Estate Development made a presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 
and the programme of work for the year 2014.  

The Chairman stated that farmers should be educated in taking measures to 
protect new coconut plants from various insects and attacking animals like 
porcupines, monkeys, etc. , and also a suitable monitoring programme be 
introduced to ensure that all coconut plants distributed are properly planted to 
obtain maximum coconut production. He stressed that any officers deployed on 
monitoring the projects for the development of coconut plantations should work in 
the field and never be confined to offices. 

The Secretary stated that the annual production was 2900 million nuts in 2012 
and it was expected to increase the production upto 3650 million nuts in 2016. 
Annual income from coconut related products was Rs.46 billion last year and 
exports in value added form were encouraged. 

The Chairman suggested that suitable replantation programmes should be 
introduced to maintain productivity when the plantations grow old, and emphasis 
should be given to introduce new breeds that do not grow very tall but gives the 
same high production, as it is now difficult to find manpower for plucking coconuts. 
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The Secretary stated that new machinery have been introduced in the industry 
including a machine that climbs up and pluck nuts, and other supplementary crops 
like pepper, coffee, tea, cinnamon, dragon fruit, cashew and glirisedia should be 
introduced in coconut estates so that farmers could obtain a better income. 

The Secretary explained that their target for 2011-2016 was to make 32 million 
new hybrid plants of which 20 million plants had been made upto 2013. 

In reply to a question by the Chairman regarding the Chilaw and Kurunegala 
Plantations, the Secretary stated that Kurunegala Plantations had received the 
largest production in history in 2012 and was operating on a profit, with 5600 acres 
cultivated. The Chilaw Plantation was operating on a profit of Rs.49 million this year 
with 15,000 acres cultivated. 

Hon. John Amaratunga inquired as to what steps were being taken to prevent 
fragmentation of coconut lands. The Secretary stated that the fragmentation 
control board was operating under the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 
fragmentation would be permitted only if the coconut plantation was not affected. 

The Chairman suggested that details of coconut plantations including details of 
owners should be maintained for development and expansion purposes, and private 
sector entrepreneurs should be encouraged to renew and expand their plantations. 

Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam inquired as to what steps were taken to prevent 
mita attack and attack from other insects, which was a common menace in the 
Coconut Triangle. The Coconut Research Industries explained that the CRI has 
developed new insecticides and chemicals to kill these insects and save the 
plantations, and they are available for sale in the area. 

Replying a question by the Chairman as to whether any method had been 
developed to extract 100% of coconut milk from scraped coconut as 30% of coconut 
milk is wasted at home, the Chairman, Coconut Development Authority stated that 
in urban areas, processed products made from coconut are sold and promoted thus 
ensuring quality, reliability and taste.  

The Chairman suggested that technology be introduced to bottle and sell 
coconut water which is wasted at home. The Chairman, CDA explained that in every 
DC mill, coconut water bottling process is available and large quantities of coconut 
water are exported to western countries like UK and Europe. However, it would be 
difficult to collect from homes as coconut water can be spoiled within a short time 
from breaking the nut. 

The Chairman suggested to organize an exhibition about the coconut industry, 
including all coconut based products, new processed food items etc. along with 
Coco Tech 2014 Seminar which was proposed to be held in Sri Lanka. 

The Chairman also said that a socio economic survey should be conducted and 
people should be educated on the profitability of the industry. New programmes 
should be launched in collaboration with the Ministry of Productivity Promotion. 

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Head 178 - Ministry of Coconut 
Development and Janatha Estate Development. 
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2.30 p.m. – 4.30 p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman) 
Hon. Muthu Sivalingam 
Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna 
Hon. M Joseph Michael Perera 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. Pon Selvarasa 
Hon. R Yogarajan 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 
Committee 

Ministers Present: 

Hon. Lakshman Senewiratne, Minister of Sugar Industry Development 
Hon. Jeewan Kumaranatunga, Minister of Postal Services 
Hon. Sanath Jayasuriya, Deputy Minister of Postal Services 

Other Members Present: 

Hon. W.B. Ekanayake, Deputy Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources 
Management 

Hon. Sanee Rohana Kodithuvakku 
Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama 

Officials Present from the General Treasury: 

Mrs. Y.P. Sumanawathi, Director, National Budget Department 

Mr. B.A.T. Rodrigo, Director, State Accounts Department  

Ms. M.D. Abeygunawardane, Assistant Director, National Budget Department 

Ms. D.G.N. Kumari, Assistant Director, Public Enterprises Department  
Mrs. P.H. Chandima, Assistant Director, National Planning Department  

Mr. K.P.T.N. Dewapriya, Assistant Director, National Budget Department 

Head 186 - Ministry of Sugar Industry Development  

Officials Present: 

Mr. Udaya R. Senevirathne, Secretary, Ministry of Sugar Industry Development 
Mr. S. Senanayeka, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Sugar Industry Development 
Ms. M.H. Ramyawathi, Chief Accountant, Ministry of Sugar Industry Development 
Mr. G.H.S. Godawita, Consultant, Ministry of Sugar Industry Development 
Mr. R.M.P. Rathnayake, Development Officer, Ministry of Sugar Industry 

Development 
Mr. M.M. Dayawansha, K.K.S., Ministry of Sugar Industry Development 
Mr. Ruwan Chandrasekara, Coordinating Secretary to the Hon. Minister 
Mr. Thilak Kumara Rathnayake, Media Secretary to the Hon. Minister 
Mr. K.B. Kotagama, Chairman, Lanka Sugar Company (Pvt) Ltd 
MR. D.H.V. Perera, CEO, Lanka Sugar Company (Pvt) Ltd 
Mr. C.E. Amunugama, COO-Sewanagala, Lanka Sugar Company (Pvt) Ltd 
Mr. K.W.Y. Jayathilaka, COO-Pelawatta, Lanka Sugar Company (Pvt) Ltd 
MR. W.M. Karunarathne, General Manager (Procument), Lanka Sugar Company 

(Pvt) Ltd 
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Mr. M. Jayakody, General Manager (Accounts), Lanka Sugar Company (Pvt) Ltd 
Mr. K.A. Walter, General Manager (Sewanagala), Lanka Sugar Company (Pvt) Ltd 
Mr. N.M.D.S.N. Perera, Deputy General Manager (Agriculture), Lanka Sugar 

Company (Pvt) Ltd 
Mr. S.K. Cyrill, Chairman, Sugarcane Research Institute 
Mr. A.P. Keerthipala, Director/CEO, Sugarcane Research Institute 
Mr. W.R.G. Witharama, Deputy Director,Sugarcane Research Institute 
Mr. D.G. Manamudali, Deputy Director (Finance), Sugarcane Research Institute 
Mr. A. Wijesooriya, Chief Research Officer, Sugarcane Research Institute 
Mr. R.M. Gamini Rathnayake, CEO, Galoya Plantation 
Mr. P.R.A.W. Bandara, General Manager, Kantale Sugar Industry 
Mr. M.M.M.Ifthikar, General Manager, Higurana Sugar Industry 

 
The Committee considered the Estimates for the Head 186 - Ministry of Sugar 

Industry Development. 

Ministry of Sugar Industry Development 2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure    91,000 
Recurrent Expenditure    61,000 
Capital Expenditure    30,000 
186 - Minister of Sugar Industry Development    
Total Expenditure    91,000 
Recurrent Expenditure    61,000 
Capital Expenditure    30,000 

Hon. Lakshman Seneviratne, Minister of Sugar Industry Development assured 
that no land would be sold to any foreign investor, but development programmes 
will be launched in collaboration with foreign investors whilst retaining property 
rights with the State. 

The Secretary to the Ministry stated that it was expected to construct two 
renewable energy power generation plants at Pelawatta and Sevanagala Sugar 
factories which would generate at least 16 MW and add to the main CEB grid.  

The Chairman requested the Minister of Sugar Industry Development to 
motivate farmers for more sugar cane cultivation. 

The Hon. R. Yogarajan inquired on the increase of ethanol production at 
Sevanagala factory mentioned in the report. Hon. Lakshman Seneviratne explained 
that production of sugar has been increased when the factory was taken over by the 
Government and since ethanol is a by-product of sugar production it had also 
increased with the increase in sugar production and stated that under earlier 
management the ethanol production was higher than the production of sugar. 

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Head 186 - Ministry of Sugar 
Industry Development. 
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Head 108, 308 - Ministry of Postal Services 

Officials Present: 

Mr. Hemasiri Fernando, Secretary, Ministry of Postal Services  
Mrs. A.S.M.S. Mahanama, Additional Secretary (Administration), Ministry of Postal 

Services 
Mrs. S.H.A.N.D.Abhayarathna, Additional Secretary (Development), Ministry of Postal Services 
Mrs. C.S. Wickramaarachchi, Chief Accountant, Ministry of Postal Services 
Mr. P.L. Pathmakumara, Senior Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Postal Services  
Mr. A.D.S. Somasiri, Director (Planning), Ministry of Postal Services 
Mr. R.L.S. Rajapaksha, Chief Internal Auditor, Ministry of Postal Services 
Mr. K.L.D.N. Piyal, Accountant (Pay), Ministry of Postal Services 
Mrs. U.I. Madhushani, Assistant Secretary (Admin), Ministry of Postal Services  
Mr. E.Y.P. Zoysa, Assistant Director (Planning), Ministry of Postal Services 
Ms. K.P.L. Roshini, Assistant Secretary (Development), Ministry of Postal Services 
Mr. H.K. Perera, Office Employee Service, Ministry of Postal Services 
Mr. R.M.G. Saneth Ramanayaka, Coordinating Secretary to Hon. Deputy Minister 
Mr. D.L.P.R. Abhayarathna, Postmaster General 
Mr. K.A.S. Senadheera, Deputy Postmaster General 
Mr. Asoka Mampitiyaarachchi, Deputy Postmaster General (Admin) 
Mr. W.A.G. Wickramasingha, Deputy Postmaster General (Operation) 
Mr. B.K.R. Balasooriya, Chief Accountant, Department of Posts 
Mrs. T. Liyanage, Chief Internal Auditor, Department of Posts 
Mr. P.W.P. Wijesingha, Senior Administration Secretary, Department of Posts 
Mr. R.A. David, Superintendent (CME), Department of Posts 
Mr. M.R.S. Fernando, Superintendent (SPO), Department of Posts 
Mr. S. Jebarathnam, Superintendent (Planning), Department of Posts 
Mr. T. Shriharan, Superintendent (Planning), Department of Posts 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Heads 108, 308 - Ministry of 
Postal Services. 

Ministry of Postal Services 
 

Rs.'000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  8,568,198 8,967,730 9,362,000 
Recurrent Expenditure  8,333,282 8,574,930 9,012,000 
Capital Expenditure  234,916 392,800 350,000 
108 - Minister of Postal Services    
Total Expenditure  180,831 260,030 297,500 
Recurrent Expenditure  75,582 87,030 94,400 
Capital Expenditure  105,248 173,000 203,100 
308- Department of Posts    
Total Expenditure  8,387,367 8,707,700 9,064,500 
Recurrent Expenditure  8,257,700 8,487,900 8,917,600 
Capital Expenditure  129,667 219,800 146,900 

Mr. Hemasiri Fernando, Secretary, Ministry of Postal Services made a 
presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the programme of work 
for the year 2014.  
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Hon. Joseph Michael Perera requested the Secretary to make arrangements to 
effect urgent repairs to the Ragama Post Office early. Hon. John Amaratunga stated 
that some post offices serve their party members indifferently and requested the 
Secretary to look into this. The Secretary stated that a policy decision was taken to 
transfer all the postal workers who had served more than 4 years in one place, 
which would be implemented early 2014.  

Hon. Amaratunga, also, stated that certain free services provided by the Postal 
Department to the MPs had been cancelled with the introduction of the Tele-mail 
Service. The Secretary to the Ministry informed that instructions from the General 
Treasury are awaited. The Committee instructed the Secretary and the Treasury to 
look into this matter and take early action to provide necessary facilities to MPs. 

Answering to a question raised by Hon. Pon Selvarasa regarding a request to 
open a sub post office at Vavunativu, Hon Jeewan Kumaranatunga, and Minister of 
Postal Services agreed to look into the matter. 

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Heads 108, 308 - Ministry of 
Postal Services. 

The Committee was at 4.30 p.m. adjourned till 10.30 a.m. on Saturday, 07 
December 2013. 

 
sgd/ K. Rohanadeera 
Secretary to the Committee  

Committee Office 
Parliament of Sri Lanka 
Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte 
06.12.2013 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH MEETING OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENT 

TO DISCUSS THE HEADS OF EXPENDITURE OF MINISTRIES SELECTED FROM THE 
BUDGET ESTIMATES OF 2014 

Saturday, 07 December 2013 at 10.30 a.m. 

PRESENT: 
Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman) 
Hon. W. D. J. Senewiratne 
Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna 
Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. Pon. Selvarasa 
Hon. R. Yogarajan 
Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva 
Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle 
Hon. Hunais Farook 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 
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Ministers Present: 

Hon. C.B.Ratnayake, Minister of Private Transport Service 
Hon. Gamini Lokuge, Minister of Labour and Labour Relations 
Hon. Navin Dissanayake, Minister of Public Management Reforms 
Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekara, Deputy Minister of Labour and Labour Relations 

Officials Present from the General Treasury: 

Mrs. Rukmal Abeywickrama, Additional Director General, National Budget 
Department 

Mr. U.N. Mallawarachchi, Director, National Planning Department 
Ms. J.P. Priyangani, Deputy Director, Public Enterprises Department  
Mr. D.NS.A. Niroshana, Assistant Director, Fiscal Policy Department  
Mr. Mahesh Hewavitharana, Assistant Director, National Budget Department  
Mr. K.V. Riswi, Assistant Director 

 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, 
Chairman of the Committee took the Chair. 

10.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 

Head 184 - Ministry of Private Transport Service 

Officials Present: 

Mr. Padmasiri Jayamanne, Secretary, Ministry of Private Transport Services 
Mrs. D.A. Ranawana, Additional Secretary 
Mr. P.H.A. Wimalaweera, Senior Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Private Transport 

Services 
Mr. A. Podiralahamy, Chief Accountant, Ministry of Private Transport Services 
Mr. R.W.K. Perera, Chief Internal Auditor, Ministry of Private Transport Services 
Mr. W.W. Herison, Director (Planning), Ministry of Private Transport Services 
Mr. K.M.V.J. Priyanjith, Assistant Director (Planning), Ministry of Private Transport 

Services 
Miss H.M.S.N. Herath, Development Officer, Ministry of Private Transport Services 
Mr. P.K.N. Premasinghe, Consultant, Ministry of Private Transport Services 
Mr. Roshan Gunawardhana, Chairman, National Transport Commission  
Mr. K. Buddhadasa, Working Director, National Transport Commission  
Mrs. W.P.D.V.M. Weerasinghe, Director General (Acting), National Transport 

Commission  
Mr. H.W. Vipulasena, Director (Planning), National Transport Commission  
Mrs. A.R. Piyasekara, Assistant Director (Law), National Transport Commission  
Mrs. H.L.S.R. Priyamali, Assistant Accountant, National Transport Commission  
Mrs. A.L. Nelka, Internal Auditor, National Transport Commission  
Mrs. Niranjali Perera, Executive Officer III, National Transport Commission  
Mrs. K.A.C. Karunarathne, Executive Officer III, National Transport Commission  
Mrs. I.A.G. Edirimanna, Lawyer, National Transport Commission  
Mr. B.M. Ifthikar, Executive Officer III, National Transport Commission  
Mr. T.G.H.T. Thenuwara, Executive Officer III, National Transport Commission 
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The Committee considered the Estimates for the Head 184 - Ministry of Private 
Transport Services. 

Ministry of Private Transport Services 
 

Rs.'000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  301,382 767,275 744,725 
Recurrent Expenditure  235,181 560,475 566,425 
Capital Expenditure  66,201 206,800 178,300 
184 - Minister of Private Transport Services   
Total Expenditure  301,382 767,275 744,725 
Recurrent Expenditure  235,181 560,475 566,425 
Capital Expenditure  66,201 206,800 178,300 

Mr. Padmasiri Jayamanne, Secretary, Ministry of Private Transport Services 
made a presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the programme 
of work for the year 2014. He stated that 'common time table' for both SLCTB and 
private buses was implemented and a programme had been launched to distribute 
5000 bicycles among school children in areas where no bus transport is available.  

The Chairman stated that a national policy on private bus transport should be 
formulated and implemented through the Provincial Councils and peripheral 
administrative units. Hon. Minister stated that the national policy is being 
formulated. The Committee recommended to implement the national policy early. 

Hon. Minister stated that it was proposed to establish district offices to 
facilitate periodic inspection of the quality of buses before granting annual permits, 
and training centres would be established to train drivers and conductors. The 
Committee recommends that regulations be introduced to impose disciplinary 
control on the conduct of drivers and conductors including the uniforms of staff, 
and any violators should be prosecuted. 

Hon. Minister pointed out that Rs.500 million provided in the estimates was not 
adequate to commence any new services under 'Sisu-Sariya' although many 
requests have been received. The Committee considered the importance of 
expanding 'Sisu-Sariya', 'Nisi-Sariya' and 'Gami-Sariya' services and recommended 
that necessary funds be provided to expand these services to all necessary areas. 

Mrs. W.P.D.V.M.Weerasinghe, Director General (Acting), National Transport 
Commission explained that School children who walk more than 2 km to school and 
also who can use it for 5 years (those in grades 6-8) were selected to give bicycles. 

Replying a question by Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, the Chairman, NTC stated 
that buses with higher safety conditions for passengers, like steel body, air balloons 
etc, had been given priority in awarding tenders on Southern Expressway. Hon. 
Minister explained the difficulties in increasing the number of permits, as highest 
quality has to be maintained at all times. 

In regard to the question of revising bus fares when the NTC policy was to grant 
only 7% increase, the Hon.Minister explained that the Cabinet Sub-Committee 
would look into the changes necessary in all requirements as the old formula had 
been based on the statistics of the year 2000. The Committee would also discuss 
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with all the stakeholders including bus owners, commuters etc. and review the 
entire fares structure, and also obtain assistance from professionals in the field, the 
Minister added.  

Hon. John Amaratunga suggested to commence a service with small buses to 
operate within city limits, as large buses entering the cities cause heavy traffic 
congestions. The Hon. Minister stated that a study was being done with other 
agencies and Moratuwa University, and it was proposed to commence a shuttle 
service from three points to enter the Colombo city. He added that steps were being 
taken to introduce new legislation to ensure quality of service and to punish wrong 
doers, and such proposed legislation would be presented in Parliament shortly. 

Hon. (Dr) Harsha de Silva pointed out that so much of time and money were 
wasted due to traffic congestion on the roads leading to Colombo City during peak 
hours causing heavy economic losses and requested that measures be taken to 
conduct a study and prevent such situations. Hon. Minister stated that a study 
would be conducted in the near future. 

The Committee approved the Estimates for the Head 184 - Ministry of Private 
Transport Services. 

Head 173 - Ministry of Public Management Reforms 

Officials present: 

Mr. W.M. Bandusena, Secretary, Ministry of Public Management Reforms 
Mrs. Shirani Weerakoon, Additional Secretary 
Mr. E.S.G. Edirisingha, Senior Assistant Secretary (Acting),  
Miss S.A.H. Samarasingha, Assistant Secretary 
Miss K.A.I.E. Collure, Assistant Secretary 
Mr. P.A. Tilakarathna, Chief Accountant 
Mrs. A.P.L.D.D.N. Fernando, Director (Planning) 
Mr. D.S. Paranamanna, Assistant Director (Planning) 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Head 173 - Ministry of Public 
Management Reforms. 

Ministry of Public Management Reforms 
 

Rs.'000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  99,887  221,350  223,450 
Recurrent Expenditure  63,718  124,050  122,800 
Capital Expenditure  36,169 97,300  100,650 
173 - Minister of Public Management Reforms   
Total Expenditure  99,887  221,350  223,450 
Recurrent Expenditure  63,718  124,050  122,800 
Capital Expenditure  36,169 97,300  100,650 

 

Mr. W.M. Bandusena, Secretary, Ministry of Public Management Reforms made 
a presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the programme of work 
for the year 2014.  
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Hon. Navin Dissanayake, Minister of Public Management Reforms explained 
that a large number of vacancies exist in senior positions in his Ministry and about 
60% of staff grade positions had fallen vacant, for the reason that salaries offered 
were not attractive enough to invite qualified and experienced personnel. The 
Committee noted that it was the same in many other government institutions too 
and agreed that immediate measures be taken to rectify this unsatisfactory 
situation. 

The Committee recommended that this issue be seriously considered by the 
Government and necessary changes be made in the salaries structure so as to 
attract qualified and experienced personnel into the government sector positions, 
especially at higher management levels. 

Hon. Navin Dissanayake explained that the mandate of his Ministry was limited 
to formulate policy level guidance and issue necessary instructions at higher level 
and not to intervene in the practical problems or operational activities of the 
Ministries. The Ministry had already embarked on several projects to develop the 
policies and procedures in the education sector institutions, the Minister added. 

Hon. John Amaratunga suggested that suitable measures be taken to improve 
quality of the personnel by stipulating standards of educational qualifications and 
experience etc. 

The Committee approved the Estimates for Head 173 - Ministry of Public 
Management Reforms. 

Head 127, 221 - Ministry of Labour and Labour Relations 

Officials present: 
Mr. W.J.L.U.Wijayaweera, Secretary, Ministry of Labour and Labour Relations 
Mr. Herath Yapa, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Labour and Labour Relations 
Mr. R.P.A.S. Kumarasinghe, Senior Assistant Secretary (Admin), Ministry of Labour 

and Labour Relations 
Mr. R.P.A. Wimalaweera, Senior Assistant Secretary (FR), Ministry of Labour and 

Labour Relations 
Mr. R.P.Wimalasena, Senior Legal Advisor, Ministry of Labour and Labour Relations 
Mr. A.A.P.A. Perera, Chief Accountant, Ministry of Labour and Labour Relations 
Mr. C.P.De Silva, Assistant Director (PRD), Ministry of Labour and Labour Relations 
Mr. N. Sashi Kumara, Development Assistant, Ministry of Labour and Labour 

Relations 
Mrs. M.D.C. Amarathunga, Additional Commissioner General of Labour 
Mr. P.S. Pathirathne, Additional Commissioner General of Labour  
Mrs. S.A. Danthanarayane, Deputy Commissioner of Labour (Act.) 
Mr. D.P.K.R. Weerakoon, Commissioner of Labour (EPF) 
Mr. P.G.A.R. De Silva, Assistant Director (PRD) 
Mr. N. Vitharana, Chief Accountant, Department of Labour 
Mr. K.D. Manoj Priyantha, Commissioner of Labour (Industrial Relations) 
Mrs. W.L.S. Wijesundara, Commissioner of Labour (Industrial Safety) 
Mrs. M.A.M. Arifa, Commissioner of Labour (Women & Children) 
Mr. S.J. Dissanayake, Commissioner of Labour 
Mr. Kularathne Bandara, Commissioner of Labour (Development) 



( 66 ) 
 

Mr. H.K.K.A. Jayasundara, Commissioner of Labour (Labour Standard) 
Mrs. G.H.R.S.E. Silva, Engineer (Civil), Department of Labour 
Mr. D.R. Jayalath, General Manager, Shrama Vasana Fund 
Ms. Lankika Weerasinghe, Accountant, National Institute of Labour Studies 
Dr. N.C. Amarasinghe, Director General, National Institute of Occupational Safety 

and Health 
Miss R.M.T.V. Rajaguru, Assistant Commissioner, Office of the Commissioner for 

Workmen’s Compensation 
Mr. P.W.D.N.R. Rodrigo, Superintendent (EPF), Central Bank of Sri Lanka 
 

Ministry of Labour and Labour Relations 
 

Rs.'000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  1,417,841 2,090,495 1,698,260 
Recurrent Expenditure  1,088,951 1,270,185 1,282,260 
Capital Expenditure  328,889 820,310 416,000 
127 - Minister of Labour and Labour Relations   
Total Expenditure  164,433 229,590 208,910 
Recurrent Expenditure  135,056 169,555 166,110 
Capital Expenditure  29,376 60,035 42,800 
221 - Department of Labour    
Total Expenditure  1,253,408 1,860,905 1,489,350 
Recurrent Expenditure  953,895 1,100,630 1,116,150 
Capital Expenditure  299,513 760,275 373,200 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Heads 127, 221 - Ministry of 
Labour and Labour Relations. 

The Chairman inquired whether any statistics available to confirm existence of 
child labour in the country. The Commissioner of Labour explained that only a few 
complaints were received from the domestic sector which have been examined and 
prosecuted. 

Replying a question by Hon. Joseph Michael Perera, the Commissioner of 
Labour explained that it was required to obtain a license from the Ministry of 
Labour before any factory premises is set up and they would not issue any license 
without satisfying that all safety conditions with regard to workers had been 
fulfilled. Hon. Joseph Michael Perera requested to inspect all existing factories in the 
Ja-Ela area and submit a report to the Consultative Committee on the health and 
safety conditions provided to employees and its neighbours. The Hon. Minister of 
labour explained that the authority to extend licenses was with the local authority 
of the area and they should satisfy that all necessary conditions are fulfilled before 
any license is renewed. 

Hon. Joseph Michael Perera stated that an Act had been presented in 
Parliament proposing to release 30% of EPF & EPF Fund to provide medical 
insurance and housing loans for employees and requested that it be expedited. 
Hon. Gamini Lokuge, Minister of Labour undertook to look into this matter. Replying 
a question by Hon. Joseph Michael Perera, the Secretary to the Ministry explained 
that, under the provisions of the EPF Act, settlement of loans taken against EPF & 
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ETF would be permitted only at the stage of final settlement of dues and retirement 
from service. 

In reply to a question by Hon. Joseph Michael Perera about the 
recommendation of the previous Committee that representatives of Trade Unions 
and Labour Department be included in the ETF monitory board, the Chairman 
explained that it had not been accepted by the Government. 

Replying a question by Hon. Joseph Michael Perera regarding EPF and ETF 
contributions of SLCTB employees, the Commissioner of Labour explained that all 
accounts upto 2009 had been updated properly, and calculations and remittances 
are now being done under the supervision of their Ministry, and defaulters would 
be prosecuted. 

Hon (Dr.) Harsha de Silva pointed out that the current COL Index gazetted in 
2003 was outdated and need to be reviewed early. Hon. Gamini Lokuge agreed to 
invite all relevant officials of his Ministry and officials from the Department of 
Census and Statistics to the next Consultative Committee for a detailed discussion. 

Hon (Dr.) Harsha de Silva pointed out that EPF Annual Report and Accounts for 
2011 was not submitted and as at end of 2013 the value of the EPF fund was 
Rs.1250.7 billion making it the largest fund in Sri Lanka. The Superintendent of ETF 
said that the 2011 Annual Report and Accounts had been prepared and submitted 
to the Auditor General and they were awaiting the AG's certificate thereon for 
publication. The Chairman instructed the Superintendent of EPF to communicate 
with the Auditor General, so that the Annual Report could be presented in 
Parliament without causing a delay. 

Hon (Dr.) Harsha de Silva wished to know whether a survey had been 
conducted to identify reasons for reduction in the work force in the country. The 
Commissioner of Labour explained that it was a cumulative effect of many factors 
including, aging population, number of members in families, reduction in fertility 
rate etc. 

The Committee approved the Estimates of Heads 127, 221 - Ministry of Labour 
and Labour Relations. 

The Committee was at 5.05 p.m. adjourned till 10.30 a.m. on Monday, 09 
December 2013. 

sgd/ K. Rohanadeera 
Secretary to the Committee 

Committee Office 
Parliament of Sri Lanka 
Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte 
07.12.2013 
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MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH MEETING OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENT 
TO DISCUSS THE HEADS OF EXPENDITURE OF MINISTRIES SELECTED FROM THE 

BUDGET ESTIMATES OF 2014 
Monday, 09 December 2013 at 10.30 a.m. 

PRESENT: 
Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman) 
Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. Pon. Selvarasa 
Hon. Muthu Sivalingam 
Hon. Hunais Farook 

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 
Committee 

Ministers Present: 

Hon. Arumugan Thondaman, Minister of Livestock and Rural Community 
Development 

Hon. Dayashritha Tissera, Minister of State Resources and Enterprises Development 
Hon. (Mrs) Sumedha G. Jayasena, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 

Officials Present from the General Treasury: 

Mr. W.A.D.S. Gunasinghe, Additional Director General, National Budget Department 
Mrs. J.M.S.D. Rathnayake, Additional Director General, National Planning 

Department 
Mrs. Nalani Amarathunga, Director, National Budget Department 
Mr. K.G.R.G.R. Wickramawardena, Assisant Director, National Planning Department 

The Committee met pursuant to the adjournment. Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, 
Chairman of the Committee took the Chair. 

10.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 

Head 175 - Ministry of State Resources and Enterprises Development 

Officials Present: 

Mr. S.S. Miyanawala, Secretary, Ministry of State Resources and Enterprise 
Development  

Mr. S. A.N. Saranatissa, Additional Secretary (Admin) 
Mr. D.D. Amarathunge, Additional Secretary (Development) 
Mr. D. Swarnapala , Additional Secretary (Restructuring) 
Mrs. M.A. Nalani, Senior Assistant Secretary 
Mr. T.O.R. Wanigaratne, Chief Accountant 
Mrs. P.A.D.N. Attanayake, Chief Internal Auditor 
Ms. W. A. P. Wellappuli, Director (Planning) 
Mr. Dishan W. Goonasekara, Chairman, Lanka Mineral Sands Ltd. 
Mr. D.J.U. Purasinghe, Chairman, Paranthan Chemicals Company ltd. 
Mr. Jaliya P. Kulasekara, Chairman, Lanka Phosphate Ltd. 
Mr. N.S.M. Samsudeen, Chairman, Sri Lanka Cement Corporation / Lanka Cement 

Company Ltd 
Mr. Roshan Maddumage, Chairman, Lanka Salusala Ltd. 
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Mr. Udaya Sri Kariyawasam, Chairman, Janatha Estates Development Board 
Mr. Mangala C. Senarath, Competent Authority, National Paper Company 
Mr. G. Sarath Wicramaratne, Competent Authority, Lanka Ceramic Corporation 
Engineer (Brg.) L.M. Tennakoon, Competent Authority, BCC Lanka Ltd. 
Mr. Sumith Jayaratne, Chief Executive Officer, State Resources Management 

Corporation 
Mr. J.K.N.C. Perera, Working Director, Lanka Cement plc. 
Mr. P.H.R.U.D. Bandara, Assistant General Manager, Lanka Phosphate Ltd. 
Mr. M.M. W. Dahanayake, General Manager, Lanka Mineral Sands Ltd 
Mr. Mahesh T. De Silva, General Manager, Elkaduwa Plantations Ltd 
Mr. R. A. S. W. N. Alwis, General Manager, Lanka Salusala Ltd. 
Mr. Anura Siriwardena, General Manager, Paranthan Chemicals Company Ltd. 
Mr. Rasika Jayawardena, Acting General Manager, Sri Lanka State Plantation 

Corporation 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Head 175 - Ministry of State 
Resources and Enterprises Development. 

Ministry of State Resources and Enterprise 
Development 

Rs.'000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  128,387 883,868 260,630 
Recurrent Expenditure  96,806 110,978 91,780 
Capital Expenditure  31,582 772,889 168,850 
175 - Minister of State Resources and Enterprise Development 
Total Expenditure  128,387 883,868 260,630 
Recurrent Expenditure  96,806 110,978 91,780 
Capital Expenditure  31,582 772,889 168,850 

Mr. S.S. Miyanawala, Secretary, Ministry of State Resources and Enterprise 
Development made a presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the 
programme of work for the year 2014.  

The Chairman stated that production in Paranthan Chemical factory should be 
commenced early to provide the country's need of caustic soda. The Secretary 
stated that production was stopped due to unavailability of raw material (salt) 
during the past, but with commencement of production of salt factory, adequate 
quantities of salt to be used as raw material will be guaranteed. He added that the 
Ministry has finalized the draft proposal to commence operations as a joint venture 
on Public-Private-Participation (PPP) basis or otherwise. 

The Chairman inquired whether any steps have been taken to use the large 
quantity of clinker dumped outside KKS Cement Factory for cement production. The 
Chairman, Lanka Cement Ltd stated that the value of total quantity was estimated 
at Rs.40 Mn. but that stock had been exposed for a long time and now found to be 
of poor quality and outdated.  

In regard to the Keeramale Factory, Chairman, Lanka Cement Ltd explained that 
since the factory was situated within a high security zone its production could not 
be commenced but salaries of 54 employees had to be paid monthly. The Chairman 
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stated that action should be taken to commence work in the factory and utilize the 
skills of the employees, and hence suggested to discuss this matter with security 
authorities and have the area released for normal factory operations. 

Replying a question by the Chairman as to whether any steps were taken 
regarding the land belonged to BCC Ltd, the Chairman BCC Ltd stated that BCC 
which had 39 employees was producing soap and coconut oil and had made a profit 
of Rs.1.7 billion. The land had been given to the UDA to look for an investor for 
development. 

Replying a question by the Chairman regarding collecting waste paper to use as 
raw material, the Chairman, National Paper Corporation stated that the 
Government Institutions were not releasing their waste paper stocks to the NPC. 
The Chairman suggested to submit a Cabinet Paper requiring the Heads of all 
government institutions to hand over their waste paper stocks to the NPC, and as an 
example waste paper from his Ministry and the Parliament be collected. The 
Chairman, NPC explained their inability to implement all their plans due to lack of 
funds released from the Treasury. 

Replying a question regarding Embilipitiya Paper Mills, the CEO, State Resources 
Management Corporation said that this factory was given to a foreign investor who 
had obtained a loan of Rs.400 million by mortgaging its equipment to the Seylan 
Bank and abandoned the property in 2011. Steps are now being taken to look for 
another investor to commence its operation again. 

Hon. Muthu Sivalingam pointed out that EPF and ETF of estate workers in the 
JEDB and SPC estates were not settled and the workers were given only 2-3 days' 
work causing a lot of hardships to the workers. 

The Chairman, JEDB and Actg. Chairman, SLSPC stated that plucking will depend 
on the number of grown bushes in each estate.  With regard to the 'Galaboda 
Estates' in Nawalapitiya area, he said that this estate had been mortgaged long time 
ago to the Pan Asia Bank and the total due was Rs.127 Mn. The bank had filed 
action to sell the estate and recover the defaulted payments through 'Parate 
execution'. The Government intervened and persuaded the Bank a negotiated 
settlement of Rs.67 Mn but only 7 Mn has been paid. Since the Bank was pressing 
for unsettled dues, the Ministry had sought Cabinet approval to give these premises 
on long term lease to a suitable investor to obtain the balance of Rs. 60 Mn. 

Hon. Muthu Sivalingam requested that urgent relief be provided to workers in 
Elkaduwa plantations who suffered due to recent natural disaster. Mr. Mahesh de 
Silva, GM, Elkaduwa Plantations stated that urgent steps would be taken to settle 
this matter early. 

Hon. Muthu Sivalingam pointed out that EPF and ETF subscriptions deducted 
from estate workers in Elkaduwa Plantations were not remitted to Treasury. The 
Chairman, JEDB stated that the management in Estates were only able to find 
money required for the net salaries payable but physical money had not been 
deducted from the salaries of workers. He said that Rs.108 Mn has been paid as EPF 
and ETF subscriptions this year. 



( 71 ) 
 

The Committee recommended that a special Consultative Committee meeting 
be convened in January 2014, to discuss other matters relating to the Ministry 
which the Hon. Members wished to discuss and seek clarification.  

The Committee approved the Estimates Head 175 - Ministry of State Resources 
and Enterprise Development. 

Head 140, 292 - Ministry of Livestock and Rural Community 

Development 

Officials present: 

Dr. K.M.T. Kendaragama, Secretary, Ministry of Livestock and Rural Community 
Development 

Mr. H.L. Tissera, Additional Secretary (Admin & Finance) 
Dr. P. Wijevantha, Additional Secretary (Livestock) 
Mr. H.A. Nevil Padmasiri, Additional Secretary (Development) 
Mr. W.W.D.S. Haysingth, Chief Accountant  
Mr. D.G.H.D. Perera, Chief Internal Auditor 
Mr. U.G. Rathnasiri, Director (Planning) 
Dr. I.D.V.L. Dharmawardana, Deputy Director (Animal Feed) 
Dr. W.M.A.S. Senarathna, Deputy Director (Livestock) 
Dr. C.N.S. Gamage, Assistant Director (Livestock) 
Mr. J.W.V.S.B.A. De Mel, Livestock Marketing Officer 
Ms. D.D.N.N. Dissanayska, Assistant Director (Planning) 
Dr. K.A. Peiris, Assistant Director (Planning) 
Mr. M.K.D.G. Meegoda, Advisor to the Ministry 
Ms. U.L. Jayasundara, Assistant Director (Development) 
Dr. W.K. De Silva, Director General, Department of Animal Production and Health,  
Dr. D.R.T.G. Rathnayaka, Additional Director General, Department of Animal 

Production and Health  
Dr. K.D. Ariyapala, Head, Livestock Planning & Economic 
Lt. Col R.M.B. Ellegala, Chairman, National Livestock and Development Board 
Mr. A.C.H. Munaweera, General Manager, NLDB 
Mr. N. Ekanayaka, Acting General Manager (Finance) 
Mr. M. Rajakaruna, Accountant, NLDB 
Mr. Sunil Wickremasinghe, Chairman, Milco (pvt) Ltd,  
Mr. Sanjaya Leelarathne, Deputy Chairman, Milco (pvt) Ltd 
Mr. Naushard Junaideen, Working Director, Milco (pvt) Ltd 
Lt. Col. H.A.K.D. Dharshana Hapugoda, Chairperson, Mahaweli Livestock Enterprises Ltd 
Mr. K. Marimuttu, Chairman, Plantation Human Development Trust 
Mr. N.N. Ekanayake, Director (Finance), Plantation Human Development Trust 
Mr. S. Loganathan, Deputy Director General (Finance), Saumyamoorthi Thondaman 

Memorial Foundation 
Mrs. J.D. Vedanayagam, Project Manager, Saumyamoorthi Thondaman Memorial 

Foundation  
Mrs. S. R. Liyanage, Accountant, Saumyamoorthi Thondaman Memorial Foundation  
Mr. M. Sarawanan, Development Officer, Saumyamoorthi Thondaman Memorial 

Foundation 
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Mr. S. Sathiskumare, Development Officer, Saumyamoorthi Thondaman Memorial 
Foundation,  

Mr. T. Nishanthan, Assistant Project Coordinator, Saumyamoorthi Thondaman 
Memorial Foundation 

Mr. S. Vivekanandaraja, Assistant Project Coordinator, Saumyamoorthi Thondaman 
Memorial Foundation 

Mr. M. Sabith, Assistant Project Coordinator, Saumyamoorthi Thondaman Memorial 
Foundation 

Mr. J. Kugarath, Development Officer, Saumyamoorthi Thondaman Memorial 
Foundation 

Ms. R. Vijayashanthi, Development Officer, Saumyamoorthi Thondaman Memorial 
Foundation 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Heads 140, 292 - Ministry of 
Livestock and Rural Community Development. 

Ministry of Livestock and Rural Community 
Development 

Rs.'000 

2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  2,543,925 2,997,158 3,499,046 
Recurrent Expenditure  438,857 485,462 709,046 
Capital Expenditure  2,105,068 2,511,696 2,790,000 
140 - Minister of Livestock and Rural Community Development 
Total Expenditure  1,855,373 2,152,702 2,596,001 
Recurrent Expenditure  143,569 173,906 356,801 
Capital Expenditure  1,711,805 1,978,796 2,239,200 
292 - Department of Animal Production and Health   
Total Expenditure  688,551 844,456 903,045 
Recurrent Expenditure  295,288 311,556 352,245 
Capital Expenditure  393,263 532,900 550,800 

Dr. K.M.T. Kendaragama, Secretary, Ministry of Livestock and Rural Community 
Development made a presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the 
programme of work for the year 2014.  

The Chairman pointed out that qualified veterinary surgeons were not joining 
government service and recommended to the Secretary to take early steps to 
recruit qualified veterinary surgeons to fill the existing vacancies. 

The Secretary to the Ministry stated that the present cadre was 560 out of 
which only 30 posts were vacant and steps were being taken to fill such vacancies 
shortly. Their programme was to appoint 2 veterinary surgeons to each Veterinary 
Surgeon's Office, but considering the demand in certain areas an additional cadre of 
114 was approved for selected 4 offices and recruitments would be done early. 

Hon. Joseph Michael Perera pointed out that 16 out of 31 farms of NLDB were 
making losses and their audit reports were not submitted. The Chairman NLDB said 
that those farms were taken over from Agricultural Department, and their animal 
farms were making profits (Rs. 240 Mn. net profit) but a lot of money had to be 
spent on the development of lands.  
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Replying a question by Hon. John Amaratunga as to whether all the animal 
farms were taken over by the NLDB and were making profits, the Chairman, NLDB 
said that 3 farms in up country and one farm in the South were taken over and were 
operating as partnership ventures. 

Replying a question by Hon. Joseph Michael Perera about providing better 
housing for estate workers, Mr. Ellagala, Chairman, PHDT said that a self-help 
housing scheme had been launched to build a house of 550 sq.ft. per family. Project 
was to build 4000 houses within 3 years under Indian aid, and Lands were available 
for such developments. Under the Rs.3000 million Norway Aid, 25,000 houses and 
146,000 toilets were built. Replying a question by Hon. John Amaratunga, the Hon. 
Arumugan Thondaman, Minister of Rural Community Development said that the 
houses were owned by Estate Housing Cooperative Society but continuous 
possession would be given to the family and their successors. 

The Committee approved the Estimates Heads 140, 292 - Ministry of Livestock 
and Rural Community Development. 

Head 143 - Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs 

Officials present: 
Mrs. S.P. Jayathunga, Secretary 
Mrs. C. Miyanawala, Additional Secretary 
Mr. Vajira Kamburugamuwa, Senior Assistant Secretary 
Mrs. A.G. Anula Wijerathana, Chief Accountant 
Mr. R.A.D.C. Gunasekera, Director 
Mrs. R.H.C.P.K. Ranamuka, Accountant 
Mr. D.K.R. Weerasekara, Advisor 
Mr. Indunil Galappaththi, PA 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Head 143 - Ministry of Public 
Management Reforms. 

Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs 2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  361,308  425,000  445,000 
Recurrent Expenditure  340,560  373,000  400,000 
Capital Expenditure  20,748  52,000  45,000 
143 - Minister of Parliamentary Affairs    
Total Expenditure  361,308  425,000  445,000 
Recurrent Expenditure  340,560  373,000  400,000 
Capital Expenditure  20,748  52,000  45,000 

Mrs. S.P. Jayathunga, Secretary, Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs made a 
presentation explaining the progress of the year 2013 and the programme of work 
for the year 2014. 

Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera pointed out that the Health Insurance Coverage 
of Rs.200,000 given to each MP is not adequate, and steps be taken to include 
family members also under this scheme. 
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The Secretary to the Ministry explained at the discussion with the Hon.Speaker, 
the Leader of the House and the Hon.Minister of Public Administration the 
consensus was to pay only the insurance premium of MP from public funds. 
Contribution from the MPs would be required to extend the coverage to other 
members of the family of MPs, as the Insurance Companies were requesting for a 
larger premium. 

Mr. R.A.D.C. Gunasekera, Director, Parliamentary Affairs said that the premium 
paid to National Insurance Trust Fund (NITF) was Rs.10 million but total value of the 
benefits received was Rs.12 million a year, and for 2014 the NITF had increased the 
premium upto Rs.14 million. The Chairman instructed the Treasury officials to send 
a report to the Ministry on the possibility of extending the MPs insurance cover to 
include their family members. 

Hon. Hunais Farook stated that the salaries of Members of Parliament were 
made to be on par with that of judges, but as the salaries of MPs have now become 
less such anomalies be rectified early. The Committee discussed this matter and 
recommended that the discrepancies be rectified early. 

The Committee approved the Estimates of Head 143 - Ministry of Parliamentary 
Affairs. 

At 2.00 p.m. 

Head 160, 283 - Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energy 

Officials present: 

Mr. B. M. U. D. Basnayake, Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Renewable 
Energy 

Mr. R. A. R. R. Rupasinghe, Additional Secretary (Administration) 
Mr. N. K. G. K. Nemmawatte, Additional Secretary  
Mr. H. Hemal Kasthuriarchchi, Senior Assistant Secretary 
Mr. D. Abeysooriya, Chief Accountant 
Mr. L. K. U. S. Dharmakeerthi, Director 
Mr. G. M. J. K. Gunawardena, Director (Promotion) 
Mr. A. H. L. D.Gamini Wijesinghe, Director (Investigation/ SDD) 
Ms. R. H. M. P. Abeykoon, Director (Biodiversity) 
Ms. Lumbini Kiriella, Legal Officer, Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energy 
Mr. L.D.N. Kumarasiri, Chief Internal Auditor 
Mr. Anura Sathurusinghe, Conservator General of Forests, Department of Forest 
Mr. R. S. Kulatunga, Senior Deputy Conservator of Forests, Department of Forest  
Mr. Mahinda Senevirathne, Senior Deputy Conservator of Forests, Department of 

Forest  
Mr. W. A. C. Weragoda, Senior Deputy Conservator of Forest, Department of Forest  
Mr. S. Amarasinghe, Chairman, State Timber Cooperation 
Mr. P. G. Kumarasinghe, General Manager, State Timber Cooperation 
Mr. M. V. Karunarathne, Deputy General Manager, State Timber Cooperation 
Mr. G. Senanayake, Deputy General Manager, State Timber Cooperation 
Mr. G.D.S. Kumarasinghe, Deputy General Manager, State Timber Cooperation 
Mr. Amitha K. U. Gamage, Chairman, National Gem and Jewellery Authority 
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Mr. R. M. Janaka Udaya kumara, Director General, National Gem and Jewellery 
Authority 

Mr. K. L. D. Dayasagara, Deputy Director General, National Gem and Jewellery 
Authority 

Mr. G. W. Amarasiri, Director (Land, Mining and Environment), National Gem and 
Jewellery Authority 

Mr. T. M.Sirisoma, Chairman, Gem and Jewellery Research and Training Institute 
Mr. T. S. Dharmarathne, Director General, Gem and Jewellery Research and Training 

Institute 
Mr. Senerath Jayasundara, Chairman, Geological Survey and Mines Bureau 
Mr. B. A. Pieris, Director General, Geological Survey and Mines Bureau 
Mr. M. W.Jayamanna, General Manager, Geological Survey and Mines Bureau 
Dr. W. K. B. N. Preme, Deputy Director, Geological Survey and Mines Bureau 
Mr. T. N. Wijegoonewardene, Chairman, Marine Environment Protection Authority 
Ms. Ashwinee Kariyawasam, Assistant General Manager, Marine Environment 

Protection Authority 
Mr. A. J. M. Gunasekara, Manager, Marine Environment Protection Authority 
Mr. Ruwan Jayawardena, Accountant, Marine Environment Protection Authority 
Mr. Wimal Rubasinghe, Chairman, Central Environmental Authority 
Dr. Saranga Alahapperuma, Director General, Central Environmental Authority 
Mr. K. H. Muthukudarachchi, Deputy Director General, Central Environmental 

Authority 
Mr. T.M.A.S.K. Rodrigo, Director (MRM), Central Environmental Authority 
Mr. J.M.U. Indrarathna, Deputy Director General, Central Environmental Authority 
Mr. M. K. S. Nanayakkara , Director, Finance, Central Environmental Authority 
Ms. Kumari Kulathilaka, Director, Planning, Central Environmental Authority 
Mr. M. J. J. Fernando, Deputy Director General, Central Environmental Authority 
Mr. M.S. Gamage, Project Director, ‘Pilisaru’ Project, Central Environmental 

Authority 
Mr. M.H. B. S. Kumara, Project Director, Plastic Waste Management, Central 

Environmental Authority 
Mr. Prasad Galhena, Chairman, Sustainable Energy Authority 
Dr. Thusitha Sugathapala, Director General, Sustainable Energy Authority 
Mr. M. M. R. Padmasiri, Deputy Director General, Sustainable Energy Authority 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Head 160, 283 - Ministry of 
Environment and Renewable Energy. 

Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energy 2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  2,378,778 4,059,165 4,264,820 
Recurrent Expenditure  1,362,589 1,622,650 1,764,820 
Capital Expenditure  1,016,189 2,436,515 2,500,000 
160 - Minister of Environment and Renewable Energy   
Total Expenditure  1,189,453 2,695,695 2,824,120 
Recurrent Expenditure  548,179 713,080 824,520 
Capital Expenditure  641,273 1,982,615 1,999,600 
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283 - Department of Forests    
Total Expenditure  1,189,325 1,363,470 1,440,700 
Recurrent Expenditure  814,410 909,570 940,300 
Capital Expenditure  374,915 453,900 500,400 

Mr. B.M.U.D. Basnayake, Secretary Ministry of Environment & Renewable 
Energy made a presentation on the performances of the Ministry in the year 2013 
and on proposed Plan of activities for the year 2014. 

Replying a question by Hon. Joseph Michael Perera, the Secretary said that 
plant distribution programme in the country is implemented by the forest 
conservation department through the Divisional Secretariats.  

Replying a question by Hon. Joseph Michael Perera regarding protecting 
mangroves in the Negambo lagoon, the Secretary stated that the persons involved 
in unauthorized fillings will be prosecuted and they are studying the problem of 
decreasing fish in the lagoon with the Biodiversity Secretariat of the Ministry. 

In regard to encroachments of lands in Kalpitiya, the Secretary said that 
abandoned prawn farms will be rehabilitated and a special project for conservation 
of mangroves (kadolana) will be implemented. 

After discussing the question of issuing licenses for excavations using backhoe 
machines raised by Hon. Lakshman Wasantha Perera, the Hon. Minister of 
Environment and Renewable Energy instructed to cancel the licenses issued in 2013 
for excavation using backhoe machines in Matale District. 

Hon. Lakshman Wasantha Perera and Hon. WDJ Seneviratne requested to take 
steps to develop the granite industry in Galewela and Rakwana as huge amounts of 
foreign exchange can be earned by exporting it in value added form.  The Hon. 
Minister of Environment and Renewable Energy instructed the officials to take 
immediate action in this regard. 

Hon. W.D. J Senevirathne suggested to reconsider the proposal to shift the 
training institutes of the Gem & Jewellary Research & Training Institute to Colombo, 
as this will create distance between the actual persons involved in the Industry and 
the Institute. 

Hon. Nishantha Muthuhettigamage suggested that rest house in Kanneliya and  
pool at Kottawa which belong to Forest Conservation Department be developed so 
as to attract more tourists and the Secretary undertook to look into this matter. 

The Committee approved the draft Estimates for the Heads 160, 283 of the 
Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energy. 
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Head 180, 289 - Ministry of Minor Export Crops Promotion 

Officials present: 

Mr. W.M.V. Narampanawa, Secretary, Ministry of Minor Export Corp Promotion 
Mrs. R.M.C.M. Herath, Additional Secretary 
Miss. K.S. Samarawickrama, Senior Assistant Secretary 
Mr. P.L. Namasena, Chief Accountant 
Mr. W.M.S.K. Wanigasooriya, Director (Development) 
Mr. A.T. Senevirathna, Deputy Director (Development) 
Mr. R.C. Watawala, Assistant Director (A.D Promotion) 
Mrs. D.N. Kulathilaka, Assistant Secretary 
Mr. W.D.L. Gunarathna, Director General, Department of Export Agriculture 
Mr. A.N.K.A. Rupasingha, Additional Director General (Development), Department 

of Export Agriculture 
Dr. A.P. Heenkenda, Additional Director General (Research), Department of Export 

Agriculture 
Mr. K.G. Upali Ranawaka, Director (Administrator), Department of Export 

Agriculture 
Mr. R.M.D.S.S. Rathnayaka, Chief Accountant, Department of Export Agriculture 
Dr. A.H. Sumanasena, Director (Research), Department of Export Agriculture 
Dr. A.L.S. Darma Parakrama, Director (Research), Department of Export Agriculture 
Mr. Sanath Weerakoon, Chairman, Sri Lanka Cashew Corporation 
Mr. D.K. Jayakodi Arachchi, General Manager, Sri Lanka Cashew Corporation 
Mr. S.S.B. Rathnayaka, Manager (Plantation), Sri Lanka Cashew Corporation 
Mr. V.U. Liyanage, Internal Auditor, Sri Lanka Cashew Corporation 
Mrs. S.S.R. Fernando, Acting Manager (Admin), Sri Lanka Cashew Corporation 
Mr. R.M.P. Jayathissa, Acting Manager (Marketing), Sri Lanka Cashew Corporation 

The Committee considered the Estimates for the Heads 180, 289 of the Ministry 
of Minor Export Crops Promotions. 

Ministry of Minor Export Crop Promotion 2012 
 

2013 
Revised 
Budget 

2014 
Estimate 

 
Total Expenditure  655,282 934,500 940,970 
Recurrent Expenditure  391,389 435,780 480,570 
Capital Expenditure  263,893 498,720 460,400 
180 - Minister of Minor Export Crop Promotion    
Total Expenditure  154,807 212,890 196,500 
Recurrent Expenditure  113,919 129,970 124,300 
Capital Expenditure  40,888 82,920 72,200 
289 - Department of Export Agriculture    
Total Expenditure  500,475 721,610 744,470 
Recurrent Expenditure  277,469 305,810 356,270 
Capital Expenditure  223,005 415,800 388,200 

Mr. W.M.V. Narampanawa, Secretary, Ministry of Minor Export Crop Promotion 
made a presentation on the performances of the Ministry in the year 2013 and on 
proposed Plan of activities for the year 2014. 
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Replying a question by Hon. Joseph Michael Perera regarding importation of 
cashew nuts, the Hon. Reginald Cooray, Minister of Minor Export Crop Promotion 
explained that a small quantity is imported when there is a shortage of supply in the 
market. 

Hon. Lakshman Wasantha Perera requested that steps be taken to develop 
pepper cultivation in Matale District and to promote cultivation of betel, saffron and 
‘Daspethiya’ flower (red variety) having big demand in the foreign market.  The Hon. 
Reginald Cooray undertook to look into this request. 

Replying a question by Hon. Joseph Michael Perera, the Secretary stated that 
the Cabinet has approved the three year plan of the Department of Export 
Agriculture to develop exports and now the volume of exports have been increased 
by 5000 metric tons and export income by Rs. 3000 million.  The Secretary also 
undertook to look into the request of Hon. Nishantha Muthuhettigamage to 
develop cinnamon and pepper cultivation in the Galle District. 

The Committee approved the Estimates of Heads 180, 289 of the Ministry of 
Minor Export Crop Promotion. 

The Committee was at 3.30 p.m. adjourned. 

 

sgd/ K. Rohanadeera 
Secretary to the Committee  

Committee Office 
Parliament of Sri Lanka 
Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte 
09.12.2013 

 
MINUTES OF THE NINTH MEETING OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENT 
TO DISCUSS THE HEADS OF EXPENDITURE OF MINISTRIES SELECTED FROM THE 

BUDGET ESTIMATES OF 2014 
Friday, 13 December 2013 at 3.30 a.m. 

PRESENT: 
Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva (Chairman) 
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena 
Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna 
Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera 
Hon. John Amaratunga 
Hon. R. Yogarajan 
Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle 
 
Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary General and Secretary to the 

Committee 
 

The Committee met pursuant to notice.  Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, Chairman 
of the Committee took the chair. 
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2. The Committee considered the draft report of the Committee, copies of which 
had been circulated among the Members, and approved the same. 

3. The Committee deliberated.  Resolved,- 

1. The Report be presented in Parliament on Tuesday, 17 December 
2013; 

2. Unedited copies of the report be circulated among all Members of 
Parliament on Saturday, 14 December 2013. 

4. The Committee was at 3.45 p.m. adjourned. 

 

sgd/ K. Rohanadeera 
Secretary to the Committee  

Committee Office 
Parliament of Sri Lanka 
Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte 
13.12.2013 


