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Parliamentary Series No: 79
Name of the Institution: District Secretariat - Puttalam

Submission of observations of Hon. Minister in charge of the Institutions and steps taken
with regard to the reports tabled by the Committee on Public Accounts in terms of Standing
Order No.119 (4).
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Presenting the observations and measures taken by the minister in charge of the reports submitted by
the parliament by the committee on the public accounts related to the ministries, departments,
provincial councils and local government institutions.

Parliamentary Series No --79

District Secretariat, Puttalam.

Shortcomings and directions
pointed out by the committee
on the public accounts

Measures taken by the
Accounting officer

]

Present progress

Part One —

1. All audit queries submitted by
the Auditor General were not
answered within a month.

2. Instances of internal audit
inquiries not being answered
within a month were reported.

3. A vehicle has not been
disposed for less than 8 months
since it was acquired.

4. In relation to government
vehicle accidents, proper
measures were not taken
according to the law.

5. The Ad-hoc imprest issued as
per F.R. 371 was not being
settled within 10 days after the
completion of the work.

Part Two —
01. 1. Monthly District
Coordinating Committee

meetings were not held.

?The concerned staff have been
informed to respond to the audit
queries within a month

The staff has been instructed to
take those measures within 08
months.

Necessary instructions have
been given to the staff.
Necessary instructions have
been given to the staff.
The coordination committee

meetings are held on the dates
given by the chairman. However,
due to the corona epidemic
conditions in the country in
2022, in accordance with the
health guidelines, the gathering
of officials was restricted.

| advised to do it immediately,

There are cases where there are
practical problems in responding
within a month when we have to
check and respond to projects
and technical issues supported
by various government agencies.
In such cases, an interim
response is given. |

Three condemned vehicles have
been handed over to Technical
Colleges.

There has been some delay due
to lack of information regarding
02 vehicle accidents. It has been |

and arrangements are being
made to refer the matter to the
Ministry for preliminary action
related to one accident.

Necessary Action has been taken |
to settle the imprest according
to F.R.371.

Meetings are now being held.




2. The District
Committee  had
convened monthly.

Housing

not been

3. A human resources plan was

not prepared as per the
provisions  of the  Public
Administration  Circular  No.

02/2018 dated January 24, 2018.

04. Performance contracts were
not prepared and signed
involving the entire staff.

05. There was no senior officer
nominated in the organization to
prepare human resource
development plans and
implement capacity and skill
development programs.

06. The audit opinion on the

institution’s accounts was at
conditional (Qualified) level.
07. The No.of training

opportunities given out of the
planned training opportunities
was less than 50%.

Nil

According to 02/2018, a human
resource plan was not prepared
for the year 2022, but a training
plan was prepared including the
training programme of District
Secretariat and 16 Divisional
Secretariats.From the year 2023,
a human resource plan has been
prepared as per the circular.

A Contract has signed involving
the entire staff.

Appointed in the year 2023.

The necessary instructions have
been given to the officers to
make the financial management

| of the institution to a better

level.

Due to the economic crisis of the
year 2022, training opportunities
were limited according to
circular instructions issued by
the government from time to
time for expenditure control.

| A basic agreement has been |
' Housing |

reached with the
Authority on conducting the
meetings and steps have been
taken to take action accordingly
in the future.

The human resources plan has
been prepared for the vyears
2023 and 2024 as per the
circular.

Action is taken as per the PA
circular No. 02/2018 (1) dated
30.11.2023.

The Assistant District Secretary
has been appointed for the year
2023 and 2024.

Necessary  instructions  and
measures have been taken to
obtain better Audit Opinion

Steps have been taken as per
Para No. 5 of NBD Circular No.
01/2024 on public expenditure.
However, instead of training
opportunities, steps are being
taken to cover them through

Puttalam District

. . alternative measures such as
Instead of training opportunities, | ° . .
. . internal instructions and
it was covered by internal
. . awareness programmes.
Instructions.
Chief Accountant
District Secretariat
_~Puttalam. Puttalam.
2
H.M.S.P. HERATH
oa ¥ , 7 ent "
District Secretary/Government Ag A . U RASANNA

CHIEF ACCOUNTANT
DISTRICT SECRETARIAT
PUTTALAM
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 Secsssmesdation of the Secretary

hs tzken by the District Secretary are recommended and instructions have been given to
Dl Secretanies 10 pay personal attention on the other shortcomings pointed out and to take
 Smmwctve measures regarding them.

4(_ Pradeep yasarathna
o Secretary
istration, Home Affairs,
B - mwof P:blmk Mﬁ‘asl.:al Government
Secrerar Affairs Division)
o la % 05.
: ~NiLA MEDURA” Elvitiga Mawatha, Colombo

-

Misssiry of Public Administration, Home Affairs,

Provincial Councils and Local Government

Recommendation of the Minister and the Action Taken
Instruction have been given by me to the Ministry Secretary to take necessary steps by paying
special attention on the instructions given to the District Secretary by the Committee on Public
Accounts, to ensure that such shortcomings may not occur again and it is expected that the such
measures would enable the provable level to reach the optimum level within the year 2024.

N

(‘@\ e ~( S
Hon.Dinesh Gunawardena (M.P.)
Prime Minister and
Minister of Public Administration, Home Affairs,

Provincial Councils and Local Government



