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® Benjamin, S.P. (2021). Serendipity is the taxonomist's strongest ally: the
discovery of spiders trapped on mountains trapped in a tropical island.
Keynote, Kochi, India.

® Bopearachchi, D.P., and Benjamin, S.P. (2021). Molecular and
morphological species delimitation suggest a single species of the beetle-
spider genus Ballus in Sri Lanka (Araneae: Salticidae). Presentation,
Virtual Conference.

e Dissanayake, M.A.K.L. (2021). Directing Scientific Research, Innovation,
and Human Resources Towards Sri Lanka's Economic Development.
Convocation Address(invited), The Open University of Sri Lanka, Nawala,
Nugegoda.

e Dissanayake, M.A.K.L. (2021). Effect of mixed cations in efficiency
enhancement in dye-sensitized solar cells. Keynote, University of Pune,
India (Virtual Conference).

e Dissanayake, M.A.K.L. (2021). Importance of renewable energy and solar
energy - Why we need to develop research skills for fabricating solar cells
and solar panels in Sri Lanka. Invited
address on the Wold Science Day event, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka.

e Dittus, W.P.J. (2021). Inspired by Adventure Podcast: Dr. Wolfgang
Dittus. Invited Speech, USA.

e Dittus, W.P.J. (2021). The Monkey Kingdom in Peril: & solutions to
conservation. Invited Speech, Sri Lanka.

e Dittus, W.P.J. (2021). Primates of Sri Lanka: their biology and
conservation. Special Lecture, Kandy.

e Dittus, W.P.J. (2021). Red List Assessment for Toque Macaques (Macaca
sinica). Presentation, Sri Lanka.

e Dittus, W.P.J. (2021). Shields on electrical posts prevent primate
electrocutions. Special Lecture, Kandy.
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e Prof. L. Jayasinghe (2021). Delivered the C.L De Silva Gold Medal Lecture
2021 at Annual sessions, Institute of Chemistry Ceylon

e Kumari, J.M.K.W., Dissanayake, M.A.K.L., and Senadeera,
G.K.R. (2021). Development of counter electrode materials for dye-
sensitized solar cells using Sri Lankan natural vein graphite. Poster,
Virtual Conference, Mallorca, Spain.

e Magana-Arachchi, D.N. (2021). Cyanobacteria, Cyanotoxins and Human
Health. Invited Speech, Virtual.

e Magana-Arachchi, D.N. (2021). Tuberculosis (TB) Research. Invited
Speech, Environmental Health Australia.

e Marikkar, J.M.N. (2021). Challenges in Food Authentication. Special
Lecture, NIFS Kandy.

e Satkunanathan, A. (2021). Multilocus genetic and morphological
phylogenetic analysis of the jumping spider tribe Nannenini with the
description of one new genus and four new species (Araneae: Salticidae).
Presentation, Virtual Conference.

e Tharmarajan, M., and Benjamin, S.P. (2021). Molecular phylogenetic
origin and conservation of Argyrodines, cobweb spiders (Araneae:
Theridiidae) of Sri Lanka. Presentation, Virtual Conference.

e Weerasooriya, R. (2021). Extend JRDC facilities beyond the water
environment. Invited Speech, Zoom

e Weerasooriya, R. (2021). How to make an effective presentation. Invited
Speech, Virtual

e Wijesundara, S. (2021). Biopiracy and conservation of plants at the
Webinar on “Bio Piracy: A Pervasive Threat to Biodiversity and Human
Security”, organized by the Regional Centre for Strategic Studies

e Wijesundara, S. (2021). Keynote address on Montane ecosystems in Sri
Lanka at Wildlanka International symposium organized by the
Department of Wildlife Conservation

e Wijesundara, S. (2021). 24" S.R. Kottegoda Memorial Oration organized
by the Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement of Science on Ethics in
Biodiversity Conservation
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e Wijesundara, S. (2021). Keynote address on Environment Assessment
and Management at the International Conference on Environmental
Governance (ICEG 2021) Organized by the Central Environmental
Authority

NIFS 883 &¢
OB ¢
sbeodsen 88D
30802505 B25)E0O
amos BB

NIFS & 40 D18 es0DxFeas e @G ®

A series of public talks were organized.
"History of National Institute of Fundamental Studies" (via zoom on
2021-09-27 with 55 participants).
Resource Person: Prof. Kirthi Tennakone Former Director / NIFS.

“Introduction to Gene Therapy" (via zoom on 2021-11-11 with 30
participants).

Resource Person: Dr. Priyantha Herath Neurologist and the Executive
Director of Clinical Development at Capsida Biotherapeutics, USA.

"Our Place in the Cosmos: the role of culture and colonization" (via zoom
on 2021-11-17 with 28 participants).

Resource Person: Prof. Chandra Wickramasinghe, Astronomer,
Astrophysicist, and a Pioneer of Astrobiology Founding Director, National
Institute of Fundamental Studies.

“Solar Energy for sustainable development, reduce poverty and mitigate
damaging effects of climate change” (via zoom on 2021-12-15 with 79
participants).

Resource Person: Prof .M. Dharmadasa, Professor of Electronic
Materials & Devices at Sheffield Hallam University.

NIFS Research Talks; Aiming to create a knowledge-based society, the NIFS
initiated a series of discussions on “Science Research that will win the
world tomorrow”

Episode 04, Resource Persons: Dr. R. Liyanage, and Dr. S. Rajakaruna
Episode 05, Resource Persons: Prof. S. Seneweera, and Dr. S. Rajakaruna

Series of short videos were produced in parallel to World Science week

0 & Comed memo 88wd udA (montane ecosystems of Sri Lanka)
Prof. Siril Wijesundara - https://youtu.be/fSke9wSCtEw

e Challenges in Food Authentication
Prof. Nazrim Marikkar - https://youtu.be/bAyqgW7Ka-w

® & Comed M6 8310 8B DR D1 ®m® wy JDed arnnnae
Dr Shalini Rajakaruna - https://youtu.be/KWGJgjEFD14

o Bwd® nOCON Y WEED DB OD oBn
Mrs. Chandrika Tilakarathna - https://youtu.be/xXpl63F0KAg
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® Primates of Sri Lanka
Prof Wolfgang Dittus - https.//youtu.be/aZhfV7rUaJE

e Cyanobacteria, Cyanotoxins & Human Health
Prof. Dhammika Magana-Arachchi - https://youtu.be/YCFMOOKcIGE

e Utilization of coconut testa for edible oil and flour
Ms. Rasika Gunarathna - https://youtu.be/qGkgNC 5r00
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