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Innovation ]
.Index 2022 i Ng

85th Sri Lanka ranks 85th among the 132 economies featured in the Gll
2022.
The Global Innovation Index (GlI) ranks world 1o their
Consisting of roughly 80 grouped into inputs and
outputs, the Gll aims to capture the multi-dimensional facets of innovation.
The following table shows the rankings of Sri Lanka over the past three years, noting that data
availabilty and changes to the Gil model framework influsnce ysar-on-year comparisons of the Gil
rankings. The statistical confidence intsrval for the ranking of Sri Lanka in the Gll 2022 is betwsen
ranks 80 and 87.
Rankings for Sri Lanka (2020-2022)
aivR G Innovationinputs  Innovation outputs
2020 101 107 83
2021 95 103 85
2022 85 102 68 .
(¢2/820aO: GoenSw 838 @f@swzim
+ St Lanka poriorms batr nnavation s than rovalon s n 2022 @@, @085 6389 OVes- SdessyO
+ This year Sri Lanka ranks 102nd in innovation inputs, higher than both 2021 and 2020.
 As for innovation outputs, Sri Lanka ranks 88th. This position is higher than both 2021 and @229, o/zﬁd’ E90-€n @era e3e @erir&es

2020.
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Promising Kidpreneur Teaches Children
Entrepreneurship Skills

@ Wachine Translation: English +
» About the company

Nethila Nimsath is nothing like a regular teenager. He just turned 13 but already
has an entrepreneur’s career. With the support of his father, he developed a large
following on LinkedIn, is interviewing successful entrepreneurs on his YouTube
Channel, and created a business academy for children and teenage candidate
entrepreneurs.

When Nethila was 10, his father, Amithe Gamage, a branding strategist regularly hosting live shows
on Facebook, asked him to participate in short videos. Nethila would ask a question and Amithe
would provide a long answer.

“My father thought people would be amazed to see a child talking about business,” Nethila said. He
was offered 500 rupees per show. “I gladly accepted. I was 10 years old; I could not decline such an
offer!” That was the start of Nethila's career.

In 2019, one of Amithe’s friends who has a book club asked if Nethila would present a book to an
adult audience. “I was a little bit nervous,” said Nethila “because I was doing the presentation
physically.” Amithe realized that not only his precocious child was at ease in front of a camera, but
also in front of people. "1 did the presentation very well and my dad took me for a pizza as a treat
after that,” said a smiling Nethila,

https://www.wipo.int/ipadvantage/en/details.jsp?id=1
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Jendo - Heart Disease Prediction using Machine
Learning

@ Machine Translation: Englisn
» About the company

Preventing Cardiovascular Diseases with an Al-Powered Rapid Diagnostic Test

Keerthi Kodithuwakku is a biomedical engineer, the co-founder and CEO of Jendo
Innovations, a bio-medical startup delivering patented healthcare solutions
detecting abnormalities in the cardiovascular system and seeking to prevent the
risk of cardiovascular diseases.

His strong passion for biomedical engineering resisted adverse advice from some senior advisors in
the healthcare industry about the lack of prospects in biomedical engineering in Sri Lanka. Along
with a like-minded group of engineers, he followed his dream of providing a solution to help solve
medical conditions. In their research and entrepreneurial journey, Keerthi said that he found strength
and motivation through the strong support of his wife, family, friends, and coworkers in overcoming
the obstacles faced when developing Jendo Innovations.

“We went through a lot of medical problems and we identified a
new technology to detect endothelial dysfunction which is an early
detection of cardiovascular diseases,” he recalled. The endothelium
describes the deepest cell layers of blood vessels. It was just a
concept at that time, Keerthi said, “but going through the
literature, we realized cardiovascular diseases (CVDs) are a huge
health issue, and the technology would apply to all people in the
world.” “We were inspired by that, and that was the original idea of
Jendo.” According to the World Health Organization, (CVDs) are the
leading cause of death globally and claim millions of lives a year.

https://www.wipo.int/ipadvantage/en/details.jsp
2id=12463
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Fortigrains Lanka Fortified Rice - a Solution

Joint Agri Products Ceylon’s Organic Spices to World Hunger

© Msctune Transiation. Engish
O benne Tranmatins Ty o

» About the comy
o * Ao e oorpeny

What is life without a little spice? Vernon Abeyratne, CEO of Joint Agri New Fomties Rice & Sn Lanks Couls Ofer Wongwioe Rese! kv Mcronutrent-Desieted Populascns
Products Ceylon (Pvt) Ltd (JAPC) could not agree more. The company
is one of the largest exporters of Sri Lankan spices to the European

and North American markets. Among its lead products, Ceylon a researcner and the co-nventor of a patented process adie to forty

cinnamon has gained ride recogni i " with a ion mark rice with vitamins, minerals, and micronutnents, and has the potential
and has become a geographical indication in Europe. 1o help the mainutrtion plague in the word

Haily Senevirathne was always Intérested in science and as a chid
dreamed of working In a research laboratory. Some years later, she is

For most of his career, Vemon worked for private export
companies as wel as for the Sd Lanka state Trading
Consolidated Exports Corparation as a senor export
executive. As such, he traveled to many countries and
participated in trade fairs in Europe and the United States.

W 3 TaMar'S 1 BDANTE NS IRSTSIIGY. Bty Wert On 13 STy Putan Ko her mANers and.
PINECNIP ADCUL FaT SOBGE SLITRT har SWN TN TRSANITN 13 3 Ny NOMe Mer Ner I3 39 00
ORCANZAT! MBEMTN 303 Gevalooment fr Ine Pdustry. SN (#6¢ ned BN Warase Unversty of S
Lanks wh & Lactunw

In 1993, he decided 1o start his own company. With the help of
a trusted and faithful chent who provided his first steady stream
of arders and the support of local suppliers who agreed to
provide credit faciliies. He gathered six shareholders 1o bring
up some seed funding, and after four months started exporting
spices and expanding the business

From his modest start with five employees, Vemon, the
Managing Director and Chairman of the company runs the
business with his son and provides work 1o over 200
permanent staff Joint Agel Products Ceylon (Pi) Ltd (JAPC)
exports products for a value over USS 10 milion per year The

https://www.wipo.int/ipadvantage/en/details.jsp
?id=12653
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Savour Route Pure Ceylon Cinnamon

L 8w Bo®d yrsig

¢ a30u e compeny

Tiastona Macwiedne Frsene: e Lngue Taite s Quanty of True Caglon Comamon

Ceyton Cinnamon has been known for centuries and 1s thought to Chakra Suthra Zero-Waste Solutions
have been used as far back as ancient Egypt for its preservaiive and

meaicinal properies. Sn Lanka is the iargest giobal exporter of © Machine Tranalation Engish «

cinnamon and hosts several SMES producing the spice following

aoWONal Methods. Savour ¢ 15 One Of them, heacded by Senun ¥ About the company
Gamage, 3 young entrepreneur, who Combines ancestral methods of
producing high-quaity Ceylon Cinnamon, with 3 highly qualified staff
and her Jelermination 10 provide jobs 10 women Most of the packaging in Sri Lanka ends up in landfills, polluting the
earth and water. Himesh Fernando, the founder, and CEO of Chakra
Suthra is set on reversing the trend and driving homes and businesses
in the country towards a zero-waste practice.

Bonging Homes and Businesses in Sr Lanka to Zero-Waste Producton

Ater I0L0ng Wit 8 BACNE0TE N FRTtorsl Dustess © Vaaysa Senu eas et esty
BDICE by e Cad o 3 05 08 The Mukys SRNed 15 KM A Sen Sulsess
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TARAN T3 eBT0T 10 W e @0 DAL I "0 ATy DH00E AT0w T8 WOMALENEE MeOhel The name of the company comes from Sansksit Chakra (circular), and Suthra (formula). the circular
T SONEE BA2 POe O BT S 0T 1 RAME B ATAl SAramen Bex solution

Himesh is a native of Matara, a coastal city in the South of the
island where he grew up. Coming from a scientific family with a
pediatrician father and a mother who was a nurse, he was always
fascinated by science. “We always talked about science. and at
one point | wanted 10 be a doctor. but that did not happen *

Ha chose 1o study molecular blology and blochemistry at the
University of Colombo before going to the United Kingdom on a
scholarship to folow a Ph D peogram in genetics and molecular
blology

After his Ph.D. he worked for some biotech companies in Oxord,
concentrating first on research. and further focusing on the
business side of science. Some ten years ago, he came back to
Sl Lanka 1o work on the commercialzation of innovation

In 2018 Himesh was selected for 3 three months Eisenhower Fellowship for Innovation and traveled
10 the United States to work on a social impact-velated project This feSlowship was an opportunity 1o
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