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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH]
in the Chair.
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POISONS, OPIUM AND DANGEROUS DRUGS (AMENDMENT)
BILL (L.D.O 08/2026) AND POISONS, OPIUM AND DANGEROUS

DRUGS (AMENDMENT) BILL (L.D.O 11/2026): DETERMINATION
OF THE SUPREME COURT

®6 Beardss mAOznEmRO)

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to announce to Parliament that the Hon.
Speaker has received the Determination of the Supreme
Court in respect of the Bills titled “Poisons, Opium and
Dangerous Drugs (Amendment) (L.D.O 8/2026) (Bill No.
79) and Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs
(Amendment) (L.D.O 11/2026) (Bill No. 80)”, which
were challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of Article
121(1) of the Constitution.

SC SD No. 120/2026
SC SD No. 121/2026 No 27,
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The Supreme Court has determined that Bill No. 79
(L.D.O 8/2026) can be passed by the simple majority of
Parliament after making following Amendments at the
Committee Stage.

(i) Insertion of the phrase "where the suspect is
present in court" at the beginning of limb (a) of
the proposed new Section 77A(5); and

(i) Insertion of the phrase “from the date on which
such report was handed over to the suspect or his
counsel in terms of paragraph (a)" at the end of
limb (b) of that Section in place of the phrase
"from such first calling date".

The Supreme Court has also determined that Bill No.
80 (L.D.O 11/2026) is not inconsistent with any provision
of the Constitution and can be passed by the simple
majority of Parliament.

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court
be printed in the Official Report of today’s Proceedings.

egfdrdmosmed Foewas:
2w BHI0STISG S LIL).
Determination of the Supreme Court:

THE DEM
SRILANKA

IN THE SUPRE! R TI ALIST REPUBLIC OF

THE BILLS TITLED "POISONS, OPIUM AND DANGEROUS DRUGS (AMENDMENT)"

In the matter of Applications in terms of Article 121 read
with Article 120, of the Constitution to determine whether
the Bills (Bill No. 79 and Bill No. 80) titled “Poisons, Opium
and Dangerous Drugs (Amendment)” or any part thereof is
inconsistent with the Constitution of the Democratic

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

Petitioner: Ambika Satkunanathan,

Rudra Mawatha,
Colombo 06.

Pulasthi Hewamanna,
with Ms. Fadhila Fairoze

Counsel:

Respondent: Hon. Attorney General,
Attorney General's Department,

Colombo 12.

Suharshie Herath Jayaweera, SDSG
with Yuresha Fernando DSG, Yothini
Selvananthan SC and Senal
Senevirathne SC

Counsel:



621

P. PADMAN SURASENA, CJ.
ACHALA WENGAPPULI, J,
ARJUNA OBEYESEKERE, J.

Before:

The Bench assembled for hearing the Petitions on 01-10-2026.
Bill No. 79 and Bill No. 80 titled " Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs (Amendment)” bearing
the L. D. - O No. 08/2026 and the L. D. - O No. 11/2026 respectively (hereinafter sometimes
referred to as Bill No. 79 and Bill No. 80) were published in the Gazette on 24-08-2026 and
were placed on the Order Paper of Parliament on 08-09-2026.

The above-mentioned Petitioner has filed two Petitions (SC/SD/120/2026 and SC/SD/121/2026)
on 21-09-2026 invoking the jurisdiction vested in this Court by virtue of Article 120 read with
Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the aforementioned Bills. The Petitioner has
prayed for a determination from this Court under Article 123 of the Constitution.

Upon receipt of the said Petitions, Court issued notices on the Hon. Attorney General as
required by Article 134 (1) of the Constitution. The Court commenced and concluded the
hearing on 01-10-2026.

The Petitioner has prayed for a determination that some clauses of these Bills and/or the Bills in
their totality are inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution including the provisions
entrenched in Article 83 and therefore cannot be enacted into law, unless approved by the
People at a Referendum and the number of votes cast in favour thereof amounts to not less
than two-thirds of the whole number of Members of Parliament (including those not present).

Both Bills propose to amend the principal enactment which is the Poisons, Opium and
Dangerous Drugs Ordinance (Chapter 218) (hereinafter sometimes referred to as the PODD
Ordinance or the Principal Enactment). The said Ordinance has subsequently been amended
from time to time by several amendments passed by Parliament. Both the learned Senior
Deputy Solicitor General and the learned counsel for the Petitioner made one composite
submission setting out their arguments respectively for and against both Bills. This is despite

the fact that the Petitioner has chosen to file separate Petitions in respect of each Bill. However,
some of the arguments both parties advanced in their respective submissions are of common
application to both Bills and relevant to the enforcement of provisions in the Principal
Enactment PODD Ordinance. Both the learned counsel for the Petitioner and the learned Senior
Deputy Solicitor General in the course of their submissions sought to explain to us the practical
difficulties faced both by the suspects under custody and those involved in the law enforcement
mechanism in relation to the items ceased under the PODD Ordinance. In the above
circumstances, we think it is not advisable to formulate two different Determinations merely
because the Petitioner has filed two separate Petitions to challenge two Bills. Thus, this
Determination will apply to both Bills i.e., Bill No. 79 (L. D. - O No. 08/2026) and Bill No. 80 (L.
D. - O No. 11/2026) titled "Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs (Amendment)”. However, to
maintain clarity, we will deal with the challenges by the Petitioner in respect of several Clauses
in these two Bills separately. Let us first deal with Bill No. 79 (L. D. - O. No. 08/2026).

Bill No. 79 consists of the following clauses:
* Clause 1 - Short title
*  Clause 2 - Amendment of section 77A of Bill No. 79 (Chapter 218)
¢ Clause 3 - Sinhala text to prevail in case of inconsistency

Out of the above clauses in the Bill, the Petitioner has challenged Clause 2 of Bill No. 79.

Since it is Section 77A of the Principal Enactment that Clause 2 of Bill No. 79 proposes to
amend, let us briefly examine the genesis of that Section (Section 77A).

Section 77A was brought in to the Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs (Amendment) Act No.
13 of 1984 as a new insertion immediately after Section 77 of the Principal Enactment. It
originally had four subsections which are meant to serve the following purposes:

1. To make provisions for any police officer to submit any seized drug substance article or
preparation (hereinafter referred to as the seized items) or any portion thereof or any
sample to the Government Analyst for examination;

208Ee®@sInd
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2.To make provisions for the Government Analyst to forward such examination report

setting out the results of his examination to the Police Narcotics Bureau;

3. To make provision for such Government Analyst report to be received in evidence in an
inquiry, trial or other proceeding;

4.To make provisions for the Government Analyst to destroy the seized items after

examination upon an order issued in that regard by the Magistrate.

We observe that before Section 77A came into existence, under Section 116 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure Act No. 15 of 1979 any Officer in Charge of a Police Station was required to
first take steps to handover the seized items to the Magistrate’s Court having jurisdiction in the
case, and then move such Magistrate’s Court to forward such seized items to the Government
Analyst for analysis and report. The law-enforcement authorities found this process a time-
consuming one as the Magistrate’s Courts were flooded with various kinds of cases on a daily
basis. Therefore, the process which then existed caused immense delays in the investigations. A
necessary consequence of such delay was the continuous incarceration of the suspects arrested
in relation to such seized items, in remand. This was because the quantity of the substance
such suspects were alleged to have possessed remained uncertain without the Government

Analyst’s reports.

Although the next amendment i.e. the Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs (Amendment) Act
No. 26 of 1986! did not alter anything in Section 77A, the Amendment Act No. 41 of 2022 did
make changes to section 77A. The Amendment Act No. 41 of 2022 repealed sub sections ),
(3) and (4) of Section 77A and substituted them with the presently existing sub sections. The
main purpose of that amendment was to make provision for the Government Analyst to forward
the examination report within 12 months to the Magistrate or any other competent Court, which
has the jurisdiction to try relevant offences. The said section required the Government Analyst
also to forward the copies of such examination report to the police officer who submitted such
seized items and to the Police Narcotics Bureau. Furthermore, the newly substituted sub section

(4) made provision to shift the burden of proof on the person who raises an issue in respect of
the opinion of the Government Analyst in relation to his examination report submitted to Court.

We observe that instead of the earlier provision in Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs
(Amendment) Act No. 13 of 1984 which had given powers for the Government Analyst to
destroy productions after analysis upon an order of the Magistrate, the Amendment Act No. 41
of 2022 has made provision to ensure preserving photographs of such productions, including
their packages and seals before their destruction.

We observe that the next Amendment Act i.e. the Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs
(Amendment) Act No. 07 of 20262 did not alter anything in Section 77A of the Principal
Enactment.

Thus, Section 77A of the Principal Enactment as it stands at present reads as follows:

(1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in section 116 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure Act, a police officer may submit any drug, substance, article or preparation
seized by him or any portion thereof or any sample taken by him in relation to an
offence committed under Chapter III or Chapter V of this Ordinance to the
Government Analyst for examination.

(2) Where the Government Analyst has made an examination of any drug, substance,
article or preparation submitted to him under subsection (1), he shall, within a period
not exceeding twelve months from the date of such submission, send a report setting
out the result of his examination to the Magistrate or any other competent court which
has the jurisdiction to try an offence committed under Chapter III or Chapter V of this
Ordinance, with copies to the police officer who submitted such drug, substance,
article and preparation or any portion or sample for examination and to the Police

Narcotics Bureau.

1 This Amendment Act only amended S. 35 of the Principal Enactment.

2 This Amendment Act only inserted Section 54AA amended S. 548, 78, 83, 84, 85, 86 and 87 of the
Principal Enactment.
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(3) A report submitted to the Magistrate or any other competent court under subsection
(2) shall be prima facie evidence in any inquiry, trial or other proceeding conducted
under this Ordinance.

(4) Where any person raises an issue in respect of the opinion of the Government Analyst
specified in the report referred to in subsection(3) in any inquiry, trial or other
proceeding, the burden of proving the fact that such report is inaccurate shall lie on

the person who raises such issue.

(5

(a) Where the Magistrate or the judge of any competent court having the jurisdiction
to try the offence committed under Chapter III or Chapter V, is of the opinion that
such drug, substance, article or preparation would become necessary in evidence
during the proceedings before such court in respect of any offence, he shall order
the Police Narcotics Bureau or any person authorized by the Magistrate or the
Judge of such competent court to photograph such drug, substance, article or
preparation, including the packages and seals, and to preserve the necessary
evidence including packages and seals and to order the Police Narcotics Bureau or
any person authorized by the Magistrate or the Judge of such competent court to
destroy the same in the presence of the Registrar of such court, the prosecuting
Counsel or the Police Officer who conducts the prosecution or his representative
and the defence Counsel or his representative.

(b) The Police Narcotics Bureau or the person authorized by the Magistrate or the
judge of the competent court, as the case may be, shall take the photographs in
terms of the order made under paragraph (a) and forward such photographs and
the necessary evidence including packages and seals forthwith to the relevant
court.

(c) The Police Narcotics Bureau or any person authorized by the Magistrate or the
judge of such competent court shall under the supervision of the Magistrate or the
judge of the competent court, as the case may be, destroy or cause to be
destroyed such drug, substance, article or preparation in compliance with the order

made by such Magistrate or the judge as the case may be, under paragraph (a)
within a period of two months of the date of such order and shall forthwith submit
a report relating to such destruction to the relevant court.

(6) The Minister assigned the subject of Justice may, with the concurrence of the Judicial
Service Commission prescribe by regulation, the mechanism of disposal of such drug,
substance, article or preparation specified in subsection (5).

Let us now turn to Clause 2(1) of Bill No. 79 which is reproduced below:
Clause 2(1):

Section 77A of the Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs Ordinance (Chapter 218) (hereinafter
referred to as the “principal enactment”) is hereby amended as follows: (1) by the repeal of
subsection (1) of that section and substitution therefor, of the following subsection:-

(1) Any investigator who seizes any drug, substance, article or preparation in relation to an
offence committed under Chapter V of this Ordinance shall, forthwith-

(a)take photographs of such drug, substance, article or preparation in its original form,
including the packages and seals thereof, with video recordings where possible; and

(b)submit or transmit such photographs both in printed and electronic form and video
recordings to the relevant Magistrate with a report containing the quantity of such
drug substance, article or preparation.

Clause 2(1) of Bill No. 79 proposes to repeal the existing Section 77A (1) and substitute therefor
a new Section 77A (1) which has provided for the immediate taking of photographs of seized
prohibited substances, their packaging and seals before transmitting them to the relevant
Magistrate with a report.

2026 @Fendas 09
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The learned Counsel for the Petitioner has specifically informed Court that the Petitioner does
not challenge the Clause 2(1) of Bill No. 79.3 i.e,, the Petitioner does not challenge the new
Section 77A(1) which Bill No. 79 proposes to introduce to the Principal Enactment.

The Clause 2(2) of Bill No. 79 then proposes to insert four new sections named 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D
immediately after the proposed new Section 77A(1). We re-iterate here that the Petitioner has
not challenged the new Section 77A(1) which Bill No. 79 has proposed to introduce. However,
the Petitioner has challenged the new Section 77A (1A).

Proposed Section 77A (1A) is as follows:

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in subsection (3) of section 116 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure Act, No. 15 of 1979, where an investigator
seizes any drug, substance, article, or preparation in relation to an offence
under Chapter V of this Ordinance, such investigator shall* submit the same to

the Government Analyst for examination if -

(a) the investigator is of the opinion that the suspect is liable to be

indicted before the High Court for an offence under section 54A; or

(b) the Magistrate, if he considers it appropriate, orders that such drug,

substance, article, or preparation be submitted to the Government

Analyst for examination.

The learned counsel for the Petitioner sought to argue that the limb (a) in the proposed new
Section 77A (1A): “the investigator is of the opinion that the suspect is liable to be

indicted before the tigh Court for an offence under section 54 A’ has given a wide and

unregulated power to the investigator in making his decision whether to submit the seized drug,
substance, article or preparation (the seized items) to the Government Analyst for examination.

We observe that Section 77A (1) of the Principal Enactment as it stands at present, has given
power to a Police Officer to submit the seized items to the Government Analyst for examination.
Therefore, the proposed new Section 77A (1A) has not sought to confer a hitherto non existent
wide and unregulated power to the investigator. Indeed the proposed new Section 77A (1A)
has qualified the hitherto existed power of the Police Officer. Therefore, we are unable to accept
the argument of the learned counsel for the Petitioner that the proposed new Section 77A (1A)

has conferred a wide and unregulated power to the investigator.

The learned counsel for the Petitioner next sought to argue that there is no adequate
safeguards in limb (b) in the proposed new Section 77A (1A) which states as follows:

“the Magistrate, if he considers it appropriate, orders that such drug,

substance, article, or preparation be submitted to the Government Analyst for

examination’.

It was his submission that according to the wording of this new Section, (i.e., “the Magistrate,
if he considers it appropriate, .."), the Magistrate has a discretion either to submit or not to

submit the seized items to the Government Analyst for examination.

However, we observe that there could well be situations where there is no requirement of
analysis of the seized items by the Government Analyst. Indeed, such analysis by the
Government Analyst is necessary only if there is a suspect who has been arrested in connection
with such items. This is because the sentence to be imposed on such accused will depend on
the pure quantity of the seized items according to the Third Schedule of the Ordinance. There
could well be situations where the investigators have seized a big quantity of prohibited items
without arresting anyone in relation to those items. In such a scenario, why should the
investigators burden the already over-burdened Government Analyst Department as there is no-

one who can be liable to be indicted before the High Court.

3 vide paragraph 1.2 of the Written Submissions filed by the Senior Deputy Solicitor General also.

4 Emphasis is mine.
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This Court in its Determination regarding the Bureau of Rehabilitation Bill,5 proceeded to state

as follows:

“In considering the application of a bill or its provisions, it is only plausible
and real-world possibilities that would be entertained by this Court. The
threat of potential abuse should not be based on fanciful hypotheses, and
should always be guided by the perspective of the proverbial reasonable
person. There should be a realistic possibility that the provisions of the

Constitution would be abused through the provisions of the law."

We see no such real possibility of abuse of this provision by either the investigators or by the
Magistrates. On the other hand, as has already described above, such provision is necessary
and would be beneficial to every one concerned. Thus, this is merely a fanciful argument by the

Petitioner. Therefore, we see no merit in this argument.
Pre ection 7.

The learned counsel for the Petitioner next sought to argue that the proposed new Section 77A
1B: “Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in subsection (1A), where the

investigator seizes Cannabis sativa L., the investigator shall submit only a sample
thereof fo the Government Analyst for examination, and the remaining quantity shall,
pursuant fo an order of the Magistrate, be destroyed forthwith. A report of such
destruction shall thereafter be submitted to the Magistrate.’ has given rise to a danger as

no-one would know the pure quantity of “Cannabis sativa L” as only a sample from the seized

bigger quantity is submitted to the Government Analyst for examination.

We are aware that in this country from time immemorial, it is only a sample of ‘Cannabis
sativa L’ that is always forwarded to the Government Analyst for examination. Therefore, it is

wrong to state that it is the proposed new Section 77A 1B that has proposed this for the first

time. The forwarding of only a sample from a bigger quantity seized is not something
happening without a basis. Section 26 of the Act shows clearly that ‘Cannabis sativa L’ is a
name of a plant (Hemp Plant). Therefore, even in a situation where the investigator seizes a big
quantity of such plants, the suspect has to be charged for the gross quantity of the stock of
such plants. Thus, no question or necessity arises for the investigator to ascertain “the pure
quantity” because the whole stock consists of Hemp Plants. The only necessity or requirement
is to get the Government Analyst to confirm that the items seized are Hemp Plants.

This Court in its Determination regarding the Third Amendment to the Constitution Bill,6
proceeded to state as follows:

"Further, a clear distinction must be borne in mind between the law and the
administration of the law. A law cannot be struck down as discriminatory
because of the fear that it may be administered in a discriminatory manner.
Mere possibility of abuse of power is insufficient ground to hold that a law

offends the fundamental right of equality.”

We cannot see how the proposed new Section 77A (1B) can be abused. We are not aware that
any such instance of abuse has been reported in the past. We are aware that when an
investigator has taken into custody a big quantity of Hemp Plants such stock consists of many
big bags, each of which is the size of a bag of 50 Kg of rice, which is generally seen transported
in stocks in lorries. We see no justification to compel transportation of such big quantities of
Hemp Plants to the Government Analyst when the same purpose can be achieved by sending
only a sample. Therefore, we reject the above argument advanced by the Petitioner.

Pr d i 1
The challenge posed by the leaned Counsel for the Petitioner in respect of the proposed new

Section 77A (1C) is the same argument which he advanced in respect of the proposed new
Section 77A (1B). For the reasons set out above, we have already decided to reject the said

5 SC SD No. 54- 61/2022 (at page 9).

6 SC SD No. 02- 05/1982.
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argument. Therefore, the same reasons must apply for the rejection of the argument advanced
by the Petitioner in respect of the proposed new Section 77A (1C) also.

The learned Counsel for the Petitioner has also specifically informed Court that the Petitioner
would not challenge the proposed new Section 77A (1D) in Clause 2 of Bill.” Le., the Petitioner
does not challenge the proposed new Section 77A (1D) which the Bill proposes to introduce to
the principal enactment.

The learned Counsel for the Petitioner has also specifically informed Court that the Petitioner
does not challenge the Clause 3 of Bill No. 79.8

Clause 4 of Bill No. 79:

The learned Counsel for the Petitioner submitted that the absence of clarity as regards the point
of time commencing the fifteen days period in the proposed new Section 77A (5). The learned
Senior Deputy Solicitor General, both in the course of her oral submissions as well as in the
written submissions has already undertaken to address the concerns of the Petitioner.
Accordingly, the learned Senior Deputy Solicitor General has undertaken to insert at the

Committee Stage the following amendments namely:

(a) of the proposed new Section 77A (5); and

(ii) to insert the phrase “from the date on which such report was handed over to the

suspect or his counsel_in terms of paragraph (a)’ at the end of limb (b) of that

section to substitute the phrase’ from such first calling date’ thereof.s

We are of the view that the above insertions will take away the absence of clarity in that part of
the proposed new Section 77A (5) and render it consistent with Article 12(1) of the

Constitution.

The learned Counsel for the Petitioner has also specifically informed Court that the Petitioner
does not challenge the proposed new Section 77A (5A) in Clause 4 of the Bill.10

Proposed Section 77A (5B):

The challenge posed by the leaned Counsel for the Petitioner in respect of the proposed new
Section 77A (5B) is based on the presence of the word “shall” in the main body of that
Section. It is his submission that the presence of the word “shall “thereof causes the Magistrate
to order the destruction of the seized items even where an issue has been raised in terms of

Section 77A (4) of the Act.
Section 77A (4) of the Act is as follows:

“where any person raises an issue in respect of the opinion of the
Government Analyst specified in the report referred to in subsection (3)inan
inquiry, trial or other proceeding, the burden of proving the fact that such

report is inaccurate shall lie on the person who raises such issue".

Thus, we observe that the issue one can raise in terms of Section 77A (4) of the Act is limited
to an issue in respect of the opinion of the Government Analyst specified in the report referred
to in Section 77A (3). The said report is also the report referred to in Section 77A (2) which is
the report prepared by the Government Analyst upon the examination of the seized items sent
to him. This report sets out the results of the examination by the Government Analyst. We
observe that it is open for any person to raise an issue in respect of the opinion of the
Government Analyst specified in the above report when the Magistrate fixes a date for the
orders to destroy the seized items. This is before making such an order to destroy the seized
items. According to the proposed new Section 77A (5)(b) the date for making the orders to

7 vide paragraph 1.2 of the Written Submissions filed by the Senior Deputy Solicitor General also.

8 Ibid.

¢ Paragraphs 9:17 and 9:18 of the Written Submissions filed by the Senior Deputy Solicitor General.

10 vide paragraph 1.2 of the Written Submissions filed by the Senior Deputy Solicitor General also.
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destroy the seized items is necessarily a date after handing over a copy of the Government
Analyst's report to the suspect or his counsel. Moreover, we also observe that where any such
issue has been raised, the Magistrate shall record the same and retain a sample of the seized
items before making the order on the Government Analyst to destroy such seized items. This is
in addition to the order, the Magistrate would anyway make on the Government Analyst to
preserve the evidence as specified in such order, including photographs, video recordings,
packages and seals in terms of the proposed new Section 77A (5B). We are of the view that the
safeguards described above adequately provide an opportunity for raising the issues in respect
of the opinion of the Government Analyst specified in his report before the Magistrate makes
the order to the destroy the seized items.

This Court in its Determination relating to the Twentieth Amendment to the Constitution Bill, 1!
observed by majority that "a decision on the inconsistency or consistency with a

Constitutional provision cannot be based on surmise and conjecture.’

In any case, as stated above, the Government Analyst is bound to preserve the evidence
specified in the order to be made by the Magistrate in terms of Section 77A (5B). Moreover, we
also observe that in terms of the proposed new Section 77A (5C) it is mandatory that the
Magistrate shall make the afore-said orders [orders under the proposed new Section 77A (5B)]
in the presence of the defence counsel or the suspect (if any). We therefore hold that there is
no merit in the argument advanced by the Petitioner that the presence of the word “shall” in
the main body of the proposed new Section 77A (5B) has prejudiced the rights of an accused

to a fair trial.
P ion 77A

The challenge posed by the leaned Counsel for the Petitioner in respect of the proposed new
Section 77A (5C) is the same argument which he advanced in respect of the proposed new
Section 77A (5B). For the reasons set out above, we have already decided to reject the said
argument. Therefore, the same reasons must apply for the rejection of the argument advanced
by the Petitioner in respect of the proposed new Section 77A (5C) also.

P i 7,

According to the proposed new Section 77A (SD) ‘the orders made under subsection 5B
shall be final and conclusive, and shall not be called in question in any court’. We
observe that a person aggrieved with such order is not without a remedy as it is open for such
person to file an application for a writ in an appropriate Court which has Jurisdiction to issue
such writ. We have already held that the proposed new Section 77A (5B) has not prejudiced
the right of an accused to a fair trial. Furthermore, the orders that the Magistrate would be
making in terms of the proposed new Section 77A (5B) would be the orders to destroy seized
items after taking all the precautions and safeguards. We have described them in detail before.
Therefore we see no merit in the argument advanced by the Petitioner in respect of the
proposed new Section 77A (5D).

The learned Counsel for the Petitioner has also specifically informed Court that the Petitioner
does not challenge the proposed new Section 77A (5E); the proposed new Section 77A (5F)
and the proposed new Section 77A (5G) in Clause 4 of Bill No. 79.12

Clause 5 of Bill No. 79:

The challenge posed by the learned Counsel for the Petitioner in respect of Clause 5 of the Bill
[i.e., the proposed amendment to Section 77A (6)] is the submission that the Parliament itself
must enact these rules by way of an Act of Parliament rather than leaving the rule making

power to the Minister in charge of the subject of justice.

However, we observe that as per the proposed amendment to Section 77A (6), the Minister in
charge of the subject of justice can prescribe regulations only with the concurrence of the
Judicial Service Commission. We are of the view that the subject matters such as specifications
relating to the photographs and video recordings; the quantity of the samples to be retained;
the mechanism of destruction of seized items are things that are subject to continuous changes.
These are the subjects in respect of which the Minister is empowered to prescribe regulations.

11.SCSD No. 1-39/2020.

12 vide paragraph 1.2 of the Written Submissions filed by the Senior Deputy Solicitor General also.
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Therefore, it is our view that it would not be practicable or advisable to have a set of fixed rules
by way of an Act of Parliament. Moreover, as the Judicial Service Commission comprises the
Chief justice, the next senior most Judge of the Supreme Court and the Senior most career
Judge, the condition attached to this rule making power of the Minister that such regulations
can be prescribed only with the concurrence of the Judicial Service Commission would operate
as a safeguard. Therefore, we are unable to agree with the submission that the Parliament itself

must enact these rules by way of an Act of Parliament.

The learned Counsel for the Petitioner has also specifically informed Court that the Petitioner
does not challenge Clause 6 and Clause 7 of Bill No. 79.13

Let us now address the issues raised with regard to Bill No. 80 (L. D. O. No. 11/2026).

BILL No. . 0. No. 11/202

Bill No. 80 consists of the following clauses:
¢ Clause 1 - Short title
¢ Clause 2 — Amendment of section 54A of Chapter 218
* Clause 3 — Amendment of section 54AA of the principal enactment
* Clause 4 — Amendment of section 83 of the principal enactment
* Clause 5 — Amendment to Third schedule to the principal enactment
* Clause 6 - Sinhala text to prevail in case of inconsistency
Out of the above clauses in Bill No. 80, the Petitioner has challenged its Clauses 2(1), 2(2),3,4

and 5.

lause 2 ill

Section 54A (1) of the PODD Ordinance as amended is the provision of law which has made
manufacturing of Heroin or Cocaine or Morphine or Opium, an offence punishable with a

sentence of death or life imprisonment. Methamphetamine is at present not in this list of
substances. One of the amendments Clause 2 of Bill No. 80 has proposed is to include
Methamphetamine in the list of items in Section 54A (1). This is to make the manufacturing of
Methamphetamine also an offence under Section 54A (1) of the PODD Ordinance.

It is the submission of the learned Counsel for the Petitioner that imposing a death sentence
amounts to ‘Torture’ and hence Clause 2 of Bill No. 80 is inconsistent with Article 11 of the

Constitution.

Amerasinghe J in the case of Mrs. W. M. K. De Silva Vs. Chairman of Cel ylon Fertilizer

Corporation,* defined Torture as follows:

“In my view Article 11 of the Constitution prohibits any act by which severe
pain or suffering (emphasis added), whether physical or mental is, without

lawful sanction in accordance with a_procedure established by law,*

intentionally inflicted on a person (whom I shall refer to as the ‘victim’) bya

public official acting in the discharge of his executive or administrative

duties or under colour of office!s for such purposes as obtaining from the

victim or a third person a confession or information, such information being
actually or supposedly required for official purposes, imposing a penalty
upon the victim for an offence or breach of a rule he or a third person has
committed or is suspected of having committed, or intimidating or coercing
the victim or a third person to do or refrain from doing something which the
official concerned believes the victim or the third person ought to do or

refrain from doing, as the case may be.’

13 vide paragraph 1.2 of the Written Submissions filed by the Senior Deputy Solicitor General also.

14 (1989) 2 SLR 393.
15 Emphasis added by me.

16 Emphasis added by me.
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In Herath Mudiyanselage Yohan Indika Herath Vs. Attorney General and six others,”

Shirani Tilakawardane J sated as follows:

“Article 11 of the Constitution states that:

“No person shall be subjected to torture cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.’

The Fundamental Rights provision is also supplemented by the Torture Act
No. 22 of 1994 which provides criminal sanctions for torture. This Court
wishes to draw from the said act, the definition of forture in order to
establish whether the alleged conduct of the Respondents and the injuries
reported by the Petitioner amounts to forture. Section 12 of the said act
defines torture in accordance with Article 1 of the Torture Convention as

follows:

“Torture, with its grammatical variations and cognate expressions, means
any act which causes severe pain, whether physical or mental, fo any other

person, being an act which is-

(a) Done for any of the following purposes:
I Obtaining from such person or a third person any information or
confession;
Il Punishing such other person for any act which he or a third person
has committed, or is suspected of having committed; or
.

(b) Done for any reason based on discrimination, and being in every case,

Intimidating or coercing such other person or a third person; or

an act, which is, done by, or at the instigation of, or with the consent or

acquiescence of, public officer or other person acting in an official

capacity’

Having set out the definition of Torture as in Article 1 of the Torture Convention, Shirani
Tilakawardane J went on to state that the said definition of torture has been supplemented by
the definition adopted by this Court in Mrs. W. M. K. De Silva’s case by Amarasinghe J.

Eva Wanasundera J in C}Lnﬁn@mwlmmkmpﬂmgq Vs. SI Salwatura
and eight others,!® also adopted the definition of Torture as defined in Section 12 of the
Torture Act No. 22 of 1994 to hold that the 1st to 5th Respondents in that case had violated the
fundamental rights guaranteed to the Petitioner in that case under Article 11 of the
Constitution.

All these authorities point to the fact that Torture in Article 11 is something which calls for penal
sanctions on the doer. The doer must have done the relevant acts of torture exercising
executive or administrative powers. Moreover, the doer must have committed such acts of
torture without lawful sanction and outside the procedure established by law. Further, the doer
must have done such act for one of the above-mentioned purposes. Then only such acts would
fall under the above definitions. Then only such acts would come under the purview of Article
11 of the Constitution.

Moreover, the presence of Article 13(4) which states that ‘no person shall be punished with
death or imprisonment except by order of a competent court, made in accordance with

procedure established by law. ..’ further clarifies this position.

The ‘death sentence’ is present in our law as a form of punishment. Courts even at present
impose death sentences on the accused upon conviction where it is mandated by law to so
impose. Appellate Courts including this Court, affirm such death sentences where they ought to
do so. This is mere implementation of the existing law by Courts. This is just a lawful sanction
in accordance with the procedure established by law. Therefore imposing death sentences by

17 SC FR 555/2009 SC Minutes on 18-02-2014.

18 SC FR 244/2010 SC Minutes on 30-05-2017.
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Courts in accordance with law cannot amount to ‘Torture’ under Article 11 of the Constitution.
We therefore reject the submission of the learned Counsel for the Petitioner that imposing a
death sentence amounts to ‘Torture’ and hence Clause 2 of Bill No. 80 is inconsistent with
Article 11 of the Constitution.

Clause 2(2) of Bill No. 80 has proposed to bring in a new limb to be numbered as (aa)
immediately after paragraph (a) of Section 54A (1). This is with a view to make the
manufacturing of any dangerous drug set out in Groups A, B, C, D and E in part 1 of the Third
Schedule other than Heroin, Cocaine, Morphine, Opium and Methamphetamine, an offence
punishable with a punishment lesser than a sentence of death or life imprisonment which
sentence has been specified for manufacturing Heroin, Cocaine, Morphine, Opium and
Methamphetamine. In our view, this is a normal provision of law which has been proposed to
cater to the present needs of the society. The learned Senior Deputy Solicitor General in the
course of her submissions, explained to us the ground situation with regard to the escalation of
the use and distribution of dangerous drugs in the country. Therefore, it is a necessary step that
the Government has to take with a view of protecting the society at large from the drug related
problems. It is the submission of the learned Counsel for the Petitioner that an application of a
mandatory sentencing band between 5 different drug groups does not allow Court to
meaningfully exercise its discretion when sentencing accused persons in relation to various

kinds of dangerous drugs.

In the Foreign Exchange Bill, 9 this Court held as follows:

“The Policy making power is left to the authorities in whom it is vested by law.
This Court has been reluctant to intervene in matters of policy unless such

policy is found to be manifestly unreasonable.’

In re the Nation Building Tax (Amendment) Bill, 20 this Court has adopted the observation of
Warrington LJ in Short v. Poole Corporation:2! "with the question whether a particular

policy is wise or foolish the Court is not concerned’

The question before us is not whether Parliament could have responded to the narcotics
problem differently, nor whether the Petitioner's preferred emphasis on quantifying the
punishment to be meted out to the convicted persons is more desirable as a matter of policy.
But the question before us is whether Clause 2(2) of Bill No. 80 is inconsistent with the
Constitution. Having regard to the above, We see no merit in the submission of the learned
Counsel for the Petitioner with regard to the Clause 2(2) of Bill No. 80.

laus: f Bill N

Section 54AA (1) of the PODD Ordinance as amended is the provision of law which has made
manufacturing Heroin or Cocaine or Morphine or Opium by any person (whether he is a citizen
of Sri Lanka or not), on the high seas, while on board a ship registered in Sri Lanka or a
stateless ship, an offence punishable with sentence of death or life imprisonment.
Methamphetamine is at present not in the above list of substances. The amendment the Clause
3 of Bill No. 80 has proposed is to include Methamphetamine in the list of items in Section 54A
(1). This is to make the manufacturing of Methamphetamine in the above circumstances also an
offence under Section 54AA (1) of the PODD Ordinance.

The learned Counsel for the Petitioner advanced the same argument as he did in his submission
with regard to the Proposed amendment to Section 54A (1)(a) (i.e., Clause 2(1) of Bill No. 80).
That is the argument that imposing a death sentence amounts to ‘Torture’ and hence the Clause
3 of Bill No. 80 is also inconsistent with Article 11 of the Constitution. For the reasons set out
above, we have already decided to reject the said argument. Therefore, the same reasons must
apply for the rejection of the argument advanced by the Petitioner in respect of the Clause 3 of
Bill No. 80 also.

19 SC SD 1-4/2017.

20 SC SD 34/2016.
21(1926) CH Division 60 at 91.
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Clause 4 of Bill No. 80:

The Clause 4 of Bill No. 80 proposes to amend the present Section 83 of the PODD Ordinance.
That is the provision of law which provides for the circumstances under which a person
suspected or accused of an offence under Sections 54 A, 54 AA and 54 B of the Ordinance can
be enlarged on bail. According to the present Section 83 of the Ordinance:

(1) Subject to the provisions of sections 84, 85 and subsection (2) of that section, a person
suspected or accused of an offence under sections 54 A, 54 AA and 54 B of the
Ordinance, shall not be released on bail by the High Court except in exceptional

circumstances.

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 84 and 85, a person suspected or accused of
an offence under Section 54 A (1), Section 54 AA (1), Section 54 AA (2), and Section
54B of the PODD Ordinance of which the pure quantity of the dangerous drug,
trafficked, imported, exported or possessed, is 10 grammes or above in terms of the
Government Analyst’s report and is punishable with death to life impressment, shall not
be released on bail except by the Court of Appeal in exceptional circumstances.

@

Clause 4 of Bill No. 80 proposes to repeal only the subsection (2) of Section 83 of the PODD
Ordinance and substitute it with the clause it has proposed. The primary effect of this proposed
amendment is to increase the 10 grammes mentioned in the present Section 83(2)(a) to 100
grammes. We observe that the effect of this is that more people in remand suspected or
accused of an offence under Section 54 A (1), Section 54 AA (1), Section 54 AA (2), and Section
54B of the PODD Ordinance would be able to file applications for bail in the respective High
Courts as the Bill would enhance the jurisdiction of High Courts to grant bail under the specified
circumstances. This must be welcome as a step to ease the congestion in the Prisons in the
country. We see no reason or basis as to how this Clause would be inconsistent with any

provision of the Constitution.
Clause 5 of Bill No. 80:

Clause 5 of Bill No. 80 proposes to amend Section 1 of Group B of Part 1 of the Third Schedule
of the PODD Ordinance as amended by Act No. 41 of 2022. At present, Cannabis stands in the
list as item No. 26. The primary change the Bill proposes to do is to add Cannabis sativa L as
item No. 26A and add any galenical preparation of Cannabis sativa L as item No. 26B to the
list immediately after item No. 26 thereof. There is no doubt that all three items Cannabis,
Cannabis sativa L and any galenical preparation of Cannabis sativa L fall under the
category of dangerous drugs. Therefore, we see no basis as to why the two items Cannabis
sativa L and any galenical preparation of Cannabis sativa L also should not fall under the
Third Schedule of the PODD Ordinance so that the existing provisions of law would be clearer to
all including the wrong doers. Further, this is the policy the Government has formulated after
many deliberations through a long consultative process as demonstrated by the learned Senior
Deputy Solicitor General.22 we have already adverted to above that the policy matters must best
be left to those who are entrusted with it unless such policy is found to be manifestly
unreasonable. We cannot see any unreasonableness in this policy and hence we cannot see
how this Clause would be inconsistent with any provision of the Constitution.

For the foregoing reasons, we determine that the Clauses in Bill No. 79 (L. D. O. No. 08/2026)
titled " Poisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs (Amendment)” can be passed by simple majority
of Parliament after making the following amendments (already undertaken by the learned
Senior Deputy Solicitor General) at the Committee Stage:

(i) insertion of the phrase ’where the suspect is present in court’at the beginning of

limb (a) of the proposed new Section 77A (5); and

(ii) ‘insertion of the phrase “from_the date on which such report was handed over to

the suspect or his counsel in terms of paragraph (a)’ at the end of limb (b) of that

section in place of the phrase’ from such first calling date’ .3

We also determine that the Clauses of Bill No. 80 (L. D. O. No. 11/2026) titled " Poisons, Opium
and Dangerous Drugs (Amendment)” are not inconsistent with any provision of the Constitution
and can be passed by simple majority of Parliament.

22 Paragraph 5 of the Written Submissions filed by the Senior Deputy Solicitor General.

23 Paragraphs 9:17 and 9:18 of the Written Submissions filed by the Senior Deputy Solicitor General.
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We place on record, our appreciation of the assistance given by the learned Counsel for the
Petitioner and the learned Senior Deputy Solicitor General who represented the Hon. Attorney-
General.

P. PADMAN SURASENA
CHIEF JUSTICE
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Navaratri Festival, organized by the Parliament of
Sri Lanka, will be held under the patronage of the Hon.
Speaker at the Parliament Complex on Tuesday, the 20™
October, 2026, from 7.45 a.m. to 9.00 a.m.
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grace this occasion with their presence.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I noted that. The Parliament Secretariat should also
note that please.

®0 (e0Dexs) soxt Qeadddr Swm

(orer Ll (sweugglui) 286 @swTouisenr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Gunawardana)

©01 Bowdss mDNNEDROB, BEEmID, BEEMID B
BB8moewud ©28 od.dd.en. “wdd Owmees’ @5
euted®s ©® BEwsIDs.

®6 Berdss mOznEmRO)

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda. - /Not in the Chamber.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 1 - 1194/2025 - (1), the Hon.

Sivagnanam Shritharan. - [Not in the Chamber.]

Question No. 2 - 1683/2025 - (1), the Hon. Imran
Maharoof.
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, I ask the Question.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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asked the Minister of Rural Development, Social
Security and Community Empowerment:

(@)
@

(i)
(iif)

(b)
@

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Will he inform this House the -

total number and the percentages of persons
with disabilities in Sri Lanka, separately on
the basis of each type of disability,
according to the 2024 Report of the
Department of Census and Statistics;

number of persons belonging to the labour
force, out of the said population; and

such number disaggregated by gender and
by type of disability, separately?

Will he also inform this House the -

number of people with disabilities currently
employed in the public and private sectors,
separately;

measures that have been taken to ensure the
effective implementation of the 3 per cent
quota in the Public Service, as proposed in
the Budget, 2026;

total number and
unemployed persons
separately; and

percentage  of
with disabilities,

measures that have been taken to secure
employment opportunities for unemployed
persons with disabilities in both the public
and private sectors?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Wasantha Piyathissa - Deputy Minister of Rural

Development,

Social ~ Security and  Community

Empowerment)

@O0 Bewd®s »Onemn®8, 9dw ©-08dm, ©w®s
S0WBen 99 Y BEICHBITE® 2 r1Bn® edNEDSY &
00 yEmIwd BERS A @cmds.



637

208Ee®5nd
[06; Dessdn BuBRedes ©wmo]
8 YBT® wewrl WOTm WmE@BE, 0® ug
BERTIOCO goed 0070 Cheom Boadsiexsy (a0) @)

SEBEEID W0 BDECID @¢dned®sIined 2024 dSsved
D085005Y0 408 Bws Om.

@ @O
2DYBIDD
308m Hedy o0 | ylocBsy
(1,0000)
1| esBe® 192,578 9
2| aB® 130,097 6
3 | 820 ovd 8 5B 447,969 22
4 | @2 2 0 B® ewvd 167,826 8
DB 0wy BIO
5 | »®ed d8eme 0@ 189,292 9
DOGD H&® WS OB
6 | acwe 9O WS VRO 112,798 5
7 | 0@ daews’ o= 727,293 35
G BB ydocBdsy
w@ume oxfems 1,967,853 gximd), o®
DO NI BDVBHRBT 00T G BwwiBsy
oBeEH.
(i)
300 Daewsy O
388m @wam;iﬁé@; ggog 15 e o8
@ ¢ glOCwsy 60100
G538 Danewsy BwBE 91,706
1 | dBwo Bgan 86,700
2 | dBwo Bgwim 5,006
(i)
200 Daewsy O
@ReH B8 ydoclsy
28538 BwomB0w @foig 15 5002500
e 50 O aoe )
@ | % | 0w | %
$88m Daews? @ |91,706( 62,021| 20.8| 29,685 7.4
1 |dBw Basds 86,700| 59,876| 96.5| 26,824(90.4
2 |dBwo Bgmm 5,006) 2,145 3.5 2,861 9.6

@ HOLOO DB emwn OB @R On®
C . OO BedmSes swBsY (D ars.

table g 0 B&.

638

oo, O3GReS, gdwed (o) () (i), (i)
@OBEOEO goed 28w dundes §®wm®
18 e300 Bodmo.

BedmSw 3002500
3R w8, Goes/ab) Goess 5,851

2o@ed dBDE Bon SBOHBIS

30D w8, ewedOEm® gored 80,849

ABDE BB SB5300HB

300l 08m, dBwdD Bon 86,700
(S>onsI8)

©0 OBIEROB, #Qe® 28 o® B8Eacd &es
Bedmow Beoamdo.

a®e® 1, 2 w» 008 ydmed BENSO aog
3B @Com OV swIdn* S0,

©0T O5IEROB, 000 ydmed 9B emOLOEOS e
B8EnT BedsTery. 5 e O B8Enedd 9B8 emdes

©G ot DesIm ¢ 8BS0 Ovmo
(orerfl@ HasH eusFbd B Feveu)
(The Hon. Sugath Wasantha de Silva)
©%c8, ©0 Bewdss ¢ @8neA.

®G Desr¥m BwBedes Dwmo
(orevryfl@ ughs Llwgleve)
(The Hon. Wasantha Piyathissa)

G)d‘(

Bowdes Onemn®B,

©G OGS iedsf

OO B0 BEReY 9B8 emde @ eswinm* S50,

88000850 On »A» ¢ 8EDeE 958 emides:
FUTLTL_GHs) eweudsasi 1 aflewr ullsr sTebdus Lis):
Rest of the Answer tabled:

(ii) 1.

8 Comn @D BOHO emBury wwd B8sY Coehs
sBEm, B W Y BEIW BICEH GLIISRD
odn o Mbeundsedn W Aedn (emyd®snns)
988t WO . dw "gohd wBn DI wewe
dBwo gDEn 8O wy Bumd dfdws ©Bwdwont
woBm B3O BEIE evg Mbendsedn v Bbeda"
2857 sed. (::§e® 3**)

& app, Cuss s8En, BE wwn WY BEI BIED
3OIBRB G WBD BB HBIO dBwo B
0®TTVewsY B yoBROES Bwwd 3 e
290 Boemws BBe® »HMYGOCEO widn »E Vid
B Boenwm @ nns; BEICD ¢ o5
OCH PR BB BENB DB GO B KoBm 6w
2025.12.20 8538 88w 0w@ m0 g». (19 er® 4**)

D Hedye
388 BHwmdm® ¢g osBO 2o 3820 ol u8 | Omw B 0RO vl |HSed B D@WOYR | acwe HOBIG
15 esp 30 (8 t 23O @DD»B e BB D@0® OO OO

8302500 % | e3022500 % e30300 % e30300 % e3500500 % €302500 %
258m Darewsy
BoBE 31,863 | 17.0 | 18,240 | 14.4 | 37,321 8.5 6,518 4.1 4,624 26| 9828 | 9.7
1 dBe Seio 30,041 | 94.3 | 17,459 | 95.7 | 35,127 | 94.1 6,004 92.1 4,011 86.7 | 9,206 | 93.7
2 dBw Bystm 1,822 | 5.7 781 | 43 2,194 5.9 514 7.9 613 13.3 622 | 63

* gefmmoeed 3 .
* BreD BlensViIS B0 eweudsLILIL (BaiTensy).
* Placed in the Library.



639

2026 @Fendas 09

3. 20260223 8 508 “ofm @wd, § Como ©od
BODO emdusy wnid B8sY 9e8urt wo @B Bbedn
BoodOm BEOO Omewmwd @ & g @®
@IV wWsY Ciess 88eiED), BEIS ww WY BSHDY
e g@omseeees 2026.03.10 B B8ewst ¢
20 C2. (¢ Ger® 5*F)
4. Bec® ¢@msee oFmOO0T W emdus’ wwo
BB5Y 0Om Gad) 8n BB BBIO dfiw wd®
0057 VewsY Bwwd 3 eIDD HwidOm me ¥r DO
e300 @8 wDbLm, @ Gdeen ww Y
068ICOIIDO g@msined eEm® 8853 2026.04.23
ey B BBw 085 ¢ BB &g momy 2. (e
6*%)
(iii)
20582 30 8» Fedyws
Beoomo Omm B8 »&ed
om® #52® 0RO @e;);’ d8emen el
2805 | euRe @8O owd o8 Iaa 0 0OYR | YOS
15 e ;@0 | TFC2° | S@0e m6 |96 0B
50 o BB B0
OB |202200| % [0308:500| % [e308500 Y% 10022500 Y% [e608:500)| % [esomison) %
k3]
5 “ 1,822)5.7) 781|143 2,194/5.9] 514{ 7.9 613|133 622/6.3
G

(iv) :

D 8 DEes Sfm @bSmwd  ¢iwm
DOORO, 08D 0wIEHBLT EBOIDO @ o) B
ooosied oK BAegwBe dame BBe®
@08y 2019 qw O ewldrn 8im® BoORSsS
D198 88250 DRBINDE DR BB BBNS BT
wews § SBm O oCmO® mbwice O8xsY Hwrd®m
WOD) Cod.

g ap® @l wdn Dewenwmn Bl
Gunmem oKded ©widy cCasiest O, &®
cued®B® unme 00n owdmmed Ogewsy
Bwwd 50 098 ewsnidadenw, @80 G8weE
15,000/- ¢e80wmd @Ot @ 24w ¢ o 8®
8¢ w0m Crod.

000 D@WOWD BV ¥OE O HwodOm BB
eewn 2026 aw Ow O8z @Edun O™ ¢ “gadd
@a8m BBy dBwnn BBe® LB D@eOwsY’
BoodOm B3O wewo 68eE Cwm» 500m» e
@05 WS g>.

2026 Dwed @100y mg 008 DRwOWD wlen diwd
2edH8y @l wBn DETDsY W G wdn
S5 656w dBwo gD R 8O0 @B e
ewdsmBsT werpn 0RO wews “Next Dream” 58y
Google Form &mas wesios & g, ©® Google Form o
085 dBw ged8n @R wdn Densied
@mICRO & GoNR BB BN dBwoen BIOD
OB 0 ewdEmBrIed emdnd di B Cred.

Yo dEmOn CID emonc; SO wme ®C,
0® 0w ©¢lned®rInd edn b 8O 8g WOy
Cled.

OB @00 &g BEWBHT 00n G 80 ww 98 ¢in
8emH® WOenm HPod®w v 2t 90085 e
ewldmBsY o dBfws gedS8n gl ©wdn
D5 @B »S dBwen BBe® BHwdBw
80T BWS e WOD) C@d.

B¢, dBw qedBn Gl wfn EIDEY wewo
euedoB® gomed dBw wwos G 2 YEw»
DOORDsT sessy LomIHo wHewdBme gwnHE -
JICA - %0 @@ 0D e¢wldned@sind &0 2021 -
2025 98wse ¢ g S Yo edneds’ dfiws
5DEAm®@ e DsoeaBw - Employment Support For
Persons With Disabilities, ESPD - ¢6®w w0 a1».

** gefmmced md ¢ m.
* BreD BleweviigBle) sweusbHLILIL. (BSITETS.
** Placed in the Library.

640

o OB, wO e ©¢lned®sInd W BBEIE W
dBcH® ©¢e08m00IHD 0w GSyE®rnd B wo
edBe 0085 edded Byn 5@ @edds BEWSY
0 @)D 8@y 6080 BEWBsY O8xT e®sTDm0
REeoene BBe® D@wOws - Linkage Creation
Programme - @8zY @® 0 80 805e¢onrm dBwon
0 g1,

* D¢, dBwo s DsoearBe - Employment Support
For Persons With Disabilities, ESPD - ¢oexf 0® o2
B0 dBwDsIB Bom O o) w8 JFOCBST W0
928032 dBwr gedH8m »etNn® v DatBw
$OESY D CPo 80D Bw m»eFton® wwwod
DS ‘B8 § o’ »sY D@evrs E08m yo
edBe oFm® el 1145 0500 arm.

* 000 wdICHBIDE® FwdEw HROFD W gD
8D De0D) We® a08&msT WS e BEBsT W
@030 308D BRWBHT ¢ Bowddmwe 87 dBm
0008 w@ITIBWmOemw wews dBwe  HOEID
Smmend - Employment Support Unit - e&8s =0

.

(@)  ape ened.

©C oy DesIm ¢ 8BS0 Ovmo

(wrerfl@ Has eusFbd B Feveu)

(The Hon. Sugath Wasantha de Silva)

©e® BnBB, ©o Bewdds ¢@imsneB. smHeEan
@0 3oNNECE D @¢edned@INed Dibmd vem® Drier’®
2D 67 evd T goe ®OeemB. e Qumém o
8% Bz @D D86 e¢m® aws Ol w8, aud
CBEDHD, BSHECEID ¥ BINNEEID ©¢dned®sined
OBmomersy A0 Bw ocww @ Bedm O. I
Batesy, @Hd ©u8n yloclsied wBbemm GBwn
Beamdr. 982 "esBO" Bws mdems om® Jeont @000
- levels - © €220 Bedmr. cuvBe® €BDvded ednEm®
GrBwn BedmIDr. 0® BBE® BomEH OTWBB EBNYE €I,
¢ Oded enfeemy e ¢8lcemO Yy eI
8O0, GND BB KO BOITVewsy yBRLA wy @
8Eedew 9l8ux wade.

@O0 Bewlss aLimsn®ensl ©® gusim OBE,
PNV O Bwe HBO® wEewey 0mn ORw
@ Femen ol OB DO VD eI RS
8650 BedmDog Bwo.

®G Desr¥m BwBedes Dwmo

(oressrfl@ sushs Nwglaven)

(The Hon. Wasantha Piyathissa)

©0T Bewdss mOmnemn®B, yomdn Bedmdl. §O
a0 GG ybwcrmy @0 WO, 80 ag Dodue
DO Om wimdd WO @@ DMEWIO FNBD
0EBmoenw BB 88 wmed mOE 5O aoe dnocdie Bns
BBO e YBm »OWD 6 ® WS Beamdo.

@G o Dessym ¢ BSDr Owmo

(oressTyfl@ s oushs & FAsveur)

(The Hon. Sugath Wasantha de Silva)

©0 Bewd®s g@msnd®B, & D8Bmdens 8¢m® mS onf
Bo@ BB B @08 Bwo ge DEeecIn D5,

B0 Bewdss mOsnemn®B, ®eod ecB and y@m@
e0ul. ged HBm ¥ CeDred yRsTE ymamne nEs,
OO BENJBBRDed ¢n D16 WD RNED GPNR BBD LD
dBwon BEO ©OITVewsY O& @dhm@ ©w D
RZO emoien. Bwwd n»m gREBEE HOB OB
YR B Hood. @@ Gl 8Bn Yd dBwien B



641 208Ee®5nd 642

[06 o=t Dessim ¢ 8BS0 @wvma]

& 8wwd nest quota O wG8OwE DO ey BB wewr AR
2@5150:08 @208 Dr1od Bw®8e aceen Beadmdie BweEe
09 ¢»osIm BB, 0®ime, dBwr S08DwDe B8R
@ Yl B Bedmd.

©® DD wBD YLD wDERMWO wm WOOBIHD,
RYed 80 @danm ¥ WOOTIDE VP dBwen
BBO Bwsy m0enw amsdas D50 8wwd nes’ quota =
88 ydocw, IO ks ©BEm  @@imsered
OmeEaw d5iesy 1988 gexl. & 88ae 881 dneEa Bns
WO Bedmd; IO Brlg adensy Bedmbdr. &,
g0 DdmD BE evemm of OB, dBw P o2
Bwwd 3m yBeFBe eG8ows D0 v @D DY BwD
Om. dodd @000 BRE, PV BB HLKOO wDEAMWO ownm
Be® Ddm B Bedvryds. demyd sPens’ dYsed
80 gdanm 980 WO O Be®, dBwdw ®Ic »OTed
28806 pw anfBe DEAmG O ©Bed® gdd a8
0O Bedm)Dr. 0® BEICD gahd ©wBm ykhd SwE 9d%
DO @B Blewo, & 9D WoBDewsY OO HXd §o
00D, @® Bwrwd 3w dBwr ed0D BI8deE DO &nf
DO VI g@immeRw 08 Ded DR B8Eedes
B Om ®OBTD) ©emd®¢ Bws) mcens O ¢ O5I®

©8nda.

®G DesxsIn BuBedes ®wmo

(wrewrfl@ sughg Llwgleavsv)

(The Hon. Wasantha Piyathissa)

©C Bewdes mOsNemnOB, ©®d ®EHn®r gmo D1¢osy
BB 0wl weg. O EBNIBBRE vuBwe gw Diewsy
8w 8Bwm 500 005 mer, ©® @wRD yHOO AR
o D 2O 0dMeds. & 0Omeds’ g8 OadBwe
@bendvedn HwwdEw aFBOS »O8sT wmd. ged 5O ne
OB @feadueda st 1lm Beamn. &
BsEG 11 nEg @NBD yHd eTOBDD e BB, i
»®, aoide @ Dacwsl yya o8, 5O swed YT
dBwon BBe® HwdBw 0D0dn »OE B do.

50 @®m»c® "Next Dream" Bws D800z ©Swe online
applications 88s ®OzIm HOOEY. B® BHYED® &IDED®
D88Sewnl, Bnomers, DOheE e O, &
application &z fill g0 ©ed 9® ORWOVE wSw ¢8
20O OO ¢l Em 0B WOE EBITOED GoRwn OB
W00 SenrFEsy dBwinn BEe® HwdEwmO wmd. &
Ded® & yeHd ad Bom DatBe yyey BIdIEDEO
e m»oommy Ruderw 8L »BsT gumdo.
9008 gernr sensy JICA dof wdw 468y m»o» G¢
ODBOVD WS OB BOE DO LGB0 Ed -
esedOE® gorwy 6O Wwievm - LavBe Yo
O0BOWsY WO, Sordvewsi® owldE Wedpnpw OB
Bedndey 9 dBwon BZe® HwdBEw eDwds »d
Bedmrdn. 8O0 q@mcd g8 BwE @@ Os WO
Bedmrydn, dsTed grumnmdEO dBwe e DD KB JE ¢8
D0 386 888 0® Bwwd newy eIDD & yKkdD
Ch @I B, ©C OSIFHOA, RAn® wewsy me 888,
o6 00 8Bwwd BweBs BuwdOm mwi. & wew g8
3500n gongws o5l 8B8Om. g8 Bddie OB,
Dw8sY Dwd @® eWIND HOECON DERDW O KBS g
y@me w®yden mIsTm J¥ww BRwWO @8 W E®IO®
80057 @08 Bwo.

GredBw 30505 ARed e®ewny® WOYD:
O OsY mIOw
UlrGse guUlallhss] sumiduilsst GFwmHumr(bhsei:
SHCUTEDSHW Blewsv

OPERATIONS OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT BANK: CURRENT
STATUS

2235/2026
6. 06 edDamvIe 4686 W
(revrfl@ Coeurarhg arafr)
(The Hon. Dewananda Suraweera)
9eE, ®OBOBILD 8 WESH 008D g IBHDIe®nsT
g1 gedma - (1):
(a) (1) 2008 gom 41 ¢ edBns DEXD Diom
s @oen HBn ped@Be Ddlm
NWED 00 DHBO 8OADY @D 830200 &
O @dE owded Byn ofdm 1D
0057 0057 DREwWsY EWBOEHE;
(i) WD 85 HwdoOm Wy I S8
D10} OB YRR CID OBELHHOOBY
83002500 @O T,

(il) ©® PWED wHBOSW WY GBS
AR B85Y § Como O Deed GHB®
W0ED Dfendsedn  ©dOudemews®
B Om w36 Bedc;

@53 OR®r @O 800 IO ewIC?

(@) (1) OO Fed sgry ©OVBE Fudom Om
edBws & Dwr 8O wewr IOYH
DOBTBIE;

(i) PrWed yoLdusy 400 =@ DR OO,
DEB@ wHIsBOSwed QO WICW BE s
02 @ WS eEdm cwuEd® afBoDs
@B 00 Dbmo B e WOy 8EACO
GOBIB @ WO Bed;

(i) ©® O»BO Ao @I 72w Tow e B3O B®o
0 Bedc;

(iv) oL mnd,d0 ouln wdede;
B S0 008 65000 ¢5IOsTesie?
(@) ovndels®,d ©nie?

Blgl, Sl e  wHmid

IwIFemrs CH L aflerT:

(@ ()

Qumrmerrasry  Liallmss)

2008yt yewrigesr 4loyp @evdas, LNrEsdw

FlLGFleTHL  Blmieuls
ul erer  Ur8sd  FhIUTHOT  euBISWITETSI,
sHCuTS)
eTETew d6mds LOHMILD YbBd Hlewemasarled &HL_swi
wrHmIb
Qeucu@oumras WTew e 6TEITLIEN S ULD;

(i)  o¥ss BDLYPPPULESS

NOE ) &([HSSL_L_BISETELPeVLD

LiwesTGl Limyih

FRIGUTHOT  6UBISF

O & revsT(Hsirer Flewenrgsaflsor

parflwiir gerflest sTevsTERT 6 %
QUBIEW 6V
LsVGeumy
QUL & enB I TEr T derf 1T
TEUTENSI1d6m 5 WIT ] 6TEITLIEHSW|LD;
(i) By euniluiler semevsui HMID LewfliLTeTT
FOLWTED, @)VBIens WHEHW  subisluilenienL_w
sLeT]  Emews  uflETL (HBeVEST  (LpELEHLD

wrsl UeTuHmLUILIL (HTETEsToN T 6T63TLISNS LD,

Ui @)dFFewLd@ Mlalliiuryr?



643

(o) () wrasmewT wL S0 QubiG @b sunisluls

Ulrriglw OISV BIHEW 61T cphausmn @
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&reVggled gomi 02 yerhaserrs 2arifluiiserflesr
ugall o wiesst @)L Bmissliul (Herersrs
Qeusfliirgluysiter  HHUVBET GHMSGID HeuesTLD
QFISSLILIL (HSTOTH T 6T6ITLIEN I WU|LD;

(iii) @erperally 72 eumidld Hewensafley FHL 6T
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(iv)  SeuuTDTUiledT, HBMHBTET SITERTHIGET WTEH6U
GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

Sjeui @)dFFemLid@ Smlalliimyr?

@) @Cne, seir?

asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic

Development:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

() the number of branches of the Regional
Development Bank established under the
Pradeshiya Sanwardana Bank Act, No. 41
of 2008 currently operating, and the number
of employees employed at those branches,
separately;

(i) the number of clients benefiting from the
various projects implemented by the Bank;
and

(i) whether the Chairman and the Board of
Directors of the said Bank have fully
implemented the Corporate Governance
guidelines of the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether action is being taken to close the
regional offices of the Bank operating at the
provincial level;

(i) whether consideration has been given to the
fact that there are approximately 400
vacancies in the Bank and that promotions
of employees have been withheld for
approximately two years during the tenure
of the current Chairman;

(iii)  whether the disbursement of loans has been
restricted at 72 branches of the Bank at
present; and

(iv) if so, the reasons for imposing such
restrictions?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Nishantha Jayaweera - Deputy Minister of
Economic Development)

@0 Bewd®s »mnemn®B, §ed, BHPud®sics w®

288m @050 gL DMEDsY @ 8 yEm®WO
B80S o ecmdn.

(2) (1) * ®0D0 6303500 - 271
® D% 30500 - 1,917

(i) © 2026.0831 &»0 e v gIFBCS
OO 3001500 403,7208.

* 2026.08.31 250 cmeens 0RO
e30an500 517,2288.

* 20260831 250 §& YBCEBsT w000
920,9488

(i) ©® @¥endsedn wOySemELT® BuwodOm
BB gdrvHe ©eadddce 3@ 83» and,
Bwoo®@s oy & 8D oy Suo® &g
BOT CAB.

() (@) o
G0 sOBD sgay 8w 87, BEmO
0 BT TR WS, O3 WES WV
425 DO wf BBERO Bwdmes.

(i) ©® DmemO - syde Swed 3008 o
OO - aehs edomdsy 200ecemm
D00 BeamD. & gm0 osesas) e300
303 B8O »OECOE 8B, SO a@Bn oD,
2026.06.30 250 Pomed auP» ©Ld®
o0 29158, 00  200e¢emn
DDy Beadmy B m0 303ccorrymed
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(i) o>».
(iv) aoog @00,
(@) @cg ened.

@06 Beadts mOrzEHROs

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©0T @dDsYe odd OB, and yd» Bedmrdo

5O gosIm.

©C @dDayvIe 686 Owmo

(orevsryfl g Capeurehg srar)

(The Hon. Dewananda Suraweera)

©20e® #ERABB, ©d Bewlss DO1NEDBROB. O

Boewdss $@B8n@easy #1800 0 a¢nd yds 531

@06 Beadss mOrzEHRO)

(wrevrfl@ Urdld FurbTwsi SjeuTger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 7 - 2290/2026 - (1), the Hon.

Aboobucker Athambawa.
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O 3IDE O Owmn (i) ©® BwEde BBg OQus ond edzw
(e fl@ SLLEST SHIDLITEUT) B eNEH ©0; eEded ewd 83m
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®©0 B w8 Buwmr (wHvS DEID (80) (1) ©® ®Bwoe v s OHAE DT BBO

Bewdss g@imsn®o) 6w DoSBD D WO e O end;

(L;"”“”L'““@, %)“”‘5‘ srdliian - sl Gpay ofialnss (i) ©® Bwe®d wedEEd 0O Mbuc 08 §
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(The Hon. Upali Samarasingha - Deputy Minister of Co- .
operative Development) 2382 DBD/DEBD B¢ mIrTesiC;

OO Bewi®s »Oisnemn®s, odge, D, &wad (ili) BeL®®, dw Bg OB gads OGS,
QOB 65 8BS 83.OENDY GRS EOWMEDLT &
00 yE»BO BENS A 8O wewn w8 ecmm e 90
835 0o.

(iv) @0® mbe eodmew  ©fm  mEwE
BN O BedC;

g @z EnmwE 988 BEOO Bewlw mom &
aflsormreney 1om GG SIS FLOFLINGSES Hi L eerufl_ LIt 1 g.
Question ordered to stand down.

®0 BewTss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 8 - 2291/2026 - (1), the Hon. Sunil

Rajapaksha.

o6 9B E Gsesfe Swmo
(omevsr L@ Fredfled rregLIgas)
(The Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha)
O Bewdes mOsnemROB, ® OO yadm e ewmd.

@0 (eedexs) »HEvTe BwBedes Ovmo

(wrerfle; (weuggwit) pafihs egwiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

OO Bewd®s »Oisnemdn®B, 188 ©ww ykh «Ine

80O ¢@1R eOMNEDST & VO yE»LO B8NS o
2O wewr Dwwm DICHH 9CE e 83D.

gadmas @ Emnm 988 B0 Hewlw mom .
aflaorreney 1omGDITG SIS FLOFLINGSES B L ewerufl_ LIt L g.
Question ordered to stand down.
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DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS OF SRI LANKA: DETAILS

2360/2026
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) G.D. Sooriyabandara)
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9, 6lwesfled, GhLig HIUIEHBIGET WITED6U
GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

GupLiy isusvsBIseflesT GClFweTHNIENHED W
VAL AININE Y A

bL_6)1G HEMHHEIT WIT66U GTGUTLJGU)'Q}IL,LD,

GumearereriiLi’ (Heirer

e @)FFewud@ pledliuimyr?
@) O

(i)

ySw @evBIendsd HTHIH & (pHEbemer ribLildes
Gouemdriguws  BTOHET  HEOLWITETID  SHTEWILI
LI (D)6ITET6IToUT 6T6ITLIEN S UJLD;

2, Cwesfled, YBBTOBEBLD BBMHEBTET & T6essTHBI
HEHLD WITENE 6TEITLIENSHU|LD;

Ui @)dFFemLid@ Gaib Mlafliiimyr?

B)ss1@msv, 76877

asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment and Tourism:

Will he inform this House -

(@

(b)

©

(d)

)

(ii)

(iif)

separately, the number of Sri Lankan
Embassies, High Commissions, Consulates
General and Consulates that have been
established in foreign countries at present,
and the respective functions and
responsibilities of the said offices;

whether there are any officers engaged in
honorary service in the said offices without
receiving any salary or other benefit; and

if so, the names of such officers?

Will he also inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

\J)
(vi)

the amount expended annually on the
maintenance of those offices and the staff;

whether an assessment is carried out
biannually/annually of the benefits derived
by Sri Lanka from those offices against the
said expenditure incurred;

if so, the manner in which it is carried out;

whether the offices with the poorest
performance have been identified;

if so, the names of such offices; and

the measures that have been taken to
improve the performance of them?

‘Will he further inform this House -

(i) whether the countries in which new Sri
Lankan diplomatic missions should be
established have been identified; and

(i) if so, the names of such countries and the
reasons therefor?

If not, why?
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@G @Oy eP¥PdsYe Bwmn (Bede »OGn 6w Sedw

dfwr Bewlus ¢@imusn®)

(wreryll@ mewr Capwdshdlrm - GCleuaflBrL L sieusvdsr

wHmib Ceusfpri® Cousneveuriitiyls Nrd) Hepodai)

(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra - Deputy Minister of Foreign

Affairs and Foreign Employment)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism, I
answer the Question.

(@)

(b)

@

(i)
(iif)
)

(ii)

(iif)

Sri  Lanka currently maintains 63
diplomatic missions overseas consisting of
35 Embassies, 13 High Commissions, 11
Consulates  General, two Permanent
Missions to the United Nations, one Deputy
High Commission and one Representative
Office.

These missions perform a wide range of
responsibilities apart from maintaining
bilateral and multilateral diplomatic
relations. They facilitate international
cooperation, promote Sri Lankan exports,
attract foreign investment, strengthen
tourism partnership and provide essential
consular assistance to our citizens. They
also play an important role in supporting
Sri Lankan communities abroad, including
migrant workers and addressing matters
affecting their welfare and protection.

Sir, today diplomacy cannot be limited to
political engagement alone; it must also
contribute to the country’s economic
development. Therefore, our diplomatic
network should be viewed not merely as an
administrative presence overseas, but also
as an important mechanism for promoting
Sri Lanka’s national interest internationally.

No.
Does not arise.

The total budget allocation for Sri Lanka’s
overseas diplomatic missions for the year
2026 under Expenditure Head 112 of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs is Rs.17.71
billion. The allocation supports the
functioning and maintenance of our
diplomatic network overseas. We recognize
that this represents a considerable
commitment to public resources.

Consequently, it is important that our
missions operate efficiently and that the
country obtains meaningful benefits from
their activities.

Yes. The Ministry conducts assessments of
the performance of our overseas missions.

Performance Reports are obtained from
each mission for the first, second and third
quarters of the year. Furthermore, in
accordance with Public Finance Circular
No. 02/2020, the Ministry’s Annual
Performance Report is submitted to
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©

(iv)

Y
(vi)
)

(i)

Parliament within 180 days of the
conclusion of the relevant financial year.
These reporting arrangements provide a
mechanism for reviewing the activities and
performance of our diplomatic missions.

According to the Ministry’s assessment, no
diplomatic mission has been identified as
having a poor performance. Nevertheless,
this does not remove the need for
continuous monitoring improvements and
institutional accountability.

Accordingly, does not arise.
Accordingly, does not arise.

Yes. The Ministry has identified three
locations for establishing or re-establishing
diplomatic missions. They are Chengdu in
China, Astana in Kazakhstan and Bern in
Switzerland. The rationale in considering
those locations includes economic

opportunities, bilateral diplomatic
engagements, trade and investment
potential, tourism and consular

requirements of Sri Lankan communities
overseas.

1. Chengdu - China.

* Chengdu is the Capital of Sichuan
Province and an  important,
economic, industrial, commercial
and transportation centre in Western
China.

* It provides access to rapidly
developing  regional  markets,
creating  opportunities for  Sri
Lankan products such as tea, gems,
coconut-based  products,  spices,
handicrafts and other exports.

* The Consulate General was
temporarily closed on 30™ June,
2016, and the Cabinet Approval for
its reopening was granted on 01* of
December, 2025.

2. Astana - Kazakhstan

e Kazakhstan is an  important
economy in Central Asia with
significant natural resources and
growing opportunities in trade,
investment and tourism.

* Sri Lanka and Kazakhstan
established diplomatic relations in
1992, and  cooperation  has
developed in several sectors,
including aviation and tourism.

* An Embassy in Astana would
provide a more direct institutional
mechanism for strengthening these
bilateral relationships.

* C(Cabinet Approval for the
establishment of an Embassy in
Astana was granted in January,
2024.

3. Bern - Switzerland.

* Sri Lanka and Switzerland have

maintained  diplomatic  relations
since 1956.

* Currently, Sri Lanka’s diplomatic
representation in Switzerland is
based in Geneva with a primary
focus on multilateral and United
Nations-related affairs.

* However, our bilateral relationship
with Switzerland covers several
important areas, including economic
cooperation,  migration, labour
matters and consular services.

* Switzerland is also home to a
substantial Sri Lankan community
estimated at between 42,000 and
60,000 people. That creates a
significant requirement for
accessible consular assistance and
effective engagement with the
Swiss authorities.

*  The establishment of an Embassy in
Bern would strengthen a direct
bilateral diplomatic representation
and help address the needs of Sri
Lankan nationals residing in
Switzerland.

e It would also create further
opportunities to develop
cooperation in trade, investment and
other areas of mutual interest.

(d) As the relevant countries have already been
identified, does not arise.

Thank you, Sir.

@06 Beadts mOrzEHROs

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Major General (Rtd.) G.D. Sooriyabandara, if
you have a Supplementary Question, you may pose it
now.

@0 0@u8l o¥mhEF (B8wd®m) 8.8. ©u8wsdedtdos

[O51ak)

(oresryflg  Gugar  Ggergsd  (puiey@upp)  oF.ug.

@MwLieT_mr)

(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) G.D. Sooriyabandara)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I thank the Hon. Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Employment for
giving a comprehensive Answer to the Question I raised.
We all know that, today, we are living in a globalized
world, and it is mandatory to have friendly relations with
all the countries in the world.
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Sir, in that context, diplomats have a key role to play,
and one of their key responsibilities is, promoting and
protecting national interests. When it comes to national
interests, it has a wider or broader meaning. So, they need
to look into the national requirements of the country they
represent while safeguarding national security, people's
sovereignty and so on. So, Sir, I want to know whether
diplomatic officers and administrative staff have KPIs -
Key Performance Indicators - in line with the
Government's policies, focusing on goals related to
economy, tourism and diplomacy. That is my first
Supplementary Question.

O g6157 eFRDSTE Owmo

(orenTll@ o HevsT GaniwsFbglrm)

(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, first of all, I would like to thank
the Hon. Member for raising such a very important
Question. Indeed, especially under this administration, we
have carried out a number of programmes. Since this
Question has been raised as a Supplementary Question, I
do not have much statistical information to give with all
the details right now. However, with the details I already
have, I am pretty sure that I will be able to answer the
Question.

As per the reports we have received up to the end of
September, 2026, 49 Sri Lankan overseas Missions and
Posts have made approximately 400 economic diplomacy
activity entries. Those include 177 trade promotion and
related entries, 77 promotion entries, 32 high-level
economic engagement entries and 114 other economic
diplomacy entries. We can categorize those into three
different sectors as events that are fully funded by our
Ministry, self-funded events, especially those funded by
sponsors with the support of other relevant institutions
based in those countries and which are not directly linked
to the Ministry or the Government, and events conducted
with the support of other line agencies. For example, we,
as the Ministry, in cooperation with the Ministry of
Industry and Entrepreneurship Development, are
promoting the Expo Exhibition. At the beginning of next
year, we are going to hold Sri Lanka Expo Exhibition. In
that, all our embassies, High Commissions, Consulates
General and other Missions are involved and they are
promoting those events. So, that is something really
important.

Then, when it comes to Ministry funding, for 2026, 13
Ministry-funded programme proposals have been
identified, with approximately Rs. 14.32 million in
proposed  allocations. So, we have allocated
approximately Rs. 15 million from the Ministry budget to
enhance these economic diplomacy-related programmes.
We understand the importance of economic diplomacy-
related programmes and have prioritized them under our
governance. We hope those would definitely bring about
very substantial outcomes. Of course, 2025 had been an
extraordinary year for Sri Lankan exports, and the foreign
missions definitely contributed in a very important
manner to that growth.

@S Bewdus mO51emR )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Major General (Rtd.) G.D. Sooriyabandara, in
case you have a second Supplementary Question, you
may proceed now.
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(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra)
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988u WO IWO goe WO OB ©wewr @
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6 Beradss HOzEDO)
(orewsryLllg Ly dld suTBTLST SyauiTssr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Second round.

Question No. 01 - 1194/2025 - (1), the Hon.
Sivagnanam Shritharan.

@6 BOewam»® Gnost Owmo

(wresstyfl @ Heugpmrestid FAnfgyedr)

(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena - Deputy Minister of

Transport and Highways)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, Questions under Standing Order 27(2) to be
moved by the Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The second Question under Standing Order No. 27(2),
the Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya, Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education to reply to the Question asked by the Hon.
Dilip Wedaarachchi, under Questions Posed to the Hon.
Prime Minister on 09.09.2026.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you may have a short clarification.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member only a short clarification is allowed. So,
please be brief.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you are not allowed to ask a second
question. Anyway, you may seek a clarification, if the
Hon. Prime Minister is willing to take that on.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, please be brief with your explanation.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next Ministerial Statement, the Hon. K. D. Lal
Kantha, Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land and
Irrigation.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next Ministerial Statement, the Hon. (Prof.) A. H. M.
H. Abayarathna, Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government in reply to the
Question under Standing Order No. 27(2) raised by the
Hon. K. Kader Masthan on 25™ September, 2026.
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Badulla Chief Internal Auditor 1 Book Binder 1
Monaragala Additional District Secretary 1 Office Employee Service 4
Management Service Officer 1 Polonnaruwa | Additional District Registrar 3
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Management Service Officer 7 323Y000B, @BEEBTIBICD, VEEE B8 @ IBGIHE
Polonnaruwa | Additional District Secretary 1 w5 GBSO ESHW 0 F® @BWEOC, Groghn
Director Planning I eC®® 8WEDE wy» ed8EPE  “HGHE
Management Service Officer I ©¢28mne®5Ined ®BWCOE 808D B8 wabw
OHOE BENC 01090 & er® 04 88T ¢ied.

edBs oF®® ®WEDE OB ww e
g0Se08) BEAE 050090 41§en® 02 887 ¢ ao.

#Gem® 04

Excess Cadre Details

e S en@ 9107 O wwnn™ HSS.

@08EP0E BHHE ©dned®sined ®BWICDE
sDB 8e VE yoswl) BEAc ©mond
HYeR® 03 @83 qza”@@.

Existing Cadre Vacancies of Registrar General’s Department

& &e® 03

District Designation Number of Vacancies
Trincomalee | Additional District Registrar 8
Development Officer 3
Office Employee Service 3
Mannar Additional District Registrar 4
Development Officer 10
Management Service Officer 4
Book Binder 1
Office Employee Service 2
Puttalam Additional District Registrar 5
Anuradhapura | Additional District Registrar 11
Management Service Officer 1

* getmmeed D .

* BiTeD BlensVIS SN0 6061 BLILIL (HleiTe ).

* Placed in the Library.

District Designation (Excess) District Divisional | Registrar General’s
Secretariat | Secretariats Department
Jaffna Development Officer 80 788 34
Trincomalee Development Officer 9 81 -
Management Service 2 - =
Officer
Mannar Development Officer 31 19 -
Puttalam Development Ofticer 6 - -
Anuradhapura | Development Officer 30 78 -
Translator (Sinhala/ - 2 -
English)
Batticaloa Development Officer 88 824 -
Vavuniya Development Officer 2 43 -
Ampara Development Officer 13 549 -
) Management Service 1 - -
Officer
Watcher - 3
Badulla Development Officer 29 221
Monaragala Development Officer 20 58
Kilinochchi Development Officer 74 -
Mulathivu Development Officer 29 -
Polonnaruwa Development Officer 5 -
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, seek your clarification, please.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Public Business.

Private Members' Motions

The first Private Members' Motion, P. 108/2026, to be
moved by the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. You have five
minutes to move the Motion.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Are you going to table that document, Hon. Member?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Yes, I table* it, Sir. Thank you.
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®6; Bendss HOr1zNEHD)

(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, you have exhausted your
time, but you would get more time at the end of this
Motion.

@G (80028 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo
(oressrfl@ (HVTHIF) aniag & Hsvsur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Okay, Sir. That is fine.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Sajith Premadasa to second the Private
Members' Motion moved by the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de
Silva. You get five minutes.

[&3.20. 11.06]
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Question proposed.

6 Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Aruna Panagoda. You have seven
minutes to speak on this Private Members’ Motion moved
by the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva.

[e3.00. 11.14]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha. You have six
minutes to speak on the Motion before the House.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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COMMISSION OF INQUIRY TO SEEK THE TRUTH
ABOUT THE ETHNIC VIOLENCE THAT
OCCURRED DURING THE "BLACK JULY" OF 1983,
TO ASSESS THE DAMAGES AND TO MAKE

RECOMMENDATIONS TO PREVENT THE
RECURRENCE OF SUCH ETHNIC VIOLENCE
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Madam, accountability should not be limited to
finding out the truth. Accountability should include a
judicial mechanism. Without justice delivered, there is no
accountability. The Motion also mentions very explicitly
that there should be a mechanism to ensure that a
situation like this never happens in Sri Lanka again. And,
that could only be ensured through a new Constitution
which would have safeguards guaranteed for all
communities.
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Question proposed.
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Madam, I rise to a point of Order.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.33 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 20th October, 2026.
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NATIONAL TRADITIONAL MEDICINE POLICY OF SRI LANKA
2024-2034: PRESERVATION OF TRADITIONAL MEDICAL
KNOWLEDGE
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oPlafliiuryr?

(@) @STCmev, ereir?

asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware of "The National
Traditional Medicine Policy of Sri Lanka
2024-2034" published by the Department
of Ayurveda in 2024;

(i) whether the "Intellectual Property" Rights
of indigenous people and traditional
communities are accepted in relation to
strengthening  and  preserving  the
"traditional medical knowledge" and
practices of traditional medical practitioners
who are not registered as professionals with
the Government of Sri Lanka, as stated in
the aforesaid policy; and

(iii)  the measures that have been taken thus far
to ensure the protection of the aforesaid
rights?

(b)  Will he also inform this House whether he accepts
that the "Intellectual Property" Rights of such

traditional communities are protected under the
existing Act?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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LIL_(hsiTement.
(=) Bsvewev.
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(@

Qerggiflenwsst SHGUTGIsTOr FL L dFledTeLpsvid
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Wley BT TLITEST
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uLeflvemwev.  umroufw
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FOr I NSSOIUL (HsiTemest.

BleW TS EH TS 6L GuirseneaTH 6T

(i) Yes.

At the Cabinet Meeting held on
15.07.2024, the Sri Lanka National
Traditional Medicine Policy was approved

under Cabinet Memorandum  No.
&®es/24/1290/604/142.
(i) Yes.

The Policy provides for the preservation,
promotion and updating of the knowledge
of Government registered medical officers
of indigenous medicine and traditional
medical practices.

The Policy also recognizes the knowledge
of hereditary practitioners of traditional
medicine who are not registered with the
Government as well as the intellectual
property rights of indigenous people and
traditional communities.

(iif) In order to protect such rights, actions are
currently being taken to identify traditional

medical lineages and preserve such
lineages as well as to preserve the
knowledge  recorded in  palm-leaf

manuscripts. The need to establish a
museum for the preservation of traditional
knowledge has been identified and initial
steps towards establishing such a museum
have been commenced at the Bandaranaike
Memorial Ayurvedic Research Institute.
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(b)
©

No.

The existing Act does not contain provisions for
the protection of the intellectual property rights of
such traditional communities. As there is no policy
in place for the protection of intellectual property
relating to traditional knowledge at present, the
Department of Ayurveda has submitted proposals
to the National Intellectual Property Office - NIPO
- to take necessary measures in this regard.
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asked the Minister of Justice and National Integration:

(@)

Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of High Courts currently
functioning in Sri Lanka;

(i) whether he is aware that the maximum
number of High Court Judges who may
serve in Sri Lanka was increased from 75
to 110 under the Judicature (Amendment)
Act, No. 26 0of 2017;

the number of High Court Judges currently
serving in Sri Lanka as at 01.08.2026;

(ii)
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(iv)

V)
(vi)
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whether steps will be taken to increase the
number of High Courts in the future;

if so, the proposed number thereof; and

the places where the High Courts are to be
established?

(b)  Will he also inform this House the -

(1)
(i)
(iii)
(iv)

number of Civil Appellate High Courts
currently exist;

number of High Court Judges assigned to
the aforesaid Civil Appellate High Courts;

number of Commercial High Courts
existing in Sri Lanka; and

number of High Court Judges assigned to
the aforesaid Commercial High Courts?

(c)  Will he further inform this House of the reason for
not filling the approved cadre of 110 High Court
Judges as at 01.08.2026?

(d) Ifnot, why?

oG BB w8ven 5350BWHNC O (¢8HCen 6w
BB S0 &5 ®0)

(orerylle FlLSsrenil apiaser BrevrmTwssETr - B
LwHmid CHAw @mewLILTL (B Se»LodFFi)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -
Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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QU (HEeTD6DT.
Gasiral 11T ).
(1) There are 48 High Court courtrooms
hearing criminal cases across 34 High Court
Zones.
. Number of | Number of
High Court Courts Courtrooms
Chief Appellate 22 23
High Courts
Commercial 01 05
High Courts
Permanent 02 02
Trial-at-Bar
High Courts
Permanent Trial 02 02
-at-Bar High
Courts
Provincial High 34 48
Courts
Total 61 80

(if)
(iif)
@v)

V)

(vi)

802

Yes.
93.
Yes.

The final decision regarding the specific
increase in the number of High Courts rests
with the Independent Judicial Service
Commission. Based on the case backlogs in
the courts and aligned with the
infrastructure  development plan, the
Ministry of Justice and National Integration
proposes an addition of 12 High Courts.
Furthermore, based on ongoing
investigations, the Hon. Chief Justice will
appoint several more permanent trial-at-bar
courts.

The increase in the number of High Courts
is carried out by the Independent Judicial
Service Commission, which handles
judicial administration. The Ministry of
Justice and National Integration is
responsible for providing infrastructure
and other facilities to the courts.
Furthermore, proposals for expanding the
courts are submitted for the approval of the
Judicial ~ Service Commission  after
analysing study reports, contemporary
needs and existing data related to the
judicial sector.

A committee, headed by Hon. Supreme
Court Judge, Mr. Mahinda
Samayawardhena and appointed in 2021 to
consider increasing the number of courts,
recommended the establishment of 16
additional High Courts. This is a report
consisting of 615 pages and the locations
identified therein for the establishment of
High Courts are as follows:

1. Negombo Additional High Court

2. Kurunegala Additional High Court
3. Mahawa New High Court
4

Additional Civil Appellate High Court
- Colombo - established

Civil Appellate High Court - Panadura
- Not recommended by the Judicial
Service Commission

Kalutara Additional High Court
Chilaw Civil Appellate High Court
Kandy Commercial High Court
Matale Civil Appellate High Court

10. Nuwara Eliya Civil Appellate High
Court

11.  Polonnaruwa Additional High Court
12. Badulla Additional High Court

13.  Mahiyanganaya New High Court

14. Kilinochchi High Court (Established)
15.  Galle Additional High Court

16. Matara Additional High Court

In addition, the Ministry of Justice and
National Integration submitted a plan for

hd

O 0 N
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increasing the number of courts and a plan
for improving the infrastructure required for
that purpose on 12.02.2021, and Cabinet
approval was granted on 01.03.2021.
Details are given in Annexes 01* to 06*.
(Refer Annexes 1 to 6 in Sinhala.)

However, due to the economic crisis
experienced in the country, infrastructure
provision projects were delayed. Our
Government has provided the funds
required to implement these projects and is
also taking steps to resolve contractual and
administrative issues. Nevertheless, the
shortage of engineering and technical
officers has become a major challenge in
this regard. Accordingly, our Government is
commencing these projects systematically
and 14 new construction projects are
scheduled to commence in 2027. However,
as the provision of infrastructure requires a
certain period of time, the number of High
Courts hearing criminal cases in Colombo
was increased from eight to 11 by using
alternative arrangements. Three courts were
allocated for the expeditious disposal of
bribery cases. In addition, permanent trial-at
-bar courts and two regular trial-at-bar
courts were established. An additional Civil
Appellate High Court and a Commercial
High Court have also been established.

Furthermore, plans are underway to provide
necessary infrastructure to establish High
Courts in rented buildings on an urgent
basis in locations with heavy case backlogs.
Priority, under this plan, has been assigned
to the following High Courts:

. Number of
Propcosed High Pending
ourt C
ases

01 Negombo 1,414
02 Galle 1,678
03 Kurunegala 1,819
04 Matara 1,372
05 Kalutara 1,078
06 Kandy - 2,026

currently has

two courtrooms
07 Homagama 963
08 Gampaha - 1,560

currently has

two courtrooms
09 Kegalle 893
10 Avissawella 730
11 Balapitiya 732
12 Jaffna 739

* getmmged D .

* BieD BlensVIS B0 6061 HLILIL (HleiTeNS).

* Placed in the Library.

(b)

©
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The above proposal for the establishment of
High Courts is to be submitted to the
Judicial ~ Service Commission  after
arrangements for providing the necessary
infrastructure have been finalized.

G 23.
(i) 33.
(iii) 05.
(iv) 05.

As informed by the Judicial Service Commission,
due to the insufficient number of judicial officers
in the lower courts, it had not been possible to
promote judicial officers serving in those lower
courts as High Court Judges. On 01.07.2026, 33
new judicial officers were recruited and they are
currently undergoing training at the Sri Lanka
Judges’ Institute. Upon completion of the
compulsory training programme, the newly
recruited judicial officers will be assigned to
courts. At present, the existing infrastructure is
inadequate and there is also a severe shortage of
human resources. Approval has now been
obtained from the Ministry of Finance, Planning
and Economic Development for the financial
provisions required to fill the existing vacancies.
Accordingly, the necessary examinations and
interviews are currently being conducted, and
required steps are being taken to recruit the
necessary staff while providing the required
infrastructure.

Does not arise.
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asked the Minister of Environment:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the Ministry has information
regarding the coastal areas and villages that
have been/are being subjected to coastal
erosion in the Mannar and Mullaitivu
Districts; and

(it)  if so, the areas, the number of families and
individuals, the number of fishing families
and the houses, that have been affected, as
well as the damage caused to public
infrastructure including lands and fishing
harbours in each of the aforesaid districts,
separately, with a breakdown by Divisional
Secretary's Divisions and Grama Niladhari
Divisions?

(b)  Will he state whether -

(i) the areas that are highly susceptible to
future coastal erosion in the above districts
have been scientifically identified,

(i) coastal protection walls have been
constructed and coastal conservation,
natural protection or other projects have
been implemented to prevent erosion in the
aforesaid areas; and

(iii)  officials or coordinating committees have
been appointed to provide prompt solutions
to the complaints made by affected people?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

©0 (e00exs) ¢®8m 8O E Owm (8886 §g@Imun )
(wreryfl@ (sweuggwi)  gofls ul L Qubg - &HDTL 6L
O|EDLOEFSFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of
Environment)
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Measures have been taken to control
coastal erosion and develop a boat
anchorage for fishermen along the
Vankalai coastline in the Mannar District
by constructing a series of T-groins. This
construction project was completed in
August, 2026; funding was provided by
the “Managing Together” Project
implemented under the Ministry of
Environment while the project itself was
executed by the Department of Coast
Conservation and Coastal Resource
Management and the Mannar District
Secretariat.

Designs and estimates are currently
being prepared for the construction of
coastal protection structures to address
the coastal erosion occurring in the
Kokkilai village area of the Mullaitivu
District. Pending the implementation of
these long-term solutions, an emergency
coastal protection project utilizing
"jumbo bags" is scheduled to be carried
out in October, 2026 as an interim
measure.
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Yes.

While the Department of Coast
Conservation and Coastal Resource
Management under the Ministry of
Environment has not appointed a specific
committee for this purpose, the following
measures have been taken:

- In addition to the aforementioned coastal
erosion sites, studies are being
conducted to  undertake coastal
protection works in the Muttarippurai
and Mootrampitti areas of the Mannar
District following the "Ditwah" cyclonic
conditions.

Furthermore, relatively low-risk coastal
erosion conditions have been reported
n the Silavathurai, Pesalai,
Erukkalampiddy and Nanattan areas.
Field inspections are currently underway
to determine appropriate technical
solutions for those locations, such as the
construction of coastal protection
structures or the planting of mangroves.

Not relevant.
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