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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH]
in the Chair.

Bedem
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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PROTECTION OF THE STATE FROM TERRORISM BILL:
PETITION TO THE SUPREME COURT

G Bendss HSOI1BNEHD)

(oreryllg Nrdd surbrwsi Sjsuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to inform Parliament that Hon. Speaker has
received a copy of another petition filed at the Supreme
Court in terms of the Article 121(1) of the Constitution in
respect of the Bill titled “Protection of the State from
Terrorism” on 07" October, 2026 in addition to the
receipt of the petition mentioned in the Announcement
dated 07" October, 2026.
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LEGISLATIVE STANDING COMMITTEE: ADDITIONAL
MEMBERS

®6 Beradss HAOznEmR )

(oreryllg Nrdd FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

In terms of Standing Order No. 113(2) of Parliament,
the Hon. Speaker has nominated the following Co-opted
Members to serve in the Legislative Standing Committee
for the consideration of the “Tredzo Development
Foundation (Incorporation)” Bill :

The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna
The Hon. Rohana Bandara

400

The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika

The Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara
The Hon. Amila Prasad

The Hon. Danushka Ranganath

The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe

The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney at
Law

B® 388D 3wBred DI&mD

SEWTEHSTIIUTOTT Y HLSullesrdH 9 Mlsens
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

@0 Berdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg UWrgdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

On behalf of the Hon. Speaker, I present the First
Installment - Parts IV and V , Fourth Installment - Part III
and Fifth Installment - Parts III and IV of the Report of
the Auditor-General for the Financial Year 2025, in terms
of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

©G IOE ofrnem Ovm (YDrwm, PW@be w©wwH
208® ©8.080® gt  ®ww B8EedsIned
838050 B R O)

(oressryflg  LMwed rgprwss - GursGaursg, CBHEH
FreweVHsT  LOMID  Bsr  YLaillhSs I eWFF(HLD
LTI TEBLOSTDE FenLI (PFeVeu (HLD)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, [ move,

"That the Report be printed".

g 88z &Y, wwo 0@z Ses.
aflsorr MBS HBLILIL B eTHMYS Gl T LILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

98208 Geehes wE il Bowlw o 8.
Y IewTs YFFU L1 & HL1_sweruili i1 g
Ordered that the Report be printed.
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®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(oresrflg Wrdd surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

On behalf of the Hon. Speaker, I present the Special
Audit Report on the Electric Vehicle Usage, Post-Usage
Management and Environmental Impact Assessment in
Sri Lanka in the Eighth Installment of the Report of the
Auditor-General, in terms of Article 154(6) of the
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
Sir, I move,

"That the Report be printed".

G E®esz 8, et e3®8» Ses.
afleorir @RS HLILIL (B sTHmIsCIETeTeTLILIL LG
Question put, and agreed to.

2982900 GeBas DE Gl Bewlw mom G&.
Ylsems YIAL_ L1 & F11_eweruil_ i1 gy.

Ordered that the Report be printed.

88 eE2218w 88w x578®
FTUUESSLUL L LGS TBIsG6T
PAPERS PRESENTED

Order made by the Minister of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development under Section 10A of the Customs
Ordinance (Chapter 235), as amended by the Act, No. 83 of 1988
and published in Gazette Extraordinary No. 2501/88 of 14™ August
2026. - [The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya]

e300 O HFw gnwl Bewlo o 8.
FUTLTL_SE60 3555 st 1_swemuili_ i’ 1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

O BOE S¥BNGEH Dvmo

(oressrLyfl@ LNo6) réHmTwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present the Annual Performance
Report of the Office of the Leader of the Opposition of
Parliament for the year 2025.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil
Protection.

gadmas S8z @EY, et O8» Se.
fleorir Bl HLILIL (B) THms CIBTeTemLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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wHmIb CSTPOBIL LI HEDLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Chrishantha Abeysena - Minister of

Science and Technology)

©0 Bewdess mmemn®28, 2025 d&sw wews 8¢ v
DoSeen 3@isened Di88m e @D Dolmd ©®
988u ®S8.

e0® DmD B, maeens ®w HEOE 68 O»W
8EAC @-Bm ¢l T eh m10m ©w1d 0dn 0w »E ¥Yn Wil
®® ewdszn ®SS.

g S@eszn &Y, estwr e3®@z Ses.
aflsorr @Gl HLILIL (B) eTmmIs GClsmeramLiLIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.
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PETITIONS

@S Bewdus D51 D )
(oresryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan - /Not in the
Chamber.]

©C BeOnB ymslg Swmo

(revrLfl@ evGLLiesf] LT Thg!)

(The Hon. Stepni Fernando)

o0 Bowdds DDA, HaE, »PYOT»,
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(The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

YEHORO D8 BEHS

QeI E1hd & euUTIUICLHeD allewL 6T
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

®S Bewdsns OD50EmR )

(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 1 - 787/2025 - (1), the Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda
Heshan Jayawardhana - /Not in the Chamber.]

Question No.2 - 911/2025 - (1), the Hon. Mujibur
Rahuman - /Not in the Chamber.]

Question No.3 - 1040/2025 - (1), the Hon. (Mrs.)
Rohini Kumari Wijerathna - /Not in the Chamber.]
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ECOLOGICAL, HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL ATTRACTIONS
OF NORTHERN PROVINCE: PROMOTION

1078/2025
4. o6 80T ewWOBIEER Owm
(wrewrflg mefausit QgwssbIlrepisdl)
(The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy)
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(iii)

(v)
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WHMID HHMIOT HewwFFenyd CsL_ L ailssrm:

(1) ()

(i)

(i)

WrpLILmesTd  WwHMID UL LOTHTETSHS60T
6TEMEDTILI wreul’ L miseflgsirer @LpedlwieD,
ureVTHmI HMID SeorEFTy FHwTer SHeuidd)
10lds @)L Bisemer @ermisau(h ead@GallliLigmn
HT GunGsrereriii’ (h QU(HEleTD
BL_6UIG Sen BT LMHMu|LD;

o_GTeaHT  HEOTFTTLD, FOTFCPSBIGZET  LOHMILD
GPDHEODTEGEH6T YalieuDenDHL LITSHISHTHGLD
9CsCmrd, @bs LNrCssmsenear &HmIeLT
epGeruruis BI1L_SgIL_ebt eTHleneanTL
ugparest  UrmhSwid  FTiHs  GDILUTET
B L_BIg6iT & TenTLILI(HSISHTDEITEU T 6TEITLIENSW|LD;

T @) dFFewud@ plalliuryr?
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SBIGUIL euFdlser LHMID GUTE eusFdlsHener
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GYILuTE 2_siteerpi FOTFCLPSHBIG 6T I6TET
@) ememepiamer wHMID GCueTsEpsGL  Luilhd
weflsg  Seuisemears  CaTfledllsd  oidg)
QUBNEHTH GuphelsrereriiLi’H PYUEIG )

LI S SBaH6T LIHMu|id;

(iv)

V)
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GuorgedlerTsd LUTSHSSHLILL L UL DTS TERTSHS60T
wreul L Biseflsd, &HOHTL 6D  LTGISTLIL|L 65T

Fnlqlll 3 LLTERTIOTET @LpsOliie) FhHMmIsOTds

Q& reiremas Qariurs ufFedlEaslu’_ B
QU(RSISBTDS T 6TEITLIEN HU|LD;
WITPLILITERTSH DS 2 qusermrail LoMHMILD

2 arpr (B FHluiled Nrusdwiu®sE) oomds@aills
USMHEGLD, FMMTLED HMILD 2 _6Teehi 6urLpeur
STIBIGST Alweupplest BsTer SHHMIVTSH

Slswullest BRTL_% M6V, BHTEHBEHMBHH
H6UOTa5 TewsTILILIG M (S LOT o5 S TeRTLILI(HSETD
Qurplpenmassit LipflujLb;

Ui @)dFFewLd@ Smlalliiuryr?
@) @erCpev, syer?

asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment and Tourism:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

@

(i)

the steps being taken to identify and
promote ecological, historical and cultural
attractions in Jaffna and the other districts
of the Northern Province; and

whether region-specific plans exist to
integrate this area into the tourism strategy
while  safeguarding  local  culture,
communities and ecosystems?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

@
(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

the measures being taken to improve access
to local eco-tourism sites;

whether the Ministry has partnered with
stakeholders to upgrade accommodations
and amenities;

the measures being taken to train and
employ local communities, particularly
youth and women;

whether a comprehensive ecotourism
policy with environmental safeguards is
being considered for post-conflict districts
of the Northern Province; and

the mechanisms for marketing Jaffna
globally and domestically, and for
monitoring tourism’s long-term impacts on
the environment and local livelihoods?

(c) Ifnot, why?

01 (08w) G105 Jenlewy Bwmo (83000
Bewdss ¢g@imsn®)

(wreiryflg (Currdflwi) meusst Fewrdlman - &HmieVTL
Ulrg) sjepwéeir)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe - Deputy Minister of

Tourism)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Hon. Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism, I
answer the Question.

@ O

The Ministry has commenced planning Sri
Lanka's "Global Destination
Communication Campaign" by obtaining
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(b)

(ii)

(M

consultancy services under a World Bank-
supported project. Under this initiative,
plans are underway to develop and
strengthen "Brand Sri Lanka", implement
provincial-level tourism branding for the
nine provinces and carry out destination-
specific branding for unique tourism
products.

These distinctive tourism products include
agro-tourism, coastal and marine tourism,
sports tourism, culinary tourism, adventure
tourism, meditation and spiritual tourism,
wellness and Ayurveda tourism, nature and
biodiversity tourism, wildlife tourism and
culture and heritage tourism. This Global
Destination Communication Campaign is
intended to be implemented as a five-year
global promotion campaign under the Sri
Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau.

Yes.

The  Northern  Province  Tourism
Development Plan considers the tourism
potential,  infrastructure = requirements,
development  opportunities and  the
safeguarding of the ecosystem within each
district. Furthermore, emphasis is placed on
protecting local culture and ecosystems as
well as ensuring the participation of local
communities and  protecting  their
aspirations. Therefore, this plan provides
the strategic guidance necessary to prioritize
and implement tourism development
projects across the Northern Province.

The Sri Lanka Tourism Development
Authority has selected the Kokkilai-
Puliyamunai Village in the Northern
Province as a “Vibrant Sustainable Tourism
Village.” This initiative will provide
support for community-based organizations,
small-scale infrastructure development,
livelihood and skill-building programmes,
local heritage, tourism products and
authentic tourism experiences.

The Ministry incurred an expenditure of Rs.
424 million on 46 projects in 2025 and has
allocated Rs. 930 million for 2026 for the
development of the tourism sector,
including the improvement of access to
local ecotourism sites. Accordingly, the
details regarding the development projects
aimed at improving access to ecotourism
sites in the Northern Province implemented
in 2025 and scheduled for implementation
in 2026 through District Secretariats and
local government institutions are submitted
in the Annex below.
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1,038,360.71

(i)

(iii)

The Sri Lanka Tourism Development
Authority facilitates tourism investors by
providing information and guidance on
legal and regulatory requirements and by
coordinating with relevant State agencies.
Furthermore, the Authority collaborates
with industry stakeholders and State
agencies to raise awareness among tourism
service providers regarding the standards
and quality requirements necessary for
establishing, registering and operating
tourism enterprises while also offering them
technical guidance and support.

Furthermore, under the Clean Sri Lanka
Programme, the Presidential Secretariat has
held meetings with relevant tourism sector
entities and State agencies for upgrading
accommodation and amenities, and ten
"Tourism Facility Centres" have been
identified so far.

Accordingly, the Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Authority has agreed to
establish five such centres and a letter has
been sent to the Vavuniya District Secretary
seeking a suitable location in the Vavuniya
District representing the Northern Province.

The nine hotel schools established by the
Sri Lanka Institute of Tourism and Hotel
Management covering all nine provinces
channel over 6,000 trained young men and
women into the hospitality and tourism
sectors annually. Accordingly, the Northern
Province Hotel School, which is located in
the Jaffna District, channels more than 100
trained young men and women into the
hospitality sector each year.

Furthermore, the Sri Lanka Institute of
Tourism and Hotel Management has been
conducting a  three-month  “Hotel
Multitasker Course” from the year 2025 for
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the children of unemployed Samurdhi
beneficiary families across the Island under
the scheme of “Sathkaraye Shramasena” in
collaboration with the Department of
Samurdhi and private hotel schools.

Under this initiative, 102 youths from the
Jaffna District and 100 from the
Kilinochchi District were trained and
employed in 2025, and the programme is
continuing into 2026. In addition,
discussions are underway with the District
Secretariat of the Mullaitivu District to
conduct this course in the Mullaitivu
District as well. The course will commence
once the necessary arrangements have been
finalized.

The National Tourism Policy incorporates
measures for environmental protection and
sustainable tourism development,
particularly under its second main policy
theme. Accordingly, measures have been
proposed to minimize environmental
damage in ecologically sensitive areas,
including the assessment of their carrying
capacity and the introduction of appropriate
environmental control mechanisms.

Furthermore, the policy includes provisions
for adhering to sustainable standards when
developing new tourism infrastructure;
these measures encompass the promotion of
renewable energy use, effective waste and
wastewater ~ management and  the
minimization or elimination of single-use
plastics.

As stated in the Answer to (a)(i), plans are
currently being formulated by obtaining
consultancy services with the assistance of
the World Bank for the five-year Global
Destination Communication Campaign
implemented by the Sri Lanka Tourism
Promotion Bureau - SLTPB. The primary
objective of this initiative is to develop and
strengthen the “Brand Sri Lanka” and to
establish regional branding for the nine
provinces. In this process, the aim is to
implement destination-specific branding for
specialized tourism products, including
those related to agriculture, coastal and
marine  sports,  cuisine,  adventure,
meditation, wellness, nature, wildlife as
well as culture and heritage.

In addition to this, arrangements have been
made to host special cultural and culinary
festivals to promote the unique culture,
traditions, arts, cuisine and historical
heritage of the Northern Province and
Jaffna.

Furthermore, efforts are being made to
successfully  showcase the  tourism
attractions of the Northern Province,
including Jaffna, to the global tourism

market through national and international
public relations and digital promotion
programmes which benefit all districts of
the Island as well as through the
engagement of media, tourism influencers,
and content creators.

(c) Notrelevant.

@6 Berdss mOrBNEHRO)

(wrevryfl@ Urdld Furbrwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy, you can ask your
first Supplementary Question.
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(The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, my first Supplementary
Question is, while developing historically and culturally
significant sites in the Northern Province as tourist
destinations, it is equally important to ensure adequate
basic health and sanitary facilities for both local and
foreign visitors. In particular, concerns have been raised
by the public regarding lack of adequate, clean and
properly maintained toilet facilities at several tourist sites.

Therefore, will the Ministry implement a dedicated
programme to provide modern, clean and accessible toilet
and sanitary facilities at major tourist destinations in the
Northern Province? If so, could the Deputy Minister
specify the financial allocations and timeframe for
providing such facilities at the identified tourist
destinations?

@G (©0a8w) 61057 SenBow Bwmo

(oressryfl@ (Burrdfwir) weustt ressrdBiam)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe)

Sir, yes, we admit that the sanitary facilities are
inadequate and are not up to the standard at some of the
tourist sites. Therefore, through our Ministry as well as
through other Ministries and programmes like Clean Sri
Lanka, we are investing to improve such facilities.
Specifically, the Hon. President has assured that from
next year onwards, all these funding allocations will be
directly linked to the tourism subcommittees of the
District Coordinating Committees.

So, from next year onwards, the district
subcommittees on tourism could directly identify places
where such facilities are necessary and invest on those
projects with funding from the annual Budget.

®6; Bewdss SOrzNGEHDO)

(wrerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rajeevan, you may ask the
Supplementary Question.

second
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(The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy)

Sir, my second Supplementary Question is, as our
country expects a significant increase in the tourist
arrivals in the coming years, what specific arrangements
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has the Ministry made to ensure that a substantial share
of those tourists would visit the five districts in the
Northern Province?

@01 (999028 w) 61027 Genldorn Dm0

(wressryll@ (Burmrdfwir) Heusst rewrdBian)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe)

Sir, actually, the North and the East have been the key
focus for tourism development projects specifically
funded by the ADB and the World Bank, and the World
Bank has agreed to fund US Dollars 100 million for
tourism development in the northern region. There is a
development project approved by the Bol right now, a
cruise service from Colombo to the North. Very soon, it
will be started. We hope that there would be a significant
tourist traffic from the South to the North once the cruise
service is started. Also, the British High Commission has
agreed to implement several projects in the Mannar
District. Then, the Delft Island has been identified to be
developed as a carbon-neutral tourist destination and
some funding agencies have agreed to fund that. So, there
are a number of development projects in the pipeline as
well as the Global Destination Communication
Campaign. We hope that, in the coming years, a
significant tourist traffic from the South would lead
towards the North.
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MANGROVE FORESTS: PUTTALAM DISTRICT
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
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asked the Minister of Environment:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)
™)

(vi)

(vii)

number of mangrove forests located in the
Puttalam District;

names of the said mangrove forests;

number of such mangrove forests which
have been declared as forest reserves;

names of the said forest reserves;

number of mangrove forests that are
endangered due to various activities;

names of such endangered mangrove
forests; and

measures that will be taken to protect the
mangrove ecosystem for future
generations?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon.

(Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of

Environment)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Hector Appuhamy, you may ask your first
Supplementary Question.
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, could you wait for his complete
answer?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Hector Appuhamy, you may ask your second
Supplementary Question, please.
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you may ask your
Supplementary Question along with that.
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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The Hon. Leader of the House.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Hector Appuhamy, you may ask your second
Supplementary Question.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, I request you to not to make personal
insinuations. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Member? - [Interruption.]
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@G BBeg ¢3088 Bwedmo Onmo
(oreryflg L ssrent swrdp) LwGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I will allow one of you to speak. - [Interruption.] Yes,
Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara?
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I have taken note of that, Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara. -
[Interruption.]

Hon. Minister, would you please refrain from making
such statements? No insults against any Hon. Member of
Parliament, please.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Members, please take your
[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

Sir, Irise to a point of Order. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Members, we are moving on to the next
Question. Question No. 06, the Hon. (Mrs.)
Chamindranee Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law.
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STATE UNIVERSITIES: HOSTEL FACILITIES

1380/2025

6. 06 BBeg D85 BBaEE OIS
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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Ui @) dFFewLid@ mlalliiryr?
(=) @)STCmed, ersir?
asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:
(a)  Will she inform this House the -

(i) number of State universities currently in
operation;
(i) names of those universities;

(iii) number of students currently studying in the
universities, separately;

(iv) number of students provided with hostel
facilities by each university, separately as a
percentage of the total student population;

(v) universities that face a severe shortage of
hostel facilities; and

(vi) measures that will be taken to resolve the
issue regarding hostel facilities?

(b) Ifnot, why?

®o BOE SN BeH Dwmo
(omessrL 8@ LN06D réHmTwdss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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@S Bewdss G151 D )
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the House?
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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@0 Berdss mOrBNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Prime Minister is to answer the Question
raised by the Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella. -
[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

Sir, 1 rise to a point of Order. oo
DOBNEDR, DD WOBID GDEDIOE @¢BIB.
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®S Bewdsns O151EmR )

(oressryflg LWl surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister, you can answer that Question. -
[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(oressryflg LUrdléd surprusi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Member has already asked the Question.
The Hon. Prime Minister will answer that. Please give ear
to the Hon. Prime Minister.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

(Baga

6 Bearadss HOzEDO)

(orewsryLllg Lrdld FuTBTWST SyauiTsser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Please listen to her. We will come to you later, Hon.
Leader of the Opposition. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Please listen to the Answer. I have already called for
the Answer.- [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
Point of Order &z m100® 09D eesIs %
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Is it with regard to this Question? That matter was
settled earlier. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order..-./Interruption]
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.-/Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Members, I will allow you to raise your points of
Order after the Hon. Prime Minister's Answer to that
Question.

@S (§0285w) 08B ¢®5eBes

(orer il (HevrBHld) anflesfl @ fu)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya )

©01 Bewdss mOnemn®B, 0o O8xIcd BieaEE
5508w B8sY gum C¢ y@m@d 88n0 e®edd.

(2) (i) o® o» 80 Buwwlem Cbed DEDDLE
3002500 2228,
(i) o BIOBeoc yBwiemd omBsst  wwd

WO B BB0dnE ¢ wm® 1 08y
eI gy,

&0 ¢Om0D, vy OBy BwodOm Om
BdODemE S qe. J0o s sy
©G8 0.

2026 @Fendas 08

(iii)

424

o & o Bty OBODesEw

o & omn ededd ¥ 08 BBFOB0E®
o D Bw muFees SBODE®

o & om w»0 BFODsE®

o GEBDCE &8 ey CIBDEIOE
o em BFOBesEW
alc 1l 1SRG Reexs 8301500

BA30BeE yBesem

o857 5®d #Gw® 2 087 ¢
woen e .
BleRllS N IGl]
8 oo 8y
RleRla STl 465
8 Gomo @9 Wo 551 (ed&w - 475,
28 B8FOB e Bed@uw - 76)
om0 8O3
BleRIIS G 1,516
Da¥ B mozsSeen
B3O8 e 4,348
edm0E 88 esdsy
EDIDROE @IS Bm 8,218
BleRIS el
(iv)
05308 e5308m swy™O
EISERSTO) e g e
le Rl i@ai@i: 2323630 25022300, e3®edm Bas
? @B Bos 230213000 yBOmE
8308500 e
BleRIS G}
yBem
em0dusT wwd 3 9ew® 3 985 ¢ am.
woent B
BleRISGlE]
8§ oo By Bue® Beysy wew o5IDBm suvwm® wBwo
BdDdesEw .
8 comn edeq 80% (od@a - 79%,
®o @8 551 442 BocBes - 87%)
B80S w® e 0
Gz 0600 o
BOBemEs 1,516 196 12.92%
DaryBes o
oo e 4348 | L% Ef’ggz’;@“
BB Ew R ’
eEtatetG]
@8 eudsy
@TIBDEIDE 8,218 406 4.94%
@0Fem
BH@ODsEw®

9er® 1,2 w» 3 wwnn® »c®. .

* gefmmiged 3 .
* preflewaiSSleD soeusHLILIL (Hersndy.
* Placed in the Library.




425

208Ee®xsInd 426

[0St (008w) ©BA a®ceBw]

V)

(vi)

o BAEOBNE YR omBust  wwd
WO @ Cuss BB B3
Begsy 150,815  andsy  Busy
63,318ecemm wewr g0 @5IDBmmd
sEm® C Eo® HwBWD 8D, dw
@ Gox 6021500057 Bwwd 424 od.
g amd, 8eg BdE0S0HE  wewo
©5IDEmIC BHEH® 188G en BE WY
@d.

e & Con 8y BB0Bcmced 9eom®
GO eBD8® 5O 9FE® WO B
B 8uysT wew 05308m wEm® Cab
2 Bed.

e & oo eedd o B BFODEed
PeON® CID @BIBD sHEHO 9C O
WO @B Bwe 8wy wcws osIDlm
s®O A & Bed.

e & G ®od DROBmEesd g
@530EBm00 Bz 5O,
e DaBe e OFVDNEES ¢

5T PDODE ¢ Bwwn’ .

© BT ¢ wewst we 8, 888 Gunwsind
5T DO @BOD.

B8d3DBesoc 38308 @2088sY 50D deny
a3 Goedrs BFDBews

BRDBE YRy emBesy wnid wdeny
#qB G BHOBNCHTE GO D
e5TDBmed 55 @8 BBe® OnsiwsaBws’
300% WS B amd, dOBEY OByc 8wy
16,0008 ewewo  ©xT0o8mend  ©wEm®
0800 dEeeditn ed. & wewr 2026
DEBed 50 e5IDBINIC 98 BIE e0HeDsY
08sE 8Bw» 1,500 e 0dsy w3 a.
& gnd, 2026 qw O yBoem wlent
B8d0BemE  eIDuBmmnad  yBwedmoes
cocw 8eE B8Bwm 853w s ¢ oDy
0 .

20¢, § Comned dwss SRODEOE Bsy
wcy wOED BB yRuIBew -
e OB B¢ yBoBws BIC Dot
- UGC &2 8853 emved 083 0.

0 Beswst esed®Em 05IDE8mnIcOE
@I, esed ®Em 53D ZNI®IC
0@ Rewsy Sendsedn ¢ 90 gres
DOBDa.

000 yRuFBed odfes Ofery, 8Bug
Bosesio  wihden, OBDwDewsy @n,
$08m, ¢i8w B, yedn Bw Wi wv
Bugeen gmes ©O» - inclusive -
OBI0BC 0O B8O, & esewo
policy & wswed BEO .

& om0 85000 BBOBeLIES

& oo wond BdDBscs s 88gwmO
o) W5I5Y §8 ©® DmeWO HEH® WO
Bednr. 9O w-d8dm »Ogn wews §@imns

OHOC wrlednun wmeE WO ¢ s SR
@ Be wewn 928un WO Beadms. OO
ey ©8gwe me 8usd 1,00000 ©owm
©5¥0iBm®IC 5O B0 a8 wEE®
B0 Beamda.

DayBws mozsiesen SBDSewaEwd

BdODcw wr YOewsy & 80m uen
51w cuewdd 6 R8s, 888 BegxsT
600ccorrym w@wewr ©BDEBEINIC  BHEDS,
5805 93O DERWE ww gws 300853
058 goner @O FBET DD
NOVE wBS e 2027 80 2029 ¢
od@w qo@eE woent 92 BB ewddn w. &
e g@ms ONE wrledaws g@is
OHOE 2B wewo 28u WS @.

(20) o1 @Y.

®S Bewdsns G50

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, please pose your
first Supplementary Question.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, please give ear to the Hon. Prime
Minister.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order, Hon. Rauff Hakeem?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, you may pose
your Second Supplementary Question.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, what brings
you to your feet?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I would like to bring your attention to Standing
Order No. 92 (2). & ©® ©0ydemersi® BedsIn OB
oy o Beadmd, Division &= sy =@ point of Order
O O3 ¥OOY Bwo. Let me record this in Hansard.

¢ Ded®, Standing Order No. 91 (b)8 o®ed ewecwsy
©@0x00:

"No Member shall be interrupted, unless on a point of order ...."

oo point of Order Bwes Bwstesy, when any Hon.
Member is speaking, we can interrupt and ask for a point of
Order. ©@5I08 genBon O5I5ndw @ yHed D8 edEo
9¢st ©¢ B, w00 points of Order e¢sIm P, WD
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Your point has been noted, Hon. Member.

@DICHO] BB € (05O §idBIBL OB
8890©: 0@ e v yBw
BHH6U6D ClGTIVBHIL LI ClFTemevds Hevall BHlewevwimigeir:
GBrdaid HMILD LIWIGHTHS6T
ESTABLISHMENT OF TECHNOLOGY DISTANCE LEARNING
HUBS: OBJECTIVES AND BENEFITS

1530/2025
7. 6 needdies 6806z DwHmo
(orenrLfl@ giewrrreT rallsrer)
(The Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran)
3@ Y B, c©E gdvIsm ©wY DaBe
2005y g@oenBwensy gy ydme - (1):

(a) 1) & comed giusins mEs ®DO8sY emdnd
DoSeen (05O @sons O - ITDLH
- 88080® adfen ww qod8m yBcw

moede;

(i) cno ©wo MEODES seIDE  arn®
B WEBOE OO By elonn
BG8Bm WS @50 D csTesic;

(iil) Ve 50, P OO BB BGB8m S
@B ®mE WO,

(iv) O® BEWOE BMsE) FBn EBNHBIOO
oy moeds;

V) ocConm st @iBn S OB
BOE® gisws HEWDE T &8s RBO
8C E OO 688B 1O wwmed »J
Bed 0, dv HwoFd®m WOEm CID e
»Oede;

V) »dsens ©semd® Wo0E OO @i
Dsedd BGiBm WS ©@NDB WERISOE
2@ OO BYHT BIO wewo ©vm CID
8wdd moede;

@53 OnBw e®® DD B30I enIe?
() ovndel5®, S ©x3e?
Fevail, FHeva]l
Qe TifpHsvall GewwdFFmwraTeusnyds Csl L allerT:

(=)

Ulrsw  SjewwdFn o wir LHmILD

Bevniensuiley sevall eusvw WL LGBV HoHeusL

QB TflevmI L1 QG Temevd Hevall BlewevwiBigsT -

ITDLH- sriésiu’ L ger Gpras  whmiib

eTFITUTidasiiL@ILD LIWI6ST 6T wireney
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;

(i) euL&E whmid HYdba@ wIETETBIG6TET Flav
aueLWBIGETls) GomLig Blewevwkiser @)giauen T
ulled sruilssiiuLailsvsmey sTeiTUeNS HWleurym
6TEITLIGN S IU|LD;

(i) oCwerflsL, CoLig BlewevwiBissT B)gieusmTullsy

SrUlsslLLTgeirer GUEVILIBIS6IT wreney
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;
@iv) GupLig QUEVWIKIGEIT6D @) BleweVwIBIGH6T

STLGHBLILL_TeDLOBEHTET  BTTRTHIGZET  WITED6U
6TEITLIEN S IU|LD;

V)  @)siusmruiled Blemevwinbigst SriilssLiLL Tgisirer
FHe0 sHevall susvwmisaflid euhswms Sruills
USDEHTET SHTVLILIGE 2 erer_migh Sl L b

@) wLiiledr, 9| HEW BT
BEOL (PO DLILIRSGSHID SlEHB) WTF] 6T6ITLIEN HUJLD;

(vi) Qarflevmil LSems qliLenL WTeHd Gl TevTL

Swrhdbsiiud (b

Qarewevs  &evall  Bleweowmkissr  srulEsl
LIL_TgjeiTer QUEVILIBIS61TI6D FLOG SIS
2 IS ILRSSHIUSDETS  CHEsTaTariiLIELD

BL_6)1G SN SHSHET ILITEM6 6T6ITLIENSIU|LD;
Sjeui @)dFFemus@G Mlaliimrr?
(=) B)sirCmev, eyetr?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(1) the objectives and the expected benefits of
establishing  Information = Technology
Distance Learning Hubs - ITDLHs - at the
education-zone level in Sri Lanka;

(i) whether she is aware that such Learning
Hubs have not been established in certain
education zones in the Northern and the
Eastern Provinces so far;
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(iii)  if so, the zones in which such Learning
Hubs have not been established so far;

(iv) the reasons for not establishing such
Learning Hubs in the said zones;

(v) if a time-bound plan has been prepared for
the establishment of such Learning Hubs in
all education zones in which such Learning
Hubs have not been established so far, the
date on which the said plan will be
implemented; and

(vi) the steps that will be taken to ensure
equality among the zones where
Technology-based Distance Learning Hubs
have not been established?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Ui @)dFFewLd@ Mlalliiuryr?

(24) @G, orcir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(1) whether there is a plan to establish an
Education Council in accordance with the
policy of the present Government;

(it) if so, the organizational structure of that
institution;

(iii) as to how the establishment of a new
institution ~ becomes  necessary  in
implementing the Subodhini Report, which
aims to resolve salary anomalies prevailing
in the Teacher-Principal Services;

(iv) whether a specific timeframe has been set
to complete the process of establishing the
said institution; and

(v) the measures that will be taken by the said
institution to enhance the professional
standards of teachers?

(b) Ifnot, why?

®G 08 S EBNGBZ DVHo
(orevrLfl@ rall &menTTBTidss)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0 Berdss OrBNGEHRO)

(oreirflg LWrdld surprwsi jeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, what is your point of
Order?

®G 08 102G DV

(oressryfl@ rall smewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

In answering Question No. 6, the Hon. Prime Minister
mentioned that no hostel facilities were developed during
2015 to 2018. - [Interruption.]

®0 Bewdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

That is not a point of Order, Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.

Hon. Prime Minister, you may answer the Question
raised by the Hon. Chanaka Madugoda.

@S (§0028w) BB ¢®5eBw

(revrfl@ (HevrBld)) anfleshl or@sfw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I will provide the data, if necessary. My point was
that the number of students increased significantly during
that period, but the number of hostels did not keep pace. -
[Interruption.] - And, there was a decision taken not to
build new hostels; There was a decision taken not to build
new hostels between 2015 and 2024. That led to a severe
hostel crisis in the university system. So, that is the crisis
we are currently dealing with, with 55 new projects. -
[Interruption.]

@0 Beadts mOBNEHRO)

(oressryflg Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister, you may answer the Question
raised by the Hon. Chanaka Madugoda.
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G 08 WO €0B% D0
(orenTfl@ rall &mewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Can you switch on the mike?

@6 Bewdss 50965

(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Could we get on to Question No. 8 by Hon. Chanaka
Madugoda. The Hon. Prime Minister, please.

O BOE S¥mGH w0

(wressrLyflg, Lilosv J;_'r,‘r_r,rrmé;a;)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO0 Bewi®s ®ONemROB, gomys gwdn gdidtod
@csis) 008, Bw 88w Bowars.

G 08 WS €02¥0B% Dm0

(orenTfl@ rall &HewTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The Chair is very infectious; Sir, you are normally
very generous but, as soon as the Hon. Leader of the
House -

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, we have a long agenda. We
have three more Questions, three Ministerial Statements
and a very important Debate lined up for today. -
[Interruption.]

@G BBt ¢3088 Bwedmo Onmo

(wressryll@ #ULsgrent swrdm wGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

The Deputy Speaker is being questioned by the Leader
of the House.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister, you can answer Question No.
08.

@67 (99028w) w3 ¢®5eyBes

(wressryll@ (STBlS) apfesfl owreEsMw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, if the Members so wish, we can
have a debate on the question of hostel facilities at a later
date.

The Hon. Member who asked me Question No. 8§ is on
his feet. So, now, I have to respond to him. Thank you.

®6 Beardss mAOznEmRO)
(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Please do, Hon. Prime Minister.

@S (§0D28w) 08B ¢®5eBews

(wressryfl@ (SvTBlS) apfeshl owreEsMw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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®S Bewdsns S50

(oressryfl@ LWrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 9 - 1951/2026 - (1), the Hon. Lal
Premanath. - /Not in the Chamber.]

@e25%25%6® EB: YB-tIWSenw
CaesTThTWSS FUPSSITLD: L{eSTTenLOLIL]
SENANAYAKE SAMUDRAYA: RENOVATION

2280/2026
10.06; ©8.9¢3. cc@r1eEded dwvmo
(omessTLyLl@ 6Tib.6T6N. 2 GIoTGlevLisnL)
(The Hon. M.S. Uthumalebbe)
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Ui @)dFFewLd@ Mlalliimyr?

(24) @erGpa, rsir?

asked the

Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

and Irrigation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

the current volume of water impounded in
the Senanayake Samudraya under the Gal
Oya Scheme in Ampara District, in acre-
feet;

whether he is aware that since 1992,
technical issues including cracking have
been identified in the main dam, sluice

tower, sluice barrel, water release system,
and spillway system of the Senanayake
Samudraya, and that as this situation has
now intensified, a risk has arisen regarding
the sustainability and long-term safety of
the reservoir; and

(iii)) whether actions will be taken to conduct a
comprehensive study and carry out
renovation work to ensure the safety of this
reservoir system, which serves as a major
source of the district’s agricultural
economy by providing irrigation facilities
to  approximately 170,000 farming
families?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@G @dds¥e eumo wm (PO ©w DIBSY®

Bewlss ¢g@imsn®)

(wreryll@g orallbs CeFearrd - sremfl wWHMID BiTLILITFT

Ulrd) oemwgei)

(The Hon. Aravinda Senarath - Deputy Minister of Land

and Irrigation)
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(20) @um BEMSC 2D &g @5%ed.

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. M.S. Uthumalebbe, you may ask your first
Supplementary Question.

OO 98.9¢. cLPIeRAED Bwm

(omessTLyLl@ 6Tib.6T6W. 2 GIoTGlevLisnLr)

(The Hon. M.S. Uthumalebbe)
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Hon. M.S. Uthumalebbe, you may ask your second
Supplementary Question.
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Second round.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.
(Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)
5D, ©W@E® ©wY N3 wDENL LIBHSIensT

& yBBG:
(2) (1) Bogd Beudd end e® DHBO OHWO 6L
©D0e® 80B5y Ded GO 350D ETISOTHE;

(i) ©® 0xdO L Bewdd 085 eecdmD WD
WOE) GABY DeS FO 83092500 @EIBOTE;

(i) °©©® Bewuded OB e HyossE) mOeds;

(iv) 2® Bewdd 2015 d8ved 8O ©® cfdo
DE8D 1) Cow/aci mDede;

V) G0 »oded 8O CoOs ©wdr o®®
BB 0 B Hwo@b® mdedc;

@53 IR @®® e300 IO eBIE?
(0) ozndeE5®, S @sie?

Gurd@Geaursdgl, OB EHFTMVSST LHMID BHT JLiallhdhs)

eowiFemTd CHL L aflewrm:

(o) () BiGsregby 1 iIGurailsd SDOLTpSI
Curs@Gaurgdled  FHUBGSEHIIqW  Blenev
uflepieirerr LW 6uessTIq S6iTledT 6TENITEN dbemds WITS)
GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

(i) sHQuUTws Guwming 1WIGUTEITE SETDTL LD
Curs@gaurggley  FHUBSSLILGSETD  Lev
6U6TITLY B6ITI6HT 6TEVITEUTI6W s WIS 6TEITLISHSIULD;

(iii) Guprng 1UGurailsy Blsveyb pam fluii
GeumhmIL_BISET W TeneU 6TEITLISN S U|LD;

(iv) Guping 1giGumr 201590 sy evriq 60 HHSEI

@)sluewr  QUBHLTHSLD mligw  @soruid/
WL_[bS BL_L_LD UITE) 6TETLIENS LD,

V) piGsrepby [EARIGIES) Qg rewsvg Tyt
Curd@ =eursss Caemeusnws YridLliLSDE
CuHOsrareriiL@D  BL6UIGHNEHBET — WTEH6U
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;

Ui @)dFFewLd@ SMlalliiuryr?
(<) B)strCmev, eyesr?

asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) number of roadworthy buses currently
owned by the Negombo Depot;

(i) number of buses that are operated daily by
the said depot at present;

(iii)  vacancies existing in the cadre of the said
depot;

(iv) annual profits/losses recorded by the said
depot from year 2015 up to now; and

(v) measures that will be taken to commence
long-distance bus services from Negombo
City?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena - Deputy Minister of
Transport and Highways)
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2015 (53,111,841)
2016 (23,402,601)
2017 (4,814,367)
2018 (8,782,396)
2019 (26,373,296)
2020 (47,379,535)
2021 (56,891,635)
2022 (60,139,008)
2023 (33,544,200)
2024 (41,188,026)
2025 (39,467,189)
2026 20wy Ben® wme 052>,

V) Bogp meded 8O cvds’ e e 6O 20 0
QoD WO g gOHS Wy §ddy BB
08500y 9EE® B o®»m. 08 o8
Clagmenrs 00 9CBO BEACD wdFuamws 8¢ w0
988ed2 0 d © B OBOO ¢ Bwgd,
@m05YeeEH0 A6 OBODEST amGD 5O ©wds
3200w BBOO ¢ wBwd g1.

(9) @cE 0.

e®J08 SO Y IW® E¢LIEne®rIRed Divnm
BworsB.8es: gmBmmo
GurlLmi surseTs CUTdh@GHuTrsSsld
BlewewTd eGS0 eurHeTl LGl 1penmCsBssT
VEHICLE REGISTRATION AT DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.
Mujibur Rahuman)
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(2) @)srCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the facts presented by the Auditor-General
regarding the illegal registration of vehicles
prior to the Department of Motor Traffic
connecting with the Customs computer
system;

(if) accordingly, the names and designations of
the officers who have been involved in
those irregularities;

(iii)  the amount of money that the Government
has lost due to this incident; and

(iv) of the legal measures taken at the Ministry
level regarding this incident?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena)
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EMPLOYEES' PROVIDENT FUND : ARREARS OF
CONTRIBUTIONS
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.
(Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)
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asked the Minister of Labour:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(1) number of private institutions which have
arrears of contributions to the Employees’
Provident Fund;

(i) names of such institutions;

(iii) amount of arrears of contributions payable
by each of those institutions, separately;
and

(iv) measures that will be taken to recover the
said arrears of contributions?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and
Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 09 - 1951/2026 - (1), the Hon. Lal

Premanath.
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(The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe)
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(The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana - Deputy Minister of Trade,

Commerce and Food Security)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question under Standing Order No. 27(2) of
Parliament. Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, the Floor is yours.
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STRATEGY OF SECURING MARKET ACCESS THROUGH
EXPANSION OF FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS

®G 08 G BB DVH0

(orevrLfl@ rall &menTTBTidss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I wish to ask the following
Questions under Standing Order No. 27(2) from the Hon.
Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Co-
operative Development.

Given the structural shift in global trade away from
traditional multilateral systems like the WTO and GATT
towards aggressive bilateralism, our nation must pivot
swiftly to secure vital market access. As a matter of fact,
even both the IMF Report and the World Bank Report
state the same. In light of regional competitors like India
rapidly expanding their Free Trade Agreement network
and countries like the Philippines actively securing pacts
with the major western economies, we must be smart and
ahead of the game. We must aggressively utilize our
technical knowledge, domestic capabilities and strategic
geographical location to capture the world market.

Therefore, how serious and keen is the Ministry in
pursuing comprehensive Free Trade Agreements, how
many are currently contemplated and what is your
definitive road map to execute this vision?

Will the Hon. Minister also state:

1. whether the Government has adopted a
comprehensive national strategy to expand Sri
Lanka’s network of Free Trade Agreements and
Preferential Trade Agreements and if so, the
countries currently under consideration and the
implementation of the road map?

2. the present status, timelines and negotiating
strategy  for comprehensive Free Trade
Agreements or Advanced Trade Agreements with
the United States, the United Kingdom, the
European Union and Canada?

3.  the measures being taken to strengthen the
Economic and  Technology  Cooperation
Agreements - ETCA/ECA - with India, improve
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the effectiveness of SAFTA and maximize
opportunities arising from India’s expanding
global trade relationships?

4. following the implementation of the Thailand Free
Trade Agreement and the Singapore Free Trade
Agreement, the status and timelines for bilateral
Free Trade Agreements with China, Japan, Korea,
Malaysia and Indonesia?

5. the present status of Sri Lanka’s application to join

the  Regional = Comprehensive  Economic
Partnership, including the progress made
following the submission of accession

questionnaire and diplomatic efforts to secure
membership?

6.  whether negotiations or feasibility studies are
underway to establish Free Trade Agreements or
Comprehensive Economic Partnerships with the
major Middle Eastern economies, including Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates and
Oman and with the key African economies such as
South Africa?

7. the Government’s assessment of strengthening
economic engagement with BRICS, including the
progress towards New Development Bank
membership and opportunities for trade and
investment cooperation?

8. whether the Government create a dedicated
national trade negotiation team with an
independent multidisciplinary trade negotiation
task force comprising public and private sector
experts to safeguard national interests and
accelerate market access?

Sir, that should include people engaged in trade
because they know what exactly is required for
negotiations.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, Ministerial Statements in reply to Questions
under Standing Order No. 27(2) raised by the Hon.
Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam on 22™ of July,
2026 and 09" of September, 2026, the Hon. Vijitha
Herath, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment
and Tourism
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PERFORMANCE AND DEVELOPMENT OF
TOURISM INDUSTRY: STATEMENT BY MINISTER
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, FOREIGN EMPLOYMENT
AND TOURISM
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(The Hon. Vijitha Herath - Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Foreign Employment and Tourism)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rasamanickam, you may have your clarification

briefly.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you made your clarification.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The second Ministerial Statement is also to be made
by the Hon. Vijitha Herath, Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Employment and Tourism.
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(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Shanakiyan Rasamanickam, you can seek a brief
clarification.

O BrenBRB5T CrxsyIBOsT Gres@rhElmn® Dwnmo

(omessTLyif@ FrenTdhdlweT rTeLSSTesT @)rraLoment&asin)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sir, to get something clarified on this will take an
extensive amount of time, but I would not take that much
time.

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)
(oresrflg LWrdld surprLsST jeuTser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Be very brief, please.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Okay, Sir. But, give me a reasonable amount of time
because the Hon. Minister made a very lengthy response.
And, I will limit my questions to a few areas.

Hon. Minister, you mentioned that you all were taking
certain actions regarding the Chemmani mass graves.
However, we have repeatedly stated, on behalf of the
victim community, their position, that they have no faith
in any domestic mechanism. And especially on
Chemmani, why is your Government still hesitant to seek
international expertise for DNA testing? You and I both
know that the Government of Sri Lanka, the Sri Lankan
administration, the police force or any other judicial
structure, which the Hon. Minister concerned also
confirmed, does not have the expertise to do DNA testing,
especially on human remains which may date back to 20,
30 years. So, there is no point in us excavating or
exhuming another 500 skeletons with no action being
taken on the already exhumed skeletons.

Then, the next issue, Hon. Minister, is about the
release of lands occupied by the military. You very
correctly said that access has been given to certain areas;
the public can now access those areas. For example, the
Vasavilan-Palaly Road, which they can travel on, but
cannot go to their lands. In Myliddy, Palaly and
Keppapilavu, protests have been going on for more than
12 tol13 weeks. So, you have to tell us either you are not
going or you are going to release those lands.

Also, with regard to the Prevention of Terrorism Act,
Hon. Minister, you have said that the Government is
planning to repeal it. But, Saliya Peiris, President’s
Counsel has, on his Facebook account, mentioned that he
disagrees with the report of the committee he was also
part of, saying that what was given in the report is not
what was agreed on the Bill at the Committee. There are
three things that he has contradicted. And, the Bill you are
bringing in to replace the PTA seems not far better than
the PTA; it seems to be worse than the PTA, in some
sense.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I wish to raise a point of Order
under Standing Order No. 121.

®6 Beradss mOznEmRO)
(oreryflg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Member, what is it?
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next Ministerial Statement is to be made by the
Hon. Anura Karunathilaka, Minister of Ports and Civil
Aviation and Minister of Energy.

OO §8.98. G-8f Og® DeFS Owmo

(omessTLyifl@ oyiT.6TLD. TEHEIlG WSSHILD LISHTLTT)

(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)

O Bewdss mGnemn®A, I rise to a point of Order.

®S Bewdsns S50

(oressryfl@ LWrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Did he mention your name, Hon. Member?

®0 §8.98. 68 OFg® DeFES OWmo
(orevorLyifl@ i T.6T1D. TEHESG LOSGILD LIGSSTL_TT)
(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)
09 & »BYed w@Emews.
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(oreiTflE Lwed réprss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(omessTLyifl@ o iT.6TLD. TEHEIlG LSSHILD LIGHTL )

(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)
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(omessrLyfl@ FremTdhdlwet TTELSSresT @)TTFLoTentdasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

I mentioned his name, Sir.
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®G; Bewdss SOr150E )
(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Why do you have to mention names?

O BB BRB5T CrsyyTBOsT Gres@rmTm® Swvmo

(orerLll@ FranwTdalweT Ty s Tt &)rTeLwTenidsib)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Sorry, Sir, I will not do it in the future; I will refrain
from doing it in the future.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
159e¢s0ned® 538 Bwmda.

@6 §28.98. 685 Og® DeFS Owmn

(orerLyLll@ oy iT.61b. TEHEIS SSBIL LIHTLTT)

(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)
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®0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd suThTwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©0T OEn®, »Im SO »® BDedD L
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@G D8I SeBE8 Owm
(omevor i@ Filbhs alGdns))
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Mrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order, Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri?

@G O8x¥e BeBBB ®wmo

(oreryflg Filbs allGedn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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[Eeresmed g 888 9o o GE.]
[y sElrrFsord s 1_swemriiLilg yEmmLILIL (Berendy.]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Now, Hon. Anura Karunathilaka, you can make your
Ministerial Statement.

®3G 08 WO EDIBNGBZ DV
(oressryfl@ rafl SmewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@S Bewdus D51

(oresryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Now, give ear to the Hon. Anura Karunathilaka. I will
get back to you later, Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.
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INTRODUCTION OF NET PLUS BASIS FOR SOLAR

POWER GENERATION: STATEMENT BY
MINISTER OF ENERGY
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(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Ports and

Civil Aviation and Minister of Energy)
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®0 Berdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, could you make it brief, please?

®C g0 WO EBEH Owmo

(orevTL Ll @ S|eUT H[HETT S V%)

(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)
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®0 B CH {BIBN0 RN BB, Ko Bewdess
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@G 885 0@ Owmo
(orevsryfl g Fedls LNGrwgmen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order?

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdd surprwst jeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, what is your point of
Order?
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@0 88 0g®cies Dwmo

(wrenryflg Fedld LNCrwgTea)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

@0 Bewdss DOsnemn®8, Sed ®® Bvw s ©0
2@os@ensy  EHDs Bewlo 27(2) «dert ®
0@ Vewsy ydm W FDI® dn® cFnde ©SeO EPo
¢iesy, 988wd »OY WOy ewgedd RBBed® wem® ©n
CIDOB R @D BB, Sod 9@ derv® BOD. Sod
® auy J ydmwd @og cIDCOEE emdun gc 9@
C ¢Bimy B, @ ©0 dn®iens’ y&m mOBID DD
Bedm .

®G; Bewdss SOr150E )

(oreryllg Wrdld suTBTST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, yesterday we spent a
lot of time on this.

@6 88 0g®cies Dwmo

(orenryflg Fedls LNCrwgTea)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

©01 Bewdss mOnemn®B, 00 & @duE%d o
@¢sIBy.

®0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd suThTwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

We spent a lot of time on this and because of that, the
staff had to forgo their lunch. If that is the case, I suggest
that we call for a debate on this on another day.

®C 30 WO B CH Dwmo

(oreTLll@ SeUT &HETTSleVdd)

(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)

©01 Bewdss mDnemnOsB, ¢des mHO 9 On »e
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DReecn D5 Worg BEICO 51088 BRI »nO8 &
wog. J Bw 99 On m»E wdemw D1deB8, oo Bewdess
DOIBTNEHDOB.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryllg rdld suThTwsT Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

We are not going for a debate on this. Yesterday, we
spent a lot of time on this. Hon. Leader of the Opposition,
please understand, we had a long session on this
yesterday.

@G 8385 0®ges Owmo

(wrenrflg Fedld LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

O Bewdess mznemn®A, [ rise to a point of Order.

G Berdss HSOI1zNEHD )
(oreryll@ Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, what is it?

@0 885 eg®cies Owmo

(orevsryflg sedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

0 Bewd®s »ONeHmROB, & ®¢ DoRed®ny
RID®IO BwsTes’. VDD w5308 D&m0d - unedited Oz
®38 - eend enm dEsIm. Net Accounting, Net Metering
and Net Plus ®@ed¢ 01 8® Sod yan mer. & Sod guy
& ydmed emdumO gog dgued q¢ 97 med. & B
®0 @BBwn Beamd y&m ®OsIH.

@S Bewdus G151 D©)

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

That was his reply, Hon. Leader of the Opposition.
The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka is not going to take that
on. Are you going to take that on, Hon. Anura
Karunathilaka?

@6 885 eg®cis Owmo
(oressryflg sedls LNGrwgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Allow me to raise that.

®0 DOE SFHNG Do
(el LD rémTwdss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

It was a Ministerial Statement.

@0 Berdss mOrBNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, that was a Ministerial Statement. It is not aimed
at you, Hon. Leader of the Opposition.

®CL 30 WO EIBCH Ovmo

(omessTfl @ ST HHEWITSVEHS)

(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)

qs’ @0 8. ©d duwle NEHROB, VIR0
Oom @B. ©® mewn wdwes BwsIess,-

®S; e300, OBz Dwmo
(omessTLyil@ sT61v.6TID. WOMEEBTIT)

(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

293 &Sedes.
GTUPBSITI.
rose.

®6; Bewdss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What are you standing up for, Hon. Marikkar?

@G 885 0@ Owmo

(woresryflg edls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, please consider my request.

@0 Beads mOBNEHRO)

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

We spent a lot of time on this, Hon. Leader of the
Opposition. You understand what happened yesterday.
We spent a lot of time on this particular topic yesterday.
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@0 88 0g®cies Dwmo

(wrenryflg Fedld LNCrwgTea)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, it is not a matter of time. The Hon. Minister gave
part of his Answer today.

6 Bearadss HOzEDO)

(orewsryLllg Lrdld FuTBTWST SyauiTsser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

So, if it has been provided today, it is up to you to take
it, if you wish.

Hon. Marikkar, why are you on your feet?

OO Ded.DO. OB2dz=ns wmo

(oresrLyLil@ T6v.6TiD. LM THT)

(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

©0 Bewdds mONemR®B, OF aud; HBdsH
BwdEw B8ac R9sTed Report dm a¢ adne svy®m® ww
s @D8Bm wdbAmw BEIC @Bm eldFTven IO
©0®0DO W0 ¢BIvN.  [Bodds BHE@] ©O BrnBwe ecsis.
28m OF @9d ©IDm® Beso 8D - [Bdds HE@2]

®0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

That is not a point of Order, Hon. Member.

@S (89028w3) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmmo

(oreryflg (HevTHI) anias & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

298 8Seddcs.

STUPBSITTT.

rose.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD )

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, why are you on your feet?

@6 (99008 w) w&s ¢ 8BS0 Owmo

(oreryflg (H0rHd) anias & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

ecm oweE BB e0edd, od
DOIBTNEHDOB.

Boewdes

G Berdss HSOI1zNEHR )

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Is it the same thing we went into yesterday?

@G (80028 w) w8s ¢ BFDo Owmo

(orenr Ll (He0THF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

No, Sir. Let me ask this. ©&; &@B85@eesy §20® emd
s 88 BB wmowsin yooxsTe?

®6 Berdss mOznEmR O

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, if it is the same thing we
went into yesterday, ask for another day for a debate,
please.

Next, we have another Ministerial Statement to be
made by the Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, Minister of
Labour and Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning on
behalf of the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic

Development in reply to the Questions raised by the
Hon. Ravi Karunanayake under Standing Order No. 27(2)
on 09.06.2026.

®3G 08 WO eDBNBZ DWmo
(oressryfl@ rafl smenTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@S Bewdss D51 D©)

(wrevryfl@ Lrdld Furbrwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order? Could
you please be brief because we have lost a lot of time? -
[Interruption.]

O3S 08 S EBNGBZ DV

(orevrLfl@ rall &menTTBTidss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

That Answer took almost 39 minutes. When we have
to answer, you basically push for time. We have two
Questions to be answered. I am being called upon to -
[Interruption.]

@0 Berdss mOrBNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you do not have to answer; you have to
ask questions.

O3S 08 G EBNGB% DV

(orewrLfl@ rall &menTTBTidss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The previous Answer went on from Chennai to
Provincial Council Elections to everything. -
[Interruption.]

®S Bewdsns G151
(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Heuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

That was a Ministerial Statement.

®F 08 O 0zB% DV

(oressryfl@ rall SmewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

There must be a sense of decency. Anyway, I like that
and I know that more time should be given for that.

®5 DOE S¥zNnGm w0
(oressrfl@ L TémTwdss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
@3 Bewdss »DNnemROB, -

@0 Beadts mOrBNEHRO)
(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the House?

®G DOE IFBNBH Dwmo

(oresrfl @ LD rémmwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

@6 Boewdds mOnemn®B, 0 68 mCemsNem
O5IEn® Bwy mOHmed) 0 dBwd. $8Eedsined
8O0 Oy eE®O, Wors gedCHD BRSO OO Y
BOed, 88n odod §@B8n®ed c¥Hied gog Y@@
ofemsy, I» ydm sdnden BeeiB. ©» eFHORBwSA,
B00d Bewldw 27(2) «den gwm y@E» ©OIFO
RIRBBE® ©y» oF®»® w8wicewsy &y criteria
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CCCum®w WO Dend® IO en@Be  ¢ien’y
@me®e? & Bw nO8 & no® D0 @® wewr OB
Poad. ©® 8 ®O|EENGD BRSO 00edB ®w
Bestesy. ©0; 93808, dAn® Buem ol wdw ©8
o8, & Bw OO 00 Bewd®s »ONEDHSeesy
00 9E BO5Tes? 0@mB. #Gds Bewdw 27(2)
wOerd qwm y@E» wOITVD a8 O Ja HOedcen
Beadmdn. 0 50 dndE 0® yadm 0w WOBI®y §Oedd
eI Bee a8 9Fcr 83»ds. @O time management
O Beam . ®3 BRewdess DOIBNEHD OB,
WO emO S s, Let the Hon. Minister make the
Statement.

G 08 WO €0¥B% DY

(orenrfl@ rall &HesTTHTIWLSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

@0 Bewdes m»ONemn®B, 00 IOE NGB
OB Bwy od ©® gos mOmn. ©® Sod Emed ®d;
209An8wd ewd @mOm ydmwew s ¢sivn. Jend
Beadmd 00 353, Im reject mS Bedmrd, & ydmwe®
@0 guEndwBsy Beadmd Bwes. & Bw Oed gD
8100 00 Beadmd. omwc odoxw oFc®? a8 go
SB®BE 0D5TH dvE, 0® EEe®NeEDs cFnmows
C 05I? e®@emsT W3O wwIr® B FOWGS B Dsles’.

®0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I have noted your concern. I will clarify it with the
Secretary-General's Office.

Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, you may make your
Ministerial Statement - [Inferruption.] Hon. Member,
please give ear to the Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha.

B o200 Ao ¢5T IMF SedBEen €
80YDHEO ¢dSm, 8188w 3w §Es
BAOR: e v pOewdurcm Bewdsw
2@ &ied Ymnas
IMF @leviiensd @ supmdlu B g L
HL_6T UFSHWTeL e7HLBILD ClUTHeTTHTT,

Fepss LMHMILD BHFTT allewereyser. B,
S L1060 Lrg] 9ewwdFflers| am nmi
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND FISCAL OUTCOME OF
IMF EXTENDED FUND FACILITY TO SRI LANKA:
STATEMENT BY DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE
AND PLANNING

@G (49008 @) @B E Sswsin Bvmo (HOWS gL 8w
8¢ v POw®sex Bewdss g@imun®o)
(oreryllg (sTHH) Sesflsh Bwhs - QST HewLFFHLD
B&), S L 18l 6v LNrg) ojewLode(mLb)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of
Finance, Planning and Economic Development, I would
like to answer the Question raised by the Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake on 09.06.2026 under Standing Order No.
27(2).

(@)
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The outcomes of the IMF-EFF programme are
explained under three aspects.

Economic Outcomes

e  Real GDP, which contracted by 7.3 per cent
in 2022, grew by 5.0 per cent in 2025, the
second consecutive year of growth and by
4.7 per cent in the first half of 2026.

e GDP per capita increased to US Dollars
5,003 in 2025, surpassing the US Dollars
5,000 threshold for the first time. The World
Bank upgraded Sri Lanka from a lower
middle-income to an upper middle-income
country with effect from 01* July, 2026.

The World Bank released its latest Sri Lanka
Development Update titled “From Recovery to
Transformation”, that is from recover to pre-crisis
levels, following 12 consecutive quarters of
expansion through the first half of 2026. As a
result, the World Bank upgraded its growth
projection for Sri Lanka from 3.6 per cent earlier
to 4.4 per cent in 2026. Poverty estimated at 16.9
per cent in 2026 significantly elevated above the
pre-crisis rate.

e  Tourist arrivals reached 2,362,521 in 2025,
with earnings of US Dollars 3.2 billion. The
Current Account recorded a surplus of 1.6
per cent of GDP in 2025, the third
consecutive year of surplus, marking a
structural improvement in Sri Lanka’s
external position.

o Workers’ remittances rose by 22.8 per cent to
US Dollars 8,076.2 million in 2025,
reflecting improved confidence and formal
channel usage.

The growing trend continues in 2026 and from
January to August, 2026, it amounted to US
Dollars 6,131 million.

e  Export earnings also grew by 6.3 per cent to
US Dollars 13,581.4 million in 2025,
whereas the total export earnings from
January to August, 2026 had been US
Dollars 14,076 million.

Fiscal Outcomes

e The Central Government primary balance
improved from a deficit of 3.7 per cent of
GDP in 2022 to a historic surplus of 5.4 per
cent of GDP in 2025, the highest ever
recorded. As at end-June, 2026, the primary
balance surplus stood at Rs. 1,244 billion.

e  Tax revenue nearly doubled from 7.3 per
cent of GDP in 2022 to 15.4 per cent in 2025.
As at end-September, 2026, tax revenue
increased significantly compared to the same
period of 2025, by recording 85 per cent of
the annual target of 2026.
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e  Central Government debt has also declined
from 114.2 per cent of GDP in 2022 to 94.9
per cent in 2025, which is already below the
programme target of 95 per cent by 2032.

Social Outcomes

e  Social spending targets were met for the first
time in the programme’s history in 2025.

e The Government incurred 3.4 per cent of
GDP on household subsidies and transfers in
2025, of which 0.7 per cent was directed to
the Aswesuma programme.

e Headline inflation fell from nearly 70 per
cent in September, 2022 to 2.1 per cent in
December, 2025.

All in all, the achievements confirm that the
EFF programme has delivered transformative
outcomes, moving Sri Lanka from crisis to
recovery to stabilization within three years,
while building an institutional resilience to
manage further shocks, including Cyclone
“Ditwah” and the Middle-East conflict.

The assessment of the objectives of this particular
programme is analysed under seven pillars.

Pillar 1- Revenue-Based Fiscal Consolidation:
Exceeded

The Central Government primary balance moved
from a deficit of 3.7 per cent to 5.4 per cent of
GDP in 2025, far exceeding the programme target
of 2.3 per cent of GDP. Tax revenue also rose
from 7.3 per cent to 15.4 per cent of GDP, nearly
doubling within three years. The Public Financial
Management Act No. 44 of 2024 was enacted,
establishing binding fiscal rules and accountability
mechanisms. The Integrated Treasury
Management Information System - ITMIS - was
fully rolled out, the SVAT system was repealed
and replaced with a risk-based VAT refund
scheme, and the Fiscal Strategy Statement and the
Fiscal Risk Statement were published for the first
time in June, 2025. Cost-recovery pricing for fuel
and electricity was established through automatic,
formula-based adjustment mechanisms.

Pillar 2 - Stronger Social Safety Nets: Achieved

The “Aswesuma” social protection programme
was established with a new, objectively
determined eligibility framework based on a
national Social Registry. Social spending targets
were met for the first time in the programme’s
history in 2025. Energy subsidies were targeted
exclusively to low-consumption households,
ensuring that support reached those who need it
most. The Government incurred 3.4 per cent of
GDP on household subsidies and transfers in 2025,
of which 0.7 per cent was directed to the
“Aswesuma” programme.
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Pillar 3 - Sovereign Debt Restructuring:
Substantially Realized

Sri Lanka’s debt restructuring is near completion.
Agreements-in-principle or signed agreements
have been reached with the Official Creditors
Committee, China Exim Bank, China
Development Bank and ISB bondholders.
Sovereign bond spreads fell from approximately
1900 basis points at the onset of the crisis to
around 520 basis points by early 2025.

The Public Debt Management Office was
established in December, 2024 and the Medium-
Term Debt Management Strategy 2025-2029 was
published. Central Government Debt declined
from 114.2 per cent of GDP in 2022 to 94.9 per
cent in 2025.

Pillar 4 - Resorting Price Stability and
Rebuilding International Reserves: Achieved

Headline inflation fell from nearly 70 per cent in
September, 2022 to 2.1 per cent in December,
2025. Even amid the Middle Eastern crisis,
inflation has remained broadly around the target,
recording 6.8 per cent in June, 2026. Gross
Official Reserves were rebuilt from near-zero in
early 2022 to US Dollars 6.9 billion by end-
August, 2026. The Central Bank Act was enacted
in July, 2023, establishing price stability as the
primary mandate and prohibiting monetary
financing. The exchange rate operates under a
fully market-determined, flexible framework.
Monetary financing has been fully eliminated.

Pillar 5 - Safeguarding Financial Stability:

Achieved

The Banking Act was amended in April, 2024,
strengthening supervisory standards, governance
and audit independence for State-owned banks.
The parate execution moratorium was lifted in
2025, enabling banks to resolve Non-Performing
Loans and expand credit. Private sector credit was
expanded by approximately 25 per cent year-on-
year by end-2025.

Pillar 6 - Addressing Governance and
Corruption Vulnerabilities: Achieved

The Anti-Corruption Act was enacted in July,
2023, harmonized with the United Nations
Convention Against Corruption - UNCAC. The
asset recovery law, that is, the Proceeds of Crime
Act, No. 5 of 2025, was also enacted. The IMF
Governance Diagnostic Assessment Report was
published in September, 2023. CIABOC was
operationalized with a new strategic plan and
electronic Asset Declaration System.
Amendments to the Strategic Development
Projects Act and the Colombo Port City Economic
Commission Act introduced transparent, rules-
based eligibility criteria for tax incentives. The
Beneficial Ownership Registry was
operationalized in August, 2025.
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Pillar 7 - Structural Reforms to Unlock Growth
Potential: On Track

All import restrictions on motor vehicles were
fully removed in January, 2025, removing a major
impediment to trade and investment. Para-tariff
rationalization is ongoing under the World Bank
DPO commitments. The Women Empowerment
Act was enacted in July, 2024. The MSME
support framework has been strengthened through
targeted credit programmes. SOE restructuring is
ongoing, supported by improved governance and
performance monitoring frameworks.

®0 Bewdss G506
(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon.

Minister, can you make it brief and mention

only the salient features?

@G (89008 w) aBF Swsdn Swmo

(wrairifle (50rB5) ojmflss sups)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

There are many points to make, but I will just try to
summarize, Sir.

©

The Government acknowledges the challenges and
hardships faced by the people of Sri Lanka due to
a nation-driven to bankruptcy and the elevated cost
of living during the adjustment period. These
measures were necessary to restore fiscal
sustainability and were not without cost. However,
had these reforms not been implemented, the
economic situation would have been far worse.
The country is now seeing the benefits of these
reforms with the benefits of macroeconomic
stability and renewed growth being felt directly by
the people of Sri Lanka.

The Government is continuing efforts to ensure the
flow of these benefits to citizens across the
country. These reforms have resulted in
improvements in economic well-being, as
evidenced by the following measurable outcomes:

1. The Aswesuma  Social  Protection
Programme has ensured that the most
vulnerable households were  protected
throughout the period of adjustment. The
Government incurred 3.4 per cent of GDP
on household subsidies and transfers in
2025.

2. The labour force participation rate has also
risen to 49.4 per cent in 2025, reflecting

improved confidence and economic
opportunities.
3. Energy subsidies-2026 were targeted

exclusively to low-consumption households
consuming less than 180 kWh per month,
ensuring that support was directed to those
who need it most rather than subsidizing
higher-income households, as the previous
system had done.

(d
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4. Headline inflation, which peaked as nearly
70 per cent in September, 2022, was
brought down to 2.1 per cent in December,
2025. Even in the midst of the Middle
Eastern crisis, inflation has remained
broadly around the target, recording 6.8 per
cent in June, 2026, and is expecting to
remain around the flexible inflation target
of 5.0 per cent in the medium term.

5. Private sector credit, which contracted
during the crisis, was expanded by
approximately 25 per cent year-on-year by
end-2025.

6. Commercial bank lending rates, which
reached around 29 per cent in late 2022,
have declined to approximately 10.6 per
cent by end-July 2026.

Yes. The economic growth, employment
generation and export performance envisaged at
the commencement of the programme have been
achieved. Investment recovery has shown
encouraging early signs, though the full
materialization of foreign direct investment
remains an ongoing priority, reflecting structural
challenges in the investment environment that are
being actively addressed.

Economic Growth: Achieved and Exceeded

e The recovery has been broad-based. The
industry sector was expanded by 7.8 per
cent in 2025, supported by construction,
manufacturing and mining and quarrying.
The service sector, which accounts for 54. 6
per cent of GDP, grew by 3.3 per cent,
driven by food and accommodation,
financial services, information technology
and transportation.

e The recovery has demonstrated resilience in
the face of significant external shocks,
Cyclone “Ditwah” in November, 2025 and
the Middle-East conflict beginning in
February, 2026, without abandoning fiscal
discipline or reversing core reforms.

Employment Generation: Materializing

e The unemployment rate declined to 3.7 per
cent in June, 2026 from 4.4 per cent in
2024, reflecting the absorption of workers
into a recovering economy.

e The labour force participation rate rose to
49.4 per cent in 2025, reflecting growing
confidence and economic opportunity.

e FEmployment generation has been broad-
based, with positive contributions from the
industry sector, particularly construction,
services and agriculture.

Export Expansion: Positive Performance

e Merchandize export earnings grew by 6.3
per cent to US Dollars 13, 581. 4 million in
2025, driven by improvements across both
industrial and agricultural exports.
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Tourism arrivals reached 2,362,521 in 2025
with earnings of US Dollars 3.2 billion.
Workers’ remittances grew by 22. 8 per
cent to US Dollars 8,076.2 million in 2025.

Investment Inflows: Showing Early Recovery

e Foreign direct investment has shown early
signs of recovery (net inflow US Dollars
661.5 million in 2023 vs US Dollars 945.7
million in 2025), supported by improved
macroeconomic  stability, a  market-
determined exchange rate and gradual
implementation of investment climate
reforms.

Yes. The Government has assessed the impact of
programme reforms on SMEs, self-employed
persons, salaried employees and vulnerable groups
and has provided targeted relief accordingly. Their
economic conditions have materially improved as
a result of macroeconomic stabilization, lower
interest rates and targeted support measures.

Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs) and
Self-Employed Persons

The normalization of inflation and the
progressive reduction of commercial bank
lending rates from around 29 per cent in late
2022 to approximately 10.6 per cent by end
-June, 2026 have substantially improved
operating conditions for SMEs and self-
employed persons, who were among the
most severely affected by the crisis.

Private  sector credit expanded by
approximately 25 per cent year-on-year by
end-2025, restoring the availability of
working capital and investment finance for
small businesses.

In 2025, over Rs. 11 billion was disbursed
to more than 1,500 MSMEs under the
SMELOC and SMELOC?2 credit facilities,
supporting  enterprise  recovery  and
expansion.

The National Credit Guarantee Institution
Limited - NCGIL- established as a public-
private partnership, provided guarantees
worth Rs. 5.1 billion to 1,234 enterprises,
significantly improving access to finance
for businesses lacking collateral. Of these,
20 per cent of guarantees were provided to
women-led businesses, and 25 per cent
were directed to priority sectors including
agriculture, IT, exports and tourism.

The MSME Re-energizing Programme
refinanced Rs. 14.6 billion in loans,
providing critical relief to both performing
enterprises and distressed  businesses
recovering from the economic crisis.

®
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Salaried Employees

Public sector employees received their first
substantive salary adjustment since 2016 in
2025, with the full adjustment being
implemented in phases through 2027.

The Personal Income Tax exemption
threshold was increased from Rs. 1,200,000
per annum to Rs. 1,800,000 per annum,
providing direct relief to lower and middle-
income salaried employees.

A phased revision of the pensions of all
public servants who retired before January,
2020 was introduced, addressing long-
standing pension anomalies and improving
the financial well-being of retirees.

Vulnerable Groups

The “Aswesuma” Social Protection
programme, established with objectively
determined eligibility criteria based on the
national Social Registry, provides targeted
monthly cash transfers to poor, extremely
poor, elderly, disabled and chronically ill
persons. Social spending targets were met
for the first time in the programme’s history
in 2025.

The Government incurred 3.4 per cent of
GDP on household subsidies and transfers
in 2025, of which 0.7 per cent was directed
to the “Aswesuma” programme, ensuring
that the most vulnerable households were
protected throughout the period of
adjustment.

Energy subsidies which were provided in
response of the Middle-East conflict were
targeted exclusively to low-consumption
households consuming less than 180 kWh
of electricity per month, ensuring that
support is directed to those who need it
most.

Sri Lanka has made significant progress in
restoring macroeconomic stability
following the severe economic crisis
experienced in 2022, which disrupted
economic activity, generated exceptionally
high inflationary pressures, weakened the
external sector and created substantial
macroeconomic imbalances. The
implementation of a comprehensive
macroeconomic adjustment and reform
programme has since supported a gradual,
but notable recovery, helping restore
stability, rebuild confidence and advance
debt sustainability. Key macroeconomic
indicators now demonstrate a marked
improvement compared to conditions that
prevailed during the crisis period.

Price stability has improved substantially
following the unprecedented inflationary
pressures experienced during the 2022
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crisis. Supported by prudent monetary
policy measures and improved
macroeconomic conditions, inflation
declined significantly during 2024 and
2025, with headline inflation reaching 2.1
per cent by end-2025. Although inflation
increased during the first half of 2026,
largely reflecting the pass-through of higher
global energy prices and related domestic
price adjustments, inflation remained
broadly aligned with the Central Bank’s
medium-term target, and is under control.

e The external sector has demonstrated
notable resilience during the recovery
period, with the Current Account of the
balance of payments recording a surplus for
the third consecutive year in 2025,
Improved foreign exchange inflows
strengthened liquidity conditions in the
domestic foreign exchange market and
supported the continued accumulation of
official reserve assets, resulting in Gross
Official Reserves increasing significantly to
around US Dollars 6.9 billion by end-
August, 2026, despite external debt
servicing obligations and higher imports
mainly on account of energy and vehicle
imports.

e The Central Bank has maintained a flexible
and market-based exchange rate policy
throughout the recovery period, allowing
exchange rate movements to reflect
underlying market conditions while
ensuring orderly functioning of the
domestic foreign exchange market.

e However, risks to macroeconomic stability
remain. Despite the Iran-US ceasefire
agreement, external risks persist from
possible escalation of geopolitical tensions,
including in the Middle East, which could
disrupt global energy markets and increase
import costs, thereby exerting inflationary
pressures and affecting the external sector.
In addition, tighter global financial
conditions, fragmentation in global trade
and slower growth in key trading partner
economies could also weigh on export
earnings, tourism inflows and worker
remittances. On the domestic front, climate-
related vulnerabilities, including adverse
weather patterns associated with El Nino
conditions, could affect agricultural output,
hydropower generation and food price
stability. These developments highlight the
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@0 (80028w) eBF Swsdm Swmo
(wrabr e, (sTHS) oo gujbs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Sir, I will finalize in a minute.

(g) & (h) Sri Lanka’s current IMF EFF programme is on
track to conclude successfully in March, 2027,
marking the completion of its economic reform
and recovery efforts under the arrangement. In
parallel, discussions are currently underway
regarding the options beyond the current
programme, reflecting a shift from crisis-driven
support towards a more sustainable, long-term
growth targeted engagement model.

(1) Does not arise.
() Details are given in Annex 01.

I will just read out the total number relevant to
debt servicing of the IMF programme. Based on
the loans received as of now, the total debt
servicing amounts to US Dollars 3.04 billion
spanning up to 2036.

(k) Details are given in Annex 02.

As regards the Debt Service Payments to
Creditors from 2028 to 2048, just to mention
2028, the total debt servicing will amount to US
Dollars 3.2 billion, whereas in 2048, it will
amount to US Dollars 2.5 billion.

Sir, I table* Annexes 01 and 02.
Thank you very much.

@0 Bewdss »OrzNGEHDO)
(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, you want to seek a

clarification, I believe.

®G 08 G eBNGBZ DV
(oreirfl@ roll menTTHTIWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I have many clarifications to be sought, Sir, within the

limited time. But, I will do my best.

®S Bewdsns O51EmR )
(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Go ahead, please.

MG 68 O BB DV
(oressryfl@ rall SmewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, you did not have that sense of adventurousness

during the Answer to the previous Question, which took
39 minutes. That is my problem. But, I will restrict
myself.

need to maintain strong policy buffers and
growth enhancing reforms.

®6 Berdss mOznEDR )

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeurssr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, can you make it brief, please.

* gedmmeed Dds .
* preflewsisslel) eneudsLiLL (Hlerergy.
* Placed in the Library.
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Hon. Minister, I asked this Question owing to certain
matters also referred to in the present IMF Report. You
mentioned that the economic situation in the country is
healthy. But, you would see that pawning, during the past
six months, has increased by 128 per cent over last year.
For six months, the total pawning has gone up by Rs. 1.1
billion. That is a problem of the people.

Then, the total debt of the country has moved up from
Rs. 28.3 trillion in September, 2024 to Rs. 33.6 trillion, as
of this moment. That is an increase of Rs. 5.2 trillion in
23 months. You also say that inflation has come down,
but it has gone up to 8.1 per cent; food inflation went up
by 8.7 per cent.

Likewise, the cost of capital, which was previously at
8.3 per cent, is at 11.3 per cent overall today. It is a 2 per
cent increase on the Rs. 33.4 trillion cost that is there. So,
the problem that exists is that people basically face ill-
affordability in today’s context. You are saying that there
is a primary surplus, but that happens because you are not
spending on Capital Expenditure. So, as a result, the
surplus goes against the primary surplus and then,
artificially, you are showing that there is an increase.
Hon. Minister, it is not we who are saying this, but it is
your information that makes us question you.

Likewise, the World Bank says that Rs. 500 billion
had been allocated for Cyclone "Ditwah", but only 8.3 per
cent of it has been spent. The displaced by "Ditwah" do
not have houses; their children are unable to go school
and they do not have food. And, the Government has
money, but you all are not spending it.

Now, there is a limited amount of money or scarce
resources, and you are allocating those scarce resources to
meet the total demand that is there across the country.
But, the issue is, you all are not solving the problems, but
only increasing the debt of this country. So, Hon.
Minister, your Answer has not given the solutions to the
problems we have raised.

The seventh tranche of the IMF has not been approved
in toto simply because they see that State-owned
enterprises have not been commercialized and the debt-to-
GDP ratio - you all are living in the dead past - as of
today, is still 103 per cent of GDP.

®6 Berdss mOznEmRO)

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, come on to your particular
clarification, please.

MO 68 S IBNGBZ DY

(orenTfl@ rall &mesTTHTLSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

My clarification is that we are talking of the same
statistics. Unlike various other matters which are
theoretical in nature, these are not about human rights, but
about the living conditions of the people. Hon. Minister, I
know you have a bad brief, and you have got to take that
bad brief from the little that is there, but please ensure

there is a sense of honesty. Do not let the fiscal side take
responsibility for the monetary failure. 1 do not
understand why you need to basically take upon yourself
the incompetence of the Ministry of Finance when the
responsibility lies somewhere else. Repeatedly, this
defence is the problem.

@6 Berdss OB

(wrevryfl@ Lrdld FurbTwsi SjeuTger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, we are not going into a lengthy debate
on this.

@G (80028w) @B F BwsIn Swvmo
(wrabr e () o guibs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Sir, I will give a very brief explanation.

®0 Bewrdss OrBNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdd surprwsi jeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Give a very very brief explanation because we have to
move on to the main Business of the Day, Hon. Minister.

@G (80028w) gBF SwsIm Dwmo
(oraryfl@ (serBld) ojafled gwbs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)
Okay, Sir.

Regarding credit expansion, of course, what matters
for the Government with regard to stabilization and
moving from stabilization to transformation is
Government debt sustainability, and that is on track. Our
target is to achieve 95 per cent by the end of 2032, and
we have already achieved that target. That is what matters
for governance. However, in the economy, in a way, the
growth in private credit is also good, as long as it really
expands economic activities. To some extent, | agree that
private credit may go towards importation, expansion of
businesses or maybe towards consumption as well. Also,
I agree that pawning may have increased.  That is
mainly due to some exceptional situations and not due to
the prolonged or continuing issue. That is mainly due to
the Middle East crisis, which has put an enormous
pressure on the prices of food and other items. So, that is
the reason.

When it comes to inflation, that is connected. Inflation
goes up to 8 per cent, which, of course, is by a little bit.

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, make yourself brief please.

@G (80028w) @B E SwsIn Swmo
(wrevrLflg (seorPlS) Spefled ewibs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)
Sure, Hon. Deputy Speaker.

That eight per cent is just above the inflation target
framework of 5 per cent. Then, we will continue with this
particular framework for the next three years as well.
Our upper bound is 7 per cent and now, it is 8 per cent.
We are hopeful that we could maintain a single-digit
inflation.
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The rise in the cost of capital is also for the time
being; yes, it is due to these temporary measures. Sir, we
have to give an answer to these. Otherwise, the facts
given or highlighted by Hon. Member will be taken as the
truth. Then, again- [Interruption.]

6 Beradss HOznEmRO)

(orevwsryLilg Lrdld suTBTLST Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, could you please wrap up? -
[Interruption.]

@S (§0D28w) ¢BE SwsIm Swmo

(wredrifl@ (sorBg)) Sjerflsd epwihs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

When it comes to the fiscal consolidation, revenue
mobilization and the spending efficiency, the Hon.
Member mentioned that we have achieved this target by
not spending, which is not true. Our revenue mobilisation
has increased. As of now, of the total target, we would
have achieved only 75 per cent, but already, we have
achieved 85 per cent. It clearly indicates how efficiently
we have mobilized our revenue. Therefore, that is not
true.

Whatever slowness that is there with regard to
expenditure would be caught up by the end of the year.
Even any deficiencies in spending the allocation for
"Ditwah" would be settled towards the end. If there is
anything related to Capital Expenditure, we will move it
forward to next year to complete all these targets.

Thank you very much.

G Berdss HSOI1zNEHR )
(oreryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Public Business.

Item No. 1 in today’s Order Paper, Anti-Corruption
(Amendment) Bill, to be moved by the Hon. Leader of the
House.

B Dedid (s.erldm)ums emg®un

2arpe 6T LIL) (Sl (HSSLD) FL L eLpsvLd
ANTI-CORRUPTION (AMENDMENT) BILL

@¢d2» OO Bwde® Hewlww Hwd» G&.
B TesTL_ 1D BIIDSTEIT 5L L6060 UTHSBLILIL LS.

Order for Second Reading read.

@G IOF oFnem OV (¥Drwm), DW®be w©w»
008m ©080m g@ms w6y ©8Ged®xIned
83IBNBDR D)
(oreryflg Mwed rHprwss - CuresGurss, GBOHEH
wHmid [T S TNEVIGE ) O|EWLOEF (LD
UTTTERHLOGTME FenL ng,si)(m@d})
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)
@0 Bewdds »ONEDROB, O BndBBHS
00500y, "vm emY®uD Y 0D D Bwdw gne"®
® e@wdsz DS,

G wef@d mom GE.

IsoTIT ST(RIGSNMILDLILIGILIDD /.
Question proposed.

FTEMEVE 6T

oG (eedes) mBsle swBuds wvmor (eweds ©Y
YD  g@ums B  Peds) wbdded ydm
8308w ®2)

(wrewryll@  (weugglwi) Belhs LuwFleve - &STHTILD
wHMID CeuGTFar 201 & HYWWFFHID HYTFThISS &L Fuesr
PSDCHTOTFTEILD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)

®6; Bewdss DB ROB, -

@6 Berdss HOrBNEHRO)
(wrevryfl@ Urdld FurbTwsi Sjeuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Chief Government Whip?

©0 (eedexs) BB swBedes Ovmo

(oraryfl@ (waugglut) paflbs swglsven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

@O0 Bewids DONE®ROB, ¢d DD e DO
12.158. ®® ewddsn wOmO, 80 @owd Dedme wewo
©%000 WO B3 eTBIYD BB POBWO 8§D Good
®OY Bso.

@0 Berdss OrzNGEHDO)
(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeurser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Does the House agree?

@61 @5{@@61

(orevorLyfl@ 2 mitiesrigeir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

@0 Bewndss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
is suspended for lunch.

dedS® 5O o¢npEd 2080 gbQds &Y, ¢.t0
12.450 29 0» 8020 &

sy ywiey Bewr plmyssrni B, .. 12.45  wentflse
BT (Rd Yy rebLiomuimmy.
Sitting accordingly suspended till 12.45 p.m. and then resumed.

®S Bewdsns O151EmR )

(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

To start the Debate on Anti-Corruption (Amendment)
Bill, the Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, Leader of the House.

[e.00. 12.47]

®5 DOE S¥znem Dvwmo

(revorLyifl@ Losv U;j,g,rrmé;&)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO0 Bowd®s »Orsnemn®B, ¢ven 8odld (8.0addn)
oy ewmg@unm B8EAe 0cdnm O Bwde® Ddicw aadly
vles sFens’ @ddy B/BOO ©O gddd PO o
©ng 00m. fedvewsi® @8 BB yBRw-dmiea 8¢
DIFOB OO a8Woew HOBN® gewed ¢dD §DEed
988 OB DREeIT EOHDI, ON®r 6® eDERIeDE
B0 B2NBBBD® W wmdBIDD Bo» 0D 83 Beso.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, you have exhausted your
time.
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Hon. Member, you need to wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Prime Minister. The Floor is yours.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Ajith P. Perera. You have seven
minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya.]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]

1 80 5 eoxl D098 s ewg@send emdus w;5wd
B @29 w8 Bewlow o .

lyd  surssgBlailmng Soyd ourTsFs I  FLL PGS
LIGSMITS (3) 1555 CorswT(GloIosvrds s L swemtili i’ 1 gy.

Clauses 1 to 5 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 6.- (Amendment of section 80 of the principal enactment)
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(rewrfl@ (HevrBld)) anflesfl wr@sfw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Chairman, on behalf of the Hon. President, I
move,

"In page 4, leave out all words in line 24 and insert:

'(cc) proprietors, editors and members of the editorial staff' "
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 6, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 7.- (Amendment of section 81 of the principal enactment)

@S (§0028w) H¥BA ¢®5eyBew
(wrevrfl@ (sevrBld)) amiflest ywr@flw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, on behalf of the President, I move,

"In page 5, leave out all words in lines 6 to 14 (both
inclusive)".

eoonldme BEw» wgnw @ game Sz Y, &ws
808z Jes.

SBESLD GBI B) TDMY%CIsTaremLiLiL’ L g).

Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 7, ordered to be left out of the Bill.
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Clauses 8 to 10 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 11.- (Amendment of section 88 of the principal enactment)

@07 (9008w) 03B §®5eyBes
(oressrfl@ (STHld) apfesf owreEsMw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, on behalf of the President, I move,

(1) "In page 6, leave out all words in lines 11 to 14 (both
inclusive) and insert:

'in subsection (1) thereof, by the repeal of paragraph
(c) and the substitution therefore of the following
paragraph:-'";

(2) "In page 6, leave out all words in line 22 and insert:

[RIN

'declaration;' ";

(3) "In page 6, leave out all words in lines 23 to 28 (both
inclusive)"; and

(4) "In page 7, leave out all words in lines 1 to 26 (both
inclusive)".
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 11, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 12 to 16 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 17.- (Amendment of section 149 of the principal enactment)

@S (§0D28w) 08B ¢®5eBw
(wrewryll@ (HevrBld)) aniflesf oy @ flw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, on behalf of the President, I move,

(1) "In page 10, leave out all words in lines 23 to 30 (both
inclusive)"; and

(2) "In page 11, leave out all words in lines 1 to 11 (both
inclusive)".

00wl BEw» gpw w@» gams S@szm 8, esws
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 17, ordered to be left out of the Bill.
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Clauses 18 to 20 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Bill reported with Amendments.

@0 (890283) 08B ¢®5eyBes
(wressrfl@ (STBlF) anfesf ojwreEfw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Sir, I move,

"That the Bill, as amended, be now read the Third time".

I also request to give permission to correct the
language and typographical errors, grammatical errors,
numerical errors and consequential Amendments to the
Bill.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, [ move,

"That Parliament do now adjourn".

G 36008588 20 B8,
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
Adjournment Questions.
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(The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi)
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(The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi)
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(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)a

Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi, there is no provision for a
Supplementary Question or for a clarification on an
Adjournment Question.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I will give you 30 seconds, Hon. Member.
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(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you may provide a brief answer.

OC G®E-m® DrIgedmns dnmo

(oressryfl@ rrwedhisd ehSlrGssi)

(The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar)
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.00 p.m. until 9.30
a.m. on Friday, 09th October, 2026.
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GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS DAMAGED BY CYCLONE "DITWAH":
RESTORATION/ RECONSTRUCTION

2166/2026
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(The Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,

Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a) Will she inform this House, separately by each
district the -

(1) number of government schools damaged by
Cyclone "Ditwah";

(i) nature of the damage caused to those
schools and the estimated value of such
damage;

(iii)  financial provisions made thus far by the
Government, the Ministry, the provincial
councils, foreign aid programmes and other
institutions for damage restoration and the
implementation of reconstruction activities
in those schools;

(iv) number of schools that have been fully
reconstructed through the utilization of
those financial provisions; and

(v) number of schools in which repair or
reconstruction activities have not yet been
fully completed?

(b)  Will she also inform this House the total amount
of money required to restore the schools that have
not yet been repaired or reconstructed?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)
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@) QurmphsTE.

@

@

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

The number of Government schools
damaged by Cyclone “Ditwah” is 2,141.
The damaged schools, categorized by
district, are shown in column (i) of Annex
01* and Annex 02*. (Please refer Annex
01 and Annex 02 in Sinhala.)

The total estimated damage to those
schools is Rs. 13,135.47 million.

Buildings were completely destroyed,
partially damaged or sustained minor
damage due to landslides. Cracks
developed in the walls of buildings due to
ground subsidence. Roofs were damaged
by falling trees, and roofing sheets were
blown away by strong winds. Side retaining
walls, protective barriers and boundary
walls were also destroyed by landslides.

Funds allocated under the “Rebuilding Sri
Lanka” programme;

e Funds provided for damaged National

Schools by the Ministry of Education,

Higher  Education and  Vocational
Education;

+ Provincial Council Specific Development
Grants; and

+ UNICEF aid.

A total of Rs. 8,274.24 million has been
granted by those institutions and projects.
The details are provided by district in
columns (iii) of Annexes 01 and 02.

Nine hundred and fifty eight schools. They
are indicated by district in column (iv) of
Annexes 01 and 02.
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(v)  One thousand one hundred and eighty three
schools. They are indicated by district in
column (v) of Annexes 01 and 02.

(b) Rs. 4,79598 million. These allocations are
scheduled to be released in the future.

(¢) Notapplicable.
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DENGUE PATIENTS AND VICTIMS FROM 2021: DETAILS
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(The Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran)
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LOHMID UHLTHS SjigLiienL_uflepib;
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2025 wpmin 2026 sl yeTHBemsv GBI,
Cprewwds  SLQUUBSSHIUSDSTSS  CHfw,
wreu’ L. wHmId 2 ereemrm_dl
Bimieuer w1 nkigelley yrermisserred Cum
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Qg Tew & 6iT

e @)dFFemus@ Mlaliirrr?
@) @erCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House, separately, the number

of -
(1

(ii)

(iif)

dengue patients registered in each district
during each year from 2021 to date;

deaths attributed to dengue in each district
during the aforesaid period in each year;
and

dengue patients registered and deaths
reported to date, disaggregated by district,
month, age group and gender?

Will he also inform this House the -

@

(i)

(iii)

Districts and Medical Officer of Health
(MOH) Divisions in which the highest
numbers of dengue patients are currently
being reported;

measures that have been taken by the
Government at the national, provincial,
district and local government levels to curb
the spread of dengue during 2025 and
2026; and

amount of money allocated and expended
in each year for the implementation of the
aforesaid measures, separately?

If not, why?
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(b)

)

(if)

(iif)

(ii)

The number of registered dengue patients,
by district, is given in Annex 01%*.

The number of deaths attributed to dengue
during the said period, by district, is given
in Annex 02*,

The numbers of dengue patients registered
and deaths reported to date, disaggregated
by district, month, age group and gender
are given in Annex 03*.

Districts and Medical Officer of Health
(MOH) Divisions in which the highest
numbers of dengue patients are currently
being reported are given in Annex 04*.

* Periodically monitoring trends in
dengue patients and mosquito density.

* Investigation of dengue patients,
destruction of mosquito breeding places
and educating the public.

+ Reviewing the dengue disease situation
at provincial and national levels and
taking necessary actions accordingly.

* Providing national-level guidelines for
the prevention and control of the dengue
disease.

* Conducting training programmes for

staff  at all levels regarding activities
related to dengue prevention and
control.

* gedmmeed Dds .
* preflewsisslel) eneudsLiLL (Hlerergy.
* Placed in the Library.
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* Conducting Special Mosquito Control
Campaigns (SMCCs) in high-risk
Medical Officer of Health (MOH)
Divisions.

* Providing clinical training to hospital
staff to reduce morbidity and mortality,
supplying necessary equipment and
issuing treatment guidelines.

* Reviewing all dengue deaths by a
specialist panel and taking necessary
steps to identify and correct existing
shortcomings.

*  Vector mosquito control.

* Promoting and strengthening inter-
sectoral  cooperation at  national,
provincial, district and local government
levels.

* Conducting review and

meetings.

advisory

* Implementing risk communication and
public awareness programmes.

Since the National Dengue Control Unit
(NDCU) functions as the national centre for
the prevention and control of dengue
disease in Sri Lanka, the primary
responsibility of managing and coordinating
financial resources allocated for national-
level dengue control activities is entrusted
to the NDCU.

2025 fund allocation: Rs. 84.6 million was
allocated for dengue control activities, out
of which approximately Rs. 74.5 million
has been spent.

2026 fund allocation: Rs. 125 million has
been allocated for dengue control activities.

Main Areas of Fund Utilization:

Procurement of essential supplies, including
mosquito surveillance equipment, fogging
machines, and insecticides.

Training  programmes for  clinical,

surveillance and control staff.

Field supervision and special mosquito
control campaigns during high-risk/
outbreak periods.

Additional Expenses:

At provincial and district levels:
Provincial/district health authorities incur
separate expenses from their own budgets
for control activities including fogging.

Recurrent Expenditure: There are
separate recurrent expenses for staff
salaries, vehicles, fuel, maintenance and
operations.

Does not arise.
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) separately, the approved staff, the staff
currently serving and the number of posts
vacant in the Regional Base Hospitals
located in the Mannar, Mullaitivu and
Vavuniya Districts;
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(if) out of the aforesaid hospitals, the hospitals
which do not have ambulance facilities or
lack adequate ambulance facilities; and

(iii) the steps that have been taken to provide
ambulances to the aforesaid hospitals?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) separately, the number of doctors,
Community Health Medical Officers and
other staff serving in each Siddha medical
hospital functioning in the districts
mentioned in (a) (i) above;

(if)  out of the aforesaid hospitals, the number of
hospitals with in-patient facilities; and

(iii)  whether the approved cadre in the aforesaid
hospitals has been completely filled?

(c)  Will he further inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware of the requests that
have been made to upgrade the Mannar
Silavathurai Hospital and the
Iranailuppaikulam Primary Health Care
Hospital;

(i) if so, the steps that have been taken for
upgrading; and

(iii) the expected timeframe for upgrading the
aforesaid hospitals?

(d) Ifnot, why?

o0 (eedes) m»BsIe dwBedes Oum (eweds 6w
B @it w8y gedl) w¥dded yom
8308203225 ®9)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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(ii)

(iii)

The approved staff, the staff currently
serving and the number of posts vacant in
the Regional Base Hospitals located in the
Mannar, Mullaitivu, and Vavuniya Districts
are given in Annex a(i) *.

The hospitals which do not have ambulance
facilities or lack adequate ambulance
facilities are given in Annexes a(ii)* and a
(ii)*.

Ambulance facilities are inadequate for the
following  Divisional Hospitals, and
requests have been forwarded by these
hospitals to obtain ambulances:

Vankalai Hospital, Nanaddan Hospital,
Vidattaltivu Hospital, Silavatturai Hospital,
Alambil  Hospital, and Nedunkerny
Hospital.
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(b)

(M)

(if)

(ii)

There are no separate Ayurvedic hospitals
designated specifically as Siddha hospitals.
Ayurvedic doctors are recruited from all
three categories - Ayurveda, Siddha, and
Unani - and are generally treated as
Ayurvedic doctors. In the Ayurvedic
hospitals and Ayurvedic dispensaries within
the aforementioned districts, Siddha doctors
are predominantly deployed.

District Ayurvedic Hospital - Mannar
Ayurvedic Base Hospital - Vavuniya

District Ayurvedic Hospital - Mullaitivu

The approved cadres have not been fully
filled. However, sufficient staff is currently
deployed to maintain hospital operations
and patient care services without
interruption. Annex a(iv)* indicates the

approved cadres and vacancies for
Ayurvedic doctors in the Northern
Province.

* gefmmieed 3 ¢».
* preflewaiSBle) sweussLILIL (HeTensy.
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Yes.

The Northern Province Director of Health
Services has recommended upgrading
Silavatturai Hospital from Grade B to
Grade C, and that request had been
received by the Ministry of Health and
Mass Media.

Regarding the upgrading of Iranai-
Iluppaikulam  Primary  Health  Care
Hospital, no request has been forwarded to
the Ministry of Health and Mass Media to
date.

Since the request regarding the upgrading
of Silavatturai Hospital is currently under
evaluation, a specific timeline cannot be
provided at this time.

Does not arise.
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