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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 1 4" November, 2024)

A

Abayarathna, Abayarathna Herath Mudiyanselage Harischandra (Puttalam)
Abeygunawardhana, Rohitha Piyathissa (Kalutara)

Abeysena, H.T. Chrishantha Silva (Gampaha)

Abeysinghe, Chathuranga (Colombo)

Abeysinghe, Nihal (Kalutara)

Abeywickrama, Upali Priyantha (Gampaha)

Adaikkalanathan, Amirthanathan (Vanni)

Ajantha, Gammeddage (Matara)

Alawathuwala, Jayadewa Chandrawansa (Kurunegala)

Appuhamy, Makawita Arachchige Don Hector Hyginus (Puttalam)
Archchuna, Ramanathan (Jaffna)

Ariyawansha, Basuriyage (Ratnapura)

Arkam, Muhammadu Ilyas Muhammadu (Matara)

Amarasuriya, Harini (Colombo)

Ariyarathne, Ms. Kaushalya (Colombo)

Aslam, M.K. Muhammadu (Kurunegala)

Athambawa, Aboobucker (National List)

Athauda, Mrs. Athauda Arachchillage Sagarika Gangani (Kegalle)

B

Balagalla, B.R.M. Sudath (Badulla)

Bandara, Kekiriwaththe Ralalage Nanda (Kegalle)

Bandara, Nungamuwa Ralalage Padmasiri (Polonnaruwa)

Bandara, T.M. Ravindra Aruna (Badulla)

Basnayaka, Ekanayaka Mudiyanselage Gedara Kumbure Gedara (Mahanuwara)
Bhashana, H.G. Lasith (Gampaha)

Biyanwila, Biyanwilage Sunil Jayalath (Matale)

Chandrasekar, Ramalingam (National List)

Dammika, Hettithanthri Patabendige (Kegalle)

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla)

De Lal, Naligama Hewage Asela Naleen (Galle)

De Silva, Ginige Mahendra Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, Sugath Wasantha (National List)

Dharmasena, Wijesinghe Herath Mudiyanselage (Monaragala)
Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayake, Dissanayake Mudiyanselage Thanura Harshana (Mahanuwara)
Dissanayake, D.M. Dharmapriya (Kurunegala)

Dissanayake, D.M. Sujeewa Indika (Kurunegala)
Dissanayake, Gamagedara (Matale)

Dodawatta, Susantha (Colombo)

Egoda Vithana, Asitha Niroshana (Colombo)



Ivi

Faizal, Muhammadu Jaleel Muhammad (Puttalam)

Fasmin, Mohomad Sharif Mohomad (Mahanuwara)

Fernando, Anthonige Anil Jayantha (Gampaha)

Fernando, Mihidukulasuriya Weebaddage Janath Chithral (Puttalam)
Fernando, T.J. Priyan Stepni (Gampaha)

Galappaththi, Arachchige Nihal (Hambantota)

Galappaththi, Chathura Harsha Kumara (Matara)

Gamage, Sunil Kumara (National List)

Gamage, Thiththagalla Gamage Rathna (Galle)

Ganesan, Mano (National List) [From 12th December, 2024]
Gangani, Mrs. M.A.C.S. Chathuri (Monaragala)

Gihan, Ajith (Puttalam)

Gunarathna, Ruwan Wijeweera (Monaragala)

Gunasekara, Eranga (Colombo)

Gunasena, Medage Manjula Prasanna Kumara (Mahanuwara)
Gunasena, P.P. Ashoka (Kurunegala)

Gunasingha, Millagala Wedaralalage Nandana Upali (Kegalle)
Gunasingha, Mrs. Samanmali (Colombo)

Gunawardana, I.M. Nishantha Jagath Kumara (Kurunegala)

H

Hakeem, Abdul Rauff Hibathul (Mahanuwara)

Handunnetti, Sunil (Matara)

Hemachandra, Arun (Trincomalee)

Hemachandra, Ms. Lakmali Kanchana (National List)

Herath, Appuhami Arachchilage Jeewantha Bhagya Sri (Anuradhapura)
Herath, Mrs. H.M. Geetha Rathna Kumari (Kurunegala)

Herath, H.M. Vijitha (Gampaha)

Hettiarachchi, H.A.D. Sudarsha Champika (Gampaha)
Hettiaratchi, Chandima (Kalutara)

Hewage, Athula Welandagoda (Hambantota)

Hizbullah, Mahumudu Lewwei Aalim Muhammadu (Batticaloa)

Ilankumaran, Karunanathan (Jaffna)
Indika, Najith (National List)

Jayakody, Anton Sarath (Puttalam)

Jayakody, Punya Sri Kumara (National List)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayaratne, Anuradha Lanka Pradeep (Mahanuwara)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekera, Aruna (National List)

Jayasingha, Mrs. Jayaneththi Koralalage Dona Thushari (Mahanuwara)
Jayasinghe, S.P.S. Mahindawansha (Gampaha)

Jayasundara, Thotagamuwe Kankanamge (Galle)

Jayatissa, Appuhamilage Nalinda (Kalutara)

Jayawardhana, R.M. (Monaragala)

Jayawardhana, Senadheerage Don Kavinda Heshan (Gampaha)

Jayaweera, Dilith Susantha (National List)

Jayaweera, Hapuarachchige Kosala Nuwan (Kegalle) [Died, 06th April, 2025]
Jayaweera, Ushettige Don Nishantha (National List) [From 07th July, 2025]
Jegatheeswaran, Arumugam Mayilvaganam (Vanni)
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Kabir, Mohomed Hashim Mohomed (Kegalle)

Kalaichelvi, Ms. Krishnan (Nuwara Eliya)

Kariapper, Mohamed Nizam (National List) [From 12th December, 2024]
Karunanayake, Sandres Raveendra (National List)

Karunaratne, Namal (Kurunegala)

Karunathilaka, Anura (National List)

Karunathilleka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kavirathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiyegedara Rohini Kumari Wijerathna (Matale)
Kiriella, Mrs. Chamindranee Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Kithsiri, Gamlakshage Upul (Ratnapura)

Kodeeswaran, Kaveenthiran (Digamadulla)

Kodithuwakku, Janitha Ruwan (National List)

Kodithuwakku, Kodithuwakku Arachchige Jagath Manuwarna (Mahanuwara)
Kottahachchi, Mrs. Nilanthi (Kalutara)

Kugathasan, Kathiravelu Shanmugam (Trincomalee)

Kumara, Herath Mudiyanselage Gayan Janaka (Puttalam)

Kumara, H.M. Dinindu Saman (Badulla)

Kumara, H.M. Sarath (Monaragala)

Kumara, K.D. Chaminda Lalith (Gampaha)

Lal Kantha, Kuragamage Don (Mahanuwara)

Lakmali, Mrs. Rajagalbada Gamage Nilusha (Ratnapura)
Lakshamana, Namal Sudarshana (Kurunegala)

Liyanage, Udagama Liyanage Waruna Priyantha (Ratnapura)

M

Madarasinghe, Saliya Sandaruwan (Hambantota)

Madduma Bandara, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)

Madhuranga, N.R. Prageeth (Gampaha)

Madugoda, Gamage Chanaka Sampath (Galle)

Mabharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Mapalagama, Ruwan Nishantha (Gampaha)

Marikkar, Saidulla Musthajab (Colombo)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Meththapala, Abeywickrama Liyanage (Matara)

Mohamad, Mohammadu Farook Riyas (Mahanuwara)

Muhammedu, Ismail Muththu Muhammedu (National List) [From 12th December, 2024][Resigned on 28th
November 2025]

Muneer, M.M. Mohamad (Gampaha)

Musthapha, Mohomed Faiszer (National List) [From 11th December, 2024]

N

Naleem, Mohamed Sali (National List) [From 22nd November, 2024] [Resigned on 14th March, 2025]
Nanayakkara, Harshana (Colombo)

Nanayakkara, Sena (Anuradhapura)

Nawarathna, Wasala Mudiyanselage Susantha Kumara (Anuradhapura)

Nelson, Hewa Gajaman Paththinige Kins Kumar (Polonnaruwa)

Nipuna Arachchi, Lakshman (Colombo)

P

Palihena, Palihenage Don Nimal Karunasiri (Anuradhapura)
Panagoda, Aruna (Colombo)

Pannilage, Upali (National List)

Pathmakumara, Nandana (Kalutara)
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Pathma Kumara, Subasingha Shantha (Ratnapura)

Paulraj, Mrs. Saroja Savithri (Matara)

Perera, Ajith Pathmakantha (Kalutara)

Perera, Hettiarachchige Dinesh Hemantha (Matale)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Kolomba Thanthreege Nishantha (Galle)

Pinnagoda Vithana, Jagath Premalal (Kalutara)

Piyathissa, Lankapeli Gedara Wasantha (Digamadulla)
Ponnambalam, Gajendrakumar Kangesar (Jaffna)

Prabu, Kanthasamy (Batticaloa)

Pradeep, Sundaralingam (Ratnapura)

Prasad, Warnakulasuriya Madduma Muthukalage Amila (Gampaha)
Premadasa, Sajith (Colombo)

Premanath, Baraniwala Liyanage Lal (Matara)

Premathilaka, Mrs. Gammana Liyanage Hasara Nayanathara (Galle)
Priyadarshana, A.A. Ajith Shantha (Monaragala)

Priyasanjana, Akmeemana Gamage Roshan (Trincomalee)

Pushpa Kumara, Landuyaya Ralalage Karuwalamulle Wasantha (Ratnapura)

R

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)

Rahman, Mohommed Mujibur (Colombo)

Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Lakshman Namal (National List)

Rajapaksha, Dingiriyalage Sunil (Ratnapura)

Rajapaksha, Rajapaksha Pedige Manoj Kumar (Kegalle)

Rajeevan, Jeyachandramoorthy (Jaffna)

Ranasingha, R.A. Sanjeewa (Kalutara)

Ranasinghe, Herath Mudiyanselage Susil (Anuradhapura)

Ranasinghe, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Samantha (Kegalle) [From 08th April, 2025]
Ranasinghe, Ruwan Chaminda (National List)

Ranganath, Aluthduwa Hewa Gunawardhana Danushka (Kalutara)

Ranwala, R.A. Asoka Sapumal (Gampaha)

Rasamanickam, Shanakiyan Rahul Rajaputhiran (Batticaloa)

Rathnasiri, Banneka Mudiyanselage Sunil (Polonnaruwa)

Rathnayaka, Majula Meemana Sugath (Digamadulla)

Rathnayaka, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Suranga (Anuradhapura)

Rathnayake, Bimal Niroshan (National List)

Rathnayake, Gamini (National List)

Rathwaththe, Mrs. Abeysingha Mudiyanselage Medagedara Muthumenike (Digamadulla)
Ravikaran, Thurairasa (Vanni)

Rifan, Habeebu Lebbe Mohammed (National List) [From 23rd September, 2026]
Rishard, Abdul (Vanni)

Rukmal, Udumalagala Gamage Thilanka (Galle)

Ruwanthilaka, Jayakody Arachchige (Gampaha)

Salih, Mohomed Rizvie (Colombo)

Samarakoon, Mallawa Mudiyanselage Thilina Tharuka (Anuradhapura)

Samarasingha, Rathnayaka Hettige Upali (National List)

Samarasinghe, Herath Mudiyanselage Wasantha (Anuradhapura)

Samaraweera, Nishantha (Galle)

Samivel, Ms. Ambika (Badulla)

Sarath, Tikiri Bandalage (Polonnaruwa)

Sathiyalingam, Pathmanathan (National List)

Selvaraj, Kitnan (Badulla)

Senarath, Prabha Ruwan (Hambantota)

Senarathna, Dimiyawe Arachchillage Janaka (Ratnapura)

Senasinghe, Arjuna Sujeewa (National List) [From 12th December, 2024]

Senevi, Hiniduma Sunil (Ratnapura)

Senevirathna, Senanayake Senevirathna Herath Mudiyanselage Welakona Waththe Gedara Madhura Daham Bandara
(Nuwara Eliya)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)
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Srinath, Elayathamby (Batticaloa)

Sooriyaarachchi, Chandana (Colombo)

Sooriyabandara, G.D. (Kurunegala)

Sri Bavanandarajah, Shanmuganathan (Jaffna)

Srineshan, Gnanamuththu (Batticaloa)

Sujeewa, Ms. W.A. Hemali (Gampaha)

Suraweera, Dewananda (Colombo)

Suraweera Arachchi, Trimesh Manjula (Nuwara Eliya)

Suriyapperuma, Harshana (National List) [Resigned on 20th June, 2025]

T

Thahir, Muhammadhaliyar Muhammadhu (Digamadulla)

Thabhir, Naina Thambi Marrikkar Mohamed (National List)[From 02nd December, 2025]
Thennakoon, T.M. Chandana Mihira Bandara (Kurunegala)

Thigambaram, Palani (Nuwara Eliya)

Thilaganathan, Sellaththamby (Vanni)

Thilakarathne, Mrs. Premasiri Pathiranalage Anushka Darshanie (Nuwara Eliya)
Thilakaratne, Sugath (National List)

Thondaman, Jeevan Kumaravel (Nuwara Eliya)

U
Umanga, Mrs. Oshani (Kalutara)
Uthumalebbe, Meera Sahibu (Digamadulla)

A%
Viddyarathna, K.V. Samantha (Badulla)
Vitharana, Aravinda Senarath (Hambantota)

W

Wasalage, Mrs. Deepthi Niranjani (Matale)

Wasalathilaka, Wasalathilaka Gedara Nayana Priyankara (Badulla)

Watagala, Sunil (Colombo)

Wazeeth, Mohamed Sheriff Abthul (National List) [From 03rd July, 2025] [Resigned on 14th September, 2026]
Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weeraratne, Eranga Udesh (National List)

Welipitiya, Welipitiyalage Rohan Kanchana (Kegalle)

Wickramaratne, Idampitiyegedara Wanigasuriya Mudiyanselage Jagath (Polonnaruwa)
Wijemuni, Muditha Hansaka (Mahanuwara)

Wijepala, K.M. Ananda (Kurunegala)

Wijerathna, Munhene Mudiyanselage Priyantha Kumar (Digamadulla)

Wijerathna, Rajawardhana Gedara (Nuwara Eliya)

Wijesinghe, N.D. (Gampaha)

Wijesinghe, Mrs. Wijesinghe Mudiyanselage Hiruni Madusha (Puttalam)

Wijesiri, B.M. (Kurunegala)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)

Wijesundara, Wijesundara Mudiyanselage Rohana Bandara (Anuradhapara)
Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Wijaya (Ratnapura)
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The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, The Hon.
Hector Appuhamy, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana, The Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika Athauda, The Hon. Manjula Suraweera Arachchi, The Hon. K. Ilankumaran, The Hon.
(Mrs.) Oshani Umanga, The Hon. Ajantha Gammeddage, The Hon. Ruwanthilaka Jayakody, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Thushari Jayasingha, The Hon. T.K. Jayasundara, The Hon. M.A.M. Thahir, The Hon. Susantha Kumara
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Chandana Sooriyaarachchi, The Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna
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Jegatheeswaran, The Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake, The Hon. Sudath Balagalla, The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri
Bavanandarajah, The Hon. Lieutenant Commander (Rtd.) Prageeth Madhuranga, The Hon. Jagath Manuwarna,
The Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama, The Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha, The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe, The Hon. Asitha
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Abeygunawardhana, The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi, The Hon. Kader
Masthan, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. Waruna Liyanage,
The Hon. Ajith Agalakada, The Hon. U.P. Abeywickrama, The Hon. Upul Kithsiri, The Hon. Chaminda Lalith
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Dissanayake, The Hon. Nandana Pathmakumara, The Hon. Nishantha Perera, The Hon. (Dr.) Sandaruwan
Madarasinghe, The Hon. Lieutenant Commander (Rtd.) Prageeth Madhuranga, The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda, The
Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri, The Hon. (Mrs.) A.M.M.M. Rathwaththe, The Hon. Manoj Rajapaksha, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Hiruni Wijesinghe, The Hon. Jagath Vithana, The Hon. (Ms.) Ambika Samivel, The Hon. Muhammad Faizal

COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS
The Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Wickramaratne (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake,
The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, The Hon. Sajith Premadasa, The Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe, The Hon. (Dr.)
Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam

COMMITTEE ON HIGH POSTS

The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya (Chairperson), The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar,
The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, The Hon.
(Dr.) Upali Pannilage, The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj, The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi, The Hon.
(Dr.) Hansaka Wijemuni, The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, The Hon. Dayasiri
Jayasekara, The Hon. Kumara Jayakody, The Hon. K. Kader Masthan, The Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam
Kugathasan, The Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, The Hon. Nizam
Kariapper

BACKBENCHER COMMITTEE
The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa (Chairman), The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka, The Hon. Roshan Akmeemana, The
Hon. B. Ariyawansha, The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika, The Hon. K. Ilankumaran, The Hon. Lasith Bhashana
Gamage, The Hon. Chathura Galappaththi, The Hon. (Dr.) Sandaruwan Madarasinghe, The Hon. Chanaka
Madugoda, The Hon. Suranga Rathnayaka, The Hon.(Mrs.) Hasara Liyanage, The Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni
Wijesinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath, The Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath
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LEGISLATIVE STANDING COMMITTEE
The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih (Chairman), The Hon. (Mrs.) Hemali Weerasekara, The Hon. Arkam Ilyas,
The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, The Hon. U.P. Abeywickrama,
The Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilusha Lakmali
Gamage, The Hon. Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran, The Hon. (Mrs.) Anushka Thilakarathne, The Hon. Susantha
Dodawatta, The Hon. Aruna Panagoda, The Hon. Chithral Fernando, The Hon. Ravindra Bandara,
The Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath, The Hon. Nizam Kariapper

SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil Protection
The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika (Chairman), The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. G.G.
Ponnambalam, The Hon. Mujibur Rahman, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. M.K.M.
Aslam, The Hon. (Mrs.) Thushari Jayasingha, The Hon. (Dr.) Sellaththamby Thilaganathan, The Hon. Darmapriya
Wijesinghe, The Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi, The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) G.D. Sooriyabandara

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development and International Relations
The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra (Chairman), The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne,
The Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi, The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, The Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika Athauda,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchci, The Hon. Kanthasamy Prabu, The Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake,
The Hon. Suranga Rathnayaka, The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Infrastructure and Strategic Development
The Hon. S.M. Marikkar (Chairman), The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha, The Hon. Manjula
Suraweera Arachchi, The Hon. K. Ilankumaran, The Hon. Chathura Galappaththi, The Hon. Ravindra Bandara,
The Hon. Danushka Ranganath, The Hon. Asitha Niroshana Egoda Vithana, The Hon. Jagath Vithana,
The Hon. Shantha Pathma Kumara Subasingha, The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Herath

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and Human Capital
The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) V.S. Radhakrishnan,
The Hon. Aboobucker Athambawa, The Hon. (Ms.) Krishnan Kalaichelvi, The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilusha Lakmali
Gamage, The Hon. Sugath Wasantha de Silva, The Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake, The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda,
The Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha, The Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran, The Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health, Media and Women’s Empowerment
The Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe (Chairman), The Hon. Muneer Mulaffer, The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon.
Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Samanmali Gunasingha, The Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara, The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri
Bavanandarajah, The Hon. Jagath Manuwarna, The Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Environment, Agriculture and Resource Sustainability
The Hon. Hector Appuhamy (Chairman), The Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardhana, The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan,
The Hon. Kins Nelson, The Hon. Roshan Akmeemana, The Hon. Upul Kithsiri, The Hon. (Mrs.) M.A.C.S.
Chathuri Gangani, The Hon. Susantha Kumara Nawarathna, The Hon. Chithral Fernando, The Hon. Sudath
Balagalla, The Hon. Kitnan Selvaraj, The Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Science, Technology and Digital Transformation
The Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna (Chairman), The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, The Hon. Arkam Ilyas, The Hon.
Lasith Bhashana Gamage, The Hon. Chathura Galappaththi, The Hon. Thanura Dissanayake, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Hasara Liyanage, The Hon. Chandima Hetttiaratchi, The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Defence

The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera, The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar, The Hon. Harshana
Nanayakkara, The Hon. Ananda Wijepala, The Hon. Eranga Gunasekara, The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana,
The Hon. Wasantha Piyathissa, The Hon. Muneer Mulaffer, The Hon. Sunil Watagala, The Hon. Eranga
Weeraratne, The Hon. Upali Samarasingha, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon. D.
V. Chanaka, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. (Dr.)
Najith Indika, The Hon. K. Ilankumaran, The Hon. Sarath Kumara, The Hon. Ajith Gihan, The Hon. Nishantha
Perera, The Hon. Lieutenant Commander (Rtd.) Prageeth Madhuranga, The Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha,
The Hon. Mrs.) A.M.M.M. Rathwaththe, The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) G.D. Sooriyabandara,
The Hon. Chandima Hettiaratchi
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Ministerial Consultative Committee on Finance, Planning and Economic Development

The Hon. (Dr.)) Anil Jayantha, The Hon. Nishantha Jayaweera, The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage,
The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, The Hon. (Prof.)) Ruwan Ranasinghe, The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake,
The Hon. Kabir Hashim, The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, The Hon.
Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan, The Hon. Roshan Akmeemana, The Hon. Thilanka U. Gamage, The Hon.
Ajantha Gammeddage, The Hon. Gayan Janaka, The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera, The Hon. Nimal Palihena, The Hon.
Kandasamy Prabu, The Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake, The Hon. Sunil Biyanwila, The Hon. Riyas Farook, The Hon.
Suranga Rathnayaka, The Hon. R.G. Wijerathna, The Hon. Ruwan Wijeweera, The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon,
The Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi, The Hon. Chandima Hettiaratchi, The Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi, The
Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, The Hon. Muhammad Faizal

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Digital Economy

The Hon. Eranga Weeraratne, The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, The Hon. Janitha Ruwan Kodithuwakku, The Hon.
Arkam Ilyas, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. M.K.M. Aslam, The Hon. (Dr.)
Najith Indika, The Hon. (Mrs.) Oshani Umanga, The Hon. Wasantha Pushpa Kumara, The Hon. Lasith Bhashana
Gamage, The Hon. Chathura Galappaththi, The Hon. Gayan Janaka, The Hon. (Mrs.) Anushka Thilakarathne, The
Hon. Thanura Dissanayake, The Hon. Susantha Dodawatta, The Hon. Chithral Fernando, The Hon. Kanthasamy
Prabu, The Hon. Ravindra Bandara, The Hon. (Dr.) Sandaruwan Madarasinghe, The Hon. Suranga Rathnayaka
The Hon. Ruwan Wijeweera, The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon, The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera, The Hon.
Chandima Hettiaratchi, The Hon. Dinesh Hemantha

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education

The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna, The Hon. Nalin Hewage,
The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka, The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage, The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe, The Hon. (Dr.)
(Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne, The Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, The Hon. (Dr.) V.S. Radhakrishnan, The
Hon. D. V. Chanaka, The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini
Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan, The Hon. Aboobucker Athambawa, The Hon. Manjula
Suraweera Arachchi, The Hon. (Mrs.) Samanmali Gunasingha, The Hon. Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran, The
Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy, The Hon. Chandana Thennakoon, The Hon. Sugath Wasantha de Silva, The
Hon. Nimal Palihena, The Hon. Padmasiri Bandara, The Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama, The Hon. (Dr.) Nandana
Millagala, The Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha, The Hon. Manjula Sugath Rathnayaka, The Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha,
The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe, The Hon. R.M. Samantha Ranasinghe, The Hon. Naina Thambi Marrikkar
Mohamed Thahir

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Agriculture, Livestock, Land and Irrigation

The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha (Chairman), The Hon. Namal Karunaratne, The Hon. Aravinda Senarath, The Hon.
Wasantha Piyathissa, The Hon. Upali Samarasingha, The Hon. T. B. Sarath, The Hon. Asoka Sapumal Ranwala,
The Hon. D.V. Chanaka, The Hon. K. Kader Masthan, The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. Nalin Bandara
Jayamaha, The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, The Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran, The Hon. Kins
Nelson, The Hon. Rohana Bandara, The Hon. (Prof.) L.M. Abeywickrama, The Hon. M. S. Uthumalebbe, The
Hon. Upul Kithsiri, The Hon. Ajantha Gammeddage, The Hon. Ajith Gihan, The Hon. Ashoka Gunasena, The
Hon. Ruwanthilaka Jayakody, The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera, The Hon. (Dr.) Sellaththamby Thilaganathan, The Hon.
Susantha Kumara Nawarathna, The Hon. Nandana Pathmakumara, The Hon. Aruna Panagoda, The Hon. Sudath
Balagalla, The Hon. E.M. Basnayaka, The Hon. Priyantha Wijerathna, The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe, The
Hon. Kitnan Selvaraj

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism

The Hon. Vijitha Herath (Chairman), The Hon. (Prof.)) Ruwan Ranasinghe, The Hon. Arun Hemachandra,
The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage, The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Rohitha
Abeygunawardhana, The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi, The Hon. Hector
Appuhamy, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana, The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. Chaminda
Wijesiri, The Hon. Roshan Akmeemana, The Hon. M.K.M. Aslam, The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika, The Hon.
Thilanka U. Gamage, The Hon. Ajith Gihan, The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy, The Hon. M.A.M. Thahir,
The Hon. Susantha Dodawatta, The Hon. Nandana Pathmakumara, The Hon. Stepni Fernando, The Hon.
Kandasamy Prabu, The Hon. Nanda Bandara, The Hon. Riyas Farook, The Hon. Manjula Sugath Rathnayaka, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Hasara Liyanage, The Hon. Ruwan Wijeweera, The Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe, The Hon. Major
General (Rtd.) G.D. Sooriyabandara, The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources
The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar (Chairman), The Hon. Rathana Gamage, The Hon. Janitha Ruwan
Kodithuwakku, The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe, The Hon. P. Ruwan Senarath, The Hon. Arun Hemachandra,
The Hon. Arkam Ilyas, The Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi, The Hon. K. Kader
Masthan, The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. Amirthanathan Addaikalanathan, The Hon. Hector Appuhamy,
The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan, The Hon. Roshan Akmeemana,
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The Hon. Aboobucker Athambawa, The Hon. (Prof.) L.M. Abeywickrama, The Hon. K. Ilankumaran, The Hon.
Upul Kithsiri, The Hon. Thilanka U. Gamage, The Hon. Ajith Gihan, The Hon. M.A.M. Thahir, The Hon. (Dr.)
Sellaththamby Thilaganathan, The Hon. Chandana Thennakoon, The Hon. Susantha Kumara Nawarathna, The
Hon. Stepni Fernando, The Hon. Sudath Balagalla, The Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran, The Hon. Darmapriya
Wijesinghe, The Hon. Muhammad Faizal

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Industry and Entrepreneurship Development

The Hon. Sunil Hadunnetti (Chairman), The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, The Hon. Wasantha Piyathissa,
The Hon. Upali Samarasingha, The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, The Hon.
Chaminda Wijesiri, The Hon. Waruna Liyanage, The Hon. (Mrs.) Oshani Umanga, The Hon. Ajantha
Gammeddage, The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera, The Hon. T.K. Jayasundara, The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy,
The Hon. (Dr.) Sellaththamby Thilaganathan, The Hon. Nandana Pathmakumara, The Hon. Aruna Panagoda,
The Hon. Kandasamy Prabu, The Hon. Padmasiri Bandara, The Hon. Ravindra Bandara, The Hon. Wijesiri
Basnayake, The Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha, The Hon. (Mrs.) Deepthi Wasalage, The Hon. Ruwan Wijeweera,
The Hon. Athula Welandagoda, The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon, The Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi, The Hon.
Muhammad Faizal

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Transport, Highways and Urban Development

The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake (Chairman), The Hon. Eranga Gunasekara, The Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena,
The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, The Hon. Dinindu Saman Hennayake, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon.
G.G. Ponnambalam, The Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The Hon. S.M. Marikkar, The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman,
The Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran, The Hon. Manjula Suraweera Arachchi, The Hon. K. Ilankumaran, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, The Hon. Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran, The Hon. Sugath Wasantha de
Silva, The Hon. Thanura Dissanayake, The Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake, The Hon. Susantha Kumara Nawarathna,
The Hon. (Dr.) Sandaruwan Madarasinghe, The Hon. Licutenant Commander (Rtd.) Prageeth Madhuranga, The
Hon. (Dr.) Nandana Millagala, The Hon. Danushka Ranganath, The Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri, The Hon. Jagath
Vithana, The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera, The Hon. Dewananda Suraweera, The Hon. (Dr.) Janaka
Senarathna, The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, The Hon. Dinesh Hemantha, The Hon. Muhammad Faizal,
The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Plantation and Community Infrastructure

The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna (Chairman), The Hon. Sundaralingam Pradeep, The Hon. Aravinda Senarath,
The Hon. Palani Thigambaram, The Hon. (Dr.) V.S. Radhakrishnan, The Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The Hon.
Nayana Wasalathilaka, The Hon. Ajith Agalakada, The Hon. Aboobucker Athambawa, The Hon. B. Ariyawansha,
The Hon. (Ms.) Krishnan Kalaichelvi, The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilusha Lakmali Gamage, The Hon. Ajantha
Gammeddage, The Hon. T.K. Jayasundara, The Hon. Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran, The Hon. Sujeewa
Dissanayake, The Hon. Nishantha Perera, The Hon. Lal Premanath, The Hon. Nanda Bandara, The Hon. Sunil
Biyanwila, The Hon. Jagath Manuwarna, The Hon. (Dr.) Nandana Millagala, The Hon. Danushka Ranganath,
The Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha, The Hon. Jagath Vithana, The Hon. (Ms.) Ambika Samivel, The Hon. Kitnan
Selvaraj, The Hon. R.M. Samantha Ranasinghe

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Health and Mass Media

The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Hansaka Wijemuni, The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya
Ariyarathne, The Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, The Hon. R.M. Gamini Rathnayake, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda
Heshan Jayawardhana, The Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanatha Archchuna, The Hon. (Dr.)
Najith Indika, The Hon. (Mrs.) Oshani Umanga, The Hon. Wasantha Pushpa Kumara, The Hon. Chaminda Lalith
Kumara, The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi, The Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Gunawardana, The Hon. Ashoka
Gunasena, The Hon. Ruwanthilaka Jayakody, The Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara, The Hon. Kanthasamy Prabu,
The Hon. Sudath Balagalla, The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri Bavanandarajah, The Hon. (Dr.) Sandaruwan Madarasinghe,
The Hon. Jagath Manuwarna, The Hon. (Dr.) Nandana Millagala, The Hon. Ruwan Wijeweera, The Hon.
Darmapriya Wijesinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam, The Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath,
The Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna, The Hon. Naina Thambi Marrikkar Mohamed Thahir

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Co-operative Development

The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe (Chairman), The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana, The Hon. Upali Samarasingha, The
Hon. Namal Karunaratne, The Hon. Kabir Hashim, The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi, The Hon.
Rohana Bandara, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. Ajith Agalakada, The Hon. (Prof.)
L.M. Abeywickrama, The Hon. M.K.M. Aslam, The Hon. (Ms.) Krishnan Kalaichelvi, The Hon. Sarath Kumara,
The Hon. Thilanka U. Gamage, The Hon. Ajith Gihan, The Hon. Nimal Palihena, The Hon. Kandasamy Prabu,
The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri Bavanandarajah, The Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake, The Hon. Sunil Biyanwila, The Hon. Riyas
Farook, The Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri, The Hon. R.G. Wijerathna, The Hon. Fasmin Sharif, The Hon. Kitnan
Selvaraj, The Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi, The Hon. R.M. Samantha Ranasinghe
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Ministerial Consultative Committee on Labour

The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha (Chairman), The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe, The Hon. Palani Thigambaram,
The Hon. R.M. Gamini Rathnayake, The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, The Hon. (Mrs.) Oshani Umanga, The
Hon. (Ms.) Krishnan Kalaichelvi, The Hon. Sarath Kumara, The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilusha Lakmali Gamage, The Hon.
(Mrs.) Thushari Jayasingha, The Hon. T.K. Jayasundara, The Hon. Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran, The Hon. Lal
Premanath, The Hon. Padmasiri Bandara, The Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake, The Hon. Lieutenant Commander (Rtd.)
Prageeth Madhuranga, The Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha, The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe, The Hon. (Ms.)
Ambika Samivel, The Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi, The Hon. Kitnan Selvaraj, The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali
Hemachandra, The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Herath, The Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Housing, Construction and Water Supply

The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe (Chairman), The Hon. T.B. Sarath, The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana, The Hon. Sunil
Watagala, The Hon. Arkam Ilyas, The Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, The Hon. K. Kader Masthan, The Hon.
Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam, The Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi, The Hon.
S.M. Marikkar, The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, The Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan, The Hon. (Mrs.)
M.A.C.S. Chathuri Gangani, The Hon. Ruwanthilaka Jayakody, The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Anushka Thilakarathne, The Hon. Chandana Thennakoon, The Hon. Dharmapriya Dissanayake, The
Hon. Nimal Palihena, The Hon. Ravindra Bandara, The Hon. Jagath Manuwarna, The Hon. Danushka Ranganath,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Deepthi Wasalage, The Hon. R.G. Wijerathna, The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe, The Hon.
Asitha Niroshana Egoda Vithana, The Hon. Fasmin Sharif, The Hon. Shantha Pathma Kumara Subasingha

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local Government

The Hon. (Prof.)) A.LH.M.H. Abayarathna (Chairman), The Hon. P. Ruwan Senarath, The Hon. Dinindu Saman
Hennayake, The Hon. R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon. R.M. Gamini
Rathnayake, The Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi, The Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran, The Hon. Manjula
Suraweera Arachchi, The Hon. Chaminda Lalith Kumara, The Hon. Ajantha Gammeddage, The Hon. Ajith Gihan,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Samanmali Gunasingha, The Hon. M.A.M. Thahir, The Hon. Dharmapriya Dissanayake, The
Hon. Nishantha Perera, The Hon. Lal Premanath, The Hon. E.M. Basnayaka, The Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha, The
Hon. Asitha Niroshana Egoda Vithana, The Hon. Athula Welandagoda, The Hon. Shantha Pathma Kumara
Subasingha, The Hon. Devananda Suraweera, The Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi, The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha
Herath, The Hon. Muhammad Faizal, The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Rural Development, Social Security and Community Empowerment

The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage (Chairman), The Hon. Wasantha Piyathissa, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. W.
H. M. Dharmasena, The Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan, The Hon. Aboobucker Athambawa, The Hon.
B. Ariyawansha, The Hon. Chaminda Lalith Kumara, The Hon. (Mrs.) M.A.C.S. Chathuri Gangani, The Hon.
(Mrs.) Samanmali Gunasingha, The Hon. Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran, The Hon. Rajeevan
Jeyachandramoorthy, The Hon. Chandana Thennakoon, The Hon. Sugath Wasantha de Silva, The Hon. Nandana
Pathmakumara, The Hon. E.M. Basnayaka, The Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri, The Hon. (Mrs.) A.M.M.M. Rathwaththe,
The Hon. Manoj Rajapaksha, The Hon. Kanchana Welipitiya, The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam, The
Hon. Thilina Samarakoon, The Hon. (Ms.) Ambika Samivel, The Hon. Dewananda Suraweera, The Hon. (Dr.)
Janaka Senarathna, The Hon. Dinesh Hemantha, The Hon. R.M. Samantha Ranasinghe

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Science and Technology

The Hon. (Prof.) Chrishantha Abeysena (Chairman), The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana, The Hon. (Dr.) Hansaka
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Ministerial Consultative Committee on Youth Affairs and Sports

The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage (Chairman), The Hon. Sugath Thilakaratne, The Hon. Arun Hemachandra,
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Dodawatta, The Hon. (Prof) Sena Nanayakkara, The Hon. Chithral Fernando, The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri
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Ministerial Consultative Committee on Ports and Civil Aviation

The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka (Chairman), The Hon. Janitha Ruwan Kodithuwakku, The Hon. Rathna Gamage,
The Hon. Sugath Thilakaratne, The Hon. Nalin Hewage, The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, The Hon. Chamara
Sampath Dasanayake, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri, The Hon. Sanakiyan
Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. Roshan Akmeemana, The Hon. Aboobucker Athambawa, The Hon. U.P.
Abeywickrama, The Hon. K. Ilankumaran, The Hon. M.S. Uthumalebbe, The Hon. Thilanka U. Gamage,
The Hon. Ruwanthilaka Jayakody, The Hon. M.A.M. Thahir, The Hon. Kanthasamy Prabu, The Hon. Padmasiri
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The Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath,

SELECT COMMITTEES

SELECT COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO AND REPORT TO PARLIAMENT ON THE RELEASE OF 323
CONTAINERS FROM THE PORT OF COLOMBO WITHOUT UNDERGOING MANDATORY
PHYSICAL INSPECTION AND SUBMIT ITS PROPOSALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS IN THAT
REGARD
The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage, The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe,

The Hon. Sunil Watagala, The Hon. Arkam Ilyas, The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera,
The Hon. D.V. Chanaka, The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika, The Hon. Mayilvaganam
Jegatheeswaran, The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra

SELECT COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO AND REPORT TO PARLIAMENT ON THE MATTER OF
SELECTING THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM UNDER WHICH THE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
SHOULD BE HELD AND SUBMIT ITS PROPOSALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS IN THAT REGARD
The Hon. Vijitha Herath (Chairman), The Hon. Muneer Mulaffer, The Hon. Sunil Watagala, The Hon. Arun

Hemachandra, The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Lakshman Nipuna
Arachchi, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. (Mrs.) Samanmali Gunasingha,
The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe, The Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi, The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper

SELECT COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY ON THE LACK OF
PREPAREDNESS TO FACE CYCLONE DITWAH AND REPORT TO PARLIAMENT AND SUBMIT ITS
PROPOSALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS IN THAT REGARD
The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena, The Hon. Anton Jayakody,

The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. S. M. Marrikkar, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. M.K.M. Aslam, The Hon. (Mrs.) Anushka Thilakarathne, The
Hon. Kanthasamy Prabu, The Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama, The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam

SELECT COMMITTEE TO REVIEW THE LAWS DEALING WITH ELECTIONS (EXCLUDING LAWS
DEALING WITH PROVINCIAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS) AND REPORT TO PARLIAMENT AND
SUBMIT ITS PROPOSALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS IN THAT REGARD
The Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage, The Hon. Muneer Mulaffer,

The Hon. Sunil Watagala, The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon. Harshana
Rajakaruna, The Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan, The Hon. Ruwanthilaka Jayakody, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Thushari Jayasingha, The Hon. Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran, The Hon. Chandima Hettiaratchi
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Members, I wish to announce the Ruling
regarding the notice of a matter of Privilege dated the
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02" of October, 2026, which had been submitted to me
by the Hon. Ajith P. Perera, Member of Parliament for the
Electoral District of Kalutara.

In his communication, the Hon. Member alleges that a
breach of Parliamentary Privilege has occurred under
Section 3 of Part I and Part B (1) of the Schedule to the
Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act, No. 21 of 1953,
as amended.

The basis of his representation is that no formal action
or final decision has been communicated regarding a
written request dated 03™ of August, 2026 signed by 18
Opposition Members, seeking the appointment of a
Special Select Committee under Standing Order Nos. 100
to 110 to investigate and report on the delays of the
judicial system and prison overcrowding.

The Hon. Member requests that the matter be referred
to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges for
investigation and recommendation.

I have carefully considered the submission, the
relevant provisions of the Parliament (Powers and
Privileges) Act, our Standing Orders and the long-
established parliamentary practice and precedents, both in
Sri Lanka and in the House of Commons of the United
Kingdom.

I deliver my Ruling on the admissibility of this
application as follows:

On the immunity and position of the Chair

Under the constitutional architecture of Parliament,
the Speaker is the chief officer, the presiding authority
and the guardian of the powers, rights and Privileges of
the House as a collective body.

It is a foundational principle of parliamentary law that
the Speaker, while discharging official functions or
exercising administrative discretion on behalf of the
House, cannot be subjective to a Privilege complaint or a
disciplinary investigation by a Committee subordinate to
the Chair. The Committee on Ethics and Privileges
derives its authority from the House through the Speaker;
it possesses no jurisdiction to sit in judgement over the
conduct, rulings or management of Parliamentary
Business by the Speaker. An application seeking to refer
the Speaker to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges
creates an inherent procedural contradiction. Under
Standing Order No. 118, it is the Speaker who must
independently determine whether a prima facie case of
breach of Privilege exists. To require the Speaker to rule
on a matter alleging a breach of Privilege against the
Chair itself would violate the fundamental principle of
natural justice: nemo judex in causa sua, which means no
one should be a judge in their own cause.

Guidance from Erskine May and House of
Commons Practice

Our parliamentary practice relies heavily on the
established traditions of the House of Commons. Sir

Thomas Erskine May, in his authoritative treatise
"Parliamentary Practice" (25" Edition, Chapter 18),
clearly delineates the strict procedural boundaries
regarding the Chair:

“The action of the Speaker cannot be criticized
incidentally in debate or upon a point of order... The
conduct of the Speaker cannot be questioned except on a
substantive motion, of which notice has been given.”’

Erskine May further establishes that any attempt to
raise a complaint against the Speaker under the guise of a
point of Order or a breach of Privilege is out of order.
The Chair is exempt from casual challenge or committee
investigation for actions taken in an official capacity,
precisely to preserve the dignity, independence and
authority of the presiding office.

Sri  Lankan Practice and
Precedents

Parliamentary

This position is well-anchored in the jurisprudence of
the Parliament of Sri Lanka. Successive Speakers - most
notably Speaker Anura Bandaranaike in his historic
Rulings on parliamentary jurisdiction - have consistently
reaffirmed that the decisions, directions or administrative
conduct of the Speaker cannot be challenged by way of
Privilege notices or points of Order.

Furthermore:

1. Section 3 of the Privileges Act guarantees
freedom of speech, debate and proceedings. The
time taken by the Chair or the Parliament to
deliberate on an application for a Select
Committee does not constitute an infringement on
an individual Member’s statutory freedom of
speech or parliamentary immunity.

2. Part B (1) of the Schedule to the Privileges Act
refers to disobedience to an order or direction of
Parliament. This penal provision applies to outside
parties or individual Members who defy the
directives of the House or its Committees; it has
no application to the Speaker in the performance
of official duties.

Standing Order No. 101 vests the establishment of
Select Committees in the House upon appropriate
motions or resolutions. Where a request is submitted
administratively, the Chair exercises discretion in
consultation with the Committee on Parliamentary
Business to manage the Order Paper and legislative
priorities.

For the reasons stated above, I rule that the notice
submitted by the Hon. Ajith P. Perera does not constitute
a prima facie breach of Parliamentary Privilege.

I accordingly disallow the request to refer this matter
to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges.

@0 ¢8s 8. eusedch Owmo
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Annual Report and
Accounts of the Wayamba University of Sri Lanka for
the year 2024.
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I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and
Human Capital.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I present the Report on the observations and steps
taken in terms of the Standing Order No. 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the
Judicial Service Commission in the Report of the
Committee on Public Accounts, which was presented to
Parliament.

I move that this Report be referred to the Committee
on Public Accounts.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.



17 2026 @endds 06 18

yBHORO Ddm BEnS
QIlTT &% EH % & 6uTIeLpsY allewL 6T
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

9800 BOm® Buworsd.d BBO: yoRw
srentl 2 Mg ugley: wpeTGerHmLd
REGISTRATION OF LAND TITLES: PROGRESS
371/2025
1. ©6 @8=F 8. eselc ®vm
(orewryflg 9eds 1F. QuGry)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
2880, v @, @RO wy D886 @@ HOI1ensT
g1 @@ - (1):
(2) (i) RO 88O Buwisd.d BBO wewo Sses eeD
B Bwo@8wdE yode moede;

(i) ©® 280 o® BB HoHYE BBed®
ecdned®@sined oded Bygn g
@e3OmmW5T E30D1500 EWRIOTHE;

(i) oB® BBWO® Bwors.d BBO wewr WOGR 3
B yodn mdedc,

(iv) oR® S8 Bwisdd BBO § Eowad gy
B O BBO e 3085 Do mOede;

v) 1998 g 21 ¢o 88O Bwoesgd BBed®
85D @D EED WS teerddme BBO wewo
3®am050006 S8BT @05 g} Bwds mdedc;

@53 IR @O e300 IO eBIC?
(30) ovndeE5®, d @sie?
ELE AL AT & Tewsf]
BrlurseT gewwiFenrd Casl L ailsrr:

(<) ()

SHTBEML  QUATHISLHGET,

HMILD

srewt] o Mg uslewen CHEETsTOUSHETS

ST FTTIBSS)6UTT6D peTRTRESLILIL_(HeiTar
bL_6)1q G6w B 60T WpssT@esTHMLD wirg)
STEITLIENS IL|LD;

(i) oHCurgy &revf] 2 fég) BT ewoTis
SlewenTssenggley  LswilwTHmislesrm  Gwrds

oar fliiTH6l6dT 6T63ITERsNdHEM D WWITG) 6TEITLIEN B U|LD;
(ii) asrenfl 2 Mg ugleneu CHOE&TeTOUSHE TEST
[BL_6111q 560 H 61T GumOarereriiLi’ (Herer
LilrGgamissiT wiremeu 6TeiTLIENSU|LD;
(iv) asrewfl 2 M$EiIt uglewey @eVkIENs LPLYSUGILD
BeoL_(1penUILIBS SIS
@)6®L_WmIs6iT WITen6U 6TEITLIEN S W|LD;

& TesTLILI(HSl6STD

(v) 19981 yemrgesr 219d @evds, o MegL
uBers  sligms  @pepiuGid
Bwsbsmisemear GnH6 s Tarausn @ I)e»LdFlesrrs)
GumEsmsTariL_(HTar BL_6)1q SeDNEBSH6T WTen6
STEITLIENS IL|LD;

S @)FFemLids@ yPlafliiumyr?
(=) @)eir@mev, sy6iT?

asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) progress of the measures that have been
taken by the Government for registration of
land titles;

(i) total number of employees who are
currently employed in the Department of
Land Title Settlement;

(iii) areas in which arrangements have been
made for the registration of land titles;

(iv)  obstacles that impede the implementation of
land title registration throughout Sri Lanka;
and

(v) measures that have been taken by the
Ministry to update and amend the
Registration of Title Act, No. 21 of 1998?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Aravinda Senarath - Deputy Minister of Land and

Irrigation)
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(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
DB @i ens’ &g yadme- (2):
() (i) @808 ©e8egxdEe® @ - United
Petroleum Lanka - s@0® 8¢ o®owg® &
G0 BE 00 WMDY B¢ Evw WO
(i) ©® ©w&v® § EEed mIm ¢ O
GewddmIed D3O e end;
(i) Q™ ©®IW® 8O @ &S BDPODOE veHsy
emsieds moedc;
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(o) () wewer . QupGpmredwid evmsm - United
Petroleum Lanka - suefl gwg Qewpur’ ®
BL6UHMEHmT  @evmiensullsy g rioLilss
Slagl wrg),

(i) GupLig SLDLI6Df] B)evnien suilsd Guwn
Qarawrsirar  Grds WHeSL 1q6r UM
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asked the Minister of Energy:
(a) Will he inform this House -

(1) the date on which United Petroleum Lanka
(Pvt.) Limited commenced its operations in
Sri Lanka;

(ii) the value of the total investment made by
the said company in Sri Lanka;

(iii) the conditions of the agreements entered
into with the said company;

(iv) the number of fuel stations allocated to the
said company for its operations; and

(v) the reasons that led the said company to
cease its operations in Sri Lanka?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Defence:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of paramilitary groups that
were active in the North and the East
during the period in which the armed
conflicts prevailed in those areas;

(if) separately, the names of those groups, the
types of weapons they used and the number
of weapons that belonged to each of them;

(iii) separately, the number of weapons that
were taken into custody by security forces
from the possession of each of those groups
and the number of weapons that were
properly handed over by each of those
groups;

(iv)  whether such paramilitary groups are active
at present; and

(v) the steps that have been taken by the
Government so far regarding such groups?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public
Parliamentary Affairs:
(a)  Will he inform this House -
(i) the name, residential address and period of
service of the Headquarters Inspector of
Police in Kilinochchi;

Security and
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(i) whether the said officer has previously
served as a Headquarters Inspector or an
Officer in Charge (OIC) of a police station;

(iii)  if so, the police station where he served; and

(iv) the procedure followed in appointing
Headquarters Inspectors of Police?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether all information regarding child
births in the Nuwara Eliya District is
reported to the Registrar General’s
Department;

(i) the number of children born among the
plantation community in the said District
whose births have not been registered
within three months of birth, separately
according to each Divisional Secretary's
Division;

(iii)  whether the reasons for not obtaining birth
certificates for the said children and the
issues those children may face in future as a
result, have been identified,

(iv) whether a special programme has been
planned to address the issues faced by this
community and to issue birth certificates
expeditiously; and

(v) if so, the procedure by which the said
programme will be implemented for each
Division, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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0eaAces ©Ben0 sreds Bwm OO ans gdm asked Minister of Rural Development, Social Security
avsiers’ mo. BERG cas 20 BEACD 6n®0 dnBdss and Community Empowerment:
@050 (a)  Will he inform this House -

BB mnF o5y 8w D5 BB 50D 5
BB D108 e dHmO® MbwiRe: §08eq Y
BBBY) G @8
Qg WP ihs YL sEHdbBTer ChFw weTm IpLd
gl Bib8sTHESETaT CHFlw ClFwevaspLD:
@Brdaib wHMID eupki@ CaFeneudssir
NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR ELDERS AND NATIONAL

SECRETARIAT FOR ELDERS: OBJECTIVES AND SERVICES
PROVIDED

2276/2026
8. ©& dYE® Semnsf Owmo
(orenTfl@ SenIcss THBISHTS)
(The Hon. Danushka Ranganath)
8w weDEND, w8 GaoWBen Wy Y WOICH IO
3®@mun@eesy ey yédmae - (1): (b)

Q)
(i)
(iif)

(iv)

™)
(vi)

the age limit at which a citizen of Sri Lanka
is considered a senior citizen;

the number of senior citizens in this country
at present;

the date on which the National Council for
Elders and the National Secretariat for
Elders were established;

the objective of establishing the said
institutions;

the services provided by the institutions;
and

the number of senior citizens benefiting
from the said services, separately in respect
of each service?

If not, why?
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TO CLASS 1
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Ui @)dFFewLd@ Mlalliiuryr?
(=) @)eTCmev, 676817

asked Minister of Public Administration, Provincial
Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that applications
should be called for promotion to Class I
from officers who have fulfilled the
required qualifications and completed a
service period of 12 years in terms of the
Service Minute of the Sri Lanka Planning
Service;



53

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

V)

2026 @xendad 06 54

whether applications have been called for
promotion to Class I from the officers
recruited to the said service in the year
2013;

if not, the reasons for the above;

whether he accepts that an injustice has
been caused to the said officers due to
applications not being called at the
scheduled time to promote them to Class [;
and

the steps that will be taken to expedite the
calling of applications for the promotion of
the said officers to Class 1?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban

Development:
Will he inform this House -

(@)
@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

™)
(b)
@
(ii)

(iif)
©

the number of private buses deployed for
passenger transport in Sri Lanka;

the institution that regulates the said private
buses;

the taxes, permit fees, and other payments
to be paid to the Government annually,
monthly, or daily when deploying a private
bus for passenger transport;

whether receipts are issued to bus owners
acknowledging the receipt of funds upon
making the said payments; and

if so, that institution?

Will he also inform this House -

whether he is aware that there are
individuals collecting money from buses
parked at public bus stands located in many
provinces of the island;

whether such individuals possess any legal
authority or permission to collect money
from buses in that manner; and

if not, the measures that will be taken to
prevent such action?

If not, why?
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(The Hon.

(Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena - Deputy Minister of

Transport and Highways)
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asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign

Employment and Tourism:

(a)  Will he inform this House -
(i) the income earned by the Sri Lanka

Foreign Employment Bureau through
training from 2010 to date;
(i) the means by which the said income is

earned;

(iii) separately, the number of workers who
have gone abroad after receiving training at
the Bureau and those who have gone
abroad without such training during that
time period; and

(iv)  the measures that will be taken to make it
mandatory for every worker going abroad
for the first time to receive training from
the Bureau, as it is important to provide
such training?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra - Deputy Minister of Foreign

Affairs and Foreign Employment)
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(i)

(iif)

(iv)
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2010 97,557,986.00
2011 213,879,821.00
2012 284,842,277.00
2013 238,269,440.00
2014 222,541,787.00
2015 205,333,285.00
2016 198,414,521.00
2017 132,273,245.00
2018 155,165,809.00
2019 217,310,923.00
2020 66,410,650.00
2021 192,899,664.00
2022 576,002,724.00
2023 367,010,070.00
2024 363,032,755.00
2025 278,450,692.00
2026.08.31 136,641,701.00
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(iif)

(iv)
\Y)

separately, the number of industrial parks
and industrial estates currently in operation
in Sri Lanka;

the objectives of establishing industrial
parks and industrial estates;

whether the Government intends to
establish industrial parks and industrial
estates in the future for the development of
the industrial sector;

if so, the names of them; and

the steps that have been taken by the
Ministry for the development of the
industrial sector?
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Hon. Speaker, my Answer is ready. But, since the
Hon. G. G. Ponnambalam is not in the House, I will not
answer. [Interruption.]
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Hon. Speaker, the Hon. Minister tabled the Answer.
So, can he go back to reading it once again? He has
already tabled it. -/Interruption.] &= »08 o® gwsies.
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We have not moved on to the next Item. So, Hon.
Harshana Nanayakkara, you can proceed.
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Question proposed.
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(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. You have 14 minutes.

@G (80028 w) w8s ¢ BFDo Owmo

(orenr Ll (He0THF) aniay & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Sir, before I start, I have a point of Order to raise.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

What is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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Ged Qem OO znwy oz3. There are the HNB, the
Seylan Bank, the Sampath Bank, the Commercial Bank, the
DFCC Bank, the Pan Asia Bank, the NDB Bank, the Union
Bank, the Sanasa Bank, the NTB and the Cargills Bank.
QIO BOD, S8l dem S5 BeadmyD Bweo.

@G (89002803) @B F BswsIm Swvmo

(wrabr e () o guis)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)
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Goe8s Do 5 OB Do

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, you have 14 minutes. You
can start now.

@S (§0028w) w8s ¢ BT Owmo

(revrfl@ (HevTHS)) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

OO DONIDROB, 0@m 51988 WJ G BON Snda.
®0 Beam B0 14 ¢8) »oxIm dwo.

@O0 QBNWD O
(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)

It is not the Debate.

@01 (49008 w) w8z ¢ 8BS Owmo

(oressryfl@ (SVTHIF) apiag & Fsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

It is not the Debate, but I need a clarification.

@O QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

FWNGO DT W NSWROr Gowsmewss) 9O fewsy,
Boewless mOnemn® [oo (e6d¢y) Gedd @il ©wmaf
Eoes2920;8) Scs.

Y BOTLID S, 96U 6T
YSBTFRTS STy YFVCa,  LITHNFE  FUTBTWST  GYeuimeT
[wrsvsrrfle (sweudgluni) Meval Frad)] sewsvswi euBlGHTis6rr.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.

LomenTLiLS)E

FLITBTUIST
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®G; Bewdss SOr150E )

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, you may continue.

@S (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo Owmo
(omrewr i@ (BevrHd) aniayg & FAsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

I have not started, Sir.

®G; Bewdss SOr150E )
(orewsryLllg Lrdld FuTBTWST Syeuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

So, you can start now, Hon. Member.

@G (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo Owmo

(orenrflg (He0THlF) aniag & fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

OO HOBROB, OmemO VINSD J¥ed D OEO
20 Bedasn, @d@ciBwun 28sxs mosim 00a.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You have got 14 minutes, Hon. Harsha de Silva. -
[Interruption.]

@G (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo Owmo

(orenrflg (He0THlF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Do not take my time, then. This is a clarification, Sir. I
will start later.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi ojsuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, make it very short,
please.

@0 (§0D08w) @B SwsIn Swmo

(wrabrflg (seorBlel) oeflsd mwibs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

OO Bewd®s »Oisnemn®B, sg@eds’ s wom
2DE0ede euednlm In 0w mesd »o o@»
988u O BYeed s D Coess OuDewE BwWH
understanding 9z ©n. DT, G i WELOIWOTH BB
wOer & wewost 8Eed®sined ¢dwude Ca O Amd. &
gm0 »O8, 0® 8BuEc® @mes WS BOCE »I» c¢
e w 988un W0 BedsTes].

@G (80008 w) w8s ¢ BFDo Owmo

(orer Ll (S0rHY) anias & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

& Bestery, BO6E mSy oCamw »Oe 9e8us oD
N, WO 0wd Im 988s wosim eD&.

G Berdss HSO1zNEHD )

(oreryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, you have 14 minutes and
your time starts now.

[12.08 p.m.]

@S (§0028w) w8s ¢ BT Bwmo
(wrewrfl@ (HevTHF)) aniag & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker.

Today, I would like to speak on six matters with
relevance to what was proposed today. The first one is,
the debt ratio is falling. But, the point is that it is a story
which spans longer than one year. Sir, the public debt-to-
GDP ratio at the end of 2025 was 98 per cent and it is
expected to go down to about 93 per cent, which is a
positive development, and we must acknowledge it. But,
one thing we need to understand, Sir, is that most of the
reduction came during 2022-2024, during which period
the ratio fell from 121 per cent to 101 per cent. So, the
result of hard decisions on revenue, spending and
restructuring was taken before this Government came to
office, and we must appreciate all of that. The higher than
expected primary surplus, which these people have been
singing about loudly, has helped to push the ratio down
faster than what the IMF forecasted. Sir, we should be
honest about why it happened. Part of that surplus comes
from spending less than what was budgeted, including
capital spending. So, in 2025, only 76 per cent of Capital
Expenditure - CapEx - was spent and so far, from January
to August this year, only 26 per cent of it has been spent.
I heard the President and others saying, “Look, we are
going to allocate so much on Capital Expenditure.” It has
to be done, but Capital Expenditure also has to be spent.
Underspending is not the same thing as fiscal reform and
it costs us growth. He said that they are going to spend
more than 4 per cent on Capital Expenditure. That is what
you need to do, but you have to actually spend it. There is
no point in saying you are going to spend it, if you do not
spend it. Also, the higher than expected revenue in 2025
came due to the vehicle pent-up demand. Actually 63 per
cent or Rs. 900 billion out of the Rs. 1.4 trillion revenue
increase in 2025 was vehicle import-related. So, that is
not sustainable beyond this year. As Fitch Ratings
pointed out in its upgrade, Sri Lanka’s external debt and
debt in total is still very high. Interest alone is expected to
take about 41 per cent of Government revenue this year.
External repayments rise after 2028 towards about US
Dollars 4 billion a year by 2030, which leaves the
country, I quote, “vulnerable to external shocks”. So, that
is the first point I want to make, that the debt ratio is
falling, it is a story which spans longer than a year and is
based fundamentally on the reforms, the hard reforms
that were taken, and they have to continue to do so. The
Hon. Minister just mentioned that the IMF said that they
will give the money if, only "if", the Budget is presented
based on the agreement with the IMF. So, when various
politicians on the other side of the aisle say in public
rallies, “Look, we are getting rid of the IMF on 17" of
March, and thereafter, it is our baby”, it is not true
because you are admitting with the Budget that it would
be in line with the IMF for the entirety of 2027.

Sir, the second point I want to make is, repayments
remain heavy, but new financing is thin. Repayments are
still high both on domestic and foreign sides. The gross
financing need has to be covered every year, not just in
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[0St (g0008) w8 ¢ BSD ®wmo]

one good year. Now, the trend is worrying. For instance,
multilateral and bilateral financing has been slow. Listen
to me carefully. Leaving the IMF aside, disbursements
from other multilateral institutions have been low, and
bilateral financing has nearly dried up. In the first half of
2026, multilateral lenders other than the IMF disbursed
only about US Dollars 177 million: World Bank, US
Dollars 94 million; ADB, US Dollars 52 million; AIIB,
US Dollars 23 million and others, US Dollars 8 million.
Sir, bilateral lenders disbursed just US Dollars 24 million:
Japan, US Dollars 14 million; India, US Dollars 8 million
and Saudi Arabia, US Dollars 3 million. By comparison,
the IMF disbursed about US Dollars 690 million. So, six
months of near-zero bilateral inflows is not a financing
strategy. Even if we take today’s Resolution under the
Public Debt Management Act, Sir, which relates to the
US Dollars 200 million from the ADB, for this year the
Government is expected to spend US Dollars 45 million
and it is already provided for in the Budget. The Hon.
Minister has not even included State banks in the
Resolution brought before this House today. So, this is
inefficiency. Now, already ten months have gone by and
how are you going to spend that? So, these are issues I
am bringing to your attention, Sir.

The other matter is this. We saw in the news that the
Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development had signed an agreement with the ADB to
the tune of something like US Dollars 57.4 million for
rooftop solar and that, too, for Virtual Net Metering,
meaning that you virtually aggregate the -electricity
generated through rooftop solar and then, sell it to the
grid. That policy, we do not know. In Sinhala, you call

this "vmd BB »0". The Government is saying,
“No more Net Metering; no more Net Accounting” and
yet, after saying that, you have signed an agreement with
the ADB for US Dollars 57 million to promote rooftop
solar! You tell me, Sir, is that not a complete oxymoron?
It is an oxymoron because you cannot go in a particular
direction and also in the opposite direction at the same
time; then, you will be at the same place. So, you have to
have a clear policy. One part of the Government cannot
say, “We are stopping rooftop solar” while the other part
of the Government goes and gets US Dollar 57 million of
ADB funding to promote rooftop solar. So, this,
absolutely, does not make sense. Therefore, what I am
saying is this. Even if you get this money, how are you
going to disburse it? Who would want to set up rooftop
solar panels anymore? We will talk about that more later
because I think this is important not just for people who
are in the rooftop solar industry, but for everyone.

The third point is, the Public Debt Management
Office, which the Hon. Minister was speaking about, has
been very slow in deciding how to get back into the
international debt market. The IMF Agreement is
basically built on Sri Lanka’s ability to get back into the
international debt market.

Now, let me make a valid point, which is my fourth
point. If you are interested, you can listen. It is about what
are called Macro-Linked Bonds, and I am suggesting that

you buy them back before the market prices us out of the
purchase decision. It was the first time in our Committee
that both the Government Members and us queried the
PDMO whether they are willing to or are, at least, in
discussion on a buyback of the MLBs, which are going to
be expensive after the test point of the GDP growth. The
Government has been criticising the MLBs from the
beginning. We agree that there were unfair clauses in that
instrument, but it was an unfair bargain which got us out
of the default. So, there has to be some compromise. It
was not the best deal, but that deal got us out of
bankruptcy, it got us out of the default and helped us get
to this stable position. Now, the question is this. We are
going to have to pay about Rs. 1.2 billion more over the
next 10 years because the total payment of the MLBs will
go up from US Dollar 6.2 billion to US Dollar 7.4 billion,
if the PDMO waits without doing anything. Why is that?
It is because we passed the test of the GDP growth. We
all know that. If we grow more than what the IMF
originally planned, suggested or forecasted, the creditors
would not give us the haircut they originally promised,
the haircut is going to be cut by a certain percentage.
Now the point is, if we are proactive and we could buy
back some of those loans that are outstanding - those are
financial instruments and the process is called financial
engineering, which is why we have set up the PDMO
with all these consultants and so on - there is a possibility
we could save about US Dollar 300 million to 400
million, according to our own calculations, over the next
ten years. If we wait, the market is going to reprice those
Bonds, which would no longer give us an incentive to go
and buy them back. Therefore, we have to play the
market before the market plays us, Hon. Minister. You
cannot just wait for things to happen. In 2018, I was the
person, as the non-Cabinet Minister, who proposed the
piece of legislation called the Active Liability
Management Act. I remember that day very well. That
day, there was a constitutional coup and we all were sent
home. Now, that legislation can be used. That was
brought in to manage our liabilities. Now, we have a
classic case, Hon. Minister, where, if we are smart
enough as a nation, we could manage this liability and
save, in my mind, about US Dollars 300 million to US
Dollars 400 million. It may not be a huge amount, but it
is still bigger than or twice as much the loan we are
getting from the ADB for SME development, on which
we need to actually spend the money.

@0 Bewrds mOrBNEHRO)

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, you have two minutes
left.

@G (§0028w) w8s ¢ BFDo Owmo

(oresrfl@ (B0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I will get two more minutes from our party.

The fifth point is, our rating upgrade does not
guarantee market access. Yes, we have been upgraded
from CCC+ to B-, but that does not necessarily mean we
have market access. We need to get, at least, to a BB
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rating. Also, you know that only Fitch Ratings has
upgraded us and not Moody's or S&P. Therefore, we have
to think about the future, what the GDP growth is going
to be. Now, they are saying it may be even 3.5 per cent.
That is not going to guarantee us an upgrade. This
upgrade happened because of what happened previously.
That upgrade has to go up from B- to BB or BB+ based
on what the Government has in store in going forward.

Then, Sir, my penultimate point is that mixed signals
are damaging confidence. The Government’s recent
language does not help. The Leader of the House went on
television to complain that IMF reviews are too intense.
Perhaps the real problem is that the Government lacks
people who could push back on IMF officials on technical
grounds. Today, with Google Translate, everybody could
understand what is being said in Sinhala or Tamil. So,
you cannot hide from the IMF and speak in Sinhala; they
understand what is being said in Sinhala because of
Google Translate or ChatGPT. Then, the President has
been promising subsidies and tax cuts at rallies weeks
before the Cabinet has decided anything. The markets are
listening to these. If you think you can fool the market by
speaking in Sinhala, it would not happen. I am speaking
in English today because everybody at the IMF and at the
international markets could understand what I am saying
here. Therefore, do not try to fool the market; be smart
and play the market. Without market access, what would
happen is, the Government would become more and more
dependent on the IMF and the reviews it complains about.

Sir, my last point is, the foreign exchange reserves
have recovered, but remain well below the ideal levels of
ARA - Assessing Reserve Adequacy - metric of the IMF.
We are talking about this US Dollars 13 billion of
reserves we need to raise by the end of next year and so
on, and it has been adjusted down to US Dollars 11.8
billion. The issue is, within the monies we have in the
Central Bank as reserves, there are swaps which cannot
be used and also, the real Net International Reserves we
have are much lower than what has been publicly
announced.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD)

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, you have only one minute
left of your additional two minutes.

@S (30028 w) wEs ¢ BFDo Owmo
(oreryflg (SVrHH) anias & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Thank you, Sir.

If the Central Bank continues to purchase dollars, then
the non-borrowed reserves would go up and that is good.
But what has happened is, the Central Bank has,
sometimes, not been able to continue to purchase the kind
of reserves as they have done in certain months. For
instance, in August, the Central Bank bought almost US
Dollars 600 million, but in September, it dropped to just
US Dollars 65 million.

@S Bewdss G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, your additional minute
has also finished.

@G (89028w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo
(oressrfl@ (SvTHF) aniag & Hsvsur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

I will finish my speech in 30 seconds, Sir.

So, the picture I am trying to paint is that you cannot
just look at one time period and say, “This is a glorious
achievement" and so on. We appreciate the good work of
everyone. But, what has to happen is, this needs to be
taken forward and sustained and in order to do that, you
have to have policy consistency. Unless you have that
kind of policy consistency, we would not be able to
improve our ratings and get back to the international
markets.

Thank you, Sir.

®S Bewdsns G151

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan.
You have seven minutes.

©0 MBSO BTYHO D ¢essT Ovm
(oressTfl@ &S TCeusy FOMIPSHLD @& HSTF6I)
(The Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan)
No, Sir, I have been allotted eight minutes.

®0 Bewdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

We have been reducing times allotted right along.

[L0.L1. 12.25]

@0 MECeDR BTIYHO WD essT Owmo
(oressTfl@ S TGeusy FOMTPSHLD @&HSTF6T)
(The Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan)

Qaxergey  rgld  surprwsi  SeuisGear,  @)ermy
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(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of this House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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[wrsryflg (Bmws) Capwrad af fCssr] senevswi aus)E5TiHeT.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.

®0 Bewdss 0% 3w eswsBnSwe

(oreryflg Gussallsr Nrds sallareri ojsuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)

OO ORCe® gediBown Bewdws g@Bn®r. RAD®IO B0
112 moees crea»o.

[1.00 p.m.]

@0, Opdem gedBw Owm (DESIH ey
D10 805D Bewlds ¢g@rimsn®o)
(orerylle sairmis HCudibian - wss6sTL  wHMID
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(The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe - Deputy Minister of

Industry and Entrepreneurship Development)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, it was very
interesting to listen to my Friend from the Opposition,
who spoke and said that we should speak in English so
that the World Bank and the IMF would understand and
that we are trying to fool the Sri Lankan people by talking
in Sinhala. It is an interesting statement. Whether you
speak in English or Sinhala or whatever happened in this
country, the IMF clearly said that the bankruptcy was due
to structural and institutional corruption in this country.
The World Bank is also very clearly aware of the level of
corruption and mismanagement this country went
through, leading it to where we are today. The Leader of
the Opposition also spoke about poverty and the problems
we have today, which are due to mismanagement of the
economy by the so-called experts who could speak in
English. That was the problem in this country.

And, unfortunately, my Friend keeps asking us,
“What are we going to do with the bonds?” My Friend,
the theory and practical application of bonds are also
different. You want the Government to say whether it is
going to buy or issue bonds, which is market-sensitive
information. He is asking the Government to pre-inform
the market about what the Government is going to do
with the bonds. That is sensitive information, sensitive
data and a sensitive decision. Even the book states that it
could be done. We have a great plan as to how to manage
our debt. Also, we are very confident about our officers
in the Ministry, and we are guided by the relevant
authorities to ensure that we would manage this crisis far
better than they did.

Sir, today, as we speak about this particular
Regulation and the change in foreign external outflows, I
want to quote one statement, which our Opposition may
not have heard, maybe, because it is also in English. It is
a statement made at the Seventh Review of the IMF,
which states, I quote:

“Sri Lanka’s economy has proved remarkably resilient to
successive shocks.

They had clearly stated that Sri Lanka withstood two
or three consecutive shocks, but, unfortunately, our
Opposition is not willing to understand that. We came out
of an economic crisis; we faced Cyclone "Ditwah"; we
face a global economic crisis, triggering a fuel crisis and
we were also threatened by the tariff changes of the USA.
So, that is what the world has understood about this
country, and they are also very confident that we could
manage this debt, we could repay it and our foreign
exchange reserves are good enough for us to move
forward.

The Opposition keeps on talking about the gross
reserves. The IMF clearly says that their target and
condition are based on the net reserves. So, we have,
consecutively for the fourth year, achieved a net reserve
accumulation of more than US Dollars 1.5 billion. That is
very clear and we will be closing the year with reserves
amounting to US Dollars 8 billion.

At the same time, we have strengthened our fiscal
discipline and have consolidated our revenues, which
these experts could not do; the experts who could speak
in English could not do so for 76 years. That is the reality
in this country. They could not consolidate the revenue
from 2015 to 2019; they could not manage their expenses
and there was never a time or a Budget, through which
they could achieve the revenue target. There was never a
Budget through which they could stay within the cost
they planned in the first year. And, they are the people
who governed this country with overspending and
inefficiency in revenue collection. Now, they say that we
got a higher revenue because of vehicle imports, and that
same person stated in this Parliament last year that that is
a tactic at which the Government is going to fail and that
it is not going to get much revenue from vehicle imports.
Now, the tables have turned and they are saying that that
is the only reason why we have revenue consolidation.
Obviously, not. We climbed from 13.5 per cent to 16.7
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per cent, out of which the additional increase in revenue
from vehicle imports was about 1.2 per cent. That is
going to continue into this year is what the statistics are
showing because people are still importing vehicles. That
is what the Fiscal Policy Department has been doing to
succeed in all this over the last two-and-a-half years.

What we are doing now is contrary to what the
Opposition expected would happen, fearmongering and
chasing away the investors. That is exactly what they are
doing, fearmongering and trying to predict a bad picture
about this country. But, the action we are taking today is
giving confidence to the investors. What we are doing is
opening up the curtailed or restricted Capital Account of
this country; we have been gradually opening it up over
the last two years. Sometimes, they refer to Ranil
Wickremesinghe as having done a marvelous job in those
two years. No, what he did was contract the economy;
that was the result. What he did was increase the tax rates,
stop imports and restrict the Capital Account. So, if any
country would do that, it could preserve foreign
exchange. But, we are not doing that. We have opened the
entire import market; now, we are opening the capital
market and there is no restriction on capital outflows.
And, to reach the levels we had earlier, yes, it will take
time.

But, the signal we are giving is that our companies
here can now invest abroad, without prior approval of the
Central Bank, up to US Dollars 750,000 to meet their
investment needs. Even a non-resident who is considered
a migrant could repatriate about US Dollars 100,000, the
threshold of which was US Dollars 200,000 earlier. So,
with approval, we are allowing people to take money out
of this country. That is the change which is going to take
place, and we have come out of the economic crisis in a
very smooth way. If you really look at the review before
the last under the IMF Programme, you would understand
that they would have warned us, if such a threat existed.
But, no such threat existed.

At the same time, I have to say that bond issuance or
the ISB requirement of this country would be determined
by the Government, especially by the Public Debt
Management Office of the Ministry of Finance. We do
not have to tell the investors or the bondholders what we
are going to do. To do that would be ridiculous! So,
probably, these are the agents who have been dealing with
external ISBs and crippling this country by taking ISBs at
an extraordinary interest of 7 per cent in 2015 and 2016.
Now, we already know that it was that same Government
which existed from 2016 to 2019 which brought in the
Foreign Exchange Act and allowed illegal remittances
from this country. They have to be accountable for that.
They deregulated foreign exchange and ensured that it is
not a criminal activity to remit it. Therefore, people used
that loophole and sent money out of this country. Now,
we are curtailing that. So, those are things the people who
could speak English could not do for this country, and we
are making that reference now.

Today, we are also seeking approval for an ADB loan to
be disbursed to the SME sector of this country. ¢3¢ 20 ®ans
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Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, I would like
to bring to your attention that it is common knowledge
that there are almost 20 Iranian tankers stranded in waters
15 miles off the Southern Coast of Sri Lanka, over which
a very serious humanitarian disaster is awaiting to
happen, with severe political, economic and diplomatic
implications for Sri Lanka, unless immediate intervention
is taken to address the situation. But, what does the
Government declare? The Headline of "The Morning”
newspaper dated 04™ October, 2026 states, I quote:

“No supplies for Iranian ships: Govt.

“Vessels approx. 25 nautical miles offshore, outside SL
territorial sea: Foreign Min.

Ministry rejects reports of formal US-SL talks on denying
supplies for Iranian vessels”
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Then, what did our Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Employment and Tourism, the Hon. Vijitha
Herath, state in his speech at the UN General Assembly
in late September? He described how in March, 2026, Sri
Lanka responded to an emergency situation faced by an
Iranian ship in distress close to our territorial waters with
many sailors' lives in danger. He stated in his speech, I
quote:

"We took the difficult path of navigating a wilderness of
sensitivities and marshalling our limited national resources to
rescue and look after the wounded and sick."

That was the grandiose statement our Foreign
Minister made. The key message in his statement was the
thrust on humanitarian assistance, stating, I quote:

"We saw human lives in danger, and we acted - founding
ourselves on international law and on humanity. While
safeguarding our neutrality, we placed humanity above all else."

& B0 020008, e®xI) e®ew® Bwmd, | quote:

This, Mr. President, is the Sri Lanka we wish to bring before
the world - a small island nation with a big heart which believes
that even in times of conflict and profound division, there remains
space for humanity. And that is also what we wish to see reflected
in the world. We need a world where our capacity to uphold
humanity grows faster than our capacity to destroy it. That is the
transformation we should seek.
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We are really ashamed at the conduct of this
Government. The Hon. President made a speech after
rescuing the few remaining Iranian sailors. Hundreds of
them died because we did not allow them to come into
our territorial waters. Having contributed to their ultimate
death, finally, the Hon. President made a very grandiose
statement.
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The Government, therefore, should consider
extending the much-expected humanitarian assistance in
this most deserving instance. It should send out a
message to the world that, at the same time, it remains
neutral while adhering to humanitarian principles and that
our country would never be privy to any humanitarian
disaster happening on land or at seas within its region.
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“Sri Lanka’s economy has proved remarkably resilient to
successive shocks. Economic activity expanded by 4.2 per cent in
2026 Q2, marking eleven consecutive quarters of strong growth.
While headline inflation rose to 8 per cent y/y in August due to the
global oil price shock, expectations are broadly anchored.
Gross official reserves have increased, reaching US$6.9 billion at
end-August 2026. Banks remain well capitalized and profitable."
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I would like to speak on two
very important legislations - the Foreign Exchange Act
and the Public Debt Management Act - which are relevant
in today’s context. Both are relevant in today's context
becasue as a country that is coming out of a debt
delinquency and which has made a soft landing, it is
necessary to build up our foreign reserves, our
investments and give the necessary confidence to Sri
Lankan and foreign investors to bring forex into the
country. Foreign exchange is something that has got to be
looked at, as to how we are going to make it more user-
friendly. Then, in public debt management, we could look
at the best possible way to reduce our debt and increase
our participation in the world.

Sir, today, the World Bank reports that Sri Lanka's
economy has reached pre-crisis levels, but the recovery
remains incomplete and uneven with household incomes
and labour market outcomes still lagging. Then, the IMF,
which issued their Article IV Report just a couple of days
ago, states that the economy is fragile, and shifting from
stabilization to economic transformation is a necessity,
where structural reforms are imperative and absolutely
essential. They further state that the Budget must be in
line with their programme in order to get the seventh
tranche and that further reforms are needed to improve
debt collection, maintain tax fairness, for reserve
obstacles to be rectified in public institutions and in
reconstruction, for the anti-corruption law to be made
more public, to improve trade and labour regulations and
maintain inflation.

Sir, all those are matters that have been spoken about
from the day we entered into an agreement with them.
Then, what is it that they missed telling us or which they
had been telling us during the last period and which has
not been spoken of before? If you take your mind back to
when this particular change of things happened in April,
2022, we declared bankruptcy, which was done without
the approval of Parliament. Then, we came out of it after
rather rigid financial regulations had been put in place
under the Public Financial Management Act and the
Public Debt Management Act et cetera. In September,
2024, the total reserves of this country were US Dollar
6,100 million and today, in October, 2026, they gone up
to only US Dollar 6,900 million, even though we got
three IMF tranches, with which we should be having
around US Dollar 7,200 million. Inflation was at minus 1
per cent then, and it is 8.1 per cent today. Poverty, which
was 46 per cent then, has risen to 65 per cent today, as per
the World Bank. The Current Account had a surplus in
September, 2024 and today, it has a deficit of Rs. 7.2
billion. The dollar was Rs. 293 then, and it is Rs. 333
today. The total debt, which is the most important aspect,
was Rs. 28.2 trillion as of September, 2024 and today, it
is Rs. 33.6 trillion, an increase of Rs. 5.4 trillion in the
last 23 months. The surplus in the balance of payments,
which was Rs. 2 billion, has become a deficit of Rs. 7.2
billion today.

Then, Sir, I would like to refer to the contradictory
economic stand that is being taken by the IMF. I believe
that once a country goes into bankruptcy, it is necessary
to use the IMF to come out of it, but certainly it does not
bestow the right on the IMF to push people beyond the
accepted, reasonable limit. The people of this country
must be saluted for bearing the brunt of the entire
economic crisis of our country. They are the ones who
helped us get revenue into this country, going through the
difficult period. But, even after all that, when there are
only three months more starting by the end of the year to
go on with the IMF, we still find them putting
conditionalities instead of being part and parcel of the
success story of this country.

Being in the Opposition, I would tell the Government
that this is not the time to walk away from the IMF. If
you do so, the World Bank, the ABB, the AIB, the ADB
et cetera would see it as a foreign entity that gives them
the comfort factor with the Government moving towards
a financially-disciplined destination. There are just three
months more for the IMF Agreement to come to an end.
Therefore, I call upon the Government to ensure that we
renegotiate on a less rigid approach instead of being
harsh and unrealistic to have a more financially
disciplined eighteenth agreement with the IMF, which
would help us to go forwards to become a more safer
destination.

Sir, what is most precarious in this entire thing is that,
during this period, we saw the rich getting richer and the
poor becoming impoverished to being even poorer. I will
refer to two classic examples which would help to
corroborate my claim. The income share of the top 10 per
cent of the population in 2015 was 30 per cent of the total
income. Today, in 2025, that figure has gone up to 36
per cent of the total income. The poorest 10 per cent of
the population had only 3.6 per cent of the total income in
2015. But, today, it has gone down to 1.5 per cent. That
is, the poorest 10 per cent of the population has only 1.5
per cent of the total income. So, the economic growth has
been rather skewed, with the rich getting richer and the
poor becoming impoverished to the extent that 65 per
cent of our population living within the poverty level. Sir,
what we have been saying right along is that we must
decolourize the economy. Instead of just relying on
growth in numbers, we need to look at the aspect of real
growth in this country. The Central Bank says that
inflation, which was a deflation about two years ago, has
now become a hyperinflation of 8§ per cent with the
inflation of food and consumer items going up by 8.3 per
cent. The Central Bank also says that inflation relief is
months away, that it is not something that could be
control immediately and is in a dangerous state.

Sir, my concern is that we must cut across the
political divide and build a strong economy which would
be able to withstand external pressure. We are entering a
world of turbulent times, navigating dangerous territories.
So, as a result, we must ensure that we beef up our
reserves and get investments coming into the country.

Then, take the Free Trade Zone Manufacturers
Association. What have they dealt with in the last two
years and what suggestions have they made to the
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country? We must ensure that the foreign exchange
coming into the country is protected. Give them benefits.
Is it happening? I call upon the Chairman of the Port City
and the Chairman of the Bol, who has just taken over his
responsibilities, to ensure that the necessary
encouragement, motivation, incentives and relief are
provided to them. Instead of just saying, "We are
basically looking at investments amounting to US Dollars
3 billion", we must ensure that the existing investments
are protected. They are asking to improve exporters' tax
treatment. Now, this country is overtaxed. There is no
point in saying you are collecting money, if you are not
spending the money efficiently as well as if we are
impoverishing -
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If you look at the tax treatment today, we are paying
30 per cent. Whether the company is small, medium or
whether it is related to agriculture, education or renewable
energy, the tax rate is 30 per cent. You also pay a SSCL
of 2.5 per cent. And, paying 32. 5 per cent on any invoice
to the Inland Revenue Department is a crime! But, we can
also look at the same thing in a more incentive-based
manner. You charge, maybe, 18 to 24 per cent and ensure,
if you plough back the investments into that, you get a
higher tax benefit. That is the way to take the country
forward. We have 245,000 companies incorporated with
the Registrar of Companies, but effectively, only 30,500
companies are paying taxes. The companies which pay
taxes do so, and the rest have been completely annihilated
to the extent of non-performing at the moment. These are
people who do exports from this country. Therefore, I call
upon the Government to ensure that their export
processing zones are upgraded with more simplified
operational activities. Today, the Bol is not a one-stop
shop, but has become a permanent problem. So, I call
upon its new Chairman Duminda Hulangamuwa, who has
all the credentials and assistance, being the President’s
adviser, to focus on these areas. He would be able to
achieve the investment target. The Bol has targeted
investments amounting to US Dollars 1.5 billion this year,
but still, we have attracted only US Dollars 220 million.
We have another three months to go before the end of the
year, but is it attainable?

Now, look at the Maldives, which is close to us.

§Roes200618) S OB ®o

(orerLfl@ SewevewLSTERIGL 2 DN SjeuTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO OEROB, RDH®I0 BuBm mEw ¢demid. & Ben
WD ¢dewsy HOBIB.

®3G 08 WO EDIZNBZ DV

(oressrfl@ rafl smewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I am quoting from an article which appeared in the
“Maldives Business Review” dated 21* September, 2026,
written by Mohamed Hilmy.

“Historic $ 20 Billion Maldives Waterfront and Marina Set to
Transform Nation’s Economy”

It is US Dollars 20 billion!. And, it is just one project
they are talking about. We, Sri Lanka, is much more
blessed than the Maldives. The Maldives has only the
beaches; we have everything that is possible on earth. So,
first, you ensure that a team visits these companies and
that we are able to get this rather than the Maldives. The
Maldives could get a fraction. Their economy is only US
Dollars 8 billion. Our GDP is almost US Dollars 90
billion. So, ensure that we are able to get this because we
could provide far more than what Maldives could. We
have a 30 per cent tax rate, a 2.5 per cent SSCL, the
highest electricity rate and a 15 per cent labour cost. So,
ensure that we make this a more friendly nation for
investments.

Also, I would like to ask why this country is putting
limits on inward remittance. Let it be unlimited, if it
comes through the natural banking process. KYCs need
to be given, ensuring that money and investments come
in. Also tell the IMF that if they are unable to create
reserves, we will give qualifying investments that are
there.
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So, on that particular basis, I call upon the
Government to ensure that we give the necessary benefits
to the investers. Look at the global minimum tax. There is
no point in giving a 5 per cent return to an investor
domiciled in the UK or the USA, because if we give a 5
per cent return, the benefit goes to the mother country.
So, we must ensure that we have tax holidays with
qualifying payments and profit-related incentives.
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Because of that, I call upon you to ensure that we
consolidate, get our reserves increased, attract
investments, the unemployment of the talented youth,
which is at 43 per cent, is addressed and we walk together
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.35 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 07th October, 2026.
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The Hon. Vijitha Herath, Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Employment and Tourism has requested for two
weeks’ time to reply to Question No. 01 - 2389/2026 -
raised by the Hon. Hector Appuhamy, appearing in
today's Order Paper.
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CENTRAL PROVINCE SPORTS COLOURS AWARDING
CEREMONY, 2025: DETAILS
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@r@mev, ersir?

the

Minister of Public Administration,

Provincial Councils and Local Government:

Is he aware that -

@)
asked
(a)
)
(ii)
(iii)
(®)

an Annual Provincial Sports Tournament is
conducted by the Ministry of Sports of the
Central Provincial Council;

a Sports Colours Awarding Ceremony is
held for the winners of the said tournament
for the relevant year; and

the said Sports Colours Awarding
Ceremony is held and colours are awarded
prior to the final day of the Provincial
Sports Tournament of the ensuing year?

Will he also inform this House -

)

(if)
(iii)

(iv)

whether provisions have been allocated for
the Central Province Sports Colours
Awarding Ceremony for the year 2025;

if so, the amount of provisions allocated;

whether the date scheduled for holding the
Colours Awarding Ceremony has been
postponed after the allocation of provisions;

if so, the number of times it has been
postponed;

188

whether the Colours Awarding Ceremony
has already been held;

if not, the date on which it is scheduled to
be held;

if the said ceremony will not be held, the
present status of the provisions allocated for
that purpose;

whether a date has been fixed for the final
competition of the Central Province Sports
Tournament for the year 2026; and

if so, the said date?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@0 (Bwbw) J.90.08.80. Do Dwmo (Soess
88Em, B8 wwo B8Y BT BIRD gLImBHE)
(wressryfl@ (Currdifwi) er.6Té.6TiD.6T8. SLWTSeT - G
BlH6UTS, LOTSHTENT FEOLISET LHMILD 2 _6TeahyTL o HewLOFFiT)
(The Hon. (Prof.)) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna - Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government)
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(@ (i), (i), (iii) - The Provincial Department of Sports
organizes an awarding ceremony annually to
present colours to athletes who represented the
province and emerged as champions at National
Sports Tournament.

(O
(if)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

(vi)

(viii)

(ix)

)

Yes.

Rs. 10.58 million.

Yes.

Once.

Yes.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.

Yes.

07th and 08th November, 2026.
Not applicable.

(¢) Not applicable
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Ui @)dFFewLd@ Smlalliiuryr?

(o) @)eirCmev, eyesr?

asked the Minister of Defence:
(a)  Will he inform this House, in relation to the TH-57

Sea

Ranger helicopters recently provided to Sri

Lanka by the United States, the -

@

(i)

(iif)
(iv)

™)

date on which the Government of Sri Lanka
submitted the request to acquire the said
helicopters, and the date on which the
approval of the United States Government
was received;

date on which the acquisition agreement
was signed, the parties to the said
agreement, and the mode of acquisition
(whether as a donation, a loan, or a sale);

estimated market value in US Dollars;

original purchase value and the current
value as indicated in the Excess Defense
Articles - EDA - documents;

primary tasks for which they are expected to
be deployed,;
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(vi) total expenditure incurred by the
Government of Sri Lanka up to the point of
acquisition of them;

(vil) amount spent, after receiving the said
helicopters, on repairing, restoring them to
an airworthy condition, and certification;
and

(viii)  total number of flying hours completed so
far and the number of remaining flying
hours, separately according to the
registration number of each aircraft?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake - President, Minister
of Defence, Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development and Minister of Digital Economy)
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1. During the Airmen-to-Airmen
discussions held between the United
States of America and Sri Lanka in
Hawaii in 2023, a request was made to
explore  diplomatic  avenues  for
obtaining helicopters for the basic
training of the Sri Lanka Air Force.

2. Thereafter, in relation to the said
requirement, Diplomatic Note No. 0099
-23-CE dated 30 June, 2023 was
received from the Embassy of the
United States of America in Sri Lanka.

3. It is stated therein that the Government
of the United States of America is
unable to provide helicopters of the Bell
206 type currently used by the Sri Lanka
Air Force as Excess Defense Articles -
EDA. However, it has been informed
that TH-57 Sea Ranger helicopters are
available for transfer under the EDA
programme.

4. Thereafter, the concurrence of the Sri
Lanka Air Force for the provision of the
said aircraft was conveyed to the
Embassy of the United States of
America by letter No. MOD/DEF/FD-
11/168 dated 06th September, 2023.

5. Thereafter, the final draft of the relevant

Letter of Offer and Acceptance - LOA -
was received by the Ministry of Defence
on 14th August, 2025.

1. The relevant agreement was signed by
the Ministry of Defence with the
Government of the United States of
America on 15th October, 2025.

2. Furthermore, the said helicopters have

been offered on a Free of Cost - FOC -
basis.

The estimated market value is US Dollars
4,000,000.00.

The original purchase value was US Dollars

742,000.00, while the current estimated
total value is US Dollars 434,000.00.

The use of these helicopters for basic

helicopter training of the Sri Lanka Air
Force.

1. In accordance with the approval granted

under Cabinet Paper No.
25/1381/803/038 dated 19th August,
2025, a sum of US Dollars 397,630.00
was paid to the Government of the
United States of America as
administrative charges at the end of
2025.
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(vii) The value of the spare parts imported to
date for repairs is US Dollars 8,260.00.
However, no payment has been made in

2. In accordance with the approval granted

by the Cabinet of Ministers under
Cabinet Paper No. 25/2485/803/038-11

dated 29th December, 2025, approval respect thereof.
was granted for a sum of Rs.
101,758,480.00 (inclusive of 18 per cent (viii)
VAT) for the ground transportation,
dismantling, crating and packing, Total Flying
securing, loading, transportation by land Hours After
up to a seaport in the United States of Serial | Aircraft |Aircraft Assignment
. . erial . . to the Sri .
America, and sea transportation of 10 No, | Registra- | Serial | /oo, -5 Air Frame
helicopters. However, no payment has tionNo. | No-|g;rce (up to
yet been made in respect thereof. 1270366[)“
3. Following the award of the contract, a Total | po - inin
. . Flying ning
series of regulatory requirements Hours Flying
mandatorily imposed by the relevant Logged Hours
United States Federal regulatory May con-
authority ~arose, resulting in an tinue to fly
additional expenditure of US Dollars continuous-
121,128.65. Accordingly, after L. | SHT771 | 3706 14.10 28142.10 ;zrt\’,?s:gb?ﬁ
incorporating the said variation, the ity (On
revised total contract value is US Condition).
Dollars  400,526.03, whlch remains > | sar7m2 | 3715 5745 27578.45
payable as transportation charges.
Arrangements are currently being made 3. | SHT 773 | 3718 20.55 17785.35
to submit a Cabinet Memorandum
seeking the approval of the Cabinet of 4. | SHT774 | 3752 19.35 30109.35
Ministers for the payment thereof.. . s | sur77s | 3758 13.45 2756745
Furthermore, the details of the additional
charges are as follows: 6. | SHT776 | 3767 13.30 29449.30
Amount (Rs.) Description 7. SHT 777 3836 11.20 27084.50
294,673,459.00 | Customs duties and charges 8. SHT 778 3845 14.05 19755.05
17,573.02 | Charges paid to the shipping transport agent 9. SHT 779 | 3761 11.40 27617.40
258,891.00 | Charges paid to the Sri Lanka Ports
Authority 10. SHT 780 | 3742 14.55 28298.55
354,000.00 | Payment made to David Peiris Logistics for
the transportation of 05 containers containing
aircraft to the Katunayake Air Force Base (b) Not applicable.
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