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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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The Hon. Habeebu Lebbe Mohammed Rifan made and subscribed
the Affirmation required by Law, and signed the Book at the Table.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Speaker, 1 present the Annual Report of the
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission of Sri
Lanka for the year 2023.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Science, Technology and
Digital Transformation.
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(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Ports and Civil

Aviation and Minister of Energy)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Sarath Kumara, Attorney-at-Law)

@B WY GV, e FRWBD ©Y DaBw
308 @B wveds’ ¢y ydm e - (1):

@ O

8 Com0ed 0® D25 80 B Om 05 'gy@ens
Q01 DaBw @D ey OIS
»oed;

(i) o®wdnc LFdmed, IV Yod®n
eC®® mOdiwed, NeDEEDE ©®
B8 @0wWiesed, 0DE e $Bm iE
esined ¢ ddsEdme e® Om O
OB OB GBI OBIE;

(il) oot O, dv MO WBwwsY wews WD
WO AT esIE;

(iv) °O© PsEGmIw BICHE WOD §IBEISGW/
G5 WO,

(v) ©dseomne 98R8® wews ¢do &8 g 8301w
OMIBDeE;

(Vi) ©® duELe OBsY BOFDIeeD) WY CAB
B WD,

(Vi) ©g8s 08z 02 neg O© LN O8sY
OGO 1@ QIOGBT 301500 @O e

(viil) ©® gisEmEews E ©¢ o OES
©0085Y woBsIeric;

@535 OB @OV 500 ¢IOT 53!
(a0) ovndee5®, S &xie?

SHevall
Qarfhssval ewwiFmwrarsusnrd sl L aflerr:

(@) @

Ulrgw  oewwdFmD  Heval, 2w LHmILD

@evkimsullsy sHGUTE Opsdgster o wir

wi L gFleorer QAMwi eurerenis  ailmoHSI

uuflhd Blepevwibiss wrene;

(i) Ourerrrssmey wraul L GHl, Llewev LrCss
Qewevrari Liflalev, GamGleusvGlasy &Ermi
geeusvir  Uiflafley,  Geusvevsivery  Cpdlwi
LITL_FTened@ S| (Hdlspisiter Blemsowid smHGLTg)
LweTUBSSLILIGSSTDST;

(iii) <=y wesflsv, YL
LweTuBSSLILGSIDSI;

(iv) GupLiy plewewdbeng BlHeuHldH@GHD ewivda!

BIMIQUGTHIGSET WTen6;

6T858% (IHLDMIS EH I THLI



2013 2026 5182 ®@28 24 2014

V) Gupuig Blewawsens P LLILSDH GF (i) OO PABE PHHO WD VWIBBHWO ©®B
Qasvall_riu (Bsitar Qrssls Lswis Gsrens Cled.

) qurg.,J, o o . (il)) D>Eww, e, VWV FOIDBIWRWS, LB

(i)  Guoprng plevsvwismed BLSsLLGID 5052 GBI OB HwodOm WS Bey,

urL_QBDIs6r wreney;

(vil)  &Lbg 2 2y T(hS6mlsmieir GupLig
[BlEmEVILIBIS6ITELPSVLD vl Cupm
g Aflwirsefle stevrenilsens wrg;;

(viii) Guoprig BIMI6UEITE S 6D QULPBISLILI(HILD
Gaemeusssit LsImISlau Tiiihs L _gFHleL
2 _GTETEITOUT,

STETLIENS Sjsui (B)FFemLid@ Splaillimyr?
(=) @)6ir@mev, s76iT?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) the  Premier  Teacher  Professional
Development Training Centres that are
currently in operation in Sri Lanka;

(i) whether the centre located near the
Wellassa National School in the Hewelwela
Grama Niladhari Division of the Bibile
Divisional Secretary's Division in the
Monaragala District is currently being
utilized;

(iii)  if so, the purposes for which the said centre
is being utilized,;

(iv) the Ministry/institutions
purview the said centre falls;

under whose

(v) the total cost incurred for the construction of
the said centre;

(vi) the courses being conducted by the said
centre;

(vii) the number of teachers who have received
training from the said centres during the
past two years; and

(viii) whether the services provided by the said
institution are being delivered effectively?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna - Deputy Minister of

Education and Higher Education)
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(The Hon. Sarath Kumara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna)
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic

Development:

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

whether he admits that the financial
inclusion of persons with disabilities has
been ensured through the Financial
Consumer Protection Regulations and the
Consumer Charter Addendum of the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka;

whether he admits that certain banks refuse
to permit persons with visual impairments
to open individual bank accounts, obtain
credit facilities and act as guarantors;

the steps that have been taken to implement
the regulations referred to in (i) above
across all banks in practice; and

the measures that will be taken to revise the
internal credit policies maintained by banks
in violation of those rules?

Will he also inform this House -

)

(ii)

whether he admits that, although
standardized ramps and low-height service
counters should be available in all bank
branches for wheelchair users and persons
of the short-stature community, the majority
of bank branches do not have such
facilities; and

the measures that will be taken to ensure
that such facilities are provided in all bank
branches?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Women and Child Affairs:
(a)  Will she inform this House -

)
(ii)

(iif)

the number of child development centres
registered in the Western Province;

out of the said child development centres,
the number of those which are operated by
the Government and by voluntary
organizations, separately;

the number of children in such centres who
have completed 18 years of age;

(iv)

™)
(vi)

(vii)

2022

whether there is a formal programme in
place for social integration of such children
who have completed the said age;

if so, the said programme;

whether there is a follow-up process in
place regarding the children who are so
integrated into society; and

if so, the said process?

(b)  Will she also inform this House -

@

(ii)

(iif)

whether there has been any report of boys
who leave child development centres under
the said social integration programme
currently in place resorting to misbehaviour
or illegal activities;

whether there is a situation where the girls
who leave child development centres later
send even their children to such centres due
to the lack of adequate follow-up process
regarding such girls after they have left the
centres; and

if legal measures are expected to be taken
to prevent such situations, such measures?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj - Minister of
Women and Child Affairs)
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asked the

Prime Minister and Minister of Education,

Higher Education and Vocational Education:
(a)  Will she inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)
v)

(vi)

whether she is aware that long-standing
anomalies exist in the salaries and pensions
of public servants in Sri Lanka;

the date on which the Public Servants’
Salaries and Pensions Commission was
appointed by the present Government to
resolve the said issues, and its scope of
work;

the names and addresses of the members of
the Commission;

the amount of money that has been spent so
far on the activities of the Commission;

the recommendations that have been given
by the said Commission; and

the measures that will be taken to
implement the said recommendations?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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POTTUVIL: STEALING OF FISH CATCH
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(=) @srGmed, ersir?

asked the
Resources:

(@)
@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean

Will he inform this House -

whether he is aware that pirates are
reportedly stealing the fish catch of deep-
sea fishermen operating in the coastal
waters from Batticaloa to Pottuvil,

whether he is aware that the aforesaid
situation has seriously disrupted the
livelihoods of the affected fishermen and
caused significant economic hardship to
their families;

whether he accepts that the continued
prevalence of this situation may result in a
significant number of fishermen being
compelled to leave the traditional fishing
industry;

whether a special programme has been
implemented to identify and monitor high-
speed mechanically propelled vessels used
for piracy;

the legal actions that have been taken
against the pirates and persons supporting
them identified to date;
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(vi) the steps that have been taken by the
Ministry thus far in this regard, in
coordination with the Sri Lanka Navy and
other relevant institutions; and

(vi)) the permanent solutions that have been
implemented to ensure the safety of
fishermen engaged in deep-sea fishing
activities in the said area?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar - Minister of

Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the annual production of maize in Sri Lanka
from 01.01.2025 to date;

(i) whether maize has been imported during
the said period;

(ii)) if so, the expenditure incurred on such
imports; and

(iv) the measures that will be taken to promote
maize cultivation?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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BENEFITS ACCRUED

2274/2026
8. © -0 D BBSw wmo
(omrevorLyfl@ sehFer QeusdlLiLil qur)
(The Hon. Kanchana Welipitiya)
9B 808D, WS GadWeen WY Y BOICHIIOO®
2@ @ens’ gy ydme - (1):

(@) (1) comwweas 085  ayeemEsICEde
edBu @ ICYedrw nE dNmbwe
2:085Q5) OB B ®@m W6 Bedc;

(i) & ewecwo Dwwd B §O Yo emas®anc;

(i) ©® OsosaBe @c@w BBE VBT geder WE
5B woede;

(iv) o® 9mBO cHeony B yhcw wy OO
g8 G @B yBcBs  weansd
OIBOeE;

@B O @O w®dD ¢ esie?
(a0) ozndeE5®, d @sie?

#rmow  gUlallhsd), Fupsls uTHSTOL WHMID Feps
ugpiay L (hewa SewwFFemrd Csl L ailer:

(o) () owwsfesr 2 Ta I miIGaNI6STLE LIVVEV

Ur8ss gewu Yepwasls  LITCasadgid@er

9alms5)5

BEDL_(LpewMLILI(HSS LI (DTS T 6TEITLIENSIL|LD;

LsVGBBTES S L GlomrsiTmy
(i) GCupuyg FLsHsaETEs  Geeval Liul L
QTS BIF 6T6U66TE)Y 6TEITLIEH S UJLD;
(iii) GupLiy H L sewg rbLiliLgerepsOd 6T
UMT&SSLILIL L BETenLOSHET WITED6 6T6ITLISNSLD;
@iv) @)sisuemr CQuDmIGE S TETOTLILIL (R6iTOT  HEdTeLD
&6 WOMID  ybHBssTewEars  ClupmisiTer
vwereflEeflsir  sTaiTenilbend WITH| 6TETLIENS
ujtb;
e @)FFem L@ pledliumyr?
(%) @G, oroi?

asked the Minister of Rural Development, Social
Security and Community Empowerment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether a multipurpose development
project has been implemented by the
Ministry within the Angunakolapelessa
Pradeshiya Sabha area;

(ii) the total amount of money spent on that
purpose;

(iii)  the benefits expected from initiating the said
project; and

(iv) the benefits accrued so far, along with the
number of beneficiaries who have received
the said benefits?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:

(a) Ishe aware that -

)

(i)

there are shortcomings in the Delmar
Divisional Hospital, which is a main
hospital in the Udapussellawa area;

patients are referred to the Nuwara Eliya or
Kandy Hospitals on certain occasions as the
primary care facilities in the said hospital
are insufficient to provide treatment in the
event of an emergency or to provide other
special services;

(iii) the said hospital does not possess
ambulance facilities;

(iv) patients are compelled to travel to other
hospitals by hiring vehicles at their own
expense due to this situation; and

(v) alarge population of residents from remote
villages and the estate sector reside in the
areas surrounding the said hospital?

(b) Will he inform this House the steps taken to
overcome these difficulties?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a) Ishe aware that -

(i) Negampaha Divisional Hospital in the
Anuradhapura District is classified as a
Grade "C" divisional hospital;

(i) three medical officers are required to be
attached to the said hospital in accordance
with its approved cadre; and

(iii)  difficulties have arisen in the provision of
healthcare services due to the fact that only
one medical officer is currently serving at
the said hospital?

(b) Will he inform this House -

(1) whether actions will be taken to fill the
existing vacancies of medical officers at the
hospital and to appoint the required number
of medical officers; and

(i) if so, the expected time frame for
implementing the above actions?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera - Deputy

Minister of Defence)

©0 ®Osvemn®A, the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake had
asked nine questions about the El Nifio effect and our
preparedness for it.

The Answer is as follows:

1. The National El Nifio Preparedness and
Response Plan :

The Disaster Management Centre is currently
operating the National Disaster Management Plan
- NDMP - and the National Emergency Operation
Plan - NEOP - to respond to the El Nifio situation.
Also, the Disaster Management Centre - DMC -
coordinates multi-hazard disaster and hazard-
specific preparedness arrangements. Where
forecasts indicate increased drought or other El
Niflo-related impacts, the DMC coordinates
preparedness actions through the National
Emergency Management Committee, the District
Disaster Management Coordinating Units and
relevant technical agencies.

2. Lead coordinating mechanism:

Under the Disaster Management Act, No.13 of
2005, the Disaster Management Centre functions
as the national coordinating agency for disaster
management. For El Nifio-related disaster risks,
the Disaster Management Centre coordinates with
the already established official subcommittee lead
by the Ministry of Environment for preparedness
and response activities and further, with the
Department of Meteorology, the NBRI, the
Irrigation Department, the Mahaweli Authority,



2065

2026 65135)1@@5 24

the Water Management Secretariat, the District
Secretariats, provincial administrations and other
Line Ministries through national and district
coordination mechanisms. Technical leadership for
sector-specific interventions remains with the
respective line agencies. In this regard, the Cabinet
-appointed Subcommittee and the Technical
Committee on the management of El Nifio climate
impacts chaired by the Hon. (Dr.) Dammika
Patabendi, Minister of Environment has met four
times on 30" June, 2026, 20" July, 2026, 17"
August, 2026 and 31* August, 2026 respectively.
At those meetings, the following matters had been
discussed and decisions were taken on.

e Official communication of climate
updates: The Department of Meteorology
should be responsible for issuing official
updates and information regarding the
prevailing and anticipated climatic
conditions.

e Public awareness and unified
communication: The importance of
keeping the public adequately informed
about the prevailing situation and the
Government’s preparedness to address
potential impacts was emphasized. It was
further highlighted that all relevant
institutions ~ should communicate a
consistent and unified message to the
public. Media institutions and relevant
government  organizations should be
informed about Government decisions and
official forecasts.

e National Action Plan and coordinated
preparedness: The need to develop a
National Action Plan with a clear
implementation  timeline to  guide
preparedness and response measures was
emphasized. Relevant government
institutions should work through a single,
coordinated process to ensure effective
implementation.

e Sector-specific impacts: It has been
recognized that the impacts of El Niilo
could vary significantly across sectors
depending on the timing and duration of the
climatic conditions. Agriculture has been
identified as the sector most likely to be
significantly affected, requiring particular
attention in preparedness and response
planning.

e The importance of providing early
information on crop yields had also
been highlighted to facilitate timely
decision-making with respect to the
impact’s failings and appropriate
interventions.

e Raising farmers’ awareness of drought
-resistant crop varieties and short-
duration crops and the need to bring
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forward the Yala cultivation season by
two weeks and the provision of
advance information  regarding
harvesting has also been discussed.

e Regarding requirement for guidelines
to be formulated for agriculture and
food security, officials from the
Ministry of Agriculture have been
instructed to take the necessary steps
and raise awareness among farmers
and officials.

e During the Committee meeting, discussions
were held regarding the likelihood of the
occurrence of a Super El Nifio event and its
potential impacts. It had been noted that
forecasting weather conditions during such
an event could be challenging and that
extreme weather conditions may occur.

e The Committee has highlighted the
importance of preparing institutional action
plans in anticipation of potential impacts.
Attention was also drawn to effective water
resource management to ensure the
continuous supply of drinking water as well
as the preparation of action plans to
safeguard food security.

e The Committee had further discussed the
need to implement necessary measures to
address potential issues relating to the
supply of drinking water and declining
water levels in reservoirs.

e It had been noted that, in managing water
resources in districts potentially affected by
El Nifio conditions, groundwater resources
should be properly managed and water
levels in reservoirs and tanks should be
continuously monitored.

e It had been further emphasized that
accurate, district-level weather forecasts
should be provided to relevant institutions
to enable them to take timely and
precautionary actions.

e A media briefing on El Nifio impacts had
been conducted on 20™ August, 2026 to
raise public awareness regarding the
prevailing  situation. It had  been
communicated that the Government is
continuously monitoring the situation and
will take prompt and appropriate action
whenever necessary.

Disaster Management Centre
Budget allocations - Details are given in Annex 1.

Budget provisions specifically allocated to the
Disaster Management Centre for disaster
preparedness and emergency response are
managed under the approved annual Government
Budget and relevant Treasury provisions.
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National Disaster Relief Services Centre

The following measures have been taken to ensure
the provision of drinking water and related relief
services to populations affected by drought
conditions:

Provision of drinking water
Priority is given to supplying drinking water.

Bottled drinking water is provided only in
instances where such supply is not feasible.

Eligibility for Distribution
Drinking water distribution is carried out only

upon certification by the relevant authorities,
namely,

o District Secretary

e Divisional Secretary/Assistant Divisional
Secretary - Provision of drinking water
during drought conditions (Including El
Nifio preparedness) by National Disaster
Relief Services Centre

e Representative of the local authority

e Medical Officer of Health/ Public Health
Inspector

e District and Divisional Development
Officers (Disaster Relief Services) and

e  Grama Niladari

Distribution of water is undertaken only in
areas where,

o all existing water sources are dry or
insufficient;

e 1o portable water source is available within
a 750-metre radius; and

e 1o water supply scheme is available through
the National Water Supply and Drainage
Board -NWSDB - or other institutions.

Emergency Measures

Where severe drought conditions are declared by
the Department of Meteorology and a large
number of people are affected, drinking water is
supplied at the Divisional Secretariat level.

Coordination and Implementation

District Secretaries coordinate with the National
Disaster Relief Services Centre - NDRSC - to
ensure effective implementation. Water is sourced
only from locations approved by the National
Water Supply and Drainage Board - NWSDB - or
authorized officers under the Food Act.

Approved Expenditure

The following expenditures are permitted for water
distribution:
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e  Fuel costs for water bowsers

e Overtime allowances for drivers and
assistants

e Payments for temporary drivers and
assistants (as per District Price Committee
rates)

e Other essential operational expenses
(Maintenance and servicing costs of water
bowsers are not covered.)

Water Allocation

The standard daily water allocation is six litres per
person. However, in view of the El Niilo
conditions and increased drought severity, that
had been enhanced up to 15 litres per person per
day, considering both drinking and essential
sanitary needs.

Provision of Drinking Water and Emergency
Relief Allocation

In 2026, the National Disaster Relief Services
Centre - NDRSC - was allocated Rs. 12,500
million under Vote No. 1501 for emergency relief,
to provide essential assistance to disaster-affected
communities, including the supply of drinking
water and food - cooked meals and dry rations.
For the year 2027, a provision of Rs. 2,000 million
has been specifically allocated for the supply of
drinking water.

Availability of Water Distribution Assets

A total of 325 water bowsers, including tractor
bowsers, had been handed over to the relevant
authorities to facilitate the distribution of drinking
water in drought-affected areas.

Monitoring and reporting

Regular monitoring is carried out through weekly
and monthly reports submitted by Development
Officers (Disaster Relief Services) to District
Secretariats and the NDRSC.

Additional Measures

The NDRSC continues to coordinate further relief
measures in accordance with Government policy
decisions to mitigate the impact of drought and
ensure uninterrupted access to safe drinking water.

These measures have been implemented to ensure
timely, equitable and efficient provision of
drinking water to affected populations,
particularly in response to the anticipated impacts
of El Nifo and prolonged dry weather conditions.

Disaster Management Centre
Assessment of duration and severity:

The Disaster Management Centre - DMC - relies
on official forecasts and technical assessments
issued by the Department of Meteorology and
other competent scientific institutions. The DMC
continuously monitors hazard information and
undertakes preparedness coordination based on
the official forecasts received.
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Department of Meteorology

A strong El Niflo event is currently developing and
is expected to intensify further during August-
October, 2026.

The World Meteorological Organization - WMO -
and leading global climate centres indicate that El
Nifio conditions will continue through the end of
2026, with a 97 per cent probability of persisting
into early 2027. A positive Indian Ocean Dipole -
IOD - is also forecasted to occur simultaneously,
which may enhance climate impacts across the
Indian Ocean Region.

The combined influence of El Nifo and the
positive 10D or the Indian Ocean Dipole may
increase the risk of floods, particularly during the
latter part of the year.

El Nifio is one of the strongest drivers of global
climate variability and can significantly influence
rainfall and temperature patterns.

For Sri Lanka, an above-average rainfall is
expected during October, November and
December, 2026.

The Department of Meteorology continually
monitors these developments and provides regular
monthly and weekly weather forecasts to support
national disaster preparedness and decision-
making.

The Government has been closely monitoring the
evolving El Nifio and positive 10D conditions,
strengthening preparedness measures for possible
extreme weather events and utilizes the forecasts
issued by the Department of Meteorology for
timely planning and risk management.

The Department of Meteorology is making several
kinds of awareness to the stakeholders (disaster
management, Water Management Secretariat,
irrigation, agriculture, food security council, price
fluctuating committee et cetera and media) More
details are given in Annex 02.

Contingency measures:

The DMC has activated preparedness coordination
mechanisms including dissemination of early
warnings, coordination meetings, emergency
operation arrangements, district-level preparedness
planning, public awareness activities and inter-
agency coordination for anticipated drought and
related hazards.

Public awareness:

The DMC conducts public awareness and
preparedness  programmes through  District
Disaster Management Coordinating Units, media
briefings, community-based disaster risk reduction
programmes and dissemination of early warning
information in collaboration with relevant
agencies. As of now, 10 districts have been
affected, including 31 Divisional Secretaries'
Divisions.

Details are given in Annexes 2-1 and 3.

2070

International assistance:

The DMC coordinates with international
development and humanitarian partners for
disaster risk reduction, preparedness, capacity
development and emergency response support,
whenever  required.  Details of funding
arrangements with development partners are
maintained by the respective agencies.

Abolition of the Pre-2020 Insurance Scheme:

The insurance scheme implemented through the
National Insurance Trust Fund - NITF - to provide
immediate relief and compensation for property
damage during emergency disaster situations was
terminated on March 31, 2020.

At the Cabinet meeting held on April 22, 2020,
regarding the Cabinet Memorandum submitted to
extend immediate relief to people affected by
natural disasters, the Cabinet of Ministers decided
to pay compensation through District Secretaries
and Divisional Secretaries via the National
Disaster Relief Services Centre under the pre-
existing Ministry of Disaster Management, aimed
at establishing a more effective and efficient
compensation mechanism instead of the insurance
scheme previously executed through the National
Insurance Trust Fund.

Currently, this process is being implemented by
the National Disaster Relief Services Centre,
which is functioning under the Disaster
Management Division of the Ministry of Defence.

Providing Relief According to Circular 01/2020:

Accordingly, the provision of immediate relief and
compensation for loss of life and property
damages resulting from natural disasters, as
specified in Paragraph 04 of Circular No. 1/2020,
was implemented with effect from April 1, 2020,
utilizing allocations from the General Treasury.

Necessary steps were taken by the Divisional
Secretaries and the District Secretaries in
coordination with the Disaster Management
Division, the National Disaster Relief Services
Centre and the District Disaster Management
Units under the purview of the Ministry in charge
of disaster management to ensure emergency
response, deliver prompt relief to disaster-affected
individuals and grant compensation for affected
persons and damaged properties.

Enhancing Relief During the “Ditwah” Disaster
Situation:

However, during the “Ditwah™ disaster situation,
the Government provided a higher extent of relief
including allowances and compensation for the
affected public compared to the assistance
previously granted under the former insurance
scheme.

Current Progress in Establishing a New
Insurance Scheme (2026):

Furthermore, the following matters were
deliberated during the 17" Session of the National
Council for Disaster Management held on the 30™
June, 2026 under the Chairmanship of His
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Excellency the President. It was reported that a
Technical Committee had been appointed to
establish a new insurance scheme for national
disaster damage recovery.

The said Committee has been instructed to
formulate and submit a mechanism to operate an
independent national insurance system through a
separate entity, rather than relying solely on the
direct government relief mechanism during
disasters. Accordingly, the Technical Committee
appointed for the establishment of the new
insurance scheme is presently convening to
proceed with necessary actions.

9. Quantification of losses:

The relevant, responsible Ministries coordinate
with regard to disaster impact information received
from the District Secretariats and the relevant
agencies. Further, the Government undertakes to
assess post-disaster needs according to the gravity
of the disasters, aligning with international loss
and damage standards like the International
Mechanism for Loss and Damage (WIM).
However, estimates relating to agricultural losses,
GDP impacts, revenue losses and sectoral
economic assessments are produced by the
respective  Line Ministries and competent
authorities. Those, too, have been very carefully
evaluated and quantified in sector or area wise.

Hon. Member, I table* Annexes 1, 2, 2-1 and 3
for your reference.

Thank you, Sir.

®C 08 WS €002¥06B% Dm0

(oreryfl@ rall mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, I must thank the Hon. Deputy Minister for
giving a very comprehensive Answer.

However, Hon. Deputy Minister, in answer to
Question No. 3, you mentioned that there was an
allocation of Rs. 12.5 billion under Vote No. 1501, but
the allocation was Rs. 4.8 billion. So, it is a matter that
you should look into.

Then, there was a news report in the "Daily Mirror"
titled "El Nifio: NWSDB has only 100 water bowsers".
So, since you say that the per capita water consumption
had been increased from six litres to 15 litres, there would
be a delivery problem.

Your Answer did elaborate on certain areas, but
practical implementation is what is important. It was
reported "Food security: Rice stocks adequate, claims
Agri Min." by "The Morning Leader", quoting the Hon.
Namal Karunaratne. Here, on the one side, rice
importation is taking place saying that the stocks are
insufficient and then, on the other, you are saying that you
are going to advance cropping to September and October

* gedmmeed md ¢o.
* s Blewevw G S0 sweus s (Hersngy.
* Placed in the Library.

as we are going to have rains and due to other related
problems. So, how are you going to address that because
your Answer is more in line with the newspaper article
that I just read out.

Likewise, Hon. Deputy Minister, if we take the
economy-related question of power supply, "The
Morning Leader" reports "Power supply: 450 MW power
shortfall by Jan." These are relevant. That is the reason
why we would like to have least-cost power generation.

Then, with regard to inflation, " The Sunday Island"
of 26™ of July 2026 states that there will be an import
inflation rather than it being demand-driven. That same
thing was mentioned by the IMF team yesterday. I only
want to put it in the proper perspective so that you could
look into it because that would have a financial impact
and that impact should be cushioned so that the people
would not be called upon to pay the price through a
deficit. I want you to ensure that we would be on top of
the situation rather than being forced to bear the
additional costing.

Sir, the last question I would like to ask the Hon.
Deputy Minister based on his comprehensive Answer is
this. In 2016, I, as the Minister of Finance, brought in a
National Disaster Insurance Scheme. And, the World
Bank itself said that that was the first in the world and we
were compensated ten times over with the benefits that
we received. But, subsequently, it was stopped, and I call
upon the Government to ensure that we resuscitate it and
rekindle that same disaster relief connections we had had
with the World Bank. I am sure this has been having a
certain negative impact on the Budget because we are
having an impact of almost Rs. 10 billion to Rs. 12
billion. The premium is roughly in the range of Rs. 700
million to Rs. 800 million. So, I am sure it would be a
benefit to the country and I hope you would look into it
as the innocent people need not call upon the
Government for relief when there is an insurance
premium which would cover the losses.

@O0 QBB

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister, shorten your answer.

O @088 eumGIE (88®m) gdien Bwewdms dwm
(omevsrLyfl@ G Qmerrsd (piileyGunHm) o Hewr LwWCFHT)
(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera)
Certainly.

Hon. Member, first, let me answer the second part of
your question, which was about the insurance scheme
you mentioned. Yes, it had been brought to a standstill by
2020. But, anyway, at the 17th session - that is why I
included it in the Answer as well - of the National
Disaster Management Council, we discussed the matter at
length to reintroduce that former insurance scheme.
Instead, now, we are having that compensation
mechanism operated through the District Secretaries and
AGSs. Anyway, we have appointed a Committee to go
into it. So, let them evaluate that, and then, we will also
consider the facts you put forward. Certainly, that
Committee headed by the Hon. Minister of the
Environment and represented by the other Line Ministries



2073

did cover all the areas which would have a very drastic
effect such as agriculture, health, irrigation as well as
power and energy, also for which we have plans. Since it
involves a very comprehensive area, it cannot be
answered sector-wise. - [Interruption.]

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister, you can finish now. -
[Interruption.]

®0; @88l edmE (Bg8m) gdien BweudmS Ovm

(orer i@ G Glgerred (spiieyGunHm) o mewt wCssT)

(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera)

Certainly, I will take all the inputs you have made into
consideration.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
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House of Parliament)
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Question proposed.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! I wish to announce that this House
cordially welcomes the Delegation led by Prof. Sven
Simon, Member of the European Parliament now present
at the Speaker's Gallery.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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(wrevryfl@ Urdld FurbTwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ajith P. Perera, you have 16 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ajith P. Perera, you have one minute left of your
additional five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ajith P. Perera, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have to wind up now. We have one
more speaker before we suspend for lunch.
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(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law - Deputy
Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Deputy Minister, what is your point of
Order?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, we are not going for a debate on this.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, I will give you a few seconds. Please do not
mention names.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay.

I may now call upon the next speaker, the Hon. Prime
Minister. You have 13 minutes and the Floor is yours.
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, our Government was elected on
a mandate, for which one of the most important pledges
we made to the people of this country was to establish the
rule of law. We promised the people of this country to
create a prosperous country and a beautiful life for all, not
for a selected few, for those with power or for those with
political power, but for all. When we made that promise,
we pledged to make everyone accountable to the law and
that the law would be applied to everyone equally, and
that is when justice becomes accessible to all. So, this is
one of the most important pledges we have made to the
people of this country and one of the most important
pledges we are delivering on to them.

Sir, this particular Amendment we have brought in
and are debating today must be seen in its context. The
Hon. Minister of Justice and National Integration
explained the progress we have made during the last
couple of years in making justice more accessible to the
people of this country. The Opposition may dispute who
started what and when, but the fact of the matter is, in
these last two years. that the process, as a whole, has
started having an impact on the people of this country.
Making the system of justice more accessible cannot be
achieved through a single amendment or through a reform
brought to one institution; the system, as a whole, has to
be taken into consideration, Sir.

If we consider all of this - the reforms we started, the
reforms that are currently being implemented in the
system, as a whole, starting with making sure that the
Police and the CID are able to carry out proper and

independent investigations fairly and that appointments,
promotions and recruitments to the Police and the CID
are happening impartially - we can understand the
changes that are taking place. We know the history that
we had been through, where it was made impossible for
the CID to function, where police personnel were ruled
simply by a phone call from higher authorities and where
criminals were dictating how the system of justice or
prisons should be run, with the blessings of those in
power. So, that is the history we have come through, and
we can see the changes that are taking place, not just in
the Judiciary, but in the system of justice as a whole. This
is what we have achieved in the last two years, and this
Amendment we are debating today has to be seen in that
broader context, that in fulfilling our pledge to the people
of this country, we will make justice accessible to all
without discrimination. That is one of the most important
pledges we have made to the people of this country
because they have suffered enough by the way in which
the justice system was manipulated by those in power.

Our Hon. Minister listed out many of the
improvements we have made to the system, including
making the system more efficient through filling
vacancies in it, increasing the number of opportunities for
hearings to be held, focusing on jurisdictions where there
is a heavy caseload and making sure that the justice
system is supported through technology and additional
support staff. So, all of these changes have been made to
the system. Also, special initiatives have been put in
place for courts which have heavy caseloads.
Recruitments have to be made to the Government
Analyst's Department, which has been neglected for
many years, which has been one of the major causes for
the delays in the investigation processes and where
vacancies having been piling up over the years. All of
these have been rectified or in the process of being
rectified.

With this Amendment, we are able to, as required,
establish Appeal Courts in the provinces. There are
various interpretations being brought about with regard to
these Amendments we have initiated or what is being
made possible, but the fact of the matter is that each of
these Amendments and each of these initiatives made
through this are an attempt to make justice more
accessible to all without discrimination.

In the last two years, the results of these reforms
could already be felt by the people of this country. We
have seen a more peaceful environment; we have seen
trust in the judicial system increasing and the judicial
system quietly becoming more efficient and more
independent. That process has already started, Sir. And,
this Twenty Second Amendment to the Constitution has
to be seen in the light of that overall reform process we
are undertaking with the intention of retaining
experienced judges in the system. As you very well
know, at this moment in time, the courts are dealing with
extremely complex cases which have been in the system
for many years and which are now being operationalized,
heard and brought into their final stages. So, we need
this continuity and the experience of those who have been
involved in this process for many years.
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It is important, Sir, to understand the true impact of
what happens when justice is delayed and who actually
benefits when justice is delayed. Though everyday
citizens or the normal people in this country experience
these delays in ways which fundamentally make their
lives unbearable, we know that the delays in the justice
system have benefited an elite in this country as well.
Generally, what has been the trend? One Government
comes into power and starts investigations, which happen
in a very lackadaisical manner and not systematically
because everyone is part of the whole system and
everyone knows that those are merely rhetorical
flourishes and none of the investigations ever lead to
anything meaningful. Then, that Government changes and
a new Government comes into power, and the cases are
either withheld or dismissed, and the cycle continues. No
one with power or from a political background was ever
meaningfully held accountable in this country until these
last two years. So, it is only now that we see justice really
being applied to all without discrimination.

Sir, what is it that this Amendment we are debating
today really seeking to do? It is extremely simple and
extremely straightforward because it is part of that overall
reform process, and this Amendment simply seeks to raise
the age of judges across the board, not of any single judge
or those of any particular court, but across the board. This
is not something radical; this is not something new; this is
not something unique to Sri Lanka. Sir, as you and most
of us know, the average age of judges globally is between
65 and 75 years. So, increasing the age of judges is not
something that has happened only in Sri Lanka. As
recently as 2021, the United Kingdom increased the
retirement age of their judges from 70 to 75 years. Hong
Kong, in 2019, increased it from 65 to 70 years. So, there
are many such examples throughout the world and that
did not damage the independence of their judiciary. No
one made a hue and cry saying that those changes to the
retirement ages of judges were targeting particular
jurisdictions, people or individuals. Those judiciaries are
functioning as they always have. So, why is this drama
over something as simple as increasing the retirement age
of judges and only when it comes to the Judiciary of Sri
Lanka? Therefore, it is not a rational argument that is
being made.

®6 Berdss mOznEmR O

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister, you have two minutes left of
your allotted time.

@S (§00285w) 08B ¢®5eBws

(wressryfl@ (svTBlH) anflest owreEfw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, indulge me with a few more
minutes, please.

This has also been criticized. The arguments brought
by the Opposition in regard to this Amendment have, at
best, been disingenuous and at worst, malicious. We all
haveheard the accusations and the aspersions cast upon
the Chief Justice in this House as well as outside this
House. The Government is being accused of targeting this
entire Amendment on a particular individual.
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And, my contention, Sir, is that the entire Opposition
campaign has targeted an individual; it is the Opposition
campaign that has been biased against an individual and
not this Amendment because this Amendment is not
applied to any single person, but across the board. This
Amendment does not bring about any special powers to
the Executive over the Judiciary and it also does not upset
the balance of power in any way at all.

Sir, the Opposition has talked about the damage this
Amendment brings about to democracy and the
independence of the Judiciary; gehmsindicwd @6 swozs
BaE dednd mc Beamds. Sir, we only need to go back to
the history a little bit to see how Amendments to the
Constitution had actually damaged democracy in this
country. I do not think the people of this country nor most
people in this country have such short memories as our
Opposition does; they well remember how those things
were done. The name of Prof. G.L. Peiris was mentioned
here. Yes, he is a very eminent legal academic, but we
have to acknowledge the fact that his career as a politician
has been anything but eminent. Prof. G.L. Peiris has
defended contradictory Amendments to the Constitution
in his career as a politician. So, yes, we respect Prof. G.L.
Peiris, the academic, but I think that when it comes to him
as a politician, his legacy is anything but honourable as
his career as an academic was. That is the sad truth. So, I
do not think invoking Prof. G.L. Peiris’s arguments on
this Amendment would bring any value to the argument
the Opposition is making.

In conclusion, Sir, all I want to say is that this change
or transformation is taking place for a better Sri Lanka;
hope about a better Sri Lanka is developing amongst
people. I will give you one tiny example. When the recent
railway strike happened, people could not buy tickets to
travel on the train, and young people started buying two
tickets the next day in a way to compensate for the fact
that they could not buy their tickets the previous day. So,
that is the change we are seeing in this country. It may be
a small gesture, but it is a belief that this country could be
better, that the Public Service could be better, that we
could have rulers with integrity, that we could have public
institutions which are responsive to people and that we
could have a Judiciary that is independent and fair. So,
that is the change happening, that is the hope building up
among the people, and that is our strength.
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@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of this House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.

dedd® S0 enmEO D0B@O ¢HHO» &Y, ¢.ws.
1.000 230 80502 G&.

sty gywiey Qe plpyssri @, . 1.00 wenflseg
LT (HLd Y bLiorufpmy.
Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.

@06 Bewrdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera. You have nine minutes
and the Floor is yours.

[1.00 p.m.]

@G BB DS Owmo

(oreoryifl @ Hedlg gowafr)

(The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, today is a very important day as
we are discussing the Twenty Second Amendment to the
Constitution Bill and the impact therein. o, Bewdss
DOITNEDDOB, OO ©® wd®arsIDewrsy wimdid RSO
YOPewsl OmE WO E¢HIMO BB WS BeRBIOo.
888w @8 PBVDICWO, VHOWO PBBID WICHH o
B@¥ed DO ®Diwd cCH Hoeld, O Dududn
weerddm@ry, 8O ag mOorms »O8. & Bw® govsy GES
Bw yom mdems nOB, ¢8 BaE ¢ilm adgcws v ed
83m HBwe Bus Om. & B & o> 3 Ons OO Onx
O350 @y, Sir, when I met the IMF representatives, I
had the privilege of going through a slide presentation
made by them. In fact, it was in terms of fiscal
consolidation and was quite impressive. So, that is an
accepted fact. When you go into the real content of it and
analyse it, we can see that we are in a very dangerous
situation as far as our future is concerned. Especially, in
another year or so, since we have not taken any additional
steps to increase the wealth of the nation, we would face
the worst repercussions ever in history of our country.
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(oreryllg Nrdd suThTwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Ananda Wijepala. You have 13
minutes.

[¢.©0. 1.09]

@G g»Ye Dol dwm (dw¥m goFem ©®

888059 mOYD ¢Pimsn®)

(oreryllg perhs allGmure - QUTgIwdssT UTgSTLIL

LHMID UTTTEHLOSTD {EPIGUGISBET W LOFFIT)

(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala - Minister of Public Security

and Parliamentary Affairs)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you have two minutes of your time left.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam. You
have nine minutes and the Floor is yours.

2104
[L0.u. 1.27]
@0 (000ex3) 8FO5V¢sT 8mBE0® Bwmo
(revrLfl@ (swoubFwii) USWBTHET Fdbhgwiednids D)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)
peTyl!  Qaeryey  Urgld  Furprwsi  euisGer,

T AWM LOLILSSTET @) HLUSSHTHTLTID & (HS5HF FL_L eLpevLDd
Qsriiurs B CunAeaTy  allourssslsd  CudaeusmGa
FhsTlun e gsewwuill B prer perHlevws Csflalssids
Q& meirdssrGmedt.

T AwevenLoLIL|daTest @) LSS TessTLTLD EAGEE TR
FULepevggledt oo mah @)bs BrLgGe Bevey el wimisksir
L QuUDILTE  @)(hHST, @)bS BT i)  eurpsHledsTn
WEHEHSHE [HOTEWOESST JHUBLTS (@) (HHSTE, BTBIG6T
BD&G STHTTITeUTHET Ve, @BD@& (peTesti e
Srifedl b Cuiw  yewwdsiser  GPILLEIL L GIGuTe,
@) FFL L cpevdens usILILIBSSHIUSEIT DML Td  6TMHISENHEM LI
BTLge0  Qurmermgry THwrs wrHmBIGST gHUBLWLTS
@) BHSTL HMID B)VEHFLD, 2amPev, Homey, CLITe S LICLIT(HsiT
ureuensst @)Uiglt e el wWkisenerd enSWTeTUSNE &)S5I
o gallwrs @)HobGLrs G)BHST @\bd TFTHISGSSHIS S
BTHBIGEHLD BT YeflILFSDSHd Swbis Tl GL mb. L eTTeD,
QbsF  FlLpssled  Hev  Lilysfemenasst @)L TS
TG EH S Gd Qs MNAeTmgI. B\ hsF FUL VS S
QasTeT(Rouhougsst GhTHE CBTLTUTS THRISEHSGL L6V
FHhGHHmIGET @) HbSlormerr. OGseryeu UlrgldF FuThTWST
euirsGer,  @)bss i
B HSTDSB 6T &TIOTTHMS BT hIS6T L0FSHeTEDTID.

FL_L_eLpsvLd QB TLumret o wir

rflwsvenwliyd Frdm s eT6aTUL  HevllBLTSeM 6T
ugalld STeVHmS g LILSNSTET &(HalTS () (hdHHd dn LT
Gl THTHTOS — HEWEV (PO DS EMhd G LD
G gafleurssr, Gl geuTest LoHmILD
Srflevenwliyds Carearenssailst gl uiled ewiow

QUIT (BT g WL
FLDS G| QULDTOT

GouswiT(b  6T6ITLIG IS T6HT
Gosdspg.  on  old  sHGurg
PHOUMBGL CUTHBSTH 6THTDTEV, HBMHEHTET & TT6wT(LPLD
FLLS Oamarswswd OGeusflliuenLwrs &)hdbs Ceuswr(Hbd
TETLENS  BTHIGET @b QLI  euedumsds  Imm
afllpyHer@nrid. CsCurev, Faluglsafler @iuile auweng
wrpmwCurg, 9bs wTIPPD SHCUTHSW
@) (BLILIGUT S (61 & 1LD TS &6V G560 Blwldas L ue i
HEHhBGLD  sTeueuTn))  GUIT(HHSID
@O buL. Gouesst(H sTaTLHSWLD B)HhHF FibTLILIGS L

STRISEHEDL I BleweOLILITL T

ugalluiledd @b

ugeiluflev
staorLgl  Ogefleurdsd
FHL195aT L el deTEmer.

QbsdF FU L CpeVSEIHE@ THTmTe 2 Wi BHweTn S0 Lsv
WEIGHEAT SToHHOD CFLUILL L 6T, HTrdeenLoliL|dHeTesT
Qousremmd  Fmsss FL PSS YYOUD S
BD& FiT6ugewT urd6sH LG Cxemeuullsemev;
LIT T (615 LDESTM &5 3516V 2/3 GLI(BIDLITETENLOU|L_65T N
BleopGoumm  uyuGweTn 2 wi  FHlwerpd  Hilifler
Igliuew_ullGe  @lettmy  BTBISET  afleurd)d g s 6ls et
B asHSTCmmD. uieyGuMID euwg GCureTn IgliLenL
rAwevenoliyy gHUTHGET @m USw rfwevsniolisnu
2 meurhG ellfleurer £idmssd CFwsvpempuilsr om
UGSIWTHS
sTBISEHem LW s Fullsyien_w Blensolium_rs (3)hsSlarmg.

Froreflssiiue.  Geouadr@  6TeTLIGIS TN

@ svnienauilGesv I rFwevenoiLilest
IigtiuenL_uilGev FFluglseflsit spuieyGLmID e1uwblHeVemevem I
OTHDINSDHSSS e

Q& TesT(Haur Geuarsrig i

6TIBI% EHEW LI
SrfwsvenioliLiled LMD D BISEN6TS

Capemeuull (hdhHsTDS)

6TEITLIG)



2105 2026 8@ 24 2106

2 BISEHSHS Qg fluyib. 9|61 T D T6vT 2 Blewsv
THUBWTEaNBHESTY, ews @UICUTS(HEHSlSTH FLL GFlev
B BHSB w5  THUBSSTL LBwCHTi  yrdwevsnioliilssr
ool THdh  Osrantheur  CousT(ROIETLIG  6THIS%EHED LI
BlewOLILTL TS @) (HSFSTDGI. SHLbd HTeVSH G0 F)sueurmy
FHudsepeww  @ieQunid  awbgswey  wrHMLILIL K
B)(hEHSTDGI. YOTTD, &I FLL G Fl(Hhsnisefer oo rg
96Vev; LyBlw rfwevsnioliileir oam THSSHTET Gl TE¥T(HouTL
Ul ® @)(H&HTDGI 6TOTLHSU|LD (3)BIG BTBISST T 1965HTL L
aflpoyHeT@mrid.

B E065TM S BT T6L
20160 yev1(®H
Q& TewT(Hou (HouB D HTH

STy @)HEGSLCUTE, o wi
aupBIstulL L. @hss  SriiGev,
rfwevemw G  wTHPSWHH
YpwpAQwRSSCurg  Pulssiul L 2 U @Gpaler
91569 56T LHmILD FLL_g % ewflameir Fbl b Bl6dT
uflbgienrasst  CunGsrer  sriL il @) mdbdlerment.
T F Ve LOLIL) 5 TevT [\ 2 1 GuailaenL_w
uflbgIewrseaflGe jeuissr 67 anwg GCHTL LTS 6TewSHU|LD
@UIOUL_aflsVemev.

@) Gurg @) (h&SeTmem S IBLITEL Guetrepempufi’ (B
Bdwetm, 2 wi  BFHwern  BHudsefler  guieyGumid
QWGIHVMEV FLoLOTd @) (hdh% CeuaisT(HID 6TETMSHTEI Bj6uTdH6iT
SIbs CprsslGev epliil L srs EIGEEEETR
FLL SSTemllaet FRISD VG @bs 2 U Gupeier
YMsemasuilGev 2 wir Falwssrm  BHHluBlseflesr giieyG UMD
anwgl 6295 @) hab@GCurg Cuerwsnpufl B K Fudseflsr
UMD WML 63985 B)(HHSSHI. DB IJj6uidher
Flu®Ss @rewsrewLu)d 65 euwsrs by CuresGev
QFLIF HHSTTHET. YeoTTed, Hews CmHGHTST ST (Reugesr
oart t& @)bs BrigCe) eurupdlerm dhHemaruyd @5
BrienL b Uewpwrs suflbLsgdlern QFwpurLrs @)s)
@) H&&0IweTm BredT @)HSF FHHTLLSSCev 2 BiskEHH:EHF
FHL1gssrl L allfoyslsTt@mesr.

ugeiluflgyisirer Lygw Bslwrsi euiseflsr CFemeudsmevLd
6 UBHLBIGDTS ST GInl T& 6I6TUSI, @)dS(HdHSHLD
VTG Ceuswerulley Lgailuilepsirer Ly BHlwrsmde @l
QurpbsTg stetTy wrTHOD CFiwiuL. CeussT(H6eTm)
@oudlLOul @ [UETE YR [O\]E allglallevs s
aupBISLLBeusDSTT  Hrfwevemwliyd FU L gliLenL
6TETST 6TTLINS B)hSHF FewudbE YremThisd OsefllaubBds
GousnT(RGIsTm) [OlE xS
G (H&CsmeirdlesTGme6dT.

Fh TS5 H Gev [HT65T

ydw 6 eumpL usalldsren GQsriiurs $HELTENSW
Ulrgw pHursmsss POl L afglalledd aupmisiii
Coustsr®Ewssrmmey, 8%  pliuewLufled  guiey@QumiD
WG semevenw 65 @ mhg 6794s o wissd eHUTH
smCurg ugsaluledhebGl BHurFisensd T GUTHHS
Gousisr(Bb? 6T63TD 0} BT EHBEEMS LD [BITBIG6T
(PTEDUEHBEHIn G WSTH @) hoHSSTDE. @by  @)rewr(h
FlLeypevmsemeriyd GeuminCer Haludlsefler guiey6umid
awens P& NEGD ety eTeorn CHTEWISSL BT HISHET
urigs allpouaiensy. @)semear WEeayh HBEWLTET &6
WTHOOTSE BTHIGET LITTSHSTEDIID. 6THISEHSEE @) [HdheledTn
FHCssmigaflesr 9iglitenL_ullsd LNeiTeuhd aflL_WkiGener BHres
B)hsdF FeMUEGHF Fri_1985STL L afl(HidLHleTEGme6dT.

B 3Sg1emmulleit FWTHard @)bs LTHMSIIOTTEY 6T6M6UTMI
2 mFILBSSLILBL?  eTaTL®S @)bSF FewLbE [bHISET
BleFwwrs efleThsliuBs s CoussthOlwsrm Csl (Hdb6lsTsirer
allpoyHerCGmer. HCsCumTs, Blepisweu
wlepieiter aupds@Gsemer allswrayu®ss B)g1 eTeuuTy 2 FHayb?

B QTL_S&TeVLDT S

Qaargey  Ulrdld  surprwsi 6TBIG (ETHED LI
prigCe 11 Qe #53hHE0 QULDI @B 6T
Blaenauuilisirengra Camaryel OenwdFi Heuiser @) UiIGLTg
HLgSST 16T,  @)hs  eupdsGast  Cusrpsmmuf B
FHuspsdpio s ui  FHussHgIor @ nsAeTpen?
B)6vemev. B)HB 6ULPd GBS 6TeVVTID LomeuL L 15 &) Lo6sT M mig6rflsD
B pasHlsrmest. B&HCeu, @)bS HLeugHemHulledr 2em_ra
BTBIGET 6TeueuTm) Ieul L BaloeTmhisafiGsa  Blavieme
wlepisiter  aupsGHemar  WPlyeydbGd  ClsTeT(Reursvrid?
Baluglasefler  iLausewslt CUMUSDHTS jauiserflesr
DYITIOE N RN ITES o L_(houglsd 6TIBI% (61h (&) 6THGLI
Ulréflewestujio  @lsvemsv. ermed, g o flw  pewmuilsd
@ lLiur Geuenr®. o flw ydHw FULGFHheE oo rHd
Qarasr@eurtiuL. Ceussr@w.  GQeuaflprHselG  70-75
gl  FEHudlser @) HESDTTSET.  HBSDE  BTHISGET
THITTRTEUTHET VLT, YeTs), @euisEhemLIL  bD
IwwFFremeull USSTSSCev @ensd ClE:TenT(HouHoUSMDGH%
ETIewTLTESF  OFTesVlILBESTD  emLuGms  ClLmiseL
IIVsvg CaHBIFUNHEGHL updGHemer allewreurs (LpiyddeD

9j6uisGer,
Gupu L

TSTLUSNE @)% eTeueuTm) 2 Heybd? eretTn CsHeraflewws BHTesr
Calla allpoyder@meir. FHlUBs6T LHMID b FoedTmmISaflssr
UDDTEGHOD @)SHTTeL & HLT? BHoeTnmIseflesr 6TevsTemilds
9 Flsfss  Ceusr@d. H5CsT®H, &) HdbHleTn
FweaTnmisear alemerssnerrad CFwupuBeausnE@ smHUT®
6T QFinuiuL GeueT(HLb.

6M&H6M W

wreil L whHmib wrsrest Balwsrnhiseaflsr wefls suert
Uréflenesiamend@ @)sMTLTES  6T6iTed  Sieweu  BTBIGST
sraTiIGUIEsT@mTD?  BevrLsTevwrs  Blaieweuuilgsirer
AUYPHEGHHEHSEG @)HOTTE)  6T6iTedT  BewL (PswMLI  LiwiesTLIm(R)
ghu®b? psludlsellear @uieGumId eweng 2 widgiaug
rLrsl  ydwu  Bluslsemer Blublle@Gh  eumiiliydsir
GODSELILGLT? BHdHmDUiled HEweOpe»D LTHMLD LHMILD
it YEw @revTHE@Gh  @ewLullsy sTeueurm
Fuplmevenw  Brissr  Guewrts Curdlfiser?  opslw
Casirallsens@dd Ogefleuresr LFlsssr o2 wi  HEloeTms
BleTred  LUTITERLSTMSSISHE I Plalssliul L FHbsSH
& T TeTd 60 QeusfliLien L wrsd FnpliuLaflssne.
FLLGBlT  Blewsvsgerenid, 1 slGgienmullest
FLDG FI6ULD LHmILd eTHITH TV S rFwsvenoliyF
Firdmosniseilest pOUSSSHHTML  YSweupewm 2 Mgl
QFieuCs @hss Caxerallseflsst CBrHswTELD. WTMHTSE, @

FWTE6TLD,

@O L puflgenLw 9eVVg BUTHTE &l 19dhHTL Iq
wrer Gup@mlili L Castaillsamerd Calsallsenev.

BMIF TS F(HESHWTHS Fop) (PlgHSlTEDET. HTFThRISLD
Q& Teist(Houh @) (HLIGS TevsTL_TLD
BBHSBF FLLCPEVLD 6T6TLIG 6ThIGEDOTLI GLITMISSeemrulGev
ydw  rfwsveniolifest
Gouamsrigwr s el wior@G. Sjsusury(heHemsulled, BnissT
gnOsarGo  @)hESldTH  FULHMBS SHSHIUSHTL T
|G OQEA OB @) (HSH TS T 61T BbsF
QFwphur’ e BTHISET 6THTHESSTEDTID. &) HhSTVID, @)bS
BT 1gBev  eurpdledTm T FSHBTTS B SSHemmullest
urgariiGev BBLLSDE Qb5 ST FTBISLD
CuHOETETHSTD  BL6UIGHNHBEHE@ BTBIGET 2_M)d) 6w 6wT
wras @mUGurd sTetm g, FhsTILSSDEG BTH gn ),

aflewL_GClLmISeT@me6iT. 66T D!

T FWEVEDLOLIL| S T6uT

o6TL_THS QaresrHeuriii

@06 Beadss mOrzEHRO)

(wrevrfl@ Urdld FurbTwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra. The Floor is
yours and you may begin your speech.
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(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank you for giving me time to
address this House on this day when we are debating two
important pieces of legislation - the Twenty Second
Amendment to the Constitution Bill and the Judicature
(Amendment) Bill.

Sir, I think we should start off by addressing why the
Twenty Second Amendment to the Constitution Bill is
important and why it matters. The discussion on the
Twenty Second Amendment to the Constitution Bill
underscores the divisive nature of politics in Sri Lanka
over the decades. It is truly sad to see this important
legislation being framed so narrowly in a classic case of
missing the woods for the trees.

Sir, the Twenty Second Amendment to the
Constitution is not an amendment designed to serve one
person, as is being alleged. It is also not a private
arrangement dressed up as public law. So, what is it, Sir?
It is an ambitious reform intended to strengthen the justice
system, retain experience within the courts, improve
access to justice and address chronic delays in courts.

In fact, it is Supreme Court Judge, Justice Kodagoda
who recently disclosed that there are more than 1.1
million cases pending in courts and that it takes 10 years
and 2 months to conclude a single cycle of a criminal case
in this country. This fact was indeed affirmed by the Hon.
Minister Ananda Wijepala in his speech today. That cycle
is just the first phase of a case. If there is an appeal made,
it would take another considerable amount of time and
money. Therefore, just consider the enormity of the
problem we are facing today with 1.1 million cases
pending under the system, Sir. That is why we must urge
all the Members of Parliament, legal professionals and
our people to consider the total package the Government
is unveiling.

The Judicature (Amendment) Bill and the raft of other
measures already announced by President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake are to strengthen the entire criminal justice
system. The Twenty Second Amendment to the
Constitution is an important pillar in this process, but we
should not consider it as an isolated piece of legislation.
The central criticism that is being charged against this
Amendment is that increasing the retirement age of
judges would benefit those currently in office, but that
argument overlooks the most important feature in that.
The proposed Twenty Second Amendment to the
Constitution and the Amendment to the Judicature Act are
uniform, non-discriminatory and non-discretionary. The
Twenty Second Amendment to the Constitution does not
name one judge, does not identify one court or one
preferred individual, but applies equally to judges across
the system. Perhaps, that fact has not been discussed
enough because the Opposition has focused on only one
individual. That, Sir, is understandable. We cannot blame
the Opposition entirely because that is how they are used
to handling the Judiciary, by dealing with one individual.
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Under the Twenty Second Amendment to the
Constitution Bill and the Judicature (Amendment) Bill,
no judge receives a personal extension at the pleasure of
the President or any other Member of the Government.
There is no application form, no political favours or
Executive discretion. The rule is same for everyone; from
the Magistrate's Courts to the Supreme Court, it is a
general application of one rule. That is precisely why the
Supreme Court rejected the argument that the
Amendment amounts to a personal inducement. That was
addressed in the Special Determination on the Twenty
Second Amendment to the Constitution Bill and the
Judicature (Amendment) Bill, Sir. The Court said that the
proposed Amendment applies to all judges and is not a
special benefit requested by or granted to a particular
judge. Addressing the issue of conflict of interest, it had
been distinguished between the direct personal interest in
a specific case and a general institutional interest arising
from the legislation, affecting the Judiciary. Therefore,
this is not about one judge or one case, this is about all
the judges across the spectrum.

So, what exactly is the practical issue that we are
trying to address here, Sir? Judges acquire knowledge
and experience over decades. They understand complex
constitutional questions, criminal trials, commercial
disputes and the realities of administrating justice. That is
acquired over a period of time and practice. When
experienced judges are compelled to retire while cases
remain pending and vacancies remain unfilled, the State
loses expertise and litigants face delay. This Amendment
is, therefore, a part of a wider reform. It increases the
retirement age of judges in a consistent manner and
expands the number of Judges in the Court of Appeal,
and the Judicature (Amendment) Bill increases the
number of High Court Judges. The purpose is not to
retain one individual in office, but to improve the
capacity of the entire justice system, Sir. The proposed
Amendment contains a safeguard concerning the Office
of Chief Justice. A person appointed as Chief Justice
would generally serve a maximum of six years or until
reaching the mandatory retirement age, whichever comes
first. That prevents excessive concentration of authority
in one office. The Office of Chief Justice carries
responsibilities beyond presiding over the Supreme
Court; it is connected with the Judicial Service
Commission, legal education, court administration and
the functioning of the wider Judiciary. So, this is not a
legislation to create a permanent Chief Justice; it actually
does the opposite. It introduces a clear term limit for
future holders of that office while guaranteeing the tenure
of sitting judges under our Constitution. So, there is no
tinkering with that fact.

Then, when it comes to the question of judicial
independence, Sir, which has been raised over and over
again during the last few months, we must discuss it
honestly. Judicial independence is not protected merely
by repeating the phrase or holding up a poster or a
placard, but by clear laws, a secure tenure, transparent
appointments, adequate resources and respect for court
decisions. Sri Lanka has painful examples of what
happens when those safeguards fail. We do not have to
look far back. In 2013, the then Chief Justice Shirani
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Bandaranayake was impeached and removed after a
highly controversial process. The then Members of the
Opposition later withdrew from the Parliamentary Select
Committee while the JVP strongly opposed to what it
described as a Kangaroo Court established by the then
Rajapaksa Government. The illegal Impeachment of the
then Chief Justice Shirani Bandaranayake left a deep scar
on the rule of law in this country, Sir. It demonstrated
how easily a process established for judicial
accountability could become a political tool. When the
rules are unclear, the proceedings are not genuinely
independent and the majority party controls the body
conducting the inquiry, we can understand how a process
established to deliver judicial accountability could be
used as a weapon against the very Judiciary.

The current Government enjoys a comfortable two-
thirds majority in this House and can easily steamroll its
way through Parliament. But, that is precisely what our
Government, under the leadership of President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake, has sought to avoid, Sir.

There are some who argue that this Government wants
to capture the Judiciary through the Twenty Second
Amendment.  That  allegation,  strangely, also
acknowledges that the current Government has not
captured or influenced the Judiciary during the past two
years. That has also been addressed in the Special
Determination on the Twenty Second Amendment, Sir,
where the Supreme Court holds that all the Judges
appointed to the Supreme Court were appointed through
successive Governments and not under this Government.
Therefore, the argument that there is a purpose of court
capture fails because the only way to capture the court is
through appointment of new judges and not through
retaining the services of the current judges, who had
already been appointed. Also, when they say that the
Twenty Second Amendment is an attempt at court
capture, we should accept it as a compliment because it is
an admission that the Court is independent and that the
court has not been interfered with for the last two years.
We should also remind the detractors that if the President
truly wanted to take over the Judiciary, he could have
easily appointed his own legal counsel as Chief Justice, as
has been the practice in the history of our country, Sir.
Our history contains instances where a Head of State
made his own lawyer the Chief Justice of the country. The
members of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka know
firsthand that no one in the current Government would
call judges to influence the outcome of cases, as has
happened frequently in the past. Political interference in
the criminal justice system also corrupted the system.

We have a mandate for system change. We are on
track, and that is why many people, including some in the
legal profession who, unfortunately, benefited from a
corrupt system, are resisting the reforms right now.

®G; BerTss HSO1zNEHD)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, you have two
minutes left of your original time. However, you may
avail yourself of further time, as per the request of the
Chief Government Whip.
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(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)
Thank you, Sir.

Consider what happened in 2015, for example, when
the "Yahapalana" Government came into power and
reinstated Shirani Bandaranayake. The then Chief Justice
Mohan Peiris reportedly pleaded with President
Maithreepala Sirisena to allow him to remain as Chief
Justice. He was alleged to have offered to deliver rulings
in whatever way the new Government wanted in
exchange for retaining his position. However, Sir, thanks
to the people of this country and especially, to this
Government, that era is over. We are firmly on the road
to reform and recovery.

However, when we look at the history of this country,
we should also learn lessons. But, what lessons should we
learn? That lesson is not that Parliament must never
legislate on matters relating to the Judiciary; the lesson is
that Parliament must legislate through rules of general
application, which the Twenty Second Amendment seeks
to do. It does not say “keep this judge in office”, but that
there should be a uniform retirement age for all
categories of judges. It does not say “allow the Executive
to extend the judges' service whenever he wishes to”.
What it does say is that the same statutory rule should
apply to every judge across the Judiciary. It does not
create political appointments, but a clear legislative
framework.

Also, there is a fundamental difference between
reducing judges' tenure and increasing the retirement age
uniformly. A reduction threatens the security of tenure. It
tells judges that Parliament or the Executive can shorten
their service. A reduction definitely threatens the
independence of the Judiciary. A general increase does
not remove a judge from office or make the continued
service dependent on pleasing the Government. This is a
general extension awarded to all judges. Therefore, Sir,
their work in the future is not dependent on pleasing the
Government or the Executive. That is the reality of the
Twenty Second Amendment.

Indeed, the Supreme Court observed that the proposed
extension was neither discriminatory nor discretionary,
that it would not be at the whims and fancies of the
Executive. There has been no appointment made at the
whim of the Executive - the President of the country - Sir.
That distinction is very important when we discuss the
Twenty Second Amendment. Ministerial power to
choose which judge remains would be dangerous. If we
allow the Executive to choose which judge should
remain, we also admit that that would be a very
dangerous precedent. However, a general law applying to
all judges does not have that application. Then, it is a
different matter. If we look at the Special Determination
on the Twenty Second Amendment, this issue had been
addressed when the Supreme Court discussed the
amendments and the changes made to the Constitution of
South Africa, how they allowed Parliament to amend the
retirement age of Supreme Court Judges in South Africa,
quashing the decision of the Executive to extend the
retirement age of a Supreme Court Judge. So, Parliament,
by establishing a clear legal framework and general rules,
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can and should make that change or amendment.
However, if we leave it to the Executive, that is an
entirely different matter, Sir. Then, that will be
discretionary, which the Twenty Second Amendment
does not seek to do.

The Government must also be judged by the
institutional consequences of the Bills. If our intention
were to capture the courts, as I said earlier, retaining the
existing judges would be a curious method to adopt.
Those judges were appointed under previous
administrations and have served under successive
governments, Sir. All of those judges have been appointed
under previous administrations. So, there is no point in
trying to capture the courts by retaining their services
under our Government. Then, we should bring in new
judges. But, this Amendment does the exact opposite; it
does not allow the present Government to select judges
according to their political loyalty. Not that I am saying
such loyalty exists or suggesting that it should exist. This
Amendment retains experienced judges within the system
under an objective rule. At the same time, it increases the
capacity to appoint judges in the future by expanding the
size of the Court of Appeal and the High Court.
Therefore, this is not court capture, Sir; this is increasing
the capacity of the courts, and there is a difference. There
is no attempt at court capture. What it actually does is, it
improves and enhances the capacity of our judicial
system.

There have also been several allegations against the
Supreme Court hearing this case. We should also address
that; it is our duty to do so. Some have asked why judges
should decide on a case involving their own retirement
age. The answer is very simple, Sir. The Constitution
gives the Supreme Court the exclusive authority to
determine whether the Bill requires a Referendum. Under
Article 20 of the Constitution, it is only the Supreme
Court which could decide on that matter; there is no other
court capacitated through the Constitution to make that
decision. If every judge is disqualified from hearing cases
on legislation affecting the Judiciary, no court would be
able to decide on those matters. No court or judge would
be able to decide on that because, according to this
allegation, this charge or this question that is being raised,
it affects them. This issue was, in fact, addressed in the
Supreme Court Determination on the Twenty Second
Amendment and requires no further elaboration beyond
the Court’s own reasoning on that. It is amply reasoned in
the Determination, and I think every Member of the
Parliament, not just the Members of the Parliament but
even the members of the public, should read it. The Court
referred to the rule of necessity. A judge cannot refuse to
perform a constitutional duty merely because the outcome
may affect the judge indirectly. Otherwise, any legislation
concerning  salaries, pensions, retirement, court
administration or contempt powers could become
impossible to be reviewed. People do not need a Judiciary
which withdraws from difficult questions; they need a
Judiciary which decides on those according to the law.
What we need is a Judiciary that makes decisions
according to the law. As Members of Parliament, we must
accept that legislation concerning the courts would be
tested in those courts. That is not a weakness in our
democracy, Sir, but a strength.

Sir, the Twenty Second Amendment must, therefore,
be understood in its proper context: it is a structural
measure, applies equally to all judges, removes individual
Executive discretion, strengthens judicial capacity, retains
institutional experience, introduces a term limit for future
Chief Justices and places a question before the
constitutional forum authorized to decide it.

Sir, we should definitely learn from the past, but
should not be imprisoned by it, especially when we
exercise the sovereign power of the people. The
Impeachment of Shirani Bandaranayake showed the
danger of political interference; the treatment of a
successor showed the danger of changing governments
treating judicial office as a political prize. The answer is
not to leave the law frozen in place; the answer is to
establish clear, general and predictable rules that apply to
everyone. No judge should hold office because a
politician prefers him. No judge should leave office
because a politician dislikes the judgment given by him.
No judge should depend on the Executive generosity for
continued service. That is the principle behind this
Amendment. The Court of Appeal and the High Court are
being strengthened for the public. The Office of the Chief
Justice is being protected from indefinite concentration of
power by introducing a cap, Sir. Therefore, the
Government asks Parliament to judge this Amendment
not by suspicion or speculation, but by its text, the
structure and its effect.

The question before us is whether Sri Lanka should
continue to manage judicial institutions through political
improvisation or whether we should establish clear rules
that apply equally to all. We choose establishing clear
rules; we choose institutional continuity; we choose
creating greater access to justice for our people and we
choose to clear the backlog of cases, Sir. And, most
importantly, we choose a Judiciary that is independent
not because it is above the law - the Judiciary should not
be perceived independent because it is above the law -
but because the law is clear, general and applied without
fear or favour by it. That is exactly what the Twenty
Second Amendment to the Constitution seeks to achieve.

I hope the Members of Parliament voting on this
Amendment, the members of the public and especially,
the members of the legal community would take into
consideration that this is not a favour or a political
appointment, but a very clear set of rules established by
the Parliament of the country, which is empowered to do
so. That is the context of the Twenty Second Amendment
to the Constitution and that is how we should think and
talk about it, not on the petty political terms it is being
framed right now, Sir.

I thank you, Sir, for giving me time to make my
speech.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne. You have 11
minutes.
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Hasara Liyanage. You have ten
minutes.
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®0 @8 gdEfnd EA BINO eRew® HRBB,
Bowi®s mOmnenn®B. dodvewsi® ¢ Do B8 ecdn
PHBODO OudED woerddmw oB ewIdLnm  ®Y
B DO 08 BIMO 0wIdn werddm 085 &8
DEeECH 00D, BBYGHDGBTed Bg® oId® ww &
20D #® PPBBH OEOCO Bwgd® wBeIID.
Bedvewrsi® 28 00DNIWI O &% B¢
OB WCWOCO 4oed glwiom vdBed OB WBmd
© OO0 AFBON BBe® adPhst »OB O
el ¢ a8 adeom Orier’. ©® ©® mMmSenw
$00»ed2® BDed 0® Beni.

80 evd M Wiy duwved OER® BdD, &
0@l 8Y ¢dfemBrY 8 wom e Buc. »§S, a8
Sedversi® e® WmCemw ©B8eHsy WODD. "emewrns SO
- cws 8Bned" Bux aed mandate Om gred B
28 8eFe® BBO 0wy B0 YBBWG, 80CeHIOD
@Dmedsy access to justice, Yen® HHHFHO GBSO yoda
Be® 88w mYHS WO O Gredf)d BBwO g8 gdevs Wm
¥OC Bwr®ed »O O emduns 88wd gud e®m
HEBTTOBID OO,

B0 ©8 ® MmTTm® EWMETH yNs DRewWsT gDIBIG
@w§ HOHD. ¢BwDENAMETHmed gdmien ICW YodBw
©0085Y Huword®Om BIOD sny®® B8O @® How B

DO, Bedeews’ a8 BBRwdS; B0, Ie® O@
WOBEOS Y 0wl D10d® BB Wedyw ne Bodm
DoenE YEDWE HOB, OO BB wavs ey »OBTed
C®, §OB, §eC B Drnews’ sl WOTHO 8¢de.
Bedversi® e® Hed@w g8wdrndmdan 88908 85y
Bwon 00857 DA »E »OER BHOOW ®S8sY, S gmo
edvews’ gdusl BB VBw@D eI &8 mdo,
3B w0 Hmed 8DAD HADE 8BFO®G OO & B
G E®HD) DI0W 0 EMERD B 8¢ O D, Y, @®
BoeRIVHG HOW VYBIO NER yodrwd ds3esy mn B0
nOed yedned BO® gEBe wodiwsme BSed®
»OGHD, »Osted @EEBe e®iw ©Be® »OGHD
s0Eedsy mOBID) yOOs edmh. 0dm a8 RBw aned
GeRvww ocwn® wesidmd. & »®&, access to justice
Bz Om. 00 B8EWO BBewsy ems®en §edescnd Gwxs,
5O ©O0e® BO» HYIORHIO GINWCwmLW, FWOYIDE
BID Jeno® & 0dmedsy BBe 9810 eimd ST nn
Bodny O BBe ne a8 vepw 0¥rn Yy YRIEOwH
eOmD Bwo OO Bomyds. & Ded® @cdrmD ofenrs, @®
BoeRIDDB WO BEITIE PWBWoen PIVe® el
B0 OB BRI owedBy gdmde ©wd WO
Bedmd. & wiw dodvewsi® seifde 88E gBwidsn
8w den B8BYD® wewo e Pwdmdes 88c0sY
0500 110 80 120 ¢x00 018 BB B8R >Smoo.

©® 0Eede #sTedCErrIWD - ORI WG DV -
CS 0D Bedm iedw »nO8, BBHYGOGTed
D10E08 BGO® 015I8e® Dwed B werddmw, Yev®
IO B8RPG OG e BG® we® Dwed B&d 8w B3O.
o082 90 Sodvewsi® e® Mmdeame wews? nE YRk, od®
D0€0d GE woeem SOR ylocwsl B8, O
DeF0e® B8sY, DadBmusy 8857 Omwn wedyy clwen
WEI, YOS O JEOReWW @oDwW, DeN® NFHO® HIOE
D BHBOW D ®Oew® Do e® BH® wed Dwed
B0 OB WD B Y 810 EEDO ©® Bwsin
Ro%, egELI WO DBPGOGBTed 8GO we® Dwed B0
@8 og 65 80 67 ¢, eBwDNIWoem BBHGOGBTedd
BH® we® Dwed B @ddig 63 80 65 ¢, OB
BBRycoTed B%® wed® dui B8O gfog 61 8O 63
e300, 8o DBPGHOGIBIed 58 ewednFOdisTed Bx®
©0e® Dei 8@ gfog 60 8O 62 ¢ 908 dDaewsy
Boe® 8Byc0osTed 8%® 0ide® Dued 8810 e® wows
8&es MmO Bwsm Om.

@G Bewdss mOmnemn®B, e@B8 BBwe ne a8 »D
»E @n 20 9 YeIEPWS Beambd. & »OE, justice
delayed is justice denied Bwx Om. & Buosiery e@umnie?
BBe, guBe woddisms OO ¥y OO Buslesy & ndd®
@ ©¢wer 00008 Bwm OB. »YY ged Jed BA
Bedned Beadm ym oo nO8, 8 ®OYn d@E
Onews’ @i 88. HousInd y8BO enyend oxfenus,
0050501z BBy ©:® BBwmwemO® BBYGHOGBY
408, 60z @m0 wodd 83w @n §ort, Comed
BBumrwmd 8Byo oot BIstest 20 Died gmo mEd
600250028, OHE®O w@insews’ OBPGHOJeeRO B
3,000z, 4,000z handle mosvzm 8D @D50.

@8 ¢, 8B PG DJewned HPOO Bwm Om @m®
NAG® ®EOBGS 0. @® ed gdEdm g8 ACTT®
vy, BBe, gFBe weddisme BEO wews &) »OYD



2119 58B800x7nd 2120

[061 BBReg w060 Bumred ©uvdw]

000 e @oeorw emew®¢ Bws I®. & Ded® ©®
DEJMS wewsy mEr Ded e@m a8 vy el enn #nd HO®
@¢wn e0edl8. & Ded® 08 HEMD wewsy e Diod
0®m yOE Hw®wm O O emduw. IO odnd
eOm&B. e®ime, EHHO Bd Eah ¢Y & dJe® - mandate
vor - Bedn) O ecwr »OB, BB ®OYD, eH® IO
c8mwsI0 ¢cRO® ¥ 8wmdO a8 9osT e gnd Hum Om.
g0 a@gdig YO ICH C1o Bedmdn. J mcs ne a8 &
e0RedsY 280 BmE VB V® 0O WM. BBw
23063835 @ OO eHedm DRewsy e®d 0D, Imd w®am
dnews’ owd 0D gBDbeewrsI® gdas  swEmO
BEEHN.

& Ded® 90 0082 Sodvewsi® wewsy WosTm vy,
O 0w O8O a8 1dnE svym® Sy BBO wewot D18
20w ew WO Bedm . Bodvewsi® eme®
Ded mewnsiny YodrdE »E Waswsd edewd ewndsy
Beadmdr Beco 8 ¢sind. & Bewo® @8 85EF ¢8widn
OB o100 OB, DodwdS OIBWCem oD
@B, e300 B WD LRI T 3P0 PBIRET O
DO Bedmrh. 9e@5O Fydnc Ouwilmdiea ecmE ¢ @B
Be BDDowdE €H08m 0 Bedmdr. & Ded® &30
Judoc 9ndmdens MCC building dexf &G8m m»3co
Beadmdl. wEn R0 wcv dede admdemwem MCC
building ®ex €8x @S, Emsme & PO v
TGO eonEE BeamD. & Dr1ed® PwISmJSen®IcE
aom 6, 10 w2 11 aEeed »8 wewr 005 »oE Bedmd. &
D0d® emgdsT 8O 50 ¢dmenmnc 88980 emecBny
38 aDdvye 0w @O Bedmdr. gud OnwE,
B5088B03enwd QIS Clokata) B BIwE,
2088e@Inedsy o8 v ey 8Oy B50nBeBOSW - CBE
808 OB - »BYBed BBFE @ Boewddmw mSm
M S med Dend vy o0 gdWmoen woBEemw
B0am WE guacw. HINB, a8 sude Cevw eldwien
3 OB OO BBC I wBEeomw B8O owowo
NEDr. & OO @WOFmBED WO »OB gxd open
WO @DIesY. 5O Sk BBwO ¢8 OF 18 ®OYn WOy
BBO emedd gDmw W WSE Beamdo,

80 @00, eweBm 8Os Bemd Dred® D wdusy
Bemd B8 48 m mO»Dr. D ®ur Bwmdd
2ed Jw »8Fem Dldm OO BZO wews O
s3FemOc; Pcdr HRO0 @8 WOwn WS Beamds. &
D0d® IS ey ¢85 wd@axsTdewsy ) Im O
00 BurIy »OB8, e0Bwd ux BxIdnm ¢6O5Y O
D8 @aBIBIOCE ®HB3w BFven oddnE ©wYw VPMOJ
2@mden uigwus’ eWsic mOBRBET OB cams GomIcewsy
RPYsTensy w8 R OB vV O» ece a8 & »Oun
oG WO Beas 2.

0® 8Bue od0d nEP @8 dewmeditny edvesd
Sm000 @8 Mmoo @ IRHOGROE DEDHBenDw
»9g0; BEO Ded® RBw BEcO wdmmded Igem
B&@Dsw 5O @) sy BOB. e®ime, BB DD a8
am Ben @mcwed BBw ©@0® Bgeed dF ylocwsy
DROBODO AW Cedm d8wO Sno8. »Pw, ged
cFeows Beastesy gsimy & Bem mIice a¢ ¢@8x 8wg
Qo BT w@NTFODewsY Wy BBwE c-edismd

RZO0R. J Dredd® 50 gBelm admde 88Y88 emedsds
28 gdme 0w WO Bedmds. & ed® e-Court
D16 W BEOE®CemwIr a8 0wl e Beadn .

9 gdwy DRews’ Serdsvewsi® O WICEHIOR
8EAcO o mIBI m0B88. 88 8EedsIn OFOG 5T
BBw0 @® m»E) Briced O ecw BEIEC @dmdw® 0w
BE Gn 0OmD. e®® mE) BrIced 91 Om BJed od®edd
@BeHsY DBI!

“There is a particular threat to judicial
independence which should concern us: that is, the growing
tendency for politicians and the press to attack in intemperate
and even vituperative terms judges who have given decisions
with which they disagree. ...the Lord Chief Justice of England
and Wales, has recently said, one of the attributes we expect of
an independent judge is the moral courage to make decisions
which will be unpopular with politicians or the media or the
public.”
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka. You have 10
minutes to address the House and the Floor is yours.

[e.60.2.21]

O OBBID WO IBED DvD0

(orerfl@ Hwhs &HeTTSVEHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)

©0T Bowdss DONGHROB, O cmPOICHO O
DICHE OnX® Br¥cersy e® ¢FnBHJ wwd Bewdsmw
W0y smmn Bewldnows BBwO, yLsnBInDicw HRED
P HEYDO OBDE weerddmy W® OWWO® B TRO,
GBIV AWAO WO e O1OF eI DB
DO OWO® vy OHON watw wsBen B
Osifocew O8w0, B8 ©¢dn HEBHPO® Ondd
8BoeRIVDG DDILWD ®BIBN 0O erewren DDB BOE s
yn BOC ®od Y HSwWdE ©® ¢Brieny.



2121 2026 8@ 24 2122

©0] Bewdds mOnemn®B, 197828 @B »oy &
2 HBNDO OOEND 2207 D00 woerldme WOBIH
cFenw OB 0® edEed, dodvewrsi® eedisddewn
DD RN Ywmed 9uIm 0® eD1ed, e® LD
D10END O 0 Onw OB WCHWE BedmD. §dEd
BBoeme8® 000800 BBs oo B8 SO
FDOOCEO W WOy odiBews Died »HOB @ 0®s
cBiesy. IO e¥nd, “5nleBOc; BHe ecoms wdes
g0 BBwme® 0® @eadiln® Du0EGD HerdWHmwW
CHOO. Bedm e®wd aEBsy e Omn Yo w3, »Os
Be0m 0w®W0 emdl 9 Jeay vidy @8 cWm. »H,
YT NTeEE IECB OTIHEO H® BDeD GOOBSO
ednd, Beddd, agr® acs 50 D1dEGD OO wesIdo
@ BB, & o "ewmemiwns) JOF - cum Sdnes"
yBeFB ymnedsy ©wcHsy MmO Baewn. HBHOREWST®
8¢ »eOI® Bned 5D OdENDE oo OO @A
OO0, YOG @cwws 0® Jee 8d BedmDiw BwWE&.
5, D86 ecmWO sudetd HTIeEE OO euvIH®
WO Beadmd, d o1 BEO gcvwm 5B 0T, & edmDO
DOBIed SO ©cH o8 g8 BCIEHI OmD DBHIB
Bwm O,

o0 Boewdes DONEDROA, ged Ced eEin®
010D ¢ gouty ©8E DI 19788 wig Osdeded
Bwemw, admOes ©y D8DEBDB §BC DCHEDD
BB meg BOEHOs gD NSO HwHO OB
RO OBDPFD WeRIVD® BEWBID YOO, O
5D BIYDcw eONEDE YR BOoO BB eE T,
288 90 8O oo, 8O 0ud evzwy VgD FHRLDO
D1DEG 3.0RIAEBEY YLBBIHDILD HWED DD OB
o Beo d¢ 88 0cemFeci® 80 86idd few. d805
PHBODO  OuDPF weenddmw Yy — eDEedn
YL BIPDcs eDNEDsT a8 Om Onwm BIw. O &
Deedned 88 g 90 ¥ned® Pmn. HYY, O dew®
80y »@¥onrted@0 ¢ 88 ©¢dn gedin® DD
©oeRIDDB B emYOun 0P EEedxrTned we®OH
WOBID Wacw wW8w 98 @D Bws YED®@ gsd
Boedmoo.

OO Bewdss mONEmOB, RN I gdws
Omemd o ICH® HETO emies’ DIV
B35000 Bwo. 88 @¢d5 @redi)n® Odeddr weaddmed
a8nm0 ACH® WE Bw® ol BB Hedyed
Bens®m wldden O BB HHodd8 Bem S
QIR . @ 00 ©Berldm B»YBNIeEE
ecnemysies’, § o BB wnvded RO Beddmd
®ded, BBE ©DmDE Bedddmd ©ded, BB
B3 BIBS 30800 e®WY BGEVTOW yma BT wH O
00 L88wensy DwrTeEE Y8 Oy et IFHW YRS
2008m oemewd SGdATOe Ym® WOLE. S ©o
ey Bu@ odnwmEs 8e W :0mDE Do dRDw
@®wd ym® O a8 cramn.

¢ crBvom D8 GO gy Beddd BRs SSE8
053¢0 ©® ¢DOBELT BOx 00 8 ¢wdd vemm dn®
8ed 00 OO s57ed8sY 8Eed®xin DO 35O D geEo
& 92 00 Bod BBz ©v &5y Beddw s 913 a8 ¢utm .
& 80 00008, nPrinsiedied vsew vwesim, am
&5 ICEDOW BES1ghw MOTID 020ew® s §ay Biw
@G Sedznem BROTIE OB YoBRE ¥ emIEOE

B datdes B3we, & BB »R 008ndmO oy
o53esY D 8Ce®xIned 1598 ¥ oD »&w®
eust8s »nPBIvNsIeE PO ®oerIdBG wO®D
DOV B0 WO, 00m evemID @1 OO
»eBw Byen ¢ Bwmy I a8 . ¢pedidd edm
00T 980 WMOTTHO Bedm »SBBO D& e
»eBun 0@ BYen. 0mDO5 HE Jew ¢ Bwmds mHO
emg@uern’ 00 wdy B S oxm  BHo
egdwdmden Brigeds’ v euvsidE eI ©Y Be®
BOsIH B Gewo.

@G Bewdss mOsnemn®B, O0 ¢3mn egdwdmden
Bsicd 06 ®mOronemn® B85 Bedmemd, "“»en
BDademwn @Dms "8 Buwmremd iy seed 98
eBeg 9CR VY OBE WO OBFOS W #OBDS exvyd
OV B B1H® YU evgy vid. FPPOREGT® a8
eI E50m DO Buwrles’ e@imwnle Bweo. & »nOE,
380 ACWO B WE BBDOCOST gD 0® v VPsTed
Onw e Bwcr. 9853, a0 “E® ©E® enegdsy
ey 0wy S8 qE® gud eFedmd @fdig e¢mw
BB B Omw BOBBID 81 OO @ edfed dun
Beadmdig Buwsy Om. I Em® 00 v Heoed, sgo
©®0 BBICwBO DO VW B ¢ BwEB. 88 ¢5d ¢Bods
se wwo 5¥c HOG O ewwsI® »EY 8 WO O.
®s e’ O & »EJYOE mcw s s »E
OO, B w¥ BBIcw BT BHHBD @ecHO WBIH
Bedm vw ¢8 owm ¢cB5rd.

OG0 Bewdds mONEDROB, S8 D RNH®
OpdEG weaddme omy engdl@um  »OYBed
COEDDEED FGHD V@ BLeE® BDeDd, "ded @md)
O 08 OB Beadmdl. & BHE) ¢ VOB edwsy
®OBID) @0@sB. OO Bwo 48 000 w-0afdniw enemmH"
BB, ©O® ¢dmn, 80 0vd me ®DORET dw Bwigewn.
S Bwsrdn, @® ed e® O 80 evd M1 D8 O rgnw
et 11: 850 Bucs. s, 01857 ¢ CHve®mO O&w
Bodsier? sveg @d8WIwdOE Do 5 9RO »E ©y
o1 ©OITTVewsT vmOy »E) Buex dw a8 Yoy
I,

28 & S0 end 8RHoOseTed Dwee, Sev®
IO gl vRBed Bedm allmOc BHwo ©©
a0sI B8, @owdOEO  gdas  svu®»O® &
Bodmrydng, dhed yodwd Hyodr Bedmbdg, DSOS
@200 D) Bedmdig, s GPeBMOBE Bwednm
D00 BB8aD Dlm C1edmD, Dordrvewsi® Jed e
s8Fem ©¢dned®sined Dibm g Credmdig Brr OO
205ID BB, 0@ Bug y@dmHOEO Bugd® eimd edmOO
BBy OcwsTed 0@ e 8¥n BZO ©B8ws0 0w
Dedde Buo @ BesInI®. ©0 Bewdes B DNemnO®B, @
DB OBmn ox). By g8 ¢B5rdr, O8m @m0 wdWJ
endEOE DWEOHE Bedm BEOES od gned Ond
DfemecmHDr. & §E Dustesd sy D DnC D10 e
Bam) 080 0Cm DO ed DR »HOB gredi)d
@@emsY WOBT® wesTeny.

Seodvewsi® gdmden sdBed Bedm HewlBm
ORE OB B WOBID Yo domew © 300 a8 8w
DICWD 9 CcBwow Wmer. Bw gfoided 48 ¢ldmoen
Bedpned s0Am 9OE O D ®™OBD BE DPDed
B e¢Imy B 9CEH. I ocstm Wy Do
DY sNsTeEE BOD. 8O @it BBeswmO ©gd - 0® gl -



2123 3085Be®snd

[06 ®esi® S emBCEm oo

48 953500 20ecemrymO 018 8Buw :8Eed@xIned dLd®
Dem cod B0 @O0 DONE®Reesy eEEOR
B, edmCem Wedped Bedmy GROE O B WOBID
g0 w28 SDicwn et B, € O, ss 56D
Y00, Vev® o »YBINTIeE Owm @D B¢
yBFeds mer. 80 vded @8 0o mSNEHRE VY eDE
GOm0 9B meor - SuWued OIFOS ausy WS
BBuBs 980 mer - edwieme wOITVewsT
208Ee®xTn Sords 906 6w 8 WO B, S
®®, ve uem OYYD. I ecsimy Aoy BO.
253800 "admoma" Bum DOme HYHO DOm@E OO
85 mOBTIBY BHYBINTIeE R ¢ BT Hmo.

©0 Bewdds DONE®ROB, ©O d @B W
3DesY DO WD PO VIR OB WE1. DB DREWSY
®® guuiey OBB, 0® weerddmOES iy DrewsI®
Buecsion’ dmmded ydme B g¢ SmHB0D0 e
B 003 Bedmd »Oxed vwved odamem adda
88300 0RO wew ¢ e0m erensies’ BwEr. Jed “Bymd
gc & o y@» OO,

©0; Bewdds mONe®ROB, s DY Onm Bwe
oI By oHmem  Bedmd e B O
D0EDE, ©¢8 OE®E, HIOCHE MOEW®B.
G BBw emedd Bedm dmmded Sddiwss wiHmEm
B gnd Bw a8 Bddiw WO, ac B, B B syFeny
951D YOOI, ¥ D, ACH 2B BB es 9uIm YOOI, &¢
29, 5 8BEwJ eDsIm yOOB. eV ¥, DFBWC; eOBIB
gy, @8 ACw Bedm ods GeELR® OsdED
200e@dAMORO Yo Bitn. RS RO & Ded eBI™
0 J0 Erlfcw ymoa WO Bedmd. JOm
JLmBIYDcD Bomd S0 Sno ¢8 vws Hew; B
DO OO ¢8 Sowe Hew. dw go® c¢dw Died »®
OO0 vWed &ricn BIvn - gomO oWed Iy,
OO ©ed ¢ivH - B god 8@ 8 dcedved
OBIBOG15TO eDfern ST Frwr.

® @lwiy Drews’ ®wews WOsTesy, e® OudEG
weeaddmy 8¢ B @rlew anm Drewx® olven
¢, YEORBBY @00 0500 By BB ¢ o¢wa,
gL BInDiced B b B&hwse BwecE.

e® gue LENJeBH®ed HDO® IR Bwmndr OO
S mn, BONC oddEe dn® g e¢m Bweomnd gsieny
BB, S5NI8BRD g1ed @¢m HOeOD BByDed ¢t eem
D) OB B8 0cdm PeBPPO OBOE weerdWB@ BB
omY®un ©8®0m WOsI® Y& 95O »Oyn weg. & D
ga mOB8sY, ©O e® gdEd R 2© o VIS
BB 0085 Bod mD ¢dwst WL, ©o Bewdss
DOIBNEHDOB.

®6 Beradss mAOrznEm )

(orenryflg rdld suThTwsT Sjeurssir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne.
You have ten minutes.

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Sujeewa Dissanayake to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Vijitha Herath - Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Employment and Tourism)
Sir, I propose that the Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake do
now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. SUJEEWA DISSANAYAKE took the Chair.
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ced BE 008 gldowsy cyd o0 mSm. Sir, |
quote from the UK Government's Official Website, which
discusses the change in the retirement age.

"This follows a full consultation last year which received over
1000 responses from across the magistracy, judiciary, the legal
profession, and other key stakeholder groups. The majority
supported raising the age limit to reflect improvements in life
expectancy and an increase in cases that need dealing with.

The new retirement age is expected to have a positive impact
on diversity by promoting opportunities for individuals considering
applying to the bench later in life, such as those who may have had
gaps in their career to balance professional and family
responsibilities."

Then, Lord Chancellor Robert Buckland, QC said in
defending the Amendment, I quote:

"Our judges, magistrates and coroners are world-renowned for
their excellence, expertise and independence. It is right we hold on
to them and do not cut off careers unnecessarily.

Raising the retirement age will mean we can retain their
invaluable experience, while ensuring that judicial roles are open to
a wider pool of talent.

It will also make sure our courts and tribunals can continue to
benefit from a world-class judiciary, as we emerge from the
pandemic and beyond."

The website further states, I quote:

"Magistrates above 70 who have retired before the increase will
be able to come back to the bench if there is a business need in their
local area."
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Officers (Extension of Retirement Age) (Amendment)
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acwed ofemosy, he said, "Permanent tenure is one of the
most valuable of the modern improvements in the practise of
government."
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Sir, the scales of justice require a steady hand and that
steadiness is forged in the crucible of experience. The
question when a judge should step down is not merely an
administrative detail, but also an important debate over
the soul of our Judiciary. We have no evidence that an
increase in the retirement age would impact adversely on
public confidence in the Judiciary. With the increase in
the average life expectancy of the people and the
tendency of individuals now to work for longer periods, a
higher retirement age reflects these societal changes.

In Sri Lanka, today, we are taking a decisive action to
cut through the mounting backlog of cases which has long
burdened our courts, driven by the undeniable truth that
justice delayed is truly justice denied. When the legal
process languish for years, it is the ordinary citizen who
suffers the most, trapped in a system of prolonged
uncertainty and systemic bottlenecks. It is the judges'
practical wisdom, institutional memory and steady
temperament that allow a court to navigate complex
proceedings swiftly, ensuring that speed does not come at
the cost of fairness.

§Roes25006:8) O OIEH®s
(orer Ll @ SewevemLSTRIGL 2 DIILNeTT SjeuTder)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

RIN®WO Bwd» moEw gdwemdd, ©o
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@67 (49008w6) emesEB G880 e®emdw
(orenryflg (svrHd)) (QFsval) Cassragebwm <, Mwydeor)
(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne)

I will wind up, Sir.

The people of this nation have entrusted us with a
clear, resounding mandate based on the “A Thriving
Nation, A Beautiful Life” to dismantle these delays and
restore faith in our legal institutions. The Judiciary must
always remain connected to the modern world and the
gravity of final legal adjudication demands temperance,
which only time can bestow. The justice system is strong
only when it retains wisdom. Therefore, we stand behind
this Amendment as a single team with a good conscience
and full dedication.

Thank you for the time given, Sir.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Habeeb Rifan, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, I had been allotted five minutes. I will wind up in
two minutes.
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8191880 wewsy o Beadmo. It states, I quote:

"Judicial proceedings are too long, and the time they involve
especially affect people deprived of liberty. It amounts to a denial
of justice. Cases are regularly postponed. Judges cannot cope with
the number of cases they have to deal with. The Criminal
Investigations Department and the Government Analyst Department
are centralized in Colombo and conduct investigations for the
whole justice system. Criminal prosecutors are overburdened. The
backlog of tribunals, in both civil and criminal matters, should be
considered so as to be the object of some work plan to tackle the
delays and to prevent their occurrence. Some elements to be
addressed are the following: increasing the capacities of the
mediation system, increasing the number of judges; establishing
more courts in different parts of the country, including family
courts; improving the prosecutorial services in the Attorney-
General’s office so as to have a strong Prosecutor's Office and
implementing a plan for the evaluation of performance."
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“We have carefully considered the said proviso and are in
agreement with the submission of the learned Solicitor General. If
the intention was to reduce the tenure of the present Chief Justice,
that, in our view, would be a violation of the Constitutional
safeguards that we have already referred to in this Determination.”
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, today, we are debating the
Twenty Second Amendment to the Constitution Bill and
the Judicature (Amendment) Bill. Whilst this Debate was
going on, an Hon. Lady Member from the Government,
while speaking, quoted Lord Denning. Lord Denning, Sir,
was an iconic judge - a Law Lord - because he had a very
liberating attitude towards approaching the law and
interpreting it. One of the key cornerstone principles he
left behind as a legacy was that the law must be alive, it
must not be restricted to mere words, must not simply be
looked at with a literal meaning and that you must go
behind it and understand the concepts on which these
laws are created. So, he is someone most law students
adored because of his very progressive way of looking at
things. The Hon. Lady Member mentioned Lord Denning
and said that we must go to the substance of what is being
intended and not look at the actual letter of the law. I
completely agree with her, and it is in that spirit that I
would like to make the first part of my intervention,
which is with regard to process, Sir.

This Government had a resounding mandate from the
people. Also, it has a two-thirds majority; it has much
more than a two-thirds. Out of the 225 seats, 150 is the
two-thirds and it has 159 seats. And, this Government
seems to think - this has happened not only with regard to
the Twenty Second Amendment to the Constitution Bill,
which we are debating today, but with regard to certain
other matters as well - that because they have that two-
thirds majority, they have essentially been given a
mandate by the people to change the Constitution or they
can, that they have been created a situation where they
could facilitate the change of the Constitution unilaterally
and that they do not need to consult anybody else. But,
the actual motive behind the two-thirds majority or the
thinking behind putting that number - a two-thirds
majority - is this. In most Parliaments, any government
cannot obtain a two-thirds. They normally get a simple
majority; getting a two-thirds majority is almost
impossible. You make it a need to have a two-thirds
majority to change the Constitution and what that means
is, you must build consensus, you must reach beyond the
mandate the people had given you. Actually, on
something like the first law of the country, which is the
Constitution, you must build consensus, you must reach
out. It must be something that, by and large, everybody
must be on board, and that is the true meaning of the two-
thirds, not the number two-thirds. But, this Government
has not done that when they easily could have because, as
they say, if the intention, the stated position or the idea is
to bring down the number of cases pending, then nobody
can complain with regard to that; nobody should
complain with regard to that.

They could have easily cornered the Members of the
Opposition by having a consultative process, bringing in
the civil society in a big way, but they chose not to do
that. They chose not to do that in a background where this
Government had never, never, stated the increase in the
retirement age of the judges as one of their pledges during

elections; they never stated it. They specifically stated
that they would bring in a new Constitution, and they
have a mandate for that. But, they never stated that they
would do this and that is a piecemeal change of the
Constitution. There are so many other things they have
specifically pledged in their Manifesto, which they have
not delivered on. Repeatedly, they keep saying they
would do those, they would do those, but they have not
done those. They have, in fact, gone back on things like
repealing the PTA, the release of political prisoners; all of
those things, they have gone back on. But, with regard to
the Constitution, their position is, a new Constitution has
to be brought in. Piecemeal changes of the Constitution
would not do wss the position the Government took when
they got the mandate. But, the Government never made
this pledge at the elections. Anybody, any senior Member
of the Government, knows that a change in the retirement
age of judges of the Supreme Court and the Court of
Appeal is a Constitutional change. So, that should have
specifically been mentioned. Constitutional changes are
not things that you could simply do overnight; those are
things for which you specifically require a mandate, but
you never sought it. You never did it. Instead, you want
to rush through that particular aspect; despite the fact that
you keep on saying that you are bringing in a new
Constitution, you want to rush through that aspect. So,
the question arises whether we are undermining
democracy, the notions behind the two-thirds majority
and the true meaning behind that concept. I, for one, do
not understand why this Government has to rush. They
could have easily taken people on board. I think if the
intentions were not cynical, not the doubts that have
generally been aired in public, then the Government
could have easily taken a little bit more time in building
that consensus, but they have not.

The other matter I wish to raise, Sir, is the question of
independence of the Judiciary. The retirement ages of the
Superior Court Judges are entrenched in the Constitution.
It is done so because when they are appointed, it brings
certainty with regard to their term, and that is very
important. When you have certainty, then everybody
knows that that judge, whichever way he swings,
whatever his ideas may be and whatever his judgments
may be, would be there for a certain term. So, if the idea
was, "Look, we need to overhaul these; the ages that
have been stipulated are far too low", they must be
increased. They must be increased, in principle, I am in
agreement. If the new ages were to be applied to the new
appointments, nobody could complain. Then, that would
be a totally different attitude towards the Constitutional
change. In fact, that would be something which would be
welcomed because new members are new members and
they are not noted individuals. The moment you are
appointed, you are a noted individual; your name is noted
with that position. The consequences, therefore, when
you try to change their ages thereafter is, you stand the
risk of being accused, as you are today, of political
interference. And, that sort of accusation, then, brings the
whole question of independence of the Judiciary into
question.

Unfortunately, they have been making that case, that
this is just a bunch of rogues seated in the Opposition,
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who all have got together. When you go after rogues, we
do not oppose it. We have criticized you a lot, but have
we said a single word when you have been trying to go
after whom you call "rogues" and whom we also consider
rogues? We have not said anything. We could have easily
made a hue and cry about it, but we are on board with you
in that. Whoever who is a rogue that you go after, by all
means, you do it. That is not the issue. It is not only those
so-called rogues who are complaining, but people who are
extremely respected, people of the civil society, people
whom you cannot, by any stretch of the imagination,
accuse as being partisan or politically influential have
also complained about this process. If I may mention a
particular name, someone who has tremendous respect
for, Professor Savitri Gunasekera has complained. Then,
Dr. Rohan Edirisinghe has complained. You know, those
are people who are highly respected - there are many
more like them whose names I have not mentioned - and
when they complain, I think you must stand up and listen
because these are consequences. You are a Government
which came into power saying that you are bringing in a
system change, but, now, you are doing the complete
opposite. The moment you get a two-thirds, you decide to
ditch the necessity for consensus-building on
Constitutional change thinking, "We have got a two-
thirds; we will do whatever we want so that we would set
up a situation, hopefully, that would last like the way
"J.R." did for years and years without changing." That is a
completely wrong attitude. Actually, that is the attitude of
those you accuse of yourselves.

Sir, the other matter is with regard to the delays. I
have not been practising criminal law, but I started as a
criminal lawyer. Even then and even now, the biggest
delay is not because judges do not have time. The biggest
delay is because the case cannot be proceeded with as
either the Government Analyst's Department's reports
have not come in time or the police officers have to serve
at some important occasion and are unable to come to
court or there are some transportation problems. So, it is
the infrastructure and obviously, the judicial system that
causes the delays. The judicial system must be
strengthened not by increasing the retirement ages of
judges, but, on the contrary, by increasing the number of
judges and by increasing the infrastructure such as
resources and digitalization required for a judge in order
to give judgments. So, if you had done those things within
the last two years and set the background subsequently for
enhancing this process of trying to bring down those
pending cases by also increasing the retirement age of the
judges, I think it would have been a far better process, a
far more credible move on your part, rather than doing it
in the complete opposite way. And, Doing that, too - to
rush through these Amendments - when certain particular
individuals are supposed to retire within a couple of
weeks, I think does not stand well.

And, finally, if I may say, obviously, our system,
again is going by the letter of the law. Our system states
that we have to go to the Supreme Court and the Supreme
Court can rule on whatever laws that Parliament chooses
to debate and pass. But, on this particular matter, there is
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a conflict of interest; there is clearly a conflict of interest.
This is a matter that concerns those very same Lordships.
It is my view that this Government should not have left it
to their Lordships to decide on matters that concern them.
This Government, knowing and saying that they have a
resounding mandate and they are the voice of the people,
should have, in fact, gone before the people. If there was
ever going to be a case, that genuinely and credibly
would have stood the test of this Government’s
credibility with regard to its intentions, that could have
been solved by going before the people to a Referendum.
Then, we would have saved our judges, their reputations
and them being called into question with regard to
conflicts of interest. You yourselves could have saved it
with regard to your own intentions, because ultimately,
we do everything in this House, whether it be in the
courts, in the interest of our people. So, you should have
gone before the people, but you chose not to and you
chose not to because you wanted to rush this Amendment
through. And here again, your intentions become highly
questionable when you rush something like this through,
when your stated position is that you are going to bring in
a new Constitution. But instead, you make these ad hoc
changes.

Finally, Sir, let me conclude by just saying this. There
are so many other important day-to-day matters that
concern people. But, this Government chooses to act in a
manner that is completely unacceptable. There is one
example I want to give and I think some of my
Colleagues representing the North and the East have
already spoken about it. As you know, this week
commemorates Thileepan, a former cadre of the LTTE
who fasted unto death and sacrificed his life on a 26th of
September, which arrives in a couple of days’ time. That
event has been held despite there had been several
oppositions in the past where governments, particularly
the Rajapaksa Government, had tried to disrupt it.
Nonetheless, the people held these events. Last year, your
Members from Jaffna attended those events. They
attended those events, garlanded statues of Thiyaga
Theepam Thileepan. The Hon. Minister Chandrasekar
also attended the event; he wanted to go in, but there was
opposition to his taking part in it. But, this time, whilst
the event was taking place very peacefuliy with a lot of
participation, all of a sudden, the police went there and
removed all the speakers. Then, they had said that there is
a threat to national security and that without the
intelligence reports, they would not able to hand over the
speakers again. Sir, we talk about police and we talk
about all of this.
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I am concluding, Sir.

But, on these particular issues, if you cannot -
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Hon. Presiding Member, I rise today to place on
record my serious constitutional and institutional
reservations concerning the Twenty Second Amendment
to the Constitution. Let me make one point very clear at
this time. This is not about the dignity, integrity,
qualifications or the character of any individual judge. My
concern is more fundamental. When we alter the tenure or
the retirement age, particularly, of judges who are already
in office and whose retirement dates are known, we must
ensure that the Amendment cannot reasonably be
perceived as altering the composition of the Judiciary for
the benefit of a particular incumbent. That is an important
matter, and that is the constitutional principle I urge this
House to consider.
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Sir, let me now turn onto the Supreme Court
Determination, which I have carefully examined and
analysed to the best of my ability. The Supreme Court
itself has recognized - Hon. Minister of Justice and
National Integration, even you would have seen that - the
importance of protecting an incumbent from the
immediate operation of a new tenure limitation; it is there
in the Determination. The Court has required an
additional proviso concerning the proposed six-year
limitation on the Office of Chief Justice. This is what the
additional proviso states, I quote:

“Provided further that the term limit of six years set out in
the first proviso will not apply to any person holding the office of
the Chief Justice as at the date of coming into operation of this
Act.”

Why is it significant? That is because it recognizes the
constitutional difficulty that could arise when a new
tenure rule is imposed upon a person already holding
office. I respectfully submit to Parliament that it should
consider applying the same principle across the board. If
we accept that the new constitutional rule affecting the
tenure of judges should not disturb the existing tenure of
an incumbent, then we should carefully consider whether
the benefit conferred by the Amendment should apply to
sitting judges, whose retirement dates were already fixed
by the Constitution when they assumed office. In
deciding that, whether the Amendment gives an
incumbent less time or more time should make no
difference at all. Let me make that very clear. This is a
universally accepted principle upon which democratic
jurisdictions have consistently acted upon. Remember,
the constitutional amendment affecting judicial tenures
should operate prospectively and neutrally and should not
alter the composition of the existing Bench midway
through the tenure of its members. Every previous change
to the Constitution, which the Hon. Minister made
reference to, was made and adopted at the time when a
new Constitution was brought in. There had never been a
previous situation where the retirement age of sitting
Superior Court Judges was altered through a separate
constitutional amendment. This is the first time in the
history of Sri Lanka such a change is being proposed, a
point the Hon. Minister of Justice and National
Integration conveniently omitted to mention.

This is about institutional independence and not about
personalities. I am not alleging that any judges have
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sought an extension and I am sure about that. Also, [ am
not saying that the Chief Justice has ever sought such an
extension and I am sure of that. I am not alleging that the
Government has acted with any improper motive; that is
my assumption. I am not making any allegation against
the Chief Justice or any other member of the Judiciary. I
have no doubt that the judges of our courts are honourable
men and women, and so is the Chief Justice. But, even
where everyone involved acts honourably and in good
faith, an arrangement could, nevertheless, create a
perception that the separation of powers has been
compromised. That is the danger we must guard against.
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I am going to conclude, Sir.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

GRows0Ge) ©0; OFEROA, "evms emPYdun 0¢dm OC
Bed® BEae¢ Brw ound 2», dm»® 2026.09.25 &»
D00 S OID® B&hs wE oI gne” 8 OO ewdszn
YoloN

G S8z &Y, e @@z Sas.
allearr flGlabsLLIL (5) 6Tmmys GCls eI L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
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Question proposed.
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Question put, and agreed to.

80 ¢n2pc® Sos¢ws m @2 GE.
YSTLILY. MUTHLD PSS DS HBLILIL LS.
The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.
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It being past 7.00 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.16 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 25th September, 2026.
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wresr Ll FTBIS THBTIWES euiserrTsd Gal sl L
@etempuw  @uUBIGL  usSlrsslaster 1o Bevds
aflerreyds@ - 2357/2026 -  eflewLwellluspe, B,
Sl wHpmid Qurmertsry HlalmsSs ewwFFT
wreT @ BT GLTT SlOVThTilds euiser (@)@ eury
&T6V Yjeusrad Casmriflujsirenmi.

The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake, Minister of
Finance, Planning and Economic Development has
requested for two weeks’ time to reply to Question No.
01 - 2357/2026 - raised by the Hon. Suranga Rathnayaka,
appearing in today's Order Paper.

@0 DAED.O0.9D. WEBeEm Punmn S8BT awmy @, @
25 o vped wewsy 205 yimwd - 2358/2026 - 88xnd
200 e, DPBOBm 8 88w D8 a®ims ©d;
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Qevss alleorreyds@ - 2358/2026 - allewwefllliugn@, BF),
Ll wHpmid Qurmertsry Hlalhsd ewwFFi
wrenTyfl@ BT GLTT SleUThriudsds euiser @)@ eury
&T6V Sjeusrad Casmriflujsirenmi.

The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake, Minister of
Finance, Planning and Economic Development has
requested for two weeks’ time to reply to Question No.
02 - 2358/2026 - raised by the Hon. W.H.M.
Dharmasena, appearing in today's Order Paper.

2025-2029 ¢80 g8 §0¢0®e8 s
w8ACEHIDe® D RBOVD: Bnd
2025-2029 sueny @ewmbs eu(HLOTESTD GlLimyLd
GOuBiIsemer susPiayl’ (Hb Sl L 1b: efluigid

LOW-INCOME FAMILY EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMME 2025-
2029: DETAILS

2359/2026
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(The Hon. W.H.M. Dharmasena)
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(iv) 202690 oeT(HSEGH6T jeVGleusmLy LiwissTTerfld:
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asked the Minister of Rural Development, Social

Security and Community Empowerment:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of families expected to be
empowered under the Low-Income Family
Empowerment Programme during the
period from 2025 to 2029;

(i) among the said families, the number of
Aswesuma  beneficiary families and
Samurdhi  beneficiary  families  not
receiving Aswesuma benefits, separately;
and

(iii) among the families in the transitional and
vulnerable categories of the Aswesuma
Scheme, the number of families whose
payments have been suspended, separately
for the years 2025 and 2026?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) the number of families registered under the
said programme as at August 01, 2026,
separately by district;

(i) among the said families, the number of
families who have been provided with
livelihood  grants, business capital,
vocational training or employment;

(iii)) the number of families  whose
empowerment process has been completed
against the target set for the year 2025; and

(iv) the current progress towards the target of
directing Aswesuma beneficiary families
into productive economic activities during
the year 2026?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural
Development,  Social ~ Security and  Community
Empowerment)
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(1) The Department of Samurdhi Development
aims to empower 12 lakhs of “Aswesuma”
beneficiary families during the period from
2025 to 2029 as follows:

“Aswesuma”
beneficiary
family
category

Targeted number of families

2025 | 2026

2027

2028

2029 | Total

—_

[poor

[Extremely

families

45,000| 51,210

60,000

60,000

90,000 306,210

[\S)

[Poor

families

75,000(119,490(140,000{140,000

210,000 684,490

3 [Vulnerable/
transitional
families

180,000| 22300

209,300

Total

300,000(200,000{200,000/200,000

300,000(1,200,000

(i) @ObuBiseer eusal (Heug HIOTT  ELPSTMI
QUHL_BIGET  [5lgd@LD D(H B 6BTL_&TeVF
QeFwsTpenm  &GLb. sTeT@ 6, 2025510
9)},635T1q 6V BevenIBailger QUpBIGLILIL L
GO UBISETIL 6THSHEHEVT @O bLIBISST
2 aremioulled eusPiapL L LI (DTETEIT 6T6TLIENS
HWTHT  epedTmr  euBL  HTeY  WHNT @G
UestasrCr 2 miglwirssds ol wpigujib.
O|HTLITSTILD, 202510 9, 605TLq 6V
suspiayl’ L 6dlssr QuTpL B Ogifley Gl L
“ojev6leugiLo” CICLILAE LsGeum)
SIOM&HeNTALD  Bevenigallssr  eupBIsLLL L
GO ukIseTlssT allurid LilssTeu(mLommy:

. - BeVgISailEewerL
L. . @evsSI i’ L X
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1. UTPUTSTT 2_Haild
S oBAL L ib 28,000 17,400
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3. i j
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4. | spewsliL@Bssed
UFS)s6iT
o IoNmidls 1,000 264
&([HSSL_L_LD
5. | o_em Feps
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Cousmevg Bl L Lb
Glorssio 300,000 213,337
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% ([HSSIL_L_LD
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. |piends ssser | 138,785 33,434 8,512.50
F WS L1 (hS 560
uF Bl eir
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(@) eapyssLwsTsTS).

(b)

(ii)

(iif)

During the period from 2025-2029, 12

lakhs of “Aswesuma” beneficiary families
are included within the Empowerment

Programme.

“Samurdhi” beneficiary families who did
not receive the “Aswesuma” benefits are
not included within the Empowerment

Programme.

As per the information received from the

Welfare Benefit Board, the number of

families
suspended -

whose

payments

had been

* 447,045 families had been suspended
in June, 2026 under the classification
of vulnerable families, and

e 378,267 families had been suspended
in April, 2025 under the classification

of transitional families.

(1) As per the information received from the
Welfare Benefit Board,
The number of families registered at the
Welfare Benefit Board - 4,649,122
The number of families selected for

receiving the
2,148,393

“Aswesuma”

benefits -

District-wise figures are as follows:

Ser. No.

District

No. of families

Anuradhapura

85,944

Ampara

91,754

Badulla

144,473

Batticaloa

89,973

Colombo 73,000

Galle 108,301

Gampaha 144,243

oo Q[ o »| | W] D] —

Hambantota 72,334

o

Jaffna 86,087

—
S

Kalutara 101,607

11

Kandy 142,611

Kegalle 108,212

Kilinochchi 22,350

Kurunegala 162,684
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T ted Number of
Ser. No. District No. of families argel:) ¢ families
15 Mannar 13,992 Programme nm::f er who
. received
16 Matale 64,115 families benefits
17 Matara 74.106
. Livelihood Assistance
18 Monaragala 66,977 Programme 28,000 17,400
19 Mullaitivu 20,942 Vocational Training 20.000 4417
20 Nuwara Eliya 125,818 Programme ’ ’
21 Pol i
olonnaruwa 50,404 Microfinance Loan 176,000 116,756
22 Puttalam 73,859 Programme
23 Ratnapura 179.502 Marketing Facilities 1,000 264
- Development Programme
24 Trincomalee 56,478
35 Vavaniya .67 Psychosocial Empowerment 75,000 74,500
Total 2,148,393 Total 300,000 213,337
Procedure for making payments to
“Aswesuma” beneficiaries (iv) The progress achieved as at 31.08.2026
The number of families classified under compared to the target of directing
extremely poor category - 441,132 “Aswesuma” beneficiary families into
. ) productive economic activities under the
The number of families classified under empowerment programme in 2026 is given
B poor category - 881,949 as follows:
(i)
No. of families who Targeted | Number of Financial
Field receive grants/loans as Programme number famllle‘s who | Progress (As
£31.08.2026 of received at 31.08.2026)
at>’.%s. families benefits (Rs.Mn.)
Livelihood grant “Aswesuma” 1.323.081
Welfare Benefit grant T Livelihood
Business Capital - Livelihood 4 Assistance 24,011 5,884 889.91
Grant 35,77 Programme
Microfinance Loans 150,259 Vocational
Vocational Training Grant 39,352 Training 16,964 6,935 211.50
Programme
Total 1,548,466 Microfinance
Loan 138,785 33,434 8,512.50
(iii) Family empowerment is a long-term Programme
procedure covering approximately three Marketing
years. Therefore,. the exact ‘number of gacililties 240 120 11.04
families who received benefits in 2025 and Peve opment
have actually been empowered can only be rogramme
confirmed following an  evaluation Entrepreneurship
conducted after this three-year period. gapa‘“ty 11,000 9,000 12.90
evelopment
Accordingly, details of families selected Programme
among “Assesuma’” beneficiary families for Total 191,000 55,373 9,637.85

the empowerment in 2025 and who
received benefits under various fields ares
given as follows:

(¢)  Does not arise.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print of their speeches should be clearly marked in their copy and
sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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