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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the

House of Parliament)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of

Environment)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Chairman of the
Committee on Public Finance, I present the Report of the
Committee on Public Finance on the Supplementary Sum
under Head 119 of Programme 01 of the Appropriation
Act, No. 23 of 2025 for the services of the financial year
commencing on 01* January, 2026 and ending on 31%
December, 2026, which was referred to the said
Committee.
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asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the measures taken to control the whitefly
affecting coconut cultivations in the
Northern Province;

(i) whether compensation/financial assistance
has been planned for affected coconut
cultivators;

(iii) whether environmental assessments were
conducted on climatic causes of its spread;

(iv) the number of regions which received the
biological control agent Encarsia
guadeloupae; and

(v) the effectiveness of such intervention?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether a national action plan exists to
prevent its spread to other districts;
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)
V)

whether  extension  programmes on
biological control methods and alternative
treatments are being implemented;

whether emergency funding will be
allocated in the next Budget for pest control
necessary for coconut cultivation;

whether research programmes are underway
to develop new control methods; and

the Government initiatives to declare this an
agricultural disaster and establish inter-
ministerial coordination to address it?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna - Minister of
Plantation and Community Infrastructure)
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S| @)dFFemLidb@ Mlalliiuimyr?

(=) B)sirCmev, eyesr?

asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

Will he inform this House whether -

(@)

(b)

@

(i)

(iif)

he is aware that the District Secretary of the
Ampara District has held a land kachcheri
in the Navaladiwattai area of the
Irakkamam Divisional Secretary's Division
in the years 1986, 1989, 1991 and 1997 and
that permits had been issued to 21 farmers
by the Ampara District Secretariat with the
approval of the Commissioner General of
Lands;

he is aware that 21 farmers who have been
engaged in agricultural and highland
cultivation activities for the past 30 years
have been repeatedly obstructed from time
to time by the Divisional Secretary of
Irakkamam, acting on the orders of the
District Secretary, Ampara by instructing
them not to engage in agricultural activities
on those lands;

he is aware that a team including the
Divisional Secretary and officers of the
Survey Department of Sri Lanka had been
appointed by the District Coordinating
Committee, Ampara and sent to that area to
identify and return the lands belonging to
those farmers, and that a group of people
have obstructed the handover of those lands
to the farmers concerned; and

(iv)  whether steps will be taken to return those
lands to the said farmers?
If not, why?
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(o) B)eirGmev, eyesr?

asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that a temporary ferry
service has been deployed until the
construction of the Kinniya, Kurinchakerny
Bridge is completed;

(i) the amount spent on purchasing the
aforesaid ferry;

(iii)  whether the aforesaid ferry which has been
deployed will come into the possession of
the Road Development Authority or the
contracting company, upon completion of
the bridge construction; and

(iv) whether steps will be taken to deploy the
aforesaid ferry for transportation in areas
where unsafe sea transport activities are
carried out in the Trincomalee District?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

and Irrigation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

Q)
(if)
(iif)

(iv)

the names of the areas where banana is
cultivated in Sri Lanka;

the number of farmer families engaged in
banana cultivation;

whether he is aware that banana cultivators
face severe difficulties due to adverse
weather conditions and due to damages
caused by wild animals; and

the measures that are taken to provide
compensation or insurance coverage to
farmers for such damages?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Energy:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the Government has a long-term
plan to generate the electricity required for
the country by utilizing the natural
resources available in Sri Lanka;

(i) if so, the expected percentage of the total
electricity generation to be obtained
separately from each natural resource under
the said plan;

(iii) the expected time that will be taken to
achieve self-sufficiency in electricity
generation;

(iv) the expected timeline for the installation of
rooftop solar panels and ground-mounted
solar panels under the solar energy
generation plan;

(v)  whether the natural ecosystem is affected by
the use of fertile and barren lands for
ground-mounted solar panel projects;

(vi) whether there are obstacles that impede the
prioritization and promotion of rooftop
solar panel installation projects;

(vii) if'so, such obstacles; and

(viii) whether facilities are currently being
provided for solar energy projects
implemented on a concessionary basis?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@01 g0 WO TBRD® Owmn (Dds wyw 85E @OsY
@D g@imxs 8% ACRTB gLImBH)

(oreT Ll SUT FHHMITHVSE - FIHDWPHBIGET LOHMILD
Aallsh aflorer CFenaumser SemFFHID U FobS) HeHLEFS(HLD)
(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Ports and Civil
Aviation and Minister of Energy)

O DOIBNIDROB, OO yad»WO BERSC e®edul.

(@ O oo

Cozned 808 wdDrndm wdss csewrd®
0 ©BRB5T GO0 ad@s 05 BB DEW BB
BBO eewo Sesw BT 88es E» w10
928wy WS Beadmds. Dedwvewsi® 2026
BB yBuBe emd  go¥EmBe
AeaFBs On 8¢® § BB s yBanw
08 BOO yo»d oG ECH YEHNEOB)
B & Died® & @@s50E 850w,
mofednm B00sT wy gemmy WO
SICBECEO 0B8sY Boeww WO ¢ Y&
B0y a5 o EBe DB wduxsf
cBesd8 moesim & iCid® ne a8 »Oun
DO8sY gD,

i) 2029 ©O»em HESHBe OB
g
gwowsiensy B¢8 dmme WO god8n
gBamwesy OO sy »OSIHO.

(iii)

(iv)

)

1840
go00 o (00

wbs dcenBe 29

e deeBBe 09

8¢ 858w 29

ee¥dEmsIw (biomass) 02

©® @8 Daews’ HOB “oym WICIEEE ne &
g 8E8R6 ACHBA YOS BRI OO
G OB e DR 0T eDsIesT.

2026 B¢Bac yBedBwed amd 8¢ dEw
232330 OO 8 3B @A VewsT OE
e3Dwo Bsdoescezs - self-reliance - geo =0
OO0 gedSwr WO  eOIE B
O5IBn® g wosiery  muedum,
2838m, ©8ulm ww 8w @ Swep
OO0 WOFO, @B wOu  gde
w085, ©wi ©NOROE Cowed B¢l
ACW S5y BB »O, & B8O e KB
wew odBu ACHWA wdu el ®O0®
D0 D8RG WO @8 WO WOSnY
@B BID. DY, @0 & wewr BBEOD WS
eensy BB8e® wBwdn By

928 Do B weH DVE OB wY» YSW OB
8w sE wOBBO wewr ewddn wEE®
©® 988wt WOBHS.

e O e 98w On wdWox
AW 5B @8 deamB
MW) a8 (MW)
2027 200 442
2028 150 150
2029 150 300

98w On wd Wo» Ydw VRIS PERZOD
euo, 88 & DwwsaBe wews ©mdds ®nIBY
QRODEO OB 80 admBed ww eBdmny
GOE  IDDOC  e®OiBe CReem
©B00ndm 88wl sdRBO Bedmy EH®
88D addvemen WO, B @
IO OO DEH® a@d® WS OB wewo O
B8Eede wmed »oBxsY »O8 & DisowmaBe
3.8 OB 5.

& D1ed® 08 0® eDEdE On WOBIH
D@BB, ©® mderwes. ¢8 gONm® ©wd
WO Beadmyds, wlw s wdASO wewo
90O ©d® WO DED Eoz0d BE BRC
DRewsY KISH WO, DIB@B® WOWD wewo
85240® @ EBTNOBILN BEIRDE BEw OB
00025 98w BB DEIMIC &B WO & e
A 2EBY BeBw v BB wd®IFTWO. a8
& e O WOYm qd®w WO
Bedmdr. Qn® ¢Btoyd @B, a8 syde
¢Desm B50BBROed Y Oewsy CRACE
DI BRIRw ONBO e®mIedd S5m
DComce @28 mer. 98edd g8 od®
0®sIVewsy OB @D @wd WO



1841 208Ee0xInd 1842

[061 e mSiemBem @wmo]

DOYD WOBID DeediNn D5 &8
00 & 1028 wepnens Beadnds,
floating solar power plants©co. & 88acd
QEEH  gLEDEE WO wms. g8
Boods, 8 e & sEIHd e
WOBIB) OO5Y @B Beso.

(vi) @o.

sdBed @Bmd ©wODeem  ©;e®8
DSedhm 0OG »O8 Hedrer’y. 58 a8
Boos, Bedwewsy battery energy storage
system &= wesIen 20 d¥m OC el
e® aB8End BHedm wbew dEw @OF
peddnems ©ew DD WS 08 sDAD
BOOEO ©® ©® EBE BEO @B WO
05T @08 Bwo.
(Vi) o e B8e® sddBedd Dadmo B®.
o 08 gl A vlVB BoE PO
0B 85 0057 DD  BIEH@
BBe® aespegmo.

o 99 e AC vldB Bw 0w Bed
sddBed 8cd» 0dIFSwemr SO -
voltage variations.

(Vill) ©®®eDd SO D18 DB wewo ABIRD
©¢® - bonded warehouse - 9@edew wdens! ¢
60D A @B a0, DVE O wdmon e
DC O0aBOELT eI Gawe® 8ews s
58 @m0 @e® Qg @D A 0D
CIBDa.

& D10d® 988l a8 DEIeBIeCITD DD,
Seodsewrsy ©® anEdd DunE O Aedm
w8 s eewo battery system dms wezyoo
e¢Im. O9em0 & qud BBeO® Blwm ¢
w0 CH Eo® B B O
OmYem0 06 0Swed @DLEeWsY BIOYD
DO,

(a0) @cog o>.

@G (eedexs) 8F®5¢sT 8mE0® wmo
(oreryfl@ (sweuggluir) LSWLBTSHET F&dwedBIgsLD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)

Qaxerrey  ewwdsi  euisGer, allfleuresr  LLlewev
QUYPBISIWEDLDEHE BTl
1B BIgs6iT QULpBISL L1gledlsD OEL MG E L

ergliurigHlerm Qwrdss o pusduilsy 29 sFgafssams @flw
FahFuilledmhg CumusH@ 2 5C5A55 @)BHLUSTES. BV
aflwid! @LQures sthisepeLw LNFGssmsaflsd jqdbsig
WeiTGleul’ B @)L bEUMIFSTNGI. WEBERSEG DlaildbsliuLTs
Bleweoullsv @ prewends@ 20 - 25 sLeweu  lleTCleul H
GLCundearng. ahsarGa wmewrifg solar panelsgors
Qur@msd  @Bluusuiserdgm L, @bs leTGleul HHearTev
LTS GESLILRHBSTDTTHET. D BTeUGI, HeuDMIT cLpsoLDTedT Ll6dT
2 HusF UTHEGSLILGSSTDGI. WSTEFTTD @)sVeweVEWIsTMT6V,
grid  GeusweGeiiwrg eTeTUE 2 BISEHSGHS GCBflub.
®@)g51Qeurp urflu Nydfenerwrs @) mEdSleaTmgl. @)sueurm

Iy sasy  BerQeul B @)L bEuneusTy, T o mHLdH
urgsasiiubeug LTSS TWVVTOE,  af Hs%erT,
BT HEHETHBIGST,  SeswTi  BlmieussThigHerlsy

O TFTBIS
ureiléas
U@ESTD ST 2 LIGTeRTHRIGEHLD LIIYSMLUSTHD Tn 1)I&l60T
@) sueurmy
I4S5oly WeTeul (H @)L EUNINSD&HS SHTTENTLD 6T65T60 ?

DITT&HET.  6THBIGEHML W UL &G  LOTHTeNTHH 60
I|BmT eTeuauaTey FHATD 2 BiseTTe) FTGFLIW piqud?
sTeord Bl SlesTGmedr.

O 370 WO EIBECH w0

(oressTfl@ ST HHEWTTSVEHS)

(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)

@ OER®1 @1ned @m0 D1cod yEHWS. derdvews®
a@ed distribution linesde, & ©ed® wdodsen ©dLBOE
Beadm «® «® 80 BZE Bw »O8 ©wd®Hd yedrde
DEBB IBs 0500 BO - B8O 0 Sed® - BgBe Dwsid
O5¥ery. Y @8 & wew ¢ OB BEedes wme mIE
Bedm. god wdedse vddBwH, d Dred® ede v8ed®
s8dRBwe - HE sddBwe - upgrade me0 sed, BeBw
8183800 QEeITODWIDS PVE DD yOOE O &
e aedd) B¢l wivy®@W CP 200 »OB a8 cFeow
»OTesy. Omemd, ©8 BT wecwsd »er eod god
distribution network ®ez=f=f, transition network Se=lz
QEIFOW®PDD QVE B3P0 vedetd ¢sd DBYS cveBg
8002500 1B O8I, & Dred® enhancements BSe®zy &
DI FOBO g 005D yOOsT.

a0 BB BeusId O ¢dEdEE DuE On @B gbw
5 0B8 Bwocmre O SBe ymy 8RB0 emes
DO . O RS Sewsd ©8ewndBm@8sI0n
2008w B8R DD, & Dred® BeEAE @DRBmID w8yl OB
enmB B8O Ao NSO om sifens’, S¢EAC el
2PEB® 80O »SBO VPBTO DD B Do,
sy @8 & DD wernenm Bedsieny; s08m ©OQ
HEHNEHD Bedsies’y. 0 »mEHS Ped BE€nedls wewsy
»E hed, 880l a8 DERIemetiTn D5 08 wdeydses
8RB, & D1ed® edg vBe® sdBwex - distribution
line ®=f - upgrade me0 oo ©® GEOEDO «@d
D Hmwm DO CeRB Béo.

@0 (000ex3) 8FO5¢sT wBE0® Bwmo

(oresrfl@ (weusBii) USLBTSHET FoglwedBisiD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)
BeTMl, Oserrey GewwdFi  euisGer!  eTedTERIEHL W

@) renr_mreugy Cuevglsds Castallenwds Gasl slsTGmedr.

etng UrGassmsafled et @ewewiliydh@ —aflevresnrii
Ugseuisst Hsn@flw usTsmsd Gaaisslw LIn@ <m
WTSBIGHET - @@ UHLLD 6UMT HTHH(HdHEBeuarig i Blensy
B msHermgl. @)F Foubswrs wahsear Ceylon Electricity
Board@)sv GasL ey, ileir @)ewentiiydsrer auwir, LleTiomest]
Guretty o _usrewrBisaflsr LuHDTEGmD Wasayh GCurFwrs
B BLiLGTeL LBlesT
B BLILSTHF
OeuiHGer, e @)eneRTLILGSHTT LTSS ClFaSdw

@)emewTlienL  QUPHIG  (LPLgWITLOED

QFTeLHTD T 6. (OE Y] SIEDLDFFT
Ulsstesri, @eueurmy WTHH  HMEHHD, QUBHL S  HITHEBI6D
HTHE (HEBGTD L05B5EhD @) [6BISET 6)LPHIGS TN Ligled 6TedT6sr?
sTeords Gl HedTEme6dr.



1843 2026 e85 ®a8 23 1844

O 370 WO EIBED Ovmo

(oTenTLll@ ST & HETT V)

(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)

OO OIEnOB, VI® @E8sy WO GEOED PO
e00en ©ROEDE. wBowiBmews 0® wOABTVHO el
OO G OB O St VW Ded WICWLH §i¢ Sw
@n . BO BBsw Vel 88 e®@m HEr OB ¢ wn
BOm». @ed procurement system Oz, 38 o B3O FHwodBw
O Psen BwdEer el OB Hwt®Om Oy
s0BsYes]. @8 o® Omemd wiiEe wmE I
Beadmdr, 0® 82 0Be® HwdEws JWseOm WO
edBe dacwsy I adas 82 oB3® BB wewr ®»OEn
BDOBI®. Im, O OGS,

S nOs OB, 83 e om0, gog medm
BE8s 8D aud 000 Bedmdr. & wewo cadre
approval &m @dewm), gog dcdr B3O BBOO @8 @
D3YEmO HOYD HSSBsY i,

©01 DOBENEDROB, o DEledhmn 0 OEO e®rd.
Beodsewrs’ e®® 6O o 8O wew gdas O Dwl
e e DI COWiwm B8 O Be® yicwsy
DeWD OBO wewo V8 BB wewsl mey Ded ©®
Procurement Guidelinesdoc B8Bs® B3wm odmew @B
WO, »BFOW BOWLOHD WO, HEHOs 88 ©Re
WO, g8 wOIBTA0 WOBET b &8® wew mOYR WO
B C1EO 28 Sg» afdided 9 HwOm mOmo.

BEo e BJOBsY edug wewr §Jed waedn
oamme BBO: dno
LOTSTEOT FEMLI DL L GBl6D )5 60T MBI 61 dsds 68T
WPSHB DT &Temeuenitd %enTshd (hHHev: ailLirid

CALCULATION OF STAMP DUTY FOR PROPERTY AT
PROVINCIAL COUNCIL LEVEL: DETAILS

2271/2026
9. o6 uBE GKsste Bwmo
(omevorLil@ Fredfled rregLIgas)
(The Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha)
Goess  @BwaE®, ©EI  @wy @Y B8EIE SHED

3@ ensy &y ydme - (1):
(a) () §deo ety ommw BZO ©wOITVewsY
ses @y ©O0e® DOR® OB GBBB
»oede;

(i) ©® ooty veme BABe® O O odug
005 OO nWews; WOB) CABIETIE;

(i) ©®® wodn owmmw BIO we edsog
pedd; BBe®2 9t®DE BH3 emnmn BB
SICBECEO 01 CIBTesIE;

(iv) ©ded ooidn wewpn odug meds; H3e®
DOYD OITVewWsT BeeamO@Es BEPSsY
ve ©wwo OD00® wHHOE ewded
Bmd 83s3exie;

@I @ @O wwdd ¢ esie?

(a0) 1) & cCmed 9d® v edug nEeEd® wewo

DCBCED YLORWLBY 65 Godm) WO,
(i) odog nFedo® B8 ©88 8¢ O DO &

30 gwde @n §d¢d vy veI wIDED
Cledm 0O mwYc; BBO wewor Bwod@m

WS @B OB BEedg mdebc;
w5IoYS O 0O 8D ¢BIOBIenIE?
(a0 ovndednd, s @sie?

Qurgl BlHours, WTSHTERT FewLSST LHMID 2 6iTeeHyTL o
IemwsFenrd Cs L aflerr:

(@ @)

PSSO TS SremeueniLl HTHH (Heusbmh @

WTHTeRT Femu L L GFlevisiar Glummylimet

BIMIQUSTHIGHET WITEN6M 6T6HTLISHSU|LD;

(i) Gupuig Fremeusmi HeThH (HILLGLITF),
euGsuri Yserupd Fellsseiwirs wWHITH

QFIUILBILOT 6THTLIEHS LD,

(i) Gupuig Fremeusm i HTEE (oSN T
), BEVTBIFHEW 6T ILEANIE(C)] QFiybGurgy,
STElBeTs  ewbHGIeTer S L L BIGEHLD

H(HSBMH & TeTarLILI(H ST DETeUT 6TEHTLIEDSW|LD;
(iv)  ps5Plewrs Fiewaudssrs oHaThismer LHLILTH
QFiud  pLeugsHwEsailed  FHUBHUSDGHS
SMEDOWOL W 2 SHCWITHESTHET LD TEwT
FewLl L L SFlevrest Blmisustimiseafley CFemeuuiled
FHUL_(HETETesTT T 6T63TLISNS IUJLD;

e @)dFFewusE@ Mlaliimrr?
(=) () Qevnimsullev sramllEemaryb EaThIG6T|LD
wHNfH CFilugsH@& BlHTrwetldEsli L
QL EEAT  OMID  BIMICUSTHISET
6TEITLIENS U |LD;

wimremeu

(i) oypeor waNfEH 2 Mu Wsopullsd @)L LM
QUMSILD, HBDEHHLOW Hmafl L Geuerig wi
WPSBlewrd  FTewe  IDTHTEMT  Fe» LIk EHdb S
HewL sl Quneussu)d 2 NiBl6FilusHETS
BwL(pswnLILRSSLLL Hstar CeuswevsE L b
WITG] 6TETLIENSIL|LD;

Sjeui @)dFewus@ Mlaliirrr?
(@) @erCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -
(1) the institutions responsible at the provincial
council level for the calculation of Stamp
Duty;
(i) whether each property is separately
assessed in calculating the said duty;

(iii)  whether buildings situated on lands are also
taken into account when assessing property
for the calculation of this duty; and

(iv) whether qualified officers are employed in
institutions at the provincial council level
regarding property assessment for Stamp
Duty purposes?

(b)  Will he also inform this House the -

(1) persons and institutions authorized for the
valuation of land and property in Sri Lanka;
and

(i) mechanism that has been established to
ensure that property valuation is carried out
properly and that the Stamp Duty due
accordingly is received by the provincial
councils?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that the road to
Kurikadduwan via Valukkaiaru, Araly,
Velanai and Pungudutivu in Velanai
Divisional Secretary's Division in the Jaffna
District is the main transport route in that
area;

(ii)  if so, the total length of the said road;

(i) the date on which the said road was last
renovated;

(iv) the amount of funds spent on the said
renovation;

(v) the name of the authority that allocated
funds for the renovations;

(vi) the reasons for not renovating the said road
for a long time;

(vii) the difficulties faced by the people of these
areas due to the delay in commencing the
renovation work; and

(viii) the date on which the renovation work of
the said road 1is scheduled to be
commenced?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(M)

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

monthly requirement of rice in Sri Lanka,
classified separately by variety;

breakdown of the monthly rice requirement
according to the consumption sectors, and
the variety and quantity of rice required for
each such sector, separately;

varieties of rice produced in Sri Lanka; and

annual production of each such variety of
rice, separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House the -

)

(ii)

(iif)

varieties and quantities of paddy purchased
by the Paddy Marketing Board during the
2025 Yala Season and the expenditure
incurred thereon, separately;

number and locations of the paddy
purchasing centres currently operated by the
Board, and the quantity of paddy purchased
by each such centre during the 2025 Yala
Season, separately; and

number and locations of active and inactive
paddy stores belonging to the Board,
separately?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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ENCROACHMENT AND CULTIVATION OF PASTURELANDS IN
BATTICALOA DISTRICT

O BB e5T CresyyTBOBT Gres@rmTm® Swvmo
(oresstll@ Fremtdhalwest TTeLSSresT @)rTFLomentldasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

O ®OBNGWDROB, O GRS ©® DD
©wed 95l Bwo OO @® 0 ydmnwd BEnds
DCeBED 0D, 0® ROED 90 ¢y PBFOEHO
#BCE Bedm Bwd ©e8 D1 cormOBR gn ydvren
BR300 BWE® O@BH@O 98w mowerd. & Ded®
Sod cdod 0 9lBux me €ds Bewde 27(2) wded
gadmw reject mSE By emd, ©O Bedr mO@n #HOB® &
yBHBO & 0dmnemds B8Enc; ®wuwE BAyen Bweco.
OB, ©® guy M yEm»OEO BEnJ dedn m»Own
2@sn@ed 88ned Ageed mw Bum O wewsy
DOBID DB,

O ®OBNEDROB, Bds Bewdwn 27(2) wdent @
988u mo» yadm®w 0®wl.

Hon. Speaker, Mayilaththamadu-Mathavanai
traditional pasturelands in the Kiran and Chenkalady
Divisional Secretaries' Divisions have been used by
Batticaloa livestock farmers for centuries. Despite
protests, litigation and repeated Government assurances,
encroachment, cultivation and destruction continue.
Similar concerns affect pasturelands in the Porativu Pattu
and Paddipalai DS Divisions, while farmers also face
restrictions accessing the Divulana Reserve.
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srpliysSlesr@mesr. I, therefore, ask the following Question from the
Government:

1. What is the exact extent and legal status of the
traditional pasture lands in Mayilaththamadu-
Mathavanai, Porativu Pattu and Paddipalai? How
much of extent remains available for grazing and how
much of extent has been occupied, cultivated or
allocated for other purposes?
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The President directed that 1,570 acres be made
available to Mayilaththamadu-Mathavanai livestock
farmers. Why has that directive not been fully
implemented? Who is responsible for the delay, and
on what exact date will it be implemented?
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. Who authorized cultivation or occupation of these

pasturelands? Will the Government table the names
of the present occupants, the extent occupied and
permits or other legal authority relied upon?
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. When an agriculture committee or other competent

government body directs farmers to take cattle to the
Divulana Reserve, but the Department of Forest
Conservation refuses access, what are farmers
expected to do? Which authority has the final
decision, and will the Government issue binding
instructions permitting access?
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How much of extent of pastureland in Kiran,
Chenkalady, Porativu Pattu and Paddipalai has been
claimed or restricted by the Mahaweli Authority, the
Department of Forest Conservation, the Department
of Wildlife Conservation or other State institutions,
and on what legal basis?
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Farmers allege that outsiders cultivating pasturelands
receive political or financial support. Will the
Government investigate who is financing, facilitating
or protecting them, including any involvement of
politicians, Buddhist monks or State officials?
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What action has been taken regarding unlawful
occupation, burning of cultivated lands and the killing
or injury of cattle? How many arrests, prosecutions
and removals have occurred?
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8. Will the Government provide a definite deadline to
remove unlawful occupiers, restore affected lands
and permanently demarcate and gazette sufficient
pasturelands for Batticaloa livestock farmers?
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ISSUES FACED BY FISHERMEN IN EASTERN

PROVINCE: STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF
FISHERIES, AQUATIC AND OCEAN RESOURCES
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Next, the Hon. Hector Appuhamy. You have 12
minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Hector Appuhamy, your time is up now.
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Anura Karunathilaka. You have 13
minutes and the Floor is yours.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition. You have been
allotted five minutes and the Floor is yours.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sunil Biyanwila. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan. You have
eight minutes.

[0, 12.12]

@0 I GeTwsy Owmo

(wrerflg ehrarepds uf Cpes)

(The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan)

Qaxergey  Ulrdld  surprwsi  euisGer,
TOMILSCwr® Csriyen_w @)srewmw alleuTsshSleL HevbI
Q& msiteusw s uill_ B Brest HpFFuienL_&esTEmest.

afleusmruw

auer Falwrsll urisAermGurg) - B suerid, Blev suerid,
sTeBlemey  QUTHSSLILTEH  eTedTLuHDIT  Sig LiLienL_uled
urisHlesTmCuTg) - @)hs BTH efleusFris QUITHETTSTTSS5IS% S
MEDI
alleugrwgglerepsvd sTHhmiwdlemw & M5sH1 @)D EGLwSlenwds
S OUUBSSHIBSTDCUTHISTET — LUDPDTHGHHDEDUW V6V
siTRal W CsTenEmwS HailidhgsHCsTeTeuSHEH euTIiL
@ maHlermg). 202580 oy evTig 6T
urisHlesTmGurg, @né@wdd Cevallsrn 21.5 Nsvedlwssr
9Qwfés CLrewrrs @)maslarm HCsBeusmer, eHMILLS
cpeold  HewL s  eumeumis  17.25  Mevedlwer G wéas
QLrevrTs @)méHleTngl. @)bs Grewr® CFrenssenerb
UUIC R0 urigsre, 21.5 Msvellwer 6wifss ClLTerTesd
srenTliL@SsTD @mé@GwHdF GCFsvaiarssledlhhg eTDHmILS
cpersds Sl gs 17.25 Movellwer 96 wifléEs GQLrevenyd
SIS SHT6V, 4.25 Lfl6vedwisdT QLmevi
UDDTEGODWTS &) (hESSTDGI. B)FI WewD HewflwLTesT (1
aflemeraurs @) HdbElSTDS).

QUT(HSS PO L WSTH STeTLILHHSTDG).

yereflaflLirgeng L

96 wifse%

prsisear  UlallpsSwenLbs  BrHBwer  THSSHIL
UTTSSTeV, OBIG JHMILG UHLOTETLD HBlBTSE @) HESeTD

9C5Couswer @MEHGLIF GFvaiard GGmmeuTdhd STl

u@dlermgl.  aOmiwgl  sumwTaTemsall @M ELUElF
Qrevallerd  yBlafggs  srewriiu®Beug  Llallhds
O|EDL_[bl6u (HLD BT (H&Herlesr G gieuTest @ wevLrss

B hasHSTDE. HLbb YTHBEHL6T  ULHSsTmCLTGI,
uUPOTHEGHMD sTeTHltTn SHierHlallpd CHTens GHdDHS HH
HlTmgl. Briuser allewyeurs erCGarmmsnL_w CouswTHLTss
B wHsTew, ehmiwd  ellusFTw 2 _pHusslsefler  HeTemeu
LTESTOEVETIOED, HUDDIT SHTHenBUD HB%Td5HCeuesTiq
OIUEZL TR

@B @) rent® el wrissT @) HohSISTNT. QTmI jeTeneu
9FsfNssev - quantity increasing. @)ressrLmeugy, quality
increasing - gréens I Fsfs5600. eremar Y Ssif5STVID
2 _HudglL i L_gseiT STLODHDENEUIITSH @) (H&@GLWTSH
B BB, GeusllBr_(Hd Fhewgpuiled sTiog GlLIT(HL g6 @
[OGEISTR STAUS, BIribLIEneV
Gaxerall  @ewphgialBb. eTar@eu, 6T

106 GHEODEUTS
S =LY
2 puggl  Qurilseflesr srsems I FlaifssGausmrigw
slLrw  sLOUTh @)BSETDGI. Jeuurn  HTHMS
9B &ENSSTOSTET 6708 CUTHLBEhdHHETeT CsHerall 2 Vs
FHenG UL Y FBOTEHI &BTesTLILI(BILD.

eTBIGEReL W uTrufw  ghmiwgl  QurmLserrs
Caullewev, @i, CHmIGL QUTEHL S6T &TewriiLBslsTment.
9CsCouswer, HAmy eHmULH  LUTEHET eTETM  BHTHISHET



1889 208Ee0xInd 1890

[061 o g T BosTwsS @wmo]

QeTevdlettn eurFewesrs FlralwkiseEph  SrenTiiLbdleTmesr.
2 _FTIeNTSSIdE, 6J6VID, SMIUT, ST, LleTE, FTHEsTiil
waswaipemms GPILdlLeurd. @)Bs 2 MHusSSI GClumrmL
sefledr jaTeeuu|id $THeMSBUID BTHIG6T HBlsfldbsleTnELT),
6Tgl  TOMIF  eumHuTedW  YBlENSHE  Cameraugsmn @
eumiiiLy 3)HéEeTmG).

Srrdlw L gHev 70
wi L gl 30 sgafswrer wohseEHd uAlILGTHS Fnnliu®

FHNTHOTET  WHBEHLD  HHT

HeTmgl. Briuser Srmolwls  QUITHTTSTISMmS  HeVeVG]
Arrblw elleusmrws QUTHTTSTTISmSE HL 19w pLiLjeugesT
ApebSTST  THmILFlOW  FlHMS5S!,
2 WiISSHHEdm 1QWSTS @)HHGD. eTarGeu, oarpsd, Gmsiy,
efswrallrmiseerd saillisgl, 2 Husbslenw HBlafliugnarer

QUITHOTTSTT &M

QrwmhuThHener IBITTBIS 61T (peTO ST (H &S5 Gouelr(HLb.
9Cx5Causwer, sTgl BTr®H SHFTTLL CUITHOTTSTTSEIHGH6T -
SHWETTYL  QUTHTTSTISSHIEGHST -  UTSHdmIgl
GhBlemsvenws 2 (HeuTdhs CeuswT(RD. BTBIGET DML
BrHSeMsL sBSulHsSlarm GurmerTsTy Blewsvsnioullsvgresr
BT STeVwrs @) hHhsI0sTa(H @) HbHaTCDIrid. @)evniend
&S5BS L HatmCurgl, Fwrallsd erogl  BHTL 1g 60T
Qumrerrary Blewey FTHHWTET  Bleweoullsd @) (HHHSHTHD
FpUUBSTDG. BTeugl, sTwgl BrH CLTHOTTSTTSH60
whuTeS@ HS5SSTS @) (BhSSTHE 6FTeLeVLILIBFSTDS.

bplwisst  QeuellGuplwgesr  LNeireort, B — BHTL Lg6dT
QUITHTTHTISHMS  [BTBISST  6THEHETeYSGHS  HL 1g6lwpriL]
@) &HTCmrid 6T6T D Gasirallenws  poeww  BTGW
Ca_5CBsuairiy @) HbHeTDSI.

@ esreursd, wHaTHD, LNrGsFaurTsd SHTrewrors @)bs
BTL_1q.60
el msHemw Curadlw QFwpur@hsenerai, Gumrymi L (b,
Herigd g rivenLullevrer QFwmhHLTBHsCer @)BiIG Y SHWTHS
@ ppser.  @Qbs  Brigsd  @)mEEleTn  SisslUL TS
Urddflemesrds @i Siemeud srentusns all(hdg, FOUbBSLILL L
205GSHSGLI UV SLI
LrGuirdlsHACmmrib. SsTeugl, 2 HUSHSHETHEI LWeTUBGS
ofley  Fglwmrer
vweTu®SF @) mESSTEDTD.  @)bs
Briiger  Qur@germgrrd  efleuFrws  GQUT@HeTTSTILOTS
B)(hbB TV 6T6tTEN, WHGESTINL QT HTTSTTLOTS @) ([HHSDT6V
6TEOTSUT, HDHMIVTHEHIEWD FTHG OCUTHETTSTILONS (3)(HbSHT6D
6TedTewT, HTL_Ig60 LewyGuirigiGumit &) mdbdlesrm Cafw @)esris

uVGaumiul L. Uydflenesrassit  SrewriiLil L evt.

SrifeTeny I|L_&d

Geouevvrig LV enS IBITTaIS 61T

QrwmHuTL(hd @l

Lvlréflemesremwg — SisHearmBurgigrest  @)hs  BTL(HdbE
B LTemigser WHeayd @evGaurs eubgl (PoHeSHEHemend
QF 1w 19 W sTeaar@6,
&1 19w lieus D &F

Blewevenasemar s7mHL(bHdSSeusisrigw CHemeu @) HdbHlSTDS).

Bleweemi 2 (HeuT@Lb. BTL_1q 65T

QUITHATTSTT M5 FITHSHLDTEVT

@srempw  aflurss  SwVLYsEG IJUUTHUL L. Q@6
all_wgensd GFmsvs CoussarHid. Crpewmuw Fleord o ullidgs
oy BTEGI0 pglosing Sy
Hew LGB (HSHTDSI.

Q& rLirumer

“sTiIB6UEHT (&) (HHd IjbewL CpreuBsenr” starm SLOLl6L & (H
uGwryl @mESleaTmgl. o avemwullsy o ullisgs epruilm
ST GSH60
SO Oul B Cunelsrereriiu’ B &) hobSleTmd). jeuiser

6TEOTLIGI,  (PEHBWDTET  L6iTemlBer eV TS

‘aflvgisenTs’  oLeVg  allvevisenTs @) HHS (KBTI SH6T.

Ohs alVVTHET VLG  aNVVBIGLITETOUTHET &) bhbHd
BTEHGHSMVF  QFiluger o 185 I  @VTLSMS
D L_[bF) (H&ES DT s6i.

snCurg urisSearmCurg, 24 HCss BUTHETLES
QaT@R&SsLUL L. bs aupHEly, eur @mbg eill L ri.
gg 23 CGuflsv 9 Gui al@sewe Qewwiiur, 14 Gui
@OmeureflsenTads srenriiLL_ DsTenTidsT. @)bhd euLpddled
eupmisliLl L Firiuresrgl, 2,076 #rermti@urmL_ssir wHmitd
22,270  @omseFT (HoH6T Qrey

aflFrrenenr BLSSULL (B upBISLILL L $THF CFTVVLILI(

QgriLilsv L&6UTS
Hermg). eterGeu, Wdsa b o eireflliLmrg S rmiibg Sty
QUPBIGLILIL (H6TeTg). L ss L 268
auflur_(hs BH6V5S60 LB6GsTEmEL

B whgriser; 568 Guir L@STWEPHNI @) BHSTTHET. LTS5
ul L weeseT Fd Sl dsHTs Bleweoulled BewIL Hrevmds
6J 15135145 0135 TevvT(B) B)BHS T 6. &L HS HT6VBIH 66D
IDEHHEHSHTET HF LHIGSIULB @) Bhhss. @UCUTE
RUETeYSHG bs ol wsHsled GnHmeuraflssr senrBLiligdhsl
Ul ® @)HSS DT

S Liureilssi
(AEZITINRIG)

®0 Berdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan, your time is up.
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Just one more minute, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Kitnan Selvaraj. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of this House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, today I rise in this august
House with great pleasure and pride to extend my
warmest congratulations and best wishes to the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia and its people on the occasion of the 96
Saudi National Day. On behalf of the people of Sri
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Lanka, 1 convey our sincere greetings to His Majesty
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques and to His Royal Highness Prince
Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Crown
Prince and Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.

Sri Lanka and Saudi Arabia share a long and valued
relationship built on friendship, mutual respect,
cooperation and strong people-to-people ties. Saudi
Arabia has been a true development partner of Sri Lanka.
Through the Saudi Fund for Development, the Kingdom
has supported our country in many important areas,
including roads, bridges, healthcare facilities, education,
water supply and higher education. From major
infrastructure projects to support hospitals, universities
and medical education, contribution of Saudi Arabia can
be seen in many parts of our country.

Madam, I want to emphasize one important point
today. That is, these projects are more than concrete, steel
and infrastructure; they are symbols of friendship. A road
connects our communities; a bridge connects our people;
a hospital gives hope to our citizens and a university gives
opportunity to our younger generation. Therefore, every
road, every bridge, every hospital and every educational
institution supported through the friendship of Saudi
Arabia represents something much greater. It represents
the strong bond between the people of Saudi Arabia and
the people of Sri Lanka.

Madam, at a time when Sri Lanka is working to
strengthen her economy and create new opportunities for
our people, we highly value the continued friendship and
cooperation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. I believe
there is tremendous potential to further strengthen our
partnership in education, healthcare, investment, tourism,
renewable energy, technology, agriculture and human
resource development. We sincerely appreciate the
generosity, friendship and development partnership
extended by the Government and the people of Saudi
Arabia over many decades.

On this important occasion, I wish the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia continued peace, stability, prosperity and
success. May Allah Almighty bless His Majesty King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques and His Royal Highness Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and the
people of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia! May the
friendship between Sri Lanka and Saudi Arabia continue
to grow stronger and may it benefit the generations to
come!
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20Qecc 988us me morey BPwswzx’. Today, they had a
conference with the media, which was a reflection on the
seventh tranche to Sri Lanka. There, they were very
diplomatically saying that the Government has to do
many things. My Colleagues and I at the Committee on
Public Finance have always been fighting for a national
economic result rather than a colourized one. There are
certain institutions handling these affairs. The
Government does its job and the Central Bank has got to
do their job. But, we have been reflecting on the Central
Bank's approach to achieve its core objectives. One is,
reducing unemployment, which has not happened. You
must have seen the IMF report stating, taking into
consideration the age factor of the youth, that the highest
youth unemployment rate in the world is in Sri Lanka,
which is at 43 per cent.
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Sir, just give me two more minutes.

Therefore, unemployment among them needs to be
addressed.

Then, with regard to the control of inflation, out of ten
quarters, eight have missed the mark. Also, with regard to
stabilization of the business cycle, the businessmen will
tell you how stabilized it is. I am happy that my

Colleague, the Minister of Labour and Deputy Minister
of Finance and Planning, is coming in. I am sure he
would like to hear these things because his mouth is
gagged when it comes to speaking about certain areas.
So, we have to get him to speak his mind so that he
would reflect certain ideas. He tells one thing to the
media and has to live with the other things that are there.

Then, if we take the fiscal policy of Sri Lanka, -
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Under the fiscal policy, contraction is the approach
the Central Bank is taking as an anti-inflationary
approach. But, that is not so because it is not a demand-
driven inflation that we have in this country, but an
imported inflation. So, there is no point in contracting the
economy by taking the money supply out, when it is an
imported inflation that we have, and there is no remedial
action taken on that.

Then, again, if we go back to the fiscal policy on
taxation and Government spending, taxation has been
maximized and Government’s spending has been
minimized. So, you have a primary surplus, but there is
no growth factor. Why I am saying this is because you
have to have a strong economy. With the IMF Agreement
coming to an end, how are we going to increase our
foreign reserves?
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I am asking about the foreign reserves. We have to
reach a target of US Dollars 9.2 billion in foreign
reserves, which was corrected to US Dollars 8.8 billion.
We have US Dollars 6.9 billion of reserves today. Are
you getting US Dollars 400 million? No. Now, I
appreciate the Governor of the Central Bank. He may
have tripped over his own feet and is now saying that
there must be an organic growth in the reserves. So, on
that basis, what was basically mentioned by the IMF at
the media conference was that the Government must
reconsider moving forward and not -
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Hon. Presiding Member, 1 would like to mention that
Maitreyi Ramakrishnan, a beloved daughter from Canada
had publicly claimed that she was born in Tamil Eelam.
And, her Netflix film has received poor ratings due to
some racist comments made on social media. Now, that
has become a very popular topic on social media. That
small kid's mother and father came from Jaffna and
during wartime, had migrated to Canada. She has acted in
a film on Netflix and now, she is a very popular character
as well as a popular actress in Canada. We, as Sri
Lankans and as Eelam people, must be very proud of that
achievement. But, unfortunately, I saw that a very few of
my Sinhalese racist friends have been commenting and
giving bad comments on social media about her film on
Netflix, getting her ratings to go down. So, I would like
to ask our Sinhalese friends to stop making that kind of
racist comments.

If you take the Tamil version of the National Anthem
of Sri Lanka, it states, "mp AGrmwenfl srGw!". In the

1700s and the 1800s, Sri Lanka was called "Eelam" in
Tamil. Later on, it was called “Ceylon” and then, it had
been changed to “Sri Lanka”. Even in my first speech in
this august Assembly, I mentioned that I am from Tamil
Eelam. Then, I was taken to the CID and enquired. I
showed them that the word "Eelam" is also in our
National Anthem and that, therefore, I said that I am from
Tamil Eelam. Then, they stopped conducting the
investigation. Recently, making my remarks on the
Pohottuwa stage, 1 said, “I will not ask for Tamil Eelam."
But, that is something totally different. If you take the
Tamil Eelam concept, we were born in Eelam, but
unfortunately, we fought for a Tamil Eelam and lost
because of the actions of Ranil Wickremesinghe. He
agreed a couple of days back that he was the one who
divided the LTTE into two.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Thank you, Hon. Presiding Member. The Hon.
Ilankumaran spoke for about one minute. So, let me speak
for one more minute. I do not think he can understand.
So, he is wearing the headset. Anyway, it is not a
problem. Unfortunately, -
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Yes. Sir, you also have taken another 16 seconds. So, I
guess [ will take another minute extra.

Unfortunately, these people do not understand the
languages; they do not understand the concept. They
might be wearing headsets because they do not
understand what we are saying. Probably, you can

understand what I am asking for. We are asking the
Sinhala community to stop making those kinds of racist
comments, bringing down Netflix ratings. That is what I
am asking for. Our poor people from the Northern
Province have elected some

[B@resmed ¢ s588 9O o E.]
[y &BrFsord s 1L_eweriiLilg yEmmLILIL (BeTend).]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

from the Northern Province, who do not understand
anything I say in Sinhala or English. I am so sorry for
that.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. K.D. Lalkantha.]
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Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 6 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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(The Hon. Upali Samarasingha - Deputy Minister of Co-

operative Development)
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.00 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 24th September, 2026.
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The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Minister of Justice
and National Integration, has requested for one week’s
time to reply to Question No. 01 - 2329/2026 - raised by
the Hon. Ajith P. Perera, appearing in today's Order
Paper.
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iii)

separately, the number of traditional
medical practitioners and the registered
graduate Ayurvedic medical practitioners in
Sri Lanka at present;

separately, the expenditure borne by the
Government to train a graduate Ayurvedic
medical practitioner and a traditional
medical practitioner; and

the contribution made by the said two
categories of medical practitioners to the
medical field of Sri Lanka?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

)

(ii)

the reasons for the lower representation
afforded to traditional medical practitioners
in the decision-making process of the
Ayurvedic medical sector; and

whether steps will be taken to change the
existing methodology of representation?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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(i) The number of traditional medical
practitioners is 17,534.
The number of registered graduate
Ayurvedic medical practitioners is 4,711.

(i) Graduate Ayurvedic Medical
Practitioners

The Government incurs a considerable
annual financial cost per student to provide
the Bachelor of Ayurvedic Medicine and
Surgery - BAMS - degree through
Government universities, such as the
Faculty of Indigenous Medicine of the
University of  Colombo, Gampaha
Wickramarachchi University of Indigenous
Medicine, the Unit of Siddha Medicine of
the University of Jaffna and the Faculty of
Siddha Medicine of the Eastern University,
and such expenditure includes the salaries
of academic staff, infrastructure facilities
and hospital-based clinical training costs as
well. The cost incurred for the internship
training of 400 medical graduates recruited
in the year 2025/2026 was Rs. 848,824.00.

Traditional Medical Practitioners

Since traditional medical practitioners
acquire their knowledge and skills through
hereditary transmission, the “teacher-
student system” or private training, the
Government generally does not incur any
direct financial expenditure on their
trainings. However, certain administrative
costs are incurred by institutions such as the
Ayurvedic Medical Council and the
Department of Ayurveda in relation to their
registrations, evaluations and professional
development programmes.

(b)

©

(iif)

@

(i)

2000
No. of trained
Year Medical Cost
Practitioners
2023 384 Rs. 861,402.07
2024 426 Rs. 1,172,845.00
2025 351 Rs. 2,218,843.84
2026 111 Rs. 366,920.00
Graduate Ayurvedic Medical
Practitioners

Provide comprehensive health services
based on scientific and academic
foundation, integrating modern medical
methodologies within government
Ayurvedic hospitals, centres and in the field
of researches.

Traditional Medical Practitioners

By providing accessible services to rural
and grassroots level communities, they
contribute to the preservation of the
indigenous medical heritage and the
strengthening of the healthcare system in
the country by safeguarding traditional
hereditary treatments and specialized
practices unique to Sri Lanka, including
traditional treatments for snakebites, eye
diseases, fractures and dislocations, burns
and scalds, tumours and wounds, rabies,
mental health conditions and skin diseases.

Under the Ayurveda Act, No. 31 of 1961,
as amended by the Ayurveda (Amendment)
Act, No. 19 of 2023, 27 members are
appointed to represent the Ayurvedic
Medical Council, 11 members are
appointed ex officio at the institutional
level, while 16 members are appointed by
the Hon. Minister under the respective
provisions of the Act. This situation is
attributable to the fact that the Ayurveda
Act and the institutional structures have
largely been designed with a focus on
Graduate Medical Officers and that there is
no adequate formal mechanism to ensure
the organized and effective representation
of traditional medical practitioners in
national level policy-making committees.
However, steps are currently being taken to
make amendments to the Ayurveda Act,
through which adequate representation is
proposed to be provided for traditional
medical practitioners.

Actions are being taken to consider
requests submitted through associations of
traditional medical practitioners, propose
necessary amendments to the Ayurveda
Act and enhance the representation of
traditional medical practitioners in the
Ayurvedic Medical Council and Ministry-
level advisory committees.

Does not arise.
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the countries of origin of the Ayurveda,
Siddha and Unani systems of medicine;

the basis on which the aforesaid systems of
medicine are considered as "indigenous
systems of medicine"; and

whether he accepts that there is an
indigenous traditional medical science
unique to Sri Lanka?
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whether adequate opportunity has been
given to traditional doctors in the process of
drafting the law for the registration of
indigenous traditional doctors;

if not, why;

whether there is a possibility of imparting
knowledge related to indigenous traditional
medical systems through an institutional
mechanism;

if so, whether it is possible to fully acquire
the aforesaid traditional knowledge through

oflarr: university education; and
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(ii)

Ayurvedic system of medicine

It originated in India and is a system of
medicine that is primarily rooted in the
Indian subcontinent.

Siddha system of medicine

It originated in South India, particularly
within the Tamil cultural context and the
Tamil Nadu region.

Unani system of medicine

It originated in Greece - Greek medicine -
and was subsequently developed through
Arab and Persian cultures.

These systems of medicine have been
integrated into the culture, beliefs and way
of life of Sri Lankan society for centuries,
thereby contributing to the development of
a distinct identity within the indigenous
system of medicine in Sri Lanka.

Furthermore, under the Ayurveda Act, No.
31 of 1961, as amended by the Ayurveda
(Amendment) Act, No. 19 of 2023, the
term “Ayurveda” includes "the Ayurveda,
Siddha, Unani and Deshiya Chikitsa
systems of medicines and surgery and any
other system of medical indigenous to
Asian countries and recognized as such by
the governments of such respective
countries.” Accordingly, these systems are
also recognized under the Ayurveda Act as
components of the indigenous system of
medicine.
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Yes.

In Sri Lanka, there is an indigenous system
of traditional medicine known as Hela
Vedakama, or Deshiya Chikitsa. Although
it has been influenced to some extent by
Indian Ayurveda, it encompasses medicinal
formulations and treatment methods that are
unique to Sri Lanka, including traditional
hereditary practices for snakebites, eye
diseases, fractures and dislocations, burns
and scalds, tumours and wounds, rabies,
mental health conditions and skin diseases.

Since mechanisms have been established by
the Ayurvedic Medical Council for the
registration ~ of  traditional = medical
practitioners under the Ayurveda Act, No.
31 of 1961 and its amendments, regulations
have been drafted and referred in
accordance with the advice of the Attorney-
General. However, as it has been observed
that the views and contributions of genuine
grassroots-level traditional medical
practitioners have not been adequately
obtained in formulating these laws and
regulations, the relevant mechanisms should
be reviewed.

This situation has arisen because the
legislative process was largely been carried
out among the members of the Ayurvedic
Medical Council, resulting in inadequate
representation for traditional medical
practitioners and a failure to consider the
views of experienced traditional medical
practitioners.

Yes. The National Institute of Indigenous
Medicine conducts training programmes to
develop the knowledge of indigenous
traditional medical practitioners at an

©
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institutional level. In addition, institutional
education in certain fields can be obtained
through the faculties of indigenous
medicine established under government
universities such as the Faculty of
Indigenous Medicine of the University of
Colombo and the Gampaha
Wickramarachchi Ayurveda University.

No.

University and institutional education
primarily focuses on academic courses in
Ayurvedic, Siddha and Unani medicine.
However, the inherited and often closely
guarded experiential knowledge of
indigenous traditional medicine in Sri
Lanka, including specialized traditional
remedies and practical knowledge acquired
through guru-kula traditions - tacit
knowledge - cannot be fully acquired solely
through university curricula.

An alternative would be to provide practical
training under the guidance of genuine
hereditary traditional medical practitioners
through the “teacher-student system” while
preserving authentic lineages and to register
applicants who qualify as traditional
medical practitioners under the provisions
of the Ayurveda Act after conducting
written and oral examinations to determine
whether the Council is satisfied that the
respective applicant possesses the requisite
knowledge, experience and skills to
practise Ayurveda medicine effectively in
accordance with Section 55(1) of the Act.

Does not arise.
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