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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.

Bedem

O INTNE T 5
ANNOUNCEMENTS

010830602 DS T ©5¥d: B
230@08 w2
FlLaurdas Blewevuilmh &g Coevgls
o mitiflewriaseir
LEGISLATIVE STANDING COMMITTEE: ADDITIONAL
MEMBERS

OO DAIBNBDHR Do
(oreTyLll@ FUTHTWSET S)euiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

"8 Qoo KB B WE WeOO®  )wotdOrnD
BBe®) "vmy ewg@unm wew NE® B&Hhw :88e0sined
8003 Bewd® 113(2) ymcd, D10e8crwm 8Os Sm
D0 On ©g O ONBOcws ghedm w@Emwst

daewsy @38 58 mOm C¢ DD (BHIOD WO Fend.
©0 BBz 19BE OO0 DHmo
@0 (808 @) @maBE1I §8wi s e®emBw
®C Botd @ sy @wmn
OC DOED.0D.08. REPeEs Pwmo
®0 (eedes) 528 @5Idm Swmo
©0 BBz D8I 0 BB EE Q0IBw
@0 WEOEw SedBown wvmo

©0 BB CHOE 08005 0®emde

1152

I

88Bed®sIn mOYD BEDE 0™ 3%16d 5w
eI8® S 8wIed dedd®

LITTTEBHLOGITM &VI6M V86T ug')r,[ﬂu_l &P Fn L _L_(IpLD
Qs Meyd @&wpd gL L (1pid
MEETINGS OF COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS
AND COMMITTEE OF SELECTION

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2026 e85@a8 100 QudeBin, 95 @ e»
s 12.00 O 208Eed®xsin »Ogn BEIE ®0m 685¥red
deddo wy dw @Dwsy § Dv® o8O mom wwied
deddO 0w wwo W®C gow 28 € s Ode0 Bwdn
MDY, aong dLD® wewn 38 wvwId O ecs Bwg
20@08m OBIFOSwsIO e ®8P0 @ Fen .

B8 eF2208w 88w 1538®
FTUUSSLUL L LGS TBIs 6T
PAPERS PRESENTED

o0 (eedes) »BrIe dwBedes Dumo (eweds 6w

U@ gl w8y gedl) wEdded ym

830820325 ®9)

(wresryfl@  (sweuggwi) pofllbs Dwglevey - F&ETSTILD

WwHMID CeuGFaT 20L& HEWWFFHID HTFTHISS &L Fulesr

PsHBEHTVTFTEYID)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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S DOIBNIDROB, ded Bw® BEAC ®0m wwd
8827 28Ee0Indd 928ur WO E¢ Dibmed oweds
2@m100:0w BOIBTID WO BEACD 58Ee@rIned 8dd
Bewdo 119(4) ym00, BiB3Fsen wn 0oy C1g Bvo®be
8EDe D800 OO 988ur WSS.

©®® Do8md C¥ed Bem® BEIC 0 wW¥ID ©dOm
e ®E ¥ W18 O® ewldrn HSS.

g 88z 8, e e8®@» Sa.
afleorr GBI (B) sTDmIS CIBmeTenLiLIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.



1153 308Ee®xInd 1154

@6 .8, GE 25ID Vo (EBWES, 8@ esdsx,

QDO wH D8®8® §@amsrn®o)

(orewryllg Cs.le. T &HThHS - HWHEOSTL, HTEVBHEHL

QUEIBIG G, &T6uwl LHMILD [6TLILITFET HEDLOFFT)

(The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha - Minister of Agriculture,
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(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Ports and Civil

Aviation and Minister of Energy)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of

Environment)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi, Attorney
-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage - Minister of Youth
Affairs and Sports)

OO DOTNEDROB, OO yE»wd B8EnC @ 8® wewo

©® 8B e¢m® WICHH PC 0 B83¥0o.

gadmas @ Emnm 988 B0 Hewlw mom .
aflaormreney 1omGDTG SIS FLOFLINGSES B LTl LIt L g.
Question ordered to stand down.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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CONSTRUCTION OF NEW POST OFFICE BUILDINGS OR

RENOVATION OF EXISTING BUILDINGS: BUDGET
ALLOCATIONS

1413/2025
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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Ui @)dFFewLd@ Mlalliiuryr?
@) @erCGmev, eyetr?

asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the amount of money that was allocated in
the Budget for this year for the construction
of new post office buildings or renovation
of the existing buildings;

(i) whether he is aware that the Kiran Post
Office is housed in a private building; and
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[061 BrenBnsT G5y BonT Gots@anTm® wmn)

(i)  whether actions will be taken to construct a
new post office building for the Kiran Post
Office?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that the elderly and
widows receive their allowances from the
Chitthandi Sub-Post Office due to the
absence of a post office in the
Mavadivembu area of the Eravurpattu
Chenkalady Divisional Secretary's Division
in the Batticaloa District;

(i) whether actions will be taken to establish a
new post office in the Mavadivembu area;
and

(iii) the procedure that will be followed to
upgrade a sub-post office to a post office?

(¢c)  Ifnot, why?
@G  (D08s) omesEw 8wedsm ed®emBae
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne - Deputy
Minister of Mass Media)
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the date of commencement of the
construction work of the Pailekanda Tank
located in the Galgamuwa Grama Niladhari
Division in the Madulla Divisional
Secretary's Division in the Monaragala
District;

(ii) the total estimated cost for the completion
of the said proposed project;

(ii) whether the Government has spent any
funds on the said project by now;

(iv) if so, the total amount that has been spent so
far; and

(v) out of the total construction work of the
project, the amount of work that has been
completed by now?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Aravinda Senarath - Deputy Minister of Land and

Irrigation)

@O0 ®OITNGDROB, BHES, ©s@ ©d®ss, RO ww
Do8@8® @@ eONEDE & OO ydAMmeO BENS o
©¢m00.

(@) (1) 2020 38 ®es.

(i) BBTO gEred®sined Bedsies’ ¢Bwed
&Bum 82.20%. SIStD) 8Benddn
E8ne®Ined Gi8ecE B88wx 167.26: o
wcwsy OB,

(i) Sl yBuies 1w O Bedmrdo.

(iv) 8 &c ocs 8wsd 8Cwm» 70.5= &
30230838 6362 £ 1O Be® WS Beano.

V) ©® 0 80 dwaBed Bwwd 80m y@iemwm
P2BBO ¢dwsy MO evedm YoBe BBwO
928w WS Bedsrda.

OmaBed O O @ wew yoBa
SO Om®, BODimy Bwwd 958
92WC gdes’ WO BeRm, OO ©®BeCDD
8wwd 90 980 gdwsy WS BeRHD, ¢
©w0000ed 9RO HOYR §0®®» WS B,
00 ®® Bwwd 508 92mc @dwsy WO
Bedmrdo.

(0) owm BERS gm0 geog @0ed.

@G BBt 830 16 wmo

(oressryfl@ FLSgrent Frd @GLmy)

(The Hon. Sarath Kumara, Attorney-at-Law)

O DOIBNIDROB, Oed Bgdm and YE» W e®wi.

©® 91D yBCEB @8 8HE Gl 988m EWImMDOEO
e ocx BBws. Ded wwE oD o® 83w B&nDO urf
0 9Bimn. & Ded® Oed @2R300E yoBe
2®5TVewsy @ B0 v edHE D ©5 Bowdss
2@ n®ed 8EnJ gmd o® O» 20 i8sE SEwum
70.5% @® 00nedsy 8we® WO Beamd. S & e
wedTBd 008D MBusw 8gedEr @B IO HOB
280 BiFsenw Osiesd. ybom® Cdwm  Cosxs
2@1s00ew® ©8» e OB e® wOgn 8 meg. 8Oy
oS @@ @8I Cosumle Dwmr BRsT B wewr @®
0D NO® ®mw § D »OB YyodndBxsied w®ww» ©md
smmded acws. BuE 88wm 70.5» eBs 00w
9280y D ey mew, 0® FeEO woedHed 92880
©@TIVews’ 80O »vf D5z A8 OO gewe Beodm
Bs¥n 0® 8I8s ©wd®ITVewsy SSamen §d®®» O
Beadmdic B 0BI) D &B8.

OG g685¥¢ eemn Owm

(wrerflg yraibs Cears)

(The Hon. Aravinda Senarath)

®0 OEH®, @® DxozaBe Go®w WS Beasiesy 2020
Dbsedl. 0®@8 DR @dwsl WoTey Bwdnd Ageed 2022
D8Bedl. ememI® »H@, 2022 d¥sed ¢ eDDD @&l
28gcw ©008 WO OB ® xwaBe gnddy »HBHJ
DO Bedsiesy. o® DxwzaBe ¢dws’ BB ¥OONHOE
Bes, & »cOndmde Ble 8D ydm» o
a8ee®nn, sl B oB3e® 0O @ e® BEe
O »O8 20228 @® DxoeaBe ¢dwsy mJ ©uIB) I8 Heo€s.
Oev® PO, @83Sm adgces Im 2022 DSza
Omemd o® DmmaBled DR gdwsi mOsTm yOOTIHO
B em. ©0 OEn@ed sg@0n gnd YEm sy gvs 0@
0w BENCD 080w DR BRI dfm womds mSEo
RO ¢ WO @8 DEeLecn DmDI. @® DB
80 @m0 ged ©iBFvmwen emedsies’ mywi. &8
00, BRI dm » O o® B8EacO IO
s3Fsmu WO DmwaBed 9@ WOGR oy ABBO
8C DOYRD OB,

@G BBk 830 6 wmo

(oresrfl@ #LSgrent 1 @GLmy)

(The Hon. Sarath Kumara, Attorney-at-Law)

OO DDBNBWROB, Ood ecOB gnd yEmD 0®wd.

©0] Bowdss ¢@B8neA, 88n mcwer Bed BndO
o 00 98I ©® evded yamw BwesImy @ rmNse®w
PS80 @® DmEED goeny Beam Bwdd e®mme? &
D0d® 0® DRWOYD 0O WOBIHY yOOsT BBwWO® w0
60 wewsy WOBI® yOOIe?

®C §6853¢ eBmOn Owm

(wrerflg Syraibs Cearrs)

(The Hon. Aravinda Senarath)

®0T OGO, a8 00 OmsiBe B8O «®
gseme DO, BTl ednses ¢lm8w Died®
BB Oms womdbHd ¢@ddy» WS Beadmd. o®
OmmaBed 928 O »Ogm B8O «® Yeudas



1163

2026 65135)1@@5 10

DeEd D IR, WO Bedmy D10 BEICOH, v 6w
ewBAm YyoBe 8O 53 Om w® gldswemws ®OR, 2027
D8zl "8 088 - god ¢5®w" D1xIaBe WiW e® D1ed
B33 yBwe-dmden WOYH &dd» WOBTm a8 GO &g
C5ed e 8O wmddh WOSs 83Im. BEDH
emen sl Bty 8 ooy, CA® Dud e ® 1008
988 yBw-tdmS e mOGD G0 WOBIH 88 BDEreedsn)

@D .

BB gadsem §08ec: Sedno
CaxFlw urgiariiy Blgwib: aflurid
NATIONAL DEFENCE FUND: DETAILS

2189/2026

5. ©6 @855 ®m@TDY (B85edx) y&sF OYS» Bwvwmo

(oreryflg Gevligerssr swrewrLi (puiey@upp) Nrds
L0 BId5)

(The Hon. Lieutenant Commander (Rtd.) Prageeth
Madhuranga)

@0 em ¢@imsn@ens’ ¢ ydme - (1):

(8

(8)

(g0

@
(ii)
(ii)

(iv)

"% o @o@ec’ 8898e® adgen,
BBO® 5¢mH® 5 oggBle wDedc;

2080 08B o WS omy B
0w 8% GO DO WO,

808ccD 8ed Cedm gude ww  OF
OEm©2) 8008 BY O,

20 w@8mBsY i WOT CIDY WIS
»oede;

@53 O wewsy mosIesIc?

@

(if)

(ii)

(iv)

)

oBe come e CH & B oDy
»oede;

a0 goBBIHO/C0Ss BoemmEDO  CH
OsYesiE;

2025 D258 D800 emes
8Ee®s3nd0 983u WS Bede;

esnde 5O, gdwsy D00 9lur WO e
D8sw mOedc;

D88 Dm0 @88u BBe® y®gwsy Bg B
Bed 8, 80 by mdedc;

0

@IS @ ey mostesic?

@

)

(ii)

2026 D8ww wewr Bl o ww &
wew a@usened udmesm BEBewn
380D v Bedg;

eO® gogeE DO BOFDees W @B
O3y 50, & e ouwn »oeds;

g B8O 2Bu WS @B  ewddsn
00T VewsT @® OB enm ¢ Bwo®Ee
moede;

@BY HOEEOS D@ ey WOsTenIe?
(1) oezndeEmd®,d Osie?

UTgIsTiIL SewwdFenTd CoHl L afler:

(=) ()

‘Gsfw urgsTiy  BEwd' Blneuliul L ger
Cprasniser, 9Her FU L1 Llsresreant whmb
6T6OTLIGUT

EWLOLIL|(HEU T LD Wwiremeu

GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

(<=4)

@)

()

(i)

(i)

(iv)

1164

GuomrLig JLEAITEENEAC)) S| BIBSBH6 TSH6T
Bwllgsstiu@b pewmujb HBnHEs5 CHem e mest

SHWEHEMLOHGHLD WITEHEU 6TEITLISHSU|LD;
CGupuy FFwsgise BlF S sasliclumib
wop  wpmid gt sHEUTHW
S| BIBGHSOTHET IWITEUT 6TETLIENS LD,

yshw  Shisdbseuisst Bwllssiu@n  peom

WITG] 6TEITLIENS IU|LD;

Ui @MILLNGeurym?

(i)

(i)

(iif)

Cupuy  pFuSSTY  SLHS  SFTUSSID
UPBIGLILIL L CFeMmEUBEIT WTen6U 6TEITLISN LD,
Cupuily BlSD 2 6Ters/rs HesmidhsTiiin)d%hE
2 1" LIRSSILGBSTDS T 6T6TLIED SULD;

202590 yeT(HGEHTET UHLTHS HWbens
swrilssiul @), LTI T @HLOSTM S S5 EHF
FWTOINSSIUL (HETETST 6T6TLIEN FUW|LD;
@eBnsv,  @mulwTss
9,607 (H) WITS) 6TETLIGHSHU|LD;

ForiNssrr L

WD BB 6T
eru1q (Liiledr,

HTTEITBISET ILITEN6 6T6HTLIENSU|LD;

Fwitfiuglsv
EEIES ey

QUHL_THS
ST BISHET

Ui @)dFFewLd@ SMlalliiuryr?

(i)

(i)

(i)

20269y gy er(Hdbasrer QFwhurt (hd L ib
wHOID B HEEeT
ewwsdler Blhaurs o SHCWTHEST p(Heui
BITbSTLOTS

6TEITLIEN 11D,

Swrfdsiu’ Herergmr?

Blwillds i’ erermyr

Guoprig. Bglugenss CFTLiThgIb
(PO TS SIS Gl&Fsvev GeuaistHLomuilesr,

S|SMHTEUT & TTEITHISHET ILITEHEU 6THTLIENSU|LD;

S| Qriurs (peiTemeusSSLILIL_(HeiTer
(psTOILDTLfl6y 6T FIOUBSLOTS @) gi6uem T
THSSUILIL(HETOT  BLAUIGHNSSHET  WITEH6
6TEITLIEN S 1L|1D;

Ojeui Gaib @)FaemLd@ mlafliiuryr?

@)siTCmev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Defence:
Will he state the -

(a)

(b)

@
(i)

(iif)

(iv)

objectives of establishment, legal basis and
composition of the National Defence Fund,;

qualifications required and the procedure
followed in appointing members to the
said Fund;

sources of financial income of the said
Fund and the names of its current members;
and

manner in which new members are
appointed?

Will he also state -

@
(if)

the services that have been provided during
the last decade;

whether the said Fund is subject to an
internal/government audit;
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(d)

(iii)

(iv)

whether the Annual Report for the year
2025 has been prepared and presented to
Parliament;

if not, the year in which it was last
presented; and

(v) if delays have occurred in the presentation
of Annual Reports, the reasons therefor?
Will he further state -

(M

(i)
(iif)

whether an Action Plan has been prepared
for the year 2026 and whether an
administrative officer of the Ministry has
been permanently appointed for the said
purpose;

if the said Fund is to be continued, the
reasons therefor; and

the measures that have been taken thus far
regarding the proposals submitted in that
regard?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera - Deputy

Minister of Defence)
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HANSARDS, ORDER PAPERS AND OTHER DOCUMENTS OF
PARLIAMENT: PROVISION IN DIGITAL FORMAT
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) the annual expenditure incurred for printing
Hansard Reports, Order Papers, and other
documents provided to the Members of
Parliament and Ministers for use within the
Parliament Chamber;

(i) whether a programme has been formulated
to minimize or completely eliminate the use
of paper by providing those documents in
digital format;

(iii) if so, the measures that have been taken so
far to implement the said programme; and

(iv) the expected date of completion of the said
programme?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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WESTERN AND AYURVEDIC MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS:
RECRUITMENT PROCEEDURES, SALARIES AND PRIVILEGES
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the respective procedures that govern the
recruitment of western medical practitioners
and Ayurvedic medical practitioners into
the Public Service;

(ii) the principal sectors that fall within the field
of indigenous medicine;

(iii) the salaries, allowances and privileges
provided to western and Ayurvedic medical
practitioners, separately;

(iv) whether a disparity exists between the
salaries, allowances and privileges provided
to western medical practitioners and those
that are provided to Ayurvedic medical
practitioners; and

(v) if so, the measures that will be taken to
minimize such disparities and to regulate
the field of indigenous medicine?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Housing, Construction and
Water Supply:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) number of housing units constructed for
low-income families by the National
Housing Development Authority in the
years 2025 and 2026, separately;

(i) number of houses constructed for low-
income families in the Gampaha District;

(iii) number of housing units planned to be
constructed for low-income families in the
said district during the period from 2027 to
2029;

(iv) amount of the grant provided for each such
housing unit; and

(v) criteria adopted in selecting beneficiaries
for housing grants?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe - Minister of Housing,
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(M)

(i
(iif)
(iv)
V)

whether he is aware that a special audit
report had been issued on 30" September,
2022 regarding procurement activities
worth Rs. 500 million carried out by the
Lanka Coal Company (Pvt.) Ltd.;

the name of the company which had been
selected under the said procurement;

the amount of money allocated for the said
procurement;

the recommendations contained in the said
audit report; and

the measures taken regarding the said
recommendations?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)
asked the Minister of Justice and National Integration: (The Hon. Speaker)

O0T ¢w88 bwedms O5IEneA, RIn®ed point of
(a)  Will he inform this House - Order & e@mzie?

(i) whether the Government accepts the
necessity of establishing an Independent
Public Prosecutor’s Office;

©C BBt ¢088 Bwedms ®vm
(oresryfl@ FLSgrent swrdpP owGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

(i)  if so, the objectives of establishing the said 6000 Hoewio 118 wOen! ©® @AR0 g¢ cod Doyt

Office: yBBIBZ ©I0 ¢BIBN, BT WINBDROB.
(iii) the role expected to be assigned to this O DBNBH o
Office; and (orewTL @ FUTBTWST S)6uTs6T)
) ) ) (The Hon. Speaker)
(iv) the details regarding the human and 00, OB, & aDEHeDE & o» DD MO,

physical resources required for the  @amesed point of Order &m cErme?
establishment of the said Office?
0 @G BBeg 3088 Bwedmso dnmo
(b)  Ifnot, why’ (wressryfl@ F L Sgrent swrdpP mwGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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OO, (The Hon. Speaker)
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) (The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(iv) 4@ BeRced an@Be @D 000 mbuEe (The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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GussafeT sallFrarmid)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih - Deputy Speaker and Chair of

Committees)

Hon. Speaker, I wish to speak on the Determination
under the Women Empowerment Act, No. 37 of 2024. -
[Interruption.]

(Bewduss

At the outset, I would like to say that I do not regard
this merely as another item of legislative business before
this House, but as part of a much larger national
commitment, a commitment to ensure that every woman
in Sri Lanka is able to live with dignity, equality, security
and opportunity.

The Women Empowerment Act takes our approach
beyond the traditional concept of protecting women. It
speaks of empowerment, and empowerment means much
more than protection; it means that a woman should have
the opportunity to learn, work, earn, participate, make
decisions, seek justice and determine the course of her
own life. - [Interruption.]

Sir, the Act establishes an important institutional
framework. It provides for the National Commission on
Women, the formulation and implementation of a
National Policy on the advancement and empowerment of
women, mechanisms for the protection of women’s rights
and an Ombudsperson for Women’s Rights.

The Commission has substantial responsibilities
including receiving and investigating complaints
concerning violation of women’s rights, conducting
inquiries, making recommendations for law reform,
assessing the impact of legislation and policies and
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promoting awareness of women’s rights. Will this
institution deliver what the women of Sri Lanka want?
This is the real test before us. Sir, this is a very important
topic before us. It concerns more than 50 per cent of the
population of this nation and the rights that they are
entitled to and the benefits they could reap because it is
their right once again.

We are a multi-religious, multilingual society. Our
religion and our beliefs have always remained near and
dear to us, so has the sentiments about one’s language.
Therefore, Sir, a vital task before the National
Commission on Women is to facilitate and ensure that
every facility and provision that has been provided to
them under this Act is carried out to the very letter. That
is, to pursue education and careers of their choice while
still holding on to their beliefs, convictions and traditions.
There lies inclusivity and true celebration of our nation’s
colourful diversity.

Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members of the House, there
is the woman living in Colombo and the woman living in
a remote village. They are not a homogenous group.
Among them, there is the plantation worker, the factory
worker, the professional, the entrepreneur, the woman
working abroad to sustain her family, the single mother,
the elderly woman and the woman living with a disability.
And, there are women who, because of poverty, social
circumstance and other vulnerabilities, may not even
know where to turn to when their rights are violated. If
this legislation is to achieve its full purpose, the benefits
must reach each one of them. We must be unequivocal in
this matter.

We must also know that harassment of women is not a
minor inconvenience, and discrimination is not something
that a woman should be told just to tolerate, as they have
been told through ages.

The Act also gives importance to law reform. That is
particularly significant because discrimination does not
always arise from deliberate individual conduct;
sometimes, it arises from an outdated law, an old
procedure or some institutional practice that is called
“traditional”. That system has failed to recognize the
realities faced by women in this age and day. The
Commission’s ability to assess legislation, policies and
practices and to recommend reforms gives as an
opportunity to identify such structural barriers and
Parliament  shall remain  receptive to  those
recommendations. Let us also take into account the
valuable perspective of the law and social justice. When
society changes, Parliament must have the courage and
wisdom to examine whether our laws continue to serve
our people fairly.

Sir, there is another dimension of empowerment that
requires our particular attention, which is economic
empowerment. A woman who has no economic
independence can be extremely vulnerable. Economic
empowerment means access to education, employment,
finance and entrepreneurship. It also means, fair

remuneration, ability to own and control resources and
ensures that work of equal value receives equal
remuneration.

The Act also recognizes particular needs of women
with disabilities. We must, therefore, ensure that women's
empowerment is not only reflected in our economic
policies and employment policies, but also in our
financial inclusion programmes and in national
development strategies that we may formulate.

Sir, I also wish to talk about representation. A
democracy cannot be fully representative if a substantial
proportion of its population remains underrepresented in
places where decisions are made. The Act recognizes the
importance of women's participation in decision-making
structures and positions at every level of government and
in mechanisms connected with the administration of
justice. Women should not only be beneficiaries of policy,
but should also be architects of policy. Sir, we must
ensure that women have a seat at the table and not be on
the menu alone when it comes to decision-making and
governance; they should not be consulted after decisions
are made, but should be part of that decision-making
process.

Sir, this is an important administrative provision that
has been provided for in the Act. At the same time, we
must ensure that the remuneration provided is adequate to
attract persons with necessary competence, experience
and integrity, while being administered with transparency
and proper accountability.

The National Commission on Women is not able to
function alone and isolated. The Ministry responsible for
women and child affairs, the Police, the Judiciary, the
Attorney-General’s Department, legal aid services,
provincial and local authorities, educational institutions,
the civil society and community organizations, all have
important roles to play. I would add one more institution
of paramount importance and that is the family because
laws can punish and institutions can protect, but lasting
social change requires a change in attitudes, which begin
from our very homes. We must create workplaces where
harassment is unacceptable, schools where girls are
encouraged to lead and communities where a woman
seeking help is supported rather than stigmatized.

Sir, this Act was passed in 2024. We must, now,
ensure that the machinery created by this Act becomes
fully functional, visible and accessible. The National
Commission on Women must become an institution that
women know about. Sir, let us build a Sri Lanka where a
woman’s opportunity is not determined by her gender,
where her safety is not dependent upon her social status,
where her economic future is not limited by outdated
expectations, where her voice is not diminished because
she is a woman and where leadership is determined by
her ability, integrity, commitment and service to the
people.

Sir, the matter before the House today is not one of
women alone. If that is so, I would not be on my feet at
this moment. It is an issue of justice, an issue of human
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dignity and ultimately, an issue of the kind of Sri Lanka
we wish to leave behind for the next generation.

Therefore, I respectfully call upon the Members of this
House to support the Determination before us. Also, I
urge that its implementation be pursued with the urgency,
resources and institutional commitment that the women of
our country truly deserve.

Thank you, Sir.

OO DOIBNBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Mujibur Rahuman. You have 11
minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.

@G BBt ¢3088 Bwedmo Onmo
(wressryll@ #LLSgrent swrdm wGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
€300 €0 2 IBNWZR.

@G @FOSews
(omevsryLil@ 2 mitiflesi sppeu)
(An Hon. Member)

A gentleman!

®6 Berdss HAOznEDR O

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, you may begin your speech.

@S §ERE 59z Owmo
(oreiriyiflg apedluyi yom=Lomsir)
(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
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® BBt @8y 980 eednriow Swmo

(orenryflg FLssrentl ojregver &efou Caardlnian)
(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order, Hon. Member?

@G BB a8y 1980 eudnrBown Swmo
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, we would like to acknowledge you as the
permanent Speaker. Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, you may please proceed.
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@G BBeg ¢3088 Bwedmo Onmo
(wresyll@ FULSgrent swrdp mwGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, you have got to speak on the
topic of this Debate. The women of Colombo want to
hear what you say about them and their rights.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Prime Minister (Dr.)
Harini Amarasuriya. You have 14 minutes to speak on the
Determination before the House.

[12.09 p.m.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, this is an important
Determination presented by the Minister of Women and
Child Affairs that we are debating today. The
institutionalization of the National Commission on
Women is being further strengthened through what has
been presented today.
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The harassment and violence that women and children are
facing today, Hon. Deputy Speaker, are not merely
physical, as we well know. The way technology is
evolving and the way it is being used today to target
women and children in particular is deeply worrying.
Therefore, that is something I think and I am sure this
House and this Commission will take very seriously. A
couple of days ago, I received a letter detailing how
deepfake images are being used, particularly targeting
women political leaders in this country and the threat that
it poses to democracy and the functioning of democracy
in this country. I think, as women political leaders, when
we come into these positions, we were aware that this is
the kind of backslash to expect. So, this is not a personal
problem, this is not about any one of us individually
feeling threatened by this, but the impact that this has on
the functioning of our democratic systems and more
importantly, the message it sends to other women, the
younger women, about coming forward to taking up these
positions is what is worrying. I think it is unfortunate.

Also, this is not a problem that could be tackled
individually or even by an individual country; this is
something that we need to come together globally to
tackle. The social media platforms which facilitate this
kind of technological violence should also take this issue
up more seriously. This is a global issue; this is a regional
issue. Whatever the background, the political affiliation or
the ideological affiliation is, women in public positions
across the world are facing this issue, and it is important
that social media platforms and technology experts also
take this issue seriously and come up with safeguards

because this is threatening not just to individual women
or women leaders, but also to democratic systems and the
well-being of women and children in general. You would
have noticed even recently some incidents involving
women who are facing some kind of trauma, and the kind
of reaction and responses they get on social media
platforms could be extremely detrimental to their well-
being, their safety and security. So, this is something to
be taken very seriously, and I hope the National
Commission on Women would take up these issues and
engage with the relevant stakeholders to make these
spaces, not just physical spaces, but digital spaces as well,
safer for women and children in general.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan.
You have eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of this House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Mrs.) Anushka Thilakarathne. You have
ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Mrs.) Anushka Thilakarathne, your time is up.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Anushka Thilakarathne, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sajith Premadasa, Leader of the
Opposition. You have an allocation of ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil
Senevi. You have 13 minutes, Hon. Minister.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Namal Rajapaksa. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, with an extra one minute, you
have a total of three minutes left.
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(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Mrs.) Hemali Weerasekara. You have 10

minutes.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Hemali Weerasekara - Deputy

Chairperson of Committees)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana.
You have six minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)

Hon. Presiding Member, today, before I start off my
speech, I would like to mention that a special friend of
mine is up there in the Public Gallery. We studied
together in England. She is here today, watching her
friend at work, I believe. Incidentally, her name is Geshni
Gunasekera, who happens to be the late Hon. Prins
Gunasekera’s daughter. I welcome her to the Public
Gallery of Parliament.
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Hon. Presiding Member, today, we are discussing the
Determination under the Women Empowerment Act,
which relates to the National Commission on Women. [
congratulate the Hon. Minister of Women and Child
Affairs for presenting this Determination relating to the
National Commission on Women. I was told that women
in Sri Lanka had been struggling for nearly 30 years to get
this Commission operationalized.

The National Commission on Women was established
under the Women Empowerment Act, No. 37 of 2024 and
the Commission is now fully operationalized. The
Government has the primary responsibility of creating the
legal, institutional, economic and social conditions
necessary for women to enjoy rights equally to men. The
National Commission on Women is particularly important
because it is intended to provide the statutory mechanism
necessary for protecting and advancing women’s rights
and gender equality. The Government has to protect
women’s rights through the established law. It also has to
ensure effective protection, justice and rehabilitation
systems. What is required is coordinated action by the
Police, the courts, the health services, the social services,
the educational authorities and other institutions, rather
than simply passing legislation. The Government will
guarantee equal access to education for all, particularly
paying attention to girls who are out of school or at risk of
dropping out of school.

The Government must ensure that the National Budget
is gender-responsive. It will also try to change the
discriminatory social attitudes. The Government cannot
achieve gender equality through laws alone; it must be
done through schools, the media, religious and
community leaders, workplaces, political parties and
public institutions. The Government must change the
attitude of looking upon women as inferior and attitudes
which restrict their participation in social activities. It will
protect the vulnerable and disadvantaged women and
address issues of women who face multiple
disadvantages, women-headed households, women with
disabilities, older women, poor rural women, plantation
sector women, woman migrant workers and women
affected by disasters, conflict and displacement.

If take the functions of the Government and the
National Commission on Women, the Government makes
and implements policies, provides public services,
proposes  legislation, allocates  resources, runs
programmes, enforces laws through relevant agencies and
reports through political administration structures while
the National Commission on Women monitors and
advises on women’s issues, protects women’s rights,
recommends legal reforms, monitors outcomes, receives
complaints, monitors rights and complaints, and provides
independent oversight and assessments. Therefore, the
National Commission on Women has a very important
duty to carry out while the Government provides for its
services and implements the necessary laws. The
National Commission on Women will monitor how
everything is implemented and bring how women suffer
to the notice of the Government. Then, within the next
few minutes, I want to refer to some issues that we
discussed yesterday.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Presiding Member, I am happy to contribute to
the Debate on the Determination relating to the National
Commission on Women, which deals with its members'
salary anomalies. I was happy to be the pro tem
Chairman of the Committee on Public Finance when this
matter came up.

I must say that the person who is heading the
Commission worked at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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when | was the Minister and she is certainly an able
person. The Commission, 1 see, is very ebullient and
ready to get things moving, which, I would say, is very
good.

I would like to mention about the salary anomalies
that take place. I know it is a problem in the entire
country. However, when we have a new institution
coming into operation, if we do not rectify that error at
the very point of its birth, then, I guess we would not be
able to motivate the rest of the country to move forward.
And, I know that it was with a lot of passion that the
Government and especially, the Prime Minister put this
National Commission on Women into place, as much as |
am trying to put the National Youth Commission into
place because I think it is important.

The main thing that came up when this was discussed
at the CoPF three days ago was that the Chairperson is
getting Rs. 135,000 while the other members of the
Commission are getting Rs. 90,000. That is, the three
active members, out of the six and the balance three
members are not specified. That was, certainly, an area of
concern because as for them, there is no direction as to
how to move forward even though they are expected to be
active members all the way.

One of the key aspects handled by this particular
Commission is women empowerment. Empowerment of a
woman is one of the most important aspects in assisting
her to become self-sufficient. But, I do not see anything
relating to empowerment in the Act brought forward.
And, T would greatly expect the Government to rectify
that and ensure that it is done in this process itself
because, otherwise, it would be just another talk-shop.
Having commission upon commission to bring matters
into litigation - I think we are highly litigated; this
country has too many laws to go forward with - would not
do and it would be just another thing done.

My initial expectation of speaking on this salary issue
was to amplify it further to apply to the entire country and
that is why I used it as the base. Achieving this country's
revenue target of US Dollars 36 billion in exports by 2030
would only be a pipe dream, if you do not get your act
together. What I can see is that it is heading in a direction
rudderless. There has to be a direction and work done
towards reaching that goal.

The economic adviser to the President, Mr. Duminda
Hulangamuwa, quite rightly said that the Government
service is far too top-heavy and that it lags at the bottom,
carrying too much weight without any productivity
coming out and that as a result, it needs rectification. So,
while the statement seem to be absolutely spot on, that
rectification needs to take place because we are spending
Rs. 1.5 trillion as expenditure from Government revenue.
Productivity is the main aspect, the bugbear in the system.
So, I guess what has got to be done now is to ensure that
we rectify that very aspect.
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Hon. Presiding Member, while I mention that, I also
want to reflect on another matter and another problem
which is very apparent and which would be a major
catalyst to go forward or if you do not go forward, would
retard it. I was at the Ministerial Consultative Committee

on Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education chaired by the Hon. Prime Minister, yesterday.
With regard to education, there was a critical factor that
was referred to. While being in the Prime Minister’s
Office yesterday, we had a meeting with the officials of
the Population Control office of the United Nations. The
Hon. Member (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe was there. At that
meeting, we were discussing something. The population
growth rate of 1.3 per cent ten years ago has now reduced
to 0.5 per cent! That is the growth rate we are reflecting
while our peer countries are having almost a 1.5 per cent
growth rate . Fertility rate is 1.3 children per woman.
Eighteen per cent of the population is above the age of
60. Now, that is a significant factor we have to take note
of. That means, we have the earlier population of 22.3
million coming down to 21.8 million and of that, 18 per
cent is above the age of 60. They need care and that does
not contribute to the well-being of the country. But, they
are people who have helped this country. So, we have got
to look after them.

Then, the other matter that was looked into was with
regard to the school children. That is what I referred to
when I met the Hon. Prime Minister at the Ministerial
Consultative Committee. Almost 45 per cent of the
children who go to school, after 16 years, do not continue
their school education. Even though there is a 13-year
mandatory school education period, most of the children,
specially male children, drop out of school. The intake of
children to the first grade was 375,000 in 2015 and it has
reduced to 224,000 in the year 2025, a drastic and almost
a one lakh reduction. They are the future of our country;
they are our future workforce. So, if our workforce
reduces and if we do not have labour to go forward with
the investments that come in, it would be the biggest
problem we would face.
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So, when the National Chamber of Exporters projected
an export earning of US Dollars 36 billion by 2030, I
immediately said that it would be a pipe dream because a
growth rate of 12 per cent cannot be achieved without
making the necessary input. I can see some Cabinet
Ministers present here. Please ensure that these matters
are taken up and that you put flesh on the bones. The
figures are nice, but in order to have a realistic approach,
you would have to ensure that this situation is corrected.

The worst case is, 61.3 per cent of the population is in
the age group of 15-59. So, these are the areas that will
have to be looked into as a Government, as to where we
need to have corrective action. India, which is going to
become the third biggest economy by next year, is having
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a young population and they are able to contribute to their
economy. We, Sri Lanka, being next to India, have a best
opportunity to easily carve out two to three per cent of
their market and have a vibrant growth rate of about 10 to
12 per cent, if we embrace India. There is no point in
engaging with them just for the sake of satisfaction, but
we must also achieve economic growth through that same
process. I only reflected on that particular matter because
it is necessary.

Now, we are talking about the remunerations of the
members of the National Commission on Women.

I made a general comparison with the country's
situation and referred to that particular matter because I
saw the yawning gap between the ability and the inability
to deliver, with the necessary capacity not being there to
deliver that projection.

Madam, I know that time is a factor and I thank you
very much for the time given. And, I hope these matters
are taken into consideration. Do not let Parliament be just
another talk shop. Let this be the place where vibrant
policy decisions are taken for the future and that is the
way to take the country forward.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural
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Whereupon THE HON. (MRS.) SAGARIKA ATHAUDA left the
Chair, and THE HON. M.K.M. ASLAM took the Chair.
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8830 Sedvewsi® wdis 8o Weodyeds, & Died®
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& @5 20068 "Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities" Bwz oes SHBsied w@gBewsy -
convention - @® terminology ©m om0 ©EED
BdmdemO »wHd WS Beadmdr. ® 2006 Oxfeost
“HBs¥edd CRPD 020 a8 20168 gfwsy 0 Bedmdr. &
220 8 0® D5em0 ¥dn mE @n terminology dm »OE,
“Persons with disabilities” Bwx Om. IO Beds
2D@Em0E oW, YRowsNsi ©C; OFn©A; “Persons
with special needs” Baco O sy YsTO Bedsiesy
o®ded gomd gwd Bedm ¢DarmE »O8. VYO
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2Dos8, “cw edand, Bow gdani. & Ded® ewds
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2o @@ @wd BeRdm ¢denmME »OB VYO
Beatery. & B 95 Seode gdasmn Bedm gwsl
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exwedd, differently-abled @ws ez»ed8, handicapped
ews 00ed8, ®YxsY persons with disabilities. Swfessy
SrBsTed e-ddmas 20068 @® terminology ©m »»HS ®S
Beadmdr. & B 00 0® 8Ee®@xnedl gm enecdewsy
PG 83m0, BD68 terminology 0808 oIy Bwo.
00 RYzT WOy @fcig VNS HB WS Bedmn. ge OO
80 ace 2@msened DORO (o Bw csimnd, dPsTed
B0 u5n® BAcD. BYsT 9@ ©.0d8B, e® terminology
8w BODBTVEWST.

& Ded® B3wd® g nd PYIROG @R ©Bdn, I Ded®
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AdmOoens BEACO em® Aung 00EOH ¢od w8®isw nE
Bedmn. 0@ 0dneds’ 0n § D0 IO G5B BICWD
80 ged J¥w Beode O RHHDOE WD), RN OO
OEnOAB. 2026 aw Dews’ @D ¢G0T ednedsy
w901 2830w Wi Gi8eE BCwm 100, & Died®
208 0 0w ©¢dned®@sInd wowr BeE SBem
447 00z mer. OB BC 0dstexst HHO O
B50E8BR® GeE @@imuddn DBwWD gw O1e ®DD @edunsy
WO @DEede O a@mcd Oy Gi8weE 8Bwm 500z
@05y WE, D wdn (GOTed dmdiers ©Y AR®
00nedsY Bods D1QwOWsY Hws®m mOsIs.

& 20 0® O 80 8w ©DEND, S GaoBBEH W
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©¢8ned®sInd @ 00, egdig 185 anc 83» ®3wd®
GO R ©Bn SOBTed AmDiee ©wY BEHIO
omw BB® wews dmdien VsEG 258 Comoed
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300w WOZ. 9AB VWL GO e DEBeld Gcdn
DO, & Dred® HOY @O Pndm 154 ¢8 cam
D88l 2200w MOHHD. 0® Ve a8 DD whn ¢GOBTO
gDo» dmOsemw DYBIO gd@s &d®d, VPBTO DS
Fc0®W, FNNBHG ©0Y NBEDD CH E® wew Dodw
OO ©wmNdw BHws®m m»O». 5T 08
Bedsewrsi® wensy mOsI®y By, QAR® ¥ G0wd o
20 Bem dews’ HBm & Icedos e B3wd 8
¢Blesy, YT @ised YeLmE WO, PBHOD B3O
e20ed8 Bum OBm. o®w, care Bwm O OO,
individual care, family and community-based care e
institutional care dwewsl Bedmdr. wenBH AWOSTHE
Bem O Osfery @dwomd gwed B8wD. sy BBw®
BODBDO OB WO PIODDS BE VGO Snow
OB 0D R @¢BIDY VW ABOSTmB D LBID
L @l 8O wdmaBen Om RGO D& ewdsy
@¢0wB REIBIETT, GBIBDG C1eRBIvY, ww@rhyewrdsme
Creasiesy 85E RE. & Dr1od® wiBDw RESS. & Dred®
o®ed @B gsBm, Podm OB cermr ©w®
2o RET. OO w8 wHD BE Y e®m PAR®
D1080HsY Bword®m BB nO8 ged dved adgem Driesy.

©0; OEn® q¢ 928u mE 0wlBrNd OO DRWOHD
©C® 90 D1¢on, 92818 ewlyrNdE 88w a8 wE® .
o8 Bedm amumd B8O owiw NE® wewo
Sodvewsi® ged gimseaws, ©weds GRS,

BT 6 €8 WOYD 2 ivseans &8y 0O e
DOGgn BE 8 Bweyy ewlssnd @28sy »dxY, e®
ewWivEND eom IO B8O 0o OIEn®0 EnBosTn
00857, ®ed WO gdwsT WOHDo.

DB @00 @.t0s. 5.30 g5 w0 Haeowsy §Eoesz00;6)
007 @@ S8 galmrw 02088 8:8B0@2Y9d m »d»
cé.

208B0®27290 SO enmpcd, ¢.ts. 5.490, 2026 e5;efm O
1192 E290a¢a g5.009. 9.30 O ezl & Foddes.

yLClurapsg Cprw i.u. 5.30 weflsgL UEslal L ewwuwired
LOTSRTLILONG — BEWSVSDLOGTIBIEGLD gy B6T
BT 10CVGILI LITT TGOS NG REHIDUGEIT.

Blosvring, . 549, urrrepwsipn 2026 GlsuGriui 11,

2_myridfleoric alearr

Glsusiraflsaslipenio qp.1s. 9.30 wenf] uswr poBlswaussil L g).

It being past 530 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.49 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 11th September, 2026.

yEHOEO BIdm BEnS
QT % E1hd @) 6T(LDHBHICLPeV allewL a6
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

80®uBm eedexdiied ed¢ 8od®ud 8¢
vleolduven BOe® Sodds DusaBe: yoBw

urrbuflur g I6uTaeflesT @HGgIeuLs LITLDLIEH [T 6T
GDISaI ey CFeusNHTeT CFL & HEHSHIL_L Lb:
(psTGeTHM LD
SPECIAL PROJECT TO RESEARCH MEDICAL LINEAGES OF
TRADITIONAL MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS: PROGRESS

2253/2026

1. oc ¢85 8. eselc ®vm
(oressryfl@ 9eds LF. Qurim)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
@e39DS 5% BB ¢LomRSe®sT ey Yy@m - (1):

(@) 1O & como audeds eedes wwIed EBwiesdd

@eDD0IBY 63091500 @O €ne;

(i) ©® eedesdE sy endsT ¥i®BEm, Bews wy
08016 EeDsDoEY 005 05 Daewsy
OMIBDeE;

(i) ©00@s8m oeedsdiied BEdm ©O¢
BO®Bd ©edes W DBET werNeds
Bede;

(1v) oo m»O, wepnewm @B ©d¢ Bo®Bd
23002500 @B,

(V) ouBe c¥wesy wder ed¢ wo®sd B8EIe
e NEO® wews auled:; wleoduves
Goeoe 00n Sods OxwaBer  wew
5B80¢s 05T WS Bedd;

(Vi) et »®, & wew 005t WO B¢ yBsgD
a0 eI e,

(vii) 8 DxsozaBed DEH B yode mOede;
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208Ee®5nd

eseld ®nmn]

(viii) ©® OxeBews’ yoBwew RO B 58, &

wew 05T WOBY ¢ YBHHOE B BOB
»oede;

W53 IR OO e300 IO eBIC?
(40) ezndeed 5®, J ®x¥e?

FHEHTSTTLD

afleor:
(o) @)

(i)

(vi)

(vii)

(vii)

M CeugsFer o g yewidFamyds sl L

Bevsiens yuTGaus wHSHe Fenuullsd Lgey
QFinuiul (Rsirer eweuG i serlss
6TEBOTEUSI1d56M 35 WITE| 6TEITLIENHU|LD;

Guprig UGS WLITS @6, umyoufl
mouggliser, allGrL emeusglw  Bljewrissr
wpmib  Qurg  wmbGeu  Blyewrigerler
6TessTEws 1 d6m 35 CleusuGeumTas WTG) TEITLIENHU|LD;
umgoufw INGEEI DR @Ulii L
W(HSSHIULT LTDLUHISST UDDIW  HH6UVSHET
(HEHSIO  FOL  EDLILTATID  HeT(HeTers T
GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

o Cwesfled,  ewLwmTard  SrewTLILL (HsiTar

L (HSGIULT LITTLDLIEH 66 6TeTens lbends WiTd)
STEOTLIEN S IU|LD;

&L bS ST FTBISBISENT6T LD, NGEEILIN]
ugbusHIssT  GUSE ey CFieusHHTS
uiGeug rmidd] plneusTssnHeE G

H(HSSIL_L T mIdHS TS BIF) 515 (b)
QFLNULILIL (HSTTETST 6TEITLISH SUJLD;

Aewafld,  YEEOSHLSIDG  PSISEE
Qi L BIBSCH TN 6T6MEU6ITEY
STEITLIENS IL|LD;

GumhLig HHSSI_L_Slesr SHBUTeMSHIW

(peSTGSTDHMLD WITG) 6TEITLIEN HU|LD;
ISHMHSSI L SHL  eteualls  pssTGesrmHmpLd
B vemeLQweslsy, HYBDBETH @FIBEDH CFinurcs
Ul L 698155 (Ha6M6iT [Blemev WITd) sTTLISHS LD,

e @)FFem L@ Mledliumymr?

(=) @)ei1@mev, sy6iT?

asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(M

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)
V)

the number of medical practitioners who are
registered with the Sri Lanka Ayurveda
Medical Council;

the number of traditional, specialist and
general physicians who are among them,
separately;

whether the specific medical lineages of
traditional medical practitioners have been
identified by the Medical Council;

if so, the number of medical lineages so
identified;

whether financial provisions were allocated
to the Ayurveda Research Institute under
previous governments for a special project
to research medical lineages;

(vi)
(vii)

(viii)
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if so, the amount of financial provisions
that were allocated therefor;

the current progress of the said project; and

if no progress has been made in the said
project,  the status of the financial
provisions that were allocated therefor?

(b) Ifnot, why

oG (eedes) mBsVe BwBds Swmo (eweds ©Y
B @ B  Peds) s8dded ym
83082 ®)

(wreryll@  (weugdlwir) Bellhs LwFlee - &STHTILD
wHMID Ceu@GsFear 201 & HYWWFFHID HYTFThISS &L Fuesr
PpSHEHTVTFTEYID)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)

@ O

(if)

(iii)

(v)
)

(vi)

(vii)

2026.08.15 8» o» &0 @@bedc eedes
650000 Bwised 8o eeDesOIY 35
28,151 o @nd, 93 4,286ccosy 8w
@otd @B DO Dobm B gr>.

2300®e8 - Bedds - 10,518
€005y (88a0®) - 17,633
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©BNOB.
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B80®8G B8 Doy Drewsy BEHY
Ced.

BEODD  wepn 0o 0B sy
2002505 OO PEBe WE @D,

8Bw C¥ws woer edg 80®ud B8O
@0 NE® w5 DEFRCTNWD GEOS e
dede sleodvenwnmw 00n Seds
OBl wlewd ©dg ©d®ud  BEAe¢
e NE® ©Om 020D, ©I0OBBm
DS GEm® woBvene BOE® @D
8o O1owaBle woen ac® ey 082 5ciE®
wewy Ows 04 e ne BHesOm
BDEOO @3 OHROE Boewwrs O By
@05Y S gr.

200@e8m ©edes B® w.dPuvens BBe®
@D 8wl DsomaBe wdes wewsy oy
08 @3608® wewo GiBweE BCws 350m
yBees @03 WS & g,

2019 obsews’ @o®w & 2022 dEsewsy
@0wsy DO Rudmd By »HE, edwsy
BEOO 0B § Bwomecm® 2024 w0 2025
0008 99 WO OB e IMDBB
CHeony @B and, & wew adas &
088 qw D1 YBaem nExY 2024 DescO
S8 B8Bwm 10z e 2025 D300 Gi8wE
BBuwx 255 Drewsy @dn3 0 & gr.

TMK eBoemm agmoens 0853 eedes
B80®BG WEp GBO eedsdoised Bwa
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BE@eww BB wr gofeems’ ©®w
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DEOC 0dBws eedesdoisTed Snled
BEDc 9O camds DRHOHsT BE@renw
=0 Fo o0 Benn WS gio.
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wn NE ewg, DEBmdame WO, I
O WO @CIBDOD WS FD.

¢ QB WOWBGmB WOB G HEOWIE
euu 8168 s8ecimme m6 - scan -
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o0 B WO F1D.
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TMK ©xs0esaBe

8w B Bw¢® me 288 g¢c
(6i8ai) 8¢c (6i8ad) (5Bad)
2020 - - -
2021 10,000,000.00 1,759,664.00 8,240,336.00
2022 1,500,000.00 697,407.95 802,592.05
2023 3,000,000.00 2,939,423.40 60,576.60
2024 10,000,000.00 4,896,114.38 5,103,885.62
2025 25,000,000.00 8,847,828.93 16,152,171.07
(vill)  @e» yoBe gun (V)8 ¢d gro.
(0) 1 e
(=) (1)  2026.08.15@)6v 2 simemeumrmy oi,u)iGoug L hSHIeu
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(i)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

(vii)
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s Ffseir
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UTSISTSSLILIL (heTersT.

2 _(Heur&sLLL_(H

LSTLTTBTWSS  EHTLUSTISS puiGeus
QI TIFS BIMIUST aUaTTHSSD @i |(HbI
sriFwgd (praerFTensy) Blmieutt
uLl_(heiTeng).

wmdbgeuw  Qumiwd)  eumithgs  yflsTer
LOHMID YHSIUBLD LIHEST PEMEVF dreuly,
LHmILD LwsTLBGS)
Querdls Cagermisafledmhg L1 sl (),
auemall LRSS R, CFllssliul (), srey
FemehAws LBHSSULL DR peusuTiiLIBHSSLI
LIL_(hsiTermenT.

CLPBIGHED BITeMEVLI

CuBs urgisrasiiu (psrer 816  Lsmer
PMEVF Faulg e, 19edl L) QBT Lig
L1 LweTL(BES svBaseir (Scan) Gl
ul @), wWeTerem (ewmuilsd LTGISTHEL
uL_(heiemsst.

sMIGSHIL Curesmey epul L GlueTgls
Cagpmiseafedlphg FNOFwiILC L, Cxilb
Qs@dasiiu’ L. 10 usmer gewsd BmIELS6T
L Qu@RESOUL®), eubleurh  HTEOlID
100 Nyglaser Ffliu’ @), eweu wHSHw

T FT  LD(HSSI6ULDEM BT HEHs@HLD  LDIT S5 T6uwT

QUGS BIVSHEERHGD RIS
Ut @sireme.
TMK QewpmI L 1o
I ﬂ%l THUT® ugiwg';;a; erés Al Qprons
epLITL1) (o) (emuimis)
2020 - - -
2021 10,000,000.00| 1,759,664.00 8,240,336.00
2022 1,500,000.00 697,407.95 802,592.05
2023 3,000,000.00| 2,939,423.40 60,576.60
2024 10,000,000.00| 4,896,114.38 5,103,885.62
2025 25,000,000.00| 8,847,828.93| 16,152,171.07

(viii) Bl er@ermmid GG (Vi) Gl CarHdbsL

ul_(heiTeng).

(=) QurEBhSTSH.

(a) (i) As at 15.08.2026, the total number of

(ii)

medical practitioners registered with the
Ayurveda Medical Council was 28,151 and
4,286 were reported to have died.

Traditional Specialists - 10,518
General Physicians - 17,633

(iif)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

(vii)
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The Ayurveda Medical Council has not
specifically identified the medical lineages
of traditional medical practitioners.

Persons  registered as  traditional
practitioners under Sections 55(1) and 55
(2) of the Ayurveda Act, No. 31 of 1961
are considered to be medical practitioners
belonging to hereditary medical lineages.

Since they have not been specifically
identified, a numerical figure cannot be
provided.

Under the previous governments, a special
project to research the lineage of medical
practitioners was set up at the Bandaranaike
Memorial Ayurveda Research Institute and
under the second phase of the project to
preserve traditional medical knowledge,
provisions had been allocated to implement
it within a period of four years to fulfil
eight objectives.

A sum of Rs. 350 million had been
allocated for the implementation of the
eight objectives specified under the Second
Phase Project for the Preservation of
Traditional Medical Knowledge.

Approval had been obtained to carry out the
activities in 2024 and 2025, which were
scheduled to commence in 2019 and be
completed in 2022, but could not be
completed during that period and the
necessary funds have been allocated
through the annual Budget allocations as
Rs. 10 million for 2024 and Rs. 25 million
for 2025.

The TMK computer software was
developed with the objective of identifying

medical lineages and establishing an
information database containing
comprehensive ~ data  on  medical

practitioners. Of the information relating to
approximately 6,000 medical practitioners
received at the provincial level, the details
of nearly 2,000 practitioners have been
entered into the TMK computer software to
date. It is planned to analyse the data based
on the information entered into the system
in order to accurately identify the respective
medical lineages. Furthermore, in order to
preserve medical books, equipment and
other relevant materials of medical value
possessed by traditional indigenous
medical practitioners,

e Audio-visual programmes documenting
the medical treatments provided by
traditional medical practitioners
belonging to the verified traditional
medical lineages have been produced
and preserved.

e A museum has been established on the
premises of the Bandaranaike Memorial
Ayurveda Research Institute.
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Rare  palm-leaf  manuscripts  of
significant medical value that were in a
state  of deterioration have been
physically restored, re-bound using
cords and threads, classified, entered
into a database and documented.

Eight hundred and sixteen palm-leaf
manuscripts so preserved have been
scanned and preserved using digital
technology.

Of the rare palm-leaf manuscripts that
had undergone treatment with natural
colouring materials and physical
restoration, 10 manuscripts were
selected and transcribed and 100 copies
of each manuscript were printed and
distributed among Central Government
hospitals and provincial Ayurveda
libraries.

Year

Allocation (Rs)

Amount Ex-

pended (Rs.) Balance (Rs.)

2020

2021

10,000,000.00

1,759,664.00 8,240,336.00

2022

1,500,000.00

697,407.95 802,592.05

2023

3,000,000.00

2,939,423.40 60,576.60

2024

10,000,000.00

4,896,114.38 5,103,885.62

2025

25,000,000.00

8,847,828.93 | 16,152,171.07

(viii)

The financial progress is set out in (vii)
above.

(b)  Does not arise.
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@) srempWw PuBIGL LSS TSSeisTar 29D @)eVdhd aileTTeyd S,
- 2254/2026 - aflewLwefllliugn@, Nrsw SewdsFmd Hevai,
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Sjeusrad Coriflujsrari.

The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya, Prime Minister
and Minister of Education, Higher Education and
Vocational Education, has requested for one month’s time
to reply to Question No. 02 - 2254/2026 - raised by the
Hon. Ajith P. Perera, appearing in today's Order Paper.
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MOU BETWEEN SRI LANKA AND INDIA FOR DEVELOPMENT
OF TRINCOMALEE AS AN ENERGY HUB: DETAILS
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&K% TewTLem eV 6T6UTG) swT U GSBIGET
auerrasBisemear Ulalssl CFieusna@ yiflb
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GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;
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asked the Minister of Energy:
Will he inform this House -

(@

(b)

©

)

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

whether a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) has been signed between Sri Lanka
and India for the development of
Trincomalee as an energy hub;

if so, the parties to the said MoU;

the primary objectives sought to be
achieved through the said MoU; and

the expected timeline for achieving those
objectives?

Will he also inform this House, with respect to the
above-mentioned MoU, the -

)

(ii)

(iif)

progress that has been made to date in
establishment of the multiproduct pipeline
between Sri Lanka and India;

steps that have been taken to date in
accordance with the said MoU for the
development of the Trincomalee Tank
Farms; and

progress that has been made to date in
establishment of an Oil Refinery in the
Trincomalee area?

If not, why?

®G a0 WO EBRH® Bwmo (Ddws ey 83F @OsY
@D g@umxs 5% ACRHTB gLImBR)

(orer Ll @ ST HHITHVSE - FIEVDWPSHBIGET LOHMILD
Aallsd aflorer CFemeaumser SeFFHLD LY FohS) JeHLOFF(HLD)
(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Ports and Civil
Aviation and Minister of Energy)

(8)

)

(it)

2.

I. & comn yhmnsigm @@ &
Bewdsmw BHBO wevn  IceTH
3@az50°®D

(iii)

(82)

@v)

)

(i)

(iii)
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(iv)

(<=5) ()
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QLTSS LDDS-
(i) Yes.
(i) 1. The Ministry of Energy to represent the

(iif)

(iv)

)

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka

2. The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas of India representing the Republic
of India

3. The Ministry of Investment of the
United Arab Emirates to represent the
United Arab Emirates.

The parties will engage in discussion on
various projects for the purpose of
developing Trincomalee as an Energy
Hub and with a view to strengthening
energy security for Sri Lanka.

o The parties will continue discussions on
delivery of petroleum products via a
petroleum pipeline to be constructed
from India to Sri Lanka.

e The parties also agree to refurbish and
where required, to develop allied
infrastructure for the Trincomalee Tank
Farm (85 tanks - Upper Tank Farm) to
create a regional Energy Hub.

e The parties will also examine the
potential to supply bunker fuel from
storage for distribution to demand
markets.

e The parties will also engage in
discussions on exploring the potential
of development of a refinery
(hereinafter collectively referred to as
“Project”).

To construct and complete the projects
within 36 months from the date of
obtaining all statutory and other relevant
approvals.

The Government’s objective is to develop
the China Bay area in Trincomalee into a
regional hub for the import, storage and
distribution of petroleum products (Energy
Hub). Following the establishment of the
Energy Hub, a decision will be made on the
establishment of multi-product pipeline
systems between Sri Lanka and India,
based on the infrastructure requirements of
the Energy Hub.
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(ii)

Of the 61 tanks allocated to the Trinco
Petroleum Terminal Limited (TPTL), steps
are currently being taken to invite
Expressions of Interest (EOIs) to select
suitable investors for the development and
utilization of 29 tanks.

Work is currently underway for the
construction of the required pipelines,
rehabilitation of internal roads,
development of jetty facilities and other
related activities.

(iii) No decision has been made to date
regarding the establishment of an oil
refinery in this area.

Not applicable.
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The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake, Minister of
Defence, has requested for one month’s time to reply to
Question No. 04 - 2258/2026- raised by the Hon. Ajith P.
Perera appearing in today's Order Paper.



1.4,

©®® Da8med gDy §eenw wew BORwW BOICE WE @r BT ¢BOr) 88 Vs 853 Bovnx evnm BO168 me @
300w O8 51880 Cmey @m0, BOun (8 0¢wBwn 0509 ®©0 ¥ 1530l ewmdm eOn eI 0 ODwW YR®.

@M

o mitifesri @mugl ugliililnh QFiwel By Lo Hwmssnismarsd swg Lrgluile Gsaflleursds &nlss osemeart Llenp
SmssriLLrg Urd) SewLgs B) surrmisehsr amererL ugliurdflume @ Senilises0 CousT(®HIb.

NOTE
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