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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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INTERACTIVE SESSION ON “SRI LANKA’S DEMOGRAPHIC

FUTURE - UNDERSTANDING DEMOGRAPHIC TRANSITION
AND IMPLICATION FOR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT”
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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DIGITAL FORMAT
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Annual Performance
Report of the Judicial Service Commission for the year
2025.

Ulrgio

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil
Protection.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I present the Annual Performance Report of the
Department of Technical Education and Training for the
year 2025.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and
Human Capital.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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(The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna - Minister of

Plantation and Community Infrastructure)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Prof)) A-HM.H. Abayarathna - Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of

Environment)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe - Minister of Housing,

Construction and Water Supply)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
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HOSTEL FACILITIES AVAILABLE

UnliversityHE! Number of students can be A dated No.of Students | % of Students who were

. Owned [ Rented [ Total eligible for hostels | not eligible for hostels
[University of Colomb I 4647 | 40 [ 4687 [ 7398 [ 366% |
[ sripalee Campus [ 304 | [ 304 [ 304 [ |
[universtty of Peradeniya | 5990 | [ 5990 | 9309 [ 35.7% ]
[university of Sri Jay P [ 3470 | 1609 | 5088 | 8754 [ 41.9% |
[University of Kelaniya ] 5015 | 1158 | 6173 [ 6347 | 21% |
[university of Moratuwa \ 1805 | 60 | 1865 \ 2269 | 17.8% ]
[university of Jaftna \ a4 | ] 3904 | 3658 | -9.2% |
|university of Ruhuna | 5737 | 7 | 5808 | 5250 | -10.6% |
[Eastern University, Sri Lanka | 4149 | | 4149 ] 5478 | 24.3% |
[ Trincomalee Campus | 1362 | | 1362 [ 1334 | 2.1% |
[South Eastern University of Sri Lanka [ 3733 | | 3733 \ 6364 | 41.3% ]
[Rajarata University of Sri Lanka [ ar9s ] 201 [ 4997 [ 8242 | 4% |
|sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka | 3136 [ 2467 I 5603 [ 9613 | 1.7% \
[wayamba University of Sri Lanka | 3853 | | 3853 [ 4010 | 3.9% ]
uva Wellassa university ® - ] 504 | 1639 [ 2143 ] 1920 [ 1.1% B
|university of Visual & Performing Arts \ 124 | ] 1524 | 1627 | 6.3% j
tandg ol Untvarsity ol ol ’ 156 y an ‘ 567 f 882 [ 35.7% \
|university of Vavuniya,Sri Lanka | 992 I [ 992 [ 1000 | 0.8% |
|Swamy Vipulananda Institute of Aesthetic Studies | 380 | 40 | 420 ] 818 [ 48.7% |
[Institute for Agro Technology and Rural Sck [ 400 [ [ 400 [ 47 [ 65% |
(Institute of Technology University of M o | 1792 | [ 1792 | 1600 | -120% |
ucsc 66 66 138 52.2% |
Total 57748 7762 65510 87071 248% [
Note:

(1) The criteria for selecting students for hostel accommodation differ from one university to another. Some hostels may be undergoing renovation. Sometimes, not all
available places were filled because fewer students applied for accommodation and refund the applications.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Speaker, the Answer is as follows:

(a) (1) The construction of 962 incomplete housing
units have been completed and number of
houses handed over to the beneficiaries are
629. The number of houses scheduled to be
handed over to the beneficiaries are 333.

(i) Disaster housing projects, the Indian
Housing Project and estate housing projects
are being implemented on land provided by
the Government.

e Under disaster housing projects, 392
housing units are currently under
construction through District
Secretariats, while the construction of
118 housing units have been completed
and are scheduled to be handed over to
the beneficiaries.

e Under Phase IV of the Indian Grant
10,000 Housing Project, the
construction works of 522 housing
units, out of 1,300 housing units under
construction, have been completed and
are scheduled to be handed over to the
beneficiaries.

(iii) The policy of the Government is to provide
a house with a 10-perch plot of land for the
plantation community.

Accordingly, under the ongoing Indian
Grant Housing Programme, housing
projects have been initiated in 129 estates
for 2,184 beneficiaries who have met the
primary eligibility criteria to receive a
house, and the beneficiary list categorized
by estates is tabled* as Annex 01.

(iv)  Allocations are not directly earmarked for
the New Villages Development Authority
for the Plantation Region - NEVIDA - and
allocations for the development
programmes of that Authority are provided
through the allocations of the Ministry of
Plantation and Community Infrastructure.

Accordingly, allocations for the years 2025
and 2026 have been earmarked as follows.

2025 Allocation (29.01.2025)
2026 Allocation (09.02.2026)

LKR 42.5 million

LKR 85 million

®O O] wesIessy Dwmn

(oressryfl @ wGerr &Gemrasir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

Hon. Prime Minister, does it include the capital

expenditure as well?

* gedmwmed md go.
* s Blewevw G S0 sweusi s (BHersnsy.
* Placed in the Library.

208Ee®5nd 974

@0 (890283) 08B ¢®5eyBes
(wressrfl@ (STBlF) anfesf ojwreEfw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Yes.

®5 O ®wesIessT Dwmo

(oressrLyfl@ w@err &Gewwrasir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

Could you provide a breakdown of the allocations?

@S (§0028w) BB ¢®5eyBew

(wrevrfl@ (sevrBld)) amiflesf oy @)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sorry, I do not have that information right now. But, I

will provide it to you.

(v) No.

(vi) Under the Indian Grant 10,000 Housing
Project, construction works of 522 housing
units, out of the 1,300 units, have been
completed and these houses are scheduled
to be handed over to the beneficiaries.
Furthermore, preliminary work is currently
underway to construct 2,529 housing units
under this scheme in this year.

(vii) It is a formal notification document
informing that the beneficiary has met the
primary eligibility criteria to receive a
house under Phase IV Stage 2 of the Indian
Grant Housing Project.

®5 O ®wesIessT Dwmo

(oressrLyfl@ wGerr &Gswrasir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

Was it done through Government intervention?

@S (§0028w) BB ¢®5eBw
(revrfl@ (sevrBldl) amfeshl owr@flw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Yes.

(viii) Distribution of lands reserved for tea
cultivation in plantation areas to the
community could impact the tea economy,
the lands available in estate regions are
limited and also, lands are limited due to the
reason of exposing several areas to
landslide risks.

I am sure, the Hon. Member is well aware
of these facts.

Therefore, the feasibility of constructing
apartment complexes for the convenience
of the plantation community is currently
being explored, but a final decision has not
yet been taken in that regard.

(b)  Does not arise.
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Hon. Mano Ganesan, you may ask your first

Supplementary Question.
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Hon. Member, there is no dispute that you have been
concerned about the issues of the Malaiyagam
community; I do not think anyone disputes that.

Now, [ am going to invite the relevant Minister, whose
name also you mentioned, to respond in detail to the
questions that you raised.
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that the Central Bank
of Sri Lanka has provided instructions to
install Automated Teller Machines - ATMs
- equipped with voice guidance and Braille
keyboards in order to safeguard the
financial privacy of visually impaired
persons when carrying out banking
transactions;

(i) whether he admits that the mobile
applications and websites of banks should
comply with the International Web Content
Accessibility Guidelines;

(iii)) the measures that will be taken to establish
these technical and audio facilities in all
public and private banks; and

(iv) whether a specific time frame will be
presented for the implementation of the said
programme in its entirety?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether the Central Bank of Sri Lanka
conducts proper compliance audits in
relation to the implementation of the
financial inclusion directions by banks;

(i) the measures that will be taken against
banks and insurance companies that violate
Consumer Charters; and

(iii)  whether steps will be taken to establish a
"Special Consumer Relief Mechanism"
under the Central Bank of Sri Lanka to
provide relief to persons with disabilities
who encounter unfair treatment within the
banking system?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Nishantha Jayaweera - Deputy Minister of
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(@) @s1@med, srein?

asked the Minister of Public Administration,

Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(i) there is a shortage of staff in the newly
established Divisional Secretariats in the
Nuwara Eliya District;

(i) the public is facing inconvenience due to

the inadequate building facilities in the
aforesaid offices; and

(i) more than a thousand people receive

services from a single Grama Niladhari
Division?

(b)  If so, will he inform this House of the measures

that will be taken to resolve the aforesaid
problems?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Prof.)) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna - Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government)
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(=) @sirCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development:

Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

whether he is aware that an interest rate of
15 per cent was provided for fixed deposits
of Rs. 1.5 million for senior citizens;

whether he admits that the Budget
Proposals  presented on 17.02.2025
proposed to provide an additional interest
of 3 per cent above the prevailing market
rate for fixed deposits with a value of Rs. 1
million maintained by senior citizens;

whether he is aware that the senior citizens
are not entitled to the said additional
interest of 3 per cent for fixed deposits
opened after 31.12.2025;

whether action will be taken to extend this
interest concession to public servants and
individuals who attain senior citizen status
after 31.12.2025, taking into consideration
the hardships caused to them by their
exclusion; and

whether action will be taken to
continuously provide the said interest
concession even after the expiry of the
deposit period of depositors who currently
maintain fixed deposits under this interest
concession?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning)

@01 ®OINGDROA, GeE, BHOBOmm ©wY sl
0080 2@ n® OMedsT & OO ydmwed B8Exno
BB * IO,

* eedus On nd» ¢ 8E90:
* FLTLTL_SBN60 sweudsLILIL L aflsor !
* Answer tabled:

(@) (1) @D. 88y yodBuried s msinny EDREdsy

Bwwd 15 Bode o gpmumerd c@ 8O
@O 2015 d8ved @0y W 2022 VFendds
019 8» ¢ HdOm mom & 0®® mne
©B0edcwd gog drm 00n 0ndwe gn ol
25020000 Bwedn 688 e50end® Bewn 2024 0¢e @28
@ OO endP0 By GBeE Bwxm 88,369.44:F
2024 gowony mabned wy 2025 Dl ne evds BO
OB &

(i) @D cO® ORIV wWOo BEBIvy wewr ewEe
Dnewsl B @i DS mten  ©wmd
goyomed -AWFDR- 8wwd 3» gows dmn =0
0838w Yoo BusTed s misten wews P &Y
IO wos Daews’ YOO edege owmg OB
DS mfen 0B gmwmed D& Bwwd 4.5
80 gug yBRwwE 00O DRews wden!
B,

(i) 2. e § 88 2025.07.01 » &0 2025.12.31 &»
¢ R0 DR®BIHD Buwi®@m § 82y ©850 ewd
80 @e0 Boam WO @ 8GOS msTen) wewo BOen
©®® e wHmIs C 0 C&.

(iv) ©® OO YEu Guwmz) B8sY EOd BETen wewo
G @) el FPnEs’ VD D@V WOen
Ch ¢5¥ 08 yBanwd Ot wwes D0V BORL
07 008 D@EOWD HwsOm BBe® gdwsmds
815 EED §no PEBeLE @Ds mzen el
oo BICRS @B G af Hoowr & BEICD
OB BEE D YASH B Boenw 0300 adwxs
2NIBTOCO 0w WO a>.

(V) .

(9) @cE ©0ed.

@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

006 Bewden 27(2) wden ydme, oo ¢88nm0esy
geeWHmEmET Owmn.

oc 885 eygd®des
256D )

(wressryll@ Fedls LIBTLgTeW - 6T8lTESL & WpFHeveuT)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®wm (B85dd wbdded

OO DIIBNBH) O

(LomevsTLLOl@ FUTBTWST HjeuTH6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o0 dule He®OB, VIR®ed point of Order d=
o@mate?

@0 885 eg®cies Dwmo

(wrevsryflg Fedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

O DONEDHROB, ©® ©® pointof Order Oz ©n
2o0s¥esy  Seodvermi®  &H0Hds  Bewlew  elen,
28Ee0xIn (AERHE ¥ DOy®Ig) s wdeds. AP0
DORO Bedmyds, BwE OIFOCBIO I ¥ ©OIHO
BICROO. VIR WWILNEWHD gDEHD I ¢BIBN,
point of Order ®z2 raise »osim. © Bewo ©© ©®
30830ed & B0, B0 (8 Bedw DIy amd point
of Order o= raise »osim. ©O SO gdEGD
@¢mde?

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0; Bote 00RO, wvIznemH®  raise ®»oy
modens point of Order O es0edd Bwey @O yma
®Eo 027, AIHSed point O e@iwute BwE Bwsis.

©G 885 0@ Owm

(wrevsrflg sedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

R ON®O & EDEID EA ¢ e PO DD
Ch eI Bo 00 9F80 momo.

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTLll@ FUTHTWST Sj6uTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

dew® point of Order ®»m= oy, o6 Suse
NBDROB. 06w 53BN, ©®wWO BN BwE Hew® point
of Order &z 3, ©6; Sufs 20EHHOB. VI
point of Order ®z BwsIw.

OO OB WO IBED DvD0
(orenTyfl@ Swhs &HETTS V)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)
$1e0J00 O Dred eDETD deaw:.

OS WOBNBHB o\

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

ez mR® raise moy mdenes point of Order Owzs
02008 BecEr O BOD. a¢bdhrn ©IFnesd point Omz=!
raise weo. Jmx point of Order O e50edd8 Bwecy ©©
BODa. [Docdr E®]

@G 885 0@ Owm
(wreflg Fedls LNGrgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
& Dred® .

OO DOIBINBHR Do

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

© Bors 20n®B, VAn®ied point & Bwasis.

©0 885 0@ Dwmo

(wresstyfl g edls LNCrgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

& D1ed® Omn, ©®. ©0; eYI@IRBwE WKIed PBIB
oo e® Widems OO 5WRED gddene WOBIB
D OBB. 00m HHBm qdiwd BEde ydmws, BBw o
00w B8Ea¢ yudmwe. Emrwem® E8n wimm 8JQ edmo.
Sewn 008 m@ds.



1001 308Ee®xInd 1002

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o0 Sue nemn®B, & point of Order O=z=
©50edE.

@0 88 g®cies Dwmo

(wressryfl g Fedls LNCrgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

®0 gdEND A e¢sIB). IOE OFHwem OBR®0
¢530,-

OO DAIBNWBDHR o

(orenTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

D, DD OF D 50emROB, GO BOBD ©wY
805D @0 wsy Proceedingsdc ¢80 w3 e®ien ©38
Beadmrds 5@ ImO aed O mOsTH OmOB DI
ISt

@G 885 0@ Owm

(wrewryll@ Fedld LICTwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

OO0 DOIBNIDROB, @ED @ 0ed BBw ¥ 0®as
88dec ydmew Beadmdr Cnuemn® 08 Bwmd.
BBLysied EBn qmoEEnd. Emwem® 88E Edn B
0D, eOm EH® WO HBTIDHO ® PO Wi O®
Beso BordsvewnsI® BBn v e, -

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o0 Sue nemn®A, &» point of Order O=z=
©0ed&.

©0 @880 geel BRI OB n®o.

@G 8885 0@ Owm
(wrewrfl@ Fedlg LNCTwgTe)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

90 40RO ecsiDy. [£2ds O]

@O DIBNBHD O
(oTeTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

&gz point of Order o2 ©20e08, ©d SoFs
NSDROB. [Daids 5EB]
OO qeelWWmEINCE OG0B, IS  &HdJ

Boewde 27(2) sdenf ydmw raise »osIs.

@G 8385 0®ce Owmo

(wressryflg Fedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

©0 aDefD eI, [@rdds HEO] qDEDD @™, [@oids
DE0] 0@ @®ew® mBedsI® FW.

@G BBeg 3088 Bwedms Onmo
(wresyll@ FU_LSgTemt swrdp wGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
O mOvNE®BOA, [ rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO0 ¢88 Bwewdms ©xEne, RAn®ed point of
Order & Bwsis.

©C BBt ¢088 Bwedms dvmo

(wrewryfl@ FLLsgremnt! swrdm ewCsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

6] DOITNEDROB, @sewrs’ e® s8Eed®sIned
Bodny ©wd®ynw »OB, Sue RO NEOE KB
drews’ DcodmOn Bedm mdamen B8EIcD WD
DOm0 IO 98 e¢m . I HOK wdycaws.

OO DOIBTNBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 OB, 80dd Bewdw 27 (2) wdent & ydmw

a»sIBY B BesIs.

@G BBeg 3088 Bwedms dnmo

(wressryfl@ F L Sgrent swrdpP mwGsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

B0 WOINBDHROB, I®0 I» Besisy @b ecsim.
& 00 8Eedsined w®ims ®wdyew. RIS &
8®yewd O WOBIB).

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o0  aB8nrnesd geeddBWmEDE  OEn®A,
RN d B0H0S Bewlw 27 (2) wden’ ydmw gnsim.

@0 885 eg®cies Dwm
(wressryflg sedls LNGrwgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@O0 QBB

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0; Bue HEHHOB, VIO O W EED BDD
ey, g2 point of Order &8 050008 BwkEa.

©0 885 0@ Owmo
(wrevstyflg Fedls LNGrwgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

©0 G WOBIBY gDWLD ©¢BIB).

OO DOIBIBHR Do

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWSEST Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

RINDO N WOTH gD e¢xIm I point of
Order 922 ©@250008.

@01 888m50¢sY @eeBHENCE OIEROB, EGds
Boewlo 27(2) soer ydmw 9e8ss mOBI®. [@ds BEO]
@0 Sorle EDHOE, VID® WS WSEI Dl eDBIB).
[@000 550] ©S1 @88mB30esT geelBBEENCST OEHOA,
RI&ed yEdme raise mOsIH.



1003 2026 e5E821@28 09 1004

esed®EmO e ® e®xT g8y y@me
H6vfl 9 MlaildhH6v cLpev ailesTm
QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE

O5Y5100® 8% re®FOS® gmd OB wWir @edDd
G000y B

wesresrmi - @)y Goerveurid @)ewL Guiwimest Liwiessilgssir
&L1L60 CFemeausnw oy ribLildse0

COMMENCEMENT OF FERRY SERVICE BETWEEN MANNAR
AND RAMESWARAM

@G §8Em 5T gecdBmENesT Ovmo

(orenTLLll@ LT SBTHET HjewL_ds3 6V BT 60T)

(The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan)

Qesemrey FUTBTWST HeuisGer, LTTTEHLETD BHlewsvullwimh
&L ewer 27(2)@)6i 1D HIewmWpoHmIS6T wHMID faisy ailrer
Cremeusmssr ewwdafl1b Casral CslLsnHE MW SS55D G
mesTml!

@ evnisnsuilest  westesrr  WHMID  @)hFlwrailsr  HLolp
priigepsiter  @rrGwevsurd  @ew_Guw  Coriy  Liwenflseir
sliuey Gremeusww YL@ Sl @)reanr® BT (s EnHsdE,
@ ewL_Guiwmesr LswTUTL (), Feps WPMID UTSSEH 2 M6y HHET
UILILBHSSHID LPHBWLTOTOST([H BL6UIyHenHWTEHLD. &)bobd
Cgeweu Llyrpglw  @ewenwrtienu  GuwbuBsHl, SHHmIVT,
LoHMILD @evLuilevresr 2 meysemer
oards @il @ euenssuiled ClFwsLLIL 2 6Terg).

QU HSHHID LD& 61T

1. Qesiensullsr werermi whmib @)hSlwrallsr siilp
priigesiter  @rrGsveurid @ewt Guiwmesr CBrig
Lwenflgst sl Gemeusmiws YribLils@ S b
STETRISEESIES 2 sTensr!  @)gerepsd  LArmhgw
@ewentiisn  GbuBdgausnETer wpwndl  eTgib
2 6iTergmr?

2. @Qbsd  sULd  Gaewmeuullsst QU meTTHTY, Feps
whgid  UTSISTUILS &P55
FTSBISIn )16 ENVEVE S| L ILITIIe 6T
GunGsrereriiLi’ (hereresreum?

3. Qss
BEOL(Pe»DLILIBSGSHIUBNEBTT  &HT6VS015(H

BTEHEHBISHET

Gremeusmis
LoHMILD
peTEm i’ L & L_enLoliL], SIeMIPSH eUTBIGHET

SLILI6V

Gubur® wHMID FHBIGF CFWETIPHDEHET 6TEU6MTH)

S0 Ciu’ (Hsirerest 6TETLIENS SO LOEFFIT

aflerd@euryr?

4, Lwesflssr LUTgsTiLy, @gwflew wHmibd @)bslw
YFlsrflaepLer @B BrHSEHD  (@)ewanTh
QFEwMHLBUBD  THUL Sdnlqlll  FOUTHEMET T
sTEIGUTM) WSHWITeNS S L LOHSIm?

5. @)bss HLILL CFeDeuIITEV UL LOTHTET L0ddbENH:ELD,
@evmiews - @bSwr  @ewL Cuiwimest
2 meyseflaid sTHLIGID HETen LOHEIT 6T6dT6uT 7

LevoLy

®G a0 WO EBRH® Bwmo (Ddw ey 83F @OsY

@D g@umxs 5% ACRHTB gLImBR)

(oreryLll® ST HHMTHVSE - FIEVDWPSHBIGET LOHMILD

Aaflev afloTer CFemeaudsiT B eHWFF([HLD UIFHD W LOFF(HLD)

(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Ports and Civil

Aviation and Minister of Energy)

OO0 OBIEnOB, @ weITVews ylew @BH
gnemer ©0®mB »OBE dBTes’. @ 8Eac
00EH T BEIE OO0 B ecmBsl G e¢sim®.

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B0Ds Bewden 27(2) wded Begw ydme, ©d
BIGHBBWBY 05y BOLT Cres@rBmO® Dwnn.

I

ey hBsied ©md B8O 8¢ O
@m®e308e805wied Dalmied g8-q WO €H
e3®R5IVD Sed eDSwW
&0.6T. evfls 2 MenLodssir 2 wiiensmesfls e
MWl ensullspisitar el wiBIS6T smresr T FTBIsgd 6T
Bleweorium(

GOVERNMENT'S STANCE ON MATTERS IN REPORT OF UN
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

O BB R BB GotsyTIBCSY Goes@onm® wmo

(oressTyif@ FremTdhdlwet rTEoLSS et @)rraLomentain)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon Speaker, I would like to ask this Question under
Standing Order No. 27(2) from the Hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism.

In light of the written update of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights to the Human Rights
Council and the Government’s written response to
matters raised by OHCHR, I ask:

(a) The Government states that it is committed to
investigating credible allegations of conflict-
related violations and bringing persons against
whom sufficient evidence exists before competent
courts. Does the Government stand by this
position before the Human Rights Council and
does it consider the measures communicated to
OHCHR sufficient to address the High
Commissioner’s concerns on accountability?

Sir, very clearly, the UN High Commissioner’s
written update states that lack of progress on
emblematic cases and accountability s
concerning. Some media channels are reporting it
incorrectly and that is not what the High
Commissioner’s update states.

(b)  What position has the Government communicated
internationally regarding prosecutions for enforced
disappearances, including whether the 2018 Act
has been used in any prosecution and whether
credible allegations involving State officials are
being pursued?

Sir, as the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi, we have
welcomed the High Commissioner’s update and
have also expressed our disappointment on the
lack of progress by the Government. Also, we
have appreciated certain steps taken such as the
action taken on the emblematic case of former
Vice Chancellor Raveendranath, over which
Pillayan had been arrested. We have also
welcomed and appreciated the work that the
Government is doing with regard to Easter Sunday
attack. But, my question is specifically about the
2018 Act being used for prosecution.
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Given the victim community’s lack of confidence
in domestic mechanisms and as an elected
Representative of that community, I place on
record that the Tamil victim community rejects
any domestic mechanism alone as an adequate
response. What position has the Government
communicated to OHCHR regarding meaningful
international participation, independent
prosecutors, international forensic expertise,
victim and witness protection and examination of
serious human rights violations and international
crimes, including command responsibility?
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What position has the Government communicated
to OHCHR regarding the Chemmani-
Siththupaththi mass grave, including the reported
recovery of 582 sets of human remains and
international forensic assistance?

Sir, the Government of Sri Lanka, the Sri Lanka
Police and the Judiciary have explicitly said that
they do not have the expertise to do DNA
matching et cetera and the court has also stated
that a reputable institution has to do it. The Hon.
Minister of Justice and National Integration, on a
previous occasion, told me that they will divide
this process into two and expedite the DNA
sampling and the testing while the excavations are
ongoing. We appreciate the excavations that are
happening, but there is nothing that is being done
on DNA sampling.

The Government states that the majority of lands
previously utilized by security forces have been
returned. Will the Minister state what information
has been provided internationally on all State-held
or State-claimed land, including land under the
military, the Department of Archaeology, the
Forest Department, the Department of Wildlife
Conservation and the Mahaweli Authority of Sri
Lanka?

Sir, I saw the update where the Minister had said
that over 250 parcels of land belonged to the
military have been released, but we have not seen
that happen on the ground. I know, there are a
couple of lands that have been released in
Batticaloa, one land in Ampara and a road has also
been opened up in Vasavilan. But, in Palaly,
people are protesting for the tenth consecutive
week and in Myliddy and Keppapilavu in
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Mullaitivu also, people are protesting. So, I do not
understand what the Government's response to the
OHCHR is about the 250 parcels of land, which is
why I need the list of lands that had been released,
as per the Government.

What commitment has the Government
communicated internationally regarding an
immediate moratorium on the PTA, the release of
political prisoners and its repeal?

The High Commissioner's statement, Sir, very
explicitly states that the proposed draft law is far
worse than the existing PTA. I do not know why
the Government media channels and the
Government Representatives who welcome and
try to claim mileage out of it are not saying that.
The High Commissioner has explicitly said that
the Protection of the State from Terrorism Act, the
PSTA, or whatever your draft law is, is far worse
than the existing PTA.

What position and timetable has the Government
communicated to the UN regarding the Provincial
Councils  Elections, the promised new
Constitution and meaningful devolution?

For the guarantee of non-recurrence of the issues
faced, Sir, there needs to be a political solution,
where political power is shared. We see no
progress on that. I am a Member of the
Parliamentary Select Committee appointed to go
into the electoral system for Provincial Council
Elections to be held, and it is a time-wasting
exercise. We have very clearly said that the
Government's intention is to delay elections using
the Select Committee. Meaningful devolution
could, obviously, happen, if there is a new
Constitution and that is when we can talk about it,
which is highly unlikely.

Given that the Government has declined to engage
with OSLAP, despite its repository containing
over 123,000 items from more than 500 witnesses
and sources, how does the Government reconcile
this refusal with its stated commitment to
accountability and international cooperation?
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Defence, I move,

>

“That the Bill be now read a Second time.”
G 3008588 o GE.

fledTIr ST(BIGHMIDLILIGILIHD .
Question proposed.
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(orevrLfl@ FUTHTWST Sy6uTse)

(The Hon. Speaker)

To start the Debate, the Hon. Major General (Rtd.)
G.D. Sooriyabandara. You have 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri. You have 15 minutes.
Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER lefi the Chair, and DEPUTY
CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.) HEMALI

WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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Hon. Ajith P. Perera, your time is up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have to wind up now. I will have
to call upon the next speaker.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, now, I will call upon the next speaker,
the Hon. M.K.M. Aslam. You have ten minutes.
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(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. You have eight
minutes.

[2.16 p.m.]

O BBeg 595 wBO wmo
(orevrfl@ FLL_Ggrewt] ress andin)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, today, we are discussing the
Chief of Defence Staff (Repeal) Bill, which we all agree
with. Now that several years have passed since the war
has been concluded in the country, such a position may
be considered superfluous or unnecessary and therefore,
that could be done away with for reasons of saving
money.

However, when we look at today’s newspapers, we
can see that we are in a very unenviable position. Our
position in the Indian Ocean at a very strategic location is
always both an advantage and also a disadvantage when
it comes to diplomacy with competing powers. Now, we
see that the Indian Minister of Defence has arrived here
to sign some defence agreements. We also read that US
emissaries were to come here and hold talks about
maritime cooperation. Similarly, we have other
competing powers like China in the vicinity, who are also
having strategic interests in our seas.

Now, I would like to deal briefly with another matter. If I
am to say it in Sinhala, ¢ed $03eBn® eAGOE dEBed
DO WO @00 DS v¥m, I, B8 edm GeEiD®
D10EW 8.eRdHW BB eWMYOBHO gg BIcd 8D
©® 380 O Bedmd Dred SO HOB @ud WETI.
D, 90 & o B WO wsles myw. NS 8O
BNIBBRD0 000 Di0ecmr »HOB. 8Eed®sin wwo
obved » WO DD god O BEac Byw g
"9 RROR" BwEs BODs. S DaoE gsiedEmemd
Yoo, 0 020008 00 Burtm wslerd. Jed BNE®wB
©eOTEO® Y@-wdd = O BBWO WS WO GBS OH S
Beamds. In ¢8 B8osim vy JedvewsI® 9dim
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Y00 0IIBedd ywidwxw OCEC e Bde®2 dn®
Boy m0ed 9G8 omds 00 Bwdsim®. Sir, 1 quote
from the "Newswire" report of 05th March, 2026.

"....asked whether Sri Lanka’s humanitarian assistance to the
Iranian crew will likely aggravate the United States,..."

The President said,

“ 'This is in no way extending support to war. This is
concerning lives. As a country it is our duty to protect them. That is
our approach’,  he said adding that any country which needs
assistance in such a situation will receive Sri Lanka’s support. 'What
they must question is if we are not acting according to International
Conventions'.... ”

So, it received plaudits by everybody. The news report
went on to state that the President reiterated that Sri
Lanka will remain an independent and neutral country
and that he also stated, I quote:

“"We are not partisan to any country, nor are we subject to any
country. We are a sovereign nation', he said ...."

We all are proud of what he says.

...... adding that the Government’s responsibility is to the State,
its people and the seas and that the country and its citizens will
remain the Government’s priority".

That is what the President said at that time.

Sir, subsequent to this incident where an Iranian naval
frigate was sunk by a torpedo by the US forces, there was
another news report by the Associated Press dated 06
March, 2026 titled “Sri Lanka takes custody of an Iranian
vessel off its coast after US sank an Iranian warship”
which states, I quote:

“...204 sailors of the IRIS Bushehr were brought to Welisara
Naval Base near the capital, Colombo. About 15 others have been
left aboard the ship with Sri Lankan naval personnel for assistance
because they had reported a fault with the ship. The Iranian sailors
are interpreting operational instructions, manuals and logs for their
Sri Lankan counterparts. He said the ship will be taken to the port of
Trincomalee in eastern Sri Lanka, and remain in Sri Lankan custody

until further notice.”

And, what the President said in that regard, I would
like to quote, as reported by the Associated Press:

"Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake said late
Thursday that the authorities decided to take control of the IRIS
Bushehr after discussions with the Iranian officials and the ship’s
captain, after one of its engines failed.

'We have to understand that this is not an ordinary situation. It’s
a request by a ship belonging to one party to enter into our port. We
have to consider that according to the international treaties and

conventions',..

He also tweeted under his "X" handle, as reported in
the news report of the Associated Press, which states, I
quote:

"Separately on Friday, He wrote on X: '"No civilian should die
in wars. Our approach is that every single life is as precious as our
own.'"

The news report further states, I quote:

"Dissanayake said Sri Lanka was guided by neutrality while
seeking to uphold humanitarian principles.

'We have followed a very clear stance. We will not be biased
to any State nor we will be submissive to any State', he said."

We welcome that; it is a very good position.

The Iranian Embassy has been making a request to
our Defence Ministry. In that particular vessel, three
sailors who have been there for more than six months are
now fatigued and are also mentally weak. They have
been, at a stretch, on the vessel. So, now, the Iranian
Government has made a diplomatic request to replace
those three sailors with three new sailors and to send
them home. The Indian Government had replaced 31
sailors on a similar Iranian ship and had allowed them to
go home. Their families are very anxious. Now, to that
request, Sir, our Ministry of Defence has given
permission. They have said, “We have no objection. They
can be replaced.” But, unfortunately, our Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism is
keeping silent. They are not acting on that request; they
are not giving permission. Those poor sailors are so
fatigued, mentally impacted and their families are
anxious. Particularly even after the Indian Government
had sent those sailors from the vessel docked in India
back to Iran, we are not allowing those three people to go
back home. Therefore, I appeal the Hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism,
through the Hon. Leader of the House, to kindly give
permission to send those sailors back home so that they
could join their families and to allow three new sailors to
come in. Of course, with the blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz, this vessel cannot go back to Iran either. So, it
will have to be docked for further time, perhaps. When
hostilities subside, they can, of course, be sent back. That
also did not happen when there was a lull in hostilities;
when there were peace talks, they could have been sent
back, but that did not happen. But, in this situation, at
least, this simple request of replacing three sailors, I
hope, the Government would positively look at and
without any further delay, permit that replacement.

Thank you.

®6; Bendss HOr1zNEHD)

(oressryfl@ gl surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Hasara Liyanage. You have ten
minutes.

[e.00. 2.24]

©C BB wesd Bumed OnsIda

(oreryflg #LSgrent (FHwd) ansrrr eflwearGs)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Hasara Liyanage, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera. The Floor is yours
and you have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Sellathamby Thilaganathan. You have
ten minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika Athauda to the Chair?
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LTI TEBLOGTDS FeDLI (P66 (HLD)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the

House of Parliament)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika Athauda
do now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. (MRS.) SAGARIKA ATHAUDA took the Chair.
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And, if I just say that in English, the President has
decided to negotiate with the Regional Plantation
Companies to extend their lease agreements. Anybody
who owes a duty of care or has a responsibility towards
the upcountry community should oppose that because
there are almost another 15 years for the lease to be over.
And, today, we are speaking about extending the lease
agreements of 20 Regional Plantation Companies, most
of whom are exploiting the people. You need to
understand a very simple thing. When you look at these
20 Companies, 16 out of them have been showing only
losses for the past God knows how many years. So, what
is the point in extending the lease for those companies
which are showing losses? I hope all of you in the ruling
party and even in the Opposition would understand a very
simple thing, which is, today, your fight is not with me or
the others. That is a different matter. Heads come before
people. Today, I will be in politics and tomorrow, I
would not be in politics; it does not change my life. But,
at the same time, we all need to understand the character
in this whole narrative. Who is at fault and who is guilty
are the Regional Plantation Companies and what they are
doing is, they are sitting back watching politicians
criticize each other, watching your Representatives
criticize me and me criticize you. But, that is not the case,
we all are working for the same people.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.”
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 5 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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It being 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday,
10th September, 2026.
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SIDDHA MEDICINE GRADUATES OF JAFFNA AND EASTERN
UNIVERSITIES: HOSPITALS FOR INTERNSHIP
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Sjeui @)FFewudE plelliimyr?

(=) B)etTGmev, eyear?

asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
Will he inform this House the -

(@

(b)

(M

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

Indigenous medicine hospitals approved by
the Ministry for Siddha medicine graduates
passing out from the University of Jaffna
and the Eastern University to undergo
mandatory internship training, separately
according to each district;

number of Siddha medicine graduates
admitted to each hospital, providing
internship training facilities in each year
from 2021 to 2025, separately;

districts  lacking facilities to provide
internship training for Siddha medicine
graduates of the above universities; and

reasons for the absence of internship
training facilities in any of the indigenous
medicine hospitals situated in those
districts?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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(ii)

(iif)

(iv)
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2021 &80 2025 o8z wewr derenm @B
BIQ 0001 eoBnBsY wead swm 82
@d.

2021-43

2022 -49

2023 - 68

2024 - 122

2025-43

REIES - ©OW, DSBS

BBO - EHHOS, HDSOEW

DD - DICC, DT, HORBT @O
B0 - B5IHN0O, YEBD
NEODEC - §®00

DB - WSIFOC, YIDCEO

CROL B¢ - @T00YTW, @ IBIBDHD
C90 - AEE G, @O
BACHOYD - SFHYC, OCC
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(if)
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2021
Caigasliu’ L Ass wmsbHeuls Ll L grflseflsr

a0 2025 suemgwirer Sy esT(HH6 L

eTevTensfld6m s LilstTeuHLommy:

2021 - 43
2022 - 49
2023 - 68
2024 - 122
2025 - 43
Guosd - SIDLADT, HEh5SISHD
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(@) TOHYDLIWGTHTS.

(@)

(b)

)
(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

Details are given in Annex.

The number of Siddha medical graduates
recruited during 2021-2025 is as follows:

2021 -43

2022 -49

2023 - 68

2024 - 122

2025-43

Western Province - Gampaha, Kalutara
Central Province - Kandy, Nuwara Eliya

Southern Province - Galle,  Matara,
Hambantota

Northern Province- Mannar, Mullaitivu

Eastern Province - Ampara

North-Western Province - Kurunegala,
Puttalam

North-Central Province- Anuradhapura,
Polonnaruwa

Uva Province - Badulla, Monaragala

Sabaragamuwa Province -
Kegalle

Ratnapura,

The absence of Supervising Medical
Officers required to attach all Intern
Medical Officers.

The Siddha medical system is not being
implemented as an inpatient healthcare
service in most of the districts.

Does not arise.

* gedmwmed md go.
* s Blewevw G S0 sweus s (Bersnsy.
* Placed in the Library.
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)
V)

(vi)

(vii)

the names of the hospitals approved by the
Ministry  for  Indigenous  Medicine
Graduates to undergo their mandatory
internship training, separately according to
each district;

the maximum number of Siddha, Ayurveda,
and Unani undergraduates that can be
admitted to each hospital equipped with
facilities to provide the said internship
training, separately;

whether short-term or long-term plans have
been prepared by the Ministry to develop
Ayurveda hospitals situated in districts
lacking the necessary facilities for
internship training by equipping them with
such facilities;

if so, the details of the said plans;

if such plans have not been prepared up to
now, the reasons for it;

whether steps will be taken to provide such
facilities in, at least, one Ayurveda hospital
within the year 2027 in the districts that lack
the necessary facilities for internship
training up to now; and

if not, the details regarding the time period,
the expected financial allocations and the
methodology of implementation required to
establish such facilities in every district?

If not, why?
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The hospitals approved by the Ministry for
internship training and their respective
districts are set out in Annex*.

For the provision of internship training,
trainees shall be assigned depending on the
capacity of the Supervising Medical
Officers in the respective hospitals, with
four to six trainees assigned to each
Supervising Medical Officer in  the Kaya
Chikitsa and Panchakarma (KC/PK) Unit
and up to eight trainees assigned to each
Supervising Medical Officer in the Shalya
Tantra, Shalakya Tantra, Prasuti Tantra and
Kaumarbhritya Units.

However, the number of trainees assigned
for training, as stated above, may be
reduced depending on the bed capacity and
patient capacity of the respective hospitals.

Short-term and long-term plans are being
formulated to develop the Ayurvedic
hospitals with such facilities.

Internship training programmes are already
being successfully conducted in Ayurvedic
hospitals located in every district of the
Island and equipped with the necessary
facilities. In addition, internship training for
Ayurvedic, Siddha and Unani Medical
Practitioners  is  continuously  being
conducted through the teaching and
research hospitals administered by the
Central Government.

In order to enhance internship training
facilities, it is essential to provide residential
facilities as well as specialist medical
services. Accordingly, of the 120 approved
posts for Specialist Medical Officers, only
37 have been currently filled. Therefore, the
matter has been referred to the Department
of Management Services to obtain the
necessary approval for taking steps to
recruit Medical Officers who possess the
relevant qualifications.

Furthermore, a special committee has been
appointed to identify the facilities available
in  hospitals under the Provincial
Departments of Ayurveda and to improve
such facilities. The committee is currently
conducting a gap analysis and taking
necessary measures to develop hospital
facilities.

The said committee is expected to examine
matters relating to the classification of
hospitals, the classification of treatments for
each category of hospital, and the
development of the physical and human
resources required for such treatments and
to prepare the necessary plans for the
improvement of the Ayurvedic hospital
system in the Island.
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To carry out these activities, in principle,
hospital/institution  upgrading activities
should be carried out, and adequate time
should be spent on restructuring those
hospitals accordingly and improving
facilities.

Internship training programmes are already
being successfully conducted in Ayurvedic
hospitals located in every district of the
Island and equipped with the necessary
facilities. In addition, internship training for
Ayurvedic, Siddha and Unani Medical
Practitioners is  continuously  being
conducted through the teaching and
research hospitals administered by the
Central Government.

Does not arise.

(b)  Does not arise.
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

U]

(ii)

out of the total number of Ayurveda

hospitals functioning in Sri Lanka, the
number of rural Ayurveda hospitals with
inpatient departments (IPDs) and those
without such departments, separately;

the reasons for not providing in-patient
ward facilities up to now for rural Ayurveda
hospitals which do not possess such
facilities;

(iif)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

(vii)

1142

the bed capacity that should be available in
rural, district and base Ayurveda hospitals
according to the procedures and standard
recognized by the Government, separately;

the number of beds allocated to each
Ayurveda hospital situated in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces, with a separate
breakdown for each hospital;

the number of doctors and Siddha medical
specialists required for rural, district and
base Ayurveda hospitals, respectively,
according to the standards recognized by
the Government;

the number of Ayurveda doctors and
Ayurveda specialists currently employed in
each Ayurveda hospital in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces, separately; and

the reasons for not establishing a Provincial
Ayurveda Hospital in those provinces so
far?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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PUCUT(H  LO(HSSBIOULDDTHGHLTRT  LI(HEHN:
auFSld Smeirgser Lfbglenrdhaliul (hsiTerssr.

LD(H5SIULDED 63T aue»SLILITL_ (DS

1. Hrmdw  wmgHeuwensr, B GCsr@ggl -
HL_1460a61fl6T eTevoretlden s 40.
2. Hrrdw  wwsHauwensr, A CsrTEH -

HL1q60861fl6dT sTevsTaTIdemas 60.

3. UBTT LO(HSSHIOULDENGTHET = SL_Lg 6061 6T
sTevsTentlbenss 80.

4. LomeuL L LD (158 5161 LDGW 63T 61T -

&L_1960561fl6T sTenvTemilgenas 100.

5. wreuL_L_ LD (S &161LDEW 6T &561T -

HL14 605616 sTevstemtldbeng 1504 @ Guosv.

INGEEIRINE G ESE)) RSIGSLILIL L
HL1gevsafledr  eTewtamtldbens umplw  ellurd
@ewewtiy  01"Qsd QasrRSsELILL(DsTong).

(opmiglev @ewemriiy 0101 LTidgHeyd. )

@s Osriiurs m; Gw Bwlssiul (@),

OTHE  BMICUSTRIGEDATWLD  HDTSHGILI
ugailsenemib 2 _6iTemL_&@LD suem U6V,
BIMIGUESTBIGHEN 6T LoMIFTEM LS LD Lieswf]

BewL_GLDHMI euBHSMS).

* gedmwmed md go.
* s Blewevw G S0 sweusi s (BHersnsy.
* Placed in the Library.

(vi)

(vii)
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2026.06.305y5  Slagluiley 2 eremLiig wiTest
QarLiyewLw gasusvssr @ewewriy 02*@)ev
sriu’_Bererer. (BBl @emewriiy  02g11

LITTd86Y1D)
aumemassHo  Crrwreaflsaflesr  erapranilsbams
LMD Capemarsmwuwds HeNTL_Dleug 65T

g LILenL_ufled, epeulleum(h LOTHTET Fe»Liw|LD
LD (1585161 LDEW) 63T &63 61T LD T & T6usT
LO(HSSHIULDEDVTHOTTHS ST (PIITEH S5 6% TeTarsy

Gouswr(p)id.

(=) sTpailsbemev.

(@

(b)

@

(i)

(iif)

(iv)
™)

(vi)
(vii)

The number of rural Ayurveda hospitals
with inpatient department: 56

The number of rural Ayurveda hospitals
without inpatient facilities: 16

The relevant facilities are provided by the
respective Provincial Councils based on the
requirements.

The Ayurveda hospital system has not been
upgraded in accordance with any formally
recognized methodology up to now.
However, the process of institutional
restructuring has now been initiated and
bed capacities for each hospital are
proposed according to the hospital
classification as follows:

1. Rural hospitals, Type B - No. of beds,
40

2. Rural hospitals, Type A - No. of beds,
60

Base hospitals - No. of beds, 80
4. District hospitals - No. of beds, 100

Provincial hospitals - No. of beds,
more than 150

The number of beds allocated for hospitals
is given in Annex 01%*.

A committee has currently been appointed
in this regard and the process of
institutional restructuring is being carried
out to cover all institutions and all posts.

The relevant information, as at 30.06.2026,
is given in Annex 02*.

Based on the number of patients visiting the
hospitals and having identified the
requirements, the respective Provincial
Councils should undertake the upgrading of
such hospitals as provincial hospitals.

Does not arise.

* gedmmied mds ¢o.
* s BlenevuigBls0 sweussLILIL (HaTeng).
* Placed in the Library.
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BB GImBBB 8Y BB BOIBTVO §
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WleTFTyr @)md@HLwsl wHmIb eTHmId ClsTL_iLimet
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yflbgiewtiey splitifhsid: ellLiyid
MOU SIGNED BETWEEN SRI LANKA AND INDIA ON IMPORT
AND EXPORT OF ELECTRICITY: DETAILS

2257/2026

4. 06 ¢8=3 8. eselc ®vm
(oreryflg oeds 1F. QuGry)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
DB ¢@imun®iens’ e yadme- (1):

@ O

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

2025.04.05 85y & @om0d e @53ew00 amd &l
e0dF3wm woE W wdodsemw QLo
BB BB WY BB BOO weHo
@0eadm BOy®x gfesy s Bedc;

00 BBye® 8BOWSOBY HYTIBIE;

B889® BHwrdOm BIO wOITVewsT @O
0580 amdenn g yode »oedc;

88e3® Buwod©m BIO o & Como Sesw @wd
OBw0 amydR Grvmy B85 @® edr ¢bo
B Bic® eman®eng;

cP® GBy® guP WOygm BCO OBz &
G000 COD OB YBCw mOede;

885 B BEe®2 0B Do
»oede;

@YD O @O wwodd ¢TI esie?
(a0) ovded 5O, S OsIe?

UNIFSHSB] S ewFFmTd CHl L ailesr:

(<) ()

™)

(vi)

2025.04.0595 EEES) B)eVBIEN B @HLD
@bslwureysE@Gn @emLullsy o wi  eTerds
Gwir lesT@evrm L1 uflrHmLbepsvd
LOeTFTTSewS @M@ OFausHEGHL eFHMILOS]
QFisugH@resr Lflbgientiey sLriLbhg6lreTm
DBFFTSHIL_LILL(HTOTST 6T6TLIEN I W|LD;
Guhuy  UubssSler  srudlert  wreur
STEITLIENS IL|LD;

Gupuiy @ULBSE®S BeoLPDLILIOSSHIIS)
Qs rLirurs @) s16uemruilev SIEDL_hGI6TT6T
(peSTGSTDHMLD WITG) 6TEITLIEN HU|LD;

Guoprig PUUBSSDS
DL (P DLUILHSSHIUSDSHTS, BevnIeng
ST FTBRISSSQTTEOT 6VVGI DT FTBISHSSIL_65T
@ emewthg BimisusThigseaflearTGevm @)giausnrullsd
CumesmsariiLl_(Hsitar GlFsvallerd sTeusuaTe)

GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;
GumLig PUILIBSSHSI5E OO THF
CFwmLIBauG6iTELSVLD (O AE W]

CUDMISCHTETENGIn g W BETEDLOEHST  WITEW6U
STEITLIENS IL|LD;

Gupuig RUOLBSS®S HevL P> PLILBSSIBD
BlVSYLD SHEWL_&6IT ILITEW6U 6TEITLIEH HU|LD;

Ui @)dFFemLid@ Mlalliimyr?
(=) @)sr@mev, eyedr?

asked the Minister of Energy:
(@)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether a Memorandum of Understanding
was signed between Sri Lanka and India on
05.04.2025 for establishing a High Voltage
Direct Current Interconnection for the
import and export of electricity;

(ii)  the parties to the said agreement;

(iif)  the progress made to date in implementing
the said agreement;

(iv) the cost incurred to date by the Government
of Sri Lanka or the government-affiliated
institutions towards implementing the said
agreement;

(v) the benefits that Sri Lanka stands to derive
from implementing the said agreement; and

(vi) the obstacles encountered in implementing
the said agreement?

(b) Ifnot, why?

O 370 W IBEH Owmn (Dcw wy B85E ©dxY
@D g@ims 8Y RRBA gLimun®)

(oreTyll@ ST HHMTTHVES - HIEWDUPHBISET LHMILD
Aallev aflorer CFemeussr HeMFFHLD UNIFSP S|eWLOFFHLD)
(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Ports and
Civil Aviation and Minister of Energy)

(2) (1) o8 00IF3wmo woE b wdedee asind
0®ax¥dm® - HVDC Interconnection -
8EAC @¢00 gnd YBm gdeadw il BB
¢ 2025.04.05 02 8 § oo yehomasigm
©@8DE  dmded e ww @BIewen
s0sed JBe and gDeadIdme BBy’
anfessy md g>.

(i) ©® 8dD dxfesy:

* & Como ybmnsIEm s smdted
Oees; 83t

*  95Ywin Bmded Cw.

(il) owdd» e gInd wdIsITAMed - grid
interconnection - mFednm 8088 B8EDcO
oD% BBO e 95I8wed e & Cowaed
E0dQ moedm medins® - JTT - 2025
48 el 9uYeuedd duom 2. e®®
dudBe®8 eaewd YBm mWed®m 868
8ERCO yOF 88 e0mDBrem0 WD
38 ars.

(iv) IeeB a@imscnw, G BgEAE OHBE®
ow»d National System Operator (Pvt.) Limited
B85 00O Sed8n DuowaBle wden B
I Bwec®@u ¢S @@ >.

(V) R8s q@nd § grindddm B8¢EAG
@I wSw BB DB BGBr0d
% BB BWTOwW Qg 50O 8¢ O7 B
350, § om0 8w BEEAE edege oug
@0n 8OITTW emeddsy, ode 81 gmd B8
eDege® yOE Bled® @b BESrens
BOG.
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BdDm 018 BEedg ©®dxTDewsy ©¢s0
am0 oenn gdwsy BodOmew 8D
@BNOD.

ili. od@w wdodver wInE ©VEDO
O188yen BBO: ORIV TR
BIO wew § oD ne Y 8¢EAC
8dBe BBICHBITO 8¢ we @n O
@m0, BedvewsI® ®s¥5000®
B.000 .220/400 88 @dIFSwmo 836E Dby
s808mm @sedumwa - HVDC converter
station - o 8 ©dIE3wmn wOePwes
drnsy es@demn - high-voltage transmission
links - 0B SBIE BFRBBO OID
DE WD) ©@d.

iv. 082 dwsd (89885 oddE) g
DB B @I S wrTBB
®0 8B elIE OE®, v@ST §¥e
28 @8I0 BT Om 5w HSedhm
oG gomo dess @B SE.

V. 0 - weedmadm 9 oo § weedd
WOgy: 0wddn eWdE 8o ewd
et 9endBw Drewsy wi OB
Drewsy 130D ¥, M@0 woedmadm o
308® Do  cucsisn o
®gecB 80 OxI5Nd® D g ®ew
®»Co @D.

Vi. @088 ww g8 Smddme ¢odd:
0985 oWAE @&ow @wEn» 0nd
80 WOy eWECH DB ©wo§
BB ey BB DEH® gRnwsIB
BHBE 00570, OBerymO edmid § Kofm
BeEAC s8Rt ecm BERE 6d8mdi®m
Doednm aoB0 8¢ HBO¢ adas @d.

(a0) aeog @20ed.

(<) ()

(ii)

(i)

2025.04.05510  SFlag)l, Gevbiens FaTHTIWIS
GaraedFs G wrFlssr ST FTBIHESI5ELD
[ lEIES G wrFlest ST FTBIHES] 5 ELD
@ewLCuw, @) BrHSHERSGHLD @)ewLullsvmssr
HVDC  @ewemriiy ST SjgLILenL L1
yiflbgiemriiey PULIBSID eI
MBFFTSHIL_LILL L.

@UILIBSS STLILIGSTT ST o6

© Qevniens Ferprws CFraedlFd (@ lqwidle
S| TFTBISLD

@S G wrHleT SrFTHISD
2025  wetr  wrHSHeL
st Lewioliy @ewentiiilesr Ggmflevmit L
Ulrwrestiiser  @plsg  ellurglliughers,
@pbswr  wHmid  @evsiewsuilst gl (hs
Qsrflevmpi uds  Gudssr (JTT) @nhsluraisy
Fn g6,  @bHH Iml L Gl  GlLHLOLITETET

et mluwiin’

(<=24)

(iv)

™)

(vi)
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IgliuewL g  Csmflevpi Lt LymesThisst
aflfleurs aflourglssiiul @

UI&ClEBTeTaT i’ 6vT.

UNIFSS] SewEFH, @Vkiends LleTFETy Femul
Ivevg CasAw  ewwiiyF CFwpum’ L reri
(WewrGeur’) eMAG L (National System Operator
(Pvt)  Limited) oydlwemen  @)d@mlinil
S L_SFlesrH1p 6Tlh% CLPSVG 6O
QFsvallssrgdemsu)id ComelarersralsVsns.
Cuevgls FieuGss WeTFTy (3)ememTLIL)CLPsVLD
Ll65TSL_L_ewLOLILN6IT BleWmeVWITE  H63T6m LOGW WILL{LD

BLDLISS S 65T6 LOGW WIL|LD Gubu@Bss1uCsTH),
@eviiensEsnw  Lrmhslw  sTarrd Fhenguilsy
PHBISIHEVTSGI,  UTHS 6TV  HTevuTiqiLl
LlesTETy QTS B S| 535 T6ST

FTSBISTn DIHENETUILD 2_(H6U T GHS M.
L 9Fls cpevgers CFeey. LHIITHSBeTlsTLILG
@S5I Ga155Ter GlFevey wwomi USD 1.24

LilsveSluisdt oy,@Lb. @)1 p(h FHewllFLomesT Bl
FOUMTENEV (LPSITEDEUBHDF].

. FisSUULTS 6UTHSHS S L EDLOLILSEEIT

[ BT(HEEHGHLD @)ewL_Guiwirest
L eul L wrer B, euidbss  LHMID
LOleSTET Y& Q& TeiTeucITEY TDUT(HSB6T

@)strenid @mug) GFiwiLL_aflsVenev.

ili. o 6rpr (B LOlesTFTI L uflwrhHm
2 s 1 enwliy Gubur@ser: (&)enewuriisnL
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Sjerallevrer LOleiTdHL L 6wl ugdiayl L 6V
CawauliLBGE DS GDPIILTS, L6dTesTTi sy

220/400 kV HVDC iflsstery  uflwrhmsv

BlemevwiLd LHmILd Gadlw
leTHL_LewliL 6T  (Q)ememTd@Gd 2w
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CaemeuliLi(HEssTmev.
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EAEEINET T
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(a)

(M)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

On 05.04.2025, a Memorandum of
Understanding was signed between the
Government of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka and the Government
of the Republic of India for the basic
understanding of HVDC Interconnection
between the two countries.

The parties are:

. the Government of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka; and

*  the Government of the Republic of
India.

In June 2025, the Joint Technical Teams -
JTTs - of India and Sri Lanka convened in
India to discuss on the technical parameters
of the proposed grid interconnection. Most
of the base technical parameters were
widely discussed and agreed at the meeting.

The Ministry of Energy, the Ceylon
Electricity Board or the National System
Operator (Pvt.) Limited have not done any
capital expense under this specific project.

This will improve the grid stability and
reliability through an additional
international electricity connection and it
integrates Sri Lanka into the regional
electricity market, creating possibilities for
wider cross-border electricity trading.

(i) High Capital Expenditure: As per the
estimates, the cost for the project is
approximately US Dollars 1.24 billion,
presenting a substantial financing
challenge.

(b)

1150

(i) Unresolved Commercial Frameworks:
The definitive financial, commercial
and power purchase arrangements
between the two nations remain to be
finalized.

(iii) Domestic Transmission Infrastructure
Upgrades: Integrating the connection
requires major grid reinforcement
within Sri Lanka, specifically a
220/400 kV HVDC converter station
at  Mannar and  high-voltage
transmission links connecting to the
National Grid.

(iv) Submarine Cable Technical
Complexities: Laying the subsea cable
across the Palk Strait introduces

significant deep-water marine
engineering and technical
complexities.

(v) Socio-Cultural and Religious

Sensitivities: The proposed cable
route traverses the geographically and

historically  sensitive =~ Madurai-to-
Mannar  corridor, which holds
profound cultural and religious

significance.

(vi) Environmental and System Integration
Assessments: Comprehensive impact
studies are required to address the
marine environmental considerations
of the submarine route, alongside
detailed technical assessments of the
two distinct national electricity grids.

Not applicable.
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