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CHARTERED INSTITUTE OF MEDIA PROFESSIONALS OF SRI
LANKA BILL: DETERMINATION OF THE SUPREME COURT
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(The Hon. Speaker)

I wish to inform that I have received the

Determination of the Supreme Court in respect of the Bill
titled “Chartered Institute of Media Professionals of Sri
Lanka”, which was challenged in the Supreme Court in
terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution.

The Supreme Court has determined that,

(i)  Clause 3(i) of the Bill is vague and is therefore
inconsistent with Articles 12(1) and 14(1)(g) of
the Constitution and may only be passed by the
special majority required under Article 84(2) of
the Constitution. The inconsistency would cease if
the said Clause is deleted.

(i)  Clause 4(o) of the Bill is inconsistent with Articles
12(1) and 14(1)(g) of the Constitution and may
only be passed by the special majority required
under Article 84(2) of the Constitution. The
inconsistency would cease if the said Clause is
amended as proposed by the Court.

(iii) Clause 5(4)(b) of the Bill is inconsistent with
Article 12(1) of the Constitution and may only be
passed by the special majority required under
Article 84(2) of the Constitution. The
inconsistency would cease if Clause 5 is amended
as proposed by the Court.

(iv) The rest of the Clauses of the Bill are not
inconsistent with the Constitution.

I order that the full Determination of the Supreme
Court be printed in the Official Report of today's
Proceedings.
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Determination of the Supreme Court:

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

=L OF THE DEMOCH
“CHARTERED INSTITUTE OF MEDIA PROFESSIONALS OF SRI LANKA” BILL

1. Udaya Kalupathirana,

No. 45/12, Ernest Place,
Lakshapathiya,

Moratuwa

2. Sunil Jayasekara,

No. 19,

Richard De Soysa Housing Complex,

Thalangama North, Battaramulla

PETITIONERS

§.C.S.D. No. 27/2026 Vs.

1. Hon. Attorney General,
Attorney General's Department,

Colombo 12.

2. Dr. Nalinda Jayatissa,

Minister of Health and Mass Media
Ministry of Health and Mass Media
No. 168, Asi Disi Medura,

Kirulapone Mawatha, Polhengoda,

Colombo 05.

3 Dr. Anil Jasinghe.

gecretary of Health and Mass Media,
Ministry of Health and Mass Media,

No. 168, Asi Dist Medura,

Kirulapone Mawatha, polhengoda,

Colombo 05
EESPONDENTS

J 3 she
Counsel for the Petitioners Lakshan Dias with Maneesha Kumarasing
instructed by Dayani panditharathne

Counsel for the State Kanishka De Silva Balapatabendi, DSG with
Raidha Rizvi, SC instructed by Nimalika

Wickremasinghe, SSA.
Before Janak De Silva, J
Dr. Sobhitha Rajakaruna, J.
Sampath B. Abayakoon, J.
The Court assembled for hearing at 10.00 a.m. on 7" August, 2026.
A Bill titled “Chartered Institute of Media Professionals of Sri Lanka” (Bill) was published
26 and placed on the Order Paper

as a Supplement to Part Il of the Gazette of 5" June, 20.
of Parliament on 22" July 2026 in accordance with Article 78(1) of the Constitution.

The jurisdiction of Court to determine the constitutionality of the Bill has been invoked by
the Petitioners in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution. Court issued notice on the

Hon. Attorney General as required by Article 134(1) of the Constitution.

The Petitioners have prayed inter alia that this Court declare that the Bill in whole or in
part thereof, is inconsistent with all the Articles of the Constitution and require to be
passed by not less than two-thirds of the whole number of Members of Parliament and

approved by the People at a Referendum by virtue of the provisions of Article 83.

We have heard the Petitioners and the Hon. Attorney-General.
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Jurisdiction of Court
This Court is exercising the jurisdiction vested on it in terms of Article 120 of the

Constitution which requires it to determine whether the Bill in its entirety or any of its
provisions is inconsistent with the Constitution. When a primary determinat'ionlls made
as provided in Article 123(1) as to any inconsistency with the Constitution, the
consequential determinations the Court is required to make are specified in Article 123(2)

which reads:
“(2) Where the Supreme Court determines that the Bill or any provision thereof Is

inconsistent with the Constitution, it shall also state =

(a) whether such Bill is required to comply with the provisions of paragraphs

(1) and (2) of Article 82; or
(b) whether such Bill or any provision thereof may only be passed by the
special majority required under the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84;

or
(c) whether such Bill or any provision thereof requires to be passed by the
special majority required under the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84
and approved by the People at a Referendum by virtue of the provisions of

Article 83,
and may specify the nature of the amendments which would make the Bill or such

provision cease to be inconsistent.”

Drafting History
The drafting history of the Bill is reflected in several Cabinet Memoranda and the decisions
taken thereon, copies of which have been made available to Court by the learned Deputy

Solicitor General.

The Minister of Mass Media, by Cabinet Memorandum dated 24.09.2021, sought the
approval of the Cabinet of Ministers for the establishment, under the Ministry of Mass
Media and with State sponsorship, of a higher education, research and training institute
for media, to be named the “Chartered Institute of Journalists — Sri Lanka”. The
Memorandum also sought approval for the drafting of the Bill necessary for the
establishment of the said institution, the preparation of a project report relating to its

establishment and the implementation of future activities in accordance with such project

report.

The justification advanced for the establishment of the proposed institution was that,

although four institutions within the university system conduct degree courses in mass

communication, none of them provides the practical and technological knowledge

considered necessary for the production of professional journalists, thereby giving rise to
2 number of issues within the Sri Lankan media culture. The Cabinet of Ministers granted
jts approval to the proposal on 05.10.2021.

It appears that, thereafter, the Minister of Mass Media presented a Note to the Cabinet
dated 29.07.2022, entitled “Amending the name of the Chartered Institute of Journalists
_ Sri Lanka that has been proposed to be established by the Ministry of Mass Media as
the ‘Chartered Institute of Media Professionals — Sri Lanka™. The said Note, however, has
not been tendered to Court.

The decision taken thereon on 15.08.2022 has, however, been made available to Court.
By that decision, it was resolved to amend the name of the proposed institution to
“Chartered Institute of Media Professionals — Sri Lanka”. It was further decided to instruct
the Legal Draftsman to draft legislation for the establishment of the “Chartered Institute
of Media Professionals — Sri Lanka”, based on the preliminary draft annexed to the said
Note, having due regard to the observations made by the Minister of Finance, Economic
Stabilization and National Policies.
Among the observations of the Minister of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National
Policies were that the proposed institution should be established without State patronage
and should comprise independent media professionals; provisions enabling the Minister
to appoint members to the institution and permitting public officers to serve as ex officio
members should be removed; provisions enabling the institution to make use of State
resources should be removed; the institution should not be permitted to employ public
servants or officers receiving a salary from the State; and the institution should be
independent of the State and administered by professional media personnel.

On 19.03.2025, the Minister of Health and Media presented a Cabinet Memorandum
entitled “Act to establish the Chartered Institute of Media Professionals”. It appears that
this Memorandum was presented following an intimation by the Legal Draftsman that
fresh approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was required in order to proceed further with
the draft Chartered Institute of Media Professionals Bill. On 07.04.2025, the Cabinet of
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Ministers granted policy approval for the introduction of the Chartered Institute of Media
professionals of Sri Lanka Act and instructed the Legal Draftsman to expedite the

finalization of the Bill for that purpose.

Thereafter, the Minister of Health and Media presented a Cabinet Memorandum dated
09.03.2026, to which a copy of the Chartered Institute of Media Professionals Sri Lanka
Bill was annexed. The approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was granted on 30.03.2026.

Overview of the Bill

The Bill seeks to provide for the establishment of the Chartered Institute of Media
Professionals (Institute) with a view to introducing and maintaining the professional
standards for media professionals and matters connected therewith.

Part | deals with the establishment of the Institute, its objects, powers, duties and

functions.

Part Il deals with the management and administration of the affairs of the Institute. It
provides for the establishment of a Governing Council (Council) and an Interim Council,
which is intended to manage and administer the affairs of the Institute until the Governing

Council is appointed.
Part Il deals with the fund of the Institute.
Part IV contains general provisions.

Clause 3(i)
This identifies one of the objects of the Institute as to accredit the media professionals in
media professionalism at the evaluation of their efficiency.

The learned Counsel for the Petitioner submitted that this is vague and has the effect of
restricting media professionals from performing their professional functions and is
contrary to Articles 12(1) and 14(1)(g) of the Constitution.

Learned DSG submitted that it is not intended to impose such restrictions.
In Special Goods and Services Tax Bill [SC SD 01-09/2022] it was held (at pages 35-36):

“Thus, it is seen that unspecific, wide and unregulated discretion is to be vested in
the Minister. The conferment of such absolute and unfettered discretionary power
distinctly lends itself to manifestly unreasonable, capricious or arbitrary decision
making. It is necessary to emphasize that when unfettered and absolute power is

[

I\;::Z:(I:l’);:"l,tlil"(l:hll‘(:’:lq oragroup of persons, cannot be a guarantee of objectivity,

Py ;w” ”m(: of arbitrariness, protection of national and public interest,

e abused or used for corrupt purposes. The only assurance

of objective, purposive, reasonable and transparent decision-making arises out of

the vesting of well-structured power which must be exercised in accordance of well-

drﬁ.ncd, specific and objective criteria developed for the specific purpose of

achieving objectives for which power has been vested. This Court needs to highlight

that absolute and unfettered discretion being vested in an officer of the Executive

5o recipe for (i) unreasonable and arbitrary decision-making, (ii) abuse of power,

(iii) corruption, and (iv) the roadway to depredation of the Rule of Law On all such

accounts, it results in an infringement of Article 12(1) of the Constitution which
guarantees equal protection of the law.”

In Colombo Port City Economic Commission Bill [S.C.S.D. Nos. 04/2021, 05/2021 ,07-

23/2021] it was held (at page 30):

Upfvn reading of the Bill, the Court is of the view that the regulatory structure set
out in the Bill lacks clarity and provides for the exercise of arbitrary power by the
[« and thus, inc t with Article 12(1) of the Constitution.”

In Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) Amendment Bill [S.C.S.D. No. 13-
18/2022] Court (at pages 36- 38) that:
“When a provision of law is vague, it would only benefit the wrongdoer. Such a
provision would not uphold the Rule of Law.

This Court has stated time and again that vagueness must be avoided in the bills in
order to make such provisions consistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution.”

This approach was approved in the Petroleum Products (Special Provisions) Bill
Determination [S.C.S.D. 50-52/2022].

We are of the view that Clause 3(i) is vague. It is not clear as to what is meant by accredit.
Neither is it clear how the evaluation of their efficiency will be done.

We accordingly determine that Clause 3(i) is vague and is therefore inconsistent with
Articles 12(1) and 14(1)(g) of the Constitution and may only be passed by the special
ﬁajority required under the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84. The inconsistency
will cease if Clause 3(i) is deleted.

Clause 4(o)
This empowers the Institute to take necessary steps to introduce,
monitor professional standards in the field of media.

develop, maintain and

The words maintain and monitor has wide import and is vague. It is inconsistent with
Articles 12(1) and 14(1)(g) of the Constitution and may only be passed by the special
majority required under the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84. The inconsistency

will cease if Clause 4(o) is amended to read as follows:

“to take necessary steps to introduce and develop profess/onal standards amongst

the students and members of the Institute”

Clause 5(4)(b)

This empowers the Interim Counci
be selected and the criteria to select such members to the Institut

appoint members and the office bearers to the Council.

I to make rules in respect of the number of members to
e and to elect and

uses 26(1)(a) and (b).

This to some extent mirrors the power given to the Council by Cla
ch rules made by the

(4) and (5) specifies a procedure by which su
ment for approval. Nevertheless,

he Interim Council under

However, Clauses 26(3),
Council should be published and placed before Parlial
similar safeguards have not been specified for rules made by t

Clause 5(4)(b).

This is arbitrary and inconsistent with Article 12(1
passed by the special majority required under the provisions o

84.

The learned DSG has in the written submissions p

) of the Constitution and may only be
f paragraph (2) of Article

roposed the following Committee Stage

Amendment:

“Clause 5 - Delete lines 31 to 33 (both inclusive) and substitute the

following: -

“(c) The rules made under paragraph (b) shall be published in
the Gazette within three months upon making of such rules
and shall come into effect on the date thereof.

(d) Every rule made by the Interim Council shall, within three
months after its publication in the Gazette, be brought before

Parliament for approval. Any rule which is not so approved

shall be deemed to be rescinded as from the date of such
disapproval, but without prejudice to anything previously done
thereunder.

(e) Notification of the date on which any such rule is deemed

to be rescinded under paragraph (d) shall be published in the
Gazette.

(f)The Interim Council shall, within a period of one year from
the date of operation of this Act elect or appoint the members

to the Council in terms of subsection (1).";

We are of the view that the inconsistency will cease if Clause 5 is amended as proposed.

the Bill and determine that they are not

We have examined the rest of the clauses of
inconsistent with the Constitution.

Summary of the Determination

istent with Articles 12(1) and

1. Clause 3(i) of the Bill is vague and is therefore incons :
sed by the special majority

14(1)(g) of the Constitution and may only be pas
required under the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84.
The inconsistency will cease if Clause 3(i) is deleted.

nt with Articles 12(1) and 14(1)(g) of the

Clause 4(0) of the Bill is inconsiste
ty required under the

Constitution and may only be passed by the special majori
provisions of paragraph (2) of Article 84.

The inconsistency will cease if Clause 4{0) is amended to read as follows:

“0 take necessary steps to introduce and develop professional standards amongst

L

the students and members of the Institute”

Clause 5(4)(b) of the Bill is inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution and
may only be passed by the special majority required under the provisions of

paragraph (2) of Article 84.
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The inconsistency will cease if Clause 5 is amended as follows:

“Clause 5 - Delete lines 31 to 33 (both inclusive) and substitute the following: -
"(c) The rules made under paragraph (b) shall be published in the Gazette within
three months upon making of such rules and shall come into effect on the date
thereof.

(d) Every rule made by the Interim Council shall, within three months after its
publication in the Gazette, be brought before Parliament for approval. Any rule
which is not so approved shall be deemed to be rescinded as from the date of such
disapproval, but without prejudice to anything previously done thereunder.

(e) Notification of the date on which any such rule is deemed to be rescinded under
paragraph (d) shall be published in the Gazette. )
(f)The Interim Council shall, within a period of one year from the date of operation

of this Act, elect or appoint the members to the Council in terms of subsection (1).";

We place on record our deep appreciation of the assistance given by learned Counsel for

the Petitioners and the learned DSG.

Janak De Silva

Judge of the Supreme Court

Dr. Sobhitha Rajakaruna

Judge of the Supreme Court

Sampath Abeykoon

Judge of the Supreme Court

11

DHNBHDDred BB

FUTHTWLHTGHI chTGﬁTg)JGU)ﬂ'
SPEAKER'S CERTIFICATE

OO DAIBNBDHR o

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

8 o Yhmnsigm 08D smoKed aedlmn®
D10EG0ed 79 DuDEGD y®dD, 88z 2026 wEm @8
08 2» "&BsY, moiem g ww @85 ewderd ewided®
(seeaddm)" OB s emPdvend wuBma wOwsy
WOB ¢ DD ¢BIOT @ Tend.

I

B8 @¢Od» B D10 toerddBIG BB
emY@un: egdrdmiennd eufes®
S rAwven I &S TOT @) (HLSSTETL T Bl([HHSLD
FLL_eLpeVLD: 2 Wi 6 BHI06TTM|d & Log8)I &6
TWENTY SECOND AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION
BILL: PETITIONS TO THE SUPREME COURT

OO DAIBNBHD Do

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Sjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2026 @eededn 19, 20 w0 21 EonB @ed Bedemrwsis
ecHsy eunte® HOWO e@H0D edln® Oudded 121(1)
OBDED Yo, “B8 ecdm pGEYRO® OsdFD
©Boerddms” OB vy  omylunm  ©0adxTRewsy
egdLdmieme 00dn @8ud Wmom ¢ cuNud®dE Bown
89 ©8cHsy 888 ® 0dn (& #B D EEe®sInRDO ¢H®
200 m @ Tend.

208Ee®xsInd

766

2026 geodun 21 8 eurfe® wni
2026 gendedn) 24 8» ewfe® vuod
2026 geeden 25 85 euvsfe® a0l
2026 gevdedn 28 5 eunle® el
2026 gevden 31 8 evnfe® B o8
2026 e85 @28 01 85 ewfes® cwwi
2026 e15851®28 03 8 evfes® nmE
2026 e1535 @28 04 5 ev5fe® eemd

v

Ben 8e0id (8.erldm) vms emYdum:
BRI wBO eues®
2ar1p6D 6TETLIL (FHHSLD) FL L cpsOLd: 2wk

B BILOSST M G LOGYIS 6T
ANTI-CORRUPTION (AMENDMENT) BILL: PETITIONS TO THE
SUPREME COURT

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewrLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTs6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2BHDO D130Fed 121(1) O30END ymsd, "¢een
Bedid (ereaddm)" »&B s emIdun weOIBTVewsY
egddhlmiome 0dn 928ux mO» ¢ euvTud® BHEeEIOD
8ovrf, ©@ edn @ @B 0 8Ee®@ndY uy® &0
O Tend.

o0 o858 oydps Owvm s dDed
50EDHR )
(wrerfl@ #edls IBTgTen - T8lTEaL_ 6 WpHeLeuT)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

(Boga

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWSEST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0; due NeR, @it RI®ed point of
Order &=?

o0 885 eg®cies Owmo

(oressryflg sedls LNCrgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o0 duwls soemneA, &m» point of Order dmz=f
008, [ 58]

@G 885 0@ Owm

(omevsrLll@ Fedlg LGB Ter)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

D, FPOBID). 0 9BIm. 0®@m OBDIEI/HE
yadmes.

OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

&=m point of Order ©m= es2edB. [widr HEO] ©d;
Bule mwemn®B, J» point of Order &mx ©z0edE.
[0és BE®] vy, ©S BeSe nwemn®A, dm point of
Order 922 @20ed&.

@0 88 0g®cies Dwmo
(orenryflg Fedls LNCrwgTea)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

folel] Seste 20EDROB, [P D@  Ow
egENBmIemed BDicwd 11Ky D] Beds) S enD.
RIB®O & mmSemod Point of Order o=z 883w ®83eny
DOBID Y.

@G 885 0@ Owmo
(omevsr i@ #edlg LGB Ten)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o@mmte AIn@ed point of Order ®=? H3wO Bwxin.

®0 8885 @@ Dwmo

(orenryflg Fedls LNGrwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

OO DONIWROB, OO ©ew® BWEED dd
Bewde 50 (3) vdenls, s Bewde 92 (2) (¢) sOewfsy
2RO O10Fed 12102 D10E0D ymcd HOB e®
point of Order &2 eos Oxies’.

OO DAIBNBHD) O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Hjauider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

00 Bue »emROB, E5HDd Bewdon 50 (3)0 amd
2R, -

@0 885 eg®cies Owmo
(orevsryflg sedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

DO 8D Bwdr enrsy Guwo.

OO DOIBNBHD O

(orerfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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@0 885 eg®cies Owmo

(oressryflg sedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

o9, o @@ genuine point of Order &=, e®»
338D DBOLEND ¢ CEODW,-

@O0 QBNWR O

(orewrL @ FUTBHTWST S)6uTsh6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti - Minister of Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBIBHR Do
(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWSEST Sjeuidser)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®O BIBNWBDRDD).

®5 DOE S¥mnem w0
(orsiTflE Lwed réprss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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@G 885 0@ Owmo
(worerflg Fedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
On®ed Bedemrw, - [@oids HE0]
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(omevsrLyLil@ Lilsv J;_'r,‘r_r,rrmé;a;)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

@01 DONIWROB, - [Ghds HEO] OO @@y
@cs¥z. I rise to a point of Order.

oG 9B & weTemnsB Ovmo

(orerLll@ Fefled anbaisTClaTsS)

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)
DONBDHREe Bedemryw 900 deoad 1.

@G 885 0@ Owmo
(omevsr i@ Fedlg LIGTgTer)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
D38, edJ&.

OO DOIBNBDHR o

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

097, Oed Bedemy 9O WO B

OO BOE Simnem Dwmo
(omessrLfl@ LNw6d rémTwidss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@O0 QIBNBHD S
(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

®O07 e3%5NBHBR 0.

®G; BOE S¥5NB Dvmn

(oressrLyfl@ LNo6) réHmTwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

O DN, ©BeHedB mmdemw O@m&.
cw8edd ed00sIny By YE» cededd eIy B
28Ee@sInD0  Dbmr WO Beadm BReD »O8
2088e®@nd »Ogn WJIles’y. #dd Bewden 50 (3)8
e@mwmnle Bedwtert? €Hdd Bewde 503)8 Beadsies?
e®=8, I quote:

“When the Speaker receives a copy of a reference addressed to
the Chief Justice by the President in relation to a Bill which is in
view of the Cabinet of Ministers urgent in the interest of national
security or for the purpose of any matter relating to disaster
management, and bears an endorsement to that effect under the hand
of the Secretary to the Cabinet under Article 122(1) of the
Constitution, such Bill shall not be placed on the Order Paper until
the Speaker has received from the Supreme Court its determination
as provided for in Article 122(1)(c) of the Constitution.”

@8, emed wslesy, OFelE emE WG 3. [P
BBO] emnede vrtesy, ®FeE emE. [Pt BEOT]

OO DONIWROB, eFdBmiwmensy 9edun moy
cun® yOms OB PVeEHWOEWD I VIO
CLeRsYesy. RSO gD ODTesy B3 Y 057; eET® Jo
OOemys By W 53 & ¢BIvH B8 E» HOB VPO
WO BedsIesy. ©0; ®ONEHROB, e@n® &Sdd
Bewde 50(3) sden’ 888 mcy point of Order Oz Bedmd

issue OO RBBO® relevance Om= zywi. Standing Orders
©8@AVewsy @l owmoes Sue RO ©l
cuedamern gosy e¢sin). MmO s8dem HYnE OV OwD
oI OB, [Dodds HE®z]

o6 9B E velemnsB Ovmo
(oressrLyfl@ Fesflsd ambgisTClessS))
(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

o6 9BE vgTern B OB,

o6 9B E vgemnsB Ovmo

(orevorLfl@ srerfled anbgiesTElesrdd)

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)

O DONEDROB, VINSed Bederm 988ur mddsy
83we »OB8 Sue e & Do BB @me.
288009 OxIFOswrn vSwed ®0 gBBwexs Beamdo,
RIed Bedemrw §dwn DHWE GDOND. VDRSed
Bedimre ¢siesy snB0 On® m»r »OsIes) eme®I®e?
BermO, On® dIDed Bedimw BED gDEOD
By Aoy, In®ed Bedimw ¢dwns’ oznd Beaddd
DOB O 53 B0ed. VIR’ Bedemrw 928usx mosin
BB @ 9EE BSo.

v

3RO 308002 (8°0RIVD) B eWYdum:
egELB M wkd eues®
F5s1mp (FBhSS10) 5L aped: o wit
B BILOGST M &) LOGYI& 6T
JUDICATURE (AMENDMENT) BILL:
PETITIONS TO THE SUPREME COURT

@O0 QBNWD O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2026 gewddn 19 8» @ed Bedimewd wews’
eun®0 @m0, gediD® DudEged 121(1) Db
gm0, "glmoen B (weenddm)! »HOB ems
emYPun 8OITTVewsY eddlWmieme edn @88ux mom
C¢ 2O ouHe® wmm 80w © 0dnm Ed @B O
208Ee@5IndD )® 800 W& Fen8. [2:dr HE@]

oG Bete 5RO, VIS O BmE ®rdese point of
Order &= ©50008.

@G 885 0@ Owmo

(wrerflg el LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption.]
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Bo B8 BOSwed Da&md
HETEHSTIIUTOTT Y BLBullestd) 9 Mldens
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

OO DAIBNBDH) O

(omevsTL LAl @ FUTBTWST HjeuTd6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

& o yEmsIGm ©@SHE dmdhed giedm®\
D10e8ed 154(6) D100 SO -

o 2024 @ Obww e  BoenmuBOdwied
D985060 50DB mredteld XLVII emades; e

e 2025 @G Ofww wewm SonenmiesBOdwied
D85200 e medded Il @zdes

©® 988e WSS.

OO BOE Simnem Dwmo

(omessrLfl@ LNw6d rémTwidss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO DOBNIDROA, "OR Dulmn Yemw wE o' 8
®® ewdszn BSS.

g S8z 8, eeo e3@@» Ses.
aflsorir BB SBLILIL B eTDmIs I TeTamLiL L gj.
Question put, and agreed to.

9820 Geehas E Gl Bowlw oz G&.
YWHWBEBET YFFL_ LI & 1 1 ewemuill_ i 1 .
Ordered that the Reports be printed.

aC e ond cvem eDfcrn BB
@887 ©811ed wdis FEDHeOIRDO

(3)6VEhFLD V6V 2arLpeV|d: 6% S T TevT
FTTHHIHVSHEMETLI L|eVeTTT 16|
QF IS NS TEVT D)6, (LSYI6IT 61T 6
CFevaYHFIL_ L FILTH
BUDGET ESTIMATE OF COMMISSION TO

INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS OF BRIBERY OR
CORRUPTION

@O0 QNGBS

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2023 gom 9 ¢om guen Bedid vmeny 31(1)(4) DosiBw
2000, aFceE ovd cven 0O SO8aD eBenTy wwId
88z wwed WmO» RD, e Dvwwrd §LmsOSwed
BB Been ¢ wO» 928s WmO» ¢ aCRE ovd cvew edIe
Be8nn omdwus wwed 2027 Odsw ey @wdiw
ESme05ind 0 wvinnm HSE.

®o BOE I¥mNeH Dwmo

(omessr 8@ LNo6D réHmTwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO DOIBNGDROB, "OB gwdie ¢EDE®IRND JEed
8eE BERE m0m wwd 0dm 0wl me @grx" 8 0
eweddzn »SS.

Y@ SOz Y, etr @@ Sa.
o Bl HLILIL (B) eTmmysS GIBTeiTemLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 885 eg®cies Owmo
(orevsryflg sedls LNGrwgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO QBB

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o Bude muemn®), nied point of Order &=
e®@immute?

©6 885 0®cies Owmo

(wrevryfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

0T ®ONLHROB, Denden O»O  wdsIe
RI®ed Brig Boen oI, [rids HE@] ©O m»Sr »OBIH
200 eesTm.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@0 Bee NEDROB, VIR0 AW OO gen WOBIBY,
"e®m0 wdsY eIy BwEo. [Gvids HE®]

@0 885 eg®cies Owmo

(oressryflg sedls LNGrgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

O DOIBNIDROB, O @® mCend 928 mosTesy
B0 Bewdo 50 (3) nes, J Dr1ed® 6006 Bewle 92

nED, -

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

o6 Bos mnemn®B, S point of Order o=
e0ed&. ®In®s Standing Orders e ewI€sY Bwdiens
OBIDY. [20@s 5E@2]

@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo
(oressryifl @ Fllphe alGe )
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SyeuiTd6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 O8s¥¢ BedBS OIBHOA, ®In®ed point of Order
O e®me?

©C O8I BeBBE wmo

(oressryifl g Fllbe alGedn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

0@ BRBB, O WONEBROB. god ©o ¥BE
wesiemnIB #1O©Bn®, -

OO DOIBIBHR Do

(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)euiTdsi)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©6 O3B R, VIHSed point Om eLimwie?

©C O8I BeBBS wmo

(oressryifl @ Fllhe alGemdln))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

®ed point &= »HO&, &ds Bewdn 92 (2).
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

036 Bewdw 92 (2) e@imxie?

@G O8x¥¢ BeBBB Owm

(oreryflg F#ibs allGedn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

RN’ Bedimrw Bwd edws’ Hewd swel B3¢

208Ee®xsInd 774

@0 (890283) 08B ¢®5eyBes
(oressrfl@ (SvTBld) anfesf ojwreEfw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Sir, I present the -

(i) Report on the observations and steps taken in
terms of Standing Order No. 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned
on the Ministry of Education, Higher Education

and Vocational Education in the Report of the
Committee on Public Accounts, which was
presented to Parliament; and

5080 83w vid @y ®OJS eund EDEWD B5IEDIwW, @®
2088e@xned ®Ogn WO Om™D B, & gdFD
Bedmd, 0® Hds Bewde gnd.

OO DIBNBDR O

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

N, 01088, Oed Bedemw adwsy oD Bread v

@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo

(oreryllg Fibs allCmdn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

OO DOIBNBHROA, OO Drendwn @csIs.

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

B8 0008w BEo5IB®, 00 @mo@imindas.

B8 eFx08w 88w 5ID®
Fsortitlsasliul L Lg% rmigser
PAPERS PRESENTED

@07 (§0028w) w8 ¢®cBw (a@®ims ww sy,
cesed g0y 85w Dard B g LIRS w)

(oreryllg  (sewrBld)  apflefll  GuwrEgfuw -  Mrsw
SwFFHD  Hevall, 2 wi el wWHMID CFTHHSV
SEWLDEFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the -

(i) Annual Report of the University Grants
Commission for the year 2024;

(i) Annual Report and Accounts of the
Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka for the
year 2024;

(iii) Annual Report and Accounts of the University of
Moratuwa - Sri Lanka for the year 2024; and

(iv) Annual Report and Accounts of the Gampaha
Wickramarachchi  University of Indigenous
Medicine for the year 2024.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral

Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and
Human Capital.

G S@eszn &Y, estwr e3®@z Ses.
o Bl HLILIL (B) eTmmys GIBTeiemLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

(i) Report on the observations and steps taken in
terms of Standing Order No. 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned
on the National Education Commission in the
Report of the Committee on Public Accounts,
which was presented to Parliament.

I move that these Reports be referred to the

Committee on Public Accounts.

g 88z &Y, wwo e3®@z Ses.
aflsorr BIGsLILIL B sTMmYS CIBTeTemLILIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.

Report on the details pertaining to “Transfers of Allocations
through Virement Procedure” from 13 March, 2026 to 30 June,
2026, in terms of Section 24(4) of the Public Financial Management
Act, No. 44 of 2024, and Section 5 of the Appropriation Act, No. 23
of 2025. - [The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya]

®5 DOE S¥zNnGm Dwmo
(oressrflE L rémTwdss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
O DOITNLDROB, O wwm wcwsy Dibm @e8un

D03,

(1) 2025 Obsw e B eveBm EH®
@csdned®@sined Di88m mbe 5y Dabmd;
0]

(i) 2025 Obsw ey OOWMO NOTW  DENDY,
P2RBE 3t BDots @500 5HBH BDEND
0ol D88 8w 30025y Dam0D.

©O® Dabmn BSBE BHEDO Y BB DEBD wDELB®

B8EAC q:Bm adween m0m ©wd 0dn el mE @ 8
®® ewldmn »IS.

G S8z &Y, e @@z S,
afleoarr GBI (B) sTDmYIs CIBmeemLiLIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

@G (000ex3) Cr®BNEST ¢&DY 5 Do
(oressrfl@ (sweusBlwii) TrobrSHesT i)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBINBHR Do

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTIWSEST S)6uiTdser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 @580 OIBROA, ®In@ied point of Order &=

e@immute?
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@G (000¢x1) Cr®BNEET ¢8DY s Bumo

(orenryfl@ (sweudglwu) E)TmioprEer o)idgerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Standing Order 92(2)(&0). e®¢s BBEE Bwdsim, ®
92(2). 5 55® dwoced

[Bresmed e 8588 902 o 3E.]
[y salrnFers s L_swarLiy yEmmLLL Baransg).]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

B @csin, 92(2)(a0) Boes O Beamdr Baeco.

OO DIIBNWBHD Do

(orenTll@ FUTHTWST Hjauideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Oz point of Order o= sy ©& ©IEROAH,
RIMed v 88O ewe B FOewsY Bwinsinm.

BBeFarnin BEoId® woed, mE@Im  ww
01008 508D @ a5 @o.

o6 9B E wglemnsTB Owvmo

(omevsrLyLl@ Frerfled amibgiesTEl6sTS)

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)

®©S >Omnemn®8, 2021/2022, 2022/2023 v
2023/2024 o&e wews B/ ©ERs D188 (3dol®») @ine®
20582 D80 ©© 98B8ux WSS.

e0® D8m @88m wDERB®W Wy asInsHBD B
B8EAC @:Bm a3 en m0m ©d 0D 0w mE @n @8
©® ewldmn ®S8.

s S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
aflsorr BB LI (B) eTmmys GClsmersmLiLIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

oG enl.8. w@xIn Sesicsn wm (D188 ©ww Yy

@OBE BVEWO g@omsrn®)

(oreryllg Gs.ef. swhps alswrrser - CuUEHBESTLL

WHMID Fepsds 2 L L L eDILIL| UFSIHET HeHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna - Minister of

Plantation and Community Infrastructure)

O DONEDROSB, OO mwm wewsy Dilm @ddensf
38,

(i) 2024 D8sw wepo ewE 008 ¢lmbed DiE8m
DoEm99; 5t

(i) 2024 Dbww werps § Comn Guss DBE woded
D882 DEm0D.

e®® Da¥mr 838edw, B mEDwW wy ©®unl BoecD®
8EAC @-Bm ¢l T en m10m wwid 0dn 0w »E ¥n Wil
©® ewldzn HSS.

G S®eszn &Y, estwr e3®@z Ses.
aflsorr @Gl HLILIL (B) eTmmIs GClsmeramLiLIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

®5 DOE o¥mNG Dm0

(oressrLyifl@, Lilosd D"d_'T;’fI)fTqu'EdB)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

B0 DOILNBDROB, edege, D€, s §oBmmo
@ BB @308 PR DNEDE OO BHD
ey Dobmn 9e8us WS8.

i 2024/2025 9&ww eews Bles § oz Sesed Dawes
G
(880) BBom e30e3G00d Da88z Da&mad; etn

(i) 2025 D&mw wewr @ etdm eS8y wwIed
D88 08w 83005 Dabm0d.

e®® Dalmn 8380w, aBHED® ww ©®sr BCecTD®W
BEIC 41:8m q¢dFeen 0™ 98D OB 0w BE ¥ w18
®® ewdsszn HSS.

e E®esz 8, et e8®@» Ses.
aflsorr GG sLILIL B sTMmYS Gl TeTemLILIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.

@S (B8 w) &.80.98.09. gdwssm Owmo (Saess
882E®), 8 8w 85w BT BIRD L™BHE)
(wressryflg (Gurrdfwi) er.6Td.6Tib.616. SLWTSeT - GLTS)
BlH6UTS, LOTSHTENT FEOLIGGT LHMILD 2 _6eahyTL o HewLOFFT)
(The Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna - Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
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asked the Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports:

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House -

)

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

whether he is aware that the construction of
the public sports complex located in the
centre of the Kilinochchi Town was
commenced in the year 2010 and has not
yet been handed over for the use of the
athletes;

the level to which the sports complex has
been planned to be constructed,

the amount of funds allocated for the
construction of aforesaid sports complex so
far;

the amount spent from aforesaid funds
during the last 10 years;

the number of contractors engaged so far for
the construction of the sports complex; and

the names of the contractors currently
carrying out the construction?

Will he also inform this House the -

(i) impact this construction delay has had on
the sportsmen and sportswomen of the
district; and

(i) measures that have been taken for the
development of the sports sector in the
Kilinochchi District?

If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(@)

Will she inform this House -
(1) whether she is aware that many schools face

challenges in repairing equipment such as
computers, multimedia projectors and smart
boards;

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

786

the procedure to be followed in cases where
electronic equipment in schools become
non-functional;

separately, by zone, the percentage of non-
functioning electronic equipment in schools
in the Northern Province; and

whether she is aware that the Zonal
Technology Team has not been utilized
effectively due to the shortage of
Information Technology teachers in certain
zones of the Province?

(b)  Will she also inform this House -

@

(ii)

(iii)

separately, by province, the financial
allocation made for the repair of computer
hardware in schools during the last five
years;

whether the aforesaid financial allocation is

sufficient for the repair of computer
hardware in schools; and

whether a sustainable plan will be
implemented for the repair of computer
hardware in schools?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Speaker, the points raised by the Hon. Member
are valid. There is a shortage of teachers and it is an issue
we are facing. However, we are in the process of
recruiting teachers this year. We hope that at least 50 per
cent of those vacancies would be filled through one
recruitment process. We are also in the process of filling
more of those vacancies within this year and at the
beginning of next year.

The exam had been conducted for the recruitment of
23,000 teachers. The recruitment process is currently
being organized and will be completed this year. We
expect, with those recruitments, that 50 per cent of those
vacancies in provincial schools would be filled and we
have also organized a training programme for them
accordingly.

We are also in the process of assessing the needs -
infrastructure, equipment and devices - as well as
addressing maintenance issues in schools. Money has
been allocated to the provincial councils to deal with
those and on request, additional money could also be
provided.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, the Hon. Member has raised an extremely
important point. That is about e-waste management. We
are currently in the process of issuing guidelines as to
how that should be managed. I have to admit that it is not
a clear-cut procedure and we need some advice as to how
that should be done because there is a problem, not just
within the education system, but in general, with the
disposal of unsafe e-waste. So, that is an issue we need to
tackle. I am very grateful to the Hon. Member for raising
that issue. That is something we are working on with the
Ministry of Digital Economy in getting the guidelines
ready, at least, for the education system.
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asked the Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean
Resources:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(i) there is a delay in issuing licences for
vessels engaged in the ring net fishing
industry in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces;

(i) owing to the delay, it has not been possible
to harvest fish that are available only at a
specific time; and

(iii)  fishermen, fishing gear and vessels engaged
in fishing activities without licenses are
apprehended by Navy officers and the
Fisheries and  Aquatic =~ Resources
Department officers, produced before the
courts and fined?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the reasons for the delay in issuing the licences
mentioned in (a) (i) above; and

(i) whether steps will be taken to issue licenses
within the stipulated time in the future?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Security and Co-operative Development:

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House -

Commerce,

9, 6esfled, YSDBTRT HTTEWTBIGST — UITED6EY

Food

(i) the number of Sathosa outlets located
Islandwide;

(i) the number of Sathosa outlets that were

closed down from January,

October, 2025; and

(iii) the profit and expenditure of the entire
Sathosa outlet network during the said
period, separately for each month?

Will he also inform this House -

2024

to

(i) whether he is aware that the Karapitiya
Sathosa outlet in the Galle District has now
been closed; and

(i) if so, the reasons therefor?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana - Deputy Minister of Trade,
Commerce and Food Security)
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Expenses

Profit/(Loss)

Expenses

Profit/(Loss) -

Expenses

Profit/(Loss)
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(ii)
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Jan Feb Mar Apr__ May Jun Jul Aug _Sep Oct Nov. —Dec
(696427,458)  (736887,163)  (758,283,220)  (775,616,235) (701,065,500)  (683,250,887)  (678,100,916)  (703,839,825) (681,068,480  (711,308,572) (711,909,684)  (651,870,742)
(42781,001)  (66,803804)  (29,673,690) . 31,527,765  (135746070) (118,988914)  (94,403,650)  (95089,874)  (77,151358) (108,504368) (160,252,431) 55529795
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Jan Feb 3 Mar Apr May Jun Jul

(621,919,634)
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(63,444,369)

(639,837,358)

60,474,898

(664,605,293)

58,917,267

(610,396,153)

(31,948,414)

(610,033,769)

(22,903,048)

(612,477,106}

13,164,822
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Ui @)dFFewLd@ Mlalliiuryr?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Is she aware that the -

(i) people affected by the tsunami disaster that
occurred on 26.12.2004 in the Pottuvil
Divisional Secretary's Division lost their
homes;
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(i) Government and  Non-Governmental
Organizations had constructed and provided
alternative houses on private lands and State
lands for those people; and

(iii) aforesaid alternative houses had been
constructed on State lands in the Grama
Niladhari Divisions of Sarvodayapuram,
Senkamam, Hijra Nagar, Kanahar Village,
Komari 1 and Komari 2?

(b)  Will she inform this House the -

() reasons for the relevant land deeds not yet
been granted to the aforesaid people, even
though a period of more than 18 years had
elapsed; and

(if)  steps that have been taken or will be taken
in the future to grant land deeds to those
people expeditiously?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@67 (99028w) w3H §®5eyBes
(wressryll@ (SvTBlS) anflef owreEMw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Speaker, the Answer is as follows:

(a) (1) Yes, I am aware that the people of the
Pottuvil Divisional Secretary's Division lost

their homes due to the tsunami disaster.

(i) The Government and Non-Governmental
Organizations had constructed and provided
alternative houses on the lands where the
tsunami-displaced people were residing and
on government lands.

(iii) Those alternative houses had been
constructed on government lands located in
the Grama Niladhari Divisions of
Sarvodayapuram, Senkamam, Hijra Nagar,
Komari 1 and Komari 2. Tsunami housing
had not been constructed in the Kanahar
Gramam area and the resettlement of
individuals displaced by the war had been
undertaken there.

(b) () There are problems with granting the deeds
as some of the original land owners who
first received those lands are no longer
residing on them. The original land owners
had sold the lands to third parties. So, those
are some of the issues that have been
currently identified.

(i) The Divisional Secretary, Pottuvil has been
collaborating with the Land Commissioner
General's Department in order to take
necessary steps to issue deeds to the people
displaced by the tsunami disaster.
Accordingly, it was proposed to issue those
deeds to the original residents or to their
family members in the event the original
residents are deceased, and to provide the

land on a short-term or long-term lease
basis to the individuals who are not original
residents or those who have purchased the
land.

(¢) Notrelevant.
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(oressrfl@ (SvTmHld) apfesf owreEsMw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, that is what was explained, that the Pottuvil
Divisional Secretary is currently working with the Land
Commissioner General to sort out, first, the issues of
ownership because, as was mentioned, some of the
owners are deceased or had sold their properties. So, the
issue of ownership has to be settled first and that process
is underway. Then, the issues with regard to repairs or
water issues that those people are facing could be
addressed through the normal means; it does not make a
difference whether they are tsunami-affected or not or
what the circumstances were. The usual procedures for
dealing with those issues could be followed; that is
applicable to those households also.

©0 98.88. gd¢E DB Swmo
(omeirL i@ 6Tib.6To. BLigIeL eurds)

(The Hon. M.S. Abthul Wazeeth)
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(wressyll@ (SvTBld) anflef owreEMw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, as was mentioned, the Hon. Member raised this
issue previously also. We are currently in the process of
analysing all of the zones and the distribution of zones.
When that plan is finalized, we can make a final decision
about this particular zone as well. We cannot take it in
isolation; it has to be part of the entire reorganizing of the
district and that province. So, that review is underway.
Within the next year, we will be implementing the new
administrative arrangements for those schools, but that
can only be finalized once that initial assessment is
planned. Currently, there is a pilot project underway in
Dehiattakandiya. We are taking lessons from that to apply
to all of those other areas.

@O0 QIBNBHD S
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(The Hon. Speaker)

gdm aqom 6 -1827/2026- (1), ©5; (e@dexs) s¥®@sncs?
©355E0® Owno.

@0 (000¢x1) 8FD5¢sT w8BBE0® Bwmo
(orer Ll (sweugglur) LUSWLBTSET F&dwedBIELD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)
Sir, I ask the Question.
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@)

asked the
Resources:

B)ss1@msv, 76877

Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

\J)

(vi)

whether he is aware that the Oluvil Port was
established with the objective of operating
as a fishery and commercial harbour in the
Ampara District;

the date on which the said port was
established and its operations were
commenced;

the foreign country that provided financial
assistance for the construction of the said
port;

the total expenditure incurred on the said
construction;

the period during which the aforesaid port
was in operation prior to the abandonment
of its operations due to the accumulation of
sand at the river mouth; and

the period of time that has elapsed up to
now since the said port became inactive?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

)

(ii)

the number of fishermen who benefitted
from the port at the time of its
commencement of operations;

whether there are fishermen benefitting
from it at present;

(iif)
(iv)

™)

808

if so, the number of such fishermen;

whether the Government has planned to
renovate the Oluvil Port in a manner that
would enable it to contribute to national fish
production and the national economy; and

if so, the details of such plans?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -
(i) the number of printing presses under the
Ministry;
(i) the number of employees working in them;
(iii)) the names of the locations where the said

printing presses are situated and their
present operational status;

(iv) if there are printing presses that are not
operational, the measures that have been
taken to restore them to working condition;
and

(v) the benefits that can be derived from
restoring the said printing presses to
working condition?

(b)  Will she also inform this House the -

(i) role played by the printing presses that are
currently in operational status;

(ii) Dbenefits that can be derived by the
Government as a result of having printing
presses under the Ministry; and

(iii) measures that will be taken to modernize
the printing presses?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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That is, the economic realities with which cost-push
inflation is taking place in Sri Lanka, Sir.
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What I am asking is, what measures have been taken
for protection and retention of investments in Sri Lanka.
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Sir, that is the most important thing. A Single-Window
clearance system is what is required. Now that you have
Mr. Duminda Hulangamuwa as President’s Economic
Adviser, who is a well-known and a proven professional,
ensure that the Bol offers these companies more
opportunity before more exports move out of the country.

5. @eddwm ©:0@c¢ @ 9rIted gmd Bewd edege
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Sir, we also have to look at the EU GSP Plus, which is
also under threat. That is another issue. Now, with the
India-EU Free Trade Agreement having an impact on us,
we must ensure, at all costs, that we retain our GSP Plus
status from the European Union. So, I would appreciate it
if you would take the lead on that.

6.  20275% @ § cowndd 88 EU GSP Plus eswzme
yo8n ¢? 9w 88 Se® ewd B Se® gdomO
@@ue?  95Ilwdd  wedHed & ol
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Sir, I ask the next question in English because it has an
international ramification.

7.  Has Government consulted MAS Holdings and
other major exporters and SMEs regarding what is
required to retain and expand their next generation
of investments in Sri Lanka and what their
principal concerns are, and what action has been
agreed on?

8. What measurable competitiveness targets will the
Government implement to ensure that Sri Lanka
retains investment, employment and value addition
rather than progressively exporting them to
competing economies?

Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Speaker, we are in the process of collecting
information to respond to this Question. I will respond as
soon as possible.
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CURRENT STATUS OF OLUVIL PORT

DEVELOPMENT PROJECT: STATEMENT BY
MINISTER OF PORTS AND CIVIL AVIATION
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(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Ports and
Civil Aviation and Minister of Energy)

Hon. Speaker, the Answer to the Question raised by

Hon. Kader Masthan on 24.06.26 is as follows:

L. The date of commencement was 01% of July,
2008.

Obijectives and goals:

e Develop a modern port with suitable shore
facilities for general cargo and coastal
passenger transport.

e  Support future port expansion into a larger
commercial port.

e  Support fishing activities and related shore-
based services and industries.

e Facilitate transportation of essential goods,
construction materials, equipment,
agricultural and fisheries products between
the East and other regions.

e Promote coastal passenger transport and
improve regional connectivity.

e Increase fish production, particularly tuna and
related species.

e C(Create employment opportunities and
generate foreign exchange.

e Provide facilities for offshore and deep-sea

fishing vessels to overcome existing
operational constraints.
e Attract private investment for cement,

fertilizer and other industrial facilities.

e Provide bunkering facilities for coastal and
offshore vessels.

2. The documents requested for are as follows:
e Annex 01: Feasibility Study Report

e Annex 02: Environmental Impact Assessment
Report

e Annex 03: Gazette Notification related to the
land allocation
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e Annex 04: Cabinet Memorandum No.
2005/13 dated 30™ June, 2005 submitted to
obtain the approval of the Cabinet of
Ministers for the award of the contract
for the construction of the Oluvil Port Project.

Sir, I table* all these four Annexes.

It happened in 2005, 21 years ago. So, it is very
difficult to find the relevant documents. Therefore,
we are not in a position to submit those
documents.

Loan assistance had been provided by the Nordea
Bank Denmark A/S for the Oluvil Port
Development Project. The Loan Agreement
between the Ministry of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the Nordea
Bank Denmark A/S for the financing of the Oluvil
Port Development Project was signed on 23™
May, 2008. 1 table* a copy of the Loan
Agreement as Annex 05.

Yes.

e The project was successfully completed on
22.11.2012, and the Final Completion
Certificate was issued on 26.05.2015 to M/s
MT Hojgaard A/S. 1 table* the details as
Annex 06.

e  The fishing harbour commenced operations in
September, 2013 and remained operational
until 2019. After 2019, the operations had
been suspended. However, the commercial
harbour could not be operationalized due to
severe siltation and the inability to maintain
the required navigational depth at the harbour
entrance. So, due to those reasons, now, it is
not operational either commercially or as a
fishery harbour.

e During 2013 to 2015, significant sand
accumulation occurred at the harbour mouth,
navigation channel and in coastal areas
accompanied by severe coastal erosion along
the northern coastline and sand deposition on
the southern side.

e SLPA requested DANIDA technical
assistance on 06.03.2014 to investigate the
coastal processes and identify feasible
mitigation measures. DANIDA accepted the
request on 17.03.2014.

e Following further coordination through ERD,
DHI - Denmark submitted its technical and
financial proposal on 14.05.2016.

e  (Cabinet approval was obtained on 10.08.2016
to expedite negotiations with DANIDA for
the required studies.

e Accordingly, the Littoral Drift Study
commenced on 19.08.2016 with DANIDA
financial assistance and was undertaken by

* getmamced @ .
* praflewevig el sweusbsLILIL. (HeiTens).

* Placed in the Library.
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DHI - Denmark, focusing on coastal sediment
transport, siltation and erosion and sustainable
mitigation measures for Oluvil Port.

According to the Cabinet Decisions received
regarding the Oluvil Port, the following actions
had been taken by the Sri Lanka Ports Authority -
SLPA.

Transfer of Fishery Harbour

e (Cabinet Decision No.16/2061/725/009-1 dated
26.10.2016 approved the transfer of Lots 01
and 04 of the Oluvil Fishery Harbour to the
Ministry of Fisheries.

e An MoU between SLPA and the Ministry of
Fisheries was signed on 09.05.2022 to
formalize the transfer.

o The facilities were intended to be operated as
a fishery harbour.

Calling for Eol/RFP for the long-term lease of

lands and buildings belonging to Sri Lanka Ports
Authority at Oluvil for port-related industries/

business ventures

Cabinet Decision No. 22/1787/628/016-1 dated
21.11.2022 approved a competitive Eol/RFP
process to attract private investment for port-
related industries at Oluvil. That had been done,
but only one investor had  forwarded his
submission.

e A Special Project Evaluation Committee -
SPEC - was appointed to evaluate the investor
proposals.

e Fol was invited from industries for ship/ boat
repair and maintenance, vessel building/
dismantling, fisheries-related industries and
solar energy projects.

e Following the Eol, proposals were received
for ship repair and maintenance, heavy
mineral mining and value-added processing
and fish processing.

e  Shortlisted investors were invited to submit
detailed proposals under the RFP process.

e (Cabinet approval was subsequently obtained
for a ship repair and maintenance investment
project using available land and facilities.

e The selected investor failed to respond to the
Letter of Intent - Lol - within the stipulated
period, despite extensions and many
reminders.

o Consequently, the proposed investment was
not materialized, and the matter was reported
to the Cabinet on 03.11.2025.

Yes. According to the information provided by the
Coast Conservation and Coastal Resource
Management Department, revetments comprising
armour boulders have been constructed along
approximately 16.5 kilometres of the coastline to
mitigate coastal erosion occurring in the vicinity of
Oluvil Port. Furthermore, the Coast Conservation
and Coastal Resource Management Department
has informed that an annual allocation of
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approximately Rs. 57 million will be provided for
the implementation of coastal protection and
maintenance measures to address the erosion
issues associated with Oluvil Port.

8. The plans this Government intends to implement
in the future to ensure the full operation and
utilization of the Oluvil Port is as follows:

At present, the Oluvil Port remains covered with
sand - annually, there are two sand formations
from two different directions during the two
seasons in the year - which has created operational
challenges in maintaining standard shipping and
maritime activities.

So, the Government is exploring the best
alternative uses to reactivate the port facility in a
manner that provides maximum economic benefit
both to the region and the country. To achieve this,
the Government is currently in active discussions
with various  investors to utilize the port
effectively for suitable commercial and
development projects.

However, we still have not found any tangible
solution or a potential investor for this purpose.
We have received several proposals, but there are
certain technical as well as some financial lapses.
Upon the successful conclusion of these
negotiations, the Government will take necessary
steps to operationalize the port premises at
optimum capacity and boost the regional
economy.

Thank you.

@0 o). ¢8 OedmozT Swmo
(omevsr i@ B%. ST WeVSTEIT)
(The Hon. K. Kader Masthan)
Liswiblsvsvralic Fapwrefli- 7.

Qaseryey FuUTHTWSET euisGer, GClHsmrey EWFFT
S|UTHET BT (1 LISleHVS Shd(hdbSlermri. perml! @)baL
Llréflemest s FepsssnEg Srdwsd FIwrTsds sHemevenio
s @meuTlg FWHSLILIL 1Y HEHSSTD GHDIFTL (h 6T6dTD
IgLitenL_uiled B)HlGsv stetresr LilewpassiT 6JMHLIL L 6UT 6TETLIENS
Que prer glilL allGoyslsT@psr. sTaig), GUlSS
FTSSWSIn DN YU1e] HPlebeosulleiTily HIewM s BT LoTewT
Goauswevsst B GQunibGUTrwEs  harbour  mouth@)ev
Brbgrors  dredger, oHmeugl et pump  LissTEMISlSITD
machinegujb @ SLUmLUD Daudgl LD Ll hHeL 6T
Sewg  pump @bss  harbourse
B\ bhBerTeydEGHd HTEHSBD FHLL G (HoHBHTHI.

Lievstenst) ull (5. e

98xBumev, design LiswTemsTLILIL L gebrLitg, harbour mouthgy
Q9@ UsSD Hvewmsd round up uerellulHdbs Geusr(Hib;
@) erGleTT(H concrete  cylinder  wuswTemilul(Hdbs
Geuswr . g contract er(hdbs BH company, concrete
LIGTSTEm)| 62155160
WPUQYUTOSSTD bdS STVSHL LGB gnmlwgmrev, Sri Lanka
Ports Authority obg Geusmevenw oybs period @)p@er

L& &L

vlrgflemesr UL ST HewgpdF GFiinw

WPYLILSHETS YHSLI LiGSHSMBU|LD HevevTed round up Liessresst

ADIwgl QsThS53. ysIsTH GHss S Czreal
WML USD &I HTTeWID 6TehTm YbhsLl LGS ullesrer [3)s
FOUBSLOTS BlLewidgieuld euTiihg engineerseysd GmHmen
FTL LU STmgI. esrTev, @)g FbupbSorss Guri i’ L
plan pevevg).

OO DOIBNBH O

(orerLfl@ FUTHTWST SyeuTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)

O OIEn®, BINEed yEmw emIewsy gwsIs.

@G @23, 20¢8 edmany Owmo

(oressryfl@ Cs. ST 6TVSHT6IT)

(The Hon. K. Kader Masthan)

el ugguiley GCuphblererartiul’ L @)bss L b
Fgflwrer peopuillsd B CQUDPIBHSTL S L G L L
YUTSHeBTEHSTOTUTHEHEHG Gouswed  sumiilifds el g
&G, @)FetTepsvors bUTenD WTeul L (b L (HLosVsV,
@ wresTasr@w  QFflliuemLbSmE@GD. @ser S
agpuThsearrevgsrer @51 CarevallwedL_bssTHEd  HHSLI
u@eusmTey, @)H FOUbBSWTS Broiser Cuaaemns olBHdl,
@bss siewmuiled Blyswrdgieud Qumm engineers 2 L gnib Sri
Lanka Ports Authority = L eniid @@ SVHSIPTWTL D6V
CupHlETsiTar GbeTrey SWIFFT JjeuTdhsT @i eFHUTL DL
CuhesrenTLrsd, @ewg OCeupdlasrwrer @ S wrs
rHDeVTLD. JOETOIMTEY Bresr (pedrLy dmMwgICuTey, (3)g)
WODHS SHWVAUT H6iGTooll HEUTHEHDL W 6 Heurey!
I|bsdH HevTemey BlewmGeunHM BHTHIGET L 6ulgdendsClwBsHs
GeusnT(HLb. @ ppseursEer HBIE — Fev
Causwevsemard QFiiw sT(HdS bL Uiy HensHaTTVST6T 35 fail
DL (HSHHST D).

S|WFFTHEMTTS

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTifl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTder)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 O5EnE, DR gz¥ gdwsy WOBIB.

@0 o, e Pedmasy Bwmo
(oressryfl@ Cs. HTSHI W6TVST6DT)
(The Hon. K. Kader Masthan)

@@ BILOIL_LD ST (HmiIgGeT!

@bss S LD BeLsVgl. YeuTed, @)g CHmevailwenL
augsh@ @eusurprer Ho  QFWDHUTHSTSTET  HTT6sILD.
pevelld  FepssBHEG  Yrwsd  FHwTES  FHewevewLo
STHBIE W (HEHG @)SITPILTS LB THH DL 1 HLILISTSD
@) sUUTMTET 63(h FhSHTLILIGENS -

®CL 30 WO EBCH Ovmo

(omessTLll@ DT H(HEWTTH V&S5

(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)

O0 OEROB, RN wewsy mEr Drod 0® yudmed &
BEO BRwm ¥ OO 08I0 IFE WO ©®
OB By 1. DY, gDIBENODO, e 0@WD W C1Ee®
w0y Bodsersy amum gAnemed & iEBECEO on gnd
BY Do »oeg 8w Pwwddsl »®8 e® technical
design & @I Bedslerd. e@ime, & yodaw o
20ede Beadm 0 Sodvewsy Simdn @b,
2gcided mc eemm @® harbour mouth dex &Ewo - sand
formations - emmewmD BwEr. T® DiEDO wewo
20@s O medhm HCEe, mWeHh® 00 B®
DOBTesY 5380 HOB 6® DGw eI BeRsIesT.



823 2026 e58m1@38 08 824

®©0 ®mOnemn®A, harbour mouth &= ozfemiss,
80@50wsY 885 #18ceon BT YOO O renwd Y
D18ud 8B Beamdl. &8 O widww 08 98 9o
wes, gfoided w® 8Bosl ded® o® D8ss - sand
formations - e®ONBO 8¢ eODHD. 0@ WME WD
IO 8g 0dm. OO Bewo 8w mE» I
1300 O widwem D8 90 WSE D 3808 ®ISEIH
NGO, v® afcided® Bame 88Dww ¢dc O 9o
BBO BEQ BTy 00500, & Bewo 0@m Y1 Dnews’ emB
»0® ¢o0 feasible ¢ Bwxy O ® WIWDBD BOBHo.
280 ¢romm 88w, BOJF DowE ©Owd ¢ddg B OHS
e e®@m operate edEr Beadmdr. m»@xf, commercial
Do H 3w operate @G . SemEEs e®@m JOJ
DGz MW wDENBW WO PeTVONO WHHDE BwWD) O
o @8 @D BBswme D6 @@imse@ws OWm oD
. JomndEsieosy gud ®wldm cFnded ciReood
D e@ime, e@en Bedm DImsdm OOQ vy & Bedn
Geuds - §en amumnd 8¢ - 0 0F Bwr. 0men®
Penry, ©IC POBTEDEBH oW e 0m b
D@D ®W3 w0 WmOevm Yednrwds, o JoOxf
$838m Drews’ Do DxvaBur VO e®w uBDEmB®@
DO 48 0w Dm0,

©e® &SnAE.

OO DOIBNBDHR Do
(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

s ew®@un BEosIDe.

B3y emYOus 8w ID®
Forliésiiul L FI L epevBIger
BILLS PRESENTED

BedE®, gd- 8Y gBIHCIBLLH Resd D&

(800@dD5)) 85 emYOB®
BEHFSB6T, L6 LHMILD SfLITWSETLOT6sT

QYL BEISST (S(hSS(D) FL1L_apsoid
POISONS, OPIUM AND DANGEROUS DRUGS (AMENDMENT)
BILL

"(218 & @lmcw §) Bedde, ade Y GBIHHBHED Rl
D8® grwpuyn Beerldme BBE wews § oy emy®snd."

BEwYO» e ¢lmoen ww HHm IdIDm ¢@imx
@07 988k 2992096325290 B0 SE25.

2026 &35 @8 22020 @eoencyDa¢o @¢O2 OO 2ewsSas ggpaséd
& O3 Geha DE GRB& ¢ 015 SIeme, Gafe ww 855
o ers EEDE ¢ ¢dmlsen 02 w600 6O» 6w DE
G68 ¢ Bewlo wom &

B wpmh  CsAw  PEHEPWLILTL ()  YWWFFI  LOTITLILEG
DT OREIT [BTEOTITULIS BT YU FHMTD FLON LILIGIHLILIL L .

2026 GlriGhribui 22,  GlFelisumiisaslpeni  @UIeRTL T 1psHm
wlfl . Gousssr(B)olwssrsy b Gousorr(BGlwsoreyLd
QYEBewE, BE  wpmyh Al  urgEriy  uppl EeRmFTI
Cupuriswsus — Gupeyshd  YpILGGSULL.  CousT(H6)weTeyL)
L1 ewemufl_ L1 .

Presented by the Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Minister of Justice
and National Integration; to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 22nd
September, 2026 and to be printed and to be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil Protection.

I AL

Bud8v, ad- Y gBIHCrBLBH RVesd D&®

(sceadd®) sm0s emY®sn
BEHFB6T, U6 LHMILD B LITWISE T LOTesT

9O FBIFET (S (BES10) FILepsid
POISONS, OPIUM AND DANGEROUS DRUGS (AMENDMENT)
BILL

"(218 D g8mnow g) Bedde, gd- wy FTBHHWBEED Desd)
080 emn weonddms B3O wews § vm emIRuend."

EE0xl0» pded oldmoes ww ehBm Sdddms ¢@imxs
DG w8ees 2092005252990 Oewmr SEA.

2026 e85 08 2202 gewciOigp @¢dz» OO Hwduws
G388 ¢ o fewws ME GRBE ¢ G MG, GaBs ey
85 gromfeess BEDE @rodm odolsen 20m @00 0O»
08 e @wd ¢ Hewlw o .

BB wpmh  GEIw  RUBERLLILITL () YDIOFFT  LOTEITLILES,
DT OREIT [BTOTIT IS T YSUT HOTTED FLON LIS FBLILIL 1.

2026 GlrLiGlrvi 22, GlFeisumiisaslpsnw QT b  wpenm
WA Gouendr(B)6lwsoreyid Govsvvr () GlosvrsyLd
YEBwEs, By wpmh el LurSSTUL U SIDDFTT
Cupuriswsud — Gupeyss — QPMIILGESLLL.  GausTGolaTayh

L L ewemufl_ L1 1 gy.

YFF_LiLn

Presented by the Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Minister of Justice
and National Integration; to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 22nd
September, 2026 and to be printed and to be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil Protection.

@O0 QBNWD O
(omesTfl@ FUTBTIWST SjeuTdsT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Yo D18 ®OYD.

06 sped dvw g 1 sy 2 an®n BB wewo

988 B8O, yOWwWD, VTG ©H NOB® ©BDEDD
@®ms5m®0. You have 15 minutes.

e®308 DI BB Bewd®
GOTL_L T 6UT&H6TF FL_L_LD: GRS
MOTOR TRAFFIC ACT: REGULATIONS

[&3.00. 11.18]

©G; 3OF TN Owm (YDowwm, DWI@l® esw

208m 00820 g@ms  ®ww ©8Ged®xned
BWIZNBDR )
(oressryfl@ LilLosv THBTIWSS - GurdGaurssl,

QBB EpFTeweVssT WHMID BHr LlallHhd ewLdFF (KD
LTI TEBLOSTNE FenLI (PFHeVau (HLD)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the
House of Parliament)

OO WONTNLDROB, & 5D EWsY ©wdBEND 9eBuny

DO 0:

"(203 @R20w §) @O s wmen 202 DesiBe ©w®w®
Bedas gn 237 DosiBe wden ydIwWwm, ©@be wy PO3D
00802 @@osD0wr B8BBY woem gD, 2026 & 19 B aow
2489/22 ¢S @B Bede 010 vyed g mOom @, 2026.08.18 &x
988u WOm C¢ Bewdn am@s mE ¥R @.

(2@ ORDCeS an@Bw (53D Bed.)"



825 Eielelcloia1o)

[06; BOF c¥mrnwm ©wmo]

OO DONEBHROB, 8O 0BT 0506 Byl BBW Gow
2 ¢05) ewdessnde ® @e8er OB,

@0 DOIBNBIDROB, 0® gl C BTN ESRBE.
e® Bice @d®y» RBILO yOdewsy BBsw wme @n
MOBe  Bedmdr. 8Eed®zin e ®adced
©NIBBNMIC DEONBHCGOR Deewsy @ddg 33w ekde »e
3.00.8. Ve odO8E Owmo wEHO®IE 03008 o
§00e08m Pem. On®ied ¢widw OB ¢ued eRIm® YR
DOTHO 0 006 gduENdE S 0BIH. 7@ 9m®
©ued »® mBwswade g me Bewdewx. a8 2000
290l 58Be@mIndd @y Dot 9eI® ¢ emena;
0O Hcd WOGED WE EWEHW. IR e@dfMmnd @D
e ©8neAE 03008 ¢ evdwmwSn Pew. a8 9m®
BDBIY 00D, cBE owic BeBown 8Ee@sIndd
28800 o.

OO DOILNGHROB, 88 @¢ Emedd e@JOY Dinmy vmH
wOor Bewlwn i@ 928sy w0y CI®D. & Died®
5D®), OBy wy N0 wDERD DI REeE
Bedm DRwdvsy os, a8 gy € Bedn gBewdo
O B0 P WO @ 00w gdE%D WS
oI,

¢ 938ur WO Bedmy Beowlwde ¢ofen 8O ©®
omdewsy BTHO. O DOINEHRDOB, Bewdss
OB ww ged gemnw OB §OBOS »O »gy BEIED
Bme Drewsy BEE Wi8. vg@edB mdemes »O8, a8
o180 O 988u WO E® ¢ EEe®IReDsY er®
WO OB DRI eOmD. 88 ewdssn MO Bedm
Bewd® gog 0dstesy ©8 ydwmed Bdm 0D dd JO,
053 0O Ded DIHOEY ©R;mEB. evedolEHD nOTed
005 @By DIHHOCO ®@m el edxfery mywi. SOy
DOOT O O vy S, 8 SOOBsY ewd office
vansoBx¥, mnFm® school vansd8x @8z ydowma
DO 5O, Ve FH® trip O D O, ¢xIH
OB Dy @BDEBersI® BeEd®d 5,000m0 ¢&) Ddn
CH®E 0wl S RBDBO F ICE®E IO Dwndd
ewedonmd BEAe s ©O0e® udFven wyBwmant
CHon @nd. Becd®os 5,000 oFodsm »EDY
roadworthiness test &=z 6 ozt @2y w@BSEWGSY
290 demd Do mIw roadworthiness test Oz ez0edd, Sm
S comprehensive ©mx. @@= O Dén @&, 60815
B BOGH O, ®GE BT BE ©wensy OFemsS, BB
O Om QCB®O® Bedsimy yOOsy. »HEW, @ isewsy
G8ws@ 1,500, 6i8eE 2,000 Died B@0Dm m36 o5
go0sy Bum O »nO8 ged gewe. S tests BBwwnd
»0 055 ¢Des8. IO oD HOB, eDewd s Do
2560c8 - 2025 98 @wed 8¢ ey oIl amnd
oo, 80 sded aiFeE 8g ey amnd on - ¢usd
@dhewd e ¢Briny By ecwr »O& trips we owd
08 ydrwmyw WO A IO ®BwWCD BHA WOsIesy
B Bem Om. g8 0©wes eYWON WHReOD BNV
emndd e § o e ddwm Motor Vehicle Examiner's
report &z ¢8 g» Bedmn. g; god O5Enecdn En o®
28Ee0InD0 9B8u MOB. ®i W INBHHOB, GBSO
o ey O @ SOwm Motor Vehicle Examiner's report
vod Beamd, adiden Buded® dm syFnm odn v

826

Bedlery Bwer. IS D ©¢dm omoemm Bwo
eI ey, 88 @B AcenEeHO. T weE By &8
aFm, 0® guwd el8ows’ P Jows gFed -dd
aden Byen. & & cved brake hose Om we
Boedsiesy ®FOED Ond ¢@» hose OmBsY. & Dred gsiBe
CNHICBCOCS »O8 Diwvm cvBwsies). BBy trips
wstery wng odsim. 8EE 2 wriery. »EY, qvdied
88m 5B @D Do.

8 0@mohnEd - ©d 8y ©de® eded
O n®ed dhEmed - Ol eQEdws amndd CH
@0 8 0853 0f Secems BB How. & Dredf® nD SwE
a0 8 ew. SO od¥nd nO& Jios egcded BEO
CBO 9 ePBIO. OMeEO @BsT O ecim I OWO
cuemsiesy oYl 9B v AW O & egeded aBesy
»desm. Onemd BBysled O Bz, edE &5
wsiesl. 8@ws 80 & 8By OxYerned wrles’, e¢dwsiO
Basiny. gsiBO0 & 0@m» ey edsfers mynw. OO Bewo
Bedsewsi® D B eim e DoROW osizy .
©®m Dedws. »YGDT BmO wrlesy oy 05y, Bm®
GODOD OWWHEHDY GBI BN 05, YOI as. & Bwo
RPsI0 DoROW BedmryDr. D1dwn Pen®, D1dn
OC® WO A, BeV® WSBID By, & Hen HOB a8 e®
©wdE500 WOBTesY. 0D OWOS SaE AW 8OO ¢8
D00y 0ds3esy By OO B S DO D=
»0ed Dinmed §B» oddE Sm check md wsis.

28 0® 08s7 e industry &m ew profession dmzyxy
develop m»omds. NVQ Level 4 geegm® w0 aqn® Beadnm
DaFBWBBIO ©G6d Omm Bwondd edEs Dz check
DO oosy. Omemd, QPO OB Gcwe@mnsy
Credm D Dred®, motor mechanism EGsw ¢s¥sn ¢wd S
©BedD%HeDsT WO @dEORE Creadmd. I »O
god 8B 0. BgPOm Pwd vyews’ 9l S
Boeasiersy Ioa.

OO DNIWROB, @cOB ©1ed vy e®w18B. ged GO
e odDCEORS oXwcwd BBE BYPwms, @bv
G000 sFens’, 6O Dwwm gmnd sens’ ecImed
COBE a@mdsT ged 6O 9riesy evig mBI® ©BNeDB Bwm
O QIR ¢¥md. @8 gries’ ecdwmed m»Sm category
vo. e gfoided SO Dwm gmnGOEs ged ced
2,750 ©01em0. & BBwO aBBwE 88w amynsidEo un
@O WBWO sy ICE B oS, 0@ acws
5O8 ¢g HBm Beemewsy - GDP demsy - Bwwd 3,
5 gm0 y@imw 8w amnd; Bwe e 0Dm Bwm
om. & Bwo @8 dm @00 00008, nmmcd 80
290idemO mEBsY survey dmms ®O ¢Bed8 @bvned
@By DomDE BYwes seatsdE ws awdn seat belts @BaSw
. I O 2fdided edmdh. BEO ememmd seat
belts c@s¥es? 390 ¢8edB @bved wrim Jw. Divwmed
@udesdw WIS Py, BYww eI Wi e®me, aBed
@bed 8¢ O accidents ofems, & DiwmOE 8Jwve om
200 HOB BO W} B 0O Beasiesy. BJue om ge
seat belts ¢®@z¥esy 539D Bwid, JevFecd vrleosis s1wed
Beci®oc 100z edvews’. Omez»d, windscreen o=
Do B0 8@, & Dwmwed® w@ldedEr »O8
oemd nDE odxtery, ITewmd ©edsien’. RS
@D IO W ¢S1O5Y »OB & BBwO gmncd n
edrlesy. e®ume, JdevmEecd »O8 DwmdE 8Yww



827 2026 e58m1@38 08 828

wslesy. 98 Bw gfoidens Bedod a8 Jm gBbe mSo
Beadms. Seat belts Beadzmdr 0, ¢l3edd @bvned
@BE0 gBNBBewsI® JD ensy WsID 5.

Rw gmed »O ydmwE . 0d eo®BAnSwA, seat
belts #18EE 3B Doy ged 600 BedmryDr. B® MEBO
DEBT aory DomOE Bdwocwmawe O8xY seat belts @8 S
0. @3m & Dows wews seat belts weoosis ¢8 agoidem
WS G BN, &, s nemsy BB ®E O WIS,
oy BB  @Bdmc y@imwen OB, ©d;
®»Osnemn®A. Orthopedic surgeonscid, Gowwed ydes
BODBBIO, WS OBIO, DD 3.8 MOE YHBsIO 0®
200D ©® H$RBOTID D5, e@ime, BB 00 (0
s e BOD, n@sTed DwwmOE seat belts weosTs
B & Ben 0@ 95 @ ®8 @ 1908 ¢8sY vdedd
283008 @dned wmdr m»®, seat belts Bedm Dovwmwm
208 0¥ edxesy. @® 0® Mitkmn SodvewsI® BwsIm
B0 e@mB. B0 WEBT OB A1 wImDLHOWE OO e®
8Eacd BdODn. Seat belts woosien m»A staff service vans
Bedsim yodxy, school vans Bedsts godsy. mH@ &
BBw Buwod®m BB® afciden Bdeld »E O Byeed,
®ts EBEY BB, VB, @® OB & EHO®E ®w 199(B
08 vded »Osfed staff service van dewd, »Osled
school van de2x seat belts wooFen oy m®, & Diwmde
Buwigosio  ewmB8ewsy ¢BO® WD, o®ime wOW
Bmneos eI yodr’, »nOsied Dwwes’ office ws S
Om ©wens), gdemieE W ¢61edd I® ©wIe®s),
"e@xI gud 23008 @Eewd O eciesy By Bweo
clowdeen DOTTm. 0@ BBw HwdOm »om Om a8
agciden »E O BYew, e nems’ nmO. "Seat belts
BB B OBYsIO vfmo ed¢siery, nfewd Befeye?"
B ©® @18 eOOB®E N€® vy BedmrDr. @IEHI®
»3 0® WSO B 19918 87 swes »® DrvmeH»O
seat belts »w¢osIm @z Seat belts »wosIm @@ oot
eCEDIV, D1 Dred ©@ixs ABDEH Dz »GO seat belts
HOEHD BedBID, DDIGOOID &G.

@6 §28.98. 685 Og® DeFS Owmo
(oresrLyLll@ oyiT.67D. TEHEIS LSSIL LITL M)
(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)
Expressway vo vz Do0mdE0 &md¢?

O BOE Simnem Dwmo

(LomessrLfl@ LNo6d rémTwIdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

Expressway o @z D00m0E0 8508, ©d; 9535n®o.
205 BODE w5 DINHOEO MO 0® BBw BuwiOm
WOV . 0® VWemI® W»OE) Bedstesy &B5rmd
00neds’. 9BsY & Bewle e¢m »OB g am®n mosIesy.
&g B 00 mG1@00dsy oG 8359 @B8, 1998
857 wdedd expressway ot S88FEo entry points g
ENGOO SedBwog eDsIm S Bwco. Seat belts 5 ®,
normal "A" "B" road omm wsim. o®me, seat belts
VOOBID 01© eBmBNO® 88 B HO® WS ¢BIvn.

OO DOBNIDROB, ©® gdededd 5DDBIB
0®sIVewsy »OT Wmoey e BBswn BasImd
Bedmrdn. a8 ¢¥imd, ¢ed $od yDIvm®e 0WIC BTG
D, DWE HROE8 »F¥FOwmB Bedresy Bueco. &8
e OB euimyds, S0 BD6E O, »HEY ©©

Bosiesy »xw, a8 In ¢das B0080mO eusNEE
Beadmdw Becr. 5T god Jdw, dedveweml® el
3@ Rw ged 0ed @ilme PR ePHO gdens
Bean Bw B O1Im ¢3eD8 @86 D10 ©ensnds a8
e® a@gcide ne 8057 oI, e@iWme, DE DRews’ e
20> Oz et HOB gledB @be DB Besiess.
IO Ered gDeIw wews B® 9y BBswx BuemImd.
O BOITNEDROB, 0@ O erND®AY, ©¢w@IE e
ecot® a8 ©0x ommD, REC ¢led8 @dved
RO OC PEC DECEOE ¢ @m0®. & Dred® G105Yy0
23008 @bved »YRPD 8O 9B3w ¢ emdn &8
8053 OBIH0, 0@ eENDOIEOE, FTHO ec¢w®IEOE. I
Ded® ©; SNIBRD @Bd cuece BN, WYBIGHD
PEC VEOD WO al3edB @lvws wesm gdaxs
BCYOMOHm® 8Osy Oy Bwee. a8 ¢¥ RDA om0
coectd 8z Beadnmdn, & w®asind feasibility studies soxy
o5imy Be@. a8 demedsn OmD, »IYDNED PCEd
BEIODHO RN OO - ¢1gSt Vs E® BOYOD Ded - &
23008 @8nw 8Bu »OsID.

& Ded® a8 ewldzn WO BedmD, @)Y TW eNnd
9B wD - Dedsewsi® gmddyde - §E @mieom,
OB O pool dmw 805 gdennm, MBS ¢RedS
®8® network om $05Y o5y yOOsie Bwc gsemes
®OBIB). & 01® OO O w3 connect DI @OB. P
28 v® OO eme® 9 connect MO Bnedsy, &
©8®»d Do 280 @83 Drews’ ¢SO G IGE.
cuiamanr 93w, yInE® 8O @xDYse ¢ By
Bedmy @bow ofems, dof a¢l8ed8 @bow Died®
5O&.

@S Botd emFessy Dwmo
(omessrLyifl@ Hmisv GpevLSF6IT)
(The Hon. Kins Nelson)
DOD-SB0® em0des?

®S BOE ¥ Dm0

(oresrfl LD rémmwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

R0, »OOD-880® 0wy a8 woensm w@mbdl, GO
O5IEn®. VIR0  eeCITHOED Qe  OBEWO
ecend 0dx5im. 2028 9B @ww DD, »AOH-SZe®
@008 @O0 MOBIED. ELIRWS-C/BHD e &8
903 WOmn, 2027 afcided aedd @ww Died DmemO.
0 Y@ Bw 98 ewd delay om Hew. »8 a8
Boods, 2027 gfoided aedE @ww Ded OmemO
©BRHC-CYB®BY ©@m0® @O0 WOBIH yOOsy 0D Bw.
2029 agoided &8 @we Omemd ¢8 e VWewI®
©8@ydeanewrs’ 900 WL, W TOC-OCCEDE B
wEeosIn). S a8 Sombdl, 2030 ¢gcidcd »Ex 9dd
DO YOO 008 BwEr. 83003 DR ®mDND I»&.

& D0d® a8 “HBhm ©®8® 1O VOB BN
@08 Jed 0D Bedriery e@imule, ®d ®ITNEDHROB?
HOBRB @bvwn wsiey vy, e B 50 & ©udBm
RO I wooIy edsiery vy, 8EE By,

& ©E0OEO aed CH® Wi . I wew dmy
DO QRO g Wmoeem Wi & wew Jvy WOB
engineering designs ®»¢Es oy ¢D@LmOW @B Yewod
BBO Gk uemewnd, BBO o BOJeweO owd



829 208Ee0xInd 830

[06; BOF c¥mrnwm ©wmo]

g0 BOBumO, yDws HFOBDCeeRO PBWORE OB
@Sower wesimy . & wew O O WmEewrsY Brwd
708 on Dxfes? @bow wem OO eznedd. a8 gvEo
Beadmrdn, gay 0ODE @fdig 20, 302 @86 w1Eed®x
e DO Bedmrydr BuEs. & gw 9® ®8o plan m»SE»,
design m»0@ Bedsier’. dnemd wEE pass mdm oo,
90® acquire W0m» E Ded oecw OB WosIH
Bedsiesy. RDA &m 0egy (G180 Boadmydn. & @m0 o
& 0Ded 8Oy ¢ O@Bned @wmed OiHHC D Om
BBwd weydo. & w®»d D0 logic Omw vwr. T O
BIDD wCu®. wi@imsewrs’ ged ded e wiEcs
Beasiesy den® o3, Dciw ¥d #@Bed SLdgEmed nOB
DG wesYes’. & Ded HmcH® »O8 HweOm D
Bees.

38 00 “HBw @88m ©dSAMme PeW® WSerm
DOGn WO, Dodvewnsi® emneEm Wi® @ E»
@00t ged Jed Pmd. SemERD 9cE® Wonx
BB ©e@0D 1O 28 wmed WO DRI
Omo, 2035 00, @8 Bomds, afde ocm nm»E
e 0® BwdE estimate 5o, plan mS@o, design =6
om0 sed ¢ud & WosTm yodsy Bue. a8 & »Own
& 58w WSO,

OO DOIBNBDROB, O® 0® Bwm mdeme 80 »E/D
BODo. 88 DEreedin Dmdh, 988edd ged ded e
G080 eOMEDsY gdas B s ®m »oIm. a8 S
25)@B WO 9O08. god 6ed B8 y s ewEDSIE Bon
O BweE® Bwigd; @vdcs - ¢, school van Swigct
®0FOC - Bwgecsw® PT Licence dwmx oxvm @m0
ayd Em Beams. ¢y PT Licence ¥ osfeny ¢ded
@cm®m training =By, ¢8 Sme gdveme O S5
102 training &m= wee Beamdr. & wsews modules 10z
Beamr s, & modules 100 SemEesy ¢de 10 O End ©®
gg BOmed uIny A Y. OB ¢ImDI, BEO Buwigdt
L IOeeRO O vl & 10 den® 9ty I Bwc.
DY g0 yodsT, Im ¢De e¢m N BT ¢DE v ®OBIB.
&m Bewo PT Licence oz oB3@ aBdde =0 ¢8 ©©
»OgHD 805 @devnm Bedms. a8 & course dm ®Esd
WOBID ¢ BedmrD. ¢ 157 8053 80ens BedmID, § Con®
Ded @en0B8s3 PT Licence & ocim. 8 osedoEm
aened Bue® 8 BBwslensy 9y 83, »Oed
Bwigdr @uOoI0 BHOMED & wewr e WOBIH
BeEr. 988 0Om gdanmd B e®me course dm
o0 we0, & facilities wiecsimy dvy; Bewo. & facilities
weem  88xs0 PT Licences oz godsl. Jded
00y8emewsi® facilities wigewd o ¢8 $OBEB mcws
Bemds, 0® mmEs e 90 »OGSD ¢dwsy S OB
Bao.

D01 WOILNBHROB, 8o G0Wd 00RNeds Ged
@0sY WmosTm ¢80 BEE Bgeed m¥ 08 Bwo @O
Doy @Dl (BivN, Yed@u wwDED & wewr §eE
00 wom. & 5D @w@be g@imsecnensy 8o
300D 00MedEY YodBn ©m e YremumO B8EE
@05y WO Bedm. gsd gdand, edBe wwo
wosBn®sIco  road safety championsEe  @mowsis.
domdes »Osied yedwed accident free zones wesizy
A5y, O 90 B »® @® stretch dont - 0@ BeoEISIS sed
- accidents e0x¥m e¢stery vy Be & WOYHTD ST
SIS

OO DOIBINBHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Minister, your time is up.

®G DOE S¥BNGH Dwmo
(orest Ll LD rémrwdss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
©0 8298 ecm @¢sIB), 0T DOIBNEDHOB.

00edd A D o e s B WO
Bedms. 0®edd i 0ddd wbdm »F oxm HyOOY
070y emewi®e? qud gdas BNW;, 00D A OBW BB
emmm 0®edd A OO »HFw OB, gud gdas dxTeny
e8edOE® Dowmews’ O ge & Dwme dsTed encd
B 0®edd e OO 5B ey DO 8 HoH. I»
Ben 28 ©d OTFROTE »® ownenxsi® oFEo
80530 @®@wk@. v ® Metro Bus halt o2 Bosfexst® Park
and Ride place o= 8w @n&. 2 1222 fleet O o5
S03885® B8z launch mcmes. ©® gfoided ¢o owd
CI®Y agdided e 0de E»0 m»D e O 50 Swmn
D50, ¥l pedfedsy € 0O 8 mmoen Drewsy
¥, Oy aedledsy asd low-bed electric buses 100z
eIy eedisly e0E Beadmds. a8 Bomd, I
@9ide O 80 @ SO 272m fleet Ot O @08 Béco.
ODEEO g0 HOOBY, Cmned D EHFD® ©5NOO
0®® @D o wxIm. »® Metro Bus halt ©z=8® Park
and Ride place ©omf 8w @gnd. 9® Bw ©© sws, Suxls
©0T OEROTE weomy ECE 83D, ©® wewo
©8HeWdns e¢sIm) BwE. 0BdOE®D Gonwd yO Y, @)
parking ®= ¢z, Metro Bus halt & go 288mcs ewd
8 O DO WE, 00 Ve IO BT, OB 8O
30 9RO Bedm omenm T O, a8 VYO
parameters S @ app O . & ezl Sewsy
8CGE evrwsIm yoD sy, aediDd & parking dSems EE
©WIGBID) DB B

& Ded® a8 s dresn)y 9CEROW ®OmDr. Coess
goned »® office Om® wdew 5.0057 sedeed DnE), ©O;
DONEDROB. eER, s, neTdevrd) Bws @mew
OB BOVC EDEIVD 3u0 DB W BHBS WOBID BB
DD O DOIBNIDROB, VD1 95T WETEOE OB D
& yedaeds Divmws B0 WO 3 @5 8. OO Bwo
28 Bestes? »wdw 5.00 geco d 8.00 dOmnc Gt goned
3O parkingdEo 9 ecr¥m Bum OB, & wews wF8
@w oI, »dw 5.00 gecs & 8.00, 9.00 dmnc; security
guard ememy ¢Ee parkingdco & space Om eI, Jowd
BE Orddens oy eBedOE® gorw ofemsy, vdw 5.0053
sded eOEO »YSO customersee dxvesy sywr. Y
SemEEs e@® spaces §oeom Bweom @Bims. &
Ded® e shopping malls Bedmnos. JemEesied peak
hoursdE 8568 ewm® &8Fco parking 8essiesy. emne®
Bodmy oCm® 9O @deom ICTD. T VdFemI®
shopping malls®8s¥ @cewm Bedxsesy, specially,
supermarkets®8z3. & o y@m @ sy Sevdesy ¢sd
Wocow WO . FemEEsied  customers@od
deodes? parking €z Bedm . v@8, 88 devrEesI0
Bosters? domEEsi0 B8mds Bw osiesy (B8O, peak
hoursde Semdcsio 8ndd Bw com gemyd ©@DEDD
&Do open mOsI BweB. & wewr 8EE 0T, den® 5RO
380 ee® BT RO vty A, OB OWemrned
0O O dTemdN O I DBWO D8 eI, B6dE
®eE qud o® ydme duesims A 9© Bewo Park and
Ride Bum o2 a8 insist mSx0s.



831 2026 e58m1@38 08 832

¢ @0t e W MOBIDY I Ben @D DREWST
@® ey B Pod DD ¢dwsy mOHD. 38 C-n®
PBHDB VBB ONBIB Dm0, & wewo gHewdn e
s&rmen Bedmdr. 8 Snmds, Debate Om gmoned &
8@ITVeWs B By yoosy BwEs. & Ded® g8
UDA o8, RDA 98 omn m0c »08 ¢d & wews
BCYO® WOy, ®O BDTNLHROA. ¥»® expressway exit
OO, ©»(® entrance &zmz=3® mini-township Oz 58O
a8 wesyny wsless.

& Ded® 00 Baxsim 2@BB, number plates o).
00 Bomds, yusimn gomews Bewdds @A &
88acd BB Bweco. Number plates 000 Beadm
ydme ofens, 2026 Deed gecy @cx number plates B
e FREmE D o¢sim qud yodsl Dm, ®
DOIBNBHROB. a8 try momds, wBwxw e number
plates @@ e¢¥m. & D1ed® geEEIW DIHHOERD ewg
00 number plates e¢simy @8 ¢l g¥HO® Bewln mSEo
Beadmrdn. dm 0180 vpned sg »OBID dnH»O Bedndo.
Em BBOs 90D erwed&. ezng ©©O number plates
508 BosmymE 00sIes’. 60 Diwm ©®ITTY WO erdEe
08w & 005edsT eBB@E ®BwHIcwW DS .

MO 08 S 0BNB% DWDo

(orenTfl@ rall &HewTTHTLSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

»Ye IO ewdsiesi? ¢z¥ number plate O Bedmrdo
ey,

OO BOE SE¥mNGm dvmo

(orerdl @ L rEmTwds)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
.

®G 08 S BNBE D0
(orenTfl@ rall &menTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
& order ®3&@ endsIm Ay ®YeL?

O BOE Simnem Dwmo

(orerdl @ L rEmTwds)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

28 & o mEBsN WO AT By, 08 OTEHOSA.
RIN Fed eve ydmwE. ¢ a8 9utm strategy deond
Beadstesy gun®,- [&:ds 5502 vy, Bl @Len®&.
®® & mdemw BEnsImd. ¢¥ number plates sowizm @dco
»O® edxsiezd. Driving licence dm Sewd®ds creazies?
o @goide, ecm on Peod ©w®wd driving licences
20O I . & Buslesd, level 9By 0 gowsmm
G 8000 me® D evd) oI ecend Y &8
85@m0 struggle dm mOmDr, DMT o wsin® c&
o5, @n® HOO number plates ©O®IFTD yadm©w O
e ©8 cnderd Ed estm AcsIm®. EVsDeEo
g 0 5. geny FO By 0 8w ODHOB Wdn
woTesy. 88 Sunmd, ¢ 9ECH el ©B ocmm Died
e ned number plates e¢sIm gODE 08 Bwes. &
e a8 0B @8 Womd. @0 BB, cWe
™ backlog 9ma Bedmdr. & 8T »3® 9cTHO®
& g» Beamt. gdas Yo 88 6gd & o Bwsin®.
[3280 BE5@z/] No. 50 D&n emtds D88, ©o OIFROA.
O DOIBNBDR WD gDWBY WOBID BWEo & S Do
05 eBieYds. & Ben 0 & O @RS &Y EVIBBIB

@®5&@. Number plates 02570 yadme oxfems, ¢¥ bid
O 8 Bedm emdsBewxsi® gdewnxn backlog dm
clear mo¥oys) @8 dEiesednn D5l cud® edvewsy
Bwd, double shifts ¢oEo Bwsf backlog & clear mdsizy ©aes
8O on 008 BwEs a8 Gnmdo.

& Doed® driving licences xR0 wFemos, Sy
yadmew Bedmdh. & Ded® backlog dmn Bedmd. a8
e em®wide EmHEOJew v WO OB, @ PEEd
Dwdm Ded MCHE FREDE LBy epPdas® oddE
Om WOBID qud YOOI B el Bwuey a8 Bumdl. ©d;
DOIBNBDHROB, OO0 HBYC @O0 o 8O weITTVewsy
RIR®IO &SRBOSTD 0085 OO Bwd Do,

G 36008580 20 B8,
fleaTir ST(BIGHMILDLILIGILIHD .
Question proposed.

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sajith Premadasa.
minutes.

You have 12

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.

NGO DT WINGWH® Geowmewssy 9O Howz,
Bowlehs z0m e ewednEas [0 ed@sE Soeelmo
B8] GEoesz920;8) Ses.

YSATLIDS,  LOTEOTLILENG — FLITBTUIST  YUTHET — YbBTTFITS
Blooflssrny sV Ca,
[wrsvryflg (Bmws) Capwrald af yGssr] sewavsniw auslsemiser.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY

CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.) HEMALI
WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.

Gupssallsar  Llrsls  sallFremi  gyeuiseir

[&.200. 11.40]

®5; @8xs 28@EDed

5B &)

(wressryfl@ #edls LIGTgTan - T8lTEaL_ 8 WpHevsurr)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)

@G Bewd®s m0m 0w 8ndndesdl, dedversi® ¢
cod D5ed O® EMNdd Bewld ©9 @eElHn® DuOEGD
3e® Wmievm yEmWE On wer. & Bestesd, 50 (3)om
BND6 Bewdow, 92(2) ()0 8Os Bewdos ©H
RO O1DENed 12105 DDEND sem® mdenn &
ygdme On ®mEr. YNB, DHMYOO e ©0wed.
aI0ners’® 0 & B8Acd miiey 988u WOTImO
3DE0ND A grTest mywr.

eyg®ps dwm (B6idd

00 Sodvewsi® e® mdemes Besis Oz 0© &
ydme On meg O WONEHRS 0@ ©WDD @eBuny
®Oy B8 0 PaElD® OdEG weerddma sm
eYOBHO g oBTBd® Yeme BOITVewsY ecdvws
Been BwB. ¢ mdaessi® (@6 QemBCm, & Died®
D SeBCH @ o B8 0D PaEln® O1dEG
oeRIAMW ¥ owYPumO BGERND cuvud® @edun
WO BedmDr. »8, 9 cudwd® dwinw wew Sdan
28moemed ©1¢d0 »O m¥. & aneud® ne I gved
§Bm aBB0:8m® cEe-umnrw SO 8¢ 0DE Beamda.



833 208Ee0xInd 834

[061 0085 egd®coes @wmn]

208Ee®sTned Bus Ne®OOW drews’ ®O ©®
DCED On WOTTHO  gdE%hd D 0080 o
IDOReEO 00 B»HMY 0OmDn. 00 ouvrfud® ecm
0 cdO RE, VO wdsY e0e® ne ¢8 Bl WSHD,
©® ovud® BwdBw wdyde myw, Yo ©wdyde WS
OB 08 ©¢d» HEBODE OvdE werddme v
omYPun BEACD oddhlmimoed ©One ©® w©widd
988w Bw gerd Bw. Bedvewsi® audi alteram partem
B yBeFBe ne, & BROw EGOs nE »@e¢rNO®
005 eIy Aoy gy VIO wdsl e¢nImy Avn®
Do YeRIO® amo@mw BBO 9m® D1cos.

Bedversi® 0®JOf Diwm smn wder O Bewdo
0®TTVeWsT wImDBDD Wssy O @¢ Dot o® wwIed
Bagew, 8D OmmB BwoFOm @WOmrw BeEo.
Bodsewrsi® ¢l3ed8 @8n D1t o Bwgewn. @@ v®
@¢wO® §eE DB, 0@ w® ¢wd® el gdas »® Sed
20538 D50B eDHw PVE B BN, Jed Gub3m DD
eDo6 eNEg WHIHO O i Sodn mewddm ged OO
ClEBTTHO BBy FBDOREBHIO RIROSTIE ¢BedB @l
¥ @mons al3edBD ©® Jed yHhBBIHDICw BNR OB
DETOEO #OCE Bedmdr. RO Im ByeadD
8D DO PIFDOREGSIO @ed Ced YLhnsinDicw
BEO - weewddmw BIO - ng e edery? god
Ced wWDd®» aldWmowmen NP, YLHBBIHDIEHE BN,
Seodvewsi® admdwmwe 8Eacd Bedm SEDBwsOw
o BB Bodn aewsddmanid Onwer Gewrs e®@imnte
edrtes’? wy Dodn ewldm el 000 Om OB af
eO5YD, ¢DO eOHD. Im DRI, G8SH DEX EDOWO.
€ R, HB® OO0, OmeO VIO
Aty O 33008 bn v12® Acune yEE
D5, D e 0w MR AdenE YAmWE eOmo.
e®ime, § INOBIE 2B30DBO yhnBInDIcs weemIOD®
BBO  Bw wrw IOz ¢l0080 aldmieed
BOBHTO® BEE OB Beso.

HTD0ReesI® iy Dode oewddm P OBIHO
SmssIinded ddduRends ¢dond. I 00 Snsies’
RIR® BEwsTmD, ©C] ©@HIzNemROB. Lhmssinsed
Bl BeDs @B O OBIHO BO,- et s Vel
BB 8.00ed yhBw O &0 Ao Bwmy ©vFOw
208 GO0 g, On® ged SO0 #BER,- [&9dr H8@x] ©d;
0DIZNEDROB, OO Drndwr @¢sIm. D WDOTH Seso.
[P0 BE@z] O Do WO S0, [Ghidsr BE@zI] oy
©3INBDROB, ®O WO€IWOEI D WMOBTD e, OO
RIS Do e W 0. ®od »mNedsy odedd
RIN® gcned 9E8ur OB, [@wdds BEO] 15t VCT®,-
[P BEO] WS emmSE D D WOBD OB B
©e® eredders’ O 9EB®S . [Aids HEO]
33053 B0 P Ow ©® SO0 #BEE adMmen yOBY®ary
oFm womdBdHO appointment O 9EEDr. »E &
ey gD A ¢Blery mw. aldWmoen 3O aed
eCmONBur OWm wmdHOHO appointment O
CCD. »8, & wew @D emw mywi On@
#BE R @O v Gem. O® 2026.09.07018 5 Do&modzt
988u WO BeadmDr. OO & Do&md wwIen* WEH Do,
Bueeerned® ¢ oB3® wewo.

* gedmmced D .
* preflewaisslet sneussLILIL (Hersnsy.
* Placed in the Library.

& Dod »FFOeE nE LHeBHO wICH Beanm, I
BB ©.000d yBewmd @00 HFOEE admio
$OBR® HE OB gdELO B DHEeED, I WHOH
2@mened oEmORdw g ©dxTm gDENOE B
OmemO gBbvewsy Ced Ciss eme 88acH,
ghmIndicws BEACO wy aldwiwmoed Hewes B8O
AoemE y@m» #B 0Omn.

®5 DOE I¥mNG Dm0
(oressryifl@, Lilosd D"d_'T;’fI)fTqu'EdB)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

298 ESeddes.
STUPBSITI .
rose.

®S Bewdss 202 3w eswrnBSwe
(oressryfl @ G wohasellsr Lrdls sallsreri ojeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
OO BTGB,

®5 DOE S¥mNGm Dwmo

(orest il LD rémTwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

®C; Bowrdess 0 0w @nBn®ws, diDd Bewdo
230 ©0 DB BNEHRS ¢S OHWREeS HOBDSBR) -
2RO #OBOIW BOD® 5O BeadnmIds;, O HEse
NZNBBEIC - PECH® WOCHD YRWBE WO Bws OO
O0®ensY 0® des GO WOBB. o Dude
nemn®8, Commonwealth Lawyers Association ®w,
RIn® Ve refer mom wenm@ oG Ciss OeFREBw
COBDE - COOE vyt K Bedmrds, ®ed ¢Be® v Swd
- B8y BEorw BBwdGTed w.odrnte, den® snBn®,
O Do ©wodwre, 08 wSHEde oemsiesy
0000 BERCD :® B8 51088 BEOW mosimy Bwo.
e®ime, o Gy PVHENEBe BB wends B
©B@myBEWsY SO OB acwwm, MBO edstes, &, coesswsy
BeCe® 8o BBw w®w-odwew, ImO @ed aldmde
OBR® 0D ¢rlesy vyw; Bes Om o5y, & Bw ©©
RI@e0sT 9FE B3ImD), VIed DO ned
WO IS I 510188 WO Bwo.

28 SHousImo @b OF®m ONe¢E WO DY,
©C dus NGB, OO ¢ ©sIm OBE, T e@wag
Gotss @RRNCEBw CODEOELT BEw ewag Guess @edREBw
BBeOGIed 00w BwEr. omg Cds OedEBe
DOBNBDOGTTd 8500w Beadmd. 0d®, § Ded Omule,
IO edned dmwie?

@G 885 0®cies Owmo

(wreflg Fedls LNGrgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

©0T Bewdss oD 6w wwsBndaedl, gcnd @88y
BIO0 9@ 0 CW On@ed dddersI® g8 mosIH.

®C Bewnds 0% 39 eSS
(wresryfl@ & wohseflsr Lrls salFreri oeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
R0, aedt) 8@Fed EDEIeDsY iesT.



835 2026 e58m1@38 08 836

@0 88 0g®cies Dwmo

(wressryflg #edls LNCrgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

@®g Cods QEIRNEBw CODE ww nOed: BEIC @@
Opum @ Bedmd »O, 0® o’ BOTH.
Commonwealth Lawyers Association Basiesy, owsog Goeds
OHVCBw CODFDE BBwDosT Bewldmw m»Omy Coess
DI B, [@sids BDECH] D, Em aBDbwewsi®.
Commonwealth Lawyers Association &z represent 3co
508 & wwisBddwr gD DrewsI® ged JOO uBwmed.
[9@0 BE®] @ WIBI S0, @RV VOB QTI.
P WOBID e, WO WO GDEDD C ELBIB). BB
DREBHI® OO e® mCend BHwuwsIes) e®n® gledd @bn
wem OO g8 @B Benld. aledB @bo wertm ©wE8
vy, 88w DEIm® eOTHO vy, SO w deodm
peweddm  OmO ®»:;  Commonwealth Lawyers
Association ®ezs President Goz000 @000® @90 »§ O5I50
200 Cedtesy FH® »HOWm B&LPDGE @,
$00welEDesI0. 0@m eI S OBIB), EOD WEHN OBIH.

& Ben Sotteecs’® 00 o® mmdetn BesIs o O(BE&.
O AcvnE WO Vw0 980u mer. a8 csimd,
RBBOw wowmFuer Bedm O, nemo judex in causa sua
*eds’. & Busiess, n0s 8EAcO nOIO D1l 0O »Y
20550 D I oedimsle 0B HEeOs eDewr®
51880 ymn ®OE Beamd. 958 a8civwsy and, &
8€ amd ©9@= - conflict of interest - Bedxmdr. den®
Beadsimno . & Bw gun deewsi® full bench dwa
208, & Bodd omnedd, ©¥ mx» bench Om
esdYFDe a0 Hwost®m eOT®»O vy &
B0 e0edd, B8End; o 8e® gBBw - right to reply -
BeasIm0 . Sodsewsi® 0® dwmnwst ne BEDS G
o0 288w Bleems my¥i. RO DvdE%hed 121 O
DBDED woey, ©®wd petitionsdEd ©@dsY e¢simyOny
gDEND A sty . & Bw Deodvews’ ©©
By, 2§ Bed® gewdsnm,-

@G BB CH@E 0f00sTg e®emBae

(omevsr i@ UL gremtl (QFsval) svdsomed Cansbdr)

(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, I rise to a
point of Order.

G Bendss 0% 8w eSS a
(oreryflg Gusseallsr Nrds sallareri ojsuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
Point of Order ®2 e®mxe, ©0; OIFnBw?

oG BB CHDHE 0fODsTe e®emdae

(oreryflg FLssrent (QFsval) sswred Canwabgsr)

(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)

®0 Bowdss 20 ©w ©winBndedl, ©o; Dowls
08D 0O gD ede admiare BE8xT,-

®6 Bendss m0m 6w eswisBnSa
(orerflg @wsseflsr Nrdd salleFreri Hjauider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
Standing Order number &2z BweEs 9z3».

@G BB CH@E 000 e®emdae

(orerflg L ssrent] (QFsval) sudswmed Canwsbsr)

(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)

8000 Bewdn 83 woes @® BoesTesy. ®5; Bewdess
DO W nsdnded. almieme ©w@®dsidews,
8BGO0y wOITDewsI ©® w8Ee®rInd neg ™M

O »®, Substantive Motion &z eosnEEs »O8
B WO yOOsY. [ahds H8O] Substantive Motion &masf
O vy, [wis BHEO] aveorm oBImEWI.
Substantive Motion &z @0z EEs 21 OTHO oy,
@0 Bowrdes)s 200m 0w sBnSwB. [ HE8] dewnw®
BO @@ @m0l DBYGHOTed Bomisw oOmm»
8Om0 @ WOBI® N [Pis HEB] BsY 2wo®
288e®@snd ng dodvews’ gy DBED@EMCDSwW Y
Supreme Court deonf gemys OB@OGHIO e® gGmdewsy
D060 E BB HOFOITHO vy, ©0; Bewdsw S
@91 BsBDBrd. 0O ©8®ITVewWsT,-

@G (000¢ex1) Gr®BNEST ¢8DY 5 dvmo
(omessryf@ (sweusSlwii) )T rBTSeT SjiddresrT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
Madam, I rise to a point of Order.

®C Bends 0% 9o eSS a

(wrevrfl@ Gussbefler LNrdld sallFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)

®C OB, AIn@ed point of Order &= e@iwxie?

@G (e0Dexs) Cr®BNEST a8DY s dwmo

(omessryfl@ (sweusSlwii) )T rBTSeT SjiddresrT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

003 Boewde 83- [hds #5588z ©®m Speakeredd
3Dwuow A S MOBIBY YOO,

O BB CHOE 000 e®emBae

(orevryfl@ FLLSgremt] (QaFsvai) sudbwred Canwshgr)
(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)
But, the Speaker has not given any permission.

@G (00081) Cr®BNEST ¢&DY 5 dHmo
(oreryfl@ (swousbSwiT) G)TroBbTHesT i FaHerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

[Ecresmed g 888 9o oz GE.]
[y sBrmFserds s 1_sweriiLitg yEmmLILIL (Berengy.]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

0®m B 0¢5ID), OO,

®C Bends 0% 39 eSS

(wresryfl@ & wohseflsr Lrdls sallsreri ojeurssr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)

©0 ©FnOB, @ point of Order O e50ed8 7.

®5 DOE S¥mnem w0

(revorLyifl@ Losv U;j,g,rrmé;&)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

®0; Bewdds m0m 6w ©sdndard), oe®ndwed
230800 8w gnd. & D1ed® e® DHOS » Bwm ®O3w®
OEwWD ¢OBIBY WOYR WD, [@@s BE@2]

®6; Bewnds 0% 3o eSS

(wresryfl@ & wohseflsr Lrls sailFreri ojeuirasr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)

©0; OIEnBwA, ¥InSwed point of Order &z @Besy
WDOBIDBY.



837 208Ee0xInd 838

oG BB CH@E 0f®0sTe e®emBae

(oreryflg L ssrent (QFsval) suswred Canwsbsr)
(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)
Madam, I will read out the relevant Standing Order.

"83(1) The personal conduct of the President, or the Acting
President, Members of Parliament, Judges or other persons engaged
in the administration of justice shall not be raised except upon a
substantive motion;"

It states, "except upon a Substantive Motion". Madam
Chair, the Leader of the Opposition is violating
Parliamentary procedure to disrespect the Chief Justice
and the Judges of the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, I rise to a
point of Order.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, | rise to a
point of Order.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe - Deputy Minister of
Labour)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, I rise to a

point of Order.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, | rise to a
point of Order.
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(The Hon. Thanura Dissanayake)
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My first suggestion relates to a separate Zonal
Education Office for Pottuvil. With my proposal, I
request to establish a separate Zonal Education Office for
Pottuvil to overcome administrative difficulties and
promote educational unity. Currently, the Muslim, Tamil
and Sinhalese schools in the Pottuvil area are
administered by the Akkaraipattu, Tirukkovil and
Ampara Zonal Education Offices, respectively despite
being geographically close. Making this proposal, I
would like to highlight the long travel distance,
administrative delays, limited supervision and the
difficulties affecting teachers and students at present. It
also suggests as the preferred option a model of full
geographical unity bringing all schools in the Pottuvil and
Lahugala Divisional Secretaries' Divisions under one
zone, covering 37 schools. The proposed zone would
improve supervision, teacher management, training,
student development and administrative efficiency.

The second suggestion is, to start a Technology
Stream for A/L. Although there are several schools in the
Pottuvil area, none currently offers a Technology Stream
for Advanced Level. As a result, the students who wish to
pursue technology-related subjects for Advanced Level
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do not have adequate opportunities to study them in their
own area, and they may have to face difficulties when
travelling elsewhere for studies. In this modern era,
technological education is essential for developing
students’ knowledge, practical skills, to have higher
educational opportunities and for employability.
Therefore, it is strongly proposed that a Technology
Stream for Advanced Level be established at the Pottuvil
Central College, the leading National School in Pottuvil
area. This initiative would provide equal educational
opportunities and prepare students for future
technological careers.
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Ak/Al-Irfan Ladies College, Pottuvil -17, Ak/Al-
Bahriya Vidyalaya - 11, Ak/Al-Mina Vidyalaya,
Sengamam - 9, Ak/Al-Aqsha Vidyalaya -5, Ak/Hithaya
Vidyalaya - 6, Ak/Munnawara Vidyalaya - 2, Ak/As-
Sadiq Vidyalaya - 5, Ak/Osmaniya Junior Vidyalaya - 4,
Ak/Hijra Nagar GMMS -5, Ak/Dharul Falah Muslim
vidyalaya -2, Ak/Minarul Uloom Vidyalaya - 4, Ak/Al-
Hutha Vidyalaya -3, Ak/Hijra Vidyalaya -3, Ak/Al-
Marwa Vidyalaya -3, Ak/Pottuvil Central College -
National School - 18, Ak/Al-Kalam Maha Vidyalaya -
19, Ak/Al-Ishraq Vidyalaya - 14, Ak/Kavivaanan MA
Azeez Vidyalaya -4, AK/Al-Abzan Vidyalaya - 2, Ak/Al-
Nooraniya Vidyalaya -2.
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

Hon. Presiding Member, I move the following
Adjournment Motion for the protection of Sri Lankan
children from harmful social media use:

“The increasing and unrestricted use of social media platforms
by children under the age of 16 years in Sri Lanka, and the serious
risks posed thereby to their mental health, safety, education and
overall wellbeing.

The UK Government has announced a landmark
proposal to ban social media use by children under 16,
requiring platforms to enforce a minimum age of 16. The
measure would be supported through the Children’s wellbeing
and Schools Bill, alongside provisions in the Online Safety
Act, aimed at strengthening online protections for young
people. The ban will restrict access on major platforms like
Instagram, TikTok, YouTube, Snapchat, Facebook and X -
Twitter, while exempting messaging apps like WhatsApp.
Australia’s landmark Online Safety Amendment (Social Media
Minimum Age) Act bans children under 16 from holding
accounts on major social medial platforms.

Accordingly, I propose that this House should call upon
the Government to urgently examine and implement
appropriate legislative, regulatory and technological measures
including effective age-verification mechanisms and
accountability standards for social media platforms, with a
view to preventing underage access and enhancing the
protection of children in the digital environment.”

Sir, I am very conscious of the fact that social media
has destroyed the mindset of some of our children and
have subjected them to various cybercrimes. I have
already handed over a Private Members’ Bill dealing with
social media minimum age. I also spoke to the Minister of
Justice and National Integration, and he said that the
Legal Draftsman is in the process of drafting a Bill. I do
not want to take credit for that. If the Government could
expedite the process and bring in an Act, that would solve
this major social issue.

Sir, the Social Media Minimum Age Act should only
be to protect children in Sri Lanka from harmful online
use, not to be anti-technology. It is acknowledged that
digital tools have real value, but it is also argued that
children need protection from online harm. I would like to

give some statistics relating to social media use: 52.8 per
cent of young people access the Internet and the average
age of first access is, 13 years. Then, 46.3 per cent of
children between 10 to 16 years have communicated with
strangers online and 27.9 per cent went out to meet such a
stranger in person. Earlier, we used to meet people by
socializing, but, now, life has changed. The Internet has
created an environment where you deal with strangers
and unfortunately, the statistics show that 27 per cent of
the children who have communicated online with
strangers have met them at some point.

Also, if you look at online violence, 28 per cent of the
children who use the Internet have experienced some
form of online violence. You know that various indecent
messages are sent online, and 28 per cent of our children
have been subject to such indecent messages while 26 per
cent of the children are subject to indecent links and
advertisements and 27 per cent have been subject to
cyberbullying and extortion. Nearly 20 per cent, that is
one in five, have reported that indecent images of
themselves were shared online. Unfortunately, today, our
children get friendly with various people online and
sometimes, share their private photographs, some of
which are compromising. Those photographs are shared
online and some children had committed suicide due to
that. Ninety two per cent of the victimized children would
not seek legal redress. That means, unfortunately,
children who are subject to online issues, especially
where various private images and conversations have
been shared online, which is an offence, do not report
them.

Then, Sri Lanka ranks 20™ globally for cyberspace-
related threats. There are 9.1 million distinct cyber threats
detected in a single year. Sir, children's sexual abuse
material availability rate is 27.8 per 10,000 people, which
is a very dangerous phenomena. There is a lot of data on
these issues.

So, Sir, this is a social issue. We all should
collectively bring in this Act as soon as possible. When I
brought in that Private Members’ Bill on this, a lot of
parents came and told me, “We cannot control our
children. So, please, do it. If you would do it, we can, at
least, tell our children, 'The law prevents you all from
using it.' 7 Therefore, we have to collectively do it
because, today, children are subject to sexual abuse
online and are raped by strangers they have met through
the Internet.

Also, today, various forms of activities are going on,
on the Internet. Drugs are obtained through the Internet
and people commit suicide because of the addiction to
Internet. Earlier, children used to go out and play - we
used to go out and play - but, today, the phone has
become the child’s best friend. Psychologists have said
that phone addiction is a problem because, then, you do
not need people, you do not socialize and thereby, you
become a loner and suffer from mental issues.

Therefore, I respectfully beg this House - I spoke to
the Minister also - that we should collectively and
expeditiously bring in a Bill to address this issue.
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Hon. Member, your time is up.
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Please give me half a minute more, Sir.

With this Bill getting delayed, each day a child would
get abused, a child’s photographs would be put on social
media and a child would meet somebody through social
media and be subjected to various forms of sexual
harassment. Therefore, compared to any other Bill, this
Bill would be more important, if we are to protect our
children in the future. The world has changed; today,
technology dictates everything. Therefore, I humbly beg
this House, through this Adjournment Motion, that we all
should collectively and expeditiously bring in a Bill in
this regard, whereby there would be restrictions imposed
on the use of Internet by children.

Thank you.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.38 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 09th September, 2026.
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The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya, Prime Minister
and Minister of Education, Higher Education and
Vocational Education has requested for one month’s time
to reply to Question No. 1 - 2166/2026 - raised by the
Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran, appearing in today’s Order
Paper.
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of Public

Minister Administration,

Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that garbage is being
accumulated on the premises where the
Bandaragama Weekly Fair was previously
held, adjacent to the Kalutara District Sports
Complex situated in Bandaragama in the
Kalutara District;

(i) the institution that is responsible for
collecting garbage on the said premises;

(iii) whether the necessary approvals have been
obtained to maintain a garbage collection
centre on the said premises; and

(iv) ifnot, the reasons therefor?
Will he also inform this House of the distance
from the said garbage collection site to the -

(i) Bandaragama Indoor Stadium;

(i) Bandaragama swimming pool;

(iii) premises belonging to the National Water
Supply and Drainage Board; and
(iv) open gymnasium?

Will he further inform this House of the steps that
have been taken in response to the complaints
received regarding the health issues faced by

(d)

944

athletes, including the National Netball Team who
utilize the Bandaragama Indoor Stadium, due to
the operation of the said unauthorized garbage
collection centre?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. (Prof.)) A-H.M.H. Abayarathna - Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government)
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(ii)

(ii)
(iv)

b O
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

Yes.

It is maintained by the Bandaragama
Pradeshiya Sabha as a waste exchange
centre.

No.

As the said premises belong to the
Bandaragama Pradeshiya Sabha and the
said place is maintained only as a waste
exchange centre, it is not necessary to
obtain approval.

Approximately 25 m.

Approximately 40 m.

Adjoining premises.

Approximately 1.5 km - running track
around the Wewita Tank.

(c) This is not a place maintained in an unauthorized
manner, and no complaints whatsoever have been
received to the Sabha in relation to the health

issues

faced by the sportsmen using the

Bandaragama Indoor Stadium due to this waste
exchange centre.

(d)

Not applicable.
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ORDER ON COMPLAINT BY MR. B.V. WIJESIRI AND OTHERS
REGARDING OBSTRUCTION OF AGRICULTURAL ROAD:

ENFORCEMENT
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -
(1) whether he is aware that the Assistant

Commissioner of Agrarian Development,
Kalutara, has issued Order No. DAD/KL/
L/04/e53/2024 dated 07.11.2024, in terms of
Section 90(1) of the Agrarian Development
Act, No. 46 of 2000, as amended by Act,
No. 46 of 2011, in connection with a
complaint made by the individual named
B.V. Wijesiri and others residing at
Egodawatta Road, Bellana, Kalutara,
regarding obstruction of the access road
traditionally used to reach paddy lands’;
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(ii)

(iii)

2026 e58m1@38 08 948

whether he is aware that the said Order has
not been implemented to date and that the
responsible officers have failed to take steps
to enforce it; and

the measures that will be taken to promptly
remove the gate and fence that a person
named Kapila Kannangara has illegally and
forcibly erected across the said agricultural
road, which is used by the farming
community in the area?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon.

K.D. Lal Kantha - Minister of Agriculture,

Livestock, Land and Irrigation)
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(a) (1) Yes.

(if) Since respondent Kapila Kannangara has
filed an appeal in connection with the
order, the implementation of the order has
been delayed until the relevant
investigation is concluded.

(iii) The Commissioner General of Agrarian
Development by his letter No. 7/7/9/kl/4-59
dated 03.02.2026 has informed the
Commissioner of Agrarian Development,
Kalutara  that the  aforementioned
investigations have been concluded and
there is no impediment to implement the
order. However, since respondent Kapila
Kannangara has filed case No. HCW
98/2026 in the Western Provincial High
Court of Kalutara to obtain a writ regarding
the order, further steps will be taken
subsequent to the hearing of that petition.

(b) Notapplicable.
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asked the Minister of Digital Economy:

(a)  Will he inform this House -
(i) whether a Memorandum of Understanding

was signed between Sri Lanka and India on
digital transformation on 05.04.2025;

(if)  the parties to the said Agreement;

(iii)  the respective responsibilities of each party
under the said Agreement, separately;

(iv) the progress made to date in implementing
the said Agreement;

(v) the amount invested by the Government of
Sri Lanka to date for the implementation of
the said Agreement;

(vi) whether there has been any delay in
implementing the said Agreement; and

(vii)  if'so, the reasons for such delay?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake - President, Minister
of Defence, Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development and Minister of Digital Economy)
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Yes.

The Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology of the Republic of
India and the Ministry of Digital Economy
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka.

The Memorandum of Understanding - MoU
- between the Ministry of Digital Economy,
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
and the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology, Republic of India
on Cooperation in the Field of Sharing
Successfully Implemented Digital Solutions
at  Population Scale for Digital
Transformation does not specify the
responsibilities of each party separately and
the main objectives of this Agreement are
as follows:

This MoU establishes a framework for
cooperation in the field of sharing
successful digital solutions at population
scale for digital transformation. The main
objectives are mutual knowledge exchange,
institutional and human  capacity
development and strengthening digital
ecosystems between the two countries.

This cooperation may include the exchange
of knowledge, information, good practices,
technical materials and expertise, capacity
development and training programmes,
exchange of government officials and
experts, study tours, organization of joint
workshops and seminars, and consultations
between relevant officials and subject
experts. Furthermore, feasibility studies, e-
readiness assessments, institutional
cooperation, public-private sector linkages,
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and piloting and scaling up of already
successfully implemented digital solutions
will also be promoted under this
Agreement.

Progress made to date in implementing the
said Agreement under the following
programmes, discussions are underway to
initiate some more tasks.

1. The India-Sri Lanka NASSCOM
Programme

The India-Sri Lanka NASSCOM -
NaSCoM - DISHA  Mentorship
Programme is a digital-economy
cooperation initiative under which
India’s  National  Association of
Software and Service Companies -
NASSCOM - has extended its flagship
Tech SME Mentorship Programme
“DISHA” to Sri Lankan technology
Small and Medium Enterprises - SMEs -
for the first time outside India. Launched
in July, 2026 in Colombo by the High
Commission of India in collaboration
with SLASSCOM and local
stakeholders, the programme provides
structured, high-impact mentorship to 48
selected Sri Lankan tech SMEs, with
guidance from NASSCOM experts and
Indian industry leaders on strategy,
growth planning, organizational
development and market access, thereby
strengthening the capacity and global
competitiveness of Sri Lanka’s ICT/
BPM sector and deepening India-Sri
Lanka cooperation in the digital
economy.

2. "GatiShakti" Programme

The GatiShakti Programme between
India and Sri Lanka refers to Sri Lanka’s
adoption and adaptation of India’s PM
GatiShakti  National ~Master Plan
framework for integrated, geospatial-
based infrastructure and disaster-
management planning. Following high-
level engagements in 2025-2026, Sri
Lanka’s Ministry of Digital Economy,
together with the Disaster Management
Centre, developed a geospatial platform
built on the open-source PM GatiShakti
framework to support whole-of-
government coordination for disaster
impact assessment, planning and
response.  This cooperation includes
knowledge exchange, capacity building
and technical collaboration with Indian
institutions such as NITI Aayog,
enabling Sri Lanka to leverage India’s
experience in multimodal infrastructure
mapping and data-driven decision-
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making while tailoring the system to
local  disaster-risk  reduction and
development priorities.

. Cell Broadcasting Pilot for Mobile

Phone-based Disaster Alert System.

The cell broadcasting pilot between
India and Sri Lanka is a disaster early-
warning cooperation, in which India’s
telecommunications R&D centre C-DoT
has demonstrated a mobile broadcast
Early Warning System - EWS - for Sri
Lanka, to be implemented by the
Disaster Management Centre - DMC -
and the Ministry of Digital Economy
with support from Indian technical
agencies.

Under this initiative, Indian agencies
completed proof-of-concept
demonstrations of the cell broadcast
system in Sri Lanka, showing how life-
saving alerts of floods, landslides,
cyclones and other emergencies could be
sent directly to all mobile phones in a
targeted area, even without Internet or
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mobile data. The system is being
adapted for local use as part of a broader
Indian  grant  supporting  disaster
preparedness, with the
Telecommunications Regulatory
Commissions of Sri Lanka - TRCSL -
and the International
Telecommunication Union - ITU - also
engaging on regulatory and technical
aspects of cell broadcast and the
Common Alerting Protocol.

The Sri Lankan Government has not
invested any money so far.

Though some tasks have been initiated,
there is some delay in implementing the
remaining activities of this Agreement.

Need for additional time to coordinate
scheduling timetables of respective
stakeholders on activities such as
conducting capacity development and
training programmes exchanging
government  officials and  experts,
organizing study tours, joint workshops
and seminars et cetera.

Does not arise.
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