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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.   
 

1. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker made the following              
announcement:—  

 

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received copies of another four petitions in 

respect of the Bill titled ‘Twenty Second Amendment to the Constitution’ filed at the 

Supreme Court in terms of the Article 121(1) of the Constitution, in addition to the 

receipt of three Petitions mentioned in my announcement dated 19 August 2026.” 

 

2. Presentation of Papers: (1) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, 

Higher Education and Vocational Education presented the Annual Performance Report 

of the Ministry of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education for the year 

2025 (Volume I - General Education, Volume II - Higher Education and Volume III - 

Vocational Education) and moved that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight 

Committee on Education, Manpower and Human Capital.   

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (2) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational 

Education presented the Note on Supplementary Allocations from the Development 

Activities Programme appearing under Expenditure Head No. 240 of the Department of 

National Budget for the period from 01.07.2026 to 31.07.2026 in terms of Section 6(1) 

of the Appropriation Act, No. 23 of 2025.   

Ordered that the said Paper do lie upon the Table. 

(3) The Minister of Health and Mass Media presented the Supplementary Estimate 

No. 04 of 2026 and moved that the Supplementary Estimate be referred to the 

Committee on Public Finance.   

Question put, and agreed to. 

(4) The Minister of Health and Mass Media presented the Annual Report of the 

Distance Learning Centre for the year 2022 and moved that the Report be referred to the 

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil Protection.   

Question put, and agreed to. 

(5) The Minister of Environment presented the — 

(i) Report on the observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 

119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the 

Ministry of Environment in the Report of the Committee on Public 

Accounts which was presented to Parliament; and 

(ii) Report on the observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 

119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the 

Department of National Botanic Gardens in the Report of the Committee on 

Public Accounts which was presented to Parliament  

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts.  

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

3. Presentation of Public Petitions:  

(1) Hon. Lasith Bhashana Gamage presented — 

(i) A petition dated 19.09.2025 from Mr. K.P. Sumanasiri Karunanayaka of 

‘Karunika’, Essella, Veyangoda; and 

(ii) A petition dated 09.07.2025 from Mr. P.D.T. Wasantha of No. 77, 

Kaluwarippuwa East, Katana.  

(2) Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha presented a petition dated 01.09.2025 from                   
Mr. P.G.P. Somathilaka of Udagammadda, Godagama, Pelmadulla.  

(3) Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath, Attorney at Law presented a petition dated 
15.10.2025 from Mr. D.M.A. Dissanayake of No. 4, Wadigawewa, 
Meegaswewa, Medirigiriya.  

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 
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 4.  Privileges: The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka, seconded by Hon. (Mrs.) 

Chamindranee Kiriella, Attorney at Law moved,— That the question of privilege 

arising out of the matters raised by the Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, M.P. on 07 th 

July, 2026 in Parliament to the effect that his privileges have been infringed, be referred 

to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 

118 of the Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

5. Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children (Amendment) Bill: 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Health and Mass Media on behalf of the Minister of Labour              

moved,— That the Bill be now read a second time.  
 

(At 11.50 a.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)  

(At 1.00 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)  

(At 2.07 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)  
 

The Deputy Minister of Labour moved,— That Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha do take 

the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(At 3.44 p.m. Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to.  
 

Bill accordingly read a second time.  

The Minister of Labour moved,— That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the 

whole Parliament.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee.  

(In the Committee)  

 

The Presiding Member took the Chair.  
 

Clauses 1 to 6 were agreed to.  

Enacting Clause and Title  

Question that the Enacting Clause and the Title Stand part of the Bill, put, and  

agreed to.  

Bill Reported without amendments.  

The Minister of Labour moved,— That the Bill, as amended, be now read the third 

time.  

Question put, and agreed to.  

Bill, accordingly read the third time and passed.  
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 6. Adjournment (Dress Code Issues Faced by Newly Recruited Muslim Nursing 

Assistants at Kalmunai North Base Hospital): The Minister of Labour and Deputy 

Minister of Finance and Planning moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn. 

Question proposed and debated. 

And it being past 5.30 p.m. Parliament was at 6.10 p.m. adjourned by the Deputy 

Speaker pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day. 

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, August 21st, 2026. 

 

 


