(Tenth Parliament - First Session)

No. 174.]
MINUTES OF PARLIAMENT
Wednesday, August 19, 2026 at 9.30 a.m.
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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker made the following
announcement:—

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received copies of three petitions in respect
of the Bill titled ‘Twenty Second Amendment to the Constitution’ and a copy of a
petition in respect of the Bill titled ‘Judicature (Amendment)’ filed at the Supreme
Court in terms of the Article 121(1) of the Constitution.”

2. Presentation of Papers: (1) The Speaker tabled the Annual Work Programme of
the National Audit Office for the year 2026 in terms of Section 35(5) of the National
Audit Act, No. 19 of 2018 which was submitted to the Speaker by the Auditor-General
in terms of Section 35(1) of the said Act.

Ordered that the said Paper do lie upon the Table.
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(2) The Speaker tabled the Financial Statements and the Independent Auditor’s
Report on the Financial Statements of the National Audit Office for the year 2025 in
terms of Section 36(3) of the National Audit Act, No. 19 of 2018 which was submitted
to the Speaker by the Auditor-General in terms of Section 36(1) of the said Act.

Ordered that the said Paper do lie upon the Table.

(3) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education presented the —

(1) Annual Report of the People’s Bank for the year 2025; and
(il) Annual Report of the Bank of Ceylon for the year 2025

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Economic Development and International Relations.

Question put, and agreed to.

(4) The Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban Development presented the
Report on the observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the Department of Sri Lanka
Railway in the Report of the Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to
Parliament and moved that the Report be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts.

Question put, and agreed to.

(5) The Minister of Health and Mass Media presented the Annual Report of the Sri
Lanka Handicrafts Board for the year 2023 and moved that the Report be referred to the
Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development and International Relations.

Question put, and agreed to.

(6) The Minister of Ports and Civil Aviation and Minister of Energy presented the
Annual Report of the Lanka Electricity Company (Private) Limited for the year 2024
and moved that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Infrastructure and Strategic Development.

Question put, and agreed to.

3. Presentation of Reports from Committees: (1) The Hon. Hector Appuhamy,
The Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Environment, Agriculture and
Resource Sustainability presented the Report of the said Committee on —

(1) Annual Reports of the Marine Environment Protection Authority for the
years 2021, 2022 and 2023;

(i)  Annual Reports of the Sri Lanka Climate Fund (Pvt) Limited for the years
2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023;

(i)  Performance Reports of the Department of Forest Conservation for the
years 2024 and 2025;

(iv)  Performance Report of the Department of Wildlife Conservation for the
year 2024; and

(v)  Annual Report of the Central Environmental Authority for the year 2023
which were referred to the Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.
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(2) The Hon. Hector Appuhamy, The Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Environment, Agriculture and Resource Sustainability presented the Report of the said
Committee on —

6))] Annual Reports of the Ceylon Fertilizer Company Limited for the years
2022/2023 and 2023/2024;

(il))  Annual Report of the Colombo Commercial Fertilizers Company Limited
for the year 2023/2024;

(i)  Annual Performance Report of the Irrigation Division of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Livestock, Land and Irrigation for the year 2024;

(iv)  Annual Performance Report of the Irrigation Department for the year 2024;
and

(v)  Performance Report of the Department of Agrarian Development for the
year 2024

which were referred to the Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

4. Presentation of Public Petitions:
(1) Hon. Nihal Galappaththi presented —

(i) A petition dated 25.08.2025 from Mr. Anil Nishantha
Wickramaarachchi of No. 68/A/1, Tangalle Road, Beliatta;

(i) A petition dated 05.10.2025 from Mr. D.N.J. Dissanayaka of No. 2/5,
Weragampita Temple Road, Uyanwatta, Matara and one another; and

(iii) A petition dated 18.11.2025 from Mr. R.P. Ranjith Kumara of No. 137,
Achariyagama, Agunukolapelessa.

(1) Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna presented —

(1) A petition dated 03.08.2025 from Mrs. M.U. Malshani Jayarathne of
No. 424/C/2/A, Migel Senavirathne Road, Thudella, Ja-ela; and

(i) A petition dated 14.09.2025 from Mr. R.A. Ranasinghe of No. 62/106,
Skolawatta Kadapela, Nittambuwa Road, Kirindiwela.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

5. Anti-Corruption (Amendment): The Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education presented,— Bill to amend the
Anti-Corruption Act, No. 9 of 2023.

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, September 08“‘, 2026, be
printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and
Civil Protection.
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6. Resolution under the Finance Act: The Minister of Labour moved,— That this
Parliament resolves under Section 19 of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971 to direct the
Minister as follows:—

(a) to dissolve the Shrama Vasana Fund, established in terms of the Shrama
Vasana Fund Act, No. 12 of 1998 as amended by the Act, No. 15 0of 2019; and

(b) to appoint a person or persons to be a liquidator or liquidators of the Shrama
Vasana Fund established in terms of the Shrama Vasana Fund Act, No. 12 of
1998 as amended by the Act, No. 15 of 2019, for the purpose of winding up the
said Public Enterprise in terms of Part II of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971.

(At 10.49 a.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

(At 1.00 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

The Deputy Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs moved,—
That Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 1.52 p.m. Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara took the Chair.)

The Deputy Minister of Labour moved,— That Hon. Upul Kithsiri do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 4.20 p.m. Hon. Upul Kithsiri took the Chair.)

Question put, and agreed to.

7. Adjournment: The Minister of Health and Mass Media moved,— That this
Parliament do now adjourn.

Question put, and agreed to; Parliament was at 5.18 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding
Member until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, August 20", 2026.



