(Tenth Parliament - First Session)

No. 170]]
MINUTES OF PARLIAMENT

Wednesday, August 05, 2026 at 9.30 a.m.
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Manjula Sugath Rathnayaka
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Manoj Rajapaksha
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M.S. Abthul Wazeeth
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R.G. Wijerathna
Priyantha Wijerathna , Attorney at Law
Ruwan Wijeweera
Darmapriya Wijesinghe
(Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe, Attorney at Law
Asitha Niroshana Egoda Vithana

M. No. 170



(6) M. No. 170

Hon. Jagath Vithana

Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi

Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan

Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan

Hon. Fasmin Sharif

Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam

Hon. Thilina Samarakoon

Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera

Hon. (Ms.) Ambika Samivel

Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath

Hon. Shantha Pathma Kumara Subasingha

Hon. Dewananda Suraweera

Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi

Hon. Major General (Rtd.) G.D. Sooriyabandara
Hon. Kitnan Selvaraj

Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney at Law
Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney at Law

Hon. Kabir Hashim

Hon. Chandima Hettiaratchi

Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi

Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney at Law
Hon. Dinesh Hemantha

Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Herath, Attorney at Law
Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath, Attorney at Law

Hon. Muhammad Faizal

Hon. Riyas Farook

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Secretary-General of Parliament

Mr. Hansa Abeyrathne, Assistant Secretary-General

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker made the following
announcement:—

“I wish to inform that I have endorsed the certificate on the Bills titled ‘Prevention of
Money Laundering (Amendment)’, ‘Financial Transaction Reporting (Amendment)’
and ‘Convention on the Suppression of Terrorist Financing (Amendment)’ on 04" of
August 2026 in terms of the Article 79 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka.”
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2. Presentation of Papers: (1) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education presented the Annual Report of the
Regional Development Bank for the year 2024 and moved that the Report be referred to
the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development and International
Relations.

Question put, and agreed to.

(2) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education presented the Report on the observations and steps taken in terms of the
Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the
National Audit Office in the Report of the Committee on Public Accounts which was
presented to Parliament and moved that the Report be referred to the Committee on
Public Accounts.

Question put, and agreed to.

(3) The Minister of Health and Mass Media presented the Annual Performance
Report of the Department of Textile Industry for the year 2025 and moved that the
Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development and
International Relations.

Question put, and agreed to.

(4) The Minister of Health and Mass Media presented the Annual Reports of the Sri
Lanka Cashew Corporation for the years 2022 and 2023 and moved that those Reports
be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Environment, Agriculture and
Resource Sustainability.

Question put, and agreed to.
(5) The Minister of Health and Mass Media presented the —

(i) Report on the observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order
119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the Uva
Provincial Council and the Institutions coming under its purview in the
Report of the Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to
Parliament; and

(i) Report on the observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order
119(4) of the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the
Eastern Provincial Council and the Institutions coming under its purview in
the Report of the Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to
Parliament

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts.

Question put, and agreed to.

(6) The Minister of Justice and National Integration presented the Performance
Report of the Government Analyst’s Department for the year 2025 and moved that the
Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and
Civil Protection.

Question put, and agreed to.
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(7) The Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs presented the
Performance Report of the Department of Civil Security for the year 2025 and moved
that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice
and Civil Protection.

Question put, and agreed to.

(8) The Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs presented the
Annual Performance Report of the Department of Hindu Religious and Cultural Affairs
for the year 2025 and moved that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight
Committee on Education, Manpower and Human Capital.

Question put, and agreed to.

3. Presentation of Reports from Committees: The Hon. Nimal Palihena, a member
of the Committee on Public Finance on behalf of the Chair of the Committee presented
the Report of the Committee on Public Finance on the Determination in terms of Article
153(2) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka which was
referred to the said Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

4. Presentation of Public Petitions:

(1) Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi, Attorney at Law presented a petition
dated 21.07.2025 from Mr. Weerasinghe Linet Silva of No. 71/A, Alwis
Place, Kalutara South and four others.

(2) Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Gunawardana presented a petition dated 28.08.2025 from
Mr. AAM.A. Latheef of No. 427/03, Pre School Street, Hamsiya Watta,
Elabadagama.

(3) Hon. Stepni Fernando presented a petition dated 18.08.2025 from
Mr. U.L.F. Nimal Perera of No. 70, Wewala, Ja-Ela.

(4) Hon. Manjula Sugath Rathnayaka presented a petition dated 05.12.2025
from Mr. T.B. Dassanayake of District Samurdhi Office, Ampara.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

5. Sittings of the Parliament: The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,—
That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament, the hours of
sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 1.00 p.m. to
5.30 p.m.. At 11.30 am. Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate.
At 5.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.
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6. Determination under the Constitution: Adjourned debate on question
(04™ August 2026),— Motion made and question proposed that

“Whereas Mrs. L. S. 1. Jayarathna has been appointed as the Auditor-General with
effect from 05.02.2026, as per the approval of the Constitutional Council in terms of
Articles 153(1) and 41C(1) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka;

And whereas the duties and functions of the Auditor-General have been determined
in terms of Article 154 of the Constitution, and the salary shall be determined by
Parliament and shall be charged on the Consolidated Fund of the Government in terms
of the Article 153(2) of the Constitution;

And whereas the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers has been granted, according to
the Cabinet Decision No. ¢®e/26/1258/801/020 and dated 06.07.2026 pursuant to the
Cabinet Memorandum of 20.06.2026 submitted by the President to pay salaries to
Mrs. L. S. 1. Jayarathna, Auditor-General as follows:-

(a) To place Auditor-General Mrs. L. S. I. Jayarathna, on the 5" salary step of the
SL-4 salary scale (175,000 - 12x5,300 - 238,600) in accordance with the Public
Administration Circular No.10/2025 with effect from the date of her
appointment on 05.02.2026, and accordingly to pay the salary placing at the
salary step of Rs. 170,528/- in terms of Schedule III compatible to the salary
step of Rs. 196,200/- under Schedule II of the said circular; and

(b) To pay annual salary increments as indicated in the said salary scale and make
salary conversion subject to the amendments made from time to time in the
above circular.

Accordingly, that this Parliament determines that Mrs. L. S. 1. Jayarathna,
Auditor-General be paid the aforesaid monthly salary to be charged on the Consolidated
Fund of the Government in terms of Article 153(2) of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.”

Question put, and agreed to.

7. Adjournment (Report of Committee on Public Finance, Concerning the
Fraud Linked to Cybercrime in relation to US Dollars 2.5 Million Debt Repayment
to Australia): The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That this Parliament
do now adjourn.

Question proposed and debated.

(At 11.35 a.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

(At 1.00 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

The Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs moved,— That
Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 1.23 p.m. Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake took the Chair.)
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The Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs moved,— That
Hon. Kitnan Selvaraj do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 2.13 p.m. Hon. Kitnan Selvaraj took the Chair.)

The Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship Development moved,— That
Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 3.50 p.m. Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha took the Chair.)

And it being past 5.30 p.m. Parliament was at 6.07 p.m. adjourned by the Presiding

Member pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, August 06", 2026.



