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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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ADHERENCE TO STANDING ORDER NOS. 91(E) AND (F)

DURING NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION AGAINST MINISTER OF
JUSTICE AND NATIONAL INTEGRATION
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present Supplementary Estimate No.
03 0f 2026.

Ulrgio

I move that the Supplementary Estimate be referred to
the Committee on Public Finance.

g 88z &Y, wwo e3O@z Ses.
aflsorr MBS BLILIL B eTHMYS Gl TeTemLILIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Sir, I present the -

(i)  Annual Report of the Tertiary and Vocational
Education Commission for the year 2024; and

(i)  Annual Performance Report of the Department of
Examinations, Sri Lanka for the year 2025.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and
Human Capital.

G S8z &Y, e @@z Sas.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I present the Performance Report of the
President’s Fund for the year 2025.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil
Protection.

e S Y, ewr @@ Sa.
afleorir aAQSHLILIL (B sTHmIsCIETeTeTLILIL L g
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I present the Performance Report of the National
Procurement Commission for the year 2025.

I move that this Report be referred to the Committee
on Constitutional Affairs.

e E®eszd 8, estr e3®8» Ses.
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Question put, and agreed to.

@S (§0D28w) 08B ¢®5eBw

(wrewryfl@ (HevrBld)) aniflesf wr@;flu)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I present the Report on the observations and steps
taken in terms of Standing Order No. 120(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the
University of Sri Jayewardenepura in the Report of the
Committee on Public Enterprises, which was presented to
Parliament.

I move that this Report be referred to the Committee
on Public Enterprises.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the

House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar - Minister of

Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Ports and Civil
Aviation and Minister of Energy)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Ashoka Gunasena)
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(The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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UPLIFTMENT OF DAIRY FARMERS: PROGRAMMES
IMPLEMENTED
29/2024
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi,
Attorney-at-Law)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a) Ishe aware that -

() a large amount of money is spent on the
importation of milk powder; and

(ii) a significant economic benefit, as well as an
improvement in the health status of the
public, can be achieved by empowering
dairy farmers?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the quantity of milk produced in the
country, out of the total daily requirement;

(i) whether the Government has implemented
any programme to uplift and incentivize
dairy farmers; and

(iii)  if so, the said programme?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of

Agriculture and Livestock)
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi, Attorney

-at-Law)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that an audit report has
been issued regarding the import of organic
fertilizer from China;

(ii) the financial loss that has been caused by
the import of organic fertilizer from China,
as per the said audit report;

(iii)  the recommendations that have been made
in the audit report concerned; and

(iv)  the steps that will be taken to implement the
said recommendations?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the

35186V, 676517

Prime Minister and Minister of Education,

Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(@)

Is she aware that -

(i) problems have arisen in administrative and

academic activities due to the large number

(ii)

(b)
)

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

1322

of vacancies in the post of principal in
National Schools located outside urban
areas in the Eastern Province; and

many schools in the Ampara District
continue to function without principals
despite the existence of an excess number
of qualified principals in certain coastal
education zones within the district?

Will she inform this House -

the necessity of calling upon officers of the
Sri Lanka Educational Administrative
Service (SLEAS) to fill existing principal
vacancies, at a time when the Service

requires  new  officers  for  the
implementation of national education
reforms;

whether there is any possibility of relieving
such officers from the duties performed in
the capacity of principals in order to enable
them to focus on policy formulation,
implementation and education reform
initiatives;

the steps that will be taken to streamline
employment opportunities for officers in
the Sri Lanka Educational Administrative
Service (SLEAS) and the Principals’
Service on an equal basis; and

the measures that will be adopted to ensure
the appointment of qualified principals to
school administration without delay?

() Ifnot, why?
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asked

the Minister of Finance,

Planning and

Economic Development:

(@)
@

(i)
(iif)

(b)
@

(if)
(iif)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

©

Will he inform this House -

whether action has been taken to exempt
assistive devices used by persons with
disabilities from import tariffs;

if so, the percentage of such exemptions;
and

the types of tariff exemptions that have
been given and the types of equipment that
have been exempted from such tariffs?

Will he also inform this House -

whether it is possible to provide tax relief
when importing adapted vehicles for
personal use by persons with disabilities;

if so, the procedures that have to be
followed in obtaining such tax relief;

the existing legal framework relating to that
and details of the circulars in effect in that
respect;

if there are obstacles in importing assistive
devices or adapted vehicles within the
provisions of the existing circulars and
legal framework, whether steps will be
taken to amend such laws;

whether assistive devices and adapted
vehicles that are personally received by
persons with disabilities or organizations of
such persons as donations from foreign
countries have been exempted from import
tariffs; and

whether there is any possibility of
providing some tax relief for used
equipment and vehicles that are received as
donations?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Public

Parliamentary Affairs:
(a)  Will he state -

(i) the number of children under the age of 18
years who are in police custody in the
Colombo District since 2025 for drug use;

Security and
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(b)

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

V)
(vi)

(vii)

whether there is a methodology for
rehabilitating children who are addicted to
drugs;

if so, that methodology;

the number of institutions available in Sri
Lanka for the rehabilitation of children who
are addicted to drugs;

the names of those institutions;

whether he is aware that children who are
addicted to drugs are detained in child
detention centres for a long period of time
after being produced before court until they
are referred to rehabilitation centres; and

if so, the measures that will be taken to
ensure prompt rehabilitation of such
children?

If not, why?
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OO DAIBNBDHR Do
(oreTyLll@ FUTHTWSET SyeuiTder)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Sewd, ydm» aow 9.

MO 68 S IBNGBZ DY
(orenrfl@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DAIBNBDHR O

(oreTLfl@ FUTBTWSET Hjauider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®©0; 08 WoemrNwm OB, dIned point of
Order & e®@mnie?

®3G 08 WO EDIZNBZ DV

(oressrfl@ rafl smewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(orerL @ FUTHTWST SyeuTde)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(oreiyfl@ rall &menTTBTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Oen® 020ed3. VD@ B ©zIzN BHDSLD ©®
@BB. w8, ¥ @DdND mOemd duFewedsy b
ecsim. Seod Parliamentary Business Committee dewfesf
RODo,-

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTdeT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

®C ©38n@), I point of Order O ez0eDE.
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Bedng
SHWOVSBLILL L DTS TERT FeMLIGETI6H SallFreri
ugeailser: aflurid

OFFICE OF CHAIRPERSON OF DISSOLVED PROVINCIAL
COUNCILS: DETAILS

2095/2026
9. ©6 619%F DIsEO® wmn
(LomessTLyLfl@ (HeusIT LOTLIEVELD)
(The Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama)
Goss  @BEm, oEi  @wy @Y 8 SR

2@ eesy g y@mw@ - (1):

(a) 1) & comed sgu v H0ed wwIisd QYo ¢ov
Oy Bewldnwsied dywme O O
s @D D 0 005l Danewsy

»Oede;

(1) e ww ewist Jow s’ ew SggsiDo
80T gD gend® @080 ey mOedc;

(il) ©® RS wews OBy DSYwIE 8 O OB
o8 Bwe® @CBEEO 0om), BEy wwo
Beg0©r Wlm Cig DO® »HSE dewndd
BBe® B Beds;

@535y O @OV 5D eI esIe?
(a0) ovndee5®, S &xie?
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IwwsFenrd Cas_L ailsrm:

(@) (@
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(ii)

2026 &8 24

Urgplgseflsit  Amiiyfleniossir
LTHTENT FeUGGL DU GleusuGeaupTs wreme
GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

sp6uGleum(H

LOTHTENT FEMLIGET HEWVSBLILIL L H6dT LilsiTevri,

LDIT & TEssT FeOLIG sellFreri ugall
UM TS T6W LD TEsT ST T ETBIS6T wreneu
GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

Guhug ugeaidssrer Apliyflepwasr wHDID
QFevailL_LiLi(Iid TF
QFweupemrn  HHSIDHOBTET(H),
FOUSET  HWVSHILBDCUTES  ugallenuwiub
@) eveuTQB T ILIGHS T FTSBUWISTn 56T
STeTLILI(HSISTMEITEUT 6TETLIENS LD,

O FsvallesTmiger
LDIT & T6usT

Ui @)FFewLid@ Mlalliiuimyr?

(o) B)et18mev, e761?

(b)

(ii)

(iif)

1340

the reasons as to why the office of
Chairperson of a Provincial Council does
not cease to function after the dissolution of
the Provincial Councils; and

considering the privileges attached to the
said office and the public expenditure
incurred on it, whether there is a possibility
of causing the office to cease functioning
upon the dissolution of the Provincial
Councils?

If not, why?

o0 8. 6107 eemrn Ovm (8o v ey B8gIny
BIR® Bewlss ¢@imsn®)

(rerfl@ 1F. meusht QFesTrd - LTHTEWT FEOLIGET LHMILD
2 sireepr Al rg) Oewsair)

(The Hon. P. Ruwan Senarath - Deputy Minister of
Provincial Councils and Local Government)

asked the Minister of Public Administration,
i cial i d | . OO DAOIBTNBHROB, s ©BED), B ©wr @Y
Provincial Councils and Local Government: e Baem GODIRE e0neds @ 88 ydned BERG
(a)  Will he inform this House - G ¢,
(i) the privileges attached to the public (@ () & cmedsgr vm noed wwiws QO ¢S
representatives  holding the office of v Bowldnwsied Ooywg O o
Chairperson of each of the nine Provincial vg @0 P 00 ods dwnews’
Councils in Sri Lanka, separately in respect #8w® 01 oce svm D9edd ¢ gr».
of each Provincial Council;
@ §en® 01:
) sem 0sS0dwd i eem Ddywae 0088068 cah ¢ g8 mbew Baow
ame
08 D9 w | Be Ao Ac Ca @e» gsldn o | edns | sswdndm | medmmbm | mbue | Bags
80z Bused LA -] yema acus 202% edn® owmd mde
2oz%d o2 35 LELL =508
(68a@) Bud ou)d | (Gi8u@)*
0l | end sem 63500 - 01 200L 10000 01
02 | oud ugm 63500 B Hdwws 01 400L 10000 0l 02 01 02
Ch & aqB goo
wnuBddwmed
O Qeest
@80 12.5%
ga »07) C199.
03 | cod vgam 63500 - 01 400L 10000 01 02 0l 02
04 | @as® uvgm 63500 - 0l 400L 10000 0l 02 0l 02
05 | ¢neoem 63500 - 0l 400L 7500 0l 02 01 02
06 | wddofd v 63500 - 01 400L 10000 01 02 0l 02
07 | ez sgan 63500 - 01 400L 10000 0l 02 01 02
08 | neondc semm *¥* 63500 01 0l 400L 2500 2000 01 02 0l 02
(eso g0
N )
09 | cqd & v 00 eweBn® 2019.05.05 & qubdgds 8 g».

* mabwlu gommme wem 65000/ m ceBPemd wddD ¢ %68 (mnme sem 880 §.2500/- MO OO, B (ommD vew 880 §1.2500/-m 8800 WdHD
AGLHOG 8iC yhudew moy ced.
* e vem BB mdwBae (dmnn wew 6.5000/- w1 €08 (dmnm egm 6.2500/ @ cuBlemd wosd ddus yBydas Boy cied.

** 530080 vgres 0d; ewsBn 2026.02.13 &2 & qudydn & af and &8 8D &0 1) Doy BB ;S s BEOES 90T B g».
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(The Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama)
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O DOIBNIDROB, Oed e¢B and y@mw 0®wrd.
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B ©0¥Ied BwIsh Jow 8O eem @;® wOATIVewsY
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(oressryfl@ LF. (Heusst CFesrrs)

(The Hon. P. Ruwan Senarath)
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LML FTemneV&6r: eflurid
REGISTERED DRIVING SCHOOLS: DETAILS
2101/2026
10. 061 1980 Sesvvwm Bwmo
(oreryfl@ Fefou SlFTHTidss)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake)
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(a) 1) & comed Bwisdd »d B Bwigd v
3083 9002500 @2MBOTHE;
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* preh Bleweviigale) emerudssLILIL BHsiTens).
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ROIEOC SBHF w6 B By euedeoBm
0 Goes @& Be®n Hwird®m O Buwuigdt
R FIWEHD) 3002500 OWIBD e,

©80910 yodned Oedi)Es 0857 Huist®m
WOE) CAB Bwiedt Bue dwenmeE 880
Bedc;

09 auwnmw B85 vyBw Dwd 5 ne cowe
B 816000 e enc;

@I D@ 0O wwdd ¢ OBIesIE?
(q) oznde5®, s @sie?

Curs@eaursgl, QBB EpFTEmVSST LHMID HHT IjLilalHhHs]
IwIFFDTS CHl L allerT:

(o) () Qemewasullv udeyCFEinuiiul Herer  FTrd
ullh AL urLFrensvsaflsst sTaTanllbemas wWird
STEOTLIEN S IU|LD;

(i) ope sowoull GLear Qurbigdlearm Frrs)
LD BINIeUSBBIGET 2_6T6m6vToUT 6TEITLIENSU|LD;

(i) GevEienas CuUTE@GHUTSSHIF FEWLIWIT6D
QFwnuBSSLILIEHSsTD FTrS) uuflpdL
LITL_FTenEUSHET 2_6ITET6ITeUT 6T6TLIGN S U|LD;

Sjeui @) dFFemLid@ Smlalliimyr?

(o) () G®BTSL wreul L GFleperer gesflwmi wHmID
orFE  sweuTl QLT  @QunigHedTn  FTrg)
ulihd  plpeussisefler erapTanilbamas  wWrg
STEOTLIEN S IU|LD;

(i) Ourgm@apr ugdullsy Gekens CuUTEE
UrggIF  FeoLwre  GFwunHuBSSLILIG S sTD
Frrg)  uwpd  plpeusCorestyy  Bloyeult
UL (D6TTEMS T 6T6ITLISNSU|LD;

(iii) Gupng  plmyeusd, &sLbs 05 e
STOLUGSUND  FLIGU6TET  GUHLOTETLD  WIT]
STEOTLIEN S IU|LD;

Ui @)dFFewLid@ Smlalliiryr?

(@) @STCmev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban

Development:
(@)  Will he inform this House -
(1) the number of registered driving schools in
Sri Lanka;
(i) whether there are driving schools operating
under State intervention; and
(i) whether there are driving schools operated

(b)

©

by the Sri Lanka Transport Board?

Will he also inform this House -

(M

the number of private and State-operated
driving schools operating within the
Kurunegala District;

(i) whether there is a driving school operated
by the Sri Lanka Transport Board in the
Pothuhera area; and

(i) the income earned by the said driving
school during the last five years?

If not, why?

®5 DOE S¥HNG Dm0
(oressryiflg, Lilosd D"d_'T;’fI)fTuJéSJB)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
OO DDNBNBDROB, OO YE» @O BERSC 0®edd.

(@) 1 764&.

No District Grade No. of NO.‘ of
Instructors Vehicles
A B C
1 |Colombo 3 6 77 145 451
2 |Anuradhapura 2 5 26 55 208
3 |Ampara 1 6 14 37 98
4 |Badulla 1 7 22 49 142
5 |Batticaloa 0 3 15 29 81
6 |Galle 1 3 19 35 99
7 |Gampaha 4 15 74 160 491
8 |Hambantota 1 8 17 48 133
9 |Jaffna 0 2 14 32 87
10 [Kilinochchi 0 3 7 16 46
11 |Kandy 1 1 42 67 199
12 |Kalutara 1 5 33 60 183
13 [Kurunegala 2 13 69 119 370
14 |Kegalle 1 5 34 56 159
15 |Mannar 0 2 3 11 24
16 |Matale 1 2 19 31 105
17 |Matara 2 1 22 38 118
18 |Mullaitivu 0 2 5 11 32
19 [Monaragala 1 3 17 35 94
20 [Nuwara Eliya 0 5 13 33 90
21 |Puttalam 2 4 22 53 146
22 |Polonnaruwa 0 3 6 21 45
23 |Ratnapura 0 9 30 66 185
24 |Trincomalee 0 3 16 27 86
25 |Vavuniya 0 1 7 14 33
Total 24 | 117 | 623 1248 3705
Total 764

(i) 238.

(i) & Como OO PeHDCEw OBz HwodOm
05 Beorg Ty woesE 808 gy 198.
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(i) ®@D.018. (DavBw eyen eowmmw - VII)

(il) owmwd Bwigst @wwses BomEed e

Do8 00
8w D088 q2¢w® | 88w G BEDw e / @Cmae
(o) (o) (o)

2020 5,440,163.00 12,619,321.00 -7,179,158.00

2021 3,814,519.00 13,092,342.00 -9,277,823.00

2022 9,002,491.00 16,291,227.00 -7,288,736.00

2023 9,986,603.00 19,263,631.00 -9,277,028.00

2024 | 12,389,469.00 16,452,478.00 -4,063,009.00

2025 | 17,249,606.00 18,900,065.00 -1,650,459.00
omnd | 57,882,851.00 | 96,619,064.00 -38,736,213.00

©®em Swigsr @wsaes BECOE YEw 8ossI ¢
B D88 @100w® | DoBm G BB |  cww / gcwe
C) (Se) (o)

2020 34,343,594.00 69,853,679.00 -35,510,085.00
2021 35,284,892.00 80,539,895.00 -45,255,003.00
2022 65,537,545.00 82,313,137.00 -16,775,592.00
2023 81,489,110.00 95,563,673.00 -14,074,563.00
2024 88,722,293.00 94,349,586.00 -5,627,293.00
2025 | 118,250,233.00 | 100,724,228.00 +17,526,005.00
2026

(@8 59,738,426.00 47,000,000.00 +12,000,000.00
c23Da)
omnd | 483,366,093.00 | 524,035,569.00 -40,669,476.00

©® afdg e GMED G CIATD 8Oy
g0een) Beadndr. D SO eud mEed i)

G Beamda.

(a) acg e@0ed.

@G 1980 Bewarnwm Ovmo
(orenrfl@ Hefou SeTbriidss)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake)
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asked the Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship
Development:
(a)  Ishe aware that -
(i) there is a tile factory in the Elayapattuwa
area of the Anuradhapura District;
(i) the said tile factory is currently in a non-
functional state; and

(iii) as a result, the valuable machinery of the
said factory is deteriorating?

(b) Will he inform this House of the measures that
will be taken to restart the said factory?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,

Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he admits that foreign training
opportunities are important for the
development of the competencies, skills
and attitudes of public servants;

(i) the number of public servants who have
participated in foreign training programmes
from the year 2020 to date, their names and
the cost incurred on such training; and

(iii) the measures that will be taken to formulate
a proper mechanism to ensure that such
foreign  training  opportunities  are
distributed fairly among all public servants?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, at a time when there are cybercrimes taking
place, this is essential to check the on-the-spot
situation of a company whether by the Police, the
Registrar of Companies or the Customs. So, I beg
of you to please ensure that this is looked into and
that necessary action is taken with immediate
effect.

00® 008S eclned®sind ASYCUDA
World sd@Be 20w gecaegiBmd Smadd md
Bedg? ded O, n@» &med 8O¢? doi emed
0, 88 FeoT®Om 0529000 eWn e®idag ww OO
DI FOB @ISO T WICWHS SOBsIesIE?

Bec® 09000 BRewsi Budn wi@; S88FD -
beneficial ownership - emiond; 928sy RBBe®
20@sm0 8550 Bede? detd 052OB 5O, 81 d ©Id
B 5O® 3022100, FDO BedHO evxy B BB
B8 @@da? O® emdnd; BHmHBmE WS
gcs A} Smme - FIU- ww» ape AML/CFT
DCEBT 850 YOBIG BT 05Ye?

00 @m0 s Besimn Von, ¢ OO
D130e300 @EIDG 9B HewWsT BHOB O ®OsTesT
By Cenn. 0@, O1d WO Bedm
Dom0DGenw - atmosphere ¥z - 5w @O B,
©0® Ded megry @B Bedd, JLEmed 5B
@08, §6s® cuwsIsy ©Ee B 08, e®Diewsy
8w 98 80ew ©DewI® BD1GED, ©BwWO WSHa.
8w O, ecmn 8O 8D0 eEw HOBID GHsY
0@ 8ddBs B WO S0 B O® @G
HOBD@e0sT SO 9CE R0 BIHDo.

9. ©®0® ed8dgd SHmHGHE noynd €SS0 vere ©On
a0 o Bede? ded e0ed 5, 8O oWy ww
#E80 80 8¢ wom e ®Dee?

10.  ©@00® eseeddoesmie, Bwisgd B3O et gm®n BB
e Budnm 0eddr y8BsY yrmnrwd uf B3O, B8O
Bwors@ed dBue »Omdemw BBO ww o8 B8O
aB08nme w@ylen BIO wewo SBw  ®OWH
wostesie? e »O, S BHedOm Bled®
DICHOND DOC?

@0 (e00exs) »HBsTe BwBedes Ovmo

(wrerflg (waubslwi) peflbs guiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

O ®OBNEDROB, ©®O edege, i, &WIs

808 m0 8w wGBEJ 8.DFND IO EOMNEDST, OO
3@ BO BERS A 8O wew & wE 90 BI50o.

OO DOIBNBDHR O

( wrewTyll@ FUTBTWST Hjsuidser)

(The Hon. Speaker)

J» OB WOYD GSOWeLdE ewILLN.

88Be®sined »Oyn

UTTTE@RHLOGITMD 9)6VI66V
BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT

@0 (e0Dexs) »HBsTe BwBedes Ovmo

(oraryl@ (waugglut) paflbs s2wglsven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

@G DOIBNBWROB, OO wBWILNB®RS DHedsT &

BB BEHBT EWIBLND @eTery WHSBYDa:

"m0 BYed Hm DBBDOYRDE o 1 ¢ox Buw BEAe D@
ac &» defde®? bBed@rined &WWdd Bewdo 27 8
BBB 0BT Bewed B gy «."

G S8z 8, wwr @@z Sas.
aflsorr MBS BLILIL B eTHmYS Gl TeTemLILIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.

B8EBed®sIned dI88

LUTTT@RHLOGITD |LDT6)
SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

@0 (e00exs) »HBBT¢ swBedes Onmo

(oredryfl@ (speugglui) poflbs gwglevev)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

OO DOIBNBHROB, ©O BWILNLHRS eONEDEY @

BB 85T ©wddsNd @2 mSHDo:

"EEe®INed EHds Bewdeo 8§ & BIBmOE O
wewsid B ¢, @¢ 2 defd® s @Fedn e @D g.wi. 9.30
80O a.wo. 12.30 ¢x00 ¢, @.00. 1.00 8O a.00. 5.30 ¢zf0o ¢ Bw @m .
2.90. 5.300 mOiz0nemdIwr 58Ee®nd »E mPs ¢y @."

G S8z &Y, e @@z Sas.
aflsorir BB SBLILIL (B) 6TDmYS% G TeTamLiLIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.



1361 208Ee®xInd 1362

esed®BExm OfTed vm emgdus
SHevf] 2 miiiflesri FLL_eLpevmigeiT
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS

383 5 HoBws 3O 3:DEVD 8O

(808G BBe®) vy emYOun
QUIT(HETTSTT WHMILD ST LAl CLPEVEU6NT i 6iT
Uall(hGS] TDID (Fn L 1q 6D68THH6D) FL_L_eLpsvLD
ECONOMIC AND RURAL RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT
FOUNDATION (INCORPORATION) BILL

OO 8.8. Daxyze w0

(wressyfl@ 1g.6F. Frewa)

(The Hon. D.V. Chanaka)

OO DOIBNIDROB, OO swm wBeHs’ BB eWYOBH
988u ®IHDa:

"85S w0 HBw wduE wDERL B wetdnm BEO
©wewo Y s emYOunm 988w BBV gdwd 8r yn @."

@S 8RB 69T Owmn

(1orevoriflg; apedlyi ram=omeir)
(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

5827 955 o G&

2 GLoTBlGE T,
Seconded.

e S8z 87 een e3®@» Ses.

s ewQ@sm 30 ¢mmpcd 8€8§O» O Hwdm @8, dw
Beevas 5800 Bowlw oz G&.

D980 2888 es¢ewa 52(6) 020 IO Bewiww wdes smns
emPOsm 8w  @d8», @S guoees @y b
8805780 ¢@inrn® 0O» 8OI» &

lleorr iG55 LILIL (B), MM ClsmeemiLIL L g

BseirLiyg, FLL_@psvLh WpSETUPSHD WA B,
YFF_ LI & FL 1 ewemuili_ i1 gy

FLlL apevd plawavssL L ewer @ov. 52(6) Blorg  Hymiblw
YL BSS], FapHLl LTHISTLIL WODID FAPs UL (Hlews
Y DIDIF (5% QY60 CIFUILILILIBGDHTHS FIL L 11111 .

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 52(6), to the
Minister of Rural Development, Social Security and Community
Empowerment for report.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ajith P. Perera, your time is up.

o6 85 8. eseb ®wm

(oressryfl@ oeds F. Qurim)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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(oreirflg Wrdd surprwsi jeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Mujibur Rahuman to second the Vote
of No-Confidence.

@G (00081) Cr®BNEST ¢&DY 5 dHmo
(oreisrfl@ (sweusbdli) @rrvbrSHeT SiddesT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®S Bewdsns G151

(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, what is your point
of Order?

@07 (e0Dexs) Co®sYesT 8Os Owmo

(omessTyifl@ (sweusSlwii) ErropbrEesT S)jidaresT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

®0T Boewdss mDmnemn®8, 92 (2) (a) ww» 76 (3)
B8 Bewde gmd ©0 Privilege ydmexm mosis
Bedmdd. @¢ Parliament Sitting Day o=z, a¢ ©® speakers'
list el eI, @BsY 8¢ OO 08wl Bod vy Bwo
warrant ©zz3 issue 6@ BedmDo.

®6; Bewdss SOrzNGEHDO)

(oresrflg Wrdld surprwst Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I will bring it to the notice of the Hon. Speaker.

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, would you second that Vote,
please?
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@G (8028 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo
(oreryflg (HevTHF) anias & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®G; Bewdss O150ED )
(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva?

@S (§0D28w) w8 ¢ 8FDo Owmo

(omrevwryLll@ (BevrHF) aniayg & FAsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, we also got that text message.
If the Hon. Member is in Parliament, how can a judge
issue a warrant to arrest him? I mean, it is a Privilege of a
Member of Parliament. So, I think you need to take this
up, Sir.

®0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, I will inform the
Secretary-General of Parliament to convey this to the
honourable judge. - [Interruption.]

@0 88 0O Dwmo

(wressryflg #edls LICTLogTea)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption]

G Berdss HSOI1BNGEHD)

(oreryllg Wrdld suThTwsT Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of Opposition? - [Interruption.]

Hon. Members, please sit down. - [Interruption.]

@0 88 0g®cis Dwmo

(wressryfl@ #edls LICTgTea)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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288e0@xIn dudd®0 wuywi@ B0 Bedm gdEddhd ®d
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OunEmmded sricews’ v ey OF0dews. On® smmo
BecddfDewsy OnddMowms - 8Eed®sind -
Boewldme @mom O5IF0cews; Owdn HAHewIdnews.
On®ed mBww BwT®m BBed®8 BB gremmB®O Do
8RO DV EDIEVIOE O©o,-

®6 Berdss mOznEmRO)

(oreryflg rdld suThIWsT SjeuTssir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of Opposition, I will get the Secretary-
General of Parliament - [Interruption.] Yes, Hon. (Dr.)
Ramanathan Archchuna, I am talking to you. I will get the
Secretary-General of Parliament to confirm this to the
court. - [Interruption.]

®0 8885 0@ Dwmo
(wressryfl @ #edls LNIGrwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, let me finish. - [Interruption..]
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0 Bewddss 5065

(orenryflg Wrgld FuTBTWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Members, would you all please sit down?

@6 885 0@ Swmo
(wrewryll@ Fedld LNGrwgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, let me finish.

0 Bewddss 5065
(orenryflg Wrgld FuTBTWST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Leader of Opposition.

@0 885 0@ Swmo

(wressryllg #edls LNCTLogTo)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

©0 Bewdss mOmnemnOB, smmn $s3¢ewrsy o §ey
Oy Bewddnows ©Swd 9@ 8Ee®xIned W»im
Go828wd OB e WIS D HOBIB D1.

®G Berdss mSO0E)
(orenTyflg LWrdld suTBTST SjeuTssi)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, that has been noted.

@6 885 0g®cits dwmo

(wressryllg #edls LNCTLogTa)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

S On®eds, a8 Bwgecrneds Dy »ROOR.
gm B 0@ QI B ecm. I
DBNBWEOTT FHBID) ¢ e5NeDE. VIR @® ©®IdD
ned Blcon ecsim. 0o @808mn OEn®ed Doy
B8 0D Bedmryds. & B8ac Buicde o o¢sis.

®G Bewdss HO0ER)

(orenryflg Wrdld FuTBTWIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, I am talking to
you. Have you informed the court of your presence here
today?

@6 (e0Dexs) Crd®sx0esy g&dGY Owm

(oreryfl@ (sweugglui) @) rmrbreeir oidgerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I have sent my lawyer; I have sent the list of
proceedings of this House, which had been shown to the
judge to prove that proceedings are going on and the
speakers' list to show that my name is on it, but still I
have been issued with a warrant. So, what more could I
do? I have been here since 9 o' clock in the morning.

6 Beradss mOznEm®)

(orenryfl@ Nrdd FUTBTWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, in that case, it is
the discretion of the honourable judge. So, we have
nothing much to do from here. This will be
communicated to the court.
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@G BB @b 980 ednBow Swmo

(oreryll@ FLLssrent ojTegver &efou Crardlnian)
(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order. [Interruption.]

@0 88 O Dwmo

(wressyflg #edls LNBTLogTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. [Interruption.]

6 Bearadss HAOzEDDO)

(orevwsryilg Lrdld surprusi Seuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Now, who is raising the point of Order? Hon.
Member, would you please sit down? [Interruption.]

The Hon. Leader of Opposition.

@G 885 0@ Owm

(wressryfl@ #edls LICTLogTa)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

®©0 Boewdss »ONEDROB, @EEe®xIn dudd®
2OFOEmO 0® EIHdHC wwed &8I0 Sn® wn
288w, JIm Doywcwm. & “mmn Bewidmw 0w 8
©8@Omicw. & BOECHO amo@mw »odsT dn®0 ¢BBw
Beastersy cwded 9535 0250ed8, e® EEe®sined
m. VAN I o BTON ocsim. Bl Bsigds
ey, I Ied DoBRO. Bsid o ecsIm. [@d
#H88]

®0 BewTss G506

(oreryllg Nrdd suThrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, there is no order I can
issue at this moment. Anyway, I will look into it and ask
the Secretariat to find out about it from the court. -
[Interruption.]

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, would you second that Vote
now?

o6 BBeg abys 6980 eudmBew Swvm

(omevsr i@ FL_L Sgremt] ojireguer #efou Caeardlmian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point Order.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryllg Nrdd surbrwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, what is your point of
Order? - [Interruption.]

® BBt abym 980 @S Dwmo

(oreryflg FLssrent ojregver &efou Caeardlnian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker. May I have some
silence, please? - [Interruption.]

®6 Beradss HOzEmR )

(oreryflg rdld surbrwsi Sjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you can talk at the top of your voice. -
[Interruption.]

@G BB a8y 1980 eudnrBown Swmo

(oresrfl@ FULSgTewd 9ieguer #efou Crardnian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

0 Bewdss ®ONEDROB, e®mO 00l ©dsY
@¢sIm). ©0] Bewdess mONBHROB,- [&dds 58] Please,
I am speaking. ©6; Bewdss mGznemn®8, please, may I
speak? - [Interruption.] Could you silence them, Sir?

@6 Berdss mOrBNGEHRO)
(wrevryfl@ Lrdld FurbTwsi SjeuTger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

If you talk, they would be silent.

© BBt a8ym 980 ewdn 8w Swmo

(wrevrfl@ FLULSgremt ieguer wefou Creardmian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

@0 Bewdss ®mONEDROB, B8 evnd- [&aid
BEO] 961 Bowdtr misnemn®B. e®m- [ir HE6] a8
) oved BOy mced Sutes S8z 0OORO
Ceme 0@ W 8Eedsindd  u@ewmm
3D 0edd, ©bBed®rineds’ 80D wm gdEteds
3yeldd O5Im W Be®) ®C®wme & Josewrsy
0w 1. 00 DED ey sWsed @BIHmEEO
g qemsiest oy Begecsn B, den® edxIm dvx
o B @8, 28 B0 BDD, B3, Dew®
e50ed8 gBNBerT® aBB808mO® BedmDs BwEo.
eERBIERHW HODEENO AIROBI 0 @@ FHes ssIm
eOZYD. [&hidr DEO] 0 v O, @®m OB B BB
O erwedd ozxl. & glB08m0, ©siF oy
RIROBIE @i WO, VIO @0 §u¥ O B
et v Fved®,-

@S Bewduns G151
(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Heuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, I got the message.

oG BB 9B D00E umo (dvLm gooHum wy
28807 »mOgn Bewdds g@imurn®o)

(oreiryflg FUL_ssremtl sefled eul L s - QUITEILdS5sT
UTGISTLIL LHMILD LITTTEHLOGTD eVI6usVEH6T L1Td jenLodei)
(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law - Deputy
Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0 Bewdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Sunil Watagala, what is your point of Order?

@G BB 9BE DO0E Dwmo

(oressrfl@ FULSgTewt Fesflsd sul L gHev)

(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law)

@0 Bewles ®mOmnemn®8, ©0E8 BBw «@m»&.
OO HPOW Bedmrdr H® On®ed FBWO B8O® ®J
BDO@HmRO @ @I doy g¢ OO WBwWD BNWY,
om0 9E8un O B, Em BB OO BusIm
5y BBeg @0¥@wo 8o BEEE S B0 wiwrlesy
. [is BHEO] d5n® BOE owd quoid »PO®
B¥Bmacw wuimy Q. [dr HE®] Beods @dwdwn
IO DFB S edWCwWd BB BBy [@odds HEB]
38 emdD0,- [@ids HEO] ©S; Bewdts mDrNemneB,
Im 508 BBw. [&his HE8]
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®G; Bewdss SOr150E )

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Members, would you all please settle down?
Please, listen to him. - [Interruption.]

@G BBeg uBE DOoE Owvwmo

(orerLll@ FLLSsrent] Feflsd sul L gev)

(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law)

O350 0wm 8 Bw dev® Beven Credsies’ sy®r.
Ow DT Bcews 5O dwo 8¢ RO RO WsID AvY. dwWo
ws¥esy BHO dwied GBICB BB BB FBWICW
B8 By vy 0@ew® B8IBwn Beadmd BwEr. Im
OB D HDO. [ewler HE5O]

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, I am talking to
you. Would you please listen to me? Have you requested
for a letter from Parliament stating that today is a Sitting
day and that you are supposed to be here? -/Interruption.]

@G (§0D28w) w&s ¢ BT Owmo

(omevsr i@ (SevrHF) aniag & FAsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, why does he need a letter? The whole country
knows that we are sitting today! -/Interruption]

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEH)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, please, I am asking that from the Hon.
(Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna. Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan
Archchuna, have you produced that letter to the court?

@01 (e0Dexs) Cod®s%0esT EDEB Owmo

(oreryfl@ (sweugglui) @) rmrobrEeir oidaerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

The Secretary-General asked me to sit in Parliament
till 5.30 p.m. because then only they will give me the
letter; they will never give a letter before that. So far, I
had asked for thousands of letters from the Secretary-
General and they had always asked me to sit in
Parliament till 5.30 p.m.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHR)

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Have you requested for a letter for today?

@0 (@0D¢1) CrI®BNEEY g8DY 50 Vs

(orer Ll (sweugglwi) E)rmiobrae oidgerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

I can request for a letter, but they will give it only after
5.30 p.m. Now, they cannot give it. - [Interruption.]

G Berdss HSOI15NEHD )

(orenryflg rdld suThrwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

So, you have not requested for it this morning, is it? -
[Interruption.]

@G (89028w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(LDrraf?fTL'uﬂ@ (sevrBlg)) aniag s Fsveu)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, you have to be reasonable. The whole country
knows that Parliament is sitting today, and he is a
Member. Please be reasonable, Sir! - [Interruption.]

© BB a8ym 980 eudnion Swmo

(wreTyl g FULgsrent TSI Hefar Credlnian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

And, when you take decisions like this, the court will
- [Interruption.]

©6 885 e®cies Owmo
(wrewrfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

298 8Seddes.
STUPBSITI .
rose.

®S Bewdsns 151D

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of Opposition, what do you have to
say now? - [Interruption.]

@0 885 eg®cies Owmo

(wressryflg sedls LNCrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, sessions of Parliament take
precedence and priority over all other things because
Parliament is supreme.

@S (§0028w) w8s ¢ BT Owmo
(orerfl@ (S0THH) aniag & fAsvsur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Absolutely.

o0 885 eg®cis Owmo

(woressryflg sedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

This is a sovereign body; this is a supreme body. So,
his priority is to attend Parliament and nothing else.
Therefore, please give a ruling, Sir; @2® e® §dudded
B0 octm. 99@0 aBBe Bedmdl, e® Bdicwd
008G 005D, OR®ied ¢BBw Guomer DIBTH.

@G 370 WO EIBECH Owmo
(oressTfl@ ST SHewTTSVEHS)
(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)

208 BSedde.
STUPBSITI.
rose.

@0 Beadts mOzNEHRO)
(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Anura Karunathilaka?
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O 370 WO EIBED Ovmo

(oTenTLll@ ST & HETT V)

(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)

©0; Bewdds »Dnemn®d, ¢’ a8 ¢Bfes’ o®
DC el Om B WO O3B, 06O 88ur DR
Beadm »org @8 cslery mywi.. I Bwe o0® mmoens
8@ITVewsY VDRI 0@ eDIed BBFDWE ecsIm DWi.
& Beso BdDm w1 e 918eds) videl & @590
00w eOC Bedmyd »® & 8¢ B0 omvm
20 yodsy. J Ded® a8 mFvsn ®O AT vy, @®
Ded 880w Bwudn Bwindwde & ©sIF0cws B&8xT
20)00m@ WS Beamde »de Buws O®. ocsFeon® o®
BoEn B ud 0® 0Ded Bdd oxvm .
RIN®O Yev® BdE 0y VBw@D YW [@dd
»H80]

@0 (000¢x1) 58 9rIem Owmo
(wrabryflg (wausduit) pedld @)bsés)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Wrdld suThTwsT SjeuTssir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Najith Indika, what is your point of Order and
under which Standing Order are you raising it?

@G (e0Dexs) 58 9rIen dwmo

(wrerflE (wabglui) pedld §)bslse)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika)

@0 Bewdds ®»ONEHdREB, OO  02ew®
@®90Dews 9ECEHD, ©® MmO a8 oReRsY adwsy
WO, BB o ELIBLND O B HOE BWEo. [&oéd
BHEO] o®ime, DBEDw We® ©wlvEND OB WOBIB
wemDe Y, 00D B0 GG F0enD). @@ QutOsY
Beicdn 8o a8 D@D o ewidznd o ®»O ®OY
Bec 00 9CEROW @O [vir HEO] @d@m» odm
SPTHWO O DD e®emEEE 8B cslesy
DY, DAL Bo® @wWIBBZND OB B WOBIB). & Bewo g8
B&3Des 900 eweIEZND ®1) 9WOHO B WOY Bws O&
®ed owrd’snd.

G Berdss HOI1zEHD)

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, you have not
requested Parliament for a letter to confirm with the
learned court that you have Sittings today.

@G (000¢1) Cr@BNEET ¢8O 5 Bvmo

(orenTfl@ (sweudbglwir) E)TmriobrEeiT )i daerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I could only request for a letter once I sit in
Parliament. They never gave it to me before that. I had
asked for a letter to be given beforehand, but they said,
“Sit in Parliament until 4.30 p.m. and then, we will give it
to you.” They have never let me obtain a letter from the
Secretary-General's Office before 4.30 p.m. So, how can |
request for a letter?

2026 &8 24
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@S Bewdss G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, the Secretariat
informs me that that is the standard procedure they
follow. You should have at least made a request for a
letter this morning. - [Interruption.]

© BB a8ym 980 eudnion Swmo

(wrevrfl@ FLULSgremt oieguer #efou Creardmian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, when you mention that you are in Parliament, that
is taken as a -

@G (8028w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo
(oressryfl@ (SvTHH) aniag & Asvsur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, give me just one minute.

@S Bewdsns G151

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I will just listen to the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva.

@S (§0028w) w88 ¢ BT Bwmo

(rewrfl@ (HevTHS)) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, let us be reasonable. The issue is whether the
court has been informed by letter that Parliament is sitting
today. But still, what is the reasonableness of that because
the whole country knows that Parliament is sitting today?
And, the Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna is an MP;
everyone knows that. So, you do not need to send a letter;
I do not think it is necessary.

®0 Bewndss OrzNEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, that is the procedure
followed.

@G BBt g8y 980 ewdniown Owmo

(orevryfl@ FLLSgremt] ieguer srefou Caerdlmian)
(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, -

@0 Bewrdss SOrzNGEHBO)

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi euiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, I gave you a lot of time.
Okay, I will give you just half a minute.

@G BB a8y 980 ewdnBown @wmo

(orerfl@ #L_Sgrent oiegusr #efou Crardnian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, the normal procedure is, - [Interruption.] Wait, 1
am speaking.

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprwst HjeuTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I will give you time. Please sit down
for now.
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oG BB @by 980 ewdnrBow Swmo

(oreryllg FLssrent ojTegver sefou Ceardlmian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, even to the Supreme Court, if you do not mention
that you are in Parliament, it is considered as contempt of
court. Any court would not take it lightly. We practise
there. So, what we say is, "The Member is in Parliament
today". The lawyer and everyone else have to take
responsibility for that. You just cannot go and say, “He is
in Parliament.” The judges take cognizance of that. Please
understand that.

@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Wrdld suTBTWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Anyway, that is the procedure, he has to inform
the court. - [Interruption.] The normal procedure is to
inform the court and I cannot interfere with that.

Now, Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, would you second the
No-Confidence Motion moved by Hon. Ajith P. Perera?
You have ten minutes to second the Motion.

@S 8RB 6@z Owmno

(1orevrLflg; apedluyit ram=iomsir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

Thank you very much, Hon. Deputy Speaker. Now
only my time starts, [ understand.

®6 Bewdss G506
(oreryllg Wrdld suThTwsi Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, your time starts now.

[&3.200. 11.59]

@S §ERE 59y Dm0

(oraTLfl@ apedlyi rom=iomsir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

©0 Bewdds mOnemn®B, oo ads 8. eusedd
Y@ 887 928ur MmOy BdDIs Weo ©wILLND HES
»08sY ®eod gend cd® qd®®» »IHdo.

OC Bewdes mOsnemnOB, DBTNBNHIC N gBHO e
00 83 »wEven BNNGWIC FOBR® BOITTDewWsT &
25 Bl won ewlBLNOE ey OBTH qud 8¢ Yool &8
Bem O 0 ¢ed 00 ¢85 8. evedc @5I5ne mciey
OGNS SEE WEr. O Bewdds ®OINGHROA,
ABIADND0eE #:B 000D o® 8O seOB 8¢dO
enedd8. aefned 80 @B HOy ety BHswem8®
RBTDNHIC BE OB WEwS B8O, e@DB 88»
288000 8I8 0dE) Bedmds. OB 8:dO® »EB @B
D@ Bedm Bwr nHOB Hdm &S5 dEedved D BDS;m
gamned &n Ondsic emes woesy. d, e® ied
8cd® @B 0@ Beadm Bw. "Onenoe  wwem
ABTAND0W - @BBOc deg® 20" Bwecy »O8
yBeB ymeamed 2070z 8Jed n@sirnsiesE wewsy
WO Bedsiery. &, e@DB 8cdO ¢rivn Bwr. Sm Bwo &
nEe ovIn g Bw@de, IO ©y Hewd osdodd
ABIABNDICD BE #B WO eOHEWO, WIBHE sYYHO
2gen OB Do, deBwsIO o ©¢) BVYDO, LomBBIHS
88850 amIEO BIVBNDICWE ©¢D By Om, @y

208Ee®xInd

1378

DEE @005 iy 2wd Bewd WO W, 1o O1dOED
3ned P awd Da’Bwe yYeg G e¢mdr ed
esneeRs oO0CE OROIed yBHusB ymame BE
Boasroo.

wlsen »ENEWC HOBR® 0® 8BIDw BB,
OB Bcd® ATTVBNHIC BE B eI YO s Bws) O
ORI ey 3w, & WEBW® ¢sImda. & csivn
Beo OB @510 D0 Bewornwm B50BeBn DBTVB®IC
©OITIVD 0T VoY YRwedWmSen O In®ied yHSHA
YDOBBO PRED Weg. I Bw, ©Om O 00 BLW
Penow B BesIm . Im Hewdd® a8 Buceesn®
Boeww e, yO@BOSw Im oo 0®m Bm®m®
v Bwie Bwsy & 0dIsnd @osin. o Bw »O8
Bl oo 0wldmnd ewemsim Yoad. HBHO® ged
D@D Wo® ©wWIBZNDW EOEDBID DB BIW. DA Wo®d
ewWI¥END evemBI®) Poad e®@m WEBHW® gmens 83
BenB. TA00068 BE DD Bedmdr. OF
emewms @mled y@Em Bedmdr. @InE sHE®O
eI Bedmdr. cwound 9sim dvn o 40,000
g @mer emdn. & dFewd® gmenm H3w. Em
00 BIed 58 BwEs BesIm vt

@0 Bewd®s mOnemn®B, Sewd dods of »OB
g0dend). OR® ABTVBNDIC POBDE 6 @deesy &g
O®HDICHO OBB. 57 efdides Ao yodens) Beadmdo.
g  yodwol) yodEs W  ITRNC  em®0ded
EDGHEFODGw@D 9O WS @® edmemD gPdden edm .
a0 @Giden OB D Beadm, OO HyOBBRD HO®
yoOE By, Sewd, afedm DBIWEN®IC eOewade
D50, & RO HoLPD Bedmrdr. »OO ©x WO
P OB DOROW Bedmdr, §oSHB. DBTDBNDIC
2808 - Sode eddmed - yodwd) vwE Bedmdr. ©d
Bewdss m»Onemn®B, OO0 yodwd yodEe ®
R5IDNI®IC [sIarulstalens 17ecomn Yoo D).
l4ecomrmed yosws) Bedmdr. nwiecsnd g@sles’. oy
WO BNW. WS ABIRBNS @880  40ecemt
535 A5y 40eceomr s am®@n ®SE Bedmd. 228 grlesy.
18ecommed yoswl) Beam, nd® o WO BN
DBIVBNH0 08REO8wsY niecems eBDEBewrI® grin
. 2 OFWewsnd gules’. ececemMmed oL
B, &5 WOE) NP DBTDNOIC eBEEDGTed
2R OO 30ecerym am®m WO Beadmd.
llecorrmed yodmt) Beambdl, HoOE . 8€OB
ovg 0dcldBury wndecemn PBID DY VHOEELHND
D DO HHOO g0 fB.

OG5 Bewd®s »OnEmROB, & Dr1ed® sgedd eog
ed3c800; S9ecerm 9vimy ®vn. Jowmsy Jecemrrmed
yodens) Bedmdr, yIOE ¥ O Bewdds
DOIENBHROB, 0® BRI DEEE DBTVLNMIC BBEmred
¥ dvy 1,357med yodwl) Beadmr, @i 6O Db
008, @® FOBed DORO »OB, & yodws) Bode.
HOBN® O® w8ww WSE BN BB ©® HO® HyOBeE)
BIsE D5TVs0mcwe B QWSO @YDBO RS
WOBIB D0y 053, Ve 0r3¢? ePeN® YyoLbews) BRe sy
BWO 00 SIEH® DO AW, DBIRBNHIC
E0eWO;  BEHB DOSTesI? HOBR®  &wEEDe
O DOBO Bl VIR Bedmbd. yoduwy Bnos
1,357 Beamdl. @ddg 9nn®ids Ao On® @
DBRC O, YOS eDDD e® nmrnd Bod® edmedsy



1379 2026 &8 24 1380

& a0g om0 RE IN® e mog Bus O HOB
28 oY ydm wOsTesy. @® ©gR wEHm® ®OBIH N8 Yol
& Ben »O8. Bowm oghed BEds 5B, dwm
eghed Brlg B oty mBO emen®¢ enmEEsy
ATVBNDIC  WE»H® @WOTeny? & Bhwem oghed
BEBled yodes) Beamemd, & Bulg Bdew osim
vy @i O 2B Jew® wge & Brlg Boew osIensy?

©0; Bewdds »OnemR®B, SOB ¢ @B Y o®
88O 601B & ¢ Bod 00m e@imn Bwidrn exnedd,
BDEONBFOeE Beds) qud®@widw Bewld. & Bewo nOB
©® 919® 200® Geod. ®d Bewl®s mONemROA, 0505
¢ @® 8dBw Y. 0508 ¢ 8JRews’ ecocmn &Cremw.
5018 ¢ 8Bewsy ecocommed E8n g8 Jen® S¢ e
BedBu 8omoi0sy 12ecemym doBsy a8z S oxinmo.
BedBur B8omo0s5Y 120¢520 OB ¢8sy w6 ofes ¢&?
& Bosiery cORB ewdfDd AYen, Sgv Doy ®
ydme @B 0O5Im yods BuEr. Yen® edEr 0® Bod@w
BomoOsied E8mDED v»Ben o C¥e DoResis
R, Beso mOB 5018 ¢ wdw Sed@Bw 8omo0sy 12e¢5%d
3857 w0 ofer). & 0D emerdr B80moedd erNeda,
9538wy Bowo1edd. & 9uidwin) 8omoedd O BsY ¢lsy
»0 0¥, SemFesied E8n Omde 88n7 Gowed 9l
Bomoosled 88n, E8m omwedBe? 9572wdd Bedm
D3O, 958wy 80O 12e¢m00 g8xY »F onimo.
e®ime, 95IewIRD CFBC @¢sIm BBl OO Fomed
95y BoWmGOsied 88n, 88n e0edB¢? d¢ HBwo®
DIFOE BDEOIWITwmD W DO, O YOeRBMS e
»801eR & BOmGD5ID wernevs Bylem 50, SevrEEsID
9¢0® 857 O 0Om 05 83 ®eHFHOEO WO BY ew.

6 Berdss HSOI1zNGEHR)

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, you have two minutes left of
your allocated time.

@ §ERE 59z Dm0

(oradTLfl@ apedlyi rom=iomsir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

No,three minutes,Sir; ©®5; Boewd®s m»Onemn®A, ©O
5D B0 o BeadmDr. OO time 9 IECE DD
wosyesy. [ have been watching the time.

®0 Bewdss mG509Eemn o

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi ojsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You have only two minutes and 30 seconds.

@S §ERE 59z Owmo

(woressryfl@ el ramaLmesr)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
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(oressryflg LWl surprwsi Heuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, your time is up.
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®G; Bewdss SOr150E )

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, you have exceeded your
time.

@S §ERE 59z Owmo

(1orevoriflg; apedlyi ram=omsir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

3Dusl OO, ¥0 Dxndur e¢sIm), ©d ©LsID
DO EBCH O5IEnOA.

OS] OB WO IBED Dm0

(oressTyfl@ SHWhS &HeTTSVES5)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)

®©0 Bowdss DOIZNEHROAB, O9@10 D Drndem
CHW CA ¢BIB).
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(1orevorifle; apedlyi ram=omeir)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
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G Berdss HSO15NEHD )

(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have exhausted your time. Please
wind up.

®S §ERE Yz Dm0

(oressryfl@ el ramaLmesr)

(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)

DG DBTDBNDICWO BB ©¢sIensy H3AD & BEBsD
G258 WO W D0, OB BHaAD dEens 83w & o
DOmBE WS e . 0® FOBR® @¢ DOBR® 8o
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©1e® &FHBE.

@6 Berdss mOrBNEHRO)

(wrevryfl@ Urdld FurbTwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister, the Floor is yours. You have 15
minutes. - [Interruption.] Hon. Members, would you all
be quiet and listen to the Hon. Prime Minister?

[12.12 p.m.]

@07 (§9083) 0BA ¢®SeaBw (gG@ims @y glvIsm,
c et NS85 Y DaFBw ¢85 &@imsnSn)
(sorplg))  anflefl  Gur@gfu -

SWWEFHID  Hevadl, o wi sevall wHMID CBTHHBHLN

O[EDLOEFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, there is no doubt that the
incidents on the 05" and 06™ of July were tragic, the
death toll was unacceptable and the incidents we
witnessed were not something that could be accepted or
condoned in any way. I think we all can agree on that.

(omrevorLyifl@ Ulrg

Today, Sir, the Members of the Opposition have
brought in this No-Confidence Motion and in doing so,
they need to establish facts and evidence, beyond the
brutality and the enormity of the incident, to show that
because of what happened, the trust and confidence we
have in the Minister of Justice and National Integration
have eroded; they need to establish, through evidence and
facts, how exactly the Minister of Justice and National
Integration is solely responsible for what happened and
that his behaviour before, during and after that incident
amounts to a breach of trust and confidence. That is what
the Members of the Opposition need to establish here.
But, so far, what have we heard, Sir? The noise level of
the Opposition’s arguments is noteworthy; I think we all
can agree that they are very loud. But, noise in and of
itself does not establish facts; hate, personal attacks,
venom and rhetoric cannot establish facts. What we have
heard and what we are hearing today is a high level of
noise. Also, what we are hearing in terms of facts is a
distortion of truth, misrepresentation of facts, half-truth at
best and a deliberate effort to personally and viciously
attack a Member of the Cabinet. That does not establish,
in any way, the intent of this Motion of No Confidence.
So, predictably, the Opposition will, once again, fail in
their efforts to embarrass, belittle or, in any way,
undermine the confidence in this Government or in any
Member of this Cabinet.

Sir, let us take what happened into account. Yes, we
lost 32 lives: the lives of 10 prison officers and 22
prisoners. That is a fact and that is something that we
need to investigate into, hold those responsible
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accountable and ensure that there is no such repetition.
Sir, if we look at the lead-up to this incident, much has
been said about the number of vacancies in the prison
system. Yes, the vacancies in the prison system are
something that has been discussed for many years. Since
2022, none of these vacancies have been filled. That is a
fact. What is also another fact is that it was during the last
one-and-a-half years that these vacancies have begun to
be filled. During the last one year, 695 Prison Guards had
been recruited, currently, 190 recruitments are on the way
and also 18 Assistant Superintendents of Prisons had been
appointed. This is the first time since 2022 that these
recruitments have been happening. That is a fact; that is
something we can establish by fact. It is not a half-truth, a
misrepresentation or a distortion.

Then, what else has been done? Much has been said
about the inadequacies in the Department of Government
Analyst. Yes, we agree and we know that. That is why the
vacancies in the Department of Government Analyst have
been filled; that is why money has been allocated for the
purchasing of the much-needed equipment, which had not
been purchased until two years ago. The procurement
process has started for all of those things, none of which
have happened earlier. Also, the procedures and processes
in the Department of Government Analyst are being
reviewed and revised and interventions have been made
to speed up its work. So, that is what the Hon. Minister
has been doing for the last two years. And, yes, the
Department of Government Analyst is heavily under-
resourced and understaffed. But, that did not happen
during the last two years. That was the Department of
Government Analyst this Government inherited and the
Hon. Minister had to take on. Let us not forget that.

Sir, what else has been happening? There is a need to
speed up the processes to ensure that the number of
people who are in remand is reduced. We have to either
act within the law or the laws have to be amended.
Already, those legal reforms are underway and very soon,
a Bill containing amendments to the Poisons, Opium and
Dangerous Drugs Act is going to be presented to
Parliament. That Act has been revised and the
amendments are going to be presented to Parliament very
soon. So, it is not as if the Hon. Minister has not been
addressing these issues. But, you as well as everyone else,
including the Members of this Opposition know that law
reforms do not happen overnight. Law reform takes time;
it requires consultation; the Legal Draftsman has to draft
the amendments, the amendment Bills have to be placed
on the Order Book and then, to be presented to
Parliament. And, all of those processes are underway. So,
once those reforms take place, yes, we would have the
necessary procedures and laws in place, which could
reduce the number in prisons.

Let me remind this House that at the time when this
Government came into power and the Hon. Minister took
office, there had already been 31,000-odd prisoners
incarcerated. So, that is not something that has happened
over the last two years; that has been a growing problem,
which had gone unaddressed and which this Government
and this Minister has been addressing. So, Sir, those are
the facts that we need to consider when we are debating
this Motion.

Let us also look at some of the other reforms that have
been undertaken by this Government under the leadership
of the Hon. Minister. The health services in the prisons
have been improved. The Ministry of Health and Mass
Media has been working to ensure that there is a proper
health system for prisoners as well as the staff, expanding
medical care, appointing new cadre and introducing
inpatient services and specialized services. There are
many such initiatives that the Ministry of Health and
Mass Media, in collaboration with the Ministry of Justice
and National Integration, has undertaken to establish
more humane conditions within the prison system as well.
Prisons cannot be rehabilitated overnight. With that, I
think, we all have to agree. Community rehabilitation
programmes and training programmes for prisoners have
been introduced to give them skills so that when they
leave the prison, they have the skills to enter employment
and to become productive members of society. So, all of
these things and more have been introduced by this
Government and by the Minister of Justice and National
Integration.

Also, Sir, since this is a Motion that has been brought
against an individual, a Member of the Cabinet, we need
to look at what this Minister has done as opposed to the
conduct of previous Minsters in charge of this subject as
well. There also needs to be that comparison because this
is a Motion brought against an individual. Sir, we know
that this is not the first instance this kind of an incident
took place in our prison system. It is tragic, but that is the
truth that we need to acknowledge.

If you remember, this is the month that marks a
darkest part of our history; this is the month in which our
country spiralled into a bout of ethnic violence that lasted
for so many years. Let us not forget what happened in the
Welikada Prison in 1983, where hundreds of prisoners
were killed as part of the violence that took place in the
Island at that time. Also, in 2012, a similar protest took
place, where 20 prisoners and 13 STF officers were
killed. Then, in 2020, in the Mahara Prison, 11 inmates
were killed. At no point did any of those Ministers of
Justice at that time resign. So, what is the difference that
the Opposition is demanding today with the resignation of
this Minister of Justice?

Sir, we are also quite aware of our mandate. Our
mandate was to establish the rule of law and respect and
trust in our judicial system. You can imagine - I think the
country can understand it - the challenge of establishing
that trust in a system where currently, there are
investigations against the son of a previous Minister of
Justice. Currently, the son of a previous Minister of
Justice is in remand and is under investigation for
interfering with the judicial process, engaging in
corruption and entering into deals with those who are
being convicted. That is the extent to which corruption
has seeped into the judicial system and the prison system
with the son of a Minister of Justice becoming involved in
these corrupt activities. So, the task of cleaning up such a
system is not easy. That incident also needs to be
understood in that particular context, with which we now
know how prisons were run in the past, where certain
prisoners had special privileges and where, as much of the



1385 208Ee®5Ind 1386

[0St (g0008s) BB g@ce8w |

organizing of criminal activities took place outside, a
similar amount, if not a greater amount, of it was going on
within the prison system, led and managed by those in the
prison itself. Mobile phones were widely available and all
kinds of things were going on within the prison system
with the involvement of a few prison officers and, as was
established now, with those even more powerful.

So, Sir, this is the corrupt system that this Minister of
Justice has been tasked with cleaning up, and that
involves investigations within the institution itself and
transferring, investigation and prosecution of his own
officials! Therefore, it is not an easy task, but he has
begun that task. This Government has undertaken that
extremely difficult challenge of cleaning up within,
cleaning up the institutions. We inherited institutions
which were destroyed, corrupt and where corruption was
the reason for the existence of many of those institutions.
We also know of a Deputy Minister of Justice who went
into a prison drunk and threatened prisoners just because
he could! That was the culture that existed and that is the
culture this Minister of Justice is trying to reform, trying
to change.

So, Sir, it is very clear that the Opposition has so far
and I am quite sure in the course of the day also will not
be able to establish any facts which support the Motion
they have brought forward. So, this is purely a rhetorical
exercise; this is not even about the system of justice, this
is not even about the plight of those inmates who had
been killed - yes, we acknowledge the prisoners live in
horrendous circumstances - and this is not about the lives
of the ten officers who lost their lives in the line of duty;
this is not about any of those. So, what is this? This is yet
another cheap effort by this Opposition to get some
attention, to get some media time and also, most
seriously, a part of a pushback against the very reforms
that this Government, along with these Ministries, is
undertaking because, if you notice, Sir, in the past several
weeks, the attacks on our Minister of Justice and National
Integration, our Minister of Public Security and
Parliamentary Affairs, the Head of the CIABOC, the
Chief Justice and all have been intensified. It is not a
coincidence. Why is it that our judicial, law enforcement,
anti-corruption and other institutional systems are being
attacked? That is because the Members of the Opposition
are trying to protect themselves and their friends, who are
being investigated and are going to be, very soon, charged
and held accountable for the things they did in the past.
That is why there is this organized, concerted attack on
the entire Judiciary and the people who are leading the
effort to free our country of corruption and establish trust
and confidence in the institutions tasked with delivering
justice to the citizens of this country.

So, Sir, that is the situation and I do not believe this
Opposition is capable of bringing in an argument strong
enough to support the Motion they have presented. And,
as a Government, we have full trust in our Colleague, the
Minister of Justice and National Integration. This is not
rhetoric, Sir, but he has demonstrated his integrity, his
commitment and his dedication to deliver on the

responsibility he has been tasked with. I am sure, at the
end of the day, that image, the image of this Government
and the respect we have for our mandate will only be
reinforced and reconfirmed. I thank the Opposition for
giving us the opportunity to do so.

Thank you very much.

@G (000ex3) Cr®BNEST a&DY 5 dnmo
(oressryfl@ (sweubSlwii) )T roBTSeT i dFdresrT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@S Bewdus G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?

@G (00Dexs) Cr®BNEST ¢&DY 50 Dm0

(orer @ (sweusbSlwit) G)TrobTHesT T FH6TT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, ®e@ point of Order ©z 906 Bewdw 83 (1) ww»
(2) »oes8. ©®® g¢ ®©ed previous point of Order &=
raise me¢, just to show that I am in Parliament and will
be sitting from 9 o’clock to 5 o’clock in the evening and
not to discriminate or give a bad impression on the judge
or the court proceedings. I respect the court. Again, I
raised this point of Order just to show that I am still
sitting here.

Thank you.

®S Bewdus D151

(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.

dedd® 30 oenpEd »0mE®O gHQod» G, ¢.wo.
1.000 2202 002 @&,

QBTG Ywiey Bl Blyssrni B, L.
LT B)VS GBI EIB)DmY.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.

1.00  wewfld gy

®S Bewdsns OD151EmR )

(oressryflg LWl surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Sajith Premadasa, Leader of the Opposition,
please.

[e.%0. 1.00]
©c; o8y oygdws Ovmo so8BOed
536D )

(wresryfl@ #edls LIBTwgTen - T8lTEaL & 1pHeveur)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam.
The Floor is yours for seven minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, it must be eight minutes.
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(oressryflg Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, we have been reducing time because
we started late.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Asitha Niroshana Egoda Vithana. You
have nine minutes.
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Next, the Hon. Namal Rajapaksa. You have seven
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Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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It is a known fact that the retirement age of the workforce is
getting extended the world over. In some countries, like the USA,
there is no age limit for senior judges - the appointments are for life.
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It also states, I quote:

“In Britain, all judicial officers can hold office till the age of 75,
raised from 70 in 2022 to retain experienced judges.”
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It further states, I quote:

“In India, it is, however, 65. In jurisdictions like Canada,
Australia and Japan, it is either 70 or 75.”
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Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, I rise to a
point of Order.

®S Bewd®s 02 3w eswrsBSwe
(oressryfl @ G wdhsellsr Lrdls sallsreri ojeuiasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
@0 8.8. Doy ©5IE .

®S 8.8. D1 Dwmo

(woressrf@ 1g.6F. Frevas)

(The Hon. D.V. Chanaka)

®C; Bowrdess 0 ©w @sBn®ws, dDd Bewdo
92 wOor Beadmdl, B emwmon OBFOcws D&Y
8Eu8ws yn 38. 98 92 (8) ooy 0®e wewsy Dxda:

“©o8m BIBEDD CBWI T WD OB wedacedd
CWVECE) EBNEIPW YIS @) ....”0

g »O8 00 50OE Gksts O BAn® VBwed
DODWO ewd Bmeg. ®D eI OFIFOCewO
phone ©8m» 685 Sen® wBedsim Wi D,
0088w w0 Bewlss @O8n@ point of Order dmzs
adenn & MmOy od wdHhmOems DOmD. VIRSw®
erumoed 9uimy 00 Bewdss mcm wwr wvIsBnSa
D800 DeoROW Bedmds Standing Orders amd m»Own
WO, OFOCewn gcwe O ¢@imusdiewn 8Os
Boewlow B8 WO» om0 Fruwmed 83 Bewdss
DO 0w 0sBnBe & wew ¢das Bwdd osImd
D00, ©sIfOcw 988w me CEm VIR
Da8500053 9O WOBID Bus) O B BLHOD B

@0 Beadts m0%m 9o esninBnSa

(oressryfl @ & woselsr Lrdls sallarart ojeuiaesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)

D BE WKLY 0O 90 BB o vO®EB wewsy

neg.

©C BB, 9BE D00E dwmo
(omessTyifl@ &L SHrent] gresilev sul L g6v)
(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law)

298 8Seddes.
STUPBSITI .
rose.



1411 2026 &8 24 1412

@0 Bewdss 0% 3w eswrsBnSwe
(oreryflg Guwsseallsr rds sallereri jauiasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
OO0 ¥BC OO0 Bewiss ¢ @Bn®o.

@G BB 13BE O00E Dwmo

(omevsrLLll@ FL_L S Temil FesfleL eul’ L gH6v)

(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law)

®©0 Bewdss m0m 0w 0winBndndl, e@n®s3= "OF
D" Bws) DODHG HOECON 00HDCTmD DO
50, OO B 05Im JOOBT 5NOE GrsuSe OB nieda,
0@ r1edd i FDwG.

0 Berdss 0% 8w eswisBnSa

(omevr i@ Gusseaflsr Urds sallFmeri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
©C; Bewdess @@Bn®r, mDD @dwst mOsI5).

@G BBeg 1BE O00E Dwmo

(omevsrL i@ FL_L S remil Fesfled eul’ L gHev)

(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law)

©0T OEn®, VwemEecd »O8 ©F »isien.
e¥oi@n? BwemEecd O m&D0- [@is H58]

®0 Bewdss 0% 3w eswrsBSwe

(oreryllg @ whsellsr Lrdls sallsreri oeuidesr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)

& mdens O DO eznw Gni. e®ime, ©®
©DEIGD THE® eENIBT® DIHD).

@0 693 HBO OFTEN®r. VDRSO Drnd 8 wEws
Cedmd.

[e.20. 2.10]

@G BBeg SHS HRO Swmo

(omevsr i@ FL L Grewdl roeris améib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Do ®H SHB® AR GLIBBRDIO B@CHD
05 & 00 DdDw W» ©wI¥mNd ¢ & Wmdevm,
o®enE WE 0O D Dsrsewksy, DIdensy, D@
OV WO WE BB BHBE 12 OEBO @dern Beamn.
153 903w ¢ ARD BDicw DD 0® Bdicw sEDEmBG
OO @) BB ¢80 esemm. dBYHDIBTed
BH® 000 Dwed B@D OB WOBTH Beds) HYOOBND ¢y
8880 Wm0 WO ©O5Y gdensy Bedmdr. ed®enx »E
Em 8¢ oot oy & gnond, J 928000 80 e®ewinm
080 god 0o ¥BE DOOE Bowdds @B ¢ gw
830000m edt)ed o OYF0cews » mE, gl §
Con BB wo00ed  wpsBn® B8EacD. dn®0 dwoe
edvedisamen »er. J Bon® 00 & wnrsBnn®id OmOB
OO oo, "e®en® BIRwew o Bem. VIR
08 0g®cn ¥O EDEI INDevsY O OB YWD MO®
DO gedBemnioe g, & ¢ »O8 owd-aBdep
BB wo0®ed dEden medE Bedsies! HuE D0
28Be0xIned edwmiedivmwu mer. RIS e®imule
Bostess?" By 00 dn®easy ¢ndr. On® BOD, &
D0ND wdylmoewns’ yhWeds momd BuEs. yBFeds

®E DO 050edB On® gBewdn mEo, "W,
& O8I0 ©3, wadfed 9riey ememO W3 w6
a8 & »d BesIny" Bwee. & Bwe O0ywcdE
G001 AW WD BwWH DO D& e@mBsT d€wWd #8E o
I Bestm. On® OImemd 8 ©D08 On®ed
REB1NO@ 00medsy. ¢ Sod 0520608, d¢ s05TE Bhw
D BBO @cg OB »© MCHmLmED BB 900w 3
&83w@o.

VIO BB Bwrnddd BEICD 0%cd® ¢uImrdo
B, Be 0y H0@wes’ ggR-dd §0ens eBNeWRS
88ed BBwid »odd BB Bwrnddd ©Bn® JVP om
00000 920ur 0dD Bwr 9@ geR OO GoeEOD
DR 350 BBOW @50edE, © @@ & 8D god B
3000 2085 Yo 08 DB WEr. BB W DI
©5»ed8, IO BIdw dorymE & DEsmre gviBed syw:.
&581@ 81@ 2@69 ﬁ%@@ﬁ 8(51(’{@@ Q(bﬂp
BINsTed & aBnw ¢@nm ®OC »D OB, el
0 BnS BB B0 DEH®  @Ceds B8EICO
Bodsewssi® 0® Jed gilBe s8e¢Be® Bwd®wd dedd
00 Hwd BEAcOB mD mivter’. & Bw » Bslg
BE 0B BrIe, DE 008 ©enm Bri @@ WOHO
B, "omerlc vsiesy, OGeE emE" Died o Bwdsy
ecden 538 00 DO BwesTesy DD emET® IO
oI5

€350®O®wO

2ol @9BE D00 OB ©® BmND BInd.
RIS PN WOe BBK wov®ed @ dmews edsIn
B, & BB wo0®ed By® ARD. JomsT 85038800
e B Buo Bedmdl. & dfemd® mden BwEo, @®
Oed 8 ovwmeg ger Bem O 88D Baco
Beamds. | must very clearly state here that the Colombo
High Court Lawyers’ Association has sent a detailed letter,
warning the President not to engage with this unnecessary,
opportunistic attempt to extend the retirement age of the
judges. I was not to talk about that; I was going to talk about
our dear Justice Minister’s issue today. I call him "dear"
Justice Minister not for anything else, but because he indeed
is a dear Minister. But, I feel very sorry for him.
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S0, ®® 0® mMdy RBezxtm . If we take
extending the retirement age of the judges, this is not the first
time governments had attempted that. Every government, for
their own purpose, wanted to extend the retirement age of
Chief Justices. Even when I was Minister of Justice, a
particular individual - I do not want to mention names -
approached me and said, "This should be done. Why do you
not speak to the President?" But, President Mahinda
Rajapaksa himself said, "dgd, J» »® q8x¥m w0, I
®0edB" B BB DadBed gutm dnE® ¢ Omo
e®m 0108 DRH, a8 econme @gnd Bem Om. dn®0
BGEAD ¢t evvewms eddE Bw Bwr wmdl. dm edn
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emnerwedd @ ydmew Ved @ oxtm wxIm S,
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BN HDImE WOBID WOGD WO®D. Bl Ve
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You must read the statement by the Colombo High Court
Lawyers’ Association. Very clearly, e®@m» emwewms ode
@O GHHPO OvOEND 08 Bwe® S B ©w
309 VOO FHOS WS @B Oy © Dwed BS®
8D cmwlc meg @rer, o@emsl 0@y dEHO¢
osiery Bwsey @Oy Bosoymc codwlwd B88de¢
gers® amd 90® 19880 B Beam .

They refer to the legitimate expectation issue of the other
junior judges. If you do this, all the other lawyers waiting
with the expectation to go up to the Court of Appeal or to
the Supreme Court would be denied that. That is why the
judges' associations are now protesting. This should never
be done in this ad hoc fashion. If you bring it as an
amendment to take effect after five years or something
like that, that does not matter. But, now what you are
trying to do is to reward the Chief Justice.

Another bad practice, which even this Government
followed and this President followed, is to appoint former
Chief Justices as Permanent Representatives to the UN in
New York. Former Chief Justices were appointed like
that. Former Chief Justice Mohan Peiris was appointed to
that post by the previous President. So, rewarding Chief
Justices after their retirement is a bad practice ant that
should also be resisted.

I would finally say that, in fact, you all have sought to
defame the President of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka.
It is a very serious issue. If at all you want to say that,
come and say it outside so that he could take some action
against you for defamation.
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(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala - Minister of Public Security

and Parliamentary Affairs)
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Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, I would also
like to comment on one other matter raised in this House
today about the independence of the Judiciary. That was
raised by several Members of the Opposition, especially
by the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. I would like to comment on it
because it is being misinterpreted. What is the
independence of the Judiciary has to be understood before
we comment on it or politicize it.

What is the independence of the Judiciary and why do
we want it? The independence of the Judiciary is rooted
in the principle of separation of powers. Separation of
powers means, there are three organs of government
under the Constitution of Sri Lanka: the Executive, the
Legislature - the Parliament - and the Judiciary. How do
these institutions or these organs of government get their
power? That is specifically and explicitly set out in the
Constitution under Articles 4(a), 4(b) and 4(c). According
to Article 4 of the Constitution, the sovereignty of the
people shall be exercised and enjoyed in the following
manner: the legislative power by Parliament, the
Executive Power by the President and the judicial power
of the people - we have to remember that judicial power is
not the power of the judges or the lawyers, but of the
people - by Parliament through courts, tribunals and
institutions established by the Constitution. The policy-
making power relating to the Judiciary is vested in
Parliament. It is not vested in the High Court Judges’
Association or in the Bar Association. They do a
commendable job in everything and I am not saying that
the Bar Association is bad or anything like that, but there
is a limit to what they can do or comment on regarding
the independence of the Judiciary and how the Judiciary
should function. So, the policy-making power relating to
the Judiciary is vested in Parliament. We should never
forget that because that is related to the Sovereign Power
of the people.

And, Madam, this particular allegation that we are
compromising the independence of the Judiciary is
baseless. Since we came into power, we have appointed
several Chief Justices based only on superiority. You can
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check on that; any Member of Parliament can check on
that. We have not appointed any outsiders to the
Judiciary, to the Court of Appeal or to the Supreme
Court. We have only promoted judges who are in the
Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court to the positions
of Chairman of the Court of Appeal and Chief Justice.
So, we have not interfered with the Judiciary at any point.
However, we should remember, under every President
before President Anura Kumara Dissanayake, there have
been such appointments made, especially to the Chief
Justice position. Especially to the position of Chief
Justice, every single President had appointed outsiders.
That is the practice of interfering with the Judiciary. You
all appointed your loyalists and people you preferred to
the Judiciary, but we have not done that. All of these
judges who are purported to get extension of retirement
age are currently in the Judiciary. They are in the
Magistrate’s Court, the District Court, the High Court,
the Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court. We are not
making fresh appointments to those positions, except for
the recruitment process that has been going on as
Magistrates. Therefore, this allegation that we are making
interference with the judicial power is baseless.

We also have to remember that there had been
particular incidents in the history. The first woman Chief
Justice of this country, who is a prominent professor and
a prestigious academic, before appointed to the Supreme
Court, was impeached on the findings of a Parliamentary
Select Committee. That is an interference, baselessly so.
But, policy-making relating to the Judiciary, whether it
on salaries, the retirement age, the number of courts or
other legislation connected to the Judiciary, is the right of
Parliament; that is the right of the people.

®C Bends 0% 39 eSS
(revrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdls sallFrari ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
@O0 OIERBwB, Bw®n moEw ¢dwsy,

oG BB CHDHE 0fODsTe e®emdae

(oressryfl@ L Sgrent (Qesvall) suswred Canwsbdr)
(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)
Just give me 30 seconds, Madam.

It is true that lawyers and judges work in courthouses
and it is deeply connected to our careers, but careerism is
not the only approach we should take when it comes to
justice because justice belongs to the people. Courts are
made for the people; justice is practised for the people
and the purpose of the Judiciary, the courthouses, is to
deliver justice to people as expeditiously as possible.
That is the intension of any law-making or any policy
change that the Government is going make in the future.

Thank you, Madam, for giving me time.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0 O3B0, DIn®ed point of Order O e@imuie?

@G (000¢1) Cr®BNEET ¢8DY 5 Bvmo

(orerfl@ (sweudglwui) E)TmioprEer o)idgerT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Sir, in terms of Standing Order No. 10 (4) of the
Parliament of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka, I wish to inform that I received the letter to say
that I have attended Parliament, only now, at 4.38 p.m. I
raise it just to inform the Chair that I am still here in
Parliament. Thank you.

®C e300 OB

(omevsTL 0@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6lT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Hon. Prime Minister, you made a good speech. We
felt like we were in one of your lectures, Madam, and you
did it really nicely. You said that your Government did
not have enough time to do all the law reforms. Yes, it
takes time, Hon. Prime Minister. We, as lawyers, know
that it takes time. But, it has been two years now. Your
Government did not have time to do reforms relating to
prisons. But, did you not have time to do reforms relating
to all other things like to bring in the Presidents’
Entitlements (Repeal) Bill? You took it up in haste, did
you not? And, also to bring in the Parliamentary Pension
(Repeal) Bill and the Local Authorities Elections Bill. So,
you had enough and more time to do all that. You
brought in and got them passed very quickly, did you
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(At this stage, the Voting commenced.)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi)
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(The Hon. Naina Thambi Marrikkar Mohamed Thahir)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi)
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(The Hon. Dewananda Suraweera)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 odbimsle ©odd OEROA,
@wdeE5000 el ¢, 8GR ¢?

RIR® O

@G @dDamwIe 19o8S Bwmo

(oressryfl g Capouranhs srafr)

(The Hon. Dewananda Suraweera)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. M.S. Abthul Wazeeth)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Speaker)

85w Yr WE OO OTEROTIE WO oS sy
OB,

Bx¥cs gmoa BBOO xR § edms od Os5IFO
@uIm0e?

RBedn) @250 B 208 cvemrsIes’.

B57e e BBe® mEe ¢zY ¢dwom&.

SoY¢cs Gemoa H8e@sY eggd -
U )% (HLILIsIT Lil6dT -
On conclusion of the Voting -
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(At this stage, the following names appeared on the digital screen
in the Chamber.)

Seyay ey SOBO ¢pnd swm quledrm s8¢ - sxled 335

8o 151, 968 85 0 w2)0dsY 0d¢oede.
Blvsalreflws) — aurses@iy — apammsislamsis
G551 Frivrs 33; ssglrres 151; allvslulmsCsri 0.
According to Electronic Voting, Parliament divided: Ayes 33; Noes
151; Abstain 0.
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G 001.
G 002.
G 005.
G 006.
G 007.
G 009.
G 010.
GOll1.
G012.
G 013.
G 014.
G 015.
G 016.
GO017.
G 018.
G 019.
G 020.
G 021.
G 022.
G 023.
G 024.
G 025.
G 026.
G 027.
G 028.
G 029.
G 030.
G 031.
G 032.
G 033.
G 034.
G 035.
G 036.
G 037.
G 038.
G 039.
G 041.
G 042.
G 043.
G 044.
G 045.
G 046.
G 047.
G 048.
G 049.
G 050.
G O051.
G 052.
G 053.
G 054.
G 055.
G 056.
G 057.
G 058.
G 060.
G 061.
G 062.
G 063.
G 064.
G 065.
G 066.
G 067.
G 068.
G 069.
G 070.

K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna
Sunil Handunnetti
Nalinda Jayatissa

Bimal Rathnayake

Harini Amarasuriya
Ramalingam Chandrasekar
Wasantha Samarasinghe
A.H.M.H. Abayarathna
Chrishantha Abeysena
Anil Jayantha

Harshana Nanayakkara
Dammika Patabendi
Saroja Savithri Paulraj
Ananda Wijepala
Hiniduma Sunil Senevi
Sunil Kumara Gamage
Susil Ranasinghe

Rizvie Salih

Anura Karunathilaka
Upali Pannilage

Kumara Jayakody

Nihal Galappaththi

Nihal Abeysinghe

Namal Karunaratne
Wasantha Piyathissa
Gamagedara Dissanayake
R.M. Jayawardhana
Sunil Watagala

Rathna Gamage

Mahinda Jayasinghe
Chathuranga Abeysinghe
Eranga Gunasekara
Upali Samarasingha

T.B. Sarath

Nalin Hewage

Prasanna Gunasena
Hemali Weerasekara
Sundaralingam Pradeep
Ruwan Ranasinghe
Muneer Mulaffer
Hansaka Wijemuni
Eranga Weeraratne
Namal Sudarshana

P. Ruwan Senarath
Madhura Senevirathna
Arun Hemachandra
Janitha Ruwan Kodithuwakku
Aruna Jayasekera

Sugath Thilakaratne
Kaushalya Ariyarathne
Arkam Ilyas

Aravinda Senarath
Dinindu Saman
Nishantha Jayaweera
Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi
Gayan Janaka

Najith Indika

Lakmali Hemachandra
Samanmali Gunasingha
R.M. Gamini Rathnayake
Manjula Suraweera Arachchi
K. Ilankumaran

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

Shantha Pathma Kumara Subasingha No

Ajith Agalakada
Sagarika Athauda

No
No

208Ee®xInd

G O071.
G 072.
G 073.
G 074.
G 075.
G 076.
G 077.
G 078.
G 079.
G 080.
G 081.
G 082.
G 083.
G 084.
G 085.
G 086.
G 087.
G 088.
G 089.
G 090.
G 091.
G 092.
G 093.
G 094.
G 095.
G 096.
G 097.
G 098.
G 099.
G 100.
G 101.
G 102.
G 103.
G 104.
G 105.
G 106.
G 107.
G 108.
G 109.
G 110.
G 111.
G112.
G 113.
G 114.
G 115.
G 116.
0O 005.
0O 006.
0 007.
0 008.
OO011.
0014.
O 016.
0017.
0 021.
0 023.
0 024.
0 027.
0 028.
0 029.
0 030.
0O 031.
0 032.
0 033.
0 034.

Roshan Akmeemana

U. P. Abeywickrama

L.M. Abeywickrama
M.K.M. Aslam

Asitha Niroshana Egoda Vithana
Oshani Umanga

Krishnan Kalaichelvi

Upul Kithsiri

Wasantha Pushpa Kumara
Chaminda Lalith Kumara
Sarath Kumara

Nilanthi Kottahachchi
M.A.C.S. Chathuri Gangani
Darmapriya Wijesinghe
Thilanka U. Gamage
Nilusha Lakmali Gamage
Ajantha Gammeddage

Ajith Gihan

Jagath Gunawardana
Aboobucker Athambawa
Ruwanthilaka Jayakody
Thushari Jayasingha

T.K. Jayasundara
Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran
Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy
Sellaththamby Thilaganathan
Sugath Wasantha de Silva
Anushka Thilakarathne
Chandana Thennakoon
Thanura Dissanayake
Dharmapriya Dissanayake
Sujeewa Dissanayake
Kanthasamy Prabu

Susantha Kumara Nawarathna
Sena Nanayakkara

Aruna Panagoda

Nimal Palihena

Nishantha Perera

Stepni Fernando

Susantha Dodawatta

Lal Premanath

Nanda Bandara

Padmasiri Bandara

Ravindra Bandara

Sudath Balagalla

Sri Bavanandarajah

Rauff Hakeem

R.M.Ranjith Madduma Bandara
Gayantha Karunathilleka
Sajith Premadasa

Namal Rajapaksha

G.G. Ponnambalam
Ramanathan Archchuna
M.A.M. Thahir

Dayasiri Jayasekara

Ajith P. Perera

Sujeewa Senasinghe

J. C. Alawathuwala

Nalin Bandara Jayamaha
Hector Appuhamy

Hesha Withanage

Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana
Sujith Sanjaya Perera

S.M. Marikkar

Imran Maharoof

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
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0 035.
0O 036.
0 041.
0 042.
0O 043.
O 046.
0O 048.
0 050.
O 051.
0 052.
0O 055.
0 057.
0 062.
0 063.
0O 065.
0 066.
0 067.
0O 068.
0O 069.
0 070.
0 071.
0 072.
O 081.
0O 082.
0O 083.
0 084.
0O 085.
0O 086.
0 087.
O 088.
0O 089.
0 090.
0 091.
0 092.
0 093.
0 094.
0 095.
0 096.
0 097.
0 099.
0O 100.
O 101.
0 103.
0 104.
O 106.
0 107.
O 108.
0O 109.
0O 110.
O 111.
O 112.
O 113.
O 114.
O 115.

Harshana Rajakaruna
Rohini Kumari Wijerathna
Chaminda Wijesiri
Mujibur Rahman
Waruna Liyanage
W.H.M. Dharmasena
B. Ariyawansha
Chathura Galappaththi
Chithral Fernando
Amila Prasad

D.V. Chanaka

M.S. Uthumalebbe
Jagath Vithana

Nizam Kariapper

E. M. Basnayaka
Wijesiri Basnayake

S. Sandaruwan Madarasinghe
Prageeth Madhuranga
Jagath Manuwarna
Ruwan Mapalagama
Nandana Millagala
Riyas Farook

Danushka Ranganath
Sanjeewa Ranasingha
Sunil Rathnasiri
Manjula Sugath Rathnayaka
A.M.M.M. Rathwaththe
Manoj Rajapaksha
Sunil Rajapaksha
Hasara Liyanage
Deepthi Wasalage
Kanchana Welipitiya

R. G. Wijerathna
Nishantha Samaraweera
Priyantha Wijerathna
Ruwan Wijeweera
Lasith Bhashana Gamage
Hiruni Wijesinghe
Athula Welandagoda
Thilina Samarakoon
Ambika Samivel
Dewananda Suraweera
G.D. Sooriyabandara
Kitnan Selvaraj
Chandima Hettiaratchi
Champika Hettiarachchi
Dinesh Hemantha
Geetha Herath

Bhagya Sri Herath
Muhammad Faizal
Ashoka Gunasena
Nandana Pathmakumara
Sunil Biyanwila
Samantha Ranasingha

Electronic Voting Results:

Participants:

Present 184
Votes:

Yes 33
No 151
Abstain 0

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.16 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 04th August, 2026.

yEHOEO Bdm 8Endt
QIlTT &S EHd & 6T(LPSHSHICLPsV alewL_d6iT
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

BgBw 3eD10® 3w yfe AR 8dRB ed s
BBO: §RAD, ®xI5300 ww DB D L™
WleTHewL_ LHMID @M eug)FsHSldh
&L L ewLOLIL|BEN6T BHlIMIYSH6V: (LPsVUeH UGS 61, LOGSTSITT T
LHMID sueyesiwm el L BigheT
POWER OUTAGES AND INSTALLATION OF SOLAR POWER

SYSTEMS: MULLAITIVU, MANNAR AND VAVUNIYA
DISTRICTS

2082/2026

1. ©6; nEEeddis 68653 DHmo
(oressrfl@ giewrrTeT rallsreir)
(The Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran)
DB ¢@rm1n@iensy gy yame - (1):

(@) GcBD, O5Im0® wy gRwD SLhsmoc 2026

d8sed g & 05 ne -
(i) %m0 § BB IO SO w0 Dy edsy
DRewsY eI end;
(i) o o B¢ eSO 0B wmoE BOW
OIS,

(i) & eewo A 0¥y »OeE;
@535 On®o wewsy WO enIC?



1493

208Ee®xInd

[0 Bmeectit 685 @wmn)

(g0)

B, O5IHNCO w5y DYB D ST B HOE -

)

(if)

(ii)

@iv)

v

(vi)

08s AECRTA 8RB B WS B Boaes
8000 YPedGBu oCHO® emDwe gud
005y 00s5] Dnewsy mOedc;

09 8dRB dwmw BBO wewr ecm) CAD
850200, Tocs e3% B30 BIEO WO,

2026 D&vedl gmdsmrBle AR Widnw
go8dms BELO Hwd@m @mOm CID
OB 65 05T WS @B Y1 YBBHID
OIBOenE;

BB wye® gaedt)md 330 ewnednsy
g, W ESTH w5 8BS
BednwsiO OGED & AEH:® neudd; S
Bedc;

BB 0@ C OB e )

$¢0® o8 BYE eOn ©¢r) CIBY WBHBNRS
owd D10V WO,

O® DRwOwsY wlen ©vyde des 05 ne
g8 A @B sHE @D 05 0Dy
DRewsT EmIBOEHC;

@B O @O w®odd ¢ esie?
() ozvdeEs® Jexsie?

UNIFHSB] HewFFNTS CH L ailesr:

(=1

(<=4)

pveveviFa),
wreu’ L siseflsy 20269410

LDG3TEBT T

LHmID eueyeuflm
oyewrger  ppsv 05

LTS mBIG6N6D -

@

(ii)

(iif)

ugleural 06T L HiBeVB6TI6IT  6TevdTENTIGEM %
QeusuGoumTd: WG] 6TEITLIEHSULD;

6uGleur(m LT HL_BIGVID Blevalls HTeveusH T
WEWM WITE] 6T6OTLIENSU|LD;

@) BN TEOT & TTETHBISET WTEN6EU 6T6ITLIEN S U|LD;

Ui @)dFFewLid@ mlalliimyr?

(PSS 6, LOGBTEBTITIT LoHmLD eueyssflm
wreul L Biserlsd -
() oo uFssls slLemwiiy QurEmssLl

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

uIpBISLILI(HILD

sTmLL_(DsiTer

ul_(herer  ef(Hseflear  erevsrenflsamns

Qewevs

UrGses

surfwmrss wirg)

QeusuGoumras

STEITLIEN S IL|LD;

S L_emiolienL

Bgujgai,

QUTEHSSINMSHE

&HL_63T LoMHMILD

GumhLig

oarg@alllilg Gsrens GCeTLiLTeT alluysissT

WITEM6) 6TEITLIGNSU|LD;

202690 oyeiTiged LSILLNGESSES UIFSBILI

vweTur w2 GallIusN@  HeOL (PsHDLI

uBSSLILGESTD  BlHPFASHI L BIS6T HMID

@Bh&TH @EHIGHILL(HeTer  Blg GgmL_Limest

aNLITBIS6T WTemeu 6TEITLIEN S 1U|LD;

QarLirdflwrer WeralBCuwrssdgids@ ehU®BLD

SHLBISESET  STTENTIONS  &Hevedl, FAm  was

Qs Tiflsv LHmID aflouFrigbgiemmd @
WL INTRE ) gl cin’

(H6ITETEITEUT 6TEITLIEN S U|LD;

V)

(vi)

1494

et  @)emewtiiysewerts GLHMISCSTsTaUS DS
GWDHS UBHLTETLELDID  GHEDUBISEHSEE
QUPBISLILIHLD 2 56|506HTenS EEYEVEVE S|
BBPFASH L Bisst upplw ellugbigser wreneu
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;

Gupuig BlspFASHN L Biseflerd ) SL_h Wb
Y eThlsarls) Liwesten_Hglsirer @BLbLsbigers
sTeTensfldends GleusuGeumTas WITG| 6TEHTLIENSILD;

Ui @)dFFewLd@ SMlalliiuryr?

@)

@M, ereiT?

asked the Minister of Energy:

@ Wil

he state in respect of Mullaitivu, Mannar and

Vavuniya Districts and during the first five
months 0f 2026 -

@
(i)

(iif)
(b) Wil

the number of power outages reported,
separately in each district;

the period for which each power outage
lasted; and

the reasons for the said power outages?

he inform this House in respect of

Mullaitivu, Mannar and Vavuniya Districts -

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

the number of houses in which solar power
systems have been installed, separately by
Divisional Secretary's Division;

the subsidies, loans and incentives
provided for the installation of such
systems;

the programmes to be implemented in
2026 to promote the use of renewable
energy, and the financial allocation made
for those programmes;

whether an assessment has been conducted
on the impact exerted on the education,
small industries and agricultural sectors due
to the breakdown in the continuity of
electricity supply;

the subsidies or schemes available to low-
income families for obtaining electricity
connections; and

the number of families who have benefited
under those schemes during the last five
years, separately?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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The number of power outages reported
during the first five months of 2026 in
Mullaitivu, Mannar and Vavuniya Districts
is presented in Column 3 of Table 1.

Table 1: Details of power outages

2 3 4 5

District

ECSC

No. of | Period
power (in
outages | minutes)

Reasons

Mullaitivu

Mankulam [112

Adverse weather
condition and tree
fallen on lines.

2. Due to animals and
birds.

10,509 1.

Mullaitivu

Mullaitivu |114

Adverse weather
condition and tree
fallen on lines.

2. Due to animals and
birds.

11,732 1.

Mannar

Madhu 92

6,619 1. A large geographical

area. Therefore, time

duration to access

those places is high.

2. Due to animals and
birds.

3. Conductor and insu-
lator damage due to
contamination causes
frequent breakdowns
during South-west
Monsoon.

Mannar

Mannar 262

Restoration immedi-
ately after the cyclone
made delay due to
difficult access.

2. Conductor and insu-
lator damage due to
contamination causes
frequent breakdowns
during South-west
Monsoon.

3. Street lamps were
installed by local
bodies without our
knowledge

4. Dueto ani-

mals and birds.

27,012 1.

Vavuniya

Vavuniya |185

29,017 1. Due to high wind
during end of May,
the breakdowns were
high.

2. Reconductoring work
of HV lines took part
for particular dura-
tion.




1501

208Ee®xInd

[061 a6 mSiemBEm @vma]

(b)

(i1)
(iii)
)

The duration of the power outages is given
in column 4 of Table 1.

The reasons for the power outages are given
in column 5 of Table 1.

Details are provided in Table 2 below.

Table 2: Number of houses with rooftop
solar systems

No. of Solar Rooftop

District Connections

ECSC

Mullaitivu

Mankulam

432

Mullaitivu

Mannar

Mannar

402

Mannar

Madhu

68

Vavuniya

Vavuniya

610

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

To promote installation of rooftop solar
systems, a concessional loan scheme was
implemented through commercial banks
with financial assistance from the Asian
Development Bank. Currently, public and
private banks have offered loan facilities for
installing solar systems. I do not observe
that this sector needs subsidies again. The
Department of Inland Revenue allows tax
reliefs for the first five years on income
earned from solar power generations from
rooftop solar panels.

This Ministry and the institutions operating
under this Ministry have planned
programmes to promote the use of
renewable energy in 2026 and are working
to mitigate the National Grid capacity
issues.

The following measures are being taken in
this regard:

1. Augmentation of grid substations and
establishment of new grid substations to
enhance the system capacity.

2. Initiation of procurements for the
installation of battery energy storage
projects.

3. Upgrade and establishment of new
electricity transmission lines.

4. Implement necessary measures to
maintain system stability.

The Ministry has taken note of the impact
on the education, small industries and
agricultural sectors due to the breakdown in
the continuity of electricity supply and
necessary actions are being taken to ensure
an uninterrupted electricity supply.

A loan programme to provide electricity
connections to low-income families was
jointly implemented with the then Ceylon
Electricity Board, the People’s Bank, the

(vi)

1502

Samurdhi Programme and this Ministry,
but was halted due to issues that arose with
loan recovery, and implementing such
programmes again is under consideration.

Not applicable.

((c) Notapplicable.
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(iv)

2026 &8 24
WlesteEmy  euFdh  PDEID  WeTETT  uss)
CapemeuliLiBFsSTD G0 TesT GlgulpLiLseflssr

6TeBsTENs 1d6m a5 LOMeUL L eumi i T&eLD;
(LPEVED VS 6, LOGSTESTITT LOMHMILD eueyssilwT sl
wreul L Bisefley WleTETT susglujsirar @LlgulmLiy
seflssr stavoramilsens LilrGss GFwevmsri LNifley
surfluwirage,ib;

GumbLig uFg)
SODSHID  Wetary sussl CapemeuliBHEsTmg)
wrer  Guuilmliyseflst stewTenfldens UlrGss
QFwevmeri Lifley surflwmgseid;

wreul_L_BIGefs)  LOeTaTT

QeausuGaupras wWTg| 6THTLMS IJjoui  @)FFewLIdbd,

opledliumyr?
(=) ()

(i)

sLbg 05 eupL srevgglenisit Gomiig (iii)G)sv
G@PIONLOul Qsitar  wreul L kiseflsy, LBlgTe
WlestEmy  eusgdl eupmisLiLL_(Hser @y ullpLiy
S61T163T 6T6v0T6T1dh6W 35,

Gumhuig wreul L kisafled Gmieh6Fiisld Cremeu
(SMS) epsurd  WlssTEFmyd S L ewrls LI 1g 16D
ugley
Qaiigeiter wHMID UFley CFinwmgerer Ller
LITQUED 63TWI TOT T H61163T 6T6v0T650T1dH6M )

SHemeErLl

QubHMI&6 s TETOUSM G LI

QeusuGoumra WTG 6TeTUMSBUID jeui (B)FFemLdE,
oPlafliiLimyr?

@) (@

(i)

202690 yemnigsd Gupuig  wreul L kigefley
augglsemear  CLIBSHIMBDETS
B L (Pe»DUILBSSILL BTN BB _L_HIgh6IT
wHMID  YBHOSeT  FIssLLL(HeTter Bl
TDHLIT(HSHET WITENEU 6TEHTLIENSU|LD;

LOGSTET T

Sjbwreul L miseflsd Srmidlw wHmd HegL L
UrGaanisenssrer  Wer  @)ementiiLdHenem
allfleyLBS SIS DTS BEOL (PswDLILIBSGSL
uBslssTm BISDFASSI L Biseir wTeme
STEITLIEN S IL|LD;

Sjeui Guognib @)FaemLid@ Plalliuryr?

@)1@mev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Energy:

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House, separately, the number

of houses -

(i) in Sri Lanka with access to electricity by
district;

(i) without access to electricity and requiring
electricity connections by district;

(iii)  with access to electricity in the Districts of
Mullaitivu, Mannar and Vavuniya, by
Divisional Secretary's Division; and

(iv) without access to electricity and requiring

electricity connections in those districts, by
Divisional Secretary's Division?

Will he also inform this House, separately, the
number of -

(M

houses provided with new electricity
connections during the past five years in the
districts referred to in (a)(iii) above; and

©
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(if) electricity consumers in those districts who

have registered and who have not
registered to receive electricity bills via the
Short Message Service (SMS)?

Will he further inform this House the -
(i) projects implemented in 2026 to improve

electricity services in those districts, and the
financial allocation made for those projects;
and

(i) programmes being implemented to expand

electricity connections in the rural and
remote areas of those districts?

(d) Ifnot, why?

@G @70 WO TIBREH Owm (D ey 85E @Oy
@D g@ims 8 RRBA gLimun®)

(oreTyll@ ST HHMTTHVES - HIEWDUPHBIGET LOHMILD
Aallev aflorer CFemeussr HeMLFFHLD UNIFSSP) M LOFFHLD)
(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Ports and
Civil Aviation and Minister of Energy)
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DB CGD 120,832
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gmcE® 100,585
@D5ImEYD 81,302
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(i) snCuremgw mleveurtig, 110,582 misiGeuri

GMIEHOFIS] ellliysEndsTS Lgley
Qeiigerenesri. @& eueyesflwm  LGHlullesr
Qwrss BHISTCuTT  euemremeurs  96%
D&LD.
@bs WWFASTELY 2 66T BIMICUSSTBISET,
SBIGHTH CFThS BlSlewwls LWSTLUBSS), I bS
LomeuL’ L Big6rfey LOlesTETT Gremeusemer
Cubu@sgusnasrer Wergry Gsemeu Goib
url % L Bisenerd GFwhLBlSILD.

(i) obs wreul L kisefledr  &SrrTwlyn  wHDID
Qaremevgrrtl uGHlsafled WeTETy (F)ewentL
ysewer aillfleu@sgid S L biger (@)eususniod
Fm60 CFWHUBSSILL B euhFlesTDe6wT.

CUTBSSLDDS-

(i) Please refer to Table 1 below:
Table 1: Number of domestic consumers in
our EDL company as at 31" December,
2025

Province Area Domestic

CP1 Dambulla 67,475

Galagedara 64,202

Kandy City 37,756

Katugastota 62,008

Kundasale 119,729

Matale 82,707

CP2 Ginigathhena 72,479

Hanguranketha 58,702

Kegalle 92,466

Mawanella 60,589

Nawalapitiya 78,835

Nuwara Eliya 74,117

Peradeniya 91,139

Colombo City Colombo East 40,782

Colombo North 51,248

Colombo South 44,879

Colombo West 17,458

1510

Province Area Domestic
Eastern Ampara 150,916
Batticaloa 103,749

Kalmunai 91,087

Trincomalee 130,176

Valaichchenai 73,946

NCP Anuradhapura 179,214
Kekirawa 120,832

Minneriya 134,713

NWP 1 Chilaw 94,975
Kuliyapitiya 89,430

Puttalama 100,585

‘Wennappuwa 81,302

NwWP2 Kurunegala 142,265
Mahawa 102,650

Narammala 87,497

Wariyapola 89,951

NP Jaffna 131,213
Jaffna East 56,354

Kilinochchi 79,426

Vavuniya 92,774

Sabaragamuwa Embilipitiya 95,026
Eheliyagoda 83,748

Kahawatta 105,210

Ratnapura 82,181

Ruwanwella 98,962

SP 1 Akuressa 120,513
Ambalangoda 84,107

Baddegama 78,008

Galle 112,702

SP 2 Hambantota 94,697
Matara 135,117

Tangalle 116,606

Uva Badulla 83,110
Diyatalawa 120,195

Mahiyanganaya 58,501

Monaragala 71,050

Wellawaya 57,292

WPN Divulapitiya 69,391
Gampaha 82,321

Ja Ela 93,489

Kelaniya 108,772

Kirindiwela 52,918

Negombo 104,123

Veyangoda 95,971
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(b)

©

(d)

2026 48 24 1512
Province Area Domestic ""25cs @56" D180 Bedmo
WPS 1 Dehiwala 48,981 "ow @&r" Blepsfssl L b allugid
“JAYA ISURA” PROGRAMME: DETAILS
Kalutara 64,962
2117/2026
Matugama 65,961 3. ©6; 68 WS ERIZNEH Wm0
Ratmalana 93,526 (omessrLyLll@ Tall &HewTTHTILdS)
WPS 3 Avissawella 79249 (The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
, ®OBOBIDY 0 #ESD wDENDY @@ HBre®
8eE, »Owd®eng 88 D8 a® &0z
Bandaragama 55,544 &g ydme - (2):
Homagama 97319 (a) (i) "So oud" DRWOYD §d®wed 8O Ow
wOer am®nm WO G €ww YRrgaw Y OO
Horana 89,314 GOC GO O353HO eme®end;
Sri Jayeward- 94,109 (i) 4% - 5% D0 B w5 B 0@ ©wsNceE
enepura .
ens Bedc;
Total 6,142,601 (i) S0 8, 6O D @EOPesS GBEBS tod30
(i) As of now, the percentage of electrified &2 2@. ORwdnn o8zt caen yicw
households is close to 100 per cent. Due to . BOOCE
frequent new electricity  connection (iv) ©® D @EOYHO wYd OB Dodeds Bew, OO
requests, achieving the 100 per cent target is ORHOVDO  gWMEO WOER 0,
impracticable. 2®5000ewsY 8HE 0B DL CRICOD)
(iii)  Please refer to Table 2 below: BedG
) (V) oOond Do Dom WS W ©OY €W
T abliIZ: Number of domestic consumers as OB E® wwrNds e tem®
at 31" December, 2025 can Bajeaic;
(Vi) OoEnd, RDBIO OO wHrNdw ERE Bedd;
Provi A D ti ..
rovinee rea omestie (Vi) ORwOwes’ ed@e wy gedR8n §BEBsT
NP Jatfna 131,213 8853 e o g8 and ® Se®mds
Taffna East 56354 BEAGD qplonis;
_ _ @I O EOY e eI sIE?
Kilinochchi 79,426 .
(@) (1) 2019 gedc wn 052D @8 and WEB BE
Vavuniya 92,774 @8 DO W gOBBY EPR Bede;
(i) oedm»d, OO e BsT 63091500 e OSBNW
(iv)  Electricity connections have been provided OmOERS;
to almost every household that requqsted. In (il) Bowds Focsiecrd (csedolm) ©@WS
the event of new requests, connections are 8858 928ud W ¢ awc®sed 5B
provided accordingly. pEEe w» guen S Bed O, e
(i) Please refer to Table 3 below: B A ©20ER0 euln ey

Table 3: Number of new domestic
connections provided during the past five
years.

Area 2021 2022 2023 | 2024 2025
Vavuniya | 3,296 | 1,998 989 1,104 547
(i) As of now, 110,582 consumers have

(if)

registered for SMS notifications. This
represents approximately 96 per cent of the
total consumers in the Vavuniya area.

The institutions under this Ministry will
implement electricity service enhancements
to improve electricity services in those
districts, utilizing their own funds.

Programmes to  expand electricity
connections in the rural and remote areas of
those districts are being executed by this
Ministry.

Not applicable.

@5IB D@ 0OV wwdd ¢IOsIeBIE?
(@) ovndels®,d ©nve?

Bigl, Sl wohmid CQurmertsry  Ulalmss)
ewFFenrd CHL L allewrT:
@) O ‘g Qs BlospFASII 11D
g rivvilssiu’ L gedlmpbai BT LD
YYBISHISBILL L SHL6HTSH6TI6IT  6TesoT6w11d6m 5

LwHMIb Qrdsl QUMILLS) WTE) 6TTLIEN HuLd;

i)  4%-5% FeYIEW I aulig Loresfluild
QFISGSLILIL_(HETETST 6T6HTLIEDSW|LD;

(i) eusurmmuilstr, @Bbs  BlspIHSIN L SHlesr
o615 BETEMLD CumHMI&6)s TevoTt_
vwesrreflgeaflest 6T6BITG 156 % LoHmILD

TBEOTEMLOBHET UITEM6M 6TEITLISHSU|LD;
(iv) uBIGUDMIFSTD  uUTSSHS
BlEPFASH L _SgiL_esr

QFwmHu’ L_ssteur

UBIBHET  @)bS
@) ewThIdSF
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD,
emwsAsdBmHg  Qupiiu_Geusirigw o flu
oy wreflugamslt  6uHmIs6lsTeaisTL evTeuT

6TEITLIENS U |LD;
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[©6; 68 mSremisnnm Owmo]

(V) omerw  aiGsHs UBISSST 2oL TH  HLOF
SLeTHMOTE  CFISS  (P4d5S SHLeTTellssT
QBTLihaIb @)hs wresflusemsls ClupusDHGHS

SemEHew Lo jen L Guimymiis B\ BHBSTITHETIT
GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

(vi)  ojeusurTmmuilesr, S QuPBISLILL L ST
GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

Vi) @bs  HepifsAlLsder  epPsGser
HEHEHGHLD, B)evds emeudHLILIL L
LiwesTreflgem sy QupmsEsTsiTariiL L
[H63TEM LD (61 5 (& LD @ewL_Guw TCHeMIID
Coupur@ser  @)Hliuens  Sjeui  Mleuryr
GTEITLIEN S IL|LD;

Sjeui @) dFFewLid@ mlalliiumyr?

(=) () 2019 eufllyed wHYID BeudDLIT LTSBIHEHES
@ewL il L sTeliL@GSlulley  Fbud  eumis)
DT T%  HBISHTIBIGET  GUPBIGLILIL L 6sTeuT
STEOTLIEN S IU|LD;
(i)  oeusurmrullstt, QeunHMleT eTeRTEB BN LOHMILD
QUML) WITE) 6TEITLIEH HULD;
(i) euwrwmGsLILL L  &CereT@OpTe  (Lewreul)
)T BIMIGUEITE S 6D Fr &SSO L
allevsTesTLILIS Sl6dT Blemev LMD VLS|
YBSHAsstul B @)L, 9BD G
BETENLOHENET  QULPBIGHTEDLOGEHTEIT  &ITTEwTHIS6T
WITED6Y 6TEHTLISHSGUJLD?

Sjeui @) dFFewLid@ Mlalliiryr?
@) @STCmev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number and total value of loans
approved under the "Jaya Isura"
Programme since inception;

(i) whether the concessionary interest subsidy
of 4 per cent to 5 per cent has been paid,

(iii)  if so, the number of beneficiaries and the
benefits derived through the programme;

(iv) whether participating commercial banks
complied with the programme and received
the relevant interest differential from the
Ministry;

(v)  whether borrowers who settled their loans
through other commercial banks remained
eligible for the subsidy;

(vi)  if'so, whether it was granted; and

(vii) whether he is aware of any disparity
between the Programme’s objectives and
the benefits received by intended
beneficiaries?
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(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether approvals were granted through
Sampath Bank between April and
November, 2019;

(ii)  if so, their number and value; and

(iif) the status of the application submitted by
Glenrock (Pvt.) Ltd., and if approved, the
reasons for not granting the relevant
benefits?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

®©G; @m0 MO Cwaznw®m Bwm (¥I8Bn©,
oS ¢@wms, e, DOwOugm ©ww b3®
8082 g@imxs 5w BE0F ¢8Sm ¢Pim1n)
(wreryllg  mIT  GLTT  SlevThrwdss - FerTTgluglud
UTSISTOLY —— QeOWwdFFmD B, Sl  whmbd
QumrmerTg Ty EMBIGEE] | EDLOFF (LD ) [
QUITHOTTSTT HEHLOFF(HLD)
(The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake - President, Minister
of Defence, Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development and Minister of Digital Economy)
(a) (i) EBwosdmsgBess - 3,012

P CODSOBY 6301500

Bwes8od S B - O.®Bum 65,800

GHBDE O D3530mO

(i) "“o 9nd" es ewln BHOG WOest W¥e W
O 68@rem Owns wews medd) 02z
WO e EeB. & amd, ©e ©8ees
D250e300 €0 GO @@ gryomewsy 50%:m
@m0wEe, O u8@ies D100 e G
@208 gmpmess’ 25%m emdenic e
859520 @CE C @ 2. T VRO
°Dn ®w CHED @y emB apwome - end
borrower’s interest rate - @08 e
©¢lmed®sind 8857 D88 wwwIBiD
D Gy OB ¢® ecry ced. 2017
80 2019 D6 ¢alDr eO® €rw ewldsN BHOW
Bt ©m g 91857 000 O O DEBOE o
ORI, O ww CHCs @n @8
axmwoma - end borrower’s interest rate -
005s 0. & amD, 00O Gy  ©wILED HOW
wOed PO o8 messY GBI
dwewsy 4%-7% & and yremes @@
BHBNN0 @R g B OS 8B&ren OWd
cw G & @w.

(ill) BT wod - 2,757
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(ii)

The number of loan
applicants registered
Total value of
registered loans
Under the "Jay Isura" Loan Scheme, loans
were provided to small and medium-sized
enterprises - SMEs - under two categories.
Accordingly, an interest subsidy of 50 per
cent of the end borrower’s interest rate was
provided for small-scale enterprises, while
a 25 per cent interest subsidy of the end
borrower’s interest rate was provided for
medium-scale enterprise. The interest rate
to be charged from the end borrower - end
borrower’s interest rate - was annually
communicated to the participating banking
institutions by the Department of
Development Finance. As this loan scheme
operated from 2017 to 2019, the end
borrower’s interest rate varied across each
of these years. Consequently, under this
loan scheme, an amount equivalent to
approximately 4 per cent to 7 per cent of
the total interest rate was provided as
interest subsidies to small and medium-
sized enterprises.

The number of -
beneficiaries

Total value of -
benefits provided
Yes.

According to the operating guidelines
issued by the Ministry of Finance to banks
for the “Jaya Isura” Loan Scheme, loans
obtained from other commercial banks
could not be settled using this scheme nor
could existing loans with the lending bank
be converted into loans under the “Jaya
Isura” Scheme.

Not applicable.

No such discrepancy has been reported.
Yes.

The number of - 01
registered loans

- 3,012

- Rs. 65,800 million

2,757

Rs. 56,367 million

Total value of - Rs. 7.0 million

registered loans



1517 208Ee®xInd 1518

[0St @56 @26 Eesozvwm Dwmo]

(iii) The Development Finance Department of
the Ministry of Finance has not received a
loan application in the name of Glenrock
(Pvt.) Limited for registration under the
“Jaya Isura” Loan Scheme.

(¢)  Does not arise.
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SECRETARY TO MINISTRY OF FINANCE, PLANNING AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: DETAILS

2121/2026
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asked the Minister of Finance,
Economic Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -
(i) name of the present Secretary to the
Ministry of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development;

(i) date on which he was appointed to that
position; and

Planning and

(iii) academic and the professional
qualifications he possesses, which made
him qualified to hold that position?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -
(i) whether the present Secretary to the
Ministry is a citizen of Sri Lanka;
(i) whether he has acquired citizenship of this
country by birth or by registration;
(iii))  whether he had been a citizen of Australia;

(iv) whether he held a dual citizenship;

(v) the date on which he renounced his
Australian citizenship;

(vi) whether he has obtained Sri Lankan
citizenship  again  after  renouncing
Australian citizenship; and

(vii)  if'so, the said date?

(¢) Will he further inform this House whether he
accepts that a person who is not a citizen of Sri
Lanka cannot hold the office of the Secretary to
the Ministry?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake - President, Minister
of Defence, Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development and Minister of Digital Economy)
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e Chartered Institute of Management
Accountants - CIMA (UK fellow
member)

e Association of Chartered Certified
Accountants - ACCA (UK fellow
member)

o Fellow Certified Practising Accountant
- FCPA (Australia fellow member)

@ @ o
(i) coBsie.
(i) @o.
(iv) @o.

V) 2024 8@
(Vi) ®D. § oo oD Bewd.

Vi) & CrBm yoDBewR. ¥ wwdm aomw
1000096534

(@) @ end.

(1) o e

(o) () srpld apiager @GlwiiGLwLw
(i) 23.06.2025
(i) o wi svalldh smsML -  (PewesTeuT LILL LD
CsTlOpDS S SBeT -
e Chartered Institute of Management
Accountants - CIMA (UK fellow
member)

of Chartered Certified
ACCA (UK fellow

e Association
Accountants -
member)

e Fellow Certified Practising Accountant -
FCPA (Australia fellow member)

(=) () <o
(i) Aoiferepsoin
(i) op0d.
(iv) <yb.

(v) Q&lQuibuir, 2024
(vi)  <yib, @evmiiensli Llreng

(Vii) @evsiensl LNFewgy. @lqLodbaHer FTTDISHL 6T6v0T
1000096534

(@) srpalsvemsv.

(F)  erp@ilsbemev.

(a) (1) Dr. Harshana Suriyapperuma.
(i) 23.06.2025.
(iii) Highest educational - Doctorate
qualification

Professional Qualifications - Holds life

membership in the following institutions:.

e Chartered Institute of Management
Accountants - CIMA (UK fellow
member)

e Association of Chartered Certified
Accountants - ACCA (UK fellow
member)

o Fellow Certified Practising Accountant
- FCPA (Australia fellow member)

(b) (i) Yes.
(i) By birth.
(iii)  Yes.
(iv) Yes.

(v) September, 2024.
(vi)  Yes, a Sri Lankan citizen.

(vil) A Sri Lankan citizen. Citizen Certificate
Number 1000096534.

(¢)  Does not arise.

(d) Does not arise.

@0 HEECCI COMOEY Pnmn B8 gwd C¢, &g OB
00 vPed Benst 505 ydm@d - 2166/2026 - 8€nS 200
35 BY GN0BBY, e BNBBY w8 DafBw LB
3@ ©0 (20D8cs) ¥BB ¢®FBw Srwwm WL 9EEd

.

LomessTL L) SIOTTTEFT reilasyesr S|6UTHETITEV
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The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya, Prime Minister
and Minister of Education, Higher Education and
Vocational Education has requested for one month's time
to reply to Question No. 05 - 2166/2026 - raised by the
Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran, appearing in today's Order
Paper.
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