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Sir, I present the Report on the observations and steps
taken in terms of the Standing Order No. 119(4) of the
Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the
seven institutions coming under the purview of the
Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development in the Report of the Committee on Public
Accounts, which was presented to Parliament.

I move that this Report be referred to the Committee
on Public Accounts.
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Hon. Speaker, I present a petition from Mr. W.M.
Jayarathne of No. 187/A, Millathe, Kirindiwela.
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(=) @)STCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) number of Animal Vaccinators serving at
district level in the Eastern Province;

(ii) total number of employees required for the
above post in the said province;

(i) number of individuals who were recruited
on casual basis as Animal Vaccinators in
the year 2019, out of those recruited on
casual basis for the post of Rabies Control
Assistant under the Rabies Control
Programme in the year 2018; and

(iv) date on which action will be taken to grant
permanent appointments to the employees
thus recruited on a casual basis?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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One hundred and eighty days.
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asked the Minister of Defence:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

the purpose of establishing the Rakna
Arakshaka Lanka Ltd.;

whether a commercial office complex
named ‘Rakna Arakshaka Lanka Towers
Project’ has been constructed,

(iif)

(iv)

™)
(vi)

1538

if so, the year of commencement of the said
project and the names of the persons who
have granted approval for the same;

the amount that is invested in the said
project, the areas on which investments
have been made and the funding sources
for such investments;

whether a market survey was conducted
prior to the investments; and

if not, the reasons therefor?

(b)  Will he state -

@

(if)
(iif)

(iv)

™)

whether an audit has been conducted
regarding the disbursement of funds of the
said project;

if not, the reasons therefor;

whether procurement guidelines and

Financial Regulations have been followed
therein;

if not, the areas in which such guidelines
and regulations have not been followed;
and

whether the details of payments that have
been made to contractors will be presented?

(¢)  Will he also state -

Q)
(i)
(iif)
(iv)

™)
(vi)

(vii)

whether a financial loss has occurred as far
as the cost of the said project is compared
with the assets of the said company;

if so, the amount of such loss;

whether the said company can afford such a
loss;

whether a supervisory authority has been
appointed in relation to the said project;

whether the said project is still in operation;

whether the objectives of the said project
have been achieved; and

the future action that will be taken
regarding the said project?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera - Deputy

Minister of Defence)
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Grewrpmidsss FYoSTSSlevisiTar 16soriilg
B)\piiGgIenpEHaflesr 6TEOTEUT S6n wrgl 4.Hadapangala Wewa
STEITLISH S U|LD; 5.Hambegamuwa
@) Gupuy  FisCosadglar UGG 6.Kiriibban
UlrGsagglev 1siriily @mBIGS DD 6TenM ]
M — oflessTansTl LIRSS 7.Muthukandiya
Hlew L5116 LIDHMISTETESTEU T 6T63TLIEH W|LD; 8. Urusita Wewa
Seuit @FFemuds@ ojplailiumym? 9.Alapathaya Wewa
(®) @e18msv, erevr? 10. Alugalage Wewa

asked the Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean 11. Aluth Heckaduara Wewa

Resources: 12. Ambakola Wewa
(a) Will he inform this House - 13. Balaharuwa Wewa
(1) the annual freshwater fish production in the
Monaragala District; 14. Bogas Wewa

(ii) the tanks and reservoirs that contribute to 15. Buduruwagala Wewa

the said production; 16. Cocoyaya Wewa

(i) whether breeding centres have been 17. Dambe Ara Wewa
established for freshwater fish production in
the said district; 18. Debara Ara Wewa
19. Demaliya Wewa

20. Demodara Wewa

(iv) ifso, the names of such centres;

(v) the estimated cost of the Muthukandiya

Freshwater Fish Breeding Centrecurrently 21. Dingimada Wewa

under construction in the Alugalge Grama .

Niladhari Division of the Madulla 22. Diulana Wewa

Divisional Secretary's Division; and 23. Divulagahakanattha Wewa
(vi) whether the number of breeding centres 24. Dosar Wewa

available for the propagation of freshwater

fish within the Monaragala District will be 25. Galpoththa Wewa

sufficient after the construction of the said 26. Gestupana Wewa

centre?

27. Gurumada Wewa

(b) Will he also inform this House -
28. Habaralu Wewa

(i) the number of landing sites in the

Senanayake  Samudraya located in 29. Heekadu Ara Wewa
Inginiyagala; and 30. Hevan Arawa Wewa
(i) whether applications have been received to 31. HKT W
establish a landing site in the Baduluwela ' ewa
area associated with that reservoir? 32. Indurugas Wewa
(c) Ifnot, why? 33. Iththakatuwa Wewa

34. Japergi Maha Ara Wewa

@0 65 ©®Oed Bvmo (BDJ, BERY 8y »S 3dsxy ] ]
35. Japergi Weli Ara Wewa

Boewelus ¢@imsn@)

(oram g rber swds - sLHADTAD, Fllwed whpib s 36. Kahakurullan Pelassa Wewa
suemBIG 6T LNT8) Sjemide)
(The Hon. Rathna Gamage - Deputy Minister of Fisheries, 37. Kandiyapita Wewa

Aquatic and Ocean Resources)
OO0 DOINEDROB, BDC, BEY ®» @WOS ©®sH

§@sR® 00NEDD & OO gumwd BERS i o¢mds. 39. Karapinchalanda Wewa

38. Karamatiya Wewa
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40. Katugahagalge Wewa
41. Katupila Wewa

42. Kindiliya Wewa

43. Kiule Ara Wewa

44. Kotiyagala Wewa

45. Kudanetola Wewa

46. Kukulkatuwa Wewa
47. Kukurampola Wewa
48. Laginagala Wewa

49. Lunugala Yoda Wewa
50. Maha Wewa

51. Mahadahaiyagala Wewa
52. Mahakadawara Wewa
53. Mahakaramatiya Wewa
54. Mahanetola Wewa

55. Mahapalessa Wewa
56. Malewanayaya Wewa
57. Malimpotha Wewa

58. Meegahaarawa Wewa
59. Meepana Ara Wewa
60. Milegama Wewa

61. Karawele Wewa

62. Nagala Wewa

63. Namadapelessa Wewa
64. Nelum Wewa

65. Neraluwa Wewa

66. Pahalabingalara Wewa
67. Paralu Wewa

68. Pokunutenna Wewa
69. Pothupitiya Wewa

70. Ranawaranawa Wewa
71. Saddatissa Wewa

72. Siyabalgas Wewa

73. Sugaladevi Wewa

74. Thabalavinna Ara Wewa
75. Thammannawa Wewa
76. Thenagallanda Wewa
77. Thiyabara Yaya

78. Thorathupitiya Wewa
79. Uyankubura Wewa

80. Weeraketiya Minindoru Kolaniya
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81. Weli Ara Wewa

82. Yudaganawa Wewa

83. Alikota Ara Wewa

84. Kohombadigana Wewa

85. Meeyanketuara Wewa

86. Aluth Wewa

87. Andiriyas Wewa

88. Athula Wewa

89. Bambaragala Wewa

90. Bathala Ara Wewa

91. Galwale Wewa

92. Palugas Wewa

93. Weeraketiya Wewa

94. Gemunu Wewa

95. Idipadura Wewa

96. Indipelessa Wewa

97. Galwale Wewa

98. Hinguru Ara Wewa

99. Sumedha Wewa
100.
101. Dehigahalanda Wewa
102. Pubudu Wewa
103. Rahathangama Wewa
104.
105. Senasuma Wewa
106.
107.
108. Thalakola Wewa
109.
110. Katupotha Wewa
111. Pelwatta Estate Tank

Walas Kema Wewa

Jambugasara Wewa

Maliththanpelessa
Jayasingghekatuwa Wewa

Welangasara Wewa
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(The Hon. Sarath Kumara, Attorney-at-Law)
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BUDDHIST TEMPORALITIES ORDINANCE: DETAILS
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(The Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake)
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S @)FFewudE plelliimyr?

(@) @er@Gmev, eyetr?

asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and

Cultural Affairs:

(a) Will he inform this House -

(i) the year in which the Buddhist
Temporalities Ordinance was introduced;

(i)  whether the said Ordinance is still in force;

(iii) the key objective of introducing the said
Ordinance; and

(iv) the number of religious institutions in Sri
Lanka that come under the scope of the said
Ordinance?

(b) Will he also inform this House -

(1) the name of the Act under which permission
has been granted to levy taxes on lands
owned by religious institutions;

(i) whether the taxable limits have been clearly
specified as a percentage in the said Act;

(iii) the maximum period of time for which a
land owned by a religious institution can be
leased out; and

(iv) the manner in which a party who is
wronged can get justice in case such an
agreement is violated?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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(=) @sirGmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Finance,
Economic Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether he is aware that a large amount of
tax revenue is collected annually by the
Government from the manufacture and sale
of cigarettes;

Planning and

(i) if so, the amount collected through the
taxes imposed on cigarettes during the last
three years, separately in respect of each
year;

(iii) whether he is aware that, despite taxes
being levied on the legal manufacture and
sale of cigarettes, cigarettes are illegally
imported and sold;

(iv) if so, the measures that have been taken at
present to control the illegal import and sale
of cigarettes; and

(v)  whether measures will be taken to identify
individuals engaged in the illicit trades of
cigarettes and to take legal action against
them?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @srCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Public

Parliamentary Affairs:

Security and

(@)  Is he aware that-

(1) applications have been called for the post of
Sub-Inspector of Police as per Gazette No.
2378 dated 28.03.2024;

(i) out of the said applications, 100 applicants
were selected for the test;

(i) Mr. H.G. Kaveesha  Geethanjana
Amarasinghe was among those selected
candidates and that he had been informed
in writing of the items to be brought when
reporting for training; and

(iv)  although the other selected individuals were
called to the Police Training College,
Kalutara on 18.04.2026, he has not been
called?

(b)  Will he inform this House of the -
(i) reasons for (a) (iv) above; and

(i) measures that will be taken regarding the
alleged injustice caused to him?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @eCpev, ersir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(@)

(b)

Will she inform this House -

)
(if)
(iif)

(iv)

™)

the number of vocational
institutions operating in Sri Lanka;

training

the courses available at those institutions;

the number of trainees with disabilities
enrolled in those courses during the last
year, classified by the type of disability;

whether physical access and
communication facilities have been
provided to enable trainees with disabilities
to pursue these courses; and

whether special opportunities have been
provided for trainees with disabilities who
are unable to meet the prescribed
qualifications for trainee recruitment due to
disability-related or inclusion barriers to
enroll in these courses?

Will she also inform this House -
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(i) whether  programmes  have  been
implemented for trainers in vocational
training institutions to develop special skills
required to work with persons with
disabilities;

(i) whether attention has been paid to
establishing an inclusive and disability-
friendly institutional framework to enable
trainees to pursue their preferred courses at
the nearest vocational training institution;
and

(iii)  if so, the measures that have been taken in
that regard and the provisions allocated for
that purpose?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House, separately the number
of -

() Agricultural Research and Production
Assistant Divisions in Sri Lanka;

(i) officers currently serving in the said
Divisions;

(i) Agricultural Research and Production
Assistant Divisions in the Anuradhapura
District; and

(iv) officers currently serving in the said
District?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether actions will be taken to fill the
vacancies in the post of Agricultural
Research and Production Assistant; and

(i) if not, whether action will be taken to
abolish the said position?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic

Development:

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House the -

)

(i)
(iif)
(iv)

number of liquor licences issued by the
Excise Department in each year from the
year 2015 up to now at the Divisional
Secretary's Division level, separately;

methodology followed in issuing the said
liquor licences;

revenue generated from issuing the above
licences in each year, separately; and

steps that will be taken to change that
situation in light of the significant social
protest that occurred in the past regarding
the methodology for issuing liquor
licences?

If not, why?
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1593

(@)

(b)

2026 geeden 04

The particulars are given in Annex I and I table* it
for your reference.

According to the data, the total extent of land
utilized by the military since 2009 is, 85,497.81
acres. Then, the total extent of land released since
2009 up to the end of December, 2024 is,
72,165.64 acres. After we came to power, that is
from 01% of January, 2025 to date, we have
released a total of 1,109.65 acres in the North and
the East. Then, the extent of land currently utilized
by the military in the North and the East is,
12,222.52 acres. And, we have a plan which has
identified certain lands in the North and the East to
be released in the months and years to come,
totalling to an extent of 343.50 acres.

The lands currently utilized by the Sri Lanka
Army within 16 Grama Niladhari Divisions
belonging to the Valikamam North Divisional
Secretary's Division are important for security of
those areas as well as they are of strategic
significance. Accordingly, those are essential land
parcels that have been retained for the continued
use of the Sri Lanka Army. Furthermore, the three
Grama Niladhari Divisions that are entirely
utilized by the Sri Lanka Army have been acquired
by the Government for the Palaly High Security
Zone under the Order made in terms of Section 38
(a) of the Land Acquisition Act (Chapter 460), as
published in Extraordinary Gazette No. 1807/23
dated 26th April, 2013.

There are five land parcels within the Valikamam
North Divisional Secretary's Division in the Jaffna
District which are being utilized by the Sri Lanka
Navy and those lands are located in areas of
critical and strategic importance for national
security.

Although in your Question you have used the
word “occupied”, the military has not occupied
them; we have taken over the lands for emergency
and security purposes for the assurance of national
security, including for preventing illegal
trafficking of narcotics, weapons, prohibited goods
and human smuggling across the international
maritime boundary between Sri Lanka and India
as well as for suppressing illegal fishing activities
carried out by Indian fishing vessels within the
maritime boundary between Sri Lanka and India.

Accordingly, the radar systems established in the
area continuously monitor the sea and coastal
areas, while the Sri Lanka Navy continuously
ensures the security of the area by conducting
maritime patrols using small craft and other
tactical activities.

Furthermore, to date, six land parcels belonging to
the Valikamam North Divisional Secretary's
Division have been released by the Sri Lanka
Navy for civil administrative purposes on several
occasions.

* gefmmoged »d gr».
* preflewaiSG S0 sweusSBLILIL (Hereng).
* Placed in the Library.
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Considering the above-mentioned facts, the five
land parcels currently utilized by the Sri Lanka
Navy are essential for national security and are
highly important from a tactical and strategic
perspective. Therefore, arrangements will be made
to retain some of these land parcels under the
control of the Sri Lanka Navy after consulting the
National ~ Security Council for strategic
significance.

The total land area within the High Security Zone
containing the Palaly International Airport, which
is utilized by the Sri Lanka Air Force, is 774.98
acres. The Sri Lanka Air Force is conducting
operational activities jointly with the Civil
Aviation Authority of Sri Lanka and the Airport
and Aviation Services (Sri Lanka) (Private)
Limited. Therefore, the releasing of these land
parcels need further scrutiny, for the reasons
mentioned above. Furthermore, since the Sri
Lanka Air Force does not have information to
accurately identify whether these lands belong to
16 Grama Niladhari Divisions, it is recommended
that the relevant specific information be obtained
from the Divisional Secretary, Valikamam North.

So, taking all these strategic concerns into
consideration, the release of these lands in the said
GS Divisions needs some more time for scrutiny
and will let you know after consultation with the
National Security Council.

The religious sites and schools located in the
Myliddy and Palaly areas of the Jaffna District,
which civilians have requested to be released from
the use of the Sri Lanka Army, are land parcels
that have been acquired by the Government for the
Palaly High Security Zone under the Order issued
in terms of Section 38(a) of the Land Acquisition
Act (Chapter 460), published in Extraordinary
Gazette No. 1807/23 dated 26™ April, 2013.
Approval has been granted by the Directorate of
Operations and the Security Forces Headquarters -
Jaffna to enter those locations and carry out
religious activities.

So, we have discussed case-by-case with the
Commander of the Security Forces there to
facilitate access for the people to all those religious
places on their request, and they are in the process
of providing facilities for them to do so.

The land parcel requested for the expansion of the

Iranamadu Kanakambikai Amman Kovil in the
Kilinochchi District is the land currently occupied
by the Sri Lanka Army 1 Corps and which was
previously utilized by the Security Headquarters -
Kilinochchi. The land parcel requested for the
expansion of the Kovil is a land parcel that was
taken over by the Sri Lanka Army from civilian
ownership. The said land parcel can be released
from the use of the Sri Lanka Army after
recovering the amount of Rs. 8.4 million spent by
the Army because all those expenses had been
audited. For the construction of buildings and
other structures, that money had been utilized. So,
based on that condition, we are able to release the
land.
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The land parcel No. 924 - Part B in Plan No. 2549
located near the Sri Lanka Army 1 Corps at
Iranamadu Junction and utilized by the Army was
used as a children’s park, and that land parcel was
formally handed over to the Divisional Secretary's
Office- Karachchi last year, on the 29" of March,
2025. I personally discussed this matter with the
Divisional Secretary when I visited Mullaitivu and
made arrangements to facilitate access to the
people visiting those religious places, Hon.
Member.

Furthermore, the above-mentioned land parcel
belonging to the Department of Agriculture, which
was utilized by the Sri Lanka Army, was released
from the Army and formally handed over to the
Deputy Director of Agriculture, Department of
Agriculture - Kilinochchi, on the 11™ of March
this year.

With regard to the lands belonging to the
Government and civilian residents in the
Keppapilavu area of Mullaitivu District, which are
currently being utilized by the Sri Lanka Army,
only 44 out of the 55 civilian claimants of the
respective land parcels expressed their willingness
to accept alternative lands in lieu of their original
lands, where we have put up a model camp
adjoining the same land.

The Government provided the 44 individuals, who
expressed their willingness to accept alternative
land, plots of 40 perches each in the Keppapilavu
Model Village and constructed houses, a preschool
and a school for the future education of their
children as well as a Grama Niladhari Office and a
community hall. All those were constructed by the
tri-forces, specially by the Sri Lanka Army. The
Divisional Secretary of Muhudubadapattu has
confirmed that the remaining 11 civilians
expressed their unwillingness to accept alternative
lands and houses nearby the lands of the Model
Village, about 300 metres apart.

Furthermore, the Divisional Secretariat of
Muhudubadapattu was informed to ascertain from
the 11 civilians who had not accepted the
alternative lands and houses whether they would
agree to receive compensation based on the value
assessed by the Government for the
aforementioned land parcels, which they claim to
belong to them, and transfer those lands to the Sri
Lanka Army. Accordingly, although the
Divisional Secretariat inquired from them in this
regard, they did not express their consent.

However, the Divisional Secretary  of
Muhudubadapattu  has informed on several
occasions that land plots corresponding to the
extent of the lands previously claimed by the 11
civilians who did not accept the lands and houses
in the Keppapilavu Model Village, could be
allocated from the remaining portion of the land
occupied by the Sri Lanka Army and that houses
could be constructed for them.
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So, as I said, when I went to Mullaitivu last week,
I met the District Secretary and then spoke with
the people who are demanding those lands and
told them, “We can release the lands after
considering all the other concerns.” That is a total
of 6.7 acres for those 11 civilians. So, we
discussed the matter with the District Secretary
also, along with the Governor of the Northern
Province. The response from those civilians is yet
to come. Once it is received, we are willing to
release the lands to the District Secretary.

At the Ministerial Consultative Committee
Meeting on Defence held on the 7™ of April,
2026, the Commander of the Sri Lanka Army also
apprised His Excellency the President of the
above-mentioned matters.

Thank you, Sir.

O BB R BB GotsyTIBSSY Goes@odnm® w0
(orevrLLfl@ FrenTdhalWesT TTeLdbS resT @)rTEELTessildhaib)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Minister. I would like to
contradict a few things in your Statement. You said that
these lands are not occupied by the military, but in
reality, they are occupied by the military. Most of these
lands are civilian lands and they have not been released
yet. So, in that sense, they are occupied.

At the same time, you mentioned that some of these
camps are essential for preventing trafficking of
narcotics, people smuggling and for other reasons. Then,
I would like to ask you why you do not have the same
number of camps on the western coast and the southern
coast because narcotics are being smuggled not only from
the North and the East, Hon. Deputy Minister. So, please
do not bring up containing narcotics as an excuse.

Also, I have always said that I thank you for releasing
some of the land used for camps in Batticaloa; we are
very thankful to you for releasing them.
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera)

Hon. Speaker, the Hon. Member of Parliament made a
series of allegations. I deny those facts. In fact, when you
say "occupied", it is in the sense that you forcibly occupy.
If you cast your mind back a decade and a half, you
would recall the conflict situation we had there. The tri-
forces or the military had to take over certain lands to
address strategic concerns, for security purposes or
looking at it from a national security perspective.

And, you have also used the word "demilitarization."
The military has been deployed across the country.
Deployment of troops in any part of the country is not
militarization. That is to ensure public security, national
security and also to respond to emergency situations and
save lives. Ultimately, the responsibility lies on the
Government and the security forces. It is not
militarization; it is the legal security force in the country.
So, those lands are not occupied. - [Interruption.] No,
those lands are not occupied.

Then, you said that Members of Parliament were not
invited when [ visited Mullaitivu. The meeting was open;
the people who were demanding lands, too, attended that
meeting. So, it was open. It was your mistake that you did
not come for that. The Hon. Governor was informed and
the political authorities from other parties also had been
in attendance.

Those lands had been taken over to address strategic
concerns. Narcotic trafficking is only one of the
transnational crimes that takes place there. It is not the
only thing that happens in the North and the East. If you
take illegal fishing activities taking place there, do you
know the trouble the Sri Lanka Navy is taking to curb
those activities and the violence involved? So, without the
deployment of the Sri Lanka Navy and the Sri Lanka
Coast Guard, it cannot be done. They need certain lands
to attend to those matters immediately. If they are
stationed at a distant place, they would take a very long
time to respond. During the recent emergency situation in
Chalai due to Cyclone "Ditwah", five Sri Lanka Navy
personnel sacrificed their lives when they went to rescue
others. They were not from the North and the East, but
from some other parts of the country. So, Hon. Member, 1
hope you, being in Parliament for many years, would
understand that national security must be given the
highest priority.

Thank you, Hon. Speaker.
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The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha to start the Debate. You
have 14 minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, you have exhausted your
allotted time.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. S.M. Marikkar. You have 12 minutes to
participate in today's Debate.
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(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Sunil Watagala?
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(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Marikkar, & ewiom w0535,
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(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

We are not going for a debate on this.
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(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law)

@0, @0 BPIOD WOB OFOJews. Om aBewlvwn
WO B OFDN. @VIDOO BT B N HWE @ONE R
> om0, [Boids 50]

®0 De8.90. DB wns vwmo
(oreorLyLll@ eT6v.6TiD. LM TT)
(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, -
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, I will give you 30 seconds.
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(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you are going too far.

Order, please! The ongoing Proceedings of the House
shall stay suspended till 1.00 p.m. for the lunch break.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(wrevryfl@ Lrdld FurbTwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi. You have 10
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan.
You have seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage. You have 13 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Arun Hemachandra. The Floor is
yours and you have ten minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra - Deputy Minister of Foreign

Affairs and Foreign Employment)
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"As the Petitioner had established sufficient exceptional
grounds before this Court, this Court in the exercise of the
discretionary remedy of revision, directs to set aside the Order
dated 19.05.2023 of the Learned High Court Judge of Colombo.

Therefore, the Learned High Court Judge is hereby directed to
revert the case back to the case role of the Court and issue notices
on the Respondents, and to commence the trial..."
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.
Debate to be resumed on Wednesday, 05th August, 2026.
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It being past 530 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.03 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 05th August, 2026.
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BTiUrFeT SewwaeFi wrenTyl@ Cs.1e. sUT6D SThS jeuTHsiT
CLPSSTMI 6UTT BTV HjeusTFD CHmiflujsiremrmi.

The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha, Minister of Agriculture,
Livestock, Land and Irrigation, has requested for three
weeks’ time to reply to Question No. 01 - 896/2025 -
raised by the Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, appearing
in today's Order Paper.
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The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha, Minister of Agriculture,
Livestock, Land and Irrigation, has requested for three
weeks’ time to reply to Question No. 02 - 897/2025 -
raised by the Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, appearing
in today's Order Paper.
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(=) B)HTCmeL, ereir?

asked the Minister of Justice and National Integration:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

whether the Government has taken a policy
decision to extend the retirement age of the
Judges of the Supreme Court from 65 years
to 67 years, and that of the Judges of the
Court of Appeal from 63 years to 65 years;

if so, whether the Cabinet of Ministers has
granted approval in principle to draft a
Constitutional Amendment Bill for that
purpose;

whether the Minister or the Secretary to the
Ministry has instructed the Legal
Draftsman's Department to prepare such a
draft Bill; and

the grounds on which the extension of the
retirement age of superior court judges is
justified?

If not, why?
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(The Hon.

Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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Yes.

A policy decision has been taken to extend
the retirement age not only of the Judges of
the Supreme Court and the Court of
Appeal, but also of all judges.

Yes.

Cabinet approval for this purpose was
granted on 27.06.2026.

Yes.

Following the receipt of the said policy
approval, instructions were issued to the
Legal Draftsman on 28.07.2026.

This matter applies to all judges and not
exclusively to superior court judges. It has
been observed that the resolution of cases is
delayed due to the heavy case backlog
existing in Provincial High Courts
exercising original criminal jurisdiction, as
well as Provincial Civil Appellate High
Courts  exercising  civil  appellate
jurisdiction. As a measure to address this
situation, it is necessary to increase the
number of Provincial High Courts and
Provincial Civil Appellate High Courts.
Such an expansion will also require an
increase in the number of High Court
Judges.

Due to the increase in the number of courts
and the regional operation of the Court of
Appeal, the services of experienced and
scholarly judges must be further secured for
these courts. However, under the current
retirement age limit for judges, the
opportunity to retain such experienced and
scholarly judges remain constrained.
Accordingly, a necessity has arisen to raise
the existing statutory retirement age of
Supreme Court Judges, Court of Appeal
Judges, High Court Judges, as well as
District Judges and Magistrates.

Does not arise.
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